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A S we review  th e  Sum m er term , w ith  
its  cricket, tennis, swimming, golf and 

outdoor activ ities generally , blessed w ith  
tine (for the  m ost p a r t) ,  if not alw ays 
w arm , w eather, it seems difficult to realise 
th a t as we w rite  the  w ar clouds ga th er, and 
th a t before th is is read, in a ll p robability  
m any of its readers will lie on active 
service w ith the Forces. Let us, tem ­
porarily  a t least, keep to  the  p leasan t past, 
and hope th a t  the unpleasant fu tu re  never 
comes.

C ertain ly  th e re  a re  unpleasantnesses in 
the p ast term  : the w eather of Sports Day, 
fo r exam ple, is best forgotten . B u t here  a t 
least th ere  w ere com pensations in the form  
of keen com petition. W e congra tu la te
H. Thomson and F. W aterston  upon th e ir  
personal friend ly  riv a lry  w hich resu lted  in 
the low ering of th ree  School records in the  
th ree  sprin ts, and upon th e ir  successes as 
Victor Ludorum  and runner-up. No less do 
we congra tu la te  W aterston  in leading his 
House, Ruthven, to v ictory in the  
Cham pionship, w resting  th a t  honour from  
Nicol, who have held it fo r six years. The 
la tte r  may complain th a t  th e  absence of 
M. Binnie, th e ir  captain , and th e  in ju red  
M ortim er seriously handicapped them , but 
they should rem em ber th a t  the in ju ry  to 
W aterston  and Shanks a t least contributed  
to R uthven’s fa ilu re  to  w rest th e  honour 
from  them  last year. F rom  the actual 
running point of view, it  w as a g rea t day, 
the keenness of the  com petition fo r the 
Ju n io r Cham pionship between Edmonds, 
Gregory and Scott foreshadow ing good 
things fo r the fu tu re  of S tra th , sport.

Indeed, on Com m em oration Day. the 
School proved th a t  the P resen t is a t  least

as good as the P a s t : indeed, when we heard  
someone w hisper th a t the  w inning of the 
annual rugby m atch should also be taken  
into account, we began to th ink  very 
seriously. F ine w ea ther once m ore blessed 
th is  occasion of reunion, and the competi­
tion w as keen throughout, one side now well 
ahead  and then the Old Boys pulling level. 
T here  is no doubt some tru th  in the  
accusation th a t  bad tac tics lost the  School 
the cricket m atch  and w ith it the  chance of 
w inning the C up: in a gam e lim ited  to  so 
m any overs it is runs th a t m atter, not the  
p reservation  of w ickets, and the h itte rs  of 
the team  m ight well have been sent in 
ea rlie r  on. T he gam e w as so close a th ing  
th a t a  few  runs would have m ade all the 
difference. As it was, every th ing  rested  on 
the  resu lt of the w a te r polo game, and an 
inexperienced side, fu r th e r  handicapped by 
in ju ry , fa iled  to hold the F .P .’s, who thus 
shared  the  aggregate  points and reta ined  
th e  Cup fo r yet ano ther year.

This, indeed, brings us to a  singularly  
depressing spot in the  te rm ’s review  — the 
cricket, and p a rticu la rly  the F ir s t  Eleven 
cricket. I t  w as the  m iddle of .Tune before 
th e  School side reg istered  a  victory, and 
though the  sum m ary  of re su lts  shows th a t 
the side won one more m atch  th an  the 
previous season’s side, yet we have no 
record of a 1st XI finishing the  season w ith  
an adverse balance of runs per wicket, in 
School m atches a t least. I t  is difficult to 
say ju s t  w here the  fa u lt lay. Some blame 
m ay ju s tly  be a ttr ib u ted  to the  youth and 
inexperience of the  side as a  whole, tac tics  
being negligible, and resoluteness lacking 
when th ings w ere not going well. The 
batsm en generally  w ere f a r  too easily
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in tim idated, as w itness the M elville 
College game and the bowling of Leslie, and 
the collapse a t D ollar. Bowling w as 
considerably w eaker th an  usual, even 
W ilson’s analysis being 4.6 w orse th a n  la s t 
season. How much the figures m ight have 
been im proved had the fielding alw ays been 
of the sam e high s tan d ard  as it reached on 
occasion is difficult to  sa y ; but we have no 
record of School sides recording scores of 
two hundred and more again st us, and 
those- defeats will tak e  some avenging. 
The Second Eleven proved a m uch m ore 
effective com bination, and though they  too 
lost games tow ards the end of th e ir  fix ture  
list, th is  w as in p a r t a ttrib u tab le  to the 
fa c t th a t  several of its s ta lw a rts  had  won 
prom otion into the senior side. Since 
several of its  m em bers a re  still young, 
prospects fo r the  fu tu re  are, on the whole, 
bright.

One of the  fea tu re s  of sport generally  
th is  y ear has been the  prom ise shown by 
the younger elem ent. V. Lowden, still a 
jun ior, won both F ives ( 'ham pionships last 
term . R. W. G regory th rea ten ed  to do the 
sam e th ing  w ith the Tennis ( ’ham pionships, 
finally tak ing  the Senior event. In  the  
course of the  Cham pionships, indeed, by 
fa r  the best tennis cam e from  juniors. 
Lowden, Scott and  F ram e being notable 
exponents. W ith  Lowden and G regory 
form ing a  tr iu m p h an t F ives and Tennis 
pa rtn e rsh ip  on Com m em oration Day. and 
Gregory and Scott m aking a good showing 
on Sports D ay and w ith the Second F ifteen  
la s t season, the  coming season prom ises to 
be one of youth. O ur congratu lations to 
G regory and Scott as Tennis Champions, 
and to  ,T. Sm ith and .T. D aw son as Senior 
and Ju n io r Swimming Cham pions respec­
tively.

The term  closed a few  days early  fo r 
about fifty boys who w ere going abroad 
during the early  weeks of the vacation. 
Mr. Shaw  again  took a p a rty  to  F ran ce  and 
Belgium, the  proposed inclusion of the 
R hineland being abandoned a t  a la te  stage. 
An innovation w as the holding of the Scout 
Camp in D enm ark, w here some tw enty  boys 
seem to  have had  a w onderful tim e and 
enjoyed most m arvellous hospitality . This 
tr ip  w as m ade possible th rough  the  
activ ities of Mi-. W enham  w ith  the co­
operation of M r. Lewis, who cannot speak

too highly  of the organisation of th e ir  
D anish friends. I t  is hoped to include 
some account of both these tr ip s  in th is  
issue.

T he term  has seen the custom ary exodus 
of m any of the  seniors, and it is impossible 
to  m ention all by nam e to th an k  them  fo r 
services rendered. W e m ust content our­
selves w ith  a collective “ T hank you.” At 
the  sam e tim e, we congratu late  D. Hood, 
whose services upon the sports field, in the 
social activ ities, and by his general 
influence fo r good well m erited  the aw ard 
to him  a t  the  end of th e  year of the  Houston 
M edal.

The follow ing prom otions w ere m ade at 
the end of the term  :

School C a p ta in : W. H unter.

V ice-Captain and  C aptain  of F reeland
H ouse: .1. Sm ith.

C ap ta in  of R ugby: V. Lowden.

C ap ta in  of Iiu thven  H ouse: D. Stevens.

C aptain  of Simpson H ouse: J . Mollison.

C aptain  of Nicol H ouse: V. Lowden.

School P re fe c t : A. F rase r.

House P re fe c ts : ( ’. M. Thomson, F.
Edm onds, T. I'h ilp , K. Jack .

Sub P re fe c ts : <!. S. W ilson, J . W.
Fulton , J . S tark , R. ( ’. M iller, W. M.
Saiulem an, It. S. McColl, J. M.
Scott, D. 1 >. Robinson.

THE ANNUAL MEETING AND 
DINNER W HICH WAS TO 
HAVE BEEN HELD THIS YEAR 
IN THE STATION HOTEL, 
PERTH, ON THE 16th DECEMBER 
HAS BEEN CANCELLED 
OW ING TO THE PRESENT 
INTERNATIONAL SITUATION.
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C om m em oration  Day

ONCE m ore Com m em oration D ay w as 
blessed w ith  sunny, w arm  w eather, 

and th ere  w as a good a ttendance  of Old 
Boys to w atch  and com pete in the events 
against the School. Some th ir ty  of these 
w ere p resen t in tim e fo r the Chapel Service 
a t 2.15, a t w hich the lesson w as read  by the 
P resident of the  Club, ^Nlr. K. B arr.

A fter the custom ary delay, w hile the  
F .P .’s searched  fo r th e ir  nom inated com­
petitors, the field events opened w ith  the 
Relay, w hich the  School won fa ir ly  
com fortably. D. Stevens and  F . Edm onds 
ju s t held th e ir  own against G. Leburn  and 
T. M acfarlane, bu t H . Thomson, receiving 
about five yards s ta r t, showed a clean p a ir  
of heels to (J. Sharp, and I>. Hood had  no 
difficulty in  holding his own against 
R. Peacock. School five points up.

Then to  the  serious business of the  day, 
the Cricket, and again the School hopes 
soared as .1. Sm ith and K. Ja c k  began to 
get 011 top of the bowling. W hen they  left, 
the ra te  of scoring slowed down. Mac- 
naughton m ade the m istake of not sending 
in his h itte rs , fo r in a gam e of th is  kind it 
is runs th a t  count. Still, a t  tea  the  School 
had  146 011 the board, and the  gam e in the 
balance. The School, indeed, had  fu r th e r  
cause fo r rejoicing w hen th e  Tennis gave 
them  an unexpectedly good win. School 
ten points up.

A fter tea, w hile the F .P . X I m ade a slow 
s ta r t  against some good bowling, the School 
snatched ano ther som ew hat unexpected 
victory in the Fives. T he F .P . s ta r  pa ir, 
Mac-kie and  I’eden defeated  th e  School first 
pair, 15-9; and the  second p a ir  lost but by 
two points. I t  looked as if  all would 
depend upon points. Then Gregory and 
Lowden successfully checked the pace of 
Mackie and I’eden and am id b rillian t p lay

011 both sides ra n  out w inners, 15-12. At 
th is  tim e B innie and  Hood w ere down to
I. Sm ith and  D. Fulton , and it w as clear 
th a t  if  they lost th e ir  m atch  the  F .P .’s 
would w in 011 points. The School p a ir  
staged  a g ran d  ra lly  and  won 011 the post, 
17-15.

B ack  011 the  law n, the  F .P .’s w ere 
lighting back well. R equiring  27 to win 
and  w ith  but fo u r overs to go, anyth ing  
m ight have happened. A ctually, G. 
C halm ers and 1. Law son forced the v ictory 
in th e  la s t over, to reduce the School’s 
advan tage to live points.

These quickly d isappeared  w ith  the  tug- 
of-war. The F .P .’s heavily  outw eighted the 
School, who only once looked like m aking 
a fight of it. Only the sw im m ing to  decide 
the issue of th e  Cup now, and the School 
possessing the sam e re lay  team  as la s t 
year. (!. W ilson, D. M acnaughton, 
J . F u lton  and J. Sm ith pu t the  School five 
points up again, a t  the  expense of 
R. Peacock, W. R itchie, R. L inton and 
D. lim es; and  every th ing  th erefo re  
depended upon the  polo m atch. This ran  
an  even course over the firs t half, w ith  the 
School enjoying te rr ito r ia l  advan tage but 
unable to press home the advantage through 
poor shooting. The F .P .’s scored first 
th rough  M acfarlane, a shot w hich Fern ie  
should have saved e a s ily ; but before the  
b reak  J . F u lto n  equalised. E a rly  in th e  
second period th e  la tte r  had  to re tire  w ith 
an  eye in jury , and thencefo rth  the Old 
Boys held the  upper hand, scoring tw ice 
w ithout reply, and thereby  m aking a draw  
of the  contest, w hich enabled them  to 
re ta in  the  Cup fo r a fu r th e r  tw elve months.

O utside M r. R iley’s study  la te r, M r. B a rr  
once m ore accepted th e  Cup on behalf of 
the  Club, but paid  handsom e trib u te  to  the  
School’s h a rd  luck in fa ilin g  to w in it  a f te r  
so sp irited  an  effort.
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Sports Day
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T HE School Sports, held th is  year on 
W ednesday, June  14th, m ust go down 

in h isto ry  as the  w orst, from  th e  point of 
view  of th e  w eather, on record, fo r m ore 
th an  a  sligh t drizzle fell the  g rea te r  p a r t  of 
the time. T h is did not de ter m any p a ren ts  
and friends from  coming up to  the School 
to  w itness a keen c o n te s t; nor the  
individual com petitors from  recording 
e x trao rd in a rily  good perform ances, fo r 
conditions, a p a r t from  the  “ Scotch m ist,” 
favoured  fa s t  times.

In  th is  respect the runn ing  of IT. 
Thomson w as outstanding. He won the  
tw o sp rin ts  and  the  tw o jum ps fo r tw enty  
points, w hich secured him  the  V ictor 
Ludorum  Cup. H e knocked a fifth  of a 
second off the  1(H) y a rd s School record, and 
three-fifths off the  furlong. In both these 
races lie w as close pressed by .T. F . 
W aterston, who knocked the sam e tim e off 
th e  record fo r the quarter-m ile. Second also 
in the  Long Jum p, W aterston  finished the 
day runner-up to  Thomson w ith  14 points.

The struggle between these  two w as 
symbolic of the  struggle  fo r th e  House 
Cham pionship. A fte r holding the 
Cham pionship fo r six years, Xicol w ere 
forced to su rren d er it th is year, but only 
a f te r  a very va lian t effort. As a resu lt of 
the  new system  of points, th e  day s ta rted  
w ith  F ree lan d  in fro n t by six from  Simpson 
(84), R uthven (7(!) and  Nicol (72). B y the 
in te rv a l R uthven had  reduced the  leeway 
by tw o p o in ts ; and  the resu lts  of the 
H urd les a f te r  the  in terval pu t them  th ree  
points ahead, w hile Nicol crep t up from  
bottom  place. As the program m e drew  to a 
close the  contest became keener. B efore the 
Long Jum ping  began F ree lan d  and R uthven 
had  each 114 points, Nicol 103 and Simpson 
101 : F ree land  moved ahead  as a  re su lt of 
th e  jum ps, bu t though R uthven  won a good 
re lay  race to pu t them  fo u r points ahead, 
the fac t th a t  they  w ere not represen ted  in 
the  final of the  Tug-of-w ar gave F ree land  
the  v ictory by 133 points to  127.

The Ju n io r Cham pionship w as equally  
well contested. F . Edm onds w ith  w ins in 
th e  100 yards, the fu rlong  and  the  quarte r- 
mile eventually  won, closely follow ed by 
R. W. Gregory, who claim ed a  firs t in the

half-m ile and seconds in the  quarter-m ile 
and the tw o jum ps, and .T. Scott.

T he prizes w ere d istribu ted  th is  y ear by 
M rs. D avid  Sm ith, of D unearn, Newport, 
m other of th ree  old pupils, one of whom, 
M r. George Sm ith, replied to Mr. R iley’s 
speech of in troduction, and  made several 
sly references to his own experiences a t 
S tra th a lla n  w hich w ere much appreciated  
by the  p resen t pupils.

T he fu ll lis t of prize-w inners and other 
aw ard s m ade on th is  occasion w as :—•
Open Events.

100 yards— 1, H . Thomson ; 2, .1. F . Waterston. 
220 yards-—1, II. Thomson ; 2, J. F. Waterston. 
440 yards— 1, .1. F . Waterston ; 2, I). Hood.
880 yards— 1, D. Ilood ; 2, J. W. Fulton.
Hurdles-—1, P. S tevens; 2, V. It. Chapelle.
High Jump— 1, H. Thomson ; 2, C. Don.
Long Jump— 1, II. Thomson; 2, .1. F. Waterston. 
Throwing the Cricket Ball— 1, W. Sandem an; 

2, K. Grant.
Under t(l Events.

100 yards— 1, F . Edmonds ; 2, .T. Scott.
220 yards— 1, F . Edmonds ; 2, J. Scott.
440 yards— 1, F. Edm onds; 2, R. W. Gregory. 
880 yards— 1, It. W. Gregory; 2, D. Robinson. 
Hurdles— 1, V. Low den; 2, I). Glen.
H igh Jump— 1, .T. S c o tt; 2, It. W. Gregory.
Long Jump— 1, .1. Ihinbar; 2, R. W. Gregory. 

Under 14 Events.
100 yards— 1, I. Petrie; 2, A. I). Turnbull.
220 yards— 1, I. P etr ie : 2, It. Harrington.
High Jump— 1, I. Petrie; 2, E. Duncan.
Long .Tumi)— 1, I. P etr ie ; 2, A. D. Turnbull. 

Under 12 Events.
80 yards— 1, W. Kidd; 2, I . McKay.
High Jump— 1, I. M cK ay; 2, M. McKay.

Other Events.
Three-legged Race— 1, W. Kerr and H . L ow den;

2, T. Lacey and A. .1. S. Anderson.
Obstacle Race— 1, T. B la ir ; 2, N. Rodger.
Tilting the Bucket— 1, ID. Reekie and It. Sharp;

2, V. Lowden and W. Kerr.
House Relay— 1. Ruthven; 2, Nicol.
House Tug-of-War— 1, Freeland; 2, Nicol.
H ouse Championship— Freeland.
Sports Champion— II. Thom son; runner-up, .T.

F. W aterston.
Junior Sports Champion— F. Edmonds.

Other Awards.
Smith Cup— M. Gordon.
Cricket Cup— Simpson.
Football Cup— Freeland.
Senior Dux Medal— W. Gregory.
Silver Medals as runners-up— It. S. McColl and 

T. Philp.
Junior Dux Medal— D. Lennox.
Senior Scout Medal— J. B. Milne.
Junior Scout Medal— .T. 15. Clarke.
Robert Houston Medal— F. It. Hood.
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Scout C a m p  in Denm ark

I N order to  give a  general im pression of 
tin1 Scout trip , the  w rite r  has found it 

necessary rig id ly  to  exclude m any details 
w hich im pressed him  personally , and the  
account of our adven tu res m ay lose some­
th ing  in vividness in consequence.

T he outw ard  voyage provides the  first 
vivid recollection. W e set out on th e  S.S. 
“ A rtu rus ” on the afternoon of W ednesday, 
12th Ju ly , and although a p a r ty  of sixteen 
sa t down to th e  g a rg an tu an  rep ast w hich 
flie F inn ish  boat provided as dinner, only 
th ree  rem ained to  the end—th e  rem ainder 
w ere view ing the glories of the  N orth  Sea. 
Of p ecu liar in te rest w as a g rea t v a rie ty  
of p a sse n g e rs : th ere  w ere F inns, Swedes, 
N orw egians, Danes, English, W elsh, some 
A m erican school m istresses, and  a F a lk irk  
school m aster. About tw elve o’clock on 
T h ursday  (the las t) night, the  F a lk irk  
school m aster and th e  w rite r  w ere 
endeavouring to teach  our E nglish  A.S.M., 
a D ane and fo u r A m ericans the in tricac ies 
of the  E ightsom e K e e l; in re tu rn , the  
A m ericans in structed  us how to do the 
Shag.

N ext m orning we had a splendid view of 
K ronburg C astle  and the coast of Zealand 
before we disem barked a t the F ree  H arbour 
in Copenhagen, w here th e  S.M. of the  
D anish troop, Clan S tu a rt, m et us and 
escorted us to the  Youth H ostel w hich w as 
to  be our home un til the  following 
T hursday .

O ur tim e th e re a f te r  w as occupied in 
sight-seeing. We visited every place w orth  
seeing, not excepting the  Tivoli p leasure 
gardens, w hich appeared  most rom antic, 
and the  Palladium , Copenhagen’s la rg est 
cinema. The num ber of bicycles, the  
beauty of th e  women, the  m usical comedy 
uniform s of fhe D anish  soldiers, the  
w onderful ba th ing  fac ilities  and the 
cleanliness of the city s tru ck  us m ost; 
w hile we, in our tu rn , a ttra c te d  much 
a tten tion  by reason of our k ilts. The 
papers duly recorded the news of our v isit 
and prin ted  photographs of some of us. We 
w ere quite im pressed w ith  our own 
im portance.

P erh ap s th e  m ost in teresting  v isit paid  
d uring  th is sojourn w as to  K ronburg 
C astle a t E lsinore, w here the ghost of 
H am le t’s fa th e r  w alked. Somehow th ere  is 
a fa iry -s to ry  a tm osphere  about D anish 
castles, tow ering above m oats and trees, 
and the  colourful uniform s of flu1 guard  
add to  the illusion. We cannot re fra in  
from  recording, however, the  rem ark  of one 
of the  younger m em bers of th e  party , who 
thought th a t  tin 1 ghost of H am let’s fa th e r  
m ust have had  m ighty sore feet if he had 
had  to  w alk  as f a r  as we had  done.

On the  Sunday before we left the cap ita l 
we h ired  bicycles and  m ade a  tru ly  
im pressive exit, w ith  k ilts  flying, out of the 
city  in to  the  country, w here we spent a 
very  enjoyable day, despite the  fa c t th a t 
“ some fell by the w ayside.”

On T h ursday  we proceeded to our camp 
a t S trandegaarde, an esta te  about two miles 
out of T axeladeplads, a small seaside 
reso rt some fifty  m iles south of Copen­
hagen. H ere  we met the rest of the Clan 
S tu a rt, fo r only fou r of them  had  stayed 
w ith  us a t  Copenhagen. The tw o troops 
w ere m ixed and divided into five patro ls, 
and although but six of the  D anish troop 
spoke English, the  language difficulty did 
not prove unsurm ountable. The th ree  
Scottish p a tro l leaders m anaged to convey 
th e ir  m eaning to  the I )anish  m em bers of the 
p a tro l so successfully indeed th a t the la tte r  
w ere usually  m issing when w ork w as to  be 
done. The w rite r  w as p a rticu la rly  pleased 
w ith  his efforts, fo r they w ere rew arded  by 
his p a tro l w inning th e  Camp P a tro l 
Trophy.

W e w ere blessed w ith  glorious sunny 
w eather except fo r one day, w hen it  rained  
so h a rd  th a t  some of th e  troop slept in one 
of the m any barns, huge tim bered affairs, 
th a t  stood in the  vicinity. W e all bathed 
tw o or th ree  tim es a day, since the  camp 
w as s itu a ted  in a la rge  oak and  beech tree  
wood ju s t  above the shore. We found 
everyone m ost hospitable, and we w ere 
often invited  in by com plete s tran g ers  for 
m e a ls ; indeed, so num erous did the inv ita­
tions become th a t, to avoid giving offence
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by refusal, we divided into sm all parties. 
The whole cam p w as invited to  a fa rm  
boarding-house one n ight by the guests 
there, and we sa t in the  garden drink ing  
chocolate and ea ting  D anish p astry , and 
showed our g ra titu d e  by giving a  sing-song 
a fte rw ard s. S trange as it m ay seem to 
some people, our vocal efforts w ere much 
appreciated .

Mr. W enham , our S.M., joined us in the 
m iddle of the  camp, and a f te r  receiving a 
h ea rty  welcome from  everyone, settled  
down to enjoy him self. On the la s t n ight 
we had a m agnificent cam p sing-song, w ith  
a huge cam p fire, and  fa iry  lan te rn s  all 
over the wood and round the cam]), not to 
mention p lenty  of chocolate to re fresh  us 
a f te r  our efforts, and we sang and did 
sketches well into the night.

“ The m orning a f te r  the  n igh t before ” 
w e moved 011 to Lundby, a  sm all country  
tow n about fourteen  miles aw ay from  
S trandegaarde, and here we stayed  w ith  
E nglish  speaking fam ilies, regard less of the  
fac t th a t m any of them  had 110 connection 
w ith  the Scouts. The hosp ita lity  of the 
Lundby folk w as am azing—we w ere never 
“ in .” The oddest experience the  w rite r  
had  w as m otoring round th e  fields of a 
huge fa rm  in a  fa rm e r’s 1039 Ford . The 
fa rm er said he detested horses, and  w ent 
round his fields as m any as ten tim es a  day 
in his car. One day we visited  th e  500 foot

chalk  cliffs 011 the  island of Moen (the 
M aiden), from  w hich we could th row  
stones and w atch  them  splash five hundred  
feet below. To reach  the  cliffs we crossed 
the  larg est bridge in Europe a t Vording- 
borg, w here an English a ir  liner crashed  a 
fo rtn ig h t la ter.

Some of us a ttended  the  Church on our 
la s t Sunday, fo r the D anish  S.M. w as also 
the m in is te r ; and a t  n igh t we presented a 
silver cup to  th e  Clan S tu a rt as a token of 
our esteem  and appreciation . On M onday 
m orning a t  seven o’clock we le ft Lundby 
and a ll its  kindliness, and w hat a send-off 
we received ! I f  they  had  possessed a b rass 
band, it would have been there.

W e sailed from  Copenhagen on the S.S. 
“ A a la tu r ” th e  sam e afternoon, m eeting 
once m ore our friend , the  F a lk irk  school 
m aster. T here  w as a canvas swimming 
pool on deck w hich we patron ised  on the 
M onday, but, a l a s ! on T uesday it w as too 
rough, and n early  everyone on board lived 
a “ hand-to-m outh ” existence. Owing to 
th e  bad w eather, we w ere tw o hours la te  
reach ing  H ull, th e  H um ber E s tu a ry  being 
concealed in driv ing  ra in . The delay had 
caused us to m iss our connections; but 
though ou r sp irits  w ere by th is  tim e some­
th ing  the  w orse fo r w ear, we had  memories 
of a glorious holiday and unfailing  
kindliness and hosp ita lity  to revive us 
w hen we w ere a t  length on board the home- 
bound tra in . W. R. II.

Sea hash

S
HOULD any of you pay a visit to 

W horl ton-on-1 h e-M arsh— though I p ray  
th a t  none of you have to endure such an 
affliction— you are  su re  to become 
acquainted w ith  “ The Stuffed Sheep’s 
H ead .” I am em phatic about it because 
firstly, it is the only place th a t  one can get 
a drink, alw ays, of course, excepting  the 
village pum p; and secondly, it is the 
favourite  h au n t of the sole sta tion  official, 
and unless you happen to  be hopping the 
tra in , one m ust get a ticket somehow.

I spent only one holiday there , a t 
W horlton I mean, not the  Inn, and then 
because I  could not afford to go anyw here

else. The first day and tin1 second it 
ra in ed ; 011 the  th ird , by w ay of a change, 
it w as foggy, so having run  out of - e r - 
m atches, I slipped on my w aterproof, pu t 
my pipe in my pocket, and w alked up to the  
S.S.II. I t  w as a  cosy little  place, and I
se ttled  down by the  fire, sipping my beer 
and sm oking m editatively. 1 gazed w ith  
g rea t lack  of in te rest a t  the  faded p rin ts  on 
the panelled w all, surveyed w ith  instinctive 
d is tru s t the p laste r cast of an im possibly 
large  trou t, and  listened in a  dream y 
fashion to the hum of conversation around  
me.

1 had aroused little  or no in terest, and all 
the fisherm en w ere ta lk in g  aw ay in th e ir
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rough dialect, d iscussing th is  or th a t catch 
and the p a r tic u la r  cussedness of some 
skippers they  had  known. I w as a fra id  
th a t th is  evening, a p a r t from  the  joys of 
the tire and beer, w as going to  be as boring 
as the others. I w as about to  go w hen one 
of the more elderly  seam en ra ised  his 
expansive looking nose out of a p in t pot, 
wiped his w alrus m oustache w ith  the back 
of his hand  and announced to  the  w orld in 
an aggrieved a ir  t h a t :

“ It w as th a t ’ash th a t  s ta r te d  it all !”

Evidently  the  o thers w ere used to  th is  
ra th e r  orig inal w ay of en tering  the  
conversation. People stopped ta lk ing  and 
drew  n ea re r to w here he w as sitting.

“ S ta rted  w hat, AlfV” they all enquired 
politely.

A lf waved his hand  w ith  a careless 
gesture, peering into his em pty mug.

“ N uth in ’ much, ju s t a bit of a yarn  I  had 
in m ind.”

“ Come on, be a sport, Alf, spin it out,” 
chorused the satellites.

H e gazed round in w istfu l reproach, 
shaking  his head. “ Naw, naw, not w ith  me 
th ro a t all d ry  and  ’usky.”

“ A nother h a lf  p in t help if?" I ventured. 
“ Here, Jake , ano ther h a lf  p in t fo r th is  
gentlem an.”

“ Ah well !” conceded Alf, mollified. 
“ I’ll tell yer the yarn , and mind, i t ’s a tru e  
o n e !”

T here w ere loud expressions of belief in 
the verity  of th is  sta tem ent, and  he 
proceeded.

“ I w as young in those days, six and 
tw enty or thereabouts, and  ready  fo r h a rd  
w ork or p lay  w ith  the  best of ’e m ; not th a t
1 would boast of it how som ever! 1 had
done a good bit of sailing  by then, fo r 
sixteen w as the tim e I first s ta rted . We 
w as sailing  up from  Aden. I t  w as the 
‘ Johnstone ’ w ith  C ap’n Ja rv is , as tine a 
skipper as ever sw ore an oath. A g rea t big 
hulking m an he was. However, i t ’s not him 
I ’m goin’ to tell you about. We w ere 
coming back from  India, and the  'ea t— like

’ell, if you w ill excuse the  language, sir. 
T he sea w as ju s t blue oil every day, and the 
g lare  of th e  sun seemed to burn the  eyes 
out o’ yer head. No one but a dago could 
have w alked over th e  decks barefooted, and 
everybody w as about eaten  alive w ith  the 
insects. They came w ith  the w inds th a t 
blew off th e  desert, together w ith  the sand 
th a t  some days would lie th ick  on the decks. 
Tem pers w ere sh o rt and fights easily 
s ta rte d  in th a t  sort o’ w e a th e r ; but the 
w orst th ing  of the  lot w as the food. H ash, 
no th in’ but hash  every bloomin’ day, made 
of sa lt beef and  h a lf mouldy potatoes. The 
w orst of it all w as we could do nothing. 
The C ap’n, ’e w ouldn’t  be bothered w ith  
such m a tte r s ; besides, Cookie had  got 
round 'is soft side by m aking all ’is 
favourite  dishes. If the  skipper ’ad  a 
fa u lt it w as th a t  ’e thought too much of ’is 
belly. AVe ’eld a m eetin’. Mike O’H allo ran  
w as a ll fo r lay in ’ into him  good and  hard , 
bu t when ’e th inks o’ the  consequences, ’e 
’ad ano ther th ink  coming to him. At last 
we decides to send a depootation to Cookie. 
T hree  of us w ent and asked very i>erlite for 
a bit of a change.”

W ell,’ ses he, ‘ I t ’s easy fo r me to  give 
you 'ash . I ju s t  soak if the day before, and 
it don’t  tak e  too much cookin’ in th is 
w ea ther.’ ”

“ ‘ Yes, bu t we ’ave to ea t it in th is 
w ea th er,’ we rem inds him .”

“ ‘ W hat about m akin’ it w orth  me 
w hile?’ ”

“ W orth  ’is w hile! — the  b linkin’ cheek 
of ’im. We ju s t stood lookin’, flabber­
gasted .”

“ How m uch do yer th ink  yer w hile’s 
worth'? we asked.”

“ ‘ Ten bob,’ ses ’e, and slam s the  galley 
door in our faces.”

“ W hen the o thers heard  about it, they 
nearly  m utin ied ; and the language . . . ”

“ We argues about it, and we fights about 
it, but Cookie won’t  come down a ta n n e r ;  so 
in the end we scrapes the cash together. 
Cookie took it w ithout a th an k  you, and 
w ith  a nasty  so rt of grin. I didn’t like th a t 
g rin .”
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“ 1 Cookie’s up to some d irty  gam e,’ I said 
to  my m ate B ill ’A rris. ’Owever, th e  rest 
seemed to be ’appy enough, and I said 
no th in’ more. Sure enough and I w as right. 
The next day everybody w as lookin’ 
fo rw ard  to  dinner, speakin’ of stew s and 
su c h lik e . D inner w as sent down by the 
galley boy as usual. ’E w as a  b it qu ieter 
th an  usual, not giving so much cheek. W e 
soon knew the  reason. I t  w as hash  again. 
Everyone picked up the  n ea rest heaviest 
th ing  and m ade a ru sh  fo r th e  galley. He 
w as expecting us, fo r th e re  ’e was, standing  
on to]) of th e  companion w ay w ith  a big pot 
of boiling w a te r.”

“ ‘ W h at’s u p ? ’ ’e asks, holdin’ the  pot 
handle  tig h tly .”

“ We told ’im, not too gentle though.”

“ ‘ Yer asked fo r a change,’ he cackled, 
running  ’is g reasy fingers th rough  ’is ’a ir, 
‘ and you’ve got it. T h a t w as hashed  pork  
’stead  of beef. D idn’t  yer like it? ’ ”

“ ‘ Like i t !’ yells Mike, m ak in ’ a rush  fo r 
Ihe companion. ‘ I 'll show yer how 
m u c h ------ .' ”

“ B u t he got no fu rth e r, fo r Cookie slung 
h a lf  the potfu l of w a te r over ’im. B lis te rs! 
you should have seen them . H e couldn’t 
w ear any th ing  tick ly  next his skin fo r a 
week. A fter th a t  we a ll vamoozed into the 
foc’sle to ta lk  about it. Then A rty  ’ad a 
b ra in  wave. ’E w as a clever one’ ’e was, 
and knew it too. ’E  told us h is p lan, and 
we lay  discussing it  fo r h a lf  the  night. 
Some said  it w ouldn’t  work, o thers said 
give it a chance, so we decided to  sleep on 
if.”

“ T he next day A rty  gives the  stew ard  
his instructions. The stew ard  hated  
Cookie, who bossed ’im a b o u t; besides A rty  
’inted a t a licking, rem ark ing  011 the  th ick ­
ness of Mike O’H allo ran ’s belt.”

“ Round about dinner tim e Cookie alw ays 
put the C apn’s food on a tra y  and te lls the  
stew ard  to  take  it down to the saloon. .Tust 
when the m eal w as due, young .Toe lounged 
up to the galley .”

“ ‘ ’Ullo, ’ash  f a c e !’ he yelled a t Cookie, 
’0 0 , ’av in ’ 110 looks to speak of, w as very 
p a rticu la r  about ’em. ‘ W ha’s fe r  dinner? 
(Jive us yer ’ead boiled as a dum plin’. ’ ”

“ Cookie tak es  110 notice a t first, though 
we ’eard  ’im a-cursing under ’is b rea th , and 
lookin’ rea l vicious. We thought the whole 
show w as going to bust, fo r we ’ad to get 
’im aw ay from  the  galley some’ow. Then 
.Toe, being a b righ t imp, though m ortal 
im pident, sees the little  book in w hich ’e 
used to  scraw l ’ow to m ake sauces and 
th ings—used to  tell us he w as going to 
publish it one day. So .Toe m akes a grab 
a t  th e  book an ’ slips off quick as an eel. 
Cookie a f te r  ’im, w avin’ a lad le  and 
sw earin ’ in about four lingoes. Joe w as 
round the smoke stack  like a streak , down 
the  companion way, and  dodgin’ in and out 
am ong the  ’atches. Cookie w as lumpish, 
but ’e ’ad a  good tu rn  of speed, like a bull 
w ith  a  w asp a t  ’is ta il. In  the  m eantim e I 
’ad my p a r t  to  do. 1 slipped into the galley 
and looks fo r the  C ap’n’s tray . T here it 
was, .just ready  to tie lifted . R aisin’ the  tin  
th ing  coverin’ it, I pu t a  dish of hash 
underneath , and  ’opped w ith  the C ap’n’s 
dinner. W hen I got back to my m ates, the 
chase w as finished. Cookie ’ad  skidded a t 
a  corner, pu t ’is foot in a bucket of w ater 
and n ea rly  fa llen  down a ventila tor. Joe 
’ad come up behind and kicked ’im 011 the 
beam ends when ’e w as tu rn ed  tu rtle .”

“ W hen ’e lim ped back to the galley, 
th ere  w as the stew ard  lookin’ very 
haggrieved, say in ’ th a t  a man of his size 
should have s ta rte d  ta k in ’ reducin’ exer­
cises sooner, and w hat w as fo r dinner 
any’ow?”

“ ‘ M inced veal and  bacon pie, and now 
git te r  h e l l !’ So ’e took up the  tra y  and 
w ent down to the  saloon.”

“ C ap’n J a rv is  w as f re t t in ’ because ’is 
m eal w as la te ;  s ittin g  a t  th e  top of the 
table, banging w ith  ’is knife and fo rk .”

“ ‘ Y er la te ,’ he grum bles, ‘ devil of a 
late. W h a t’s fo r d inner? ’ ”

“ ’E  w as to ld ,”

“ ‘ F ine  ! ’ he says, beam in’ up, ‘ no th in ’ 
could be better, eh M organ?’ ”

“ The first m ate  nods, lickin’ ’is lips. 
S tew ard  puts down th e  dish and stands 
quiet w hile the  grace w as said. In  the 
m iddle of the  grace, the C ap’n lets out a 
g rea t yell. Being ’ungry ’e ’ad  poked ’is 
finger in to  the  pie to ta s te  it.
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“ ‘ S tew ard, tell the  cook to  come ’e re .’ 
Cookie came, grinning, as ’e though t it w as 
to he complimented. ’E  got an eyeful.”

“ ‘ You slal) sided, fish faced dish w asher, 
w hat do yer call th is  stuffV’ ”

“ Cookie told ’im .”
“ I ’ve seen some people ’ave apoplexy and 

some people as n ear as m akes no difference 
— Cap’n .Tarvis w as one of these.”

“ ‘ V e a l! Veal and bacon ! ’E re  you b are­
faced lia r, take  your v e a l ! ’ ”

“ And the C ap’n ups w ith  dish of hash  
and  flings it a t ’im. We w as pleased we 
was. T h a t w as the  end of Cookie.”

“ The C ap’n had  no th in ’ m ore to do w ith  
’im, and th e  day we reached P o rt Said, 
Mike O’H allo ran  layed into ’im good and 
proper. ’E  w as taken  ashore  on a  stre tcher, 
us cheering 'ini ’ea rty . I ’ve often  wondered 
w hat ’e said  when ’e unpacked ’is chest. We 
’ad tilled all h is boots and th ings w ith  ’ash. 
T h a t w as A rty ’s idea too. M y ! ’e w as a 
clever one ’e w as.” I. C.

1 he D ra m a t ic  Soc ie ty
11E Society is fo rtu n a te  in having five 

of la s t session’s officers back fo r the  
coming year, and th erefo re  few  fe a rs  are  
en terta ined  fo r any activ ities th a t  m ay be 
undertaken.

F inancially , too, the Society is in a 
flourishing position, as the  Incom e and 
E xpenditure  account prin ted  below 
reveals.

INCOME.
B y Balance, Easter, 1938—

A t Samuel French, Ltd. £1 7 0
Reserved by Mr. Riley (> 1 3
A t Bank ... ... 2 7 3

------- ----- - £9 15 c
„ Subscriptions, reserved by

Mr. Riley—
Christmas Term ... £5 <; 0
Easter Term ... 5 8 0

- 10 14 0
,, Collection— Christmas Social 3 7 4

£23 16 10

E X PE N D IT U R E
To Expenses of Dramatic Production—

6 Copies “ Plays of
1 9 3 8 ” (Mr. Riley) £2 5 0

Cigarettes ... ... 0 7 (i
Grease Paints, etc. ... 0 3 <■>
Sundries ... ... 0 9 11
Programmes ... ... 0 *> 9

------- £3 S 8
„ Purchase of Plays

(French, Ltd.), etc. 1 11 r>
., Cheques and Postage 0 1 4
„ Balance—

W ith S. French, Ltd. £0 3 1
Reserved by Mr. Riley 14 8 3
At Rank ... . .. 4 4 1

---- IS 15 5

£23 Ki 1(1

Scout Notes

ON the  second S a tu rd ay  of the  term , 
M ajor A. (!. Duncan, our D istric t 

Commissioner, visited  us to presen t K ing’s 
Scout B adges to  .T. B. Milne, H. G ran t and 
R. C. M iller. These aw ard s brought the 
to ta l num ber of K ing’s Scouts in the Troop 
to  five. M ajor Duncan, in a sho rt speech 
congra tu la ting  the recipients, em phasised 
the need a t the presen t tim e of constan t 
vigilance and p reparedness in a w orld of 
suspicion and d is tru st.

“ F ie ld  D a y ” w as held on Saturday , 
Sth Ju ly . Sixty-five Scouts paraded , and 
a f te r  th e  usual prelim inaries, the  tre k  to 
D rum  F inn  began. The a ll-im portan t ta sk  
of sa tisfy ing  “ the inner m an ” occupied the 
Troop fo r m ost of the  afternoon, though 
tim e w as found to enliven the proceedings 
by a “ w ide gam e,” w hich involved various 
bodies of Rom ans and Caledonians in 
a ssau lts  on the nearby Celtic (?) encam p­
ment. D uring  the m orning and early  
afternoon the  w ea ther w as delightful, being 
very w arm  and  sunny ; in the la te  
afternoon, however, the  ra in  began to fall, 
so th a t  the re tu rn  journey  to S tra th , w as 
decidedly w et and uncom fortable.

On the  rem aining S atu rd ay s of th e  term  
a tten tion  has been p rincipally  devoted to 
tra in in g  and p rep arin g  in cooking and 
w oodcraft those scouts v isiting  D enm ark in 
the vacation. I t  is a happy augury  th a t the 
stan d a rd  of cooking has d istinctly  improved, 
w hile the classes in knotting, am bulance 
and  d rill have been well attended.

These notes have been purposely 
abbrev iated  so th a t  th ere  m ay be space 
availab le  fo r a fu ll account of the  D anish  
visit. L. P. W.
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CRICKET.

T HE F irs t  Eleven fo r 1939 w as 
extrem ely  youthful, and  only a  few  of 

its m em bers had  any rea l experience in 
first team  m atches : in fac t, W ilson w as the 
only one who had played th rough  the  whole 
of the  previous season, Jack  being absent 
p a r t  of the  tim e th rough  illness. The form  
on the soft w ickets in the early  p a r t  of the 
season w as not a ltogether unsatisfac to ry , 
but the  a rr iv a l of h a rd  w ickets proved 
disastrous. The resu lts  w ere poor owing to 
feeble batting , and th is  despite good form  
shown by several m em bers of the team  a t 
the  nets. The bowling also w as below 
standard , and W ilson’s lapse in th is  
respect, p a rticu la rly  in mid season, w as 
unaccountable. B ut the  dreadfu l fielding 
w as enough to break  any bow ler’s hea rt. 
The cap tain  and the  team  allow ed them ­
selves to become unduly discouraged.

We persevered, however, w ith  m ost of 
the p layers in the hope th a t th e  experience, 
pa in fu l though it m ight be to look back 
upon, would be useful and develop la ten t 
ta len t. To a degree th is hope w as realised, 
fo r  in the  concluding m atches the  team  
showed a complete reversal of form  and 
finished w ith  fo u r victories, a d raw  and a 
narrow  defeat. T here w as a b e tte r sp irit 
a f te r  the v ictory  over H illh ead ; the  
bowling had  more sting  and w as backed up 
by keen fielding; w hile Smith, Philp , S tark , 
Sandem an and Jack  approached som ething 
like good form  as batsm en.

The final team  w as :—D. M acnaughton.
F. W aterston , .T. Sm ith, G. W ilson, T. Philp , 
K. .Tack, W. Sandem an, .T. S tark , 
1). Scroggie, K. G ran t and S. F ra se r .

V. Lowden, D. B la ir  and C. Don also 
played in several m atches.

Summary of Results.
School M atches - I>. 9 ; W. 8 ; L. 5 ; D. 1.
R uns p er w kt. - F o r 7.4; A gainst 17.X. 
All M atches - I*. 18; W. 4 ; L. 7 ; I). 2. 
R uns per wkt. - F o r 10.0; A gainst 18.3.

Team Criticism.
I). Macnaughton w as rea lly  too inex­

perienced to be successful as the  cap tain  of 
so young a side, lb* failed  to fulfil the 
prom ise he showed la s t season as a batsm an, 
fo r he has not developed any shots, and his

defence has not been anything like so 
sound. H is bowling has been useful in 
break ing  up partnersh ips, but it lacks the 
steadiness of a good bowler.

F . W aterston hits also disappointed w ith  
th e  bat. H e can d rive  well in fron t of the  
w icket, bu t he has been too eager to 
score quickly before p laying him self in. H e 
should learn  to play  defensively a t good 
balls. He has been very  a le rt in the field.

.). H. Smith is a very keen p layer w ith 
much cricketing  ability . Ilis ba tting  w as 
a t first spoiled by rash  strokes, but la te r  he 
showed m ore care  and concentrated  on 
keeping his drives on the  ground. H is best 
scoring shots a re  drives in fron t of the 
w icket, and these a re  a delight to w atch 
when played correctly . In the few  games 
in w hich he kept w icket he showed 
promise.

G. S. Wilson bowls above medium pace, 
w ith  fa s te r  balls a t tim es. A fter a fa irly  
good s ta r t , however, he becam e so bad th a t 
he w as h a rd ly  w orth  a place in the te a m ; 
but a t the end of the season he w as bowling 
rea lly  well in som ething like la s t season’s 
form . ITe is an e r ra tic  bowler when things 
a re  not going too well. He bowls best on a 
ra th e r  soft wicket, when it is difficult to 
score free ly  off him. His b a tting  consists 
of pure  slogging, bu t has been none the less 
useful on occasion.

T. Philp is the  stead iest batsm an in the 
team , and as a resu lt of his good defence 
has kept one end up on a few  occasions. 
Most of his runs a re  scored on the  leg side 
and by square  c u ts : a t p resen t his shots to 
the  off in fro n t of the w icket a re  lim ited to 
defensive strokes. He kept w icket for the 
g rea te r  p a r t  of the season, but is more of an 
asset to the  team  fielding in fron t of the 
w icket.

K. Jack is also  a steady batsm an, but 
un fo rtu n a te ly  has few  ideas of playing 
scoring shots. N early  all his runs came 
from  pulls to leg. In playing defensively 
he moves too f a r  across and is forced to 
b ring  his ba t across his legs and across the 
flight of the  ball, w ith  the resu lt th a t  l.b.w. 
often appears again st his name. He is not 
nippy enough in the field.

W. Sandeman is a moody batsm an. Once 
settled, he can play well, but he is liable to
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m ake a w eak stroke early  in h is innings 
much too often. He is a useful change 
howler on a w icket responding to  s p in ; 
norm ally howling off breaks, he is now 
developing a leg b re a k ; he m ust not be 
a fra id  to pitch them  up to  the  batsm an. H e 
is the  best fielder in the team  in fro n t of the  
wicket.

J. Stark is a h a rd  h itte r  w ith  a good eye, 
but he would be more successful if he h it 
s tra ig h t a t  balls p itched well up to him. 
H e is not content to p lay  h im self in and h its 
across h a lf  volleys too much. A good 
fielder, his bowling has not proved so useful 
as w as expected.

I). Scroggie is a bow ler of medium pace 
and is dangerous w ith  the  new hall, sw ing­
ing it aw ay from  the  batsm an. H e bowls a 
good length  and has troubled  m oderate 
batsm en, bu t when the shine is off the  ball 
his bowling lacks sting. As a ba tsm an  he 
is a h itte r, and he is a good fielder.

K. Grant showed prom ise in the  second 
team  early  in th e  season, but a p a r t from  
the  gam e against H illhead, has not been 
successful in the  first team , e ith e r as a 
batsm an or a bowler. H e bowls fa ir ly  fast, 
but is e r ra tic  and does not concentrate 
sufficiently upon length. H e can h it the  ball 
hard , but cannot d iscrim inate  betw een the 
good ball and the one to h it.

S. Fraser is a  sty lish  batsm an w ith  good 
shots on the off side, but his form  has been 
below expectations. H e plays ra th e r  ca re­
lessly, p a rticu la rly  when play ing  back. He 
is a good fielder a t cover point, if a little  on 
the slow side.

Hatting Averages.

Howling Analysis.

5? =! s j! TotalRuns. Average. a

.1. Sm ith 9
z = 
0 50 130 14.4 •)

F. W aterston 13 1 53* 137 11.4 1
K. G ran t 0 1 14* 55 11.0 0
V. Lowden - 7 4 10* 32 10.7 ‘>
T. Philp 13 0 41 139 10.7 3
K. Jack 13 (1 25 133 10.2 .>
J. S ta rk 13 0 50 127 9.8 4
1>. Scroggie 0 3 15 29 9.7 4
W . Sandem an 11 3 43* 77 9.0 0
<;. W ilson - 11 2 14* 78 8.7 4
s. F ra se r  - 7 0 19 33 4.7 O
I*. M acnaughton - 13 0 12 50 3.9 •»

*Not Ollt.

Overs. Maidens. Runs. Wkts.

I). M acnaughton 35 3 103 10
(i. W ilson 107 45 550 33
K. G ran t 40 11 177 10
]>. Scroggie 143 33 447 23
W., Sandem an - 52.3 15 192 8

Avr. runs 
per wkt.

10.3 
1(5.7 
17.7
19.4 
24.(1

Strathallan v. It. Gordon’s College, played 
a t  Forgandenny on Satu rday , 0th May.

S tra th , b a tted  first on a very  soft w icket. 
The outfield w as so slow th a t shots, w orthy 
of fou r runs, produced only singles. In  the  
School innings th e  only stan d  w as th a t 
between P h ilp  (9) and  W aterston  (11) fo r 
the  fo u rth  w icket. P h ilp  w as n in th  out 
a f te r  a very  carefu l defensive innings. 
W ilson scored 10 quickly n ear the  end, and 
the innings closed fo r 51.

The v isito rs found runs equally  difficult 
to score, and th ree  w ickets w ere down for 
24 runs. W ilson broke the th ird  wicket 
p a rtn e rsh ip  and then  took tw o fu r th e r  
w ickets w ith  the to ta l unchanged a t 48, but 
his effort cam e too late, and Gordon’s w ere 
able to  win by fou r w ickets. W ilson took 
five w ickets fo r 25, bowling extrem ely  well.

R esu lt: S tra th a llan , 51; K. Gordon’s 
College, 53 fo r 6 w kts. M atch lost.

Strathallan v. Kilmacolm, played a t 
Forgandenny on Satu rday , 13th May.

Two changes w ere m ade in the te a m ; 
Sm ith coming in fo r Lowden and B la ir fo r 
Fulton. The School again ba tted  first on a 
w icket which, though d rie r th an  the 
previous week, w as still soft and easy 
paced. Sm ith (20), Jack  (20) and  P hilp  
(18) b a tted  well and  gave th e ir  side a good 
s ta r t ;  but th ere  w as an  am azing collapse, 
and a f te r  being 00 fo r th ree  w ickets, th e  
whole side w as out fo r 80.

In co n trast w ith  th is  good s ta r t, the 
v isito rs lost fou r w ickets fo r  a m ere tw enty 
runs, due to  some good steady  bowling by 
W ilson and  Sandeinan. However, s tands 
fo r th e  fifth, and la te r  fo r the seventh 
w icket sh a tte red  the hopes fo r victory, and 
Kilm acolm  won w ith  tw o w ickets in hand. 
W ilson w as again  the m ost successful 
bowler, tak in g  th ree  w ickets fo r 2!) runs.

R e s u lt: S tra th a llan , 80; Kilmacolm, 84 
fo r 8 wkts. M atch lost.
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Strathallan v. Heriot’s School, played a t 
Forgandenny on Satu rday , 20th May.

In  th is  gam e Scroggie w as included fo r 
Wilson, who was ill. The w icket w as fa s te r  
th an  on the  tw o previous games, and 
H erio t’s had  the good fo rtune  to h a t first. 
Once m ore the  School bow lers m et w ith  
early  successes, and th ree  batsm en w ere 
back in the pavilion fo r 39 runs, but a f te r  
th is  no fu r th e r  w ickets fell, and the  v isito rs 
declared w ith  the score a t 141,

S tra th , b a ttin g  opened steadily , and 
th an k s to .Tack (15) and P h ilp  (20) the 
to ta l reached 53 fo r th ree  w ickets. A 
collapse followed, w hich le ft the  score a t 07 
fo r six, but then S ta rk ’s h ittin g  and 
Sandem an’s carefu l innings ra ised  hopes of 
a  victory. The fo rm er w as out a f te r  
scoring a useful 27. Sandem an w ent on to 
c a rry  his bat fo r 22, and  though he ba tted  
well, he m issed too m any chances of scoring 
on the leg side, and the gam e ended in a 
draw , th e  closure coming w ith  the S tra th , 
to ta l a t 110 fo r eight w ickets.

R esu lt: S tra th a llan , 110 fo r 8 w k ts .; 
H erio t’s School, 141 fo r 3 wkts. (innings 
d eclared). M atch draw n.
Strathallan v. Melville College, played a t 

F organdenny on S atu rday , 27th May.
Follow ing th e  im proved b a tting  display 

against H erio t’s, we had  high hopes th a t a 
first v ictory  m ight be achieved. N ever 
have hopes been more sadly  m isplaced, fo r 
th e  gam e resu lted  in one of the w orst 
beatings th a t a S tra th . C ricket side has 
ever received.

.Melville won first use of a perfect wicket. 
The opening batsm en w ere steady  w ithout 
being p a rticu la rly  aggressive. W ickets fell 
a t 2(>, 43 and (55, but then  came H arp er and 
Leslie and  a spate  of runs. The former' 
m ade a sw ashbuckling 100, chiefly by pulls 
to  leg, w hilst Leslie played a polished 
innings of 65 and  w as u n fo rtuna te  in being 
run  out. D uring the p a rtn e rsh ip  of 138 
chances galore w ent a-begging; in fac t, the 
S tra th , fielding descended to its  nadir. 
E ventually  M elville w ere dism issed fo r 203, 
and we soon found th a t we had  not finished 
w ith  Leslie by a long cha lk ! Howling at 
trem endous pace and w ith  rem arkable  
accuracy, he com pletely dem oralized the 
batsm en— so m uch so th a t the  eighth  wicket 
fe ll a t 31, 12 of w hich w ere ex tras . Wilson 
(14 not out) and S ta rk  (20) m ade a brave 
effort to  pu t a b e tte r face on th ings, but the

innings closed m iserably a t 77, w ith  Mr. 
E x tra s  top scorer w ith  22. P lay ing  back 
on a fa s t w icket w as the chief cause of th is 
u tte r  collapse, though one m ust give cred it 
w here  cred it is due : Leslie’s bowling w as in 
a class by itself.

R esult, S tra th a llan , 77 ; M elville College, 
2(53. M atch lost.
Strathallan v. Dollar Academy, played a t 

D ollar on W ednesday, 31st May.
On a b a tsm an’s wicket, none of the 

D ollar batsm en found the  School bowling 
difficult, and  p laying w ith  ease, scored 
stead ily  un til a declaration  w as made at 
150 fo r (5 w ickets. The S tra th , fielding w as 
deplorable, and m issed catches contributed 
largely  to the  A cadem y’s success. Sandeman 
w as the  m ost successful bowler w ith  two 
w ickets fo r 38 runs.

I f  the School bowling and fielding had 
been weak, the b a ttin g  proved little  more 
th an  pathetic . Only P hilp  (13) reached 
double figures, and Ik1 w as n in th  out a f te r  
a pa tien t, defensive innings. At one stage 
fou r w ickets fell w ithout a run being 
scored, and the innings to talled  a mere 39.

R e s u l t : S tra th a llan , 39; D ollar Academy, 
150 fo r (5 wkts. (innings declared). M atch 
lost.
Strathallan v. Aberdeen («.S., played af 

F organdenny on S aturday , 3rd June.
Scroggie gained his p lace in the team  

again, th is  tim e to the  exclusion of F ra se r. 
The home side b atted  first on a hard , fa s t 
wicket, but did not m ake full use of th is 
advantage. A fter th e  low scoring in the  
previous tw o games, Jack  (13), G ran t (12), 
W aterston  (13) and M acnaughton (12) 
may have considered them selves prolific 
s c o re rs ; but again  th e  b a ttin g  as a whole 
w as disappointing, and a to ta l of 73 w as 
poor on a w icket w hich was a batsm an’s 
parad ise .

Scroggie and W ilson bowled well w ith 
th e  new b a l l ; the  fo rm er claim ed two quick 
w ickets, and  the  la tte r  seemed too good for 
th e  batsm en to  get a touch. Nos. 1 and 4, 
however, se ttled  down, and the required  
runs fo r v ictory w ere obtained w ith  ease.

R esu lt: S tra th a llan , 73; Aberdeen G.S., 
7(5 fo r  3 w kts. M atch lost.
Strathallan v. Glasgow Academy, played a t 

Forgandenny on Satu rday , 10th June.
T his defea t by 2(!(i runs musl In1 one of 

the heaviest ever sustained  by a S tra th , 
team . The bow lers w ere ineffective, and
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the  visitors piled up the  huge to ta l of 303 
fo r nine w ickets. F o r th is  they  w ere in 
p a r t  indebted to  the shocking S tra th , 
fielding, several catches being missed.

The sto ry  of the School’s h a tting  is even 
more unpleasant ; w ickets fell w ith  
monotonous regu larity , and only W ilson 
(12) reached double figures. In  con trast 
w ith  the School fielding, the visitors 
snapped up every chance and m ade several 
really  b rillian t catches.

R e s u lt : S tra th a llan , 37; Glasgow
Academy, 303 fo r 9 w kts. (innings 
declared). M atch lost.
Strathallan v. llillliead  H.S., played in 

Glasgow on Tuesday, 13th June.
In th is  gam e the bow lers on both sides 

held the  upper hand. T he w icket w as fiery, 
and w ith  the balls flying head high, m ost 
batsm en w ere out w hile try in g  to avoid 
being hit. Jack  scored 12, and Scroggie 
delighted the spectators w ith  two sixes in 
an innings of 15 tow ards the end. A to ta l 
of 70 seemed respectable and proved to  be 
enough fo r victory.

A fter Ihe home opening p a ir  had  scored 
21, and  the first th ree  w ickets had  yielded 
39 runs, th e  la s t seven fell fo r a m ere 
sixteen. Scroggie (5 w ickets fo r 21), 
bowling unchanged, and G ran t (5 fo r 18) 
w ere backed up by excellent fielding. I t  w as 
fitting th a t  P h ilp  should finish off the game 
w ith  a b rillian t one handed ca tch  behind 
the w icket off G rant.

R e s u lt : S tra th a llan , 70; H illhead  U.S., 
55. M atch won.
Strathallan v. Allan Glen’s School, played 

in Glasgow on Satu rday , 17th June.
The home side b atted  first. Scroggie 

(5 w ickets fo r 36) and  W ilson (4 fo r 21) 
bowled unchanged except fo r th ree  overs 
by M acnaughton (1 fo r 8). Scroggie was 
the best of these and  w as helped by a 
following wind w hich m ade him dangerous. 
The fielding w as good, and nothing w as 
given aw ay, th ere  being only one boundary 
in the  to ta l of 66.

S tra th , w ere left w ith an hour in which 
to  score the runs. A fte r a poor s ta r t, P h ilp  
(11) and W aterston  (IS) laid the founda­
tions of v ictory by getting  ahead of the 
clock to take  the score to  33. W ilson (11) 
and S ta rk  (13) took advan tage of some 
slow bowling to tak e  the score on to 57 w ith  
ten m inutes to spare. A sa tisfac to ry

im provem ent w as shown in the  running 
between the  w ickets in th is  game.

R e s u lt : S tra th a llan , 72 fo r 7 ; A llan 
G len’s School, 66. M atch won.

Strathallan v. The Old Crocks, played af 
Forgandenny on Tuesday, 20th June.

In  th is  evening m atch, each side bowled 
th ir ty  overs. The v isito rs b a tted  first, and 
a t the s ta r t  lived up to th e ir  name. W ilson 
and  Scroggie quickly disposed of the first 
six batsm en fo r  36, bu t G. W. Leburn 
(46, runs, not years) and W att (9 d itto) 
pu t on fifty-five runs, w hile X. G. Reid 
contributed a not out 22 to a to tal of 150 
fo r 8 w ickets.

S tra th , lost tw o w ickets cheaply, but 
S ta rk  (50) and Jack  (25) pu t on 85 fo r tin 1 
th ird  w icket— the  best p a rtn e rsh ip  of the 
season. T his pu t the School w ith in  sight of 
victory, and  W aterston  continued the good 
w ork w ith  a b righ t 53 not out. S tra th , won 
by fou r w ickets, and w hen the close came 
had  scored 192 fo r 8 w ickets.

R esu lt: S tra th a llan , 102 fo r 8 w k ts .; 
Old Crocks, 150 fo r 8 wkts.. M atch won.

Strathallan v. Dunfermline H.S., played a t 
D unferm line on W ednesday, 21st June.

S tra th , b a tted  first on a good wicket, but 
of the  early  batsm en, P h ilp  w as th e  only 
one to  b a t well. He played an  innings such 
as we had been expecting him to p lay  all 
the  season, tre a tin g  the  good balls w ith  
respect, and scoring freely, chiefly by 
square  cu ts and pulls, off any th ing  short. 
H e had eight fou rs in a to ta l of 41 and w as 
s ix th  out w ith  the  score a t 70. F ra s e r  also 
b atted  well fo r 19. No one else reached 
double figures, and the innings closed fo r 
92.

D unferm line had  an opening stand  of 18, 
hut then fo u r w ickets fell fo r the  addition 
of a single run. The gam e then  became 
most in te restin g ; the  fifth w icket produced 
16 runs and the s ix th  30— 65 fo r six 
w ickets. W ilson w as now bowling
extrem ely  well, and th ree  more w ickets fell 
fo r eight add itional runs. T he la s t tw o 
batsm en proved troublesom e, fo r  they 
refused  to take  any risks, and scored only 
off very  bad balls, w hich w ere fo rtuna te ly  
very few. The score w as m ounting never­
theless, and  v ictory  seemed to be eluding 
Ihe School when W ilson got Ihe la s t man 
caught a t mid-off by Philp. W ilson claimed
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six w ickets fo r .*51, and Scroggie th ree  fo r 
33.

Result : S tra th a llan , !)2: D unferm line
U.S., 82. M atch won.

Strathallan v. H. B. Rowan’s X I, played a t 
F organdenny on T hursday , 22nd .Tune.

S tra th , w ere opposed by a s trong  team , 
including in tern a tio n a l p layers. The 
v isito rs had  first lease of the w icket, and 
a fte r  Scroggie had  .T. Oonnel, the F ifesh ire  
captain , caught and bowled a t 14, S. 
Anderson and W ass, the  W est of Scotland 
professional, scored 132 fo r the  second 
wicket. A fter th is  p a rtn e rsh ip  had  been 
broken, the S tra th , bowlers m et w ith  more 
success, and  took six more w ickets before 
the  closure w as applied a t 210 fo r  8 
w ickets. W ilson deserves special p raise  
since he bore the b ru n t of the a tta c k  and 
sent down few  bad balls in the tw enty-six  
overs he bowled, claim ing th ree  victim s 
fo r 76. Sandem an had two fo r 29.

Sm ith and P h ilp  began the School 
innings steadily , and w ere ju s t settling  
down when P h ilp  ran  him self out foolishly 
a f te r  scoring 10 out of the p a rtn e rsh ip  of 
31. S ta rk  and .Tack w ere soon out, but 
Sandem an joined Sm ith and took tbe score 
to  92 before Sm ith w as out fo r 31. H is 
innings w as the  best of the  se a so n ; he 
showed m ore patience and played the good 
bowling on its  m erits, using bis off drive 
well to over p itched balls. Sandem an (43 
not out) also played well, rely ing on 
defence and scoring chiefly behind the 
w icket. At the  close, the score w as 124 fo r 
six w ickets— a cred itab le draw .

R esu lt: S tra th a llan , 124 fo r 0 w k ts .; 
H. B. Row an’s X I, 210 fo r 8 w kts. M atch 
draw n.
Strathallan v. Old Strathallians, played a t 

Forgandenny on Satu rday , 24th June.
The School b a tted  first, and of the  early  

batsm en, Sm ith (50) and  Ja c k  (25) played 
well. When Sm ith w as out the  score stood 
a t 80 fo r th ree  w ickets. A p art from  some 
s treak y  strokes a t the beginning, Sm ith 
again  b atted  fau ltlessly , h itting  th e  loose 
balls hard . Jack  w as m ore subdued, but 
scored well on the  leg side. W aterston  (19) 
and G ran t (14 not out) increased the  to tal 
a t a becoming pace la te r  in the innings, but 
a t the close of th e  th ir ty  overs the  score 
had  reached only 14(5 fo r six w ickets. This 
w as tin> highest to ta l against th e  Old Boys

fo r th ree  years. I>. S. Thomson took th ree  
w ickets fo r  17 and W. G. Leburn two fo r 
27.

The F .P .’s s ta rte d  slowly against some 
steady  bowling by Scroggie and W ilson. Of 
the 35 runs scored fo r the first two w ickets 
L eburn m ade 27 before being sm artly  run  
out by Scroggie, whose throw  hit the 
w ickets. G. I*. S harp  m ade 29 and le ft a t 
87. By now X. Thomson had  settled down 
and w as scoring f r e e ly ; he completed his 
h a lf  cen tu ry  and w as six th  out fo r 53 a t 
120. W ith  fo u r overs rem aining, the F .P .’s 
s till required  27 to  win. G. C halm ers and 
I>. Law son h it fiercely and saw  the game 
won in th e  penultim ate  over.

R e s u lt : S tra th a llan , 140 fo r 6 w k ts .; Old 
S tra th a llian s , 155 fo r 7 w kts. M atch lost.

T. A.
Second Eleven.

T he Second Team  m ade a  som ewhat 
inauspicious s ta r t  to th e ir  fix tures w ith  two 
d raw n g a m e s ; the  first, again st S tirling
H.S. 1st X I, being a v ir tu a l defeat, fo r only 
one w icket rem ained when stum ps were 
d raw n w ith  a to ta l of 29 against the home 
side’s 74 fo r 8 w ickets. Scroggie bowled 
w ell to secure five of these fo r 28 runs. The 
aw ay gam e against H erio t’s w as draw n a t 
74 ru n s apiece. The first home m atch, 
against M organ’s Academ y X I, w as lost, 
the  only notable fe a tu re  of the School’s 
d isplay  being Scroggie’s six w ickets fo r 39 
runs. Then followed a good aw ay win 
against D ollar, c red it being due to .T. 
F u lto n ’s bowling (seven fo r  8) and D on’s 
29, an  adventurous knock when w ickets 
w ere tum bling upon a poor pitch, upon 
w hich the ball did all kinds of tricks. The 
gam e a t Aberdeen G ram m ar School w as 
also well won, p a rtly  due to  S tra th .’s 
excellent showing in the field—T aylor made 
fou r sm art catches out of six m ade in the 
m atch, and Nicol, in his first m atch, 
claim ed five w ickets fo r 23, and a not out 
innings of 54 by Lowden which, if s treaky  
a t  the beginning, contained some fine 
strokes la ter. Glasgow Academy proved 
too strong, however, and won by six 
w ic k e ts ; w hile the  final m atch, against 
M orrison’s, ended in a victory fo r the 
School. 74 to 50.

Nicol headed the bowling analysis w ith  
seven w ickets a t a cost of 5.4 runs apiece, 
followed by J . F u lton  w ith  an average  of 
5.9 fo r tw enty  w ickets, and Taylor, 10.2 for
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ten w ickets. Lowden headed the  h a ttin g  
averages w ith  20.5, followed by Don w ith  
14.4. The side averaged 6.8 runs per 
w icket against th e ir  opponent’s 8.7.

House Matches.
The House m atches, played on a lim ited  

num ber of overs basis, provided some 
en te rta in ing  cricket. On the  law n, Simnson 
scored 161 fo r five w ickets, to w hich I’hiIn 
contributed  a good innings of 66 not out. 
In reply, F ree land  collapsed badly and 
could m uster bu t 54 fo r  eight, w ickets. 
M eanwhile, on the  paddock, R uthven 
scored 110, a not too form idable  score 
considering the  w eakness of the  Xicol 
a ttack  ; and th an k s to some sp irited  b a tting  
by .Tack. V. Lowden and IT. Lowden, th ere  
w as a tim e when it did not look like being 
enough, but the ta il failed  to  w ag and the  
scoring slowed down, so th a t  a t the  end of 
play  Xicol had scored only 87. Tn the  final. 
Simpson sp rang  a su rp rise  upon R uthven 
by scoring 112, P h ilp  again  scoring well 
(32), and then dism issing th e ir  opponents 
fo r 86, thus w inning the C ricket Cup fo r the 
second tim e in succession.

TENNIS.
T here w as the custom ary  enthusiasm  

among th e  boys th roughou t Ihe term , and 
the  courts have been well and tru ly  tried .

This year the  School had  a T ennis m atch 
w ith an outside team —M r. .T. W aidieV. 
Owing to the absense of m em bers aw ay 
w ith  the F ir s t  C ricket team , it  w as 
impossible to field a  fu ll side, and the 
v isitors won com fortably, only .T. Scott and 
A. F ram e  succeeding in  tak in g  even a set 
from  th e ir  opponents.

The usual m atch  against the m asters 
resulted  again in a draw , w ith  tw o sets to 
play. The boys tu rn ed  out one evening to 
play  these deciders, but the  m aste rs con­
cerned were unable to  pu t in an appearance 
owing to unforeseen circum stances.

On Com m em oration D ay th e  School 
repeated  la s t y ear’s success by defeating  
the Old Boys by tw o m atches to one. The 
team  on th is  occasion w as .L Scott and 
A. F ram e, I). Hood and INT. Gordon, and 
V. Lowden and W. Gregory. .T. Sm ith and 
R. A lexander have also  played in the 
School side during  the  term .

T he Tennis Cham pionships, w hich have 
occupied much of the  term , provided some­
w hat su rp ris in g  resu lts. Tn the  Ju n io r 
event, R. G regory beat S. Haddow, and 
.T. Scott, .T. M arshall in the  semi-finals. As, 
however, G regory had  a lready  reached the 
final of the senior event, he elected to 
re tire  from  the  jun io r com petition, and the 
final w as contested betw een H addow  and 
Scott. The s ta n d a rd  of tennis provided in 
th is  gam e w as p a rticu la rly  high and very 
good to w atch, Scott em erging the victor 
by 6-2, 5-7, 6-2.

Tn the Senior event, Scott had  su r­
prisingly  fa llen  a victim  to V. Lowden in an 
extrem ely  good m atch. Lowden w as 
subsequently  defeated  by R. Gregory, who 
had a lread y  elim inated  A. F ram e, la s t 
y e a r’s finalist. In the final he met .). Rice, 
who had  a fa ir ly  easy passage, and in a 
game w hich never rose to  g rea t heights 
defeated  him 6-3, 6-4 inside fo rty  m inutes.

M. G.
SWIMMING.

The sw im m ing pond has again been very 
popular, especially  during  the hea t wave. 
T ests fo r badges w ere m ade early  in the  
term  and during  the  h eats  fo r the  
cham pionships. S. Lyle, D. Stevens, 
T. Philp , .T. Dawson, M. W ightinan, 
A. F ram e, S. F ra se r, T. Xicol, E. Good- 
brand, I. G ray, W. W ilson, W. K err, 
V. B aillie  and  R. F ern ie  w ere successful.

The first notable event of th e  term  w as 
the H ouse R elay. Over the first lap 
R uthven gained a yard  lead over the o ther 
th ree  houses, but a  good swim by 
<!. W ilson pu t F ree lan d  six  y ard s  ahead a t 
the end of the second relay, w ith  the  others 
going neck and neck. A lthough F reeland  
w ent fu r th e r  ahead  from  th is point, the 
com petition fo r the second place became 
intensified. D. F u lton  pu t Xicol into 
second place over the th ird  lap, and 
R uthven  fell in to  a bad fo u rth  position. 
J . Sm ith, however, cam e along a t  a 
trem endous speed to  take  th e  th ird  place, 
but fa iled  to catch  M cGlade, who pu t Xicol 
second, h a lf  a length behind F reeland .

On Com m em oration D ay the School beat 
the F .P .’s in the  R elay, the  issue, if narrow , 
being seldom in doubt. The School team  
w as G. W ilson, I). M acnaughton, .T. F ulton  
and .1. Sm ith. The Polo m atch w as some­
w hat disappointing, the  Old Boys w inning
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by th ree  goals to one. A t half-tim e the 
score w as one all, a goal by T. M acfarlane 
being neu tra lised  by one from  .T. Fulton. 
F e rn ie  w as w eak in goal, and w ith  .T. 
F u lton  re tir in g  early  in the  second h a lf 
w ith  an  in ju red  eye, the  Old Boys had  little  
difficulty in going ahead w ith  goals by 
M acfarlane and O. S tew art. School team  : 
F e rn ie ; IT. Thomson and K. G ra n t; 
C. T u rn e r; G. W ilson, I). M acnaughton, 
J . Fulton.

T he Swimming C ham pionships produced 
some keen com petition. T here w ere tw enty- 
four en tran ts  fo r the  Ju n io r event, w hich 
resu lted  in a w in fo r a newcomer, 
J . Dawson, w ith  S. B aillie  second. D awson 
should develop into a rea lly  fine swim m er, 
fo r he is pow erfully  bu ilt fo r  his age, and 
possesses an easy style. The Senior event 
resulted, as w as antic ipated , in a v ictory  
fo r J. Sm ith, but h is v ictory  w as fa r  
h a rd e r earned th an  la s t year. G. W ilson. 
J. F u lton  and K. G ran t w ere th e  o ther 
finalists, and over th e  first hundred  yards 
there  w as little  in it, Sm ith being ju s t 
ahead. W hen he m ade his sp u rt over the  
last fifty, he found F u lton  difficult to shake 
off, and in a g rea t finish won by a y a rd  and 
a half. U ndoubtedly one of th e  g rea test 
races in th is event fo r m any years.

D. MacN.
FIVES.

A lthough the F ives courts have been 
utilised  principally  fo r tennis practice, 
doubles p rac tice  has gone on th roughout the 
term  fo r prospective School p a irs ;  and the 
clash  w ith  the Old Boys on Com m em oration 
D ay proved how v ita l th is  p rac tice  had  
been. The School w as represen ted  by 
M. B innie and I>. Hood, Y. Lowden and 
R. Gregory, and in a keenly contested 
m atch claim ed the  v ictory  by th ree  m atches 
to one. though a single point separa ted  the 
sides as fa r  as final aggregate  is concerned. 
56 to 55. The game between Lowden and 
Gregory and M ackie and Peden produced 
some of th e  finest fives seen since the 
inauguration  of the g a m e ; and since these 
tw o young p layers w ill be back fo r a 
fu r th e r  year a t least, th e  fu tu re  of the  
game in the  School should be in safe 
hands.

GOLF.
Golf has occupied a new position a t 

S tra th , th is  term . Boys have been allowed

down to th e  old rugger p itches fo r p ractice  
during  the week, and every S a tu rd ay  a 
p a r ty  w ent to p lay  on the Tsland course in 
P e rth . M uch enthusiasm  w as shown, and 
a tou rnam en t w as organised. In  the sem i­
final of the  event, IT. Thomson beat 
T. Geddes by five and four, while S. Brown 
beat R. McColl a t th e  19th hole a fte r  a h a rd  
battle . B row n forced a win in th e  final 
round by sinking a long pu tt on the la s t 
green.

An a ttem p t w as m ade to organise a 
m atch against the  M asters, bu t th e  pro ject 
had  eventually  to be shelved fo r th is te rm  
a t any ra te , though it is hoped th a t such an 
encounter w ill become an annual fixture.

S. S. B.

RUGBY PROSPECTS.
V. Lowden, the new Rugby Captain, w ill 

have a difficult ta sk  in building a team , not 
a ltogether because m ate ria l is lacking, but 
ra th e r  because th e  m a te ria l availab le  is 
young and fo r the  m ost p a r t  lacking in first 
team  experience. H e w ill, however, have 
th ree  of la s t season’s pack back, in K. Jack, 
the  hooker, ,T. Molison, a w ing fo rw ard , and 
M. Thomson, a fro n t row forw ard . In 
addition  th ere  is F . Edm onds, fo rw ard  or 
w ing th re e -q u a rte r; J . Fulton, a forw ard , 
and  G. W ilson, a scrum  half, who 
have had  experience w ith  the senior 
side in occasional games. W ilson 
has also played a t stand-off half, and 
Lowden’s first concern w ill be to decide 
w hether he h im self w ill continue in the 
scrum  h a lf  position, fo r W ilson, and 
Lowden him self, fo r th a t m atte r, lack the  
speed essential fo r the stand-off position. 
Upon the  final constitu tion  of th e  halves 
w ill depend much of the  success of the side.

T here  are  o ther difficulties: the pack as 
a whole w ill be light and on the  sm all s ide; 
a t th e  sam e tim e they  should be a lively 
eight. The full back position also rem ains 
open, fo r both F ir s t  and Second team  backs 
have left. B uchanan  has been mentioned 
as a possible candidate, but certa in ly  
fu r th e r  experim ents w ill be m ade here. F o r 
th ree-q u arters  th e  m ajo rity  of the  Second 
XV are  back, and  there  would seem to  be 
keen com petition likely between Scott, 
H ouston, G regory and  P h ilp  fo r th e  vacant 
positions.



S T R A T H A L L A N  S C H O O L  M A G A Z I N E 41

Strathallian C lub
Telephone: Central 794.
Telegrams: “  Defence.”

Hon. President - II. R ILE Y , Esq.
President - ROBERT BARR, jun., Esq. 
Vice-President - T. IR V IN E , Esq.

WrE  express our sincere reg re ts th a t  
the M agazine h as  been delayed 

owing to the exigencies of the  w a r s itu a ­
tion w hich have dem anded a g rea t deal of 
e x tra  w ork on the  p a r t  of those usually  
engaged in producing these Old Boys’ 
Notes, and  we reg re t exceedingly th a t  we 
have had  to  cu rta il them  considerably, 
p a rtly  owing to  the lack of inform ation, 
and p a rtly  owing to the  fa c t th a t  m any of 
the m ost in teresting  item s th a t  we could 
publish would not pass the  Censor. As 
would be n a tu ra lly  expected, Old 
S tra th a llian s  in large num bers a re  en­
gaged in one or o ther b ranch  of l l i s  
M ajesty’s Forces, w h ilst o thers a re  engaged 
in occupations w hich they  have been fo r­
bidden to  leave owing to  th e ir  value to  the 
country a t th is p a r tic u la r  time. The resu lt 
is th a t we have received no news from  our 
U niversity  correspondents o ther th an  item s 
of in form ation  concerning the w here­
abouts of Old S tra th a llia n s  in the  S e rv ices; 
and other sources w hich generally  have 
been prolific have more or less dried  up, 
hence between the paucity  of inform ation 
w hich could be ex trac ted  from  our le tte rs  
and w hich would not be frow ned upon by 
the Censor and the ac tu a l lack of news 
from  our usual sources of in form ation  it 
has been exceedingly difficult to compile 
th is column.

The School under w ar conditions so fa r  
is proceeding quite norm ally  except fo r the 
fac t th a t  m any of our m atches have been 
cancelled by the opposing side e ith er owing 
to  the  fac t th a t  th e  schools have not taken  
up or owing to  the  fa c t th a t  the  governors 
have not sanctioned the use of th e ir  p lay ­
ing fields due to th e ir  proxim ity  to danger 
areas. So f a r  we have been allow ed to 
keep our norm al staff but we a re  to lose our 
H istory  and  Geography m aster, who is in 
charge of games, in the early  p a r t  of next
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year. The W ar Office h as  s till to  decide 
the O.T.C. question a t  S tra th a lla n  and, 
s tran g e  to say, L ieu tenan t Lovelock, who 
w as w ith  his regim ent u n til th e  early  p a r t  
of Septem ber, has been re leased  to come to 
School to fulfil h is engagem ents there, 
am ong w hich is to ass is t in the officering of 
the corps, or perhaps we should say the 
corps to be. T here is som ething delight­
fu lly  official in th is procedure and  although 
tim e and tim e again  we have approached 
the  au th o ritie s  and have received stereo­
typed replies, it  certa in ly  does seem ra th e r  
like an  e x tra c t from  G ilbert and Sullivan 
th an  from  the life of a m odern institu tion  
(we hope the Censor doesn’t  see th is).

Two m em bers of the staff a re  function­
ing as local a ir  ra id  w ardens and  when 
ra id e rs  come over the  E a s t Coast they are  
called upon to stan d  by. Sometimes they 
a re  told all is c lear and sometimes th a t 
th ere  has been a  m istake, and  th ere  a re  
m any o ther item s also deligh tfu lly  official 
which add to the  w orries, bu t sometimes 
contribute to the hum our of the situations 
w hich the w rite r  h as  to face.

Many of our readers w ill be fam ilia r 
w ith  the  “ secret passages ” under the 
School, and  m ost w ill know th a t  there  are  
extensive v au lts  in the foundations. These 
have been cleared  and  m ade available 
should any of H err H itle r’s  tribe  s tray  
from  th e ir  p a th s  and  find them selves a t 
n igh t tim e in our vicinity. Down the 
monkey puzzle w alk  we have excavated  in 
the sand  nine or ten trenches, each capable 
of holding about twenty-five people. These 
have been boarded up and  covered w ith  
about 2 fee t of ea rth . We have had  one or 
two p ractices and we have found it possible, 
even w hen boys a re  m ost w idely dispersed 
down a t  the  various gam es fields, in School, 
or on th e  Scout hill, to  get everyone under 
cover and in possession of his overcoat and
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gas m ask in  four and  a  h a lf  m inutes, 
and so f a r  th is  seems to  be the 
ex ten t of the effect th a t  the  w ar is having 
upon the  life a t  S tra th a llan . F rom  the 
boys them selves the ra tion ing  question 
seems to p lay  an  im portan t p a r t  in th e ir  
m inds. W ill the  T uck Shop have to  be 
closed? How m uch b u tte r do we use per 
head per week in the  School, and  th is 
la tte r  question cam e from  a boy of only 
tw elve and when he received an  answ er 
he prom ptly  divided four ounces into th a t  
am ount and asked “ Shall we have b u tte r 
fo r so m any days and  m argarine  fo r the 
rest, or shall we have some b u tte r each day 
and some m arg arin e?” I t  is w onderful 
how little  m inds can w ork and  how cleverly 
some of them  can operate in m a tte rs  th a t 
rea lly  in te rest them . P e rh ap s our g rea test 
problem a t  the  m om ent is to ensure a com­
plete black-out and th is  h as  en tailed  the 
m aking of very nearly  five hundred  blinds, 
but th is  is only the beginning of the 
problem. We have to ensure th a t  they a re  
] mlled down and not pulled up again  before 
the s ta tu to ry  tim e. Only those who know 
boys in general, and  S tra th a llian s  in p a r ­
ticu la r, can rea lise  w h a t a problem  is 
facing the School au thorities. We have a t 
least tw o inspections per night, and  now 
th a t  the m ornings a re  becoming d a rk  it 
looks as though we shall have to  in stitu te  
them  in the early  hours too. To the senior 
boys the  problem  of th is  w a r is a serious 
one fo r we have been inform ed by the 
Scottish E ducation  D epartm ent th a t  they 
do not in tend to hold any Leaving Certifi­
cate  exam inations in  1940, and those boys 
who require a  ha ll m ark  on th e ir  education 
a re  le ft w ondering exactly  how they are  
going to get it. Two or th ree  a lte rn a tiv es  
have been proposed and  our H ead m aster is 
conducting negotiations both w ith  the 
Scottish un iversities and  professional 
bodies in o rder to solve th is  problem.

F ortuna te ly , the  requirem ents of most 
un iversities and public bodies in the various 
subjects a re  becoming m ore sim ilar every 
day, and  w ork th a t is being done fo r the 
Scottish Leaving C ertificate exam inations 
covers m ore th an  nine-tenths of the 
syllabus required  fo r the Cam bridge 
U niversity  School C ertificate and. to  a very

large extent, the  w ork required  fo r the 
U niversity  P relim ., so th a t  no m a tte r  w hat 
decision the au tho rities a rriv e  a t  th ere  w ill 
only be minor, ad justm ents to be made. 
T aking  everything into account w ork 
should, to a very large extent, proceed 
along norm al lines.

One m inor w orry  has been caused by the 
notification from  the au thorities th a t we 
w ere only to receive a  seventy-five per cent, 
ra tio n  of our last y ea r’s consumption of 
coal, but th is  has been offset by the fac t 
th a t  we had  received between 150 and 200 
tons of coal two days previously. H ad  th is 
regulation  rem ained in force it would have 
affected the  operation of the  swimming 
bath . So, on the whole, H e rr  H itle r has 
fa iled  m iserably  to disorganise our usual 
round of activ ities.

We congra tu la te  Mr. A llan W att on 
being the  firs t Scottish youth to win the 
A.A.A. Y ouths’ Cham pionship. A ctually 
he won tw o titles  and is now double- 
barre lled  cham pion of Scotland and 
E ngland. He won the  100 y a rd s  in the 
record  tim e of 10 seconds and then 
followed up by clearing  22 feet 3 inches to 
w in the long jum p. C ritics say th a t he is 
undoubtedly the fa s te s t sp rin ter, senior or 
jun io r, in Scotland a t  th is moment, and his 
achievem ent in the  100 yards is only th ree  
y ard s  behind E ric  Liddle’s fam ous sp rin t 
a t S tam ford  B ridge when he covered th a t 
d istance in 9 7 /10 seconds. M r. W a tt a t 
School played on the wing and m any a time 
h as  he shown a clean p a ir  of heels to his 
opponents to  score spectacu lar tr ie s  w hich 
w ill long be rem em bered. He w as Sports 
Cham pion of the School in  1938.

The School team s th is  year have been 
very successful indeed. No m atch has been 
lost, only one being d raw n and live having 
been won. This covers 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
X V ’s. A lthough we have no p layer of out­
stand ing  ability , yet the  team  w ork is 
b e tte r th a n  it has been fo r m any seasons. 
In  V ictor Lowden we have a cap ta in  who 
keeps his men w ell together and who knows 
how to inspire them  to pu t fo rw ard  the ir 
best efforts. H e p lays stand-off h a lf  and 
has a  very good eye fo r a  gap in th e  oppos­
ing defence. O ur fo rw ard s a re  rea lly  the 
s ta r  p a r t  of the  team , one and a ll being
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w hat would generally  be called “ hefty  
bru tes.” Our hooker, who alm ost in v a ri­
ably gets the ball back, h a s  occupied th is 
position fo r th ree  seasons and  ra re ly  fa ils  
to give a very good account of him self. 
The leader of the fo rw ards, Jim m y 
Molison, is a w inger who gives (he oppos­
ing scrum  h a lf a very rough tim e on the 
ra re  occasions w hen hi; does get the ball. 
As a whole the pack is composed of 
g ra fte rs , every one shoving w ith  his 
w eight and alw ays being well up in the 
loose. I t  is m any years since we had  a 
pack its superior, perh ap s only once in the 
h istory  of the School, the pack w hich w as 
led by W illie Anderson and George R itchie 
who played fo r Scotland against England 
at Tw ickenham . Our two new grounds a re  
functioning excellently and the  d rainage 
system  laid  down last year enables m atches 
to be played when the surrounding  fields 
a re  sodden. At the moment we have under 
construction a th ird  m atch pitch w hich we 
hope to complete in tim e fo r next season. 
Any one of these p itches is quite w orthy 
of lirs t class rugger and fo r the  first tim e 
for several years it looks as though the 
th ree School sides a re  going to be able to 
give exhibitions w orthy of th e ir  pitches, 
and one m ight add w orthy of some of our 
best team s in days gone by.

We understand  th a t Dr. I). A. S. M artin , 
who is a dental officer w ith  one of the  field 
am bulances, and to be on the safe  side as 
regards the censor we w ill say “ som ewhere 
in E ngland ,” has become engaged to Miss 
A nnette McGill of Bo’ness. We offer to 
them our hea rtie s t congratu lations.

Mr. Jock W ilson of Port of Spain, 
T rin idad , is on his way home to join up and 
he is expected to call a t School before 
doing so. He is anxious to get into a 
ba tta lion  w ith some of h is fo rm er chum s 
and anyone who cares to send an in v ita ­
tion addressed to the School m ay be sure 
Iliar it will be handed to  him on his a rriv a l.

We congratu late  D r. George B alfou r and 
Dr. Oswald Brow n on th e ir  recent successes 
in th e ir  final exam ination  in m edicine a t 
the U niversities of E dinburgh  and Glasgow 
respectively.

Most of the Old Boy v isito rs to  School 
now adays a re  in uniform  and it has been

very pleasing to note th a t  most of them  
have a lready  a tta in ed  to tw o or th ree 
strip es  On th e ir  arm s, bu t no case has yet 
been brought to  our notice of an Old 
S tra th a llia n  w orking his w ay through the 
ran k s to a commission, although n a tu ra lly  
the m ajo rity  of the  m em bers of the old 
T e rrito ria ls  hold commissions in H.M. 
Army.

Mr. Gordon M ortim er of M ontrose who 
left School last te rm  has secured an ap ­
pointm ent on board  the S.S. “ M adura,” a 
passenger ship trad in g  between the United 
Kingdom and  E a s t A frica.

We h ea r th a t  the ou tbreak  of w ar in te r­
rup ted  Mr. .T. G. S. F o rre s t’s holiday in 
A frica  w here he w as on a b ig  gam e shoot­
ing expedition. The only home news th a t 
h is p a r ty  could get w as th rough tw o police­
men w ith  a m orse telegraph. Mr. F o rrest 
has now a rriv ed  in th is  country  and  hopes 
shortly  to be g ran ted  a commission in the 
R.A.F., under the  auspices of w hich he 
spent a considerable period of his m ilita ry  
tra in in g  during his u n d erg radua te  days a t 
Cambridge.

W hile in tow n recently, we encountered 
M r. Jones, who w ill be rem em bered by 
m any Old S tra th a llia n s  fo r h is expert 
coaching in the  rugby field. H e is a t 
p resen t Gam es M aster a t W estm inster City 
School, his one reg re t being th a t  it follows 
the “ Soccer ” code. Over tea, he m ade 
m any enquiries about the School and Old 
S tra th a llian s  and requested th a t  we should 
publish his address, B racken  Cottage, The 
Riding, W oking, Surrey, fo r he w ill be 
delighted to renew  acquain tance w ith  Old 
Boys who happen to be in the vicinity.

T he engagem ent is announced between 
Jam es McCall F indlay , youngest son of the 
la te  Mr. T. S. F ind lay  and of M rs. F indlay , 
Inehkeith , N orth  Mount Vernon, and  Alma 
S teu a rt Anderson, elder daugh ter of the 
la te  M r. S teu a rt Anderson and of M rs. 
Anderson, 7(i B alsh ag ray  Avenue, Glasgow.

W e have received a very in teresting  
le tte r from  Mr. W. C. Roy who is tea 
p lan ting  in Ind ia . He gives very m any in­
teresting  personal de ta ils  and expresses his 
reg re t th a t  the w a r should .come and in te r­
fe re  w ith  his prospects but, like m ost young 
men sim ilarly  situated , he realises th a t
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there  is a  job to be done fo r the E m pire 
and th a t  personal am bitions m ust take  
second place. W e take  the liberty  of p r in t­
ing a portion  of his le tte r describing an  
address given by a mem ber of the M adras 
L eg isla tu re  on the problem  of the  Ind ian  
Congress. H ere it is :— “ The m eeting w as 
held under the auspices of the European 
Association and in his address Mr. T. E. 
Jam es, w ho is also a m em ber of the  
Viceroy’s advisory com m ittee, dealt m ainly 
w ith  In d ia ’s position in the  w ar. At the  
beginning of the  w ar opinion in Ind ia  w as 
alm ost unanim ous fo r giving B rita in  u n ­
conditional support and it w asn ’t  un til the 
( 'ongress W orking Com m ittee m et and 
issued th e ir  s ta tem en t th a t  any sign of 
trouble to come w as apparen t. In th a t 
s ta tem ent, w hich they  claim ed represented  
the  views of all Indians, they m ade th e ir 
w holehearted  support conditional on 
B rita in  g ran ting  a t once certa in  constitu ­
tional reform s. They also m ade it c lear to 
Congress m em bers th a t  they w ere expected 
to follow th is  lead. The M uslim s and 
other m inorities in the  country  also 
hastened  to m ake sta tem ents, fea rin g  th a t 
B rita in  m ight m ake concessions to the Con­
gress w ithout having extended strong 
guaran tees on the trea tm en t of these 
m inorities. The most im portan t of these 
sta tem ents, because it cam e from  the 
largest m inority  group, w as th a t  of the  
M uslim League Committee w hich rep re­
sents all M oham m edans in India. They 
asked B rita in  to do nothing w ithou t first 
consulting the M uslim s and it  le ft a ll 
M oham m edans free  to  decide fo r them ­
selves w hether or not they would support 
B rita in . The n e tt resu lt is th a t  the  Con­
gress have said  ‘ Yes, we w ill support you 
on certa in  conditions,’ and the Muslim 
League have replied ‘ We w ill support you 
bu t do not allow the Congress (H indus) to 
form  a cen tra l governm ent in which we 
would have a  hopeless m inority .’ Mr. 
Jam es said  th a t the M uslim s’ fe a r  of com­
plete control fa lling  into the hands of the 
Congress is so g rea t th a t  it h as  to  be seen 
a t close q u a rte rs  to be believed. The 
Viceroy has m ade his reply to these groups, 
and w hile it h as  eased the  fe a rs  of the 
m inorities if h as  set the  Congress into a

ferm ent. No one knows quite w hat will 
happen now bu t it seems very likely th a t 
the Congress m inorities w ill resign in the 
Provinces and  perhaps even launch a non- 
co-operation movement coupled w ith  civil 
disobedience. You can im agine the chaos 
th a t  would resu lt, fo r in the Provinces Con­
gress G overnm ents have been carry ing  
th rough th e ir  own policies fo r two years 
now and  m anaging th e ir  own finances. I t  
w ill be a severe s tra in  on the ad m in is tra ­
tion a t  Delhi to have to  take  these over 
now. We a re  likely to have some trouble 
even in the  N ative S ta tes fo r during the 
la s t two years the1 B ritish  Ind ia  Congress, 
con tra ry  to th e ir  election assurances, have 
been in te rfe rin g  w ith  the  in ternal affairs 
of the  S ta tes by encouraging agita tion  for 
constitu tional reform . In  T ravancore th is 
h as  led to rio ts  a t  T rav an d ru n  (the 
cap ita l) and other places, and on many 
occasions the G overnm ent have had to en­
force the C rim inal Law Amendment Act 
w hereby a g ita to rs  can be im prisoned for 
speeches, etc., w hich m ight cause d is tu r­
bances. I  am a fra id  th a t  M ahatm a 
G andhi’s ideal of non-violence is too lofty 
fo r m ost of his follow ers especially when 
file com m unal elem ent is present. .Mean­
w hile we m ust ju s t aw a it events, and the 
E uropean  com m unity a t least have g rea t 
confidence in the  Viceroy and g rea t 
sym pathy  fo r him in the trem endous task  
w hich he is try ing  to ca rry  out of sw inging 
In d ia ’s whole resources and support into 
the struggle .”

M A R R IA G E S .

HARR— A LE X A N D E R .— At St. Columbn Church, 
Kilmacolm, 011 Wednesday, l l t l i  October. 19.‘!9, 
by the Rev. .T, Y. Campbell, M.A., assistant to 
ttie Rev. W. I. H. Marr, M.A., B.Sc., Archibald 
.Tohn Holmes, younger son of tlie late .Tolm C. 
Barr and of Mrs. Isabella Holmes Barr, 
Hermiston, Kilmacolm, to Grizel Purdie, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ii. Glassford 
Alexander, Radian, Kilmacolm.

TINDAL-—JAM ES.— At Eastwood Parish Church, 
Glasgow, 011 10th June, 1939, by the Rev. 
Thomas Harper, B.D., Ph.D., S.T.M., John 
Pinkerton Tindal, chartered accountant, son of 
Dr. and Mrs. Andrew S. Tindal, 56 Newlands 
Road, Glasgow, to Margaret Catherine, only 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. James. ■'!(! 
Lochlea Road, Newlands, Glasgow.


