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Editorial

OU R  first duty at this time o f the year 
is to w ish all our friends the 
“  Com plim ents o f the Season  and 

we do this although w e realise that in some 
cases the m essage o f good w ill cannot reach 
its recipient till lon g a fter the N ew  Y e a r  has 
become a th ing o f the p a s t ; there is indeed, 
a certain gratification  a ris in g  from  that very  
know ledge, since it im plies that our w ishes 
w ill find their w a y  to all parts o f the globe.

A t this season, too, it is custom ary to sur
vey  the p ast and look ahead into the future. 
It has been our endeavour to keep old friends 
well inform ed o f the Sch o ol’ s p ro g ress , and 
a glance through the p ag es o f this num ber 
w ill show that p ro gress is being made in all 
directions. T h is  m ay be particu larly  notice
able on the social side, w here new activ ities 
and interests are being provided at a pace 
in keeping with the grow th  o f the School 
buildings and equipm ent. T h e  im portance of 
such activities can h ardly be em phasised too 
strongly, since any attem pt to am eliorate the 
conditions under which w o rk  is done neces
sarily  leads to an im provem ent in the w ork  
itself.

It  is neither our place nor purpose to 
enum erate here w hat these activ ities are 
since they are all allotted a proper p la c e ; but 
we are forced to ask  ourselves w hether these 
social am enities are not rather taken too 
much for gran ted  by the recipients ; w hether 
the response from  the boys benefiting is 
proportionate to the efforts expended in pro
viding them. And here w e are a ga in  g iven  
p a u s e : w e are forced to w onder w hether 
many boys do not fo rg et that it is m ore 
blessed to g ive  than to receive ; w hether they 
ask  them selves if they are them selves o f the 
“  g iv in g  trib e ,”  as B row n in g has it. Th is 
divine spark  m ay not reveal itse lf in con
spicuous aid : indeed, m any o f our societies, 
and the Choir m ost o f all, cannot absorb all 
who would “  g iv e ,”  but this spirit does not 
seem  to be present everyw here. H ow  m any

of those who receive g o  out o f their w a y  to 
m ake th ings easier fo r  the o rgan isers o f these 
efforts to brighten  life ?  H ow  m any, or how 
few , even encourage the organ isers by a 
w ord o f thanks or appreciation? H ow  m any, 
or again  how few , determ ine that the next 
time they them selves w ill a ssist as fa r  as 
their abilities and capabilities a llow ?

W e  would a sk , fo r instance, w hat encour
agem ent is offered to would-be organ isers of 
a library, a so much needed am enity o f school 
life?

L eslie  Lauderdale, on the occasion o f his 
leav in g  S trath allan , m ade the School a 
present o f s ix  new volum es and expressed  
the hope that others m ight follow  suit and 
help to build up a first-class library. W e 
su g g e st that each C h ristm as and E a ste r 
term  the present boys bring  back one volum e 
to add to our L ib rary .

And w h at has all this to do with the 
M agazin e? N ot yet out o f its third year o f 
issue, it has becom e as much a fixture as the 
c lo c k ; useful, yes, but really  no concern o f 
the boys, certain ly not requiring their a ssist
ance fo r its existence.

W e  cannot em phasise too strongly , how 
ever, that a  m agazine is not se lf subsisting, 
and that tw o and a h a lf years h ave seen the 
m ajority  o f the pioneers o f the undertaking 
departed for w ider spheres. The last o f these 
pioneers are now form ing the backbone of 
the E d ito ria l B oard , and no new blood de
m ands adm ittance to that board, seeking to 
em ulate their good exam ple. The response 
from  the School as a whole has been m ost 
u n satisfactory  this term , and from  the Old 
B o ys little better. Tru e, w e h ave welcom ed 
one or tw o new contributors, and h ave the 
pleasure o f publishing the w o rk  o f some 
others w ho h ave not been content to despair 
because earlier efforts w ere rejected. T h at 
is the spirit w e w ish  to inculcate into all, and 
to these and all others who h ave helped in 
this num ber w e offer our sincerest thanks.
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S c h o o l  N otes

A L O N G  term has passed  w ithout any 
untoward event, though illness in the 
form  o f colds and mild bouts o f ’ flu 

has taken its toll. Indeed, one m ust g o  back 
m any years to find a parallel, to five o f the 
staff succum bing to illness. F o r  this m is
fortune w e h ave doubtlessly to thank a mild 
if  w et autum n, which, if less healthy than a  
fro sty  one, at least has enabled outdoor pur
suits to continue.

The m ildness o f the illness, how ever, has 
had one beneficial effect, in that it has g iven  
rise to the establishm ent o f a  sick  room over 
at the house. B oys who, it is felt, should 
stay  indoors for a day, and yet are not ill 
enough for adm ission into S an i., w ill now be 
under the eye o f a  nurse. W ith  this in view , 
a  further building is now in the course o f 
construction, fac in g  the lawn. T h e founda
tions o f the building are alread y put down, 
and in addition to the sick  room and room s 
fo r the new nurse, in all probability there w ill 
be additional room s, one o f which w ill take 
the form  o f a P re fe c t’ s Room , and w ill be 
fitted up in really appropriate style.

T h e  lon g term  has necessarily  entailed 
m any activ ities to beguile the tim e, and as 
m any w eeks o f preparation cannot be d is
m issed w ith a w ord, detailed reports are to 
be found o f those activ ities in the fo llow ing 
p ages. E ven  the actual lessons h ave been 
brightened by the introduction o f lantern 
slides to illustrate G eograph y lessons. A  
num ber o f “  tours ”  through various coun
tr ie s  h ave been used to im press the transport 
routes and types o f scenery. T h e  additional 
help g iven  by the eye as  an aid to m em ory 
h as m ade g rea t difference to the interest o f 
the lessons, and w e are increasing our stock 
o f slides during the holidays. W e find it 
difficult to obtain good recent v iew s fo r this 
purpose, and it has been su ggested  that 
possibly some Old B o ys  m ay be g lad  to a ssist 
by sending us some quarter-plate negatives 
o f the far-flung parts o f the globe in which 
they live. Good South American,- Indian and 
E astern  n egatives would be particu larly  
useful, and it would add m ore than a  little 
interest for the present boys to know  the 
School has a  personal relation to the pictures 
on the screen.

and N otices
A  new lease o f life has beert g iven  to the 

Scouts by the advent o f M essrs. L e g g e  and 
M archant, who h ave come in time to reap 
the h arvest o f the tw o years hard w o rk ’ s 
sow ing by M r. Sh aw , who now becomes 
Group Scoutm aster. T h e building o f a log 
hut on the L a w  H ill as the Scout head
quarters w ill g iv e  a still further im petus. It 
seem s rather a  pity, how ever, that such a 
fine institution as Scouting should entail a 
fa llin g  off in the interest o f “  R u g g e r ,”  
o w in g to the “  clash ing ”  o f these two 
featu res o f School activities. Could not 
arrangem ent be m ade w hereby they m ight 
becom e com plem entary rather than r iva ls?

T h e R u g g e r  season has so fa r  been an ex
ceedingly successfu l one, and the m atches at 
hom e w ell w orth  the w atch in g : indeed, it is 
questionable whether a finer gam e has ever 
been w itnessed than that with G lasgow  H igh  
School. T h e School pack is som ewhat 
sm aller and ligh ter than usual, and seem s to 
crack  s ligh tly  tow ards the end o f a gam e, 
p articu larly  if opposed by a heavier e ig h t ; 
but there is no possible doubt that when not 
unduly overw eighted  by the opposition, they 
are g lu ttons fo r w o rk  and can m ore than hold 
their own. A s fo r the men behind them, it 
is doubtful if  Strath , has ever been so well 
served. On a  dry day, g iven  a reasonable 
share o f the ball, our threes could m ake rings 
round m any senior sides, fo r they have 
thrust, and in Dunn, M oncur and Docherty 
have constructive p layers capable o f m aking 
unlim ited openings fo r their fast w ingers, 
who are capable o f turning such openings to 
ad van tage.

Socia lly , the boys h ave received regal fare 
this term , fo r in addition to the Saturd ay 
even ing cinem a show , there have been four 
lecturers, and the term  closed with a  positive 
o rg y  o f entertainm ents. It  is unfortunate 
that the death o f the R ev. W . Bell necessi
tated the cancellation o f w hat w ould have 
been S tra th .’ s first public perform ance, in 
aid o f the v illage  funds. S tu rrock  with his 
cinem a, the D ram atic Society with a  one-act 
farce  and M r. Sharm an w ith his orchestra 
w ere to have rendered service, but w e trust 
another opportunity w ill be afforded them 
later.
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The lectures during the term  proved a 
highly successfu l innovation. The R ev . A. 
R . R unnels-M oss set so ve ry  h igh  a stan
dard in the initial lecture that the second on 
“  T h e S o n gs o f Scotland ”  suffered by com 
parison. Captain  D ain tree ’ s lecture on 
“  L ife  S a v in g  ”  w as as popular and in terest
in g  as before, and the juniors showed g re a t 
eagern ess to practice w h at they had heard. 
T h e star lecture o f the term , how ever, w a s  
that o f R ear-A dm iral C arpenter, V .C .,  on 
“  The B locking o f Z e eb ru gg e . ”  It w a s  felt 
that his presence in Perth  w a s  too good  to 
let such an opportunity slip  by, and his 
lecture thrilled us all. A s this lecture forced 
us to exceed our program m e fo r the term , w e 
are  forced to be content w ith only tw o 
lectures next term . T h e  R ev . Runnels-M oss 
returns w ith a D ickens recital, w hile on Feb . 
ioth  M r. R upert H ow ard is due to lecture on 
and dem onstrate “  M ag ic  through the 
A g e s .”

T h e O rchestra and Ja z z  Band have m ade 
va st strides during the p ast tw elve m onths, 
and their program m e at the end o f term  w as 
laudably am bitious. T h e first concert o f this 
type in the Sch ool’ s h istory w a s  a notable 
success, for which the efforts o f the Choir 
w as in no sm all m easure responsible. M r. 
Sharm an has here the m ak in gs o f a first-class 
M usical Society, and with the experience and 
practice which only tim e can g ive , it should 
become an outstanding feature o f the School.

T h e D ram atic Society also has had a  very  
successful term , and it is universally  agreed  
that it surpassed all its previous efforts in its 
end-of-term  production, and the new m aterial 
it has d iscovered au gu rs w ell fo r continued 
success fo r several years.

T he last n ight o f term  saw  the production 
of a French  p lay, a further innovation in 
social activities. A ll praise  is due to M r. 
Shaw  for the production, w ith M r. L e e ’ s 
assistance, o f “ L a  S^r^nade de l ’A v a re .”  
Adm irably suited by its ve ry  sim plicity in 
plot and language fo r a first school produc
tion, it w as enthusiastically received, and 
some o f the m em bers o f the junior school 
tak ing part in it showed considerable apti
tude both for acting and for French.

T h is term we bid farew ell to our C ap tain ,
I. Turner, and we shall be very  sorry  to  do

so, for he has filled his office exceedingly 
w ell and has taken  a lead ing part in all 
School activ ities. A  good forw ard  on the 
ru g g e r  field, he w as equally wholehearted as 
chairm an and stage-m an ager o f the D ram atic 
Society , which latter office he has filled to 
a  m ore or less degree since the S o c ie ty ’s in
auguration . N oth ing w as too much trouble 
fo r  him , and his cheerful sm ile radiated har
m ony and good fellow ship, m ak in g  him 
popular w ith all. Good luck, “  P h yllis  ”  !

O thers, too, leave us this term fo r the 
la rg e r  w orld , and to  these also  our good 
w ish es are extended.

D avid  W a lk e r  w ill succeed T urner in the 
office to which he w as appointed last year, 
but which o w in g  to  ill-health he w as unable 
to  fill this term . H e seem s quite recovered, 
and prospects are bright for a h igh ly success
ful close to the School year.

W e  would like to congratu late M r. Thom p
son and his L atin  C lass  on the brilliant re
sults they obtained in the C am bridge School 
C ertificate E xam in atio n  this C hristm as. 
G eorge S tu rrock  and D avid  W ilk ie  gained 
D istinctions, and the rest o f the c lass  gained 
the next m ark  o f “  G o o d .”  T h is  is the best 
result we have ever gained in this subject, 
and it speaks well fo r all concerned. T h is 
is the third time that w e have had a clean 
sheet in L atin , but w e have never had such 
splendid m arks.

W e  congratu late  J .  B . R o ss , w ho passed 
with H onours and w ith D istinction in E n glish  
L a n g u a g e  and L iteratu re , as well as in 
G eograph y, and Leslie  Lauderdale, who also 
gained  H onours and D istinction in Geo
grap h y. O ur C h ristm as results w ere well 
up to our h igh standard, and we offer the 
classes concerned our congratulations.

W e  offer our congratu lation s to M r. T . 
M. H art on securing the first Strathallan  
International cap and w e are all convinced 
that this is m erely the first o f m any national 
honours that w ill fa ll to him. M r. H art is 
go in g  up to O xford  a fter sum m er and a 
Double B lue should not be beyond his 
athletic capabilities. A t M urrayfield he had 
the m oral support o f the is t , 2nd and 3rd 
School X V ’ s, as w ell as that o f a very  large  
contingent o f Old S trathallians. A ll w ere 
delighted with his display.
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C hapel N otes

DU R IN G  the latter part o f the term  a 
short service has been held each m orn
in g in the C hapel, this ta k in g  the place 

o f the prayers which w ere form erly said in 
the com m on-room .

N ot only a  change in the place o f w orship, 
but also a ch an ge in the service itself, has 
gone to m ake this m orn ing devotion m ore 
inspiring. A s before, of course, the H ead
m aster conducts the service, but the prefects ' 
take it in turns to  read the lesson, and D. 
Sm ith  officiates at the organ . It is gen erally  
felt that this early  devotion is the best poss
ible start to the d a y ’s w ork.

On N ovem ber n t h ,  Armistice Day w as, as 
usual, com m em orated, the boys and the staff 
assem bling in the C hapel a few  m inutes 
before 1 1  o ’clock. In his address the H ead
m aster em phasised the necessity o f the 
younger generation  w o rk in g  fo r w orld  peace, 
and thereby ju stify in g  the g rea t sacrifices 
which w ere made by those who fough t in 
the G reat W a r  —  the w ar to end w ar. And 
like all those who stood ob serv in g the two 
m inutes’ silence, one could feel that the w ords 
had struck  home, and that everyone w as 
duly im pressed by the aw e - insp iring g re a t
ness o f the moment.

T h e Christmas Service, held on the last 
Sunday o f the term , w as aga in  led by the 
choir, accom panied by our strin g  orchestra 
and the organ , and the C hapel w a s  season
ably and tastefu lly  decorated for the occasion 
by M r. B ain . T h e hym ns, “ O Com e, all ye 
F a ith fu l,”  “  H ark  ! the H erald  A n gels S in g  ”  
and “ T h e  D ay  Thou G avest, L ord , is E n d e d ,”  
w ere heartily sung by all those present. 
Before the H ead m aster’s address, the choir 
rendered a grou p  o f four carols, portions 
of which w ere sun g as solos by various 
choristers.

In his address the H eadm aster enlarged 
on the theme : “  ’T is  nobler to  g iv e  than to 
rece ive .”  The greatest joy in life w a s  to 
brin g  some happiness to others, and the 
know ledge that one had contributed to  the 
pleasure of one’ s fellow s w a s  in itse lf a 
reward.

A t the conclusion o f the service, the 
orchestra, accom panied by the organ , played 
the m inuet from  H an d el’s “ B eren ice .”

W e  had a v isit from  the Secretary  o f the 
Scripture U nion, who g a ve  us a very  inter
estin g  tw enty m inutes’ address, dealing with 
the g re a t ad van tages accru ing from  the daily 
read ing o f a few  verses from  the Bible. A s 
a result, o ver one hundred and tw enty boys 
joined the U nion, and we believe that they 
are loya lly  read ing their portions.

C H A P E L  F U N D S

A s already m entioned in a previous issue 
o f the m agazine, the funds, a s  fa r  as their 
allocation is concerned, are divided in two 
p a r t s : m oney devoted to outside charities 
and that devoted to C hapel im provem ents. 
The collection on A rm istice Sunday w as 
g iven  to  the E a rl H a ig  Fund for disabled 
ex-servicem en.

A fte r a  v isit from  C aptain  B a k e r  o f the 
Church A rm y, w h o spoke to us about the 
w ork  carried  on by the “  Thim ble Row  
M ission ”  in Perth , we decided to- g ive  £ 1 0  
for the purpose o f provid ing presents for 
about 200 poor children, who are to be given 
a  C h ristm as P a rty  by the above-mentioned 
M ission.

A  further portion of the funds has been 
used fo r acqu irin g  two oak  collecting plates 
in m em ory o f J .  A . A nderson, w ith whose 
nam e they are to be inscribed.

A nyone attending our Sunday services 
and our variou s other Chapel functions would 
quickly realise  how im portant a part the 
C hapel p lays in the life o f the School.,

C hapel Fu nds.

Income.
Sinking Fund Balance 
Chapel Improvements Fund 
Collections this Term

Expenditure.
Earl Haig Fund ..........................
Thimble Row Mission 
Anderson Memorial Plates 
Balances—

Sinking Fund ...
Chapel Improvements Fund

£ 1 4 0 0
15 14 2
32 9 11

£ 6 2 4 1

£5 0 0
10 0 0

I 10 0

21 0 0
24 *4 1

4 1

G. S t u r r o c k )  ,
H. S harman } A ud'tors.
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Third Annual Dinner

TH E  third A nnual D inner w as held at the 
G rosvenor R estau ran t on S atu rd ay  the
21 st Decem ber, when there w as a very  

representative gathering- o f S trathallian s 
from  all parts, each local centre bein g re
presented by three or m ore m em bers o f the 
Club. The whole o f the arrangem ents w ere 
carried out in m ost fitting and efficient 
m anner, and the D inner Com m ittee w ere 
congratulated by all and sundry.

The Business M eeting w as held prior to 
the Dinner, and the S e c re ta ry ’ s report w as 
presented.

The General Secretary , M r. A . W . Ja m e s, 
read the report of the p rogress o f the Club 
during 1929, and reported an increase o f 38 
in the m em bership, which now  stands at 179 . 
A  p leasing feature has been the increase in 
the num ber o f life m em bers, the roll now 
standing at 3 1 ,  bein g 17  m ore than last year. 
W ith  regard  to finance, the Club has con
siderably im proved its position, the available 
balances now standing at £ 2 1 1  10 / 1 1 ,  of 
which £20 0  has been placed on deposit re
ceipt with the Union B an k  o f Scotland.

E xtract from  F in a n cia l S ta tem en t for 1929.

Income.
Subscriptions—

92 at 7/6 ... . .............. ... £ 3 4  10 o
17 life members at ^ 5  ... ... 85 o o

Interest on deposit receipt ... ... 3 9 5

£ 12 2  19 5

Expenditure.
504 copies of “ The Strathallian”  posted

to members at i/- per copy ... £ 2 5  4 o
Excess of Income over Expenditure ... 97 15 5

£ 12 2  19 s

Balance brought forward from last year .£ 1 13  15 6
Excess of Income over Expenditure in

I929 .................................................... 97 * 5 5

Total cash available £ 2 1 1  10 11

Subsequently it w as resolved :

1 .— That the minutes of the last m eeting 
be taken as read.

2 .— T h at the list of new m em bers laid be
fore the meeting be approved.

3 .— T h at this y e a r ’s Dinner Com m ittee be 
re-appointed to  m ake all arrangem ents for 
the next Annual Dinner.

4 .— T h at an Old B o y s ’ Comm ittee be 
form ed to arran ge the Old B o y s ’ matches 
aga in st the S c h o o l; the m em bers to consist 
o f M essrs. N . G. R eid  (Convener), D. O. 
M elrose, J .  B . M orrison, G. B . Sm ith and 
H. M. Todd.

5 .— T h at the annual subscriptions of mem
bers of Branch Clubs be allocated as follow s : 
2/6 to local funds, 3/- to  m agazine and 2/- 
to general fund.

A fter the loyal toasts, L t.-C o l. A . D. 
M acln nes Shaw , D .S .O ., proposed the toast 
o f “ The C lu b ”  in the fo llow ing te rm s:

“ M r. C hairm an and Gentlem en,— It is a 
g reat privilege for me to be here w ith the 
Old Strathallian  Club and to propose the 
toast o f this Club. Gentlemen, I came here 
to-night as a  stran ger, but already I feel 
that I have absorbed a certain amount of 
the atm osphere o f your g reat School. I think 
that no one sitting  next your H eadm aster, 
even for a few  hours, could fail to have 
caught this spirit into his blood. Y o u  are 
m eeting together to-night as a Club in order 
to celebrate your own achievem ents. I can 
think of no better object to celebrate than 
on e ’s own achievem ents.”

A fter referring to his own education at 
one o f the E n glish  Public Schools, the gallant 
Colonel stated that the whole principle of 
the public school system  is to m ake better 
and more useful citizens of the youth of the 
Em pire. H e continued, “  I f  your school can 
combine education, and first-class com m ercial 
education at that, with the esprit de corps 
I see to-night, your school is second to none. 
[Loud  and continued applause,] B ut there 
is even more than t h a t ; one m akes at school 
friends, and these friendships are  greater 
than any other friendships that w e can form 
throughout life. It is indeed a  great privilege 
and a g rea t honour to  you to meet together 
in this hall and to re-rem ember those days 
you had at school. These m eetings o f the 
Club are an extraord inarily  good thing. The 
whole country, the whole Em pire, requires 
the very  best of m anhood, and it seems to 
me that Strathallan  is doing a very  great 
th ing in empire-building.

Strathallan  is sending out to all parts of 
the Em pire men w ho are trained and ready
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to take their part in those g rea t empire- 
building schem es that w e, as loyal citizens 
o f the E m pire, desire to  see. It  is the form er 
pupils o f the School that I address to-night. 
It  is to you gentlem en especially that w e, 
not only in this city but a lso  in Scotland, 
m ust look fo r g reat results, and it seem s to 
me that if you h ave som eone w ith that ex
perience, that vision , courage and intelli
gence to lead you, you cannot g o  very  fa r  
w rong. ’ ’

H e went on to relate in a hum orous w ay  
how  a  w orld-fam ed engineer, in com pany 
with one of our g reatest rac in g  m otorists, 
went out tO' try  a  car em bodying new ideas. 
T h ey w ere go in g  along the road at 70 m iles 
an hour when a loud report w as heard, and 
the car im m ediately z ig -zagged  in an alarm 
in g fashion and cam e to a  stop  in a field. 
“  I got out o f that very  w ell, don ’t you think 
so ?  ”  said  the engineer to  the m otorist, who 
w a s inclined to agree  w ith him, till he got 
out to exam ine the burst tyre. T h e gallan t 
Colonel, how ever, did not tell us w hat he 
said when he found it w as the spare wheel 
that had blown ! A p p ly in g  the m oral, he 
continued, “  Y o u  m ust have at the head 
som eone who is prepared to train  the ch ar
acter along the straigh t road and keep it on 
that road during troublous tim es, and I have 
realised to-night that Strathallan  has such 
a  m an to-day in your H eadm aster.

W e  in com m erce, and business men gen er
ally ju st now, are prone to  feel the depression 
which overtakes m ost o f us at this time of 
the year, but to-night I have recaptured once 
a ga in  that spirit o f buoyancy.

W e  have in Scotland a  School which is 
producing the spirit necessary fo r the de
velopm ent o f our E m pire, and I am more 
than proud to' be here— I am honoured.

Given the righ t men and the opportunity 
fo r the youth of the country, this B ritish  
Em p ire  w ill revive  and flourish once a g a in .”  
[P ro lon ged  app lause.]

M r. A nderson L yon  suitably replied, thank
in g the gallan t Colonel fo r his kind senti
m ents and fo r the insp iring address which 
he had ju st g iven  to' the Club. M r. L yon  
laid  stress on the Old B o ys  stick in g  together 
as  a C lub, as w ell as bein g old m em bers o f a 
g reat School. H e dwelt on the ad van tages

of the School m agazine devoting a consider
able part of its p ages to the Old B o ys, thus 
keeping everybody in touch with one another.

M r. J .  F .  D ow , in proposing “  The 
S ch o o l,”  s a id :

‘ ‘ I rise to propose this toast to-night with 
very  m ixed feelings. T h e m ore prevalent of 
these is one o f great pleasure at the honour 
conferred upon me by ask in g  me to perform  
this duty— but the other feeling is one which 
borders on futility , and that is caused by 
the eloquent m anner in which Lt.-C o l. 
M acln n es Sh aw  has addressed us this 
evening.

It is very  annoying to think that while 
this gentlem an probably only made a note 
in his d iary  that he had to speak to-night, 
and then spoke as eloquently as he did.

There is one other factor which alm ost led 
to' m y undoing, and that is the next nam e on 
the toast list. W hen I feel that M r. R iley  
is g o in g  to' speak next, it takes me back 
tw o or three years to a certain geograph y 
lesson which occurred every W ednesday with 
horrible regu larity . The subject of the lesson 
is som e obscure part of the world about 
which no decent self-respecting person has 
ever heard— a  question has been asked and I 
h ave rash ly  put up m y hand, know ing well 
that if  I had not I should m ost certain ly be 
asked. M r. R iley  has pounced on m e ; this 
speech is m y answ er, for I w as not able to 
find one then. And I feel sure that when 
M r. R iley  rises in reply his first w ords will 
b e :  “ Y o u ’ll have to' pay fo r th is .”  I f  this 
is the case , gentlem en, I p ray you— remember 
yo u r club spirit and g ive  me your protection. 
[Loud  lau gh ter and cries o f ‘ W e  will. ’ ]

A t a tim e like th is, when Strathallians of 
all a g e s  are gathered  together— those who 
left School m any years ago- and those who 
have only recently left— it is appropriate that 
w e should stand aside fo r a moment and 
consider Strath , as it used to be and as it is 
now. It  is not yet seventeen years since 
Strath , first opened its doors, but I feel sure 
that the p rogress that has been m ade has 
exceeded even M r. R ile y ’s w ildest dream s 
of success. From  the sm all stru g g lin g  stage  
o f early  w a r days Strath , has gone on till 
it now  holds a h igh  position am ong the 
fam ous schools of Scotland. [A p plause.]

I w as asked a little while ago  by a public 
school m an if  S trath , would not have been
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an even grea ter force if it had been a  public 
school— but the an sw er to that is obvious. O ur 
School would not h ave risen as it has done 
had it not been fo r the sheer hard w o rk  and 
personal unselfishness shown by ou r H ead 
m aster. [Lo u d  applause.] H is schem es and 
enorm ous expenditure on the School would 
not, I am sure, have been authorised by any 
B oard  o f Governors.

And, gentlem en, I consider that the g re a t
est benefit which any o f us have received 
from  Strath , is to have received som e o f this 
spirit o f his, which he has tried so hard to 
com m unicate to  all S trath allian s.

B u t those w h o have know n the B o ss  at 
School only have m issed much. T h ere  is 
another side o f him revealed only to the 
chosen few  who have accom panied him on 
one o f his periodic jaun ts to  P a ris  or the 
Continent. [C ries  o f ‘ O h ! W h at is it?  
Go o n .’ ]

There are m any stories told—-some true 
and others untrue, and m any very  libellous—  
of the B oss and his adventures or m isadven
tures abroad, but the one which I should like 
to retell to-night is, I think, true. It  is 
related that during a certain  train  journey 
on the R iv ie ra  the B o ss met an A m erican 
Senator and his w ife. The A m erican and he 
got into conversation, and soon becam e very  
interested in each other. T h e A m erican w as 
a g rea t traveller, and when he spoke of 
places all over the earth the B o ss replied 
alm ost every t im e : ‘ O h, yes, one of m y 
boys is there ! ’ A t last the A m erican ’s w ife  
took up the cudgels, and turning to the B oss, 
in a  most m ystified voice she said , ‘ S a y  ! 
Y o u ’ve go t a boy in Sh an gh a i, another 
in Chili, several in A m erica and m any in 
London. Gee ! Y o u  m ust have an enorm ous 
fam ily .’ [R o a rs  of lau gh ter.] And the tale 
goes on to say  that M r. R iley  only made 
m atters w orse by protesting that he w as a 
bachelor. [R o a rs  o f laugh ter and delighted 
applause, in which M r. R iley  joined, re
m arking that it w as his turn to speak n ext.]

There are m any m ore tales o f the B o ss, 
but I shall refrain from  telling them , because 
I know  that fo r every one that I could tell 
aga in st him he could tell ten a g a in st alm ost 
an y Strathallian  here to-n ight, and this is no 
tim e for those with lurid pasts to have their 
m isdeeds brought up before them. [S ig n ifi
cant ‘ H ear, hears ’ from  M r, R ile y .]

A nother toast which usually appears on 
this list is that o f ‘ The School G a m es,’ but 
I see that it is not here to-n ight. Som e m ay 
wonder if the results o f the recent cricket 
and rugby team s are better kept quiet, but 
as fa r  as cricket is concerned, anyone who 
played in the Old B o y s ’ gam e w ill assure 
those people th at the School side has not 
declined (the School w on the m atch with 
gre a t ease), while with regard  to  ru g ger, the
15  O .S . who played at Forgan d en n y a  fort
night a g o  to-day have nothing but respect 
fo r their successors in the School X V . Gam es 
are undoubtedly another part of S trath , life 
w here a slow , but sure, im provem ent is 
ta k in g  place.

A p art, how ever, from  the actual School 
sides, this has been a g re a t ye ar fo r Strath , 
ru g ger. F o r  the first tim e in the h istory of 
the School tw o S trath allian s h ave taken part 
in the In ter-C ity m atch, while tw o took part 
in the International T ria l a t H aw ick  to-day, 
I think we can sa fe ly  say  that the first S tra th 
allan  international cap  is com ing in the very  
near future.

N ot lon g a g o  I m et an O .S . who had lost 
touch with School altogeth er since he left, 
and asked me if S trath , had not gone down 
som ew hat in the last ye ar or two. But since 
the S trath allian s here to-night are those w ho 
h ave kept a  close bond between the School 
and them selves, you know  that Strath , has not 
gone down. N ever since these fa r  off B rid ge  
of A llan  days has our School looked back , 
and I sincerely hope that it never w ill.

Gentlem en, I a sk  you to join me in this 
toast, which, I think, is the one nearest and 
dearest to  our hearts, and that is ‘ The 
S ch o o l,’ coupled with the nam e o f our dear 
friend, M r. R ile y , the B o s s .”

It  w as noted that Colonel M acln n es Sh aw  
and M r. R iley  both congratulated  M r. D ow  
on his speech, which w as really a first-class 
effort.

M r. R iley  replied to the toast o f “  The 
School ”  in the fo llo w in g  w o rd s :— “  M r. 
D ow , Col. M acln nes Shaw , and Gentlemen. 
It  is w ith the g reatest pleasure and pride 
that I rise to respond to the toast o f ‘ The 
School ’ which has been proposed in such 
a happy m anner and which you have 
honoured so enthusiastically. I repel all 
those insinuations and I am not go in g  to 
tell any tales out o f school, It is a  source
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of the g reatest gratification  to me to see you 
all gathered  here and to h ave such a liv in g  
w itness and testim ony o f the place that 
Strathallan holds in your lives [loud applause].

A s you all know , Strath allan  is flourishing 
and has to-day under its roof 200 boys 
w hose a verage  age  is nearly 15  years, 
aga in st an average  o f 14  years four years 
ago . T h is  in itse lf is evidence o f real, 
genuine p ro gress and real, genuine p rogress 
m eans that boys at school to-day have a 
very  much more profitable tim e than you 
had during your schooldays. W e  h ave a 
total staff o f 14  m asters and I think that I 
am doing no injustice when I say  that w e 
have the strongest staff as a whole that has 
ever held sw ay  at Forgand enny. W e have 
developed our advanced courses in medicine, 
engineering and com m erce to such a pitch 
that w e are quite prepared to take boys 
righ t up to their final degree, except, of 
course; in  medicine.

W e  are now  in close touch w ith b ig  
business concerns all over B ritain  w ho are 
very  anxious to tak e  our boys w ho earn the 
school’ s recom m endation and train them 
eventually for executive posts. N ow  this 
part o f school life takes up a  lot o f m y time, 
since I v isit not only the boys in these firm s, 
but also their directors w ho keep me posted 
not only with the p rogress that the boys are 
m aking , but w ith their own exact require
m ents. There is a trem endous ad van tage 
in this to the boys, to the .School, to business 
and to the country [ap p lau se].

On the am enity side o f school life w e have 
effected ve ry  g reat im provem ents o f late. 
W e  have im proved our R u g g e r  g ro u n d ; w e 
h ave placed on a  sure foundation our 
sw im m ing c lu b ; w e h ave developed in a 
degree which I can h ardly m ake you 
appreciate our D ram atic  and M usical 
Societies. In fact, the only, th ing I can 
su g g e st to you is that you should com e up 
to Forgan d en n y and see fo r yourselves w hat 
w e h ave done. W e h ave established a 
series o f lectures by the forem ost lecturers 
in the country, and these not only are a 
source o f great enjoym ent but they are 
in the h ighest degree instructive. A  few  
w eeks ago  w e had a lecture from  Adm iral 
Carpenter, who brought home to us in a w ay  
that nothing else could h ave done the 
brilliant w a y  in w hich the B ritish  N a vy

saved our Em pire. H e showed us that the 
spirit o f the B ritish  N a vy  w as w hat it a lw ays 
has been. H e showed us its self sacrifice, 
its g r it, its resource, and he left implanted 
in the m inds o f each o f us who w as 
p rivileged  to hear him, a pride and a 
patriotism  which is often so lackin g in our 
people to-day. T ru ly , these am enities have 
a real educative value.

I have draw n my prefects much closer to 
me than ever they w ere in the history of 
the School— and I have done this on the 
advice o f some o f you here to-night. W e 
had the first o f a series o f p re fects ’ dinners 
this last term , w here a fter the usual 
form al toasts, w e had quite a useful 
exch ange o f v iew s and I w as delighted to 
find that they w ere able not only to m ake 
useful and constructive suggestions, but they 
showed an increased keenness to do anyth ing 
in their power to further the interests o f 
the School.

Gentlem en, with a  spirit like this 
p revailin g  at School and w ith a band of 
brothers such as w e have in the world out
side w hose loyalty is unsw erving and who 
righ tly  feel a pride in the w ork  they have 
helped to do in ra is in g  Strathallan  to its 
present proud position, can you doubt for 
one m om ent that the future holds in store 
for us g reater successes than ever before, 
and as w e g o  on ever upw ards, you leading 
the w a y ; rest assured that I w ill be with 
you, and those boys at school w ill come to 
join you, full o f the spirit you did so much to 
foster and all together w e w ill march 
fehoulder to shoulder through life and who 
is there w ho w ill sa y  us nay [loud and 
continuous app lause] ” . '

M r. C live M ontgom ery, o f London, 
proposed the toast o f “  Absent Friends ” , 
pointing out the value o f the Club and the 
Branch C lubs in keeping the Old B o ys 
together. Cables w ere read from  various 
parts of the world w ish ing the dinner every 
success, show ing that those w ho w ere 
absent in person Were not absent in spirit. 
T h e toast w as honoured in silence and there 
w ere m any there w hose hearts and minds 
w ere taken back to the w ild s and to the wide 
open spaces o f the w orld w here there are 
m any Strathallians' p lay in g the part of 
Em pire builders, and from  which they them 
selves w ere only absent on a brief holiday.
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CLUB DINNER AT GLASGOW
G ro up at  C h a ir m a n ’s Table

Left to Right.—Messrs. Melrose, Barr, Montgomery, Colonel M‘ Innes Shaw, Mr. Riley,
Messrs. Lyon, Dow and Reid.

THE DUNDEE DINNER
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M r. M elrose ga^e the toast o f “  Our 
G uest ”  which w a s  m ost enthusiastically 
honoured and suitably replied to by the 
ga llan t Colonel, w ho lau gh in gly  referred  to 
the splendid enconium s applied to him by 
M r. M elrose as being one o f the best 
obituary notices he could possibly w ish  for.

Th e m eeting closed w ith the s in g in g  of 
“  Auld L a n g  S y n e .”

There w ere a g rea t m any te legram s and 
letters of regret o f absence due to circum 
stances which are not likely to arise  aga in , 
and when it is gen erally  appreciated w h at a 
wonderful evening had been spent it is 
probable that we shall be able to p ass the 
hundred m ark  next year. It  is the w ish  of 
M r. R iley  and the Dinner Com m ittee to 
m ake this an accom plished fact in 1930.

D U N D E E  B R A N C H  C L U B  D I N N E R .

The second annual B ranch  D inner w as 
held in Dundee at K id d ’ s R estau ran t on 
Satu rd ay  the 14th Decem ber, and w as 
attended by nearly 30  m em bers.

A fter the L o ya l T o ast, M r. H ugo 
Cam eron (just returned from  B o go ta) 
proposed “  T h e C lu b ,”  which w as replied to 
by M r. A. W . Ja m e s, the G eneral Secretary , 
who g a ve  an interim  report on the splendid 
p rogress which had been m ade throughout 
the year and em phasised the sound financial 
basis on which the Club now  stood.

M r. C. E . Anderson proposed the toast 
o f “  T h e School ”  in fitting term s, and M r. 
H. R iley  replied, sketch ing in outline the 
growth and development that had taken place at 
Strathallan during the last two or three years.

T h e toast o f “  T h e Dundee B ranch  ”  w as 
proposed by M r. M. N orton, the E d itor of 
the M agazine, and acknow ledged by M r. G. 
B . Sm ith , the local Secretary .

It  is understood that an innovation is to 
be made in the w ay o f a rra n g in g  periodical 
inform al lunches to enable the local m em bers 
to keep in closer touch w ith one another.

A t intervals the gath erin g  w as favoured 
by m usical item s by M r. A . J .  S h aw , w ith 
M r. W . E . W ard  at the piano, and everyone 
agreed  that a happy and profitable evening 
had been spent.

The proceedings term inated w ith a vote 
of thanks to M r. Sm ith fo r the excellent 
arrangem ents he had made.

E D I N B U R G H  D I N N E R .

The first annual D inner of the Edinburgh 
branch of the S trath allian  Club w as held in 
the N orth B ritish  S tation  H otel, Edinburgh, 
on S atu rd ay , 7th Decem ber. About 24 
m em bers w ere present.

A fter the L o ya l T o ast, g iven  by the 
Chairm an (M r. H . R ile y ) , M r. P eter Reid 
proposed the toast o f “  The Strathallian  
C lu b ,”  em phasisin g the value in after life 
o f the tra in in g to be obtained at a good 
school, such as S trath allan , and stressin g  
the responsibilities o f those who are called 
upon to fill executive positions.

In reply, the Secre tary  o f the Club (M r. 
A. W . Ja m e s) outlined the p rogress made 
by the Club during the year and referred to 
the increasing value which Old Strathallian s 
w ere setting upon m em bership o f the Club.

D r. J .  E . M orrison g a ve  the toast of 
“  T h e S ch o o l,”  com pared old days with 
m ore recent ones and am used the party by 
re ferrin g  to some o f the more painful 
experiences he had w hilst at Strathallan .

T h e H eadm aster (M r. H. R iley) in reply, 
sketched the m ore recent developm ent o f the 
School in all branches of its activ ities, 
stressin g  the duty o f the Old B o ys to 
m aintain the traditions o f the School and to 
fight their w a y  in life to clear the path for 
the g rea ter successes o f the School. I f  the 
Old B o y s  would fo rg e  the w ay , he would not 
be slow  to follow.

M r. S . D ow  (G lasgo w ) proposed the toast 
o f “  T h e Ed inburgh  B ranch  o f the Club ”  
(coupled w ith the nam e o f M r. Jard ine 
S tu a rt) , statin g  that m em bers o f the Club 
in G la sg o w  wished the greatest possible 
success to the Edinburgh  branch.

The S ecretary  o f the Edinburgh branch 
(M r. Ja rd in e  S tu art) regretted the absence 
o f several E dinburgh  Old S trath allian s 
ow in g to the inter-city m atch and intim ated 
the p leasure it had been to him to organ ise 
the Dinner which had been enjoyed so much 
by all present.

A  vote o f thanks to the C h air term inated 
the dinner officially, but it w a s  observed that 
the enthusiasm  o f m em bers had by no m eans 
w aned and groups rem ained behind to live 
old days over aga in  in spirit.
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The D ram atic

ON  Decem ber 16th the D ram atic  Society, 
fo llow ing the prevalent fashion, 
produced a thriller, “  T h e M an at 

S ix , ”  by Ja c k  Celestin and Ja c k  de Leon. 
H ere w ere all the ingredients o f a blood
th irsty  m elo d ram a: the em pty house, a
sin ister b lackguard , a dope fiend, a g a n g  of 
crooks, a corpse under the d ivan , an 
incrim inating letter, shots in the d ark, a 
fight in the g a ra g e , a death-dealing bomb, 
and, of course, the blundering detective with 
his foil, the brilliant am ateur, who 
incidentally proves to be the villain . N or is 
it surprisin g  that the problem s, riddles and 
conundrum s are all solved by a dem ure little 
m iss who sits still and keeps her mouth s h u t ; 
for this is a lw ays so in the best thrillers.

T h e play opened with the stealthy entrance 
o f the fasc in atin g  Syb il V an e, played by Ian 
Scott. The stronger sex a lw ays finds it 
difficult to adopt the little tricks and poses 
of bew itching E ve , but Scott, aided by an 
adm irable jnake-up, played his part very  
creditably ; indeed he m ight h ave attended a 
bargain  sale in the m illinery departm ent, or 
even a m others’ m eeting w ithout undue fear 
o f detection. H ow ever, he w as perhaps a 
little too subdued at tim es, a fa ilin g  which 
produced occasional inaudibility. W h at 
envy must have been occasioned am ong his 
neighbours by that c igarette  he sm oked so 
b ra v e ly ; and yet how unw illing he would 
have been to forego the o rd e a l!

F ra n k  Pine (F . W . G ra n t), S y b il ’ s ally, 
has im proved, but he still lacks sufficient 
emotional force in his actin g. Confidence 
he h as, but he m ust acquire em phasis. A s 
a result he failed to im press his personality 
on his audience and g a ve  rather a colourless 
display.

The villa inous, uncouth W olm er as 
portrayed by V . Lauderdale, w as 
undoubtedly a devil o f a fellow . R uth less 
determination, accom panied by a cold
blooded ferocity, w as rendered w ith fau ltless 
articulation. H is pugilistic  prow ess, too, 
w as entirely realistic. P erh aps C a m era  m ay 
meet his match after a l l !

The cravin g  for dope is not easy  to 
sim ulate, but Ian  C h alm ers’ brow  m ay 
deservedly receive its w reath of laurels. A s

S o c ie ty  S ocia l
S ir  Jo sep h  Pine who, tortured by his m ania 
fo r d ru gs, soils his spotless reputation and 
purloins the choicest treasures in his custody, 
C halm ers w as an outstanding success, 
although his su fferings w ere not perhaps as 
acute in repose as when he took the stage. 
H ow ever, his irritable, nerve-racked 
dem eanour w a s  quite appropriate.

P ro bab ly  the m ost difficult part in the p lay 
w as that o f the dunder-headed, autocratic 
Inspector D aw ford . T h is w as played with 
considerable success by G. M. Sturrock , 
who, how ever (m ost unusually) suffered 
from  nerves in the first scene. L a ter he 
im proved im m ensely, but he w as scarcely 
a g g re ss iv e  enough ; nor did he brow beat the 
suspects w ith the loud-toned bullyin g which 
the part dem anded. On the whole, he w as 
h ardly up to his usual h igh  standard.

S ergean t H ogan  (H . B row n) w as a jo y  to 
see and hear— especially hear. W h at 
assiduous attention he m ust have paid to 
m athem atics before he could acquire the 
rich Irish brogue possessed by our H ibernian 
c o lle a g u e ! A las, that the noble science 
should be put to such uses !

Undoubtedly the find o f the evening w as 
J .  G allow ay w ho took the part o f the 
loquacious and incredibly v u lg a r  M rs. 
Cum m erpatch. Audibility, control and 
intonations w ere alike excellent, while the 
fluent back-chat o f the kitchen interspersed 
with gestu res o f outraged  d ignity made this 
queen o f charwom en the m ost popular player 
o f the evening.

It is universally  adm itted that M r. Norton 
scored another trium ph as the double-dyed 
villa in  m asquerading as Cam pbell E d w ard s, 
the am ateur sleuth. H is cocksure self- 
sufficiency on which w a s  superim posed the 
ill-tim ed facetiousness o f a monocled popin
ja y  m ust have been difficult to sustain. The 
supercilious scorn with which he treated 
poor D aw ford  w as indeed so realistic that 
w e can quite im agine the country cousin 
v isitin g  the theatre for the first time w ish ing 
to get upon the stage  and “  have a g o  at 
h im .”

M orrison, as Jo sh u a  A tkinson, w as 
gen erally  M orrison. H is actin g w as inclined
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to be m onotonous, though, notably in his 
speech at the telephone, now and then he 
spoke with the necessary em phasis.

T h e behaviour o f the police sergean t ( J. 
W ald ie) aroused shrieks o f m errim ent. H is 
ungainliness and naive statem ents w ere most 
am using, and W ald ie  played his part very  
satisfactorily— though it m ust be noted that 
the part w as one adm irably suited to the 
novice.

A . M elville, as the police surgeon, did not 
use his voice to the best effect, but other
w ise w a s  adequate. H ow ie made a peaceful 
corpse slain under brutal circum stances.

On the fo llow ing night w e w ere 
entertained by a com edy o f H ighland  life, 
“  A  B lan k  C a rtr id g e ,”  by Ian H ay. The 
story centres round the plot by which H ilda 
Sm ithson and A n gu s F arq u h ar seek to 
prevent H ild a ’s father, who has bought the 
estate o f Inverm utchkin fo r the shooting, 
from  exercisin g  his talents in this direction, 
which is the one th in g beyond his powers. 
T o  achieve their end it is arran ged  fo r a 
m onetary consideration that he shall shoot 
M cRobbie, the head gam ekeeper.

A s M cRobbie, J .  T . Joh nstone, had a 
part a fter his own h e a r t ; at least w e m ay 
ju dge so from  the zest with which he played 
it. Perhaps he w as at tim es too noisy, but 
nevertheless he showed im m ense assurance, 
and his indignation at the scant concern with 
which his wounds w ere regarded  by the 
conspirators w as only equalled by the 
excellence o f his realistic gro an s and loud 
lam entations o f woe. In  short, a m ost 
praisew orthy perform ance.

E lspeth , his daugh ter (E . B . M cK ay) 
played a lim ited part w ith considerable 
talent. H is solicitation at her fa th er ’ s 
in juries showed that he possessed em otional 
force, w hile his torrent o f broad Scotch w as 
a sheer joy. W e  should like to see him in 
a b ig g e r part.

The capable and dom esticated H ilda w as 
portrayed by Paton , w hose d ign ity  w as 
som ew hat m arred by trouble with his skirts. 
I f  hardly so  good as when last w e saw  him, 
he played his part with considerable £clat, 
but he m ust rem em ber to raise his voice.

W . M itchell, as A n gus, the factor, w as 
calm , cool and collected. H e p ossesses an 
asset in his voice, and his intonations w ere 
excellent. A s a lover his behaviour w as 
d istinctly superior to those who were 
obliged  to assum e this uncongenial role in 
p ast term s. C ertain ly, he m ay be reckoned 
one of the “  fin d s.”

The nouveau-riche Sm ithson, enthusiastic 
and unskilful sportsm an, w as hardly loud, 
v u lg a r  and ostentatious enough, though he 
exuded a certain  bluffness, and w as on the 
w hole adequate.

In conclusion, a word o f praise m ust be 
g iven  to I. T urner, s tage  m an ager, and his 
assistan ts , E . M. H art and D. S . Thom son, 
for though they w ere not fated to appear 
before the foo tligh ts, their contribution to 
the gen eral success o f the play could be seen 
in the efficiency o f the arrangem ents and 
gen eral stage  equipm ent. A lso w e would 
thank M r. Sharm an and his orchestra for 
the sw eet m usic with which they beguiled 
the tediousness o f the intervals.

P . W . S.

L E C T U R E  ON “  L I F E  IN T H E  B R I T I S H  
W E S T  I N D I E S . ”

On O ctober 9th, the R ev . A . R . Runnels- 
M oss opened the series o f  lectures upon the 
above subject. On the surface the title m ay 
seem  to savour too much o f the classroom  
and g e o g rap h y  lesson ; but the R ev . Runnels- 
M oss is a personality to be reckoned with, 
and so stron g  a one that he carried 
his audience with him w here he would, 
begu ilin g  the journey across the Atlantic 
w ith anecdote and rem iniscence, and 
appealing to a b o y ’ s softest spot when 
describ ing the islands and their products—  
his stom ach. In this w ay  geograph ical facts, 
v isualised  by some excellent slides, w ere 
absorbed unconsciously, and stam ped 
indelibly upon the mind. Then, too, there 
w as the vivid  description o f the ascent of 
the Souffr£re, and its eruption o f 1902. 
H ere w a s  adm irable m aterial fo r the 
exercise  o f dram atic talents, and the lecturer 
seized his opportunity with such fervour as 
to leave his v isit next term in. a D ickens 
R ecital a much anticipated event.

M. N.
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T H E  D R A M A T I C  S O C I E T Y
O F F IC E R S  FO R SE SSIO N  1929-30: 

President, Mr. M. Norton ; Chairman,. I. M. Turner ; 
Vice-Chairman, G. M. Sturrock; Secretary, W. 
I. Chalm ers; Treasurer, W. H. Brown ; Adver
tising Agent, G. M. Sturrock; Committee, A. 
Morrison, F. W. Grant, J . T. Johnston, I). S. 
Thomson, V. Lauderdale.

The m em bership this session has increased 
to  s ix ty  m em bers, at which num ber it is to 
be lim ited ; and throughout the term  the 
m eetings w ere extrem ely w ell attended, 
much new talent has been discovered, and 
the fact that five new m em bers w ere in
cluded in the casts o f the end of term p lays 
is w orthy of m ention. A s the financial posi
tion of the Society , as a self - supporting 
factor in the School life, has been assured, 
it w as found possible to purchase w ig s  and 
other properties of such quality as would 
please the m ost captious critic.

O f the nine m eetings, five w ere devoted to 
rehearsed read ings o f one act p lays, o f which 
the Society now possesses a  fa ir  repertoire. 
These included “  In the L ib r a r y ,”  “  The 
B oy Com es H o m e,”  “  S h iverin g  Shocks ”  
and “  The C o in e rs ,”  the last-nam ed being 
produced for the first tim e, and all w ere en
thusiastically  received. A  feature o f the 
term w as an address by the President on 
“  G alsw orthy A g a in .”  E xp la in in g  that G a ls
w o rth y ’s latest dram atic efforts scarcely  did 
justice to his genius, M r. N orton elected to 
read from  an earlier p lay, “ Ju s t ic e ,”  and 
it w as evident from  the appreciation shown 
that his choice w as a happy one.

A s usual at the end of term , the Society 
presented p lays to the School, their choice 
this term  fallin g  on a m ystery p lay, “  The 
M an at S i x , ”  and w as by fa r  the m ost elabor
ate o f their productions up to the present. 
T h eir m em bers w ere also responsible for a 
short farce, “  The B lan k  C a rtr id g e ,”  by Ian 
Hay, produced on the night of the School Concert. 
Criticisms o f these will be found elsewhere.

The collection in aid o f the stage  equip
ment this term w as h igh ly g ra t ify in g , the 
sum of j^3 1/3  being realised. A n y doubts 
as to the S o c ie ty ’s abilities to purchase their 
own curtains for the next term , thereby 
enabling a w ider stage  to be constructed, 
were set at rest by the gen erosity  o f M r. 
R iley , who added a further ^ 3  to the collec
tion in recognition of the services rendered 
in the social life o f the School.

I . C h a l m e r s ,  Hon. Sec.

L E C T U R E  ON “  T H E  B L O C K I N G  O F  
Z E E B R U G G E . ”

On N ovem ber 25th, the School had the 
p leasure of h earing R ear-A d m iral Carpenter, 
V .C .,  on that glorious episode o f the w ar—  
the b lock ing o f Z eeb ru gg e . E leven  years 
have passed  since the nations o f the w orld , 
w earied  and nauseated by the carn age of 
w ar, laid down their a r m s ; yet despite all 
the slau gh ter, the brutality  and the horror 
of that titanic stru gg le , nothing can ever 
dissipate the glam our entirely which 
surrounds the bravery  o f the men who 
fough t, and all too often died, during the 
stru gg le . And o f all noble deeds the 
Z ee b ru g g e  epic shines forth  as a tribute to 
B ritish  courage. T o  those who listened to 
the m odest, even casual, chronicle o f the 
alm ost incredible heroism  exhibited in that 
perilous enterprise, it m ust be for ever a 
source o f pride.

A dm iral C arpenter first em phasised -the 
necessity .for such an undertaking, - the 
G erm an subm arine m enace threatening our 
islands with starvation . H e then briefly 
outlined the audacious plan to block the 
outlet from  the subm arine base,. B ru ges. 
M ore p articu larly  did he reveal the difficulties 
to be surm ounted before, this could be 
accom plished. H istory  did not help to solve 
these (w e hope this tribute to the value  of 
h istory w as not lost on the audience), but 
the plans w ent forw ard  in strict secrecy and 
special tra in ing ' w as begun fo r the 
participators.

H ow  all contingencies w ere foreseen and 
catered for proved as enthralling a story as 
the actual episode itself. Am id so m any 
deeds o f valou r it is im possible to refer to 
one phase o f the b locking w ithout referring  
to others and this article is too brief to 
mention a l l : if any detail stood out m ore than 
the rest it w as the fact that so few  bodies 
w ere left on alien soil despite the carnag’e 
which ensued ; but little that w as heard that 
even in g w ill be forgotten  by th e hearers.

T h e whole lecture w as an inspiration : at 
the present time w ith the evils o f unem ploy
ment sta lk in g  abroad no lesson could be 
better taken to heart than that o f the 
courage and tenacity shown at Z eeb ru gge. 
W ith  it our conquest in peace w ill be as sure 
as our conquest in w ar.

P . W . S .
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The C h ristm as C o n c e r t

A S  a new venture, M r. S h arm an ’ s C h rist
m as concert w as a rem arkable success.

W e  hope he and his collaborators w ill 
be encouraged to m ake this occasion w hat 
it is in m ost schools— an institution which is 
a lw ays looked forw ard  to- and which g ives  
much pleasure to all concerned. T o  do this 
much assistance is needed from  the boys. 
N ot a  few  more sin gers, especially trebles, 
are required, and any instrum entalist who is 
w illin g  to  practise and to put his heart into 
m ak in g the band a first-class success.

The choir san g  fresh ly and well all even
ing. Perh aps the balance between the low er 
and the upper parts w as a little fau lty  : the 
trebles should have sun g out a little more 
sturdily, and the soloists m ust try  to banish 
nervousness and take up their leads prom ptly 
and boldly. T h e whole choir, too, should 
m ake a point o f com m itting w ords and m usic 
to heart, and in perform ance should g ive  
them selves up entirely to the conductor. 
S till, these are all fau lts of inexperience, and 
w ill d isappear w ith practice. A s it w as, 
m any item s w ere very  pleasant indeed, and 
S u lliva n ’ s “ S tran g e  A d ven tu re”  w as beauti
fu lly  done by any standard  o f criticism .

T h e band suffered from  much the sam e 
fau lts, though they w ere patiently very  well 
rehearsed. A  m ore sonorous b ass is needed ; 
a second ’celloi would be adm irable. W h y  
does som ebody in the School not practise  this 
m ost beautiful o f all instrum ents? And w hy 
can we not h ave a few  p layers o f wood-wind 
and b ra ss?  Saxoph on es would m ake a world 
o f difference to w hat w as otherw ise rather 
colourless dance m usic. The B ach  “ G a vo tte ”  
tripped along very  g a ily , and the only fault 
w a s  the inaudibility o f the second violins. 
The inside parts m ust be heard in B ach  to 
g ive  the m usic its real beauty.

E v e ry  praise m ust be g iven  to' L in d say , 
M acA llister and Sm ith fo r the w a y  they 
tackled the M inuet from  the B rid ge  T rio . 
T h is  seem ed rather ungratefu l m usic to 
them : and it certain ly does not appeal very  
deeply. The trio  section cam e off best, and 
the pizzicato opening w as m ost delicately 
done.

T h e  serious so lo -m u sic  w as rem arkably 
good. M r. S h aw  succeeded in conveying,

though not in his best voice, all the emotion 
o f the “  E rl K o n ig ,”  and the various voices 
o f F a th e r, Son and Spirit which are heard 
in the song. M r. S h arm an ’ s accom panim ent 
w as splendid. In “  D rink to me only with 
thine E y e s  ”  M r. S h aw  w as perhaps a little 
too em otional, and his voice did not blend 
sufficiently with the treble voices which Mr. 
Sharm an  introduces in his truly delightful 
arrangem ent, which we hope he w ill publish 
soon.

T h e m usic critic is hardly called upon to 
d iscuss co m ed ian s; but he w as am used to 
a riotous pitch by M r. S h a w ’s eccentricities 
and by the aspects of the Celtic tem peram ent 
d isplayed by Stu rrock  and W ilson . Sturrock  
has a ve ry  fine voice, and he really m ust have 
it well trained. It is rem arkably steady and 
full. W ilso n ’s Irish ism s w ere done with a 
fine sw a g g e r  and a characteristic g a ie t y ; but 
he should com e w ell up the platform  and 
throw  out his voice as well as his chest. But 
he deserved, as did the others, all the riotous 
applause he received.

A ltogeth er a very  enjoyable evening, which 
w e look to see repeated often. In spite of 
the m inor points criticised above, there is 
m ost obviously a very  g rea t deal o f m usical 
talent in the School, and it could not be in 
better hands.

In conclusion, M r. Sharm an  has asked  me 
to  express his real gratitude to M essrs. 
M archant, W a rd , S h aw  and Lee fo r the 
g reat assistance they have g iven  him in every 
w ay . He w ishes me to say  that without them 
w e could never h ave enjoyed what w as a 
really  praisew orthy entertainm ent.

W . W . T .

C o m m e m o r a tio n  Day will 
be held on th e  last Satu rd ay  
in Ju n e ,  and all Strathallians  
a r e  heartily invited t o  be  
present.  Further particulars  
will be  given in the next  
Magazine.
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The French Play

OU R  congratu lation s to all concerned in 
the Sch o ol’s first Fren ch  p lay , which 
w as a notable success, on W ed nesd ay, 

Decem ber 18th . A s author, producer and 
player of the title role of “  L a  Serenade de 
l ’A v a r e ,”  M r. S h aw  achieved a  g rea t per
sonal triumph.

The story o f the tribulations of a m iser 
who falls in love with the sister o f his som e
w hat unscrupulous secretary  is told in the 
sim plest lan gu age  : and even those who knew  
no word of French  could follow  the action 
easily— for action and boisterous fun there is 
in plenty in the second act. A lto geth er the 
piece w as well constructed, and those p ortray
ing the several parts em inently satisfactory , 
though in the second scene th ere  w ere obvious 
faults in the positioning o f the crow d of 
v illagers , w ho w ere too apt to stand like 
statues, scorn ing any sign  o f life.

M r. Sh aw  him self as the m iser w as am az
ingly dynam ic, and he adm irably conveyed 
the progress o f the m iser’s mind from  greed 
to folly, and from  folly to m adness as a  re
sult of the trick  played upon him by his 
secretary.

A s  the secretary, C . W . M aclay  w as only 
p artia lly  successful. F luent and c lear in de
livery , he lacked ease and naturalness at 
tim es, particu larly  so in his m anner of lean
ing aga in st the table. H e w as fa r  better in 
the opening o f the second act.

A brilliant little cam eo w as g iven  by G. K . 
Chalm ers as a  b lustering bully, his m anner 
being nicely offset by m eak insignificance 
personified by the unfortunate A . M c K a y , 
who allowed him self to be thrown about with 
excellent abandon. Both these revealed true 
actin g  abilities, as, too, did I. K . L aw so n  in 
his portrayal of a n ightw atchm an, though 
his voice w as scarcely in keeping w ith his 
supposed age. H e w as very  apt, when not 
tak in g active part in the action, to attract

attention by his unnatural stillness, and his 
fall to the ground w as fa r  too careful. N . 
G illanders did very  well as a bibulous gentle
m an returning hom e w ith the m ilk, but he 
failed to m ake him self audible over the con
siderable hub-bub on the stage.

A s R o se , the object of the m iser’s affection, 
A . H arrington  looked excellent, and did his 
little quite creditably, though he tended to 
speak with his back  to his audience, thereby 
losin g  much o f the natural c larity  o f his 
voice. J .  W rig h t as the m iser’s va let made 
the m ost o f a sm all part, and A . F lem in g , 
despite m isfortune with his w ig , and J .  
C raw ford  w ere effective during their brief 
appearance as irate m other and m ischievous 
baby, though the latter should refrain  from  
looking at his audience. N o  little pleasure 
w as contributed by the w atch m an ’s faithful 
dog, though his enthusiasm  for a “  speak
in g  ”  part tended to drow n much o f the 
dialogue at the close of the play.

Undoubtedly there is here the m ak in gs of 
an excellent cast for French  plays in the 
future (and m ay they not be long in com ing !), 
fo r here is Y ou th , sp eak in g  Fren ch  fluently 
and, fo r the m ost p art accurately, breakin g 
new ground. W h a t fau lts could be found 
w ere the fau lts of Y ou th , and once the first 
nervousness has been overcom e and the 
stage  atm osphere absorbed, and with all the 
tricks o f sta g e  cra ft , E xperience w ill teach 
the participaters how to eradicate them.

M. N.

S p o r ts  Day. It has been  
d e c i d e d  to  hold the Sp or ts  
in May. Details will be pub
lished in the next issue.
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SCOUT INSPECTION

SCOUT T R O O P
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The S c o u ts
President 
Group S .M . -

The Drum Finn Tribe.
S .M . - - - D . H . J .  M archant.
P .L .s  (Curlews) - Linton.

(Sw ifts) - V o st.
(Eagles) - M ontgom ery.

G .S .M . ’s R E P O R T

FO R  the first time, in the h istory o f the 
73rd  Perthsh ire there are tw o distinct 
troops, each w ith its own C ourt of 

H onour and w o rk in g  independently of the 
other. O nly on m atters concerning the whole 
group will the two troops unite their councils 
and efforts. It has been suggested , for in
stance, that fo r outside com petition all the 
scouts of our School troops shall w o rk  to
gether. T h e ,n u m b er o f scouts h av in g  con
siderably increased d uring the p a s t  term s, 
splitting had becom e alm ost inevitable, and 
it w as a lucky chance that brought M r. 
L e g g e  and M r. M archant, tw o very  keen 
scouters, to Strathearn  at the sam e tim e as 
m em bers of the staff.

A t a Court o f H onour, held at the be
ginning o f term , division w as unanim ously 
agreed upon, and the gen eral opinon is that 
the chage o f organisation  is all for the better. 
G reat things are now expected from  the 
troop and its new leaders, and an increase 
in the num ber of patrols is foreseen next 
term . The 73rd  Perthsh ire  has been in luck 
in m ore w ays than one : M r. R iley  has very  
k indly prom ised to have a hut built up in the 
woods which is to- be used as a Scout H ead
quarters and for indoor m eetings— so that 
at last our scouts are  to possess a home of 
their own. The value of such an acquisition 
cannot be over-estim ated, and our w arm est 
thanks are due to- M r. R iley  for w hat un
doubtedly is the best encouragem ent he 
could give us. U p  till now w e h ave been 
confined for our indoor m eetings to the 
G ym ., a place not a lw ays very  suited to- the 
passin g  of tests, to discussion, cam p-fire 
songs, routine.work and general patrol w o rk  ; 
but now w e  feel confident that the scout hut, 
which will be ready fo r next term , w ill not 
only g ive  us all these facilities, but w ill 
g o  a lon g w ay  to create that necessary

H . R ile y , E sq .
- A . J .  Shaw .

The Woodsmoke Tribe.
S .M . - - - - T . F .  L e g g e .
P .L .s  (Owls) - 

(H aw ks) 
(Cuckoos)

Paton. 
M c K a y , B . 
Cow per.

atm osphere fo r the prom otion o f that spirit 
o f brotherhood so  v ita l in a troop. T h e mere 
pride in possession should act as a stim ulus, 
and it is fo r us to' show  ourselves w orthy o f 
the interest M r. R iley  is tak in g  in our w elfare 
and our progress.

A nother fact w orth m entioning is that M r. 
L e g g e  is now representing us on the E x ecu 
tive' Com m ittee.

T H E  D R U M  F I N N  T R I B E  R E P O R T .
T h is term  w e have spent several Saturd ay 

m ornings out o f the School grounds. The 
tolerant w eather during the first part o f the 
term  g a v e  us opportunities o f realising how 
adm irably the surrounding country is  suited 
to  scouting.

S cram blin g up Drum  Finn , p lunging 
through hedges and jum ping across burns, 
we h ave  drunk deep o f the in v igo ratin g  
m orning a ir, and our appreciation o f the 
beauties o f nature has been m ore aesthetic 
than analytic. W e  have tracked our enemies 
to' earth a fter fo llow ing their trail over hills 
and through thickets, with slow  elim ination 
of fa lse  t r a i ls ; w e h ave stalked on Drum  
Fin n — the hedges on the hill m oved ju st as 
surely as B irnam  Beeches cam e to Dun- 
sinane, but how  like the ostrich some o f us 
w ere, ly in g  in b lissfu l ignorance o f our too 
evident con cealm en t!

One pleasant m orning w as spent in a wood 
chase ; the O chils w ere strew n with wool—  
blue and pink, red and green , short pieces, 
lon g pieces (who- cut them all ?) The sun 
shone that m orning, not on the dew, though 
indeed that w as there, but on m yriad pieces 
o f coloured wool.

There com es a season, how ever, when the 
sun no lon ger shines, the leaves fall, the 
g lo ries o f sum m er are passed, and N ature 
lies asleep. B u t, all the tim e, the new seed 
is being nourished and kept safe  fo r the next 
y e a r ’s fru it. S o  w ith our activities during
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the latter part o f the term , w e h ave, on those 
occasions when ru g g e r has not claim ed our 
attention and interest, been concentrating on 
our w inter program m e o f indoor w ork. T h e 
difficulties o f m orse s ign allin g  are being 
overcom e, a course o f am bulance study has 
been taken , and it is a prophecy rather than 
a hope to state that by the end o f next term 
several Second C lass  Scouts w ill h ave becom e 
F irs t  C lass  Scouts, and all T enderfoots w ill 
have passed their Second C lass  T ests.

In conclusion, we all w ish  M acdougall, 
who is leav in g  us this term , the best o f luck 
in his new activities.

T H E  W O O D S M O K E  T R I B E  R E P O R T .
Th e close o f this term leaves m ingled, but 

p leasant, m em ories —  the ta n g  o f the a ir  on 
“ The H ill,”  the excitem ent of the scouting 
gam es from  the va lley  to the “  H igh  H ill ,”  
on which next term  w ill be our home, that 
lon g w alk  in the frosty  a ir, scalin g  sm all 
g lac ie rs  at angles which caused hands, feet 
and trousers to be em ployed as b rak es to 
on e’s backslid ing.

One th in g only is needed to strengthen the 
bond o f com radeship, the days spent together 
in the open with the fellow ship  which be
com es closer in the rousin g chorus of the 
cam p fire, w ith its dedication :
“ A s the red flame soars upw ard, so be our 

aim s,
A s the g rey  ashes fade, so  be our m is

ta k e s .”
One personal note : In fifteen years of 

scouting I h ave never been a m em ber o f a 
m ore loyal troop. W e  shall go  forw ard  in 
the scouting w orld to learn m ore, and g ive  
m ore to  others as a result o f the time spent 
together in the 73rd.

T H E  B U S I N E S S  C L U B .
T h is term  the B usiness Club has held four 

form al debates, six  im prom ptu debates, and 
on tw o occasions papers h ave been read by 
variou s m em b ers; but the activ ities have 
been considerably handicapped by the sm all
ness num erically o f the Club and by the 
difficulty encountered in the selection o f su it
able subjects fo r form al debating, the latter 
accounting fo r the abnorm ality in the num ber 
of im prom ptu debates.

P lenty  o f spirit w as shown in the debating, 
and if the participants becam e rather heated 
and unreasonable at tim es, n ecessitating their

bein g called to1 order, we m ust put it down 
to  zeal to the cause rather than inability to 
argu e  in a purely form al m anner. M essrs. 
L in d say , D ickinson and B row n w ere note
w orth y in their stick in g  to their guns in the 
face o f opposition.

S tran g ely  enough, in none o f the form al 
debates w as the motion carried , the nearest 
approach to victory  for the proposers being 
when M r. L in d sa y ’s defence o f professional
ism led to the motion “ That Professionalism in 
Gam es should be Encouraged” ending in a draw.

“ T h at Spo rt directed aga in st A nim al L ife  
should be Illega l ”  w as lost by four votes to 
tw o, this being due to the fact that the pro
posers conceded h alf the point by adm itting 
the lega lity  o f b ig-gam e h u n tin g ; while the 
m otion “  T h at C ap ita l Punishm ent should be 
Abolished ”  met w ith defeat by a sim ilar m ar
gin , despite M r. B ro w n ’s ingenius counter
proposals.

T h e best debate w as on the m otion ‘ ‘ T h at 
the Encroachm ent o f W om en into M en ’ s 
Sph eres in to be D eplored ,”  and the result, 
in favour o f women, came as rather a surprise.

T h e inform al debates, on less far-reaching 
topics, w ere a lso  keenly contested and gave  
rise to  num erous w ordy battles. T h e papers, 
too, w ere such as offered plenty o f scope for 
discussion, so that even here the debating 
elem ent w as introduced.

H . B r o w n , H o n . Sec.

S W I M M I N G .
T h rough out the term  each H otise has been 

able to  get into the pond tw ice a  w eek. N o 
lessons have been g iven  this term , but all 
the boys seem  able to swim .

One evening a  w eek w as devoted to w ater 
polo1 under the guidance of M r. Norton, and 
a m atch w as arran ged  with the R enfrew  
C lub, who w ere also to1 have g iven  exhibi
tions o f certain  strokes, but unfortunately 
the date fixed proved inconvenient. It  is 
hoped to arrange adate for thisevent in the Spring

A s the bath w as out o f action at the end 
o f term , ow ing to  changes in p ip ing arran ge
m ents, w e w ere unable to hold the com peti
tion fo r costum es, but this event w ill be held 
during the first w eek of next term . Another 
feature next term is the inauguration o f a 
life-sav in g  c lass , w hereby it is hoped to m ake 
practical use o f the dem onstrations given  by 
C aptain  D aintree.
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Rugby

T H E  gam e o f gam es has a lw ays been 
enthusiastically upheld at S tra th ., 
and anyone lackin g the spirit to 

support his team  would be regarded  by his 
com rades with contempt, m ingled possibly 
w ith pity. H itherto the m ost inclement 
w eather has failed to dam p the ardour o f our 
supporters, and at last this enthusiasm  has 
met with a tangible rew ard. On the hill side 
of the first pitch a stron gly  built stand has 
been erected capable o f seatin g  m ost o f the 
School in c o m fo rt; but, capacious as  it is, 
another half is yet to be a d d e d ! The 
concentrated yell o f “  S tra th .”  which is now 
roared forth during the m atches resounds 
fa r  down the valley, and no doubt p lays its 
part in the subjection o f the opposing side. 
On the other hand, it is w ell to continue to 
rem em ber that the v isitin g  team s also 
deserve applause, fo r  such a tribute is in 
accordance with the true spirit o f the gam e. 
O ther additions to the am enities o f the field 
w ill be found in the resplendent go a l posts, 
bearin g  the school colours, which have 
replaced the old posts, and a school flag  
which w ill be unfurled from  a pole placed 
near the stand.

Up to the present, the school team s have 
met with considerable success and are
looking forw ard with confidence to the 
second half of the season. The first and 
second team s have some stiff obstacles to 
negotiate, for which strict tra in ing w ill be 
necessary. The third team  evidently is more 
concerned with the w inning m argin  o f points, 
and though their weakened side only ju st 
m anaged to win at D ollar, the chances of 
defeat to them are as rem ote as ever.

It m ight be useful at this s tage  to
em phasise certain  phases of the gam e 
already referred to in lectures. Since it m ust 
be obvious to our forw ard s that if  the backs 
are given a plentiful supply o f the ball, the 
prospects o f w in ning would be exceedingly 
rosy, these rem arks w ill be confined to 
forw ard  play.

A lw ays the m ain ob ject in close  p lay  m ust
be to obtain possession o f the ball. T o
secure this end it is n ecessary fo r everyone 
in the pack to shove. U nless every forw ard  
is determined to do this, the pack  cannot be 
a successful one. Sh o vin g , how ever, m ust

N otes
not be h ap h azard ; it m ust be concerted. 
The p layers m ust pack  low, with straigh t 
backs, and the first row  m ust be solid. T o  
be solid it is  essential that each p layer gets  
a firm g r ip  of his neighbour under the arm s 
so that the w eigh t from  behind does not 
split them apart. C are  m ust be taken, 
how ever, not to bind so tigh tly  that the 
forw ard s behind cannot g et into position.

T h e tw o outside men of the front row 
should shove tow ards the centre. The 
p lacin g o f the inside foot outw ards and 
behind, instead o f stra igh t behind, inclines 
the body inw ards and tends to keep the 
front row  together. It a lso m akes it easier 
for the outside men to follow  the ball into 
the scrum m age w ith his outside foot. T h is, 
coupled w ith the dropping of the shoulder 
in order to g e t under, should m ake the front 
row  effective.

T h e second row  m ay be considered the 
backbone of the scrum . E ach  with his 
outside arm  should bind the front row 
together. Since it is here that the ball chiefly 
sticks in a heel and also here that a wheel 
is so often spoilt through the ball not being 
taken sidew ays out o f the scrum , it is all 
im portant that the tw o forw ards should 
w atch  the ball carefu lly . T h e tw o flank men 
should shove— m ark the w ord— at an angle, 
concentrating their w eigh t tow ards the 
hooker.

T h e side g a in in g  possession o f the ball 
should m ake it their object to rem ain in 
possession. There is fa r  too much 
injudicious k ick in g , for each time the ball 
is kicked, possession o f the ball, nine tim es 
out o f ten, is lost by the side that kicked it. 
T h is  is one reason w hy close dribbling by 
fo rw ard s is so im portant.

In  the line-out a forw ard  who catches the 
ball and is tackled can a lw ays ensure it 
rem ain ing in the possession o f his side. 
T h is  can be done by the forw ard  catching 
the ball turning his back  tow ards his 
opponents’ goal-line. T h e ball, when 
released, m ust then rem ain in possession of 
his fellow  forw ards. The p ity is that some 
forw ard s do not im m ediately release the ball.

It  is surp risin g  the num ber o f tries lost 
and the chances thrown aw ay  by p layers—
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especially forw ard s— “  dying ”  w ith the 
ball. The tim es when it is necessary to be 
taken in possession are  few  and fa r  between. 
A  forw ard  who catches the ball in a  line- 
out, and breakin g through, finds him self 
unsupported and confronted by his opposing 
backs, can usually help his side best by 
putting the ball at his feet and dribbling it. 
B y  doing so he forces an opposing back  to 
fa ll on the ball— reduces the num ber o f the 
defence— and by g e ttin g  his foot over the 
ball im m ediately, a  quick heel to his scrum - 
h alf should m ake a try m ore or less a 
certainty.

Howe of Fife v. Strathallan. Played  at
L ad yb an k  on Septem ber 28th.

Conditions w ere favourable  for the 
S ch o o l’s opening fixture, though a slight 
w ind w as b low ing across the pitch, and 
Strath , losin g  the toss w ere forced to face 
the breeze. P la y  w a s  som ew hat scrappy 
in the opening half, but the som ew hat w eak  
School side m anaged  to keep the hom e side 
in check. T h ough  the forw ard s g o t the ball 
back  more often than their opponents, the 
home w in g  forw ards prevented it gettin g  out 
to the School backs. L acey  enlivened 
m atters by opening the score w ith a  clever 
dropped g o a l, but the H ow e retaliated 
stron gly  and a forw ard  rush saw  a try 
scored in the corner, the k ick being 
unsuccessful. T h e half-tim e cam e w ith the 
School holding on to their one point lead.

In the second h alf superior tra in ing began 
to tell, and the School quickly had the gam e 
in hand, good hooking by the forw ards 
g iv in g  the backs plenty o f opportunity to 
increase the lead. L acey  scored tw ice with 
tw o excellent bursts, one between the posts 
which w as converted, and one further out 
which w as not goaled . Fu rth er tries cam e 
through Dunn and H art, a fter good runs, 
but the k ick s failed . Ju s t  before the close 
D ocherty cut through for a clean try , Dunn 
b rin gin g about full points.

R e s u lt : S trath allan , 23 pts. ; H ow e of 
F ife , 3 pts.

Aberdeen Grammar School v. Strathallan.
P layed  a t Aberdeen on O ctober 5th.

Strath , again  lost the toss, and from  the 
kick-off p lay becam e confined to midfield, 
w here both p acks stru ggled  to back  the ball. 
Severa l m inutes later, by fine opportunism ,

Dunn opened the score with a splendid drop 
•goal. Th ough  Cleland w as m issing from  
the pack , the School forw ards were more 
than holding their own, and having won 
their w ay  to the hom e “  25 ” , they enabled 
M oncur to cut through to score between the 
posts, Dunn reg isterin g  full points. Shortly 
a fterw ard s L acey  kicked a wonderful 
dropped go al and im m ediately brought his 
b a g  of points up to seven by dash ing through 
to score ju st wide o f the posts, so that Dunn 
had little difficulty in converting. T hereafter 
the home side exerted pressure, but M oncur 
brought relief, and with a fine cut through 
and burst o f speed gained a try between the 
p osts, which Dunn converted. Aberdeen 
w ere g iven  no respite, for from  the kick-off 
Dunn w ent over aga in  and his k ick  brought 
m axim um  points, enabling the School to 
change over with a clear lead o f 28 pts.

W hen p lay w as resum ed, Strath , w as 
forced into its own tw enty-five, and here 
a fter some pressure Aberdeen go t aw ay  to 
score at the corner, the k ick  failing . P lay  
becam e fiercer, and a fter some even exchanges 
Dunn broke clean aw ay to score between 
the posts, but the k ick  failed. T h is  fresh 
reverse  spurred on the home side and 
S trath , w ere forced to concede tw o tries, both 
o f which w ere too fa r  out for conversion. 
Ju s t  before the end, B alfou r w as carried off 
su ffering from  cram p in both legs.

R e su lt : S trath allan , 3 1  p ts . ;  Aberdeen 
G ram m ar School, 9 pts.

Morrison’s Academy v. Strathallan. Played 
at C rieff on O ctober 12th .

H av in g  won the toss, S trath , elected to 
p lay w ith the wind. T h e  k ick  brought the 
A cadem y, into the Sch o ol’s twenty-five, but 
the forw ard s, p lay in g  w ell, enabled the 
backs to regain  ground, and carry the play 
into the home half, where the full back 
relieved pressure with a good touch kick. 
S trath , w ere not to be denied, how ever, and 
a pretty combined m ovem ent am ong the 
backs saw  the ball go  out to L acey , who 
ran  round his m an to score between the 
posts, but Dunn inexplicably failed  with the 
k ick. P la y  in mid-field follow ed, but just 
before half-tim e M oncur cut through prettily 
and kicked ahead. T h e home full back 
fum bled the ball, and Dunn, fo llow ing up 
w ell, touched the ball down but failed to
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convert. W ith  a lead o f s ix  points, Strath , 
changed over.

A gain  play opened w ith a dire stru gg le  
forw ard in the v isitin g  tw enty-five, but 
ultim ately S trath , m ade good ground, and 
L acey , receiving the ball, ran through  to 
score between the posts, Dunn being 
successful in bringin g about full points. 
M orrison ’s thereafter pressed stron gly , and 
a fter some rough w o rk , backed the ball in 
a  scrum m age fo r their inside to score in the 
centre, but the k ick  w as unsuccessfu l. B y  
the aid o f several free k ick s M orrison ’ s kept 
their v isito rs penned in their own half, but 
the Strath , defence acquitted itself w ell and 
m aintained the lead.

R e s u lt : S trath allan , 1 1  pts. ; M orriso n ’ s 
A cadem y, 6 pts.

Strathallan v. Glasgow High School.
P layed  at Fo rgan d en n y on October
26th.

The H igh  School kicked off and several 
scrum s in mid-field follow ed, in w hich the 
lighter Strath , pack seemed to be holding 
its own. It soon becam e apparent that the 
opposition w as forw ard , how ever, rather 
than at back, fo r the Strath , threes made 
their opponents look foolish. Dunn, receiv
ing the ball from  the scrum , cut past the 
opposing stand off and m ade for the line 
with M oncur in close attendance. He 
cleverly drew the full back and sent M oncur 
over for a try between the posts which he 
easily  converted. S trath . w ere doing 
brilliantly and the forw ard s deserve great 
praise  for their p lucky m anner of 
sm othering their bulkier riva ls  in scrum  and 
line-out. H ow ever, the H igh  School 
reduced the lead from  a mid-field scrum , 
good p assin g  enabling their w in ger to show 
a clean pair o f heels and score too fa r  out 
for a convert. N oth ing daunted, Strath , 
went to it aga in , and Chalm ers, receiving 
the ball from  a loose scrum , scored a 
brilliant solo try , sw erv in g  between tw o 
opponents and go in g  over between the posts 
for Dunn to convert. S trath , has seldom, 
if ever, w itnessed tw o such tries as these of 
the Sch o o l; certainly never on one day. 
H alf-tim e cam e w ithout fu rth er score.

W hen the second h alf began , it becam e 
painfully obvious that the superior physique 
o f the visito rs w as to tell its tale, and they

had m ore o f the ball in the line-outs, and 
feed ing their backs enabled good ground to 
be m ade by. touch k ick ing. From  a 
scrum m age the v is itin g  scrum -half broke 
through for an unconverted try . A t this 
stage  in the gam e S trath , w ere purely on the 
defensive, and the backs, behind a beaten 
pack, w ere kept very  busy. F o r  a time the 
ga llan t defence pr evailed, but the continued 
pressure at last proved too m uch, and 
P aterson , the v isitin g  w in ger, w ent over at 
the corner. C ontrary  to expectation, the 
convert w as m ade, and the v isito rs took the 
lead fo r the first time. In vain  the home 
threes sought to return the attack , but the 
w eigh t o f the H igh  School forw ard s w as 
too much fo r them , and a few  m inutes before 
the close a  furth er try  w a s  scored to the left 
o f the posts but the k ick  failed.

R e su lt : S trath allan , 10  p t s . ;  G lasgow
H igh  School, 14  pts.

Strathallan v. Dunfermline High School.
P layed  at Forgan d en n y on N ovem ber
2nd.

R ain  on the earlier d ays o f the w eek  had 
left the ground very  m uddy, and this greatly  
ham pered back play, though under the 
circum stances the S trath , handling w as 
excellent. S trath , soon pressed and carried 
the p lay into their opponents’ tw enty-five. 
D unferm line forw ard s, show ing considerable 
experience with their feet, brought p lay back 
to m idfield, though in the ensuing 
scrum m ages it w a s  Strath , who backed the 
ball. A  sharp cut through by Dunn led to 
a score between the posts, which he also 
converted. The sam e p layer added a further 
four points through a clever dropped goal 
from  a scrum  in the v is ito rs ’ tw enty-five. 
S trath , now asserted  them selves, and further 
tries cam e through L a cey  touching down in 
the centre, and a k ick  ahead by D ickenson, 
Dunn convertin g both. Sh o rtly  before the 
half-tim e Dunn w ent over aga in , but L acey  
failed w ith the k ick ; but Strath , led at the 
breath er by a c lear 27 pts.

The second half opened with a prolonged 
attack  by D unferm line, but eventually 
S trath , repelled the attack  and gained a 
foo tin g in their opponents’ half. From  a 
line-out Dunn g o t aw ay  again  and scored, 
his k ick  b rin g in g  m axim um  p o in ts ; and 
from  the restart a good p assin g  movement
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am ong the threes ended in D ocherty go in g  
over fo r an unconverted try w ithout the 
opposition touching the ball. D unferm line 
w ere now a dem oralised side and further 
points w ere added through a penalty go a l 
and a further unconverted try by Chalm ers.

R e s u lt : S trath allan , 42 pts. ; D unferm line 
H igh  School, nil.

A yr Academy v. Strathallan. P layed  at A yr 
on N ovem ber 9th.

A  strong wind, approaching ga le  force, 
blew  from  the sea the whole o f the gam e, 
and S tra th ., h av in g  w on the toss, elected 
to m ake use o f it in the opening half. Soon 
after the start the v isito rs found touch in 
the home tw enty-five, and though in the 
resultant scrum m ages A yr had the ball more 
frequently, w ild  p assin g  am ong their backs, 
in part due to the w ind, nullified this 
ad van tage . S trath , w ere penalised, but 
from  the k ick  the ball w as borne back  by the 
wind so that it found touch w ith no ground 
gained. T h e w hole of the p lay  w a s  alm ost 
fa r c ic a l ; a k ick  ahead m eant the ball w ent 
over the dead ball line, and the bitter wind 
so numbed the hands that p assin g  w as w aste  
o f tim e and senseless. Dunn, therefore, 
m ade an opening and w ent through on his 
own between the posts, but the wind spoiled 
the k ick. H alf-tim e cam e w ith no further 
score, but Strath , w ere c learly  the better side 
for the home side had not once crossed  the 
h a lf w a y  line.

Shortly  a fter the second h alf com m enced, 
A y r ’ s inside three cut th rough , and w ith 
G rant apparently obstructed, w as able to 
score, but again  the k ick  failed . F o r  a while 
S trath , w a s  kept on the defensive, but 
u ltim ately the fo rw ard s began  to g e t the 
ball back oftener both in scrum s and line- 
outs, and as  a resu lt p lay  a ga in  veered into 
the home half. L acey  w as only brought 
down on the line on one occasion. Som e 
rough play forw ard  follow ed, but Strath , 
w ere p ressin g  stron gly  and a  further score 
seemed certain  when the w histle blew for 
no-side.

R e s u lt : S trath allan , 3 pts. ; A y r
A cadem y, 3 pts.

Strathallan v. Old Strathallians. P layed  at 
Forgan d en n y on D ecem ber 7th.

Strath , lost the toss and w ere set to play 
aga in st the wind. T h e Old B o ys  had a

stron g  side out and at first sigh t seemed 
fa r  b ig g e r than the School. P la y  w as o f a 
d ing-dong nature, sw ay in g  from  one end 
of the field to the other, with very  little 
superiority on either side. The School 
hooking w as good , but the Old B oys seemed 
to have the ad van tage  sligh tly  in the loose. 
Strath , m issed a fine opportunity o f opening 
the score when M oncur, h avin g  broken 
w ell aw ay, kicked ahead instead o f p assin g  
out to L acey . T w enty-five m inutes had 
gone when S trath , bunched at a  line-out in 
their ow n tw enty-five and the ball w as 
throw n out to S . D ow , who ran in between 
the posts to touch down. J .  D ow  failed to 
convert. A  few  m inutes later a spirited rally 
by the School saw  M oncur break  aw ay , but 
the w histle went before the m ovem ent could 
develop.

Sh o rtly  a fter the restart the Old B oys 
w ere  som ew hat lucky in reaching the School 
line and P a rk  touched down for M elrose to 
convert easily . D irectly  afterw ard s M oncur 
again  broke aw ay but had the m isfortune to 
see his k ick  ahead bounce over the dead ball 
line, thanks to the w ind. From  a loose 
scrum  in mid-field M iller received the ball 
and, selling a lovely dumm y, he w ent 
through  to score, but M elrose from  a 
difficult an g le  and across the wind failed 
w ith the kick. A  little later Robertson put 
the Old B o ys  still further ahead, running 
through  under the posts from  a loose scrum 
in the home tw enty-five, and M elrose 
brought about full points. C onsidering the 
lon g rest from  the last m atch, Strath , 
played w ell, and the gam e w a s much closer 
than the score seem s to indicate.

R e s u lt : S trath allan , n i l ; Old Strathallians,
16  pts.
Hillhead High School v. Strathallan. A t

G lasgo w  on D ecem ber 14th.
T h e last m atch o f the term w as 

unfortunately cancelled ow ing to the ground 
being unfit for play.

S E C O N D  T E A M .

T h e Second F ifteen  have had a  particularly 
successful season, scoring 15 3  points to their 
opponents’ 29. P la y in g  w ell as a team , 
rath er than as individuals, that so common 
fau lt with second strin gs, they have six  v ic
tories to their credit, and only lost to G las
go w  H igh  School at G lasgo w  by six  points to
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nil. In this defeat they w ere som ew hat un
fortunate, fo r they had a  fa ir  share o f the 
play and w ere d istinctly w ell served by M ac
millan at full back.

O pening with a v ictory  at home aga in st 
Aberdeen G ram m ar School, the threes 
showed distinct superiority over the opposi
tions. Aberdeen, a fter holding the hom e side 
for the first half, w ere finally defeated by
22 pts. to 6 ;  while M orriso n ’s defence w as 
riddled to the tune of 42 pts. w ithout reply. 
Dundee H igh  School 1s t  w ere tw ice de
feated : at Dundee the heavier pack proved 
only a  tem porary ad van tage , fo r by p layin g 
a three gam e S trath , gained  the day by 25 
pts. to 6, and in the return gam e em erged 
victorious by a  c lear 45 pts.

N arro w er victories w ere won over D ollar 
and Perthshire 2nd at Forgan d en n y, On 
both occasions wet ground and g re a sy  ball 
told their tale. On the form er occasion the 
gam e resolved itself into one o f k ick  and 
rush, and the v isito rs w ere adepts at the 
gam e, so  that the result w a s  uncertain until 
the w histle blew , when S trath , ran out v ictors 
by 9 pts. to 6. The m atch with Perthshire 
w as played in a downpour o f rain , and 
S trath ., p lay in g fourteen men for the greater 
part of the second half, W ilk ie  being injured, 
c lung to a slender lead o f tw o points, de
spite a continued attack , and trium phed in 
a real “  m udlark ”  by 10  pts. to  8.

T H I R D  T E A M .

The Third F ifteen  continued its w inning 
w ay , opening with an overw helm ing v ictory

“ O.S.”

WE  congratu late M r. T . Irvine, w ho has 
passed his studentship exam ination of 
the Institute of C ivil E n gin eers, and 

wish him every success in his career as a 
student, which will lead before lon g to  his 
being elected to  full m em bership o f the 
Institute, a fter successfu l exam ination.

W e hear, on the authority o f his brother, 
that M r. Tony R eid  is com ing home from  
L im a early next year, and it is m ore than 
probable that when he returns he w ill have 
forsaken  the bachelor ranks and joined those 
o f the benedicts.

over Dundee H igh  School and X V .,  despite 
the v ist ito rs ’ h eavier pack , by  37 pts. to 6. 
A t D ollar, three w eeks later, handicapped by 
the wretched conditions, which tirade good 
rugby im possible and nullified S tra th .’s ad
van tag e  behind the scrum , a scrappy gam e 
ended by L inton  g o in g  over close on time 
fo r the only try  o f the gam e. T h e return gam e 
with Dundee 2nd X V . resulted in a greater 
v ictory  than in the home fixture, Strath , 
running out v ictors by 43 pts. to 3 , and the 
fo llow ing w eek a  v ictory  over Perth  A cadem y 
2nd X V . by 33 pts. to' nil brought their total 
points fo r the term  up to  1 1 5 ,  as aga in st 9. 
In the last m atch the forw ards played ex
cellently a g a in st a h eavier pack, and Dobson, 
behind the scrum , w as particu larly  elusive 
and a constant source o f trouble.

A  First X V .  Cap has been aw arded to
I. L a n g , who' is leav in g  this term . He will 
be badly m issed, as there are very  few  of his 
type present in the team . A  hard w orker 
and a  real scrum m ager, he w as a  tow er of 
strength  in the tigh t, w hilst his sound know 
ledge of the gam e m ade him effective in the 
loose. A lw ays, he played up to the say in g  
that “ a good forw ard  is never see n ,”  and 
there are others w ho could profit by his 
exam ple.

A nother good forw ard  departing at C h rist
m as is I. Turner. A t one time he becam e 
prom inent by his keen tack lin g  and spirited 
p lay, which com pensated fo r his lack  of 
w eight. L a tter ly  he has developed into a 
forw ard  o f distinct possibilites.

N otes
W e  offer our heartiest congratu lation s to 

M r. N orm an Sm ith , of S tir lin g , who has 
now qualified as a doctor at the C ollege in 
Ed inburgh , h avin g  the triple qualification. 
A lthough M r. Sm ith  is at present practising 
medicine in C leethorpes, it is not im probable 
that he w ill return to his old love— dentistry. 
He has had one o f the m ost successful 
academ ic careers o f any Strath allian , h avin g 
won no few er than nine of the m edals, gen er
ally  the h ighest aw ard  in each c lass, during 
his five y e a r s ’ study. T ru ly , N orrie has done 
his bit to uphold the Strathallan  tradition.



S T R A T H A L L A N  S C H O O L  M A G A Z I N E

C ongratu lations also to D r. E rn est M orri
son, w ho has com pleted his qualification in 
m edicine and is p ractisin g  as assistan t to Dr. 
E asterbro ok  at G orebridge, M idlothian, w ho 
is a lso  the parent of tw o Old S trathallians.

M r. P eter R eid , of E d inburgh , is to take 
up a banking appointm ent next ye ar at 
A ccra, on the w est coast o f A fr ica , and as 
there are one or tw o  other S trath allian s of 
his time in that region , w e shall certain ly 
endeavour to put them in touch w ith each 
other. P erh aps Club m em bers in that d istrict 
w ill get in touch with M r. R eid  (9 U pper 
C o ltbrid ge T errace , Edinburgh) a s  early  as 
possible.

W e  w ere pleased to note the presence of 
M r. A llan  R obertson  at the Edinburgh  dinner. 
He w as the first m em ber of the C lub, and 
we w ere sorry  not to get a little m ore in
form ation about his doings fo r the purpose 
o f this colum n. A  letter from  him would 
supply the deficiency.

S tra th a lla n ’s m ost successful goal-k icker, 
M r. D. O. M elrose, did not m an age to  put 
over any sensational g o a ls  at the Old B o y s ’ 
m atch, but he cam e v e ry  near it w ith one 
from  the touch line aga in st a  stron g  wind, 
and, a fter a sigh  o f relief from  the boys, a 
hearty round o f applause greeted  his effort.

W e  had a  call from  M r. Ian  Cam pbell, of 
Perth , who has been out in the M alay  S ta tes  
and has been invalided home. Ian  had a 
terrible time with an appendicitis operation 
(which they afterw ard s found w as entirely 
unnecessary), typhoid fever and pneum onia, 
and it w as with the g reatest p leasure that we 
noticed how fit and w ell he looked when he 
cam e up to S trathallan . He had one or tw o 
in teresting m eetings with Old Strath allian s 
in various p arts o f the M alay  S ta tes  —  with 
M r. W illie  M orrison, M r. F e rg u s  H igg in s, 
to say  nothing of receiving cheery letters 
from  M r. Colin B om an, w ho w as stationed 
500 m iles further east. Ian  liked the life 
trem endously, but the doctor has advised 
him to stay  in this country, and he is to  join 
one o f the artificial silk  firm s in Scotland in 
the near future.

W e  had a call from  D r. Ian  Sm ith , of 
S tir lin g , w h o has ju st returned from  a vo yage  
to  Sydney. H e is ta k in g  an assistan tsh ip  in 
Sunderland, and we all w ish him well in his 
new venture.

M r. A lan  P orter, of Steel B ro s ., is  at 
present in Ed inburgh , home on leave, and

w e w ere delighted to see him at the Old 
B o y s ’ m atch. H e is just recovering from  
illn e s s ; otherw ise he would have added 
m aterially  to  the strength  of the Old B o y s ’ 
team .

M r. G aston Bonthrone left London on his 
w a y  E a st to  take up his appointm ent in 
R an go on  with the sam e firm , w hilst Mr. 
W illie  A nderson has been appointed to their 
Raw alpin di depot. Both w ill be pleased to 
hear from  any o f their old School friends.

M r. D an Sm ith is home on leave from 
C alcutta, w here he has made quite a  nam e for 
him self in the rugby world. It is not gen er
ally  know n that M r. Sm ith w as invited to 
p lay  in the Scottish  team  about three years 
a g o  and w as prevented by indisposition.

M r. A rchie B a rr , w ho left .School this last 
term , passed the first part o f the Inter. 
B ach elor o f Com m erce exam ination of 
London U niversity. F o r  one so  young, it 
w as a very  good achievem ent. T h e S ch o o l’s 
congratu lation s to you, Archie !

D r. I. S . R . B ain  has started in practice 
at S t. F illa n s , Chequers G ardens, Palm ers 
G reen, and is doing very  well. He holds 
London hospital appointm ents besides. Dr. 
and M rs. B ain  h ave one little daughter —  a 
very  bonny child.

M r. Tom  F e rgu so n , of R an go on , has 
m arried M iss B ery l M artin -R an ger, and we 
understand that Strath allan  w as strongly 
represented at the w edding. T h e best of 
luck to  M r. and M rs. Fergu so n .

N O T I C E

Som e m em bers of the G lasgow  Branch 
intend to  hold a  sm all D ance in The P laza, 
G lasg o w , on the n ight o f F rid ay , 2 1s t  
Feb ru ary .

W ill those w ho w ish to be present please 
com m unicate with

M r. N . Guthrie R eid , Lochside, B earsden  
(telephone num ber Bearsden 12 7 , or 
B rid geton  12 3 0 ) ; or

M r. R . B a rr , H erm iston, K ilm acolm  (tele
phone num ber K ilm acolm  49, or Central 
117 8 ) ,

before the 14 th  F e b ru a ry ?
I f  a certain  num ber s ign ify  their intention 

o f bein g present, the Com m ittee w ill 
endeavour to obtain reduced term s of 
adm ittance.

WOOD AND SON, PRIN TERS, PERTH.


