
THE

strathallian
THE M A G A Z IN E  OF S T R A T H A L L A N  SCHOOL

V o l u m e  T w o  N u m b e r  S i x

E d ito r ia l

BE L A T E D L Y , as usual, we tak e  this 
opportunity of w ish in g all our readers 

the Com plim ents of the Season , and express 
the hope that the N ew  Y e a r  m ay be for all 
o f them H appy and P rosperous !

A s we w rite  it is only C h ristm as that is 
upon us— C hristm as which brin gs the old 
year to a close with a round of festiv ities 
and m erry-m aking. It  often seem s to us 
that the p sychology of the C h ristm as spirit 
is most interesting. It is a season when, 
with the demand fo r his Ja n u a ry  instalm ent 
of the Incom e T a x  starin g  him in the face, 
P ater Fam ilias is forced to put his hand so 
deep into his pocket, and so often, that his 
bank balance becom es n e g lig ib le ; when 
M oth er’s culinary pow ers are taxed  to the 
utmost, and everyon e’ s brain is being racked. 
Y e t everyone is happy ; and the secret o f this 
lies in the fact that everyone is w o rk in g  hard, 
w o rry in g  hard and spending hard —  for 
others. The only m iserable ones are the 
Scrooges o f this world. A s the sp irit of 
G iv ing m oves the races o f M ankind, so their 
spirits rise and Goodwill re igns on earth.

N or is the benefit o f this spirit m erely 
abstract, for it stim ulates trade, and does 
some little, tem porarily at least, to banish 
the depression that has settled like a b light 
over the economic world. T h u s it is by 
g iv in g  that w e encourage ourselves to face 
the future and m eet the N ew  Y e a r , if  not

with delighted welcom e, a t least with 
optim ism  and determ ination that th ings can 
and shall be better than in the Old.

D oubtless, som e o f our readers w ill be 
w'ondering w hether w e h ave joined the 
church, or are seek ing to set up as 
econom ists. W e  have done neither, but w ish 
to point out that in a season o f G iv in g, “  The 
Strath allian  ”  should be rem em bered. W e 
still carry  on a very  hand-to-m outh existence, 
which need not nor should be. T h e m atter 
is in your hands, O Strathallian s ! T o  the 
Old S trathallian s p articu larly  w e put forw ard  
the su ggestion  that their recent assum ption 
o f responsibility fo r the Old Strathallian  
Club also entails responsibility fo r a share of 
the m agazine, which is run solely to preserve 
the spirit that is “  S tra th .”  N ew s of the 
activ ities and achievem ent o f individuals w ill 
be as welcom e as a literary  contribution, for 
the O .S . N otes should be m ore extensive 
than they are, and in the w ilds o f F o rgan - 
denny w e are not in a position to acquire all 
the news which m ust be heard by various 
m em bers in the daily routine.

Th erefore, w hile the S p irit o f G iv in g  is 
upon us, m ight w e su g g e st that “  The 
Strathallian  ”  should be the recipient o f your 
contribution? P o st it early  to avoid the rush, 
as they s a y ; the E d ito rs h ave no objection 
to w o rk in g  overtim e.
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S ch o o l Notes

T H E  C h ristm as term  has pursued the 
even tenor o f its w ay. D espite its 
length , it has passed  p leasantly  and quickly, 
fo r it w as a  busy one in every  direction ; and 

it is to be hoped that the sam e success has 
attended the efforts bestowed upon C am 
bridge exam inations as undoubtedly crowned 
those on the social side.

W ith  the w eather, apart from  a  w et 
O ctober, o f an open nature, scouting and 
gam es have been indulged in to the full, and 
it is good to be able to report that only one 
R u g b y  gam e w as scratched— and that on 
account o f frost.

A fte r Y o -Y o  had had its fling in the first 
few  days o f the term  (and w hat zeal w as there ' 
am ong the m asters to confiscate them), P in g- 
pong becam e the m ain attraction indoors, 
unless the Cinem a had prior claim s. The 
enthusiasm  o f M r. M cCutcheon here led to 
several gam es with the S ta ff, a team  from  
which narrow ly  m issed defeating  the boys 
upon the last tw o occasions, even if over
whelm ed in earlier engagem ents.

It  is unfortunate that this term our lectures 
w ere curtailed. T h at o f M r. G ranville 
Squiers, an undoubted personality, w as an 
unqualified success, fo r his subject, “  Secret 
H id ing P la c e s ,”  is one d ear to every  b o y ’ s 
heart. T h e R ev . R unnels-M oss w as to have 
g iven  a  further D ickens recital, but ow in g to 
illness he w as forced to postpone his v isit 
till next term , when he w ill reveal to us, w e 
are confident, the full hum our o f P ick w ick . 
W e  have also en gaged  M r. H ugh  C ott, a  
lecturer at G lasgow  U n iversity , fo r an illus
trated account o f his research  w ork  am ong 
the anim als o f the Am azon basin, which 
prom ises to be very  interesting.

A s fo r m any years no term  had passed 
w ithout an innovation o f som e kind, w e had 
begun to fea r this would be an e xcep tio n ; 
but in the early  d ays o f D ecem ber it w as 
provided by the Old B o ys and the w a y  they 
rallied to the School on the occasion o f the 
Old B o y s ’ m atch. F o r  the first tim e on 
record tw o full team s tried conclusions with 
the F ir s t  and Second X V . ’ s, and still m ore

a n d  N otices
than h alf a  dozen w ere on the touch line to 
spur on their contem poraries to fresh efforts. 
Such a turn-out is extrem ely g ra tify in g  from  
every  point o f view , while the football w as a 
delight to w atch, the m atch brin g in g  out the 
best in the School side, which— dare we 
s u g g e s t? — w as a trifle unlucky only to draw. 
H ow ever, it w as a m em orable day, and we 
feel fu lly  justified in reporting the m atch in 
some detail.

T h e R u g g e r  sides h ave been keenly 
w atched, and p laces in them fiercely com 
peted for. T h is  has been in part due to the 
difficulties in filling with com plete satisfaction 
the stand-off h a lf and inside positions. It 
has w itnessed the m eteoric rise o f R . T a y lo r 
from  the T hird  F ifteen  to the F irs t , w here he 
prom ises to fit in nicely. T h e changes thus 
necessitated by experim ent, how ever, have 
not g iven  the F irs t  team  a real chance of 
p rov in g  their real w orth , and they had to 
adm it defeat a t the hands o f G lasgow  H igh 
School and D unferm line H igh  School, the 
latter indeed a b itter pill. On the other hand, 
they played m agnificently to hold an 
exceptionally stron g  F o rm er P u p ils ’ side, 
and a v e ry  fa s t  Ed inburgh  ’ V a rs ity  M edical 
side to a draw , and to defeat the O xford  and 
C am bridge side, T h e B rutes, and a Perth 
shire X V .,  in all o f which gam es they w ere 
opposed by very  h eavy forw ard s. T h e pluck 
o f the School pack cannot be too h ighly 
praised . A b ly  led by K . G. M cKenzie, there 
has never been a  p assen ger in them, and J. 
M cK enzie has been outstanding. O f the 
backs, B reckenrid ge has proved the m ost 
thrustfu l, though he still lacks experience in 
tim es o f em ergency. The other team s have 
scarcely done so w ell as the F ir s t  X V .,  and 
it is regrettab le, though one quite realises 
inevitable at som e tim e, that the Third X V . ’ s 
unbeaten record w a s  badly shattered in the 
opening gam e. A s a com pensation fo r this 
rather om inous order o f th ings is the wealth 
o f talent revealed in the under 1 4 J  y e a rs ’ old 
side a g a in st G ordon ’ s C o llege  juniors.

Th e term  closed with its usual social 
events. T h e D ram atic  Society, after a 
h ig h ly  successfu l term , produced “  L eave it 
to P sm ith ,”  a m ost am bitious com edy, on
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the last M onday o f the term , and if one m ay 
judge by the laugh ter and applause with 
which it w as greeted , it w as a huge 
success. It  is surp risin g  the confidence and 
stage  sense acquired in the few  years  o f the 
S o c ie ty ’ s existence, especially  considering 
the difficulties o f the facilities for rehearsals.

The School Concert, the second organised  
by M r. F letcher, g iven  on the last n ight of 
the term , w as a deserved success. The- 
p rogress made since last C h ristm as is 
enorm ous; indeed, com parison w ith last 
y e a r ’s s in g in g  and p lay in g  is im possible. 
T h e orchestra has m aterially  increased in 
num bers and, consequently, in volum e, 
though it is unfortunate that the additions 
are fo r the m ost part o f wind instrum ents, 
notably o f a saxophone and a  trom bone. The 
H ouse Prefects can best ju dge o f the labour 
entailed to brin g  these instrum ents up to 
concert pitch. The choir, too, san g  with 
considerably m ore confidence than last y e a r ; 
while this is only natural, as its m em bers 
gain  experience, there is no doubt that M r. 
F le tch er’ s happy choice o f pieces— songs 
with a  real sw in g  about them ■—  m aterially  
assisted  in setting them at ease.

T h e D ebating  Society, unfortunately, 
cannot claim  so successful a session. T h is  
w as due in part to the im m aturity o f its 
m em bers, which rendered them suspicious of 
any motion o f really w orld-w ide im portance, 
and therefore unwilling to tak e  active  part in 
the m eeting ; in part to the claim s o f exam , 
classes, which robbed some seniors and some 
prom ising juniors o f the opportunity o f being 
present. N evertheless, the ave ra g e  attend
ance w as over th irty, a  sure proof that the 
m eetings w ere found entertaining : but next 
term w e hope to find them instructive too.

T h is term  w e bid “  Goodbye and Good 
L u c k ,”  am ong others, to W . R itchie and 
W . M cLachlan , w hose service with the F irs t  
R u gb y  team  w ill be g rea tly  m issed. E ven  
more serious is the departure o f I. M cK enzie, 
who has been throughout the season a tow er 
o f strength  am ong the forw ards. T h eir 
departure necessitates the fo llow ing pro
m otions :—

Sub-Prefects: R . T ay lo r, A. K . Scott and 
R . M acm ath.

W ell D o n e !
W e congratu late our exam ination candi

dates on their splendid successes in the 
C am brid ge School Certificate and Ju n ior 
Exam in ations.

The School C ertificate C lass  really  form ed 
the low er section o f our m ain 19 32  senior 
class which did so w ell last Ju ly . W h ilst no 
one ever expected the C h ristm as c lass to gain  
honours or distinctions, there w ere m any 
who w ere doubtful as to their success in the 
exam ination as a whole. B u t everyone 
passed  —  and som e gained exem ption from  
the U n iversity  o f London M atriculation 
Exam ination .

T h e  Ju n ior C la ss  w as expected to do w ell 
and they certain ly cam e up to expectations. 
Tw enty-three passed  out o f tw enty-four, 
six  gained  honours, and there w ere nine d is
tinctions.

T h e fo llow ing w ere the successful candi
dates :
School Certificate:

W . C. R o y , T . B . Chapm an, W . W . 
C arrie , T . M. D ish ington, G. M. L ittle ,
H . B. M elville, W . R itchie.

Junior Exam ination  (with honours) :
G. C . T u rn er (distinction in H istory),
T . I. Farq uh arson  (distinction in H istory), 
R . P . Cam pbell,
R . L . P au l (distinction in H istory),
R . S . Johnston  (distinction in French),
V . M ack ay  (distinction in H istory).

Ju n io r Exam ination  (passes) :
R . G. C low  (distinction in H istory),
W . T . Paton  (distinction in H istory),
R . R . G rant (distinction in E xperim ental 

Science),
R . Auld (distinction in Experim ental 

Science),
W . I. Gordon, G. R . Sh an ks, R . A. 
W ilson , H. E . W a lk e r, J .  Cooper, W . A. 
S n o d grass, C . L . R o y , R . C . A itkenhead, 
W . A. Dunlop, R . K irk lan d , T . D . 
H am ilton, J .  G. F o rrest, R . W . Dunlop. 
In the School C ertificate Exam in ation  the 

ave ra g e  p ass fo r the country w as just over 
6 0 % . W e  had 100%  passes.

In the Ju n ior Exam in ation  the average  
p ass fo r the country w as 62 % , the percentage 
o f  honours w as 9, w hereas our Jun iors 
gained  95%  p asses and 2 5 %  honours.

Indeed—-well done !
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T he  Annual D in n e r
T H E  F ifth  A nnual D inner o f the S tra th 

allian Club w as held in the G rosvenor 
R estaurant, G lasgow , on S atu rd ay  the 17th  
Decem ber, 19 32.

P rio r to the Dinner, the usual Annual 
General M eeting w a s  held, w ith the 
H onorary President in the chair.

The General S ecretary  (Mr. A . W . Jam es), 
presented the A nnual R ep o rt fo r  19 32 , 
expressin g  his pleasure at the continued 
p rogress shown. The total m em bership had 
increased by 22, and now stood at 248. 
A ga in  the L ife  M em bership R o ll showed a  
m ost satisfactory  increase o f 23, so that the 
num ber now had reached the hundred m ark. 
(Applause).

The audited accounts revealed an im proved 
fipancial position as follow s

I n c o m e .
Y e ar ly  Subscriptions : 97 at 7 /6  ,£ 3 6  7 6
L ife  Subscriptions : 23 at ^ 5  ... 1 1 5  0 0
Interest credited at B an k  on

D eposit R eceipt ... ... 7 1 1  8

£ 1 5 8  19  2

E x p e n d i t u r e .
Copies o f “  The Strathallian  ”  

posted to Club M e m b e rs :
666 at 1 / -  .................................£ 3 3  6 o

H anded to Dinner Comm ittee 
for printing and sm all 
expenses o f 19 3 1  Dinner ... 2 6 6

E x cess  o f Income over Expen d i
ture ... ... ... ... 12 3  6 8

£ 1 5 8  19  2

W ith  ^ 4 5 1  2/- brought forw ard  from  the 
preceding year, the Club had therefore a 
cash balance o f ^ 5 7 4  8/8, o f which £ ^ 7°  
had been placed on deposit receipt at the 
Union B an k  o f Scotland.

M r. Jam es recalled to m em bers the fact 
that his appointm ent as Secretary  o f the 
Club w as a purely tem porary one, designed 
to continue until such time as a perm anent 
appointment could be made from  am ongst 
the Club m em bers them selves. H e under
stood that it w as felt that that time had now 
arrived, and therefore tendered his resign a
tion with thanks for the help he had received

from  all quarters, and an assurance o f his 
continued interest in the p rogress o f the 
Club.

It w as then resolved :
1. T h at the m inutes o f the last m eeting 

be taken as read.
2. T h at the Club accounts, a s passed by 

the auditors, be adopted.
3. T h at the list o f new m em bers laid 

before the m eeting be approved.
4. T h at the list o f new life members laid 

before the m eeting be approved.
5. T h at a President o f the Club be elected 

annually.
6. T h at M r. D. O. M elrose be elected the 

first President o f the Club.
7. T h at M r. Stephen B rand, C .A ., be 

appointed interim Secretary of the Club.
8. T h at the Dinner Comm ittee be thanked 

for their services in respect o f this and 
p ast functions.

9. T h at a  new Dinner Comm ittee be 
appointed, the m em bers being M essrs. 
J .  T . Johnston, E . B. M ackay and W . 
A . C. Lam bie.

10. T h at the 19 33  Dinner be held in the 
G rosvenor R estaurant.

1 1 .  T h at the Sch o ol’ s R u gb y  Captain for 
the previous year be appointed auto
m atically a  mem ber o f the current 
y e a r ’ s C lu b ’ s Sports Com m ittee, to 
hold office for one year and then give  
place to the next y e a r ’ s captain.

12 . T h at the School’ s C ricket Captain be 
appointed a  m em ber o f the C lu b ’ s 
Sports Com m ittee in sim ilar fashion.

13 . T h at M r. Callum  M cG eachy be 
appointed auditor, vice M r. S< Brand.

■ 14 . T h at M r. Guthrie R eid  be appointed an 
additional mem ber o f the Sports Com 
mittee.

T h e m eeting term inated with a vote of 
thanks to M r. Ja m e s for his services as 
secretary.

The Dinner.
Those who had attended previous dinners 

and had come to expect the G rosvenor 
m anagem ent to have everyth ing comme il 
faut, m ust have approved wholeheartedly o f 
the arrangem ents made for their enjoyment. 
T h e room decorations lent exactly  the right 
atm osphere o f seasonal festiv ity , and the fare
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provided w a s  o f an excellence only p artia lly  
anticipated from  a  perusal o f  the menu 
French. Selections by the orchestra w ere 
w arm ly appreciated, but, in m any cases, 
served as a convenient backgroun d fo r 
selections o f school rem iniscences !

Fo llow in g  the L o y a l T o ast, M r. W . A . C. 
Lam bie g a v e  “ The S ch o o l.”  H e em phasised 
the g rea t success which Strathallan  School 
had achieved during its com paratively short 
existence. Pupils o f the School w ere, 
am ongst the best o f the m any candidates at 
exam inations taken by the forem ost public 
schools in Britain , while on the p lay in g fields 
Strathallan  played its p art in developing 
those qualities so often found in the public 
school man.

In the glam our o f leav in g  school, they w ere 
apt to overlook the fact that they w ere leav
ing behind one o f the happiest periods o f 
their life, but m em ories o f those d ays 
afterw ard s becam e one o f their m ost 
treasured possessions.

W h ilst at Strathallan  they w ere tau gh t two 
g rea t th ings which w ere o f g rea t value in 
a fter life, nam ely, to w ear the sam e sm ile in 
defeat a s  in victory  and to value the policy 
o f honesty and straigh tforw ard n ess.

The H eadm aster (H. R ile y , E sq .) , in reply, 
referred to the continued success o f the 
School during 19 32 , both in the academ ic 
sphere and on the gam es field. E m ployers 

•were realising m ore and m ore that a  S tra th 
allan train ing fitted a boy to face his life ’ s 
responsibilities in a w orthy m anner. T h a 
present w as a testing-tim e fo r all, but, in his 
opinion, the stage  w a s  set fo r a g re a t revival, 
and those w ho had spent the days o f the lean 
years in preparation would find their rew ard.

The Guest o f H onour (S ir R obert Bruce,
D .L ., L L .D .,  J .P .) ,  proposed “  The C lu b .”  
He confessed, like B arrie , to the possession 
o f an alter ego— a M cConnachie— w hose 
advice w as often asked , but only judiciously 
followed. The recital o f three stories from  
his repertoire left no doubt as to 
M cConnachie’ s abilities as a  raconteur, and 
m any present m ust h ave experienced a desire 
fo r further acquaintance w ith that gentlem an 
in a moment o f uncensored loquacity !

in  m ore serious vein, S ir  R obert referred 
to the m any academ ic, p rofessional and com 
m ercial successes which, despite their 
com parative youth, had alread y been won by

Old S trathallians. T h ese  indicated to him, 
an outsider, the p restige  which the School 
had achieved. S trathallan , he said , w as 
sending boys to all parts o f the w orld in the 
true Scottish  spirit. H e deplored the modern 
tendency to keep boys at home, and 
em phasised the need fo r increasing num bers 
of young, w ell-trained lads to come forw ard.

Old Strath allian s w ere present that even
in g  to recall those happy d ays when all w ere 
fo r the School, and it w a s  not regarded  as 
‘ ; the th ing ’ ’ to p lay  a  lone hand. M any o f 
those w ho had recently le ft school w ere 
finding conditions unkind in the outside 
world. N o one realised their difficulties 
better than he did, and he appealed to those 
w ho had m ade good  to use their influence on 
behalf o f those w ho w ere with them at 
Strathallan  but had not m et w ith such good 
fortune in la ter days.

“  K eep  a live  the team  spirit created on the 
p lay in g field and in the c lass-roo m ,”  he 
said. “  T h a t team  spirit is part o f the soul 
o f S tra th a lla n .”

M r. S . D ow , in rep lying to S ir  R obert, 
said :— “  It has been our p rivilege  this
evening to hear the to ast o f our Club pro
posed by one o f our m ost eminent fellow - 
citizens. W e realise  that the calls m ade on 
S ir  R o b e rt ’ s tim e, not only in his official
capacity, but in his p rivate  time, are
p articu larly  num erous, and w e m ust feel
exceedingly  fortunate that he has accepted 
our invitation to be present here this evening. 
D u rin g this time o f dull trade and depression, 
the burden upon the shoulders o f our leaders 
in every  sphere o f com m ercial life  is very  
great. Since S ir  R obert assum ed editorship, 
in 19 17 , business life has passed  through a 
series o f tria ls such as  h ave never before been 
experienced, and in gu id in g  The H erald  
through these try in g  tim es, S ir  R obert has 
earned fo r h im self a  reputation second to 
none, fo r honesty, courage and reliability.

W ith  reference to the Club, w e have taken 
a g rea t step forw ard  in electing from  our own 
m em bers a President, in M r. M elrose, and 
a  S ecretary , in M r. B rand. I think it is a 
p articu larly  good omen that our first life 
m em ber should be appointed Secretary .

T h e future prospects o f the Club appear 
very  rosy. There has been a b ig  increase in 
m em bership, and w e w ere able to put tw o 
team s aga in st the School in D ecem ber, a
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thing- w e h ave never done before. The 
School g a v e  us a v e ry  good gam e, and 
although w e did not w in, this year w e 
cannot, as form erly, blam e the referee ! 
Indeed, w e m ust com plim ent him.

In  conclusion, to-day the m ost successful 
firm s in industry are those w here there is a 
board o f directors w o rk in g  together in 
harm ony fo r a  com m on purpose, and we 
should all w o rk  together fo r the good  o f the 
C lub, and keep it w orth y o f the nam e of 
S tra th a lla n .”

G iv in g  the toast o f “  A bsent S tra th 
a llia n s ,”  M r. G. D. M uir stated :— “  It is 
indeed a g re a t honour fo r me this evening to 
address such a notew orthy com pany. The 
num ber o f m em bers present to-n ight is a 
g rea t encouragem ent to the C lub, and it is 
all the more com m endable when w e consider 
the present financial condition o f the country. 
B ut it is not m y purpose to remind you o f the 
present state o f w orld  finance, fo r I believe 
that the m ajority o f us h ave already been 
alm ost overw helm ed by a tide o f lam entations 
and w arn in gs. R ath er, I would remind you 
that, g reat though this gath erin g  is, w e are 
only a  fraction o f that la rge  arm y o f S tra th 
allians advancing across the world. I have 
no doubt that those m em bers who are absent 
are yearn ing , and would g iv e  a  g rea t deal 
to be w ith us to-night, but, unfortunately, it 
is im possible fo r them  to be here.

W e  m ay regret, yet at the sam e tim e we 
m ust feel g lad , Gentlem en, that our absent 
friends h ave perhaps an even better oppor
tunity than w e h ave for rendering back  some 
service to the School. F o r  they are the 
pioneers who are penetrating to the rem oter 
corners o f the earth, w here S trathallan , and 
indeed m any other im portant schools, have 
probably never been heard o f ; and they are 
m aking them selves, and, through them selves, 
the School, both respected and adm ired, and 
even perhaps fam ous. T h ey are doing that 
through the very  force o f their characters 
and personalities, or, I should say, by the 
force o f our ch aracter and our personality, 
fo r it is indeed one th ing that sp irit which is 
fostered  in us at S trathallan . I know  o f no 
other school or institution w here m ore care 
and energy is devoted to the form ation of 
character. W h erever they go , our absent 
friends com m and respect, and inspire all 
those with whom  they come in contact by the

ve ry  spirit o f their m anliness, that spirit 
which I shall call the spirit o f the S trath 
allian , or better still, the spirit o f S tra th 
allan. T h is spirit has m ade them enter into 
this new enterprise, this new ideal o f which 
w e h ave heard so much recently, the new 
ideal o f W orld  U nity and B roth erhood .”

M r. A. J .  B arr , proposing “  O ur G u e st,”  
declared it his p leasant duty to exp ress on 
behalf o f the Strathallian  Club its gratitude 
to S ir  R obert B ruce fo r his presence there 
that n ight as their guest.

S ir  R obert B ruce w as the m an responsible 
■for the production o f the Glasgow  H erald, 
one o f the m ost h igh ly respected and widely 
read new spapers in the United K ingdom . 
H e thought it said a g re a t deal for their guest 
and his colleagues that the H erald  had not 
pandered to the present day fashion for 
sensational journalism . A fter all, the 
functions o f a daily new spaper w ere to 
furnish  the public w ith  facts— as the Herald  
did— not facts perverted to suit the political 
and social ideas o f its editor or proprietor, 
as w as so often the case now adays.

Personally , he w a s  asham ed to adm it that 
the sections o f the H erald  which interested 
him chiefly w ere the Sports p ag e  on M onday 
m orning, and the daily crossw ord puzzle—  
lon g m ight it continue !— but that w as purely 
due to his unintellectual tastes !

It  w a s  usual to describe the E d itor of a 
g rea t new spaper as h avin g his fingers on the 
pulse o f the universe. T h is w as a som ewhat 
hackneyed phrase, but nevertheless a very  
true one. In view  o f this he thought their 
g u e s t ’s w ords should carry  all the- more 
w eigh t w ith them, and as he had given  them 
some reason fo r optim ism , they m ight look 
forw ard  to the future with renewed hope.

H e w a s sure that he expressed  the feelings 
o f all present when he said he congratulated 
those responsible fo r the presence there o f so 
eminent a man as S ir  R obert Bruce.

T h eir C lub w as only in its infancy, and it 
w a s  the advice and support o f men like their 
gu e st that they m ost earnestly desired.

M r. D. O. M elrose, re ferrin g to the change 
in the secretaryship  o f the Club, expressed  
the thanks o f the Club fo r the m any services 
rendered to it by M r. Ja m e s during his period 
o f office, and asked him to accept a concrete 
token o f that appreciation in the form  o f a 
silver c igarette  case, su itab ly inscribed.
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M r. Jam es acknow ledged his p leasure at 
M r. M elrose ’ s rem arks. H e said how g lad  
he w as to have been associated  so intim ately 
with the Club from  its earliest days, and to 
have w atched it g ro w  so sa tisfactorily  in 
num bers and influence. F o r  a ll the help he 
had received from  Old S trathallians, and also 
fo r the presentation so kindly m ade by them, 
he expressed his sincere thanks.

The sin g in g  o f “  Auld L a n g  Syne ”  once 
again  term inated the form al proceedings.

C H A P E L  N O T E S

On N ovem ber n t h  the usual A rm istice 
Service w as held and a  very  b rie f address 
w as g iven  by M r. R iley  on the necessity of 
w o rk in g  fo r peace. The T w o  M inutes’ 
Silence w as then observed and c lasses w ere 
resum ed fo r the last period o f the m orning.

T o w ard s the m iddle o f the term  w e had 
our annual v isit from  M r. Ja m e s D uncan of 
The Scripture U nion, and he g a v e  us a very  
interesting address dealing with its activ ities 
in m any parts o f the world. H e told us o f 
the m any public school cam ps held during 
the holidays, both at home and abroad, under 
the auspices o f T h e Scrip ture U nion, w here 
excellent w o rk  w as being done am ongst the 
boys.

On the last Sund ay o f the term , the C hapel 
w as m ost beautifu lly decorated and w e had 
a Carol Service. T h e choir, under M r. 
F letch er, has im proved considerably, and the 
sin g in g  attained quite a  h igh standard.

C aptain B ak er, o f Thim ble R o w  M ission , 
made an appeal on its behalf and, as a result, 
it w as agreed  that the School should provide 
a Christm as T re a t for about tw o hundred 
children and aged  poor o f Perth. T h e 
Sch ool’ s contribution cam e to ^ 1 8  and a 
further £ 1 0  w as placed at the disposal of 
the Perth C athedral authorities to help the 
“  dow n-and-outs,”  and the w riter has had 
the p rivilege o f seeing som e o f the w ork, 
which is entirely undenom inational.

The Chapel Fund s this term  h ave been 
under the control o f a com m ittee consisting 
o f the H eadm aster, the School Captain  and 
the V ice-C aptain , and it has been decided to 
publish the balance sheet annually, instead 
of each term  as w as p reviously done.

T H E  A L P I N E  G L O W

(On watching the reflection of the sunset on a 
snowcapped mountain from a chalet veranda.)

T h e sun shines brigh t on the three tall peaks, 
The deep black scars show plain and c le a r ;

A stream let through the w hite snow creeps 
D ow n to the wooded va lley  here.

A  dazzling radiance strikes the eye ;
The snow y sheet reflects the sun,

W h ilst fa r  above the m ountains high 
T h e fleecy clouds like couriers run.

A  gentle  breeze w hisps through the wood, 
T h e flow ers sh yly nod and sw ay

A s if  they are in pensive mood,
T h in k in g  o ’er their lonesom e day.

T h e chill w hite snow, so fa r  aw ay,
From  w hite to pink is seen to change ;

Oh, w h at a colourful d isplay
N ow  bathes the slopes o f all the ran ge !

B ut now a deeper hue spreads o ’ er
T h e ru g ged  snowcapped peaks a h e a d ;

T h e valley , b righ t and fresh  no more,
Is  streaked  w ith shadow s deep instead.

T h e flam ing sun sinks low er down 
Into the azure blue ab yss ;

T h e brilliance from  the snow y crown 
Is  g ro w in g  less and less.

T h e a ir is soft, no sound is heard 
S av e  fo r the rustlin g  o f the leaves,

T h ough  now and then a little bird 
T w itters from  the wooden eaves.

And now the tall peaks fade in gloom —
D a rk  crim son m akes them  like a b lu r ;

And like three tow ers now they loom,
O r like three sentries, n e ’er a  stir.

T h e sun at la st bids all “  adieu ”
And w ith one last rem aining spark

T h e m ountains d isappear from  view  
And only leave behind —  the dark.

J .  P . B .,  Form  S i .
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T h e  D ra m a t ic

ON  M onday, D ecem ber 12 th , the 
D ram atic Society  presented “  L e av e  it 

to P sm ith ,”  a com edy by Ian  H ay  and P . G. 
W odehouse. T h e p lay  is opulent, expansive, 
luxuriant, and the production w as nothing- if 
not am bitious. T h at it attained its am bition 
nobody is likely  to deny w ho sat am ong the 
quiverin g ribs which crowded the auditorium  ; 
that its success w as w ell deserved w as 
evident from  the care and thought which the 
p layers as a  whole, and conspicuously some 
individuals, had put into their im persona
tions.

O f M r. N orton him self one h ardly need 
speak. H is Psm ith  w as a  bravu ra  perform 
ance such as only his very  considerable actin g 
experience and consum m ate sta g e  sense could 
render possible : one felt, in fact, that his real 
difficulty m ust be to avoid  p lay in g the rest 
o f the cast off the stage . T h at he did not do 
so is a tribute both to his own adm irable 
restraint and to the v e ry  solid and prom ising 
m erits o f R . L . P au l, w ho, though totally 
inexperienced, faced him  single-handed in 
m ore than one exactin g  tete-a-tete. H ard ly  
less adm irable w ere K . G. M cK enzie and A. 
M ack ay  as the scholarly dodderer, Lord  
M iddlew ick, and his over-astute secretary. 
M cK enzie w a s  v irtu a lly  the p rotagonist of 
the opening scene, and th ereafter bore the 
brunt o f the p lay w henever the egregio u s 
Psm ith  w as off the stage . A s the suspicious 
B axter, the School captain w as a ve ry  decided 
su c c e s s : the p itu itary sym ptom s in
particu lar w ere excellently  done.

W . C . R o y , a s  the insouciant Freddie 
Bosham , g a v e  his lines w ell, and secured 
nearly a hundred per cent, o f possible laugh s, 
but the part, w ith its verbal rather than 
dram atic hum our, not all o f a  ve ry  h igh 
quality, is m ore difficult than it appears to be. 
H arrington  m ade a  g lib ly  T ran satlan tic  
crook, W a tt a  g race fu lly  deferential butler, 
and J .  W . D rum m ond w as faith fu l to type as 
a cockney lift man. T h e other m inor parts 
w ere adequately p layed, a special w ord o f 
praise  being due to Joh n  Drum m ond fo r his 
appearance at short notice in the p art o f 
R alston  M cTodd.

S o c ie ty  Socia l
On the fem ale side, the cast w as num erous, 

and included som e very  creditable perform 
ances. S . K . W h ite  m ade an aw kw ard  and 
inaudible start, but soon w arm ed up to the 
part o f the pseudo-poetical Aileen Peavey. 
W e  have alread y mentioned Pau l, who, 
though handicapped by diffidence, w a s  a  very  
charm ing and convincing E v e  H alliday. 
P aterson  w as rather too spinelessly lethargic 
to be the object o f F red d ie ’ s consum ing fires, 
w hile in sm aller parts Dobbie, J .  A. Sm ith, 
R . T a y lo r and A itkenhead all g a v e  adequate 
perform ances. O nly J .  Dunlop as the E a r l ’ s 
lad y seem ed hopelessly m isc a st; he w a s  also 
alone in an otherw ise w ell dressed com pany 
in app earing in a costum e im possible even for 
an elderly and eccentric peeress.

M ake-up w as uniform ly excellent, and 
grou p in g, except fo r one or tw o alm ost 
unavoidably congested  p assag es, very  good 
indeed. In fact, the reader w ill have 
gathered  by now that the general level o f the 
production w a s  .consistently h igh, and in 
seek ing to d ischarge the role o f M om us wa 
can find only one serious fault.

E locution appears to be little cultivated in 
the Society. Its  m em bers are fa r  too easily 
satisfied with a slovenly ventriloquial draw l 
w hich is unintelligible beyond the first row  or 
tw o o f the audience. F o r  our own poor part, 
although blessed w ith ears much above the 
a v e ra g e  in keenness and accustom ed during 
term  time to hear a good deal m ore than is 
intended fo r us, w e w ere reduced fo r a large  
part o f the evening to an g lin g  fo r the odd 
phrases which the p layers had inadvertently 
allow ed to escape from  their w aistcoats. The 
Com m on Room  is sm all enough to be filled 
by the voice quite easily , and the Society 
should be content w ith nothing less than 
100%  audibility.

H av in g  m ade bold to d iagnose the m alady, 
w e m ay perhaps be allow ed to prescribe for 
it. W e  believe that the S o c ie ty ’ s standards 
have been insidiously corrupted by too long 
a course o f anaem ic conversational 
“  rea lism .”  L e t the Society  drop fo r a term 
or so the polite d raw in g  room , cigarettes-by- 
A bdullah, diam onds-by-W oolw orth  type of
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play, which p articu larly  invites slipshod 
diction (and frequently g e ts  it even on the 
professional stage), and attem pt som ething 
more' v irile  and fu ll blooded, w ith  w ell 
m arked clim axes in the d ialogue and phrases 
that dem and clear and strenuous articulation. 
L et it reduce if  necessary the num ber o f  its 
actin g m em bers, excluding those w ho cannot 
or w ill not speak w ell and distinctly, and 
show that it values quality above quantity. 
A bove all, let it shut its ears to the talk ies, 
if  it can, and g iv e  the tired N ew  W orld  a rest. 
Only so can it develop the strong, virile  de
clam ation which it is the righ t o f the audience 
to expect and the p rivilege  o f the actors to 
supply.

E . J .  F .

D R A M A T IC  S O C IE T Y  N O T E S

A s usual at the beginn ing o f the X m a s 
term it w as necessary to elect an alm ost 
new com m ittee, and the first m eeting w as 
devoted to this purpose, when the follow 
ing office-bearers w ere appointed :—

Chairman : W . C. R o y.

Vice-Chairman : A . F lem ing.

Secretary : A. M ackay.

Treasurer : G . M . Dobson.

Committee : I. L aw son , A . H arrington , 
W . W a tt , E . S in cla ir, S . K . W h ite 
and K . G. M cKenzie (who also filled 
the r61e o f A d vertisin g  M anager).

T ria l and rehearsed read ings follow ed at 
subsequent m eetings, and left the Society 
in little doubt as to the future, for talent 
w as discovered am ong the newcom ers. 
Such old favourites as “  T h e M aster of the 
H o u se ,”  “  The Old B u ll,”  “  T h e Tender 
P a s s io n ,”  “  The M on k ey ’ s P a w  ”  and 
“  M aster M ariners ”  w ere revived , and 
Tem ple T h u rsto n ’s “  Snobs ”  w as presented 
at Strath , for the first time.

One m eeting o f the term w a s occupied 
with M r. G ranville S q u ie rs ’ lecture on 
“  Secret H id ing P laces while the last 
m eeting o f the term w as devoted to the 
Presidential A ddress, “  Both Sid es of the 
F o o tlig h ts .”  B ased  upon M r. N orto n ’ s 
personal experience at and know ledge of 
The B irm ingham  R epertory  T h eatre , it w as

h igh ly successful in g iv in g  the large  
attendance an insigh t into the life of an 
actor and w as much appreciated.

T h e end o f term  p lay  w as a com edy by 
Ian  H ay  and P . G. W odehouse, entitle^ 
“  L e av e  it to P sm ith ,”  a criticism  of which 
w ill be found elsew here. W e  take this 
opportunity, how ever, o f th an k in g everyone 
for th eir generous contribution o f ^ 3  7/6 
tow ards stage  equipm ent, which is a record.

A . M a c k a y ,
Hon. Secy.

P A IN

The sculptor ch isels with his patient steel 
L iv in g  line for liv in g  line, hair for hair. 
Stone turns to flesh w ith every  chipping 

stroke,
And from  eye-stin g in g  chest appears a face.

Pain  com es at n ight or on a  Su m m er’ s eve, 
S ta lk in g  between the flow ers, and hides its 

face
I11 the darkn ess or petals o f our hope.
P ain  chisels w ith an ever gro p in g  hand, 
S tretch in g the nerve and g n aw in g  at the 

bone,
And pinching at the brain within its shell—  
L iv in g  line for liv in g  line, hair for hair. 
F le sh  stays as flesh with every  cruel caress, 
And from  the liv in g  flesh appears a face.

I have seen faces Pain  has sculptured w e ll ; 
T h e fra g ile  beauty of the Pale  D isease—  
Golden hair, and cheeks fa ir blood-stained 

lilies :
Gaunt, fever eyed, proud faces of the men 
T h at h ave been crunched within the crab

like claw —
The}' all died sneering. D eath had sm ashed 

P a in ’ s clay.

Pain  w orks with L ove  and ushers in the 
child—

N ew  flesh, new c lay  to  w ork  a  grim ace on, 
F lesh  to be fashioned w ell w ithin the years, 
Som etim es as gen tly  as  a  m other’s slap, 
P erh aps as harshly as a b u lly ’s tw ist.
L iv in g  line for liv in g  line, hair for hair. 
F lesh  changed to flesh w ith ever startled 

eyes,
And round the fearfu l eyes appears a  face.

I. C.
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T h e  C h ris tm a s  C o n c e r t

T H E  last n ight of the term , T h u rsd ay , 
D ecem ber 15  th, saw — and heard—  

M r. F le tch e r ’s second X m a s  Concert. It 
w as gen erally  voted an enjoyable and 
sa tisfy in g  entertainm ent, and this im 
pression, due in no sm all m easure to the 
variety  and contrast in the program m e and 
the sm ooth, show m anlike w a y  in which the 
concert w a s  run, seem ed som ehow  to 
transcend the p leasure g iven  by any p arti
cular item. It  would be idle to pretend that 
the School is rich in m usical talent. The 
choir, for instance, w hose efforts w ere 
hearty, if som ew hat pedestrian, confined 
itself m ainly to unison s in g in g , with 
occasional cautious excursions into two- 
and three-part harm ony. “  F a ir in g s ,”  the 
well know n song by E asth op e M artin , 
arranged  by M r. F letch er, and the chorus 
“  W ith  C atlike  T read  ”  from  “  H .M .S . 
P in a fo re ,”  w ent best.

T h e band has im proved in both num bers 
and quality since last year. A lth ough  it 
m ight be invidious to specify  nam es, one 
m ay say  that the wind section, all self 
taught, w as particu larly  good. The 
strin gs, how ever, are so  deficient in num 
bers as g ra v e ly  to hinder the further 
p ro gress of the band ; and in this connection 
we should like to appeal to any boys in the 
junior school w ho are m usically inclined 
and do not at present p lay an instrum ent to 
consider the claim s o f the violin very  
seriously. I t  is true, o f course, that 
stringed instrum ents are in gen eral more 
difficult to learn and less im pressive to look 
at than those w ith spectacular k eys, slides 
and pistons, but they g iv e  fa r  m ore p leasure 
to the am ateur in a fter life and are the back
bone o f an orchestra. There are vacancies 
in the school band fo r at least three or four 
first v io lins, tw o or three seconds, a v io la  
or tw o and a ’cello. A n y boy w ho qualifies 
him self to fill one o f these p laces w ill be 
both helping the School and la y in g  up an 
endless store o f satisfaction  fo r his adult 
years.

T he orchestral item s consisted chiefly of 
m arches, including “  O ver the B r id g e ,”  a 
new and v igorou s specim en from  M r. 
F le tc h e r ’ s own pen, which w as rendered 
w ith gusto  and received w ith enthusiasm .

There w as also a m ore am bitious item in 
M o zart’s overture to “  II S e ra g lio ,”  an 
adm irable attem pt at a  three-cornered 
introduction between band, audience and a 
w ork  o f first-rate m usic. It  speaks 
volum es for M r. F le tc h e r ’s skill and tact 
that he can blend the aerial delicacy of 
M ozart and the unbrindled excesses o f jazz 
in the sam e program m e and without any 
sense of incongruity.

O f the solos M r. Sh aw , with his custom ary 
vo racity , usurped the lio n ’s share. He gave  
us Sch u b ert’s “  Cronos the C h ario teer,”  a 
m agnificent son g w orthily rendered (the 
middle section revealed qualities of tone 
and expression  in his s in g in g  which appear 
all too ra re ly ) ; “ T h e Lu te  P la y e r ,”  a 
rather taw d ry nineteenth century ballad re
deem ed by its1 dram atic d e liv e ry ; and at the 
other end o f the scale the patter song 
“  W h en  I w as a la d ,”  from  “  H .M .S . 
P in a fo re .”  T h is  la st w as g iven  with choral 
refra in  in the first h a lf o f the program m e 
and amplified in the second h alf by the 
addition of several irreverently satirical verses.

A llen played to Jo h n  D rum m ond’s piano
forte  accom panim ent a brilliant C zardas by 
M onti, and later a M oto Perpetuo by Bohm , 
with M r. F ra n k  at the piano, both with 
good style and tech n iq ue; while Mr. 
F letch er and K . G. M cK enzie joined forces 
in tw o E d w ard  Germ an dances arranged  as 
duets on one and two pianos respectively. 
T h ey  m ade a sound and m usicianly com
bination : M cK enzie is a very  real asset to 
Strath allan  m usic-m aking.

A  further outstanding item w as a piano
forte duet by M r. F ra n k  and M r. Fletch er, 
E d w ard  G erm an ’s M orris D ance N o. 2, 
which w as deservedly enthusiastically 
applauded.

It rem ains to mention the popular dance 
num bers which w ere played by the band, 
w ith G ilm our and M cK enzie as soloists and 
vocalised  with g rea t heartiness by the rest 
o f the school. T h ey w ere probably the 
m ost appreciated m usical item s o f the even
ing , at any rate in the judgm ent of one 
form er resident in S h an gh ai. A ll of which 
go es to prove, if proof w ere needed, that in 
m usic a s  elsew here it is indeed m ore blessed 
to g iv e  than to receive.
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T o turn to the non-m usical item s, G. 
B alfou r and S . K . W h ite g a v e  tw o d isplays 
o f legerdem ain d uring the evening. T h ese 
included some good and effective tricks, 
especially the m iraculous p assage  of string  
through a hum an body, but others w ere un
suitable for the occasion (and tricks are 
effective only before an audience o f d raw in g
room size), and W h ite as spokesm an for the 
pair w as not nearly voluble enough.

T w o  one act p lays com pleted the pro
gram m e. “  B ird s o f a F e a th e r ,”  a com edy 
by J .  O. F ran cis, w as presented by four of 
the Staff. T h e play takes place out o f doors 
and concerns a couple o f poachers whose 
escape from  justice is aided w ith -more 
charity  than probability by a deus ex machina 
in episcopal garb . M r. M cCutcheon, as 
D aft D icky, the younger poacher, g a v e  a 
finely im aginative rendering o f a difficult 
part, while M r. Cole w as natural and un
forced as his accom plice. M r. G. H . W a rd  
made an urbane and sym pathetic bishop, 
though quite honestly w e think that the 
soliloquy which p ortrays his stru gg le  with 
conscience m ight have been im proved by 
more w arm th and em phasis. M r. N orton, 
who produced the p lay, had left him self 
little scope in the part o f Jen k in s , the 
k e e p e r ; still his fight w ith the bishop w as 
one of the b ig  hits of the evening, and his 
“  noises off ”  w ere all but perfect. T h e one 
factor which seriously m ilitated aga in st the 
success o f the p lay w as the absence—  
inevitable in the circum stances— of any 
appeal to the eye in the mise en scene. T o  
im agine that a plain blue-draped stage  w as 
a m oonlit wood, with glim pses o f a river 
show ing between the trees w as too difficult 
a task  for the less im aginative part o f the 
audience.

The other play w as “  The Invisib le  
D u k e ,”  by F . Sladen Sm ith , an am bitious 
production in the hands o f M r. F ra n k  who 
w as also responsible for the principal part. 
Costum e in a p lay is at once an aid and a 
difficulty : overcom e the difficulty and it is 
an invaluable a s s e t ; and this is w hat M r. 
F ran k  had made it. A s the F ifteenth  
Century A stro loger, M r. F ra n k  was, adm ir
able, his high-pitched falsetto' voice beiflg  
w onderfully sustained, and his actin g  ran 
the whole gam ut of em otionsi J .  W ilson  
w as the outstanding figure am ong the rest

o f the cast, for from  the m om ent o f his 
entrance his actin g  w as assured  and force
ful, affording splendid contrast with M r. 
F r a n k ’ s timid astro loger. I. G rant and A. 
G ray  w ere adm irable as the astro lo g er ’s 
apprentices and helped to m ake a com plete 
success of the difficult opening scene. L e ss  
successfu l, due in part to the unsym pathetic 
roles they w ere p ortray in g  and in part to 
their self consciousness as a pair of lovers, 
w ere I, G albraith  as E m ilia , the lady in the 
case, and B . Sm ith as Fran cesco , the 
D u k e ’s successfu l riva l for her hand. 
G albraith  lacked the fire and passion o f the 
w arm  South, and Sm ith w as so self-effacing 
that one m arvelled with the D uke how the 
lady could tran sfer her affections. It  w as 
indeed a case o f “  Loo k  here upon this 
picture and on t h i s ! ”  Out o f the la d y ’ s 
presence Sm ith  w as better, and his reunion 
w ith his cousin w as very  effective. N ot a 
little o f the general success o f the play w as 
due to the effective sta g in g , com plete with 
skull, which did so much to create the right 
atm osphere.

E . J .  F . (and M. N.)

D I S A S T E R

T h e d an ger w as imminent but unknown. 
R u sh in g  through the night, w ith sm oke 
belching from  her funnel, and a  fiery g low  
issu in g from  the engine cabin, w here the 
stoker toiled unrem ittingly, the train raced 
a lon g  tow ards the bridge, once safe , but 
now . . .?

N ot fa r  aw ay, while the p assen gers 
reclined com fortably in the Pullm ans in 
blissfu l ignorance o f im pending d isaster, the 
evil-doers lay chuckling fou lly  into their 
m atted beards. T h ey  had blown up the 
centre span o f the bridge, and w ere now 
planning how to m ake a quick g e ta w a y  with 
their prize, the gold.

N earer and nearer to the d anger drew  the 
train. N ow  it w a s  on the approach to the 
bridge tearin g  tow ards the gap . T oo late the 
engine driver saw  the d an ger and applied his 
brakes. T h ere  w as a searin g  flash, rending 
the S ty g ian  b lackness, followed by a 
w h irrin g  and tearin g  o f w heels and a 
muffled curse. The Cine had broken down 
during the first really  good film fo r m cnths.
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T h e  C ox— His D e ligh ts  and  D e lu s io n s!
“ As a stimulant to C lassics or Medical Lore 

Is the swing and the gleam  of the rythm ical o ar .”

T O the onlooker, the function o f the 
cox would appear to be va stly  inferior 

to that o f the oarsm en. T o  the laym an on 
the tow -path, his dim inutive size (of 
necessity) appears to  be altogeth er out
shone by the m agnificent physique essential 
to  those w ho wield the blade. F a r  from  
bein g a sinecure office it is one which de
m ands very  h igh skill, quick decision and 
infinite patience. It can be com pared w ith
out either van ity  or invidious distinction to 
the tiny cell o f g rey  m atter w'hich controls 
the beef and braw n.

P articu larly  to one who has lived in the 
heart o f the country fa r  aw ay  from  n avi
gab le  rivers, it is with m ore than tim idity 
that a fresh er accepts the first invitation not 
only to steer a s ix ty  foot c ra ft , but also to 
control the enorm ous force which represents 
the sum of e igh t m uscular lads in the pink 
o f con d ition ; to inspire by encouragem ent 
(and a sim ple direct w ord o f com m and) that 
autom atic and precise collective stroke 
without which no race can hope to be won.

T o  this end the little m an cram ped in the 
stern, often h a lf aw ash  with scudding spray , 
tran sfers his burning enthusiasm  into the 
lon g sw eep, produced as one m an, that 
sends the lon g ship fo rg in g  ahead, c leavin g  
the w ater like a sw a llo w ’ s w ing.

On such a river as the C am , narrow  and 
w inding, it ca lls  for an even h igher ju d g 
ment than n ecessary  on a wide river like 
the Tham es.

*  *  *  *

O ne’s first efforts soon d iscover the m any 
difficulties that beset the w ay  o f the pros
pective cox, and the fresh er soon realises 
there is not only a lot to learn, but that he 
m ust develop and m aintain that good 
tem per which has to m eet alike the piquant 
sallies o f the crew  and the scornful and 
som etim es lurid lan gu age  o f the coach.

I well rem em ber the first venture— when 
a cro ss w ind, like a front wheel skid  on a 
car, apparently put the steering  o f the boat 
quite out of control ! The technique, how
ever, that in all other arts, w here fast

m ovem ent is involved, had to be learned in 
the hard school o f experience.

*  *  *  *

Com e with me to the C am , w here we have 
a lready g iven  m any hours to hard and 
strenuous tra in in g to w in coveted honours 
fo r our C ollege and m aybe to  win a 
treasured  seat in the ’V a rs ity  B oat itself.

T h e first w eek o f M ichaelm as Term  is 
spent in g iv in g  a  practical course on the 
principles o f ro w in g  to freshm en— this calls 
fo r perseverance and patience on the part 
o f the coach. C rew s are now  chosen and 
the “  e igh ts ”  set afloat. It  m ust not be
forgotten  that the boats are so ligh t that
the g rea test care m ust be taken  to avoid an 
upset. In turn the prospective cox, having 
learned a few  orthodox com m ands, to
geth er w ith som e useful tips from  an old
sta g e r, orders his crew  to bring the boat
out.

H is first responsibility is to ensure that 
the rudder is not sm ashed, due to1 lack of 
skill in p lacing the boat on the w ater.

N ow  all is s e t ; a fter a prelim inary w arn 
in g “  R e a d y ! ” , the cox follow s this with

“  Com e forw ard  ! ”
“  A re  you re a d y ? ”
“ P a d d le !”
F o rw a rd  is the startin g  position with oar 

handles w ell out from  the chest, and blades 
restin g  at a sligh t angle  to the w ater. A t 
the com m and “ p a d d le !” , strokes about 
tw enty-six  to the minute are set by the 
stroke, and when the boat is steady and well 
under w a y , at the com m and “  R o w ! ”  the 
speed is in a few  strokes increased to 
th irty-six .

A ll th is sounds easy , but it requires a 
good  deal o f practice on the part o f the 
cox, before even a  reasonably straigh t 
course can be ensured. H e not only has 
to  correct inaccurate tim e, but a lso  to 
counteract unbalanced pull and the effect of 
w ind. Due to  the c o x ’s position, his diffi
cu lty o f direct vision  ahead is a handicap, 
a t first, to good steering. H ad my readers 
seen the z ig -z ag g in g  path that the boat
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took at m y first attem pt they could better 
appreciate these several difficulties and the 
responsibility of the m an with the rudder 
lines.

D uring practice frequent delays occur if 
the “  rules of the river ”  are not strictly 
observed. Ju s t  as on Continental roads, so 
on the river the righ t side is the r igh t side. 
O f necessity, politeness is one o f the 
traditions o f row ing— though at tim es 
pertinent view s are exchanged  between 
rival coxes.

B y  degrees, experience and practice over
come m ost d ifficu lties; p articu larly  in 
steering, the effort with long practice 
becom es alm ost autom atic. A t first, I 
found corners m y “  bfete n o ir ,”  and I early  
realised it does not pay to cut a corner. 
Such a course usually results in the oars 
h itting the bank, which invites caustic com 
m ents from  crew  and coach. T h e smooth 
m ovem ent o f the rudder is essential to  keep 
the boat level as w ell as g a in in g  ad van tage  
by shortening the course.

The com m ands o f the cox m ust be short 
and precise, and it is essential to raise on e’ s 
voice to  ensure that the distant bow  oars
men can hear. Fu lsom e orders are entirely 
unnecessary and are g rea tly  resented by the 
crew.

Som e three w eeks before the races, the 
crew s are sent into strict tra in in g , and 
bursts of really hard ro w in g  are the order 
of the day. T hese “  bursts ”  are usually 
g iven  for ten strokes, the cox counting 
aloud to keep the men in perfect time. 
W hen at la st the crew  row s a full course, 
particularly over the w ater selected for the 
ultim ate race, a g reat deal depends on the 
cox. He m ust use all his ingenuity— know  
when to steady the crew  and when to call 
for extra  hard bursts. V a rie ty  o f expression  
and inflection in the c o x ’ s orders adds 
greatly  to the psychological factors which 
govern  the response o f the men. H is one 
aim m ust be to develop and keep the team  
spirit, as well as create that cheerful and 
optim istic feeling which inspires men to do 
their utmost.

L a stly , a word about the bum ping races. 
T o  secure a “  bum p ”  the cox has to touch 
the rudder of the boat ahead with his bow. 
T h is  calls for skill and quick judgm ent. I 
have seen m any bum ps m issed by inches as

the result of indecision or delay. The 
“  e igh ts ”  start three lengths apart. T h at 
distance is fixed by the cox  holding a block 
o f wood or bung attached by a chain to the 
bank. A t the startin g  point, the bung is 
norm ally dropped in the w ater. I know  of 
one unfortunate cox, w ho, h avin g  g o t the 
chain o f the bung entangled  w ith his rudder 
lines, w as pulled back  into the w ater, and 
the boat crashed into the bank. H is re
w ard  for this w as another ducking on his 
return to the boathouse !

T o  return to the races, the coach on the 
tow -path inform s the cox by m eans of 
revo lver shots when the opposing boat is 
within one or tw o lengths. W hen only a 
quarter o f a length off the boat in front 
three shots are fired. It  is now  or never—  
the men g o  “  flat out ” — and it is up to the 
cox if he is overlapping to m ake a bump. 
T h e tw o boats concerned then d raw  into 
the bank and in the next d a y ’s race reverse 
positions. The secret o f the bum ping races 
is to steer on e ’s own course.

I f  one is fortunate to win C ollege colours 
from  third boat to first, there is the never- 
w an in g  am bition to g a in  the honour o f a 
Blue by co xin g  the ’V a rs ity  crew  again st 
O xford . Such a success, as in every w alk  
o f life, is determ ined by the treasured 
ability  to deal with m an ’s varied  tem pera
m ent— and while tra in in g counts for m uch, 
leaders are born.

There is no doubt o f the delights and ex
perience afforded by this ever liv in g  art. 
T h e thoroughness, hard w ork  and good 
team  spirit am ong the men m ake the early 
practices en joyable, and an able crew  puts 
the final touch to the keen com petition and 
thrills experienced in the actual race.

*  *  *  *

The very  “  joie de vivre  ”  which enters 
so much into the fascination o f sk atin g  and 
sk i-in g— the bracin g tonic o f a north-easter 
in Ja n u a ry  —  is equally found when sitting 
behind a  well trained eigh t as when Queens 
I. shoots the w ater like a bob-sleigh and, 
w ith a “ W ell done ! ”  shouted down a 
m egaphone from  our coach, w e rest on our 
oars as she g lid es to the bank.

W ith  oars stowed aw ay  and boat up
turned and stored —  then a glorious dash 
for the “  D orothy ”  and T e a !
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S e c re t h id in g  Places

ON T u esd ay , N ov. 8th, M r. G ranville 
Squiers g a v e  a  h igh ly  in teresting and 

novel lecture on “  Secret H id ing P la c e s ,”  
which w as enthusiastically received. T o  a  
Scottish  audience, unfam iliar w ith the beauty 
o f T udor architecture, the excellent slides o f 
various tim bered and h alf tim bered m ansions 
in the M idlands and the South o f E n glan d  
m ust have been a revelation, and fo r this 
reason, if for no other, the lecture w as well 
w orth while.

T h e lecturer began  by d estroying some o f 
our m ost deep-rooted beliefs— those in long 
secret underground p assa g e s, which fo r the 
m ost part never existed ; while those that did, 
he rather shocked us by expla in ing as ancient 
sew ers, possib ly cleaned out as a  m eans of 
escape in tim e o f em ergency.

H e then shattered another illusion by 
statin g that very  few  secret h id ing places are 
to be found in cellars : on the contrary, the 
attics are fa r  m ore likely  places, since they 
w ere in less danger o f surprise discovery. 
Fu rth er, the slid ing panel, much used by all 
sensational novelists since Scott, a lso w as 
non-existent, a  p ivo tin g  section being the 
usual type.

M ost o f these hiding p laces, he pointed 
out, dated back  to the C atholic persecutions, 
and w ere constructed in the houses o f the 
g rea t C atholic nobles to  g ive  re fu ge  to 
itinerant Je su it priests, w ho pursued their 
ca llin g  w ith a price on their head. T h ey  w ere 
made alm ost entirely by one man, at least 
those w ere which are  recorded in the b io 
grap h y  o f one F a th e r G erard , w hose 
adventures in E n glan d  w ere o f a  d istinctly 
hazardous nature, and w hose story  had put 
the lecturer upon the track  o f m any hitherto 
undiscovered priest-holes. H arvin gto n  H all 
w a s  a  case in point w here a com plicated series 
o f hiding p laces had been d iscovered, lead in g 
one from  the other, which enabled the 
fu g itive , if  hard pressed, to escape from  the 
house altogether. H addington Court, 
associated with the G unpow der P lot, w as 
revealed as  a veritab le  rabbit w a rre n ; and 
finally, one o f F a th e r G e rard ’ s narrow est 
escapes w as g iven  in fu ll by  m eans o f a series 
o f slides relative to “  B road  O a k s .”  D u rin g  
the m asterly  unfold ing o f this fasc in atin g

story  w e w ere perm itted to w atch the con
struction by L o n g  Joh n  o f a hiding place 
beneath a  fire g rate , w herein F ath er Gerard 
spent four days w ithout food, w hilst the 
house w as in the hands o f the priest hunters 
and soldiers.

T h e h id ing p laces o f the C avaliers a fter 
W o rcester w ere, the lecturer said, for the 
m ost part those constructed earlier by the 
Je su its , notably those at B oscabel associated 
w ith K in g  C h arles him self. O f later day 
h id ing p laces the lecturer could say  little, 
since in all his researches he had found but 
one that m ight ju stly  claim  to date from  
sm u g g lin g  d ays, and he concluded with an 
appeal fo r  any inform ation upon secret 
hiding places in Scotland, inform ation and 
know ledge o f which w as difficult to attain.

M. N.

T H A L A T T A

L a te  in the closing  evening 
T h e hom ing rooks call out,
The m eadow  sheep go  b leating,
A nd the brown ow l starts to h o o t ; 
H igh  on the m isty m oorland 
T h e curlew  calls to me,
W h ile  in the throes o f dream land 
I hear the ca llin g  sea.
I h ave heard it ca llin g  faintly 
F rom  far aw ay  w ithin,
I h ave heard it sw elling gently 
A bove the noisesom e din ;
A bove the din o f the city 
A nd the ro ar o f m igh ty w orks,
A s a voice that cries for pity 
Y e t  in the shadow s lurks.
It has grow n  in volum es louder 
T h an  the s ire n ’s p iercing scream , 
And it u rges onw ard stronger 
T h an  m any a  ra g in g  stream  ;
T h e sea is ca llin g , calling,
I m ust not stay  too long,
F o r  the even ing tide is fa llin g ,
A nd m y heart is young and strong. 
S o  farew ell to the uplands,
M y friends beloved all,
F o r  w ithin m y soul is su rg in g  
T h e glorious w ild s e a ’ s call.

G. D. M.
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In S earch

A F T E R  running fo r several hours 
through the sw eltering heat o f a  really 

hot A u g u st afternoon, the W h ite S ta r 
Special drew noisily and je rk ily  into South 
ampton Station. Ju s t  across the platform  
lay  the 790 feet long dark blue side o f the 
Homeric. Three hours later the tu gs go t 
under w ay  and slow ly pulled the bow o f the 
g reat ship round to face the open sea. The 
vo yage  had started. A fte r dinner, everyone 
w as on deck to take a last v iew  o f the 
E n glish  coast, and o f the squat, rather u gly  
N ab. Then the fo g  closed in, and the ship 
proceeded at h a lf speed and with frequent 
roars from  her siren and w histle.

N ext m orning off the French  coast all 
traces of the fo g  had disappeared, though the 
a ir w as still d istinctly chilly. T h e two 
sw im m ing pools, fore and a ft, w ere deserted 
until w e neared L isbon, when the fu ll effects 
o f the M editerranean sun began  to be felt.

A  drive round the city o f L isbon leaves one 
with an entirely favourable  im pression o f the 
country and its inhabitants. T h ere  are some 
wonderful rock gard en s at one end o f the 
city, entirely sheltered from  the full force of 
the sun by m eans o f overhead shutters. 
H ow ever interesting A lg ie rs  and T an g iers  
m ay be to the foreigner, they differ from  
Spain  and P o rtu g al in that the inhabitants 
are not so friendly or good natured as a rule.

C hief am ong these good natured ones are 
the gu ides. One is apt to think o f a  guide 
as one reduced to this method o f m ak in g a 
livelihood. H ere a gu ide m ay h ave three or 
four m agnificently furnished houses and as 
m any w ives, neither o f which are cheap.

T he centre o f attraction, both in A fr ica  and 
here, is the Suk, or M arket, w here all sorts 
o f stran ge th ings and people are to be seen. 
O f the latter is the doctor o f the poor, who 
sits cro ss-legged  before a  g rea t a rra y  of 
charm ed skins o f b irds, and anim als, and 
m ixed herbs for the prevention and cure of 
all the d iseases under the sun. A t the other 
end o f the Grand Su k  sits the storyteller, a 
blind man, who is the centre o f an audience, 
seated on the ground in concentric circles 
round him, and num bering anyth in g from  
fifty  to tw o hundred. H e deals in rom ances,

o f  th e  Sun
though not o f the type to which w e E n g lish  
are accustom ed. A n attraction at A lg ie rs  
is the Z oo, w here, fo r the equivalent o f one 
sh illing and eightpence, birds and anim als 
are to be seen w a lk in g  under the shades o f 
pines, free  o f all restrain t but fo r fencin gs, 
anim als such as could never live in colder 
clim es w ithout cages which could be artifici
a lly  heated.

In M ajorca , the population is m ostly 
French  and Spanish , w ith a  fa ir  num ber o f 
E n g lish , w ho fo r reasons o f health have 
settled in the M editerranean lands. It  is, a s  
all the neighbouring country, extrem ely hilly 
and, in sum m er at all events, free  from  rain. 
T h e thirty-odd m ile road from  P alm a to 
C am p-de-M er is nothing but a series of 
bends, as it w inds back  and forth  in an en
deavour to clim b over the hills. T h e  Spanish  
drivers reckon to com plete the journey in 
som ething under an hour and a half, over a 
road w here a m isjudgm ent on one o f the 
bends would m ean an overturned car at least, 
and possib ly w orse, for the w alls  built on the 
bends are too short and low  to afford much 
protection from  g o in g  over the side o f the 
road and being precipitated down the steep 
hillside.

A fter a short stay  at B arcelona, and later 
at M a lag a , during which the Hom eric  w as 
refilled w ith oil and w ater, w e left fo r her last 
port o f call, G ibraltar. H ere everything 
resem bles a  B ritish  town, except fo r the 
clothes and the bazaars. G ib raltar is the 
place also at which everyone spends his or 
her la st penny in securing b argain s in leather 
pouffes, c igarette  ligh ters and various spirits, 
attem pts later to sm u ggle  which invariably 
result d isastrously.

T h e ship only stays here fo r s ix  or seven 
hours, and then sails fo r Southam pton and 
home. The finals o f the gam es cham pion
ships are in p ro g ress  all the w a y  home, and 
on the last n ight prizes are distributed after 
the farew ell ball. T h e next m orning as she 
m oved slow ly tow ards the dock she passed 
the Mauretania, developing a  considerable 
list to starboard  as everyone rushed to see 
her, to the deep annoyance o f the pilot.

D . P . (Form  S3).
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S p o rts
R U G B Y

T H E  season so fa r  has been fa irly  
successful, as w as to be expected with 

five outsides and four forw ard s from  last 
y e a r ’s team . O f the eleven gam es played, 
six  have been won, tw o draw n and three lost.

The difficulty o f team  build ing round the 
nucleus has been by no m eans easy , fo r last 
season ’s 2nd X V . consisted o f older boys, 
w ho left School at the end o f the year. 
P articu lar difficulty w a s  found in filling the 
outside positions. T h ere  seem s to be an 
abundance o f prom ising forw ard s all througn 
the School, w hile in the M iddle School there 
is a  dearth o f outsides.

T h e forw ards h ave been the stron gest part 
o f the School team , and have nearly a lw ays 
held their own. O ccasionally they lacked 
dash and determ ination, notably ag a in st D un
ferm line H igh  School and Edinburgh  
Institution, but they have a lw ays played w ell 
as a whole. T h ey have im proved consider
ably since the beginn ing o f term , and there 
is now  much m ore individual skill. T h e tw o 
M cK enzies have held the pack  together well 
and h ave both played m agnificently in every 
gam e. I. M cK enzie has im proved enorm ously 
and is at last learn ing how to use his w eigh t 
and strength. T h e w in g  forw ards know  their 
job, and, though break in g  quickly, do their 
share o f pushing. M ost o f the forw ard s w ere 
tried at hooking, but D ish ington  earned his 
place in the side by virtu e o f his ab ility  in 
that position, and has since im proved, and 
besides show ing pluck, is now pulling his 
w eigh t. T h e  fau lt o f the scrum  is apparent 
staleness at tim es, they lack  the fire which 
is n ecessary fo r a  successfu l pack, and they 
m ight push low er and h arder in the set 
scrum m ages.

T h e outsides have a  scrum  h alf with 
brains, elusive and strong-running w in gs, 
and an excess o f capable full backs from  
w hich to choose. W ith  a fly-half w ith  in itia
tive w e should h ave scored m any more tries. 
M arr, who has played in that position h alf 
the term , is  sound but s lo w ; H arrington  
g a in s confidence in every m atch, but still 
drops his passes. Both are excellent links, 
but the team  needs a  man to m ake openings. 
T h e centres h ave been disappointing. M ac- 
lachlan should h ave been outstanding here

Notes
this season, but has failed to find his form , 
and at the end o f the term  w as p lay in g  a 
steady gam e at full back. F o r  this change, 
M acm ath, an excellent full back, w as brought 
up to centre three, w here his stron g cut 
through has been responsible fo r a  number 
o f  tries.

R o y  has been an efficient captain, and 
under him the team  has cheerfully turned out 
to the num erous scrum m age and three- 
quarter practices and the gym . class.

W e  are sorry  to lose W . R itchie this term. 
H e is a  good all-round forw ard , w hile his 
g o a l k ick in g  has been m agnificent. An even 
grea ter loss to the team  w ill be that o f I. 
M cK enzie. H e has been outstanding in 
every m atch this season. A  robust and com 
plete forw ard , w e shall look to see him doing 
w ell in first-class football. W ith  these goes 
W . M cLach lan , w ho has played fo r two 
seasons in the School side, and though he 
has never fulfilled his early  prom ise, he has 
been a v e ry  useful m em ber throughout.

The Second F ifteen  did not start the 
season too w ell, but latterly  have put up 
som e excellent perform ances. A  draw  with 
G lasgo w  H igh  School 2nd X V . and a  win 
over D ollar 2nd show s excellent pr< gress . 
T h e w hole team , unlike last year, is young, 
and the forw ard s, com posed o f junior boys, 
are a  w orkm anlike pack. T h e three-quarters 
are good , but here aga in  w e h ave natural full 
backs w ho are  forced to p lay  in the centre.

T h e Second X V . w ill lose Fo rb es this term . 
H e is in his second season o f R u g b y  and is 
rapid ly becom ing a  clever forw ard, with 
plenty o f grit.

T h e  T h ird  F ifteen  has, unfortunately, lost 
its long stand ing record o f being unbeaten. 
T h e m aterial is there, but in their m atches 
they h ave failed  to show the necessary team 
spirit, and once behind on points, failed to 
recover.

One o f the m ost prom ising features o f the 
School R u g b y  is the p lay  in the Junior 
School. H ere they are very  keen, know  how 
to score tries, and in the sides are som e first- 
c lass  three-quarters in the m aking.

T h e fo llow ing w ere aw arded  their Second 
X V . caps at C h ristm as :— M. R obertson , W . 
R itchie, A . M ack ay , T . D ishington, W . 
W a tt , A . H arrin gto n , J .  M arr and R . 
T aylor. R- A.
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Strathallan v. Aberdeen Grammar School,

played at Fo rgan d en n y on Satu rd ay, 
O ctober 1st.

Th is gam e opened at a  trem endous pace, 
and Strath , hemmed their opponents in their 
own “  tw en ty-five .”  T h e  forw ard s w ere 
carry in g  the m ajority o f the scrum s, and 
within ten m inutes R o y  opened the scoring 
as a result o f a good blind side m ovem ent, 
but the k ick  failed. T h e  G ram m ar School 
replied with a fine rush, but Macmath- 
relieved pressure w ith a fine k ick  to touch. 
Good k ick in g  by D obson and H arrin gton  
carried p lay  into the v is ito rs ’ h alf, w here 
Dobson sold the dum m y to send in Brecken- 
ridge to score a fte r  a  delightful sw erve round 
the full back. T h e long k ick  aga in  failed. 
Im m ediately from  the restart M cLach lan  and 
M acm ath w ere instrum ental in the latter 
touching down near the posts, but the k ick  
w as badly m issed. T h e v isito rs now w ere 
gettin g  a share o f the ball from  the scrum , 
and their backs proved a dangerous com bina
tion, and w ere unlucky not to score. W hen 
D obson’ s defensive k ick in g  had again  put 
Strath , on the attack , M cLachlan  broke aw ay  
from  a line-out near the h alf-w ay line and 
grounded h alf-w ay between the posts and 
the corner, but again  the k ick w a s  unsuccess
ful.

On the resum ption, the G ram m ar School 
forw ards alm ost m onopolised the scrum s and 
line-outs, and the full back  joined the threes 
in repeated attacks. T h ey  opened the 
scoring, how ever, w ith  a splendid penalty 
go a l from  a difficult position. A t this point, 
Strath , seem ed to crack  com pletely and w ere 
penned in their own “  tw en ty-five ,”  and it 
w as not surprisin g that their line w as tw ice 
crossed, one o f the tries being converted. 
T h e last five m inutes w as a terrific stru gg le  
to retain the slender lead, but though the 
v isitors had all the p lay, the w in n ing points 
eluded them.

R esu lt : Strathallan , 12  pts. ; Aberdeen 
G ram m ar School, 1 1  pts.

Strathallan v. R . Gordon’s College, played 
at Forgan d en n y on S atu rd ay , O ctober 
15  th.

T he gam e opened w ith a  fine rush by the 
home forw ards, I. M cK enzie being p articu 
larly  prom inent; but G ordon ’s replied 
strongly, and won m ost o f the scrum s. A t 
the sam e time it w as their line which had the

first escape, C ooper dropping his p ass a fter 
R o y  had broken through. A fter tw enty 
m inutes D obson opened the score by dum m y
in g  his w a y  over close in, M cLach lan  
converting. Good w o rk  by H arrington  
alm ost brough t a  further try , but this time 
R o y  w a s  at fault. P la y  continued to run 
evenly, G ordon ’ s superiority forw ard  nullify
in g  the ad van tage  the School possessed  
behind.

A fter the breather, the home forw ards 
im proved and the backs w ere g iven  m ore 
opportunities. A fte r  ten m inutes R o y  broke 
through in his own h alf to touch down 
between the posts, but M cLach lan  m issed an 
easy  k ick. T h ereafter, Strath , practically  
m onopolised the gam e, and though 
M cLach lan  and B reckenrid ge cam e close, the 
only other scoring cam e ten m inutes from  the 
end, when R o y  and Cooper m ade ground with 
a good p assin g  m ovem ent, fo r the form er to 
g o  over.

R e s u lt :  S trathallan , 1 1  p t s . ;  R . G ordon’ s 
C ollege , nil.

Strathallan v. Glasgow High School, played 
at G lasgo w  on Satu rd ay , O ctober 22nd.

T h e  gam e w as played under m iserable 
conditions on a  saturated  pitch, and from  the 
kick-off the H igh  School applied pressure, 
d riv in g  Strath , into their own “ tw en ty-five .”  
T h e forw ard s w ere ju st holding their own, 
but poor handling am ong the backs spoilt 
their good w ork. The H igh  School adopted 
the kick-ahead m ethod, and found D aw son 
very  unreliable. Constant pressure yielded 
a score a fter tw enty m inutes, w eak  tackling 
enabling the H igh  School stand-off to g o  
through for a try  which w a s  converted. F ive  
m inutes later a forw ard  scram bled over for 
a second try  fa r  out, and the k ick  failed. 
Strath , w ere p lay in g poorly, though Dobson 
m ade am ends for some wild p assin g  with 
good defensive k ick ing.

A fte r the interval, S trath , im proved, and 
by a series of forw ard  rushes, in which I. 
M cK enzie and R obertson  w ere a lw ays to the 
fore, took p lay  into the home half. Only 
selfishness prevented a score when, w ith 
three men up and only the full back  to beat, 
M cLach lan  held on. H e m ade am ends when 
he cleared a dangerous forw ard  m ovem ent 
by a lon g rak in g  touch k ick. B efore  long 
the H igh  School w ere back on the School
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line, and the scrum  h a lf d ived over fo r an 
unconverted try . S trath , fou gh t back, and 
a  score seem ed possible when D aw son  m is- 
fielded a long k ic k ; one o f the hom e threes, 
fo llow ing up, k icked  over the line, but w as 
obstructed, and a  penalty try  w a s  given .

R esu lt : S trathallan , n i l ; G lasgo w  H igh  
School, 14  pts.

Strathallan v. Dunfermline High School,
played at D unferm line on S atu rd ay , 
O ctober 29th.

It w as ra in in g  when the home side 
kicked off, and the ground w as very  
slippery. D unferm line attacked first with 
stron g  forw ard  rushes, and only a fine 
tackle by M acm ath prevented a  score. 
P la y  w ent to the other end and w a s  o f a 
scrappy nature. A fter a  quarter o f an hour 
quick heeling by the home forw ard s, who 
w ere h avin g  the better of the exch an ges, 
enabled the stand-off h alf to score an un
converted try  near the posts. S trath , 
replied with some fine forw ard  p lay, 
R obertson , Chapm an and I. M cK enzie 
being held up near the line : and the home 
side w as kept on the defensive till h a lf tim e, 
for which M a rr ’s touch k ick in g  w as m ainly 
responsible.

In  the second h alf an early  attack  by 
Strath , w as beaten off by lon g touch k ick 
ing. The home backs handled w ell but 
their p assin g  w as w eak  and spoilt m any 
good m ovem ents. T h ey  w ent further 
ahead through a forw ard  rush, but aga in  
the k ick  failed. A fte r tw enty m inutes’ play 
M arr cleverly  picked up a bad p ass from  
D obson and passed to R o y , who handed off 
the full back  and ju st m anaged  to g et over 
at the corner. A  difficult k ick  w as m issed. 
D unferm line now pressed stron gly  and five 
m inutes later w ent further ahead w ith a try 
by their scrum  half. T h ey  deserved their 
v ictory , for they w ere better served forw ard. 
M arr w as the ou tstanding success of the 
School side.

R e s u lt : S trath allan , 3 pts. ; Dunferm line 
H igh  School, 9 pts.

Strathallan v. Edinburgh ’ Varsity Medicals,
played at Forgan d en n y on T uesday, 
N ovem ber 1st.

A  fast open gam e w as w itnessed  despite 
the w et pitch. T h e  v isito rs , fa st behind the 
scrum , m ade ground at first, but la ter the 
School forw ard s settled down, and b y  g iv in g

their threes a  g reater share o f the ball, 
enabled them  to retaliate. R o y  broke 
through brilliantly, only for M cLachlan  to 
spoil a prom ising m ovem ent. A t the other 
end, the v isito rs  narrow ly m issed a m agnifi
cent penalty g o a l ; and a good  three m ove
ment saw  their righ t centre alm ost through, 
but M cLachlan  m ade a fine tackle on the line. 
T h e v isito rs  continued to press, in part due 
to the failu re  o f the School backs to find 
touch, and an intercepted p ass on the half
w a y  line enabled them to open the score 
under the posts. The k ick  w as successful. 
The School replied strongly, and a scrum  in 
the enem y’ s “  tw enty-five ”  enabled R o b e rt
son to steal over between the posts for 
M cLachlan  to convert.

T h e better tra in ing o f the boys began to 
asse rt itse lf in the scond h alf, and a fter some 
ten m inutes they firm ly established them 
selves in their opponents’ half. The 
forw ard s w ere p lay in g m agnificently, 
M cK enna, M ack ay  and the tw o M cKenzies 
being especially  p rom inent; the backs, too, 
kept up the offensive w ith good touch k ick 
ing, M acm ath p articu larly  d istinguishing 
him self. I. M cK enzie cam e close with a 
determ ined rush, and later Robertson w as 
unfortunate to put a foot in touch when clear 
o f the defence. Dobson m issed a glorious 
chance o f a  drop go al, but made am ends by 
a  splendid break  through, which, with the 
threes handling w ell, saw  Cooper all but 
over. L a te r  I. M cK enzie w a s  held up on 
the line, and one could not help feeling that 
the School w ere unlucky not to finish the 
victors.

R e s u lt : S trath allan , 5 pts. ; Edinburgh 
’V a rs ity  M edicals, 5 pts.

Strathallan v. Perthshire, played at F o rg a n 
denny on Satu rd ay , N ovem ber 5th.

P erthsh ire  fielded thirteen men, but never
theless their s ix  fo rw ard s all but held the 
School p ack  in the set scrum s. T h is  w as 
particu larly  noticeable in the closing stages 
o f the gam e. On the other hand, their 
outsides w ere poor, and the School, p laying 
w ith plenty o f fire, soon took the play into 
the v is ito rs ’ “  tw en ty-five .”  H ere were 
w itnessed som e fine p assin g  m ovem ents 
am ong the School threes. R o y  sent in 
C ooper fo r a  try  which R itchie im proved on 
w ith  a  gran d  k ick  from  fa r  out. R o u sin g
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play by the forw ard s kept the v isito rs on the 
defensive, and but a  few  m inutes had 
elapsed when R o y , dashing; up cleverly, 
picked up from  a knock on and ran over 
under the posts, easily  outdistancing his 
opponents. R itchie aga in  converted. 
Shortly  a fterw ard s B reckenrid ge showed up 
the v is ito rs ’ w eak  defence by running 
through the whole side to score a try  fo r 
Ritchie again  to convert.

In the second half, S trath , kept up a con-, 
tinuous pressure, and only allow ed the 
v isitors out o f their own h a lf on one occasion, 
and then a penalty k ick  fo r offside enabled 
them to open their account. T h e  School 
returned to ham m er aw ay  and ultim ately 
R obertson crossed  near the flag  from  a  line- 
out, fo r an unconverted try.

R esu lt : Strathallan , 18  p t s . ; Perthsh ire, 
3 Pts.

Strathallan v. Glasgow Academy, played at 
Forgan d en n y on Satu rd ay , N ovem ber 
12th .

Strath , w ere handicapped by the absence 
o f R o y  with a knee in jury, H arrin gton  tak in g  
his place. W ith  the pitch in a m uddy con
dition and a sligh t drizzle fa llin g , the School 
elected to keep the gam e am ong the 
forw ards, w here it seem ed they m igh t have 
some ad van tage. A t first the visito rs 
pressed, their backs handling w ell, and m ade 
ground w ith judicious punts ahead and fast 
follow ing up, and in the opening stages 
appeared the better side. W hen the School 
forw ards w ere w arm ed up, how ever, they 
began to assert pressure in turn. T h e out
sides played on to the touch line, M arr and 
M acm ath being m ost reliable in thus sa v in g  
their forw ards for the hard spoiling gam e 
adopted, which seem ed to throw  the v isitin g  
backs out o f gear. I f  allow ed any scope, 
how ever, they w ere a lw ays dangerous. H alf- 
time cam e w ith the forw ard s still figh ting  
for the upper hand.

The forw ard  tussle w a s  resum ed in the 
second h alf, but with Strath , in the 
ascendant, fo r they established them selves in 
the visitin g  h alf and w ere frequently p ressin g 
on the line itself, w here, how ever, the 
Academ y defence w a s  exceptionally  safe. 
H arrington  m ade a good burst on the right, 
but, gen erally  speaking, the backs had little 
to do, the ball rem aining w ith  the forw ards. 
B y  adopting the Strath , gam e, the Academ y

fough t a  losin g  g a m e ; and had they been 
able to g e t  the ball out to the threes, the tide 
o f battle m ust h ave veered round, fo r despite 
the m uddy ball, the backs handled beautifu lly 
and w ere va stly  superior to the hom e out
sides. A s  it w as, the School pack , w ith the 
tw o M cK en zies, R obertson  and M cK enna 
outstanding, never g a v e  them a  chance to 
develop an attack . In the last seconds o f the 
gam e, M cLach lan  m ade a  long k ick  ahead, 
and the A cadem y full back, w ith H arrington  
and M cLach lan  bearin g down on him, made 
his first m istake o f the gam e, fum bled the 
ball, and allow ed H arrin gton  to touch the ball 
down fo r an unconverted try . I t  w as not a 
pretty gam e to w atch, but rather a  trium ph 
o f tactics and for a  m agnificent set of 
forw ards.

R esu lt : S trathallan , 3 pts. ; G lasgow
A cadem y, nil.

Strathallan v. G. Sm ith’s Dundee X V ,
played at Forgan d en n y on W ednesday,
N ovem ber 16th.

T h e  v isito rs pressed stron gly  at the start, 
but M arr brought relief w ith fine kicking. 
It  w as not long, how ever, before the Dundee 
visito rs  took the lead, a c lever cross kick 
enabling their w in g  m an to score. A fter 
this reverse the School fell to pieces and 
g a v e  their w o rst d isp lay o f the term . 
B eaten  in the scrum  despite hard w ork, 
they were p articu larly  a t fau lt in defence, 
the tack lin g  of the b acks, as much as their 
positioning leav in g  much to be desired. It 
w as no surprise, therefore, when the v isito rs 
went further ahead with a converted try 
from  a  forw ard  rush. T h e School rallied 
fo r a  m om ent, M a rr ’s k ick in g  ca llin g  for 
especial m en tio n ; but the sw ift m oving 
backs, w ith G. Sm ith  pre-em inent, soon 
to6k play to the other end, and a break  
through in the centre led to an unconverted 
try .

F rom  the restart, a good forw ard  rush 
took play into the v is ito rs ’ “  tw en ty-five ,”  
but poor ta ck lin g  nullified the fo rw a rd s ’ 
efforts, and when Dundee took up the 
attack , their stand-off h alf dropped a fine 
go a l from  the “  tw en ty-five .”  A lm ost im 
m ediately a fter a fine run down the w in g 
put them still further ahead, and Strath , 
w ere lu cky that their line w a s  not crossed 
m ore than once aga in . M acm ath played a 
brilliant gam e at full back, and tim e after
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time he saved the line by m agnificent 
tack lin g  or a good pick up and kick. 
A m ong the forw ard s the tw o M cKenzlies 
and Robertson  w ere best.

R e s u lt : S trath allan , n i l ; Dundee X V ,
i 8 pts.

Strathallan v. Edinburgh Institution, played 
at Fo rgan d en n y on Satu rd ay , N ovem ber 
19th.

A  notable absentee from  the forw ard s w as
I. M cK enzie, W . W a tt  actin g  as substitute ; 
while Strath , made an experim ent in the 
three line, T a y lo r com ing into the centre 
and M cLach lan  m ovin g on to; the w ing. 
The change w as h ardly an unqualified 
success, for while T a y lo r showed prom ise 
before he w as injured, M cLach lan  failed  to 
m ark  his opponent satisfactorily , and this 
w as certain ly responsible fo r one o f the 
v is ito rs ’ tries. T h e Institution proved a 
lively lot forw ard , and speedy behind the 
scrum . P la y  w as o f a very  g ive  and take 
character in mid-field. K . G. M cK enzie 
w as prom inent with tw o “  m arks ”  which 
brought relief when the v isito rs pressed. 
P la y  veered to the other end, w here Strath , 
g a in in g  possession from  a scrum  in front of 
the posts w ent ahead w ith a clever drop 
go a l by  M arr. T h e School threes w ere not 
m oving sm oothly, fau lty  handling spoiling 
m ovem ent a fter m ovem ent. Ju s t  before 
half-tim e M cLach lan  gathered  the ball in his 
own “  tw enty-five ”  and w as through his 
opponents and g o in g  hard for the line. U n 
fortunately he w a s  overhauled and hurled 
into touch near the flag.

The first incident a fter the resum ption 
w a s  a good run by B recken rid ge, but he 
w as brought down by the full back , and no 
one w as up to support him. Then cam e a 
m agnificent penalty go a l by R itch ie  from  
the “  tw en ty-five .”  T h ereafter, how ever, 
the v isito rs took control o f the gam e, their 
forw ards repeatedly g a in in g  possession 
from  scrum s and l'ine-outs to1 g ive  their 
backs am ple opportunities to m ake ground 
by clever handling. U ltim ately bad 
tack lin g  enabled the stand-off h alf to g o  
through, M acm ath g e ttin g  across too late 
to save  the score. T h e k ick  failed. 
Spurred  on by this success, the v isito rs 
pressed continuously, M acm ath and M arr 
bein g prom inent w ith defensive touch k ick 
ing. A n exceptionally lon g k ick  by

M acm ath three m inutes from  the end w as 
cleverly  fielded by the left w in g  high over 
his head. H e w a s  unm arked and ran 
stron gly  along the touch for a second un
converted try. In  the rem aining minutes 
the v isito rs strove  hard to snatch the 
v ictory , and when “  no side ”  w as called 
one felt S trath , w ere lucky w inners.

R esu lt : S trath allan , 7 pts. ; Edinburgh 
Institution , 6 pts.

Strathallan v. Old Strathallians, played at 
Forgan d en n y on Satu rd ay , Decem ber 
3rd.

A  stron g F .P .  side seemed to d w arf the 
School and from  the start exerted pressure. 
Dunn quickly cau gh t the eye with a clever 
run, but the School cam e back  gam ely , and 
B recken rid ge ruined a likely scoring chance 
by h esitating  with only G. R eid  to beat. 
P la y  w as o f an end to  end nature, and after 
Dunn had m issed with a penalty k ick , F re w  
essayed  a drop at go a l when he had drawn 
the whole o f the Strath , defence and had 
three men outside him. R ath er aga in st the 
run of the play the Old B o ys  opened the 
scoring with a rath er scram bling try  by R . 
F ra se r , which Dunn failed to convert. 
B recken rid ge aga in  made a glorious run 
down the touchline, but held on too: long 
when a try  seem ed certain . A  fine p assing  
m ovem ent by the v isitin g  backs threatened 
danger, but M cLach lan , who w as p laying 
w ell at full back , saved  cleverly. T h e Old 
B o ys  continued to press, but K . G. 
M cK enzie and M ack ay  led the forw ards in 
a grou n d -gain in g  rush, and when the F . P . ’s 
returned to the attack  Dobson and 
H arrin gto n  relieved with good touch kicks. 
It  w as aga in  aga in st the run o f the p lay, 
how ever, when B reckenridge intercepted a 
pass, and running from  his own “  tw enty- 
fiv e ,”  ju st scram bled over a fter being hand- 
tripped near the line. R itchie failed with 
the k ick. The Old B o ys soon went ahead 
ag a in , for W . Buchanan m ade good 
p ro gress on the righ t, and, held on the line, 
passed  back  for G. R eid , w ho had followed 
up w ell, to score near the flag . F re w  failed 
w ith the kick.

T h e School opened the second half 
stron gly , and quickly go t on term s. Dunn 
m issed his p ass, and, like ligh tn ing , R o y  
had nipped in to gath er the ball on the



S T R A T H A L L A N  S C H O O L  M A G A Z I N E 1 41

“  tw enty-five ”  and race over at the corner, 
R itchie failin g  with a difficult k ick. There 
followed an anxious five m inutes during 
which the F . P . ’ s, with w onderfully clean 
p assin g  m ovem ents kept the play in the 
School “  tw enty-five ”  and fu lly  tested the 
defence. A t length B recken rid ge made 
another spectacular burst which carried 
p lay to the other end, and from  this point 
the School gained the upper hand. The 
heavier F .P .  forw ards strove  va in ly  to rush 
m atters, but the School pack  w ere like 
terriers, and their ta ck lin g  relentless. I. 
M cKenzie played the gam e o f his life and 
w as perhaps the best forw ard  on the field. 
Dobson, H arrington  and B reckenrid ge w ere 
a lw ays putting their side on the attack. 
M oreover the forw ards w ere by this tim e 
more than holding their own in the set 
scrum s, and play continued to  run in favou r 
of the School, but no further score resulted.

R e s u lt : S trath allan , 6 pts. ; Old
Strathallians, 6 pts.

Strathallan v. Hillhead High School, at
Forgan d en n y on Decem ber 10th.

Abandoned ow in g to frost.

Strathallan v. Oxford and Cambridge
“  Brutes ” , played at F o rgan d en n y on
M onday, D ecem ber 12th .

Cooper w as on the w in g  for R o y . E a rly  
play favoured the v isito rs, w hose h eavy fo r
w ards carried m ost o f the early  scrum s, and 
for a time the School w ere kept in their own 
h alf, in part due to the poor touch k ick in g  
of the backs. A t the sam e tim e, the School 
threes w ere m ore im pressive as a line than 
their opponents, w here M r. A tk in  alone w as 
prom inent. The continued pressure had its 
rew ard when from  a five yard  scrum  the 
v isitin g  eight took the ball over the line for 
a back row  forw ard  to touch down near the 
flag. The try w as converted with a splen
did kick. Strath , rallied and quickly go t 
on term s, a fine run by M acm ath through 
the centre enabling R itchie to go al a good 
try , though he had earlier m issed a penalty 
in an easy  position. M idfield p lay follow ed, 
with the home forw ard s slow ly assertin g  
them selves, but no further scoring took 
place.

On the recom m encem ent the home threes 
made ground, but their touch k ick in g  w as

still at fa u lt ; while the v isitin g  forw ards 
w ere prom inent with fast rushes. A  good 
three m ovem ent sa w  the ball g o  out to 
B recken rid ge w ho, tackled  near the corner, 
p assed  inside to M cK en n a who dropped 
over about three yard s from  the flag .
R itch ie  added full points w ith a splendid 
k ick. The v isito rs rallied, and finding a
g a p  in the centre, the threes w ere through. 
A  p ass on the “  tw enty-five ”  to the left 
w in g  saw  him race round a spread-eagled 
b ack  division to score under the posts, but 
the k ick  ju st m issed. T h e School threes 
replied, H arrin gton  b reak in g  through 
cleverly  a lon g  the righ t, and this time
R itch ie  w as up to receive the p ass and
score near the flag . A g a in  he w as success
ful with the k ick. T h e rem ain ing m inutes 
saw  desperate forw ard  rushes by the 
v isito rs , w ho, how ever, rallied too late to 
pierce the S ch o o l’s defence.

R e s u lt : S trath allan , 15  pts. ; “  T h e
B ru te s ,”  8 pts.

*  *  *

The Second X V  h ave won but tw o o f 
their six  m atches and draw n one, the point
less d raw  a g a in st G lasgo w  H igh  School 
2nd being their outstanding perform ance. 
T h ey  failed  to find the righ t team  spirit in 
the early  gam es and the opening gam e, 
aga in st Aberdeen G ram m ar School, saw  
them beaten 17-n il. A g a in st Gordons they 
played better, and undoubtedly w ere a 
better side than their much b ig ger 
opponents, but lost by six  points to nine. 
Then cam e their d raw  which w as im proved 
upon in the next gam e, D ollar A cadem y 
2nd being defeated by a  late  rally  b y  9 pts. 
to 5. M o rg a n ’s A cadem y 1s t  X V  pro
vided them w ith their second victory , and 
the 13 -6  w in w a s  w ell earned a g a in st such 
b ig  and clever forw ards. The Second F .P .  
side registered  eleven points a g a in st them , 
but the m argin  w as flattering, fo r the 
School enjoyed a fa ir share o f the p lay, the 
ad van tage  ly in g  with the Old B o y s ’ 
forw ards.

*  *  *

The T h ird  X V  also  failed to find their 
true form  in the early  gam es and all too 
easily  lost heart. T h u s they w ere over
whelm ed by Aberdeen G .S . and outplayed 
by D ollar A cadem y. L a te r they did well 
to d raw  a g a in st M o rg a n ’s A cadem y 2nd 
X V  and to defeat G ordon ’ s 3rd team .
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S c o u t

A T  the beginning- o f the term  the 73rd  
Perthsh ire found some m easure o f diffi

culty in settling down under the stran ge  w a ys  
o f a  new Scoutm aster, so that fo r  a  tim e it 
appeared that the strength  o f the Troop 
m ight suffer. T h e keener m em bers o f the 
T roop , how ever, led the w a y  in pointing out 
previous m ethods, and a fter certain ad ju st
m ents, the Troop  has been able to accom plish 
a fa ir  m easure o f solid w ork.

On Satu rd ay , Dec. 3rd , the T roop  w a s in
spected by C apt. M cIntyre , o f Ed inburgh
H .Q ., introduced to us by the A ssistan t 
D istrict Com m issioner, C. Cam pbell Penny, 
o f G len farg , H e inspected the T roop, draw n 
up in patrol form ation, encouraging those 
w ho are still on the w a y  to their first-class 
badge. A fte r a  yarn  designed to show  the 
brotherhood o f Scouts, he w atched the Troop 
at w o rk , and le ft us w ith w ord s o f favour. It  
w as on Decem ber 3rd that the T roop  strove 
to d ig  a trench fo r the electric ligh t cable to 
the H ut. W e  are very  g ra te fu l fo r this very  
helpful addition to the Troop  H .Q . It  w as 
a  m ost unfortunate chance that led, during 
the trench d ig g in g , to the accident o f Scout 
R  G illanders o f the Sea l Patrol.

W e  congratu late 2nd W . I. Gordon, o f the 
H aw k  P atro l, on being aw arded his All- 
Round Cords.

There have necessarily  been m any p rom o
tions during the term . W e  congratu late H. 
A llen (P .L .) , W . I. Gordon (2nd) o f the 
H aw k s, W . M. E d w ard  (P .L .)  o f the Sea ls ,
J  M. W ilso n  (P .L .)  o f the S w ifts , A . Dow 
(2nd) o f the O w ls, J .  W . Drum m ond (P .L .) , 
W . Sm ith (2nd) o f the O tters, J .  Paterson 
(P .L .)  and L . P au l (2nd) o f the L io n s, on 
their prom otion. There h ave been eight re
cru its invested as Scouts this te r m :— C. M. 
S cro g g ie  (E ag le), W . W . A nderson, H . A. 
Hood (H aw k), J .  Cooper, J .  M ilne (Seal), O.

Notes
T . B row n , W . T a y lo r (Rattlesnake), and 
D. M olinson (Otter).

P atro l C orners w ere inspected on D ecem 
ber 16 th  by M essrs. W ard  and Norton. 
A fte r  serious deliberation, the Cup fo r the 
C orner w a s  aw arded to the H aw k s, the 
W o lves being placed second, and the R a ttle 
snakes third. The Cup for the best individual 
exhibit w a s  aw arded to J .  W . Drum m ond, 
P .L . o f the O tters.

T h e final p lacing o f the patro ls fo r the 
T ro p h y w a s  :—

I. W o lves.
2. H aw k s.

3- R attlesn ak es.

4- E a g le s  and O tters.
6. Sea ls.

7- O w ls.
8. S w ifts .

9- Lions.

The L ions h ave suffered very  considerab 'y 
throughout the term  from  illness.

S W IM M IN G  N O T E S

A s usual, the pond proved to be very- 
popular, but ow in g to colds and other 
threats o f infection, it w as closed for a great 
part o f the term .

T h is  w as particu larly  regrettab le  since it 
ruled out all polo. It w as hoped that as 
there is much unexploited talent am ong the 
juniors, that a  serviceable team  m ight have 
been built up, but so fa r  such hopes have 
n ecessarily  rem ained unfulfilled.

The Sw im m in g B ad ges w ere com peted for 
as usual, and fou r boys, R . Auld, X, 
Johnston , D. W a tt, and G. Sharp  w ere 
successfu l in w in n ing them.

I. K . L .
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“  O . S . ”

MO S T  Old S trathallian s are rugby en
thusiasts and I think the letter quoted 

below should prove o f m ore than p assin g  
interest. D uring one of the school gam es, 
a case arose of a breach of rules occurring 
over the try line and the referee held that 
a p layer could do anyth ing he liked once he 
had crossed this line. In  the sam e m atch 
our opponents w ere aw arded a penalty near 
the touch line. T h e ground w a s  very  w et 
and the ball in p lay w as very  heavy. In 
order to save  time a second ball had been 
used once and w as in a much ligh ter con
dition and the k icker g o t possession of this 
ball and used it for the penalty k ick, which, 
had it succeeded, would have altered the 
result of the m atch. A n argum ent ensued 
and it w as agreed to refer both m atters to 
M r. Jord an , the “  D aily  M ail ”  rugby 
critic. H e him self w as not quite sure on 
the points raised  and referred  the m atter 
to A dm iral R o yd s, w ho w as one o f the com 
mittee which revised  the R u g b y  Union 
rules. B elow  is the A d m ira l’s ru lin g  :—

Il/ l2/32.
Dear Jordan,

R e your enquiries—

1 (a). “  Can a  player commit an infringement, 
e .g ., knock on, in his opponent in g o a l? ”

There are m any mistaken ideas about the in-goal 
space. There seems a mistaken idea that directly 
the ball or a player crosses the goal line, there 
is a total relaxation of all law s, and that the 
penalties for the infringement o f the law s do not 
hold good— which is, of course, absurd.

The definition for knock-on is “  after striking 
the hand or arm  of a player, travels in the 
direction o f the opponents’ deadball line ”  ; so it 
is a knock-on by either team in either in-goal 
if the ball from the hand or arm  of a player 
travels in the direction of the opponents’ dead
ball line. Penalty against a defending team—
5 yards scrum, unless intentional, then p en alty ; 
penalty against attacking team— drop out 25 
yards.

L aw  19, charging obstruction, and L a w  34, 
foul play or misconduct, are not limited to the 
field o f play, so they apply to in-goal also and a 
penalty k ick can be given against a defending 
player or, in the case of attacking player, drop

Notes
out 25 yards. Here, of course, if a  referee was 
of the opinion that a try  would undoubtedly have 
been scored but for this foul play or obstruction, 
he would award a  penalty try. “  Throwing 
forward ”  is governed in the same w ay as 
“  knocking on .”

You can be penalised for being offside in your 
opponents’ in-goal (penalty— drop out 25 yards) 
but not in your own, except where you are in 
front of the ball where a free kick is being taken, 
when the penalty is 5 yards scrum.

Granted there are certain things one can do in 
goal which are not permissible in the field of 
play.

(b) While in goal you can throw or knock into 
touch in goal, provided the ball is no.t knocked 
on or thrown forward.

2. You cannot* be tackled in in-goal, but ’ the 
ball can be “  held in-goal ”  instead— not “  held 
up ”  which it is often erroneously called.

3. I f the ball in a scrim m age is pushed over 
the goal line either team m ay handle the ball.

4. “  I f two balls are in use during a  game 
and a penalty or free kick is given, can the k ick
ing team use either of the balls, or must they 
use the ball that was in play at the time of the 
incident?”

The object of having two balls in use is to 
save time when one ball is kicked some distance 
aw ay. Changing the ball for a  free or penalty 
kick would entail a w astage of time which is not 
permitted, and the k ick  should be taken with the 
ball that was in play at the time of the incident.
The ball can be changed when the one in play
is not forthcoming, or when the gam e is being 
restarted after any incident, provided no wastage 
of time is caused.

5. “  Can a player snatch the ball from the
hands of an opponent?”

Y es, provided the player originally holding the 
ball is not also held by one or more players.
The definition of a tackle is “  where the player 
(not the ball) is held by one or more opponents 
so that, while he is so held, there is a moment 
when he cannot pass or play the ball. This 
refers to the player— not the ball, so the ball can 
be snatched from the hands of an opponent as 
the player is not held but, if  one player has hold 
o f the man with the ball and another player tears 
the ball out o f the latter p layer’s hands, then the 
player with the ball is held so that he cannot 
pass or play the ball and tearing the ball out of 
his hands would enltail a penalty kick for not 
allowing the man with the ball to release it so 
that it falls to the ground between him self and 
his opponents’ goal line.

Y ours sincerely],

(Signed) P E R C Y  R O Y D S .
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W e  had a very  in teresting letter and en
closure from  M r. W illie  Thom son, of 
Colom bo, g iv in g  us an account of the A ll- 
India R u g b y  Tournam ent, held at M adras, 
w here the Ceylon team  beat the C alcutta 
team  in the final, by  13  points to 1 1 .  In 
this tournam ent tw o or three S trath allian s 
took part and we h ave a photograph by us 
o f M r. D an. Sm ith , w ho skippered the 
C alcutta  team . T h e new spaper report w as 
very  enthusiastic about D a n ’s captaincy 
and prow ess as a go a l k icker. T h ose  who 
knew  him at school w ill h ave m any 
m em ories of brilliant g o a ls  kicked from  all 
sorts o f difficult positions.

W e  thank an unknown reader for sending 
us a new spaper contain ing interesting in
form ation w ith regard  to the activ ities of 
an Old S trath allian , M r. J .  H . F o rre st, who 
is with the B ell Telephone C om pany, of 
M ontreal. He has been ta k in g  part in e x 
perim ental w o rk , usiing the short w ave 
M arconi directional system , which is now 
in daily use connecting the B ritish  and 
C anadian  telephone system s. He had a 
thirty-m inute chat with his father in S co t
land and w e hope that he w a s  not called 
upon to foot the bill— calculated in ^ s  
per minute !

M r. A lfred  R eid  o f the O rkney Islands, 
paid us a v isit during the term  and g a v e  us 
a g rea t deal o f in teresting inform ation about 
his life in ch arge o f one o f the outposts of 
the H udson B a y  Com pany. E vid en tly  a  
g rea t deal o f skill and w ill pow er is required 
to negotiate successfu lly  w ith the E sk im o s. 
W e  are hoping to persuade him to provide 
an article  fo r the m agazine on this su b je c t; 
otherw ise, w e m ight be tem pted to re-tell 
one or tw o o f the ve ry  good stories which he 
related. A t the present m om ent, he is at 
B raebu ster, K irk w a ll, m an ag in g  the fam ily 
farm .

W e  had lost trace o f M r. J .  S . C ru ickshank 
(“  T ig e r  ” ) until, a  short tim e ag o , he had 
a chance m eeting with M r. M orris, the old 
h istory m aster, whom  he never knew  at 
school. T h ey  m et at the house o f a common 
friend som ew here in W a les , and eventually 
“  S trath  ”  w a s  mentioned —  then the real 
conversation began, with M r. M orris in the 
role o f raconteur.

Bpth M r. M orris and M r. C raw ford  paid 
v isits  at school during the last term and we 
are happy to say  that they seem to be flourish
ing. T h e form er is in the N orth of Ireland, 
and the latter on the borders o f W ales.

W e  h ave new s o f an inform al gath erin g  of 
Old Strathallian s which took place in 
London a  w eek  o r so ago  at the hom e o f 
M r. C . L . R ich , in K ensington . “  Old 
tim es ”  w ere gone over aga in  and thoroughly 
enjoyed.

M r. W . W ills , o f M ontgom ery T errace, 
A yr, has been invited by the Germ an R u g b y  
authorities to try and arran ge  a tour about 
E a ste r  time, em bracing clubs in the Leipsig  
d istrict. H e w ill be pleased to hear from  
any Strathallian  interested. T h e return fare  
from  London is roughly £ 1 1 .

O ur congratulations to M r. A. C. 
M acE w en  w ho has grad uated  as a doctor at 
Ed inburgh  U niversity.

W ill Old S trathallian s w ho desire to take 
part in the contests w ith the School on Com 
m em oration D ay  kindly send their nam es to 
M r. N . G. Reid (Lochside, B earsden)? The 
com m ittee hope to m eet and pick the various 
team s in tim e fo r insertion in the next m ag a
zine published in M ay. It  is only in this w ay 
that really  representative sides can be 
selected.

W e  hear that M r. W illie  F re w  is to repre
sent his firm (M essrs. Ja s . F in lay  & Co.) in 
cottons in the M idlands o f England . There 
are several O .S ’ s. in this district, including 
M r. W . M acm illan, who is with the R iley  
M otors, in C oventry. There m ay be one or 
tw o chance m eetings on ru g g e r  fields.

Old Strathallians should note that the Club 
accounts have now been handed over to the 
new Secretary (S . Brand, Esq ., C .A ., 
Woodlee, Bridge of Allan) and that all 
further subscriptions should be remitted 
direct to him. W e hope in the next issue 
to print a short “  life ”  of Mr. Brand for 
the benefit of those O .S . who did not know 
him at School.


