


But you will be allowed to come back next year, Ryan.

The evening sta rts  to look up for Mr Kitson

S C lub 's m ilitary wing

I had it modelled on your barnet, Oli. i a  .l
Oh, God. He still h a sn 't  shaved that beard off.

OK, so  you 'd  prefer the fire-eating

io, you think we m ight have to invest in a better lawn mower, Bruce?

Hunter k iller?
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2 t he  S t r a t h a l l i a n  0 1 - 0 2 captains of school
D uring  th e  fin a l w eeks o f th e  su m m e r te rm , I w as fre g u e n tly  
asked th e  g u e s tio n  "A re  you glad you did it? "

_

2 0 0 1 -2 0 0 2  was a good year. The increasing 
e f fo r t  m ade by pup ils  was re fle c te d  in th e  
h igh s tandards  th a t w ere ach ieved over 
a w ide  range o f even ts. It seem s th a t Mr. 
Th om p so n ’s w eekly  req u e s t/su g g e s tio n  
to  "a im  h igh " did no t on ly  provide  a source 
o f e n te rta in m e n t, bu t was a lso taken on 
board by many.

It was a p riv ileg e  to  be a t S tra tha lla n  and, 
like everyone I was given many opportun ities.
I am proud to  have been Head G irl and 
am sure th a t th e  skills  I p ractised  -  such 
as ne go tia ting  and being d ip lo m a tic  - w ill 
be useful to  me in the  fu tu re . I feel th a t 
du ring  my last th ree  te rm s  I learned ju s t as 
much ou ts ide  th e  c lassroom  as inside it, and 
dealing w ith  d iffe re n t s itua tio ns  ta u g h t me a 
lo t. The advantages o f th e  pos ition  d e fin ite ly  
ou tw e ighed the  disadvantages, one o f which 
was having a w eekly m ee ting  a t 7 :45 on a 
M onday m orn ing .

I was ve ry  fo rtu n a te  in receiv ing he lp and 
encouragem ent in any jobs  th a t had to  be 
done o r ideas th a t w ere pu t fo rw a rd . I w ould 
like to  th ank  the  P refects  fo r the  tim e  they  
gave up do ing th e ir  duties, th e  s ta ff fo r th e ir  
w isdom  and advice (and pizzas in Mr. Barnes' 
case), and W oody fo r  rem ain ing  sane during  
th e  s tressfu l tim es. Last, bu t no t least, a big 
th ank  you to  all th e  pupils  fo r be ing pa tien t, 
s upp o rtive  and coopera tive  w ith  changes 
th a t took  place over th e  y e a r .

I w ish all the  best to  Am elia and Calum and 
hope they  en joy Upper S ixth as m uch as I did.
I am certa in  they  w ill se ttle  in well to  th e ir  new 
role - Speech Day isn 't th a t bad by the  way.

Am I glad I did it?  Yes, I am.

Laura Kotseroglou

Jonathan Woodrow

It was a p r i v i l e g e  to  be 
at  S t r a t h a l l a n  and,  l i ke e v e r y o n e ,  

I was g i v e n  m a n y  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .



staf f  notes t h e  S t r a t h a l l i a n  0 1 - 0 2  3

It  is In e v ita b le  in a su ccess fu l school th a t  th e re  w ill be a n u m b er o f ch anges to  s ta ff. 
A fte r  c o m p a ra tiv e ly  few  ch anges in th e  la s t tw o  or so ye ars , we have said goodbye to  
a nu m b er o f co lleagues to  p ro m o tio n , to  new  ch a lle n g es  or to  re t ire m e n t.

A t C hristm as Claudia Pillar, w ho achieved exce llen t s tandards in 
Germ an and produced some m em orab le  plays, re tu rne d  to  G erm any 
and was rep laced by A lice Young, an experienced and able teacher 
whom  we m anaged to  en tice  back to  S tra tha llan  a fte r  she had 
previous ly  fille d  in fo r  C laudia.

A t Easter Lyn Sm ith no t on ly  com p le ted an ou ts ta n d in g ly  successful 
season as coach o f th e  1st XI Hockey Team, bu t also b ro ug h t down 
the  cu rta in  on a career a t S tra tha lla n  du ring  w hich she b ro ug h t her 
exacting s tandards and fu ll com m itm en t to  G irls Games, Thornbank 
House and la tte rly  the role o f Senior Mistress, Registrar and Marketing. 
She has jo ined  th e  s ta ff a t Queen V ic to ria  School, Dunblane, as 
Assis tant Head w ith  respo ns ib ility  fo r  Pastoral Care. Audrey  Sime, 
who has in te rn a tio n a l experience in Hockey, bo th  as a coach and a 
player, jo ined  the  s ta ff a t th e  beginn ing o f th e  sum m er te rm  in the 
new role o f D irecto r o f Sport. Audrey has responsib ility  fo r overseeing 
all aspects o f th e  p rovis ion  o f games, fix tu res , hea lth -re la ted  fitness, 
fac ilities , and ac tiv it ies .

In a board ing school the  w ork o f a H ousem aster and his w ife  are 
centra l to  the  lives o f the pupils. In thanking Charles and Lesley Court 
fo r  th e ir  e leven years in Freeland and Bill and Anne Colley fo r  th e ir  
five  years in Riley, we recognise the huge am ount o f tim e, e ffo rt, 
com m itm en t and care w hich th e y  have shown. Charles has overseen 
a num ber o f generations o f pupils in Freeland and established a unique 
s ty le  and system  o f supp o rt w hich have been m assive ly apprecia ted  
by th e  pupils. We are fo rtu n a te  th a t Charles rem ains w ith  us on the 
s ta ff and w ill have a li t t le  m ore  tim e  to  devote to  his English teaching, 
Rugby coaching, C lay Pigeon S hooting  and o th e r en thusiasm s. Bill 
and Anne have supervised th e  fo rm a tive  years o f recen t gene ra tions  
in R iley House and Bill has, in ad d ition , been an ou ts tan d in g  te acher of 
Geography, at one stage also running the  D epartm ent very successfully. 
To Bill and Anne go o u r ve ry  best w ishes as th e y  take over th e  New 
School a t B utte rs tone.

Andrew  Tod has been in charge o f the  H is to ry  D epartm en t fo r some 
ten years and his scholarship and range o f expertise in th is  area have 
been appa rent and have insp ired a love o f H is to ry  in m any pupils.
His c o n trib u tio n , however, goes fa r beyond th is  and he was a tru e  
schoolm aster, invo lved in pastora l work, and ready to  supp o rt the 
pupils in a w ide range o f ac tiv it ies ; his m ost recent "new ly  discovered 
expe rtise " was as basketball coord ina tor. His pub lisher w ill now have 
fre e  re in to  pressure him fo r the  com p le tion  o f The H igh land  Lady.
The exce llent rep u ta tio n  and fine  resu lts  achieved in th e  M odern 
Languages D epartm en t over recent years bear te s tim o ny  to  the 
leadersh ip  o f Ja n e t W atson, w ho has seen standards rise th roug h  
her hard w ork  and personal exam ple. The p o p u la rity  and v ib rancy of 
languages, a t a tim e when others elsewhere are s trugg ling  to  m aintain 
th is  area o f study, are a m a tte r o f s ign ifican t p ride  in th is  context. 
R ichard F itzs im m ons and Carol Duncan take over the  H is to ry  and 
M odern Languages D epartm ents  respective ly.

The range and qu a lity  o f m usic in the  school has been ou ts tand ing  
and it  is ve ry  m uch to  the  c re d it o f David Read th a t it plays such a 
large part in the life o f so m any pupils a t S tra tha llan and gives so much 
pleasure to  the w hole com m unity. David re tu rns  south having achieved 
his a im  to  place m usic a t the  cen tre  o f the  life  o f th e  school. Also 
leaving the  G eography D epartm en t is its  Head, Debbie Carr, w ho has 
also been invo lved in oversee ing m any Duke o f Edinburgh exped itions 
and p lay ing a fu ll role, m uch apprecia ted , as a tu to r  in Thornbank 
House. Testament to  Liz England's inpu t and success is th a t S tra tha llan 
girls  have won the Independent Schools Netball Championships in each

of th e  nine years in w hich they  have taken pa rt. She has been fu lly  
com m itted  in all areas o f the school teaching Geography, being Tutor 
in Riley House and overseeing all the  Netball in th e  school. Sinead Ni Rian 
and Colin R a itt have bo th  ta u g h t in the  Physics D epartm en t fo r tw o 
years and we are g ra te fu l to  them  fo r th e ir  supp o rt o f the  pupils, th e ir  
invo lvem ent in W oodlands and Riley House respective ly  and a range o f 
o the r ex tra -cu rricu la r activ ities . Colin's tim e  overseeing the  sailing has 
been p a rtic u la rly  successful in w inn ing  a na tiona l cham pionship.

To rep lace these m em bers o f s ta ff we are de ligh ted to  w elcom e a 
sign ifican t num ber o f new colleagues who bring fresh experience and 
ideas fu rth e r to  supplem ent the S tra tha llan m ix. Peter and Judy  Bush, 
w ho take over R iley House, re tu rn  to  Scotland a fte r  some e igh teen 
years in Kenya, du ring  the  last e igh t o f w hich Peter has been 
H eadm aster o f th e  Banda School. An experienced J u n io r School 
teacher and a coach o f all th e  main sports  he is in an excellent position 
to  bu ild  on the  success o f R iley House. Com ing even fu rthe r, a lthough  
having spent some th ree  years o r so in Scotland, are Austra lians Simon 
Shepherd and his w ife, Susan, w ho have taken over Freeland House. 
Sim on, w ho teaches Geography, has been Assis tan t H ousem aster at 
S tew art's  M elv ille  and has experience in the  CCF, o u td o o r ac tiv it ies , 
and a fte r s ta rtin g  w ith  A us tra lian  ru les and hockey, has picked up a 
range o f sports  as he has trave lled . He has even th rea tene d  to  jo in  
the H eadm aster in a row ing boat.

W ith c u rren t experience as D irec to r of the  Scottish Schools Orchestra, 
the P itloch ry  Festival C hoir and recen tly  Housem aster and D irec to r o f 
Music a t Rannoch School, Neil M etcalfe takes over as D irec to r o f Music. 
He has a w ide range o f experience and an in terest in all types o f music, 
pu tting  him in an excellent pos ition  to  bu ild fu r th e r  on the  im portance 
o f the  subject in the  life o f S tra tha llan  pupils. Dr S tu a rt Downhill, who 
was a le c tu re r at the  U n ivers ity  o f M anchester and Warden in the 
residential halls at UMIST w ill bring excellent experience o f the university 
w orld  as he takes over the  G eography D epartm ent and deals w ith  a 
s lig h tly  younger c liente le . He w ill also be a res id en tia l tu to r  in R uthven 
House. His ex tens ive  experience o f rugby and karate w ill bring a d iffe ren t 
challenge to  pupils' lives. The M athem atics D epartm ent w ill also be under 
new stewardship as John  Burgess sw itches to  the  Physics D epartm ent. 
Angus Weir, w ho previous ly  ta ugh t a t S tewart's  M elville College, in 
ad d ition  to  his expertise  in M athem atics w ill also, w ith  his handicap of 
one, im prove the standard o f s ta ff golf. Also re flecting the in ternationa l 
dim ension o f S tra tha llan  are Gavin B atte rham  who, while  o rig in a lly  from  
Derbyshire, jo ins us fro m  W arw ick Academ y in Berm uda where he was 
Head of the  Physics D epartm ent and brings a pa rticu la r in te rest in 
fo o tb a ll and o th e r sports. Stephanie Balent, w ho comes fro m  the  South 
o f France, has been in Scotland studying  a t S tirling  and S tra thc lyde 
and jo ins  th e  M odern  Languages D ep a rtm en t. Her in te re s t in o u td o o r 
ac tiv it ies  and th e  pastora l life  o f the  school -  she w ill be res ident tu to r  
in W oodlands -  means th a t she is very m uch looking fo rw ard  to  jo in ing  
a board ing school. From Slovakia comes Jan Klapis w ho is th is  year's 
teaching assistant and w ill be jo in ing  K atherine Vosmekova in provid ing 
extra supp ort fo r those pupils whose firs t language is no t English. BKT



Debbie Carr
Debbie joined S tra tha llan  in 19 98 , soon a fte r  she qua lified  as 
a te acher and some tim e  a fte r  the  a llu re  o f the  pe tro-chem ica l 
in d u s try  had becom e ta rn ished  by oil rig  and urban life.

Her no-nonsense approach to  geography soon won over th e  sceptics 
in bo th  c lassroom  and com m on room  and she set s tandards fo r herse lf 
th a t o the rs  found hard to  asp ire  to , le t a lone m atch. Debbie's p lanning 
and de live ry  were im m acu late, he r en thusiasm  fo r he r subject 
insatiable , and her d e te rm in a tio n  to  ensure th a t he r charges succeed, 
unw avering and fo rce fu l; qua lities  recognised by th e  Hesadm aster 
as those no t on ly  o f a s ta ff m em ber essentia l in a school such as 
S tra tha llan , bu t o f som eone w ho could o ffe r m uch a t a h igher level 
and it was no t long be fore  she 'stepped-up ' to  becom e head o f what 
was, a t th a t tim e  one o f th e  la rgest d e pa rtm e n ts  in th e  s c h o o l.

W hether in leading the 
de pa rtm e n t th ro u g h  the 
tr ia ls  and tr ib u la tio n s  
o f H igher S till, he r ju n io r 
d ivers th roug h  the  m urky 
depths  o f Oban Sound, 
o r he r tu tees  th roug h  
the  m yriad ecce n tric itie s  
o f UCAS and co llege 
app lica tion , Debbie could 
always be re lied upon to  
achieve th e  ve ry  highest 
s tandards possible.

Her co n trib u tio n s  w ill 
be sadly m issed in the 
m onths ahead and we 
wish her well as she 
em barks on a new career 
a t Edinburgh Academy.

WAC

Bill and Anne Colley
'S ir W illiam ' arrived a t S tra tha llan  in th e  days o f the  Youth 
O pp o rtu n ity  Scheme and pupils  could spot a 'yo ppe r' w hen th e y  saw 
one and th e  name, as well as a ha stily  g row n m oustache, stuck. On 
being asked if he was do ing an yth ing  in te re s ting  d u ring  his f irs t ha lf 
te rm  break Bill rep lied, 'N o t really. J u s t go ing dow n south fo r  a few  
days.' I s till do n 't know  w he the r Anne shared ou r su rp rise  and de ligh t 
when she re tu rn e d  w ith  h im  as his new w ife. They made th e ir  hom e 
in Perth, which fo r Bill was 10 o r so m iles and a few  h ills  away on his 
b icycle. There and back, th e re  and back fo r Riley du ties, ac tiv it ies ,
C.C.F. 's igna ls ' exercises and an y th ing  else go ing on ly  seemed to  be 
a p e rfe c tly  su rm o un tab le  challenge to  his appa ren tly  in de fa tigab le  
na ture . Many years later, when he inexp licab ly  took  up runn ing , it 
su rprised nobody th a t th e  result was a pa ir o f 'Green Flash' tennis  
shoes leaving m any a ve te ran in th e ir  s lip  s tream  on such luna tic  
ventures  as th e  'B ucha ille  Dash' and various road m arathons.

In addition to  his Riley House duties, Bill taugh t Geography th roughout 
the  school and Economics in the  s ix th  fo rm . A fte r some years of 
s h ift in g  te c to n ic  p lates and Pareto's op tim a litie s , his s till recent youth  
called him  away fro m  S tra tha llan  to  rev is it a s ite  he had com e across 
w h ils t on a cycle ride  as a s tudent: several thousand fee t up in the 
A lpu ja rras  in sou the rn  Spain. The schem e was to  bu ild a house w ith  
his own hands -  year one -  to  live as e ffic ie n tly  as possib le o ff the 
land -  years one and tw o  -  and to  su rv ive  year th ree  having go t over 
the  novelty. Typically, Bill and Anne made a huge success of w hat 
becam e m ore th an  an expe rim ent. The sounds o f th e  local w ords w ith  
w hich he described th e  n e the r reg ions of pigs w ere as im press ive as 
the  a rtic les  them selves. Having rea lised th e  plan in its  en tire ty , they 
re tu rne d  to  Scotland w ith  th e ir  young son, Calum.

Happy years a t Rannoch School passed be fore they  re tu rne d  to  
S tra tha llan  as depu ty  housem aster and housem istress o f Riley w ith  
the  ad d ition  o f tw ins, Lucy and Euan. Then came head o f Geography 
fo r Bill and s h o rtly  after, Bill and Anne took  over and cared fo r Riley, 
fo u g h t th ro u g h  the  ve il o f ignorance o f the  previous in cum bent and 
d ig ita lised , com pute rised  and genera lly  kept th e  House abreast o f the  
w orld . A fte r five  years, th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  develop B ill’s in s tinc ts  and 
in te rests  a t B u tte rs tone  New School as headm aste r proved irres is tib le , 
as did  the  o p p o rtu n ity  fo r Anne to  pursue her own teach ing  and to  
c reate  ye t an o th e r garden o f endless abundance and fe r tili ty . To all 
o f them : good luck and happy weekends!

AT

DEEP END 
METRES

a n o t h e r  g a r d e n  o f  e n d l e s s  a b u n d a n c e  and  f e r t i l i t y .
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Liz England
Few more dedicated teachers w ill have ta u g h t a t S tra tha lla n  over 
the  last few  decades, and de pa rtm e n t, House and school have lost 
a fine  teacher, insp ira tion a l coach and dedicated tu to r.

Liz w ill always rise to  a challenge and many years ago, when asked to  
help w ith  netball, applied herse lf to  the task w ith  characte ris tic  diligence 
and determ ination . Her record since then speaks fo r itse lf and her team  
was one o f the most feared a t th is  level th roug ho u t Scotland. R eturning 
w ith  the  Senior Schools' Netball Trophy fo r th e  n in th  successive year,
Liz, a ffected a blas6 a ir th a t foo led only those who did no t know her 
well enough to  de tect a pride, no t in her own success, but fo r the girls  
who had worked so hard over the  w in te r m onths.

If Houses speak volumes about those who inhabit them , then classrooms 
do th e  same fo r  teachers and L iz ’s room ; ordered, w ell-p lanned and 
m e ticu lous ly  tidy, w ith  space set aside fo r random  acts o f bizarre 
spontaneity, it  m igh t well te ll o f the  teacher and tu to r  no longer w ith  
th e  school. Where I w ou ld use paper and board m arkers, Liz w ou ld use 
p lastic ine, e lastic  bands and jelly, and som ehow I begin to  understand 
now why pupils trooped  to  he r lessons w ith  a spring in th e ir  step, 
w here m ine brough t p illows under th e ir  arms.

As a Riley tu to r  Liz always placed the pupil f irs t and eschewed nonsense 
fo r  com m onsense; expediency fo r the  com m on good. She was always 
the re  when we needed her and pu t h e a rt and soul in to  all th a t she did.

In leaving S tra tha llan  to  broaden her ho rizons  elsewhere, Liz leaves 
a fo rm id ab le  legacy to  House, de pa rtm e n t and school, and we wish 
her well in w ha tever challenges lie ahead.

WAC

W he r e  I w o u l d  use p a p e r  and 
b o a r d  m a r k e r s ,  Liz w o u l d  use 

p l a s t i c i n e ,  e l a s t i c  b an d s  and  je l l y .

David Read FRCO
The sum m er of 2 0 0 2  sees th e  d e p a rtu re  o f Head o f Music 
David Read. Since a rr iv in g  a t th e  school in 1996, David has overseen 
num erous deve lopm ents in th e  m usic de pa rtm e n t. His f irs t task was 
to  see the  de pa rtm e n t insta lled in renovated room s in th e  main 
bu ild ing ; the  co rpo ra te  base fro m  w hich m usic was to  pour.

The im proved fa c ility  allowed David g re a tly  to  expand academ ic 
s tudy  in music, and provide  a centre  fo r m usica l investiga tions, 
bo th  practica l and th eo re tica l.

David is a f irs t  class m usic ian , and a Fellow o f th e  Royal S oc ie ty  of 
O rgan is ts. He has, in a d d itio n , a love o f th e  g re a t chora l tra d itio n s  
o f th is  is land, and has w orked tire le ss ly  to  deve lop th e  c h o ir in to  
th e  fin e  body th a t it is now  acknow ledged to  be. Trips to  the  g re a t 
ca thedra ls  fo rm ed  an annual focus in th is  w ork; York, Carlisle, L incoln, 
Selby and the  m a gn ificen t Norm an p ile  o f Durham  fe a tu rin g  on the 
lis t o f v is its.

David was not, however, a t all tim es in su ffe ra b ly  h ighbrow  and was a 
key fig u re  in School m usica l p roductions  ; Guys & Dolls, L itt le  Shop of 
H orrors , Godspell and R eturn to  the  Forbidden Planet, all received the 
David Read touch. He and his fa m ily  have been ve ry  m uch p a rt o f the 
fa b ric  o f the  school; his w ife  Sarah w ork ing  as a phys io the rap is t at 
S tra tha llan , and th e ir  ch ild ren  a tten d in g  the  school.

Socially, David was a qu ie t bu t in tense man, w ith  a passion fo r 
Fordson tra c to rs , an exam ple o f w hich he o ften  parked ou ts ide  the 
main bu ild ing . We w ish him  well in his new post, and hope th a t 
fa m ily  and tra c to r  en joy the  m ove south.

CS



Lyn J. Smith
H aving ta u g h t fo r  some nine years a t Laure l Bank School, Glasgow,
Lyn jo ined  th e  S tra tha lla n  S ta ff in August 1987 as M istress in Charge 
o f G irls Games. It was im m e d ia te ly  appa ren t th a t she was de term ined 
to  set he r s tandards high and th a t she recognised th e  p o ten tia l fo r 
deve lop ing a f irs t class games program m e, bu ild ing  on the  found a tion s  
la id by the  g irls ' games staff.

Em bracing th e  s trands o f good q u a lity  and bread th, a long w ith  her 
able g roup  o f colleagues, Lyn gu ided and nu rtu re d  th e  then em bryon ic  
g ir ls ’ games p rogram m e th ro u g h  its  in fancy  and adolescence to  ensure 
th a t it has em erged as arguab ly  the  s trongest p rogram m e a t any 
school (sing le sex o r co-educationa l) in Scotland.

Lyn has th e  in s tin c t to  id e n tify  ta le n t in he r charges, creates the  
d isc ip lined, s tru c tu re d  fram ew ork  in which th is  can blossom  and worked 
tire le ss ly  in the  p u rsu it o f elevated standards, bo th  fo r ind iv idua l pupils 
and team s. Her p a rtic u la r passion fo r Hockey saw th e  S tra tha lla n  G irls 
team  cons is ten tly  a t th e  to p  o f M idlands D is tr ic t C om petitions  and, 
rem arkab ly, g iven th e  re la tive ly  ve ry  sm all num ber o f g irls  fro m  which 
to  select, a t N ational Level, bo th  indoors and ou t. S tra tha lla n  g irls  have 
gained N ational R epresenta tive H onours w ith  Scotland on a cons is ten t 
basis. These ach ievem ents speak fo r  them selves.

C haracteris tica lly , w h ils t do ing all o f th is, Lyn s im u ltaneous ly  managed 
to  teach C om puting  fo r a tim e, had a no tab ly  successful 6  years as the 
firs t Housem istress o f T hornbank and la tte rly , was prom o ted  to  Senior 
M istress (ano ther f irs t fo r S tra tha llan ) w ith  a rem it fo r  Adm issions 
and M arketing.

La tte rly , it was ev ident th a t Lyn had a desire to  w ork  m ore c lose ly  w ith  
the  pupils in areas ad d ition a l to  games. This led her to  he r successful 
app lica tion  fo r th e  post o f Assis tant Head Teacher, w ith  a p a rtic u la r

Good h u m o u r e d  and res i l ient ,  
Lyn could  a lways be rel ied upon 
to be s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  and 
u n c o m p r o m i s in g  of  her  conv i c t i ons .

rem it fo r pastora l care, a t Oueen V ic to ria  School, Dunblane, w here 
she jo ins  fo rm e r co lleague a t S tra tha llan  and present Headmaster, 
Brian Raine.

Good hum oured and res ilien t, Lyn could always be re lied upon to 
be s tra ig h tfo rw a rd  and uncom prom is ing  o f he r conv ic tions  in her 
re la tionsh ips  w ith  bo th  s ta ff and pupils; qua lities  w hich cannot bu t 
be m issed by the  School. We wish Lyn every success and happiness 
in th is  new phase o f he r career.

DJB

Janet  Watson
Ja n e t W atson cam e to  S tra tha lla n  in 1988 fro m  the  Isle o f Skye 
long be fore a road b ridge was bu ilt and long be fore  th e  iden tica l 
tw in  b ro th e r o f a fe llow  co lleague a t P ortree  also jo ined  the  sta ff.
She had been appo in ted Head o f M odern Languages, w hich a t th a t 
tim e  consis ted o f French and Germ an, bu t a lleged ly  she also b ro ug h t 
w ith  he r a q u a lifica tio n  in Russian.

Jane t qu ick ly  set abou t reo rgan is ing  the  de pa rtm e n t, p lacing a grea t 
em phasis on th e  spoken word. For v is ito rs  to  the  de pa rtm e n t, be they  
H eadm asters, p rospective  parents, pupils o r colleagues, th is  m eant 
a b rush ing  up on basic sentence c o n s tru c tio n  be fore  knocking on the  
do o r as all conversation  th e re a fte r w ou ld no t be conducted in English.

R e t i r e m e n t  s o u n d s  i d y l l i c  bu t  
t o  r e t i r e  to  y o u r  o w n  p l ace  in 
t h e  sun is a d r e a m  c o m e  t r u e .

As a self-confessed non-gam es player, Ja n e t took on the  lib ra ry  and 
ea rly  in th e  9 0 s  spent Tuesday, Thursday and S aturday a fte rn oon s  
re -ca ta logu ing books and adding in a com pute rised lend ing system .

S ta ffing  changes in th e  de p a rtm e n t th ro u g h  re tire m e n t and new 
rem its  allowed fo r the  in tro d u c tio n  o f Spanish and Russian and 
a redeve lopm en t o f the  language b lock to  in co rpo ra te  language 
la bo ra to ry  type  fa c ilitie s  in all room s.

Septem ber 1989 saw th e  com p le tion  o f a second board ing  house 
fo r g irls  and Jane t s tepped in as a House Tutor. She has seen at 
least a coup le o f gene ra tions  th ro u g h  Thornbank, several tu to rs ,
3 Housem istresses and 1 set o f Houseparents. To my knowledge,
Jane t covered S aturday n igh ts  every week, every year over a t least 
a 12 year pe riod . I always found Jane t ve ry  pro fessional and caring 
in he r dealings w ith  the  g irls  and she c e rta in ly  was a great supp ort 
to  me in my tim e  as H ousem istress.

H olidays over the  last few  years du ring  her career at S tra tha llan  have 
been spent in France renova ting  her cu rre n t home. R etirem ent sounds 
idy llic  bu t to  re tire  to  you r own place in th e  sun is a dream  com e true. 
Bonne chance  to  Jane t, Angus and th e ir  3 sons.

Lyn Sm ith
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. . .what  one  r e m e m b e r s  is his 
g e n e r o s i t y ;  g e n e r o s i t y  b o t h  
of  s p i r i t  and  o f  t i me .

Dr Andrew Tod
All colleagues and pupils  fo rtu n a te  enough to  have fa llen under the 
in fluence of, o r w ith , th e  'Good D oc to r' w ill have th e ir  own m em ories, 
possib ly o f a ce rta in  ecce n tr ic ity ; a re feree ing  pe rfo rm ance  in w hich 
s topw atch was subs titu te d  by a la rm  clock; a b lackboard covered w ith  
in te llec tu a l re ferences a p a rt fro m  a sacred c o rne r ha rbo urin g  a dodo 
draw n by a sm all child; long-d is tance tra ve l equipped on ly  w ith  a 
to o th b ru sh  and the  inev itab le  p lastic  bag fu ll o f books. Yet, a lthough  
'Toddy' has g iven us m om ents o f pure joy, never has he been a figu re  
o f fun . W ith his ou ts tand ing  teach ing and to ta l com m itm en t, th a t could 
never be th e  case. He has run  a de pa rtm e n t, been an essentia l House 
T u tor and a serious hockey coach. O utside th e  School he has been an 
exam iner and a published e d ito r and author. Nevertheless, w ha t one 
rem em bers is his generos ity ; gene ros ity  bo th o f s p ir it and o f tim e. 
W hether w ith  O xbridge cand idates o r w ith  III set 4, w ith  J u n io r Colts 
A o r 3rd XI g irls ' hockey, w ith  R iley c ricke t, e a rly -m orn ing  sw im m ers, 
confused colleagues o r puzzled pupils, his response was th e  same.
No request fo r he lp  was ever refused.

If a ll th is  sounds a b it to o  m uch like an ob itua ry , make no m istake.
The 'H igh land Lady ' beckons once again, as does th e  cham pioning 
o f th e  sem i-co lon and the  subo rd ina te  clause. From O xford to  the 
O xford Bar, fro m  K illybegs even, dare one say it, to  B ayreuth many 
w ill con tinue  to  be enriched by th e  do c to r 's  w it, w isdom  and warm  
company. One can on ly  hope th a t the  odd m om ent can be spared 
fo r Forgandenny v is its  fo r th is  tru e  'gen tlem an and scho la r'.

RJW P



It was hard not to  recall form er glories as the great and the good, 
parents and pupils, and the odd howling infant, th is last expressing a 
desire th a t many o f us felt, but stifled, were once again shepherded in to 
an oversized scout ten t in o rder to  pay homage to  the achievements of 
the past year. We were qu ickly rem inded, indeed, by ou r guest speaker, 
o f past g lories when he prefaced his own rem arks w ith  the in fo rm ation  
th a t he had been feeling s ingularly pleased to  have been invited to  speak 
to  the assembly until the m om ent he discovered who it was th a t had 
filled the post the previous year.

P rofessor Colin Bell FRSE, FRSA, AcSS, P rincipa l and V ice-C hancellor 
o f the  U n ivers ity  o f S tirling , if no t possessed o f the  a rm o u ry  o f the 
professional com ic was a t least well provided w ith  th a t o f the distinguished 
academic and experienced a fte r-d inner speaker, and acquitted him self well 
w ith  a num ber of amusing anecdotes th a t leant heavily upon Royalty's not, 
always, easy association w ith  his institu tion . Whilst it is tru e  tha t the Duke 
of Edinburgh's likes and dislikes (grey squirrels and GM crops - go on, try  
and w ork ou t which is a like o r a dislike) already enjoy a high public profile 
thanks to  his own tire less e ffo rts  and those o f the  Fourth Estate, it isn't 
qu ite so o ften th a t you find yourself actually  sharing them . A distaste fo r 
chewing-gum once i t ’s found its way onto a pavement, however, is surely 
som ething th a t even Guardian readers couldn 't take exception to. We were 
lucky as well th a t Prof. Bell was ready to  risk regal disapproval and even 
the  m igh t of ancient s ta tu te  in o rder to  report one o f HRH Queen Elizabeth 
M's rem arks on the m ore recent o f her tw o visits to  Stirling. It appears tha t 
she enjoyed the second ra ther more than the firs t. The professor w ent on 
to  express regret th a t so few o f ou r pupils chose to  study at S tirling and 
the sincere hope tha t th is s itua tion m ight change as a result o f his visit.

The Headmaster addressed the assembly, as headmasters must, on the 
subject o f the  School’s considerable achievements over the preceding year. 
These were many, and Bruce Thompson leavened th is po ten tia lly  rather 
heavy m ixture  w ith  an account of his possible job  prospects should he 
decide to leave us at short notice. If his audience thought th a t he m ight 
be be tte r o ff building bus-shelters than being at the helm of one of 
Scotland's leading independent schools, they were keeping th e ir counsel. 
He professed him self delighted to  be able to  m ention, yet again, w hat has 
become his catchphrase, and cheerfu lly  enjo ined tha t the pupils in the 
audience (at least, I th ink  it was th e  pupils) "a im  higher".

David Pighills, Chairman o f the Board o f Governors, welcomed some 
newcomers to  th a t august assembly, and if he was missing his sparring 
pa rtne r from  the previous year he had at least not missed the op po rtun ity  
to  note down a few o f his jokes. It is on ly thanks to  his very public leak 
th a t we now know the exact am ount o f the school's annual budget fo r 
w ater-divin ing.

The Captains o f School, Laura Kotse rog lou  and Jona tha n  Woodrow, 
acquitted themselves in a style which is becoming a tra d ition  o f S tra tha llan 
Speech Days by tu rn in g  o u t a w itty  and pe rceptive  de m o lit ion  o f the  
Boarding Houses. Laura was even up to  th e  task o f an occasional 
im p ro m p tu  joke, and a ltho ug h  th e re  w asn 't any actua l heck ling I'm 
pre tty  certa in she w ou ldn 't have had any trouble dealing w ith  th a t either.

Now, who were the really great and good? Let me te ll you. No less a 
person than th e  charm ing and te rrify ing ly  in te lligent Dux o f School,
J indra Z itek tu rned up to  grace the proceedings, accompanied by his 
equally charm ing family, w ith , in the  offing, Mark Stringer, s im ilarly 
attended. It w on 't come as any surprise to  anyone who knew o r taught 
J indra th a t he went from  here to  LSE to  be awarded a scholarship as 
the outstanding student o f his year. His fam ily  had come all the way 
from  the Czech Republic to  see th e ir  son receive his laurels and we 
are sure th a t they enjoyed both the gentle  Scottish w eather and the 
hosp ita lity  of, am ongst others, Dr. Tod. W hether they also enjoyed Mr. 
C ourt’s chid ing o f J indra fo r his apparent com plete abandonm ent, since 
leaving S tratha llan, of any pretence a t an English accent is not recorded.

Mark Stringer, meanwhile, was keen to  continue his education on the 
subject o f edib le and inedible fungi at the hands of Mr. Peter Keir; one 
which began in Riley House and has never really stopped since. Giant 
pu ffba ll (Calvatia g igantea) is recognised about the school grounds and 
Mark was happy to  have a couple o f examples pointed out to  him just 
outs ide W. Leitch & Co's splendid canvas edifice.

Now,  w h o  w e r e  t h e  r e a l l y  
g r e a t  and  g o o d ?  
Let  me te l l  you. . .



as ever,  
ou t .

The M a r i n e s  were ,  
i m p e c c a b l y  t u r n e d

The Pipe Band put on th e ir by now en tire ly  expected high standard of 
perform ance. This was a really excellent display, not in the least detracted 
from  by the re lative youth and inexperience o f many o f the band members, 
no r by the  fact th a t they  w eren 't being con tinuous ly  re freshed by ra in fa ll 
w h ils t p e rfo rm in g . The M arines were, as ever, im peccab ly  tu rn e d  ou t. 
The ir precise du ties  a t Speech Day are a m ys te ry  to  me, as th e y  have 
been since I firs t witnessed th is  timeless ceremony, but w hatever it is tha t 
they do is carried out w ith  grace, ap lom b and a level of d iscretion which 
will ensure th a t it rem ains a m ystery fo r the foreseeable fu ture.

In all, th is was a splendid occasion more than adequately supported by the 
e ffo rts  of the catering team. Parents came, listened appreciatively, adm ired 
the  art, DT and com puting  displays and took th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  express 
them selves un res tra ined ly  w h ils t bu ttonho ling  th e ir  ch ildren 's  teachers 
and s im u ltaneously  en joying the  bu ffe t. The sun had gone down on yet 
another successful year at Strathallan.

EGK

r
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F r ee l and
The pow er of th e  m ia s m a  of susp ic ion  and m is tru s t to  c re a te  d is a rra y  w here  th e re  
should be purpose and p rogress. It  has th e  pow er to  con ju re  m o n s te rs  in p laces  
th a t  a re  no t hom e to  th e m .

This October I will drive down to  Durham and drop my son o ff
to  begin his new, independent life  as a s tudent. There w ill be ce rta in  
m isg iv ings but, in the  end, I m ust tru s t th a t all w ill go fo rw a rd . His 
deve lop ing sense o f se lf has gone hand-in-hand w ith  my having to  
le t go o f the  re ins o f his life  -  th e  f irs t tim e  he went ou t to  p lay on his 
own; the  f irs t tim e  he took  to  th e  fie lds w ith  on ly  his gun fo r  com pany; 
th e  f irs t v is it to  Perth 's Ice Factory. I have to  have fa ith  in his ab ility  
to  m anage his own life  (and all its  excitem ents  th a t go to g e th e r 
w ith  its  dangers) and I tru s t th e  U n ivers ity  o f D urham  to  fo s te r his 
deve lopm ent. He has flow n  th e  nest and he's fly in g  on his w ings.

This is my last re p o rt as a H ousem aster fo r my 'te rm ' in Freeland 
has com e to  an end. It has been a rea lly  good fina l descent, fo r  m any 
of th e  o th e r tra ve lle rs  had fa m ilia r faces fro m  o u r having been in the 
a ir so long: Daileys, Chapmans, Scaleses, Applebys, Sproats, Constables, 
Cam pbells, Laings. Not on ly  th a t, bu t last year's  Upper S ixth w ere a 
rem arkab ly  d ive rse bu t un ified  co llec tion  o f in te resting , in te llig en t, 
decent and cha ra c te rfu l ind iv idua ls, who foste red  confidence and 
th e re fo re  th e  best in o thers . We also, fina lly , won th e  Tug O' War 
and, accord ing to  my ca lcu la tions, produced th e  Dux o f School 
fo r th e  second year running.

The th in g  abou t the  Tug O 'W ar is th a t you have to  pu t you r tru s t in 
the  fa c t th a t o the rs  are pu lling  w ith  you. I w ou ld go fu r th e r  and say 
th a t no t on ly  is y o u r personal safe ty  in th e  hands o f you r fe llows, bu t 
th a t such tru s t lies a t the  ve ry  h e a rt o f the  un ity  o f any co llec tion  
of ind iv idua ls. To im ag ine a body o f so ld iers beset w ith  susp ic ion is 
to  envision te rr ib le  fa ilu re ; to  im ag ine last year's  Upper S ixth w ith o u t 
the  tru s t th ey  had in one an o th e r and o the rs  is to  see them  no t as 
they  were o r are now -  fo r tru s t and tru s tw o rth in e s s  go to  th e  core 
of cha ra c te r and iden tity .

The g rea t p riv ilege  o f being H ousem aster o f Freeland was to  be put 
|  -  in a pos ition  o f tru s t. It is a burden, too, fo r  it requires v ig ilance in

w ard ing -o ff the enemies o f com m unal security  and happiness -  deceit, 
d ishonesty, suspicion, un re liab ility . But I am g ra te fu l to  th e  parents  
w ho pu t so much o f th e ir  ch ild re n ’s lives in my hands, w ho tru s te d  
me to  prom ote th e ir  g row th  and developm ent, to  en joy th e ir  d iffe re n t 
c h a ra c te rs  and q u a litie s , to  share  th e ir  d isa p p o in tm e n ts  and 
happ inesses, th e  a n x ie tie s  and fa ith s  th a t a re  p a rt o f my fam ily .
It seem s to  me th a t th e  n e tw o rk  o f t ru s t be tw een  a boy and his 
pa ren ts  and his housem aster is c ruc ia l to  the  success o f any board ing 
house and th a t today, m ore  th a n  ever, th a t i t  is s o m e th in g  th a t is 
th reatened on all sides and th a t we lose a t ou r peril. In o the r contexts 
it is the  rudde r th a t has gu ided all g rea t m ovem ents and m em orab le 
social endeavour -  and even the  no t so rem arkab le  ones.

As I w rite  th is  re p o rt the  news is fu ll o f instances o f ch ild ren being 
tu rned  away fro m  Schools because th e  a u th o ritie s  and bureaucra ts  
have lost tru s t in people. I’m no t ta lk ing  abou t blind, w itless fa ith , 
bu t m easured tru s t. C hildren need to  go to  school, parents  w ant th e ir  
ch ild ren to  resum e th e ir  education , teachers  and headm asters w ant 
th e ir  schools to  fu n c tio n  and ye t all are fru s tra te d . Schools are safer 
than the  s tree ts  and ye t lack o f tru s t (and the  concom ita n t fa ith  in 
ad m in is tra tive  system s) is keeping the  young ou ts ide  the  gates o f ou r 
schools. Fear and susp ic ion means th a t th e re  are 8 ,0 0 0  teachers who, 
because they  have no t been checked by th e  C rim ina l Records Bureau, 
are 'un re liab le .' This disease o f suspic ion, m oreover, is go ing to  a ffe c t

countless num bers o f d inner-lad ies, caretakers, bus drivers, lo llipop  
persons, teach ing assistants, lab technic ians, c leaners and others.
Not s u rp ris in g ly  no one is saying how m any unsu itab les have been 
unea rthed  by the  C.R.B. to  date, bu t the  fa c t th a t I heard the 
H eadm aster o f one very large East London school say th a t he had 
no t one such case in th e  last 19 years is som e in d ica tion  o f th e  power 
o f th e  m iasm a o f susp ic ion and m is tru s t to  c rea te  d isa rray  where 
th e re  should be purpose and progress. It has the  pow er to  con jure  
m onsters  in places th a t are no t hom e to  them .

I have no doub t th a t evil does exist -  ju s t as danger, illness, pain 
and death do. But it is also c lear to  me th a t to  abandon fa ith  and tru s t 
in the  face o f these is to  ensure th e ir  tr iu m p h  and usher-in  a grey, 
d iso rdered and fre tfu l w orld .

Lord Owen, in a recent in te rv iew , ta lked o f his fam ily 's  sa lva tion  in the 
face o f his son's leukaem ia. It was to  pu t tru s t in th e  do c to rs  o f Great 
O rm ond S tree t Hospita l and fa ith  in th e  pow er o f na tu re  and God to 
overcom e sickness. In po litica l te rm s, it was to  know  the  h o rro rs  o f the  
Bosnian War and no t to  despa ir bu t to  c reate  the  fra m ew o rk  in w hich 
man m igh t once again fo llo w  th e  paths o f hope and purpose. In every 
te rm  o f every  year in w hich I was Freeland's Housem aster th e re  were 
tim es  o f fa ilu re  and d isappo in tm ent. The knack, fo r bo th  boy and 
housem aster, was to  pu t tru s t to  th e  fore, to  be lieve in those  around 
us and in ourse lves, and no t to  re tre a t to  susp ic ion o r blam e. Trust 
was always a g re a te r a lly  (and so m uch m ore flex ib le ) th an  locked 
doors; fa ith  a g re a te r source o f s treng th  than a m ind shackled by the 
past, a closed ju dg em e n t o r a p re sc rip tive  agenda. When, con fro n ted  
by th e  evil o f th e  k illing  o f Holly and Jessica, do we allow  ourselves 
to  see th e  beast in every  ne ighbour's  face? W hat does it do fo r  every 
teacher and lo llipo p  lady to  be seen as a p o ten tia l danger and fo r  every 
ch ild  to  feel th a t they  are s im ply  a v ic tim -in -w a iting . There is an o th e r 
way th ro u g h  all these th rea ts , p it-fa lls  and dangers th a t does no t 
depend upon com p le ted procedures and pro -fo rm as. The way is to  
banish th e  in s titu tio n a lise d  bu rea ucra tic  susp ic ion th a t is th rea ten ing  
o u r Schools and o u r H ea lth  Service, th e  ad m in is tra tive  procedures th a t 
are s topp ing ou r teachers  teaching, ou r nurses nursing  and b ligh ting  
th e  o rd in a ry  c itizens ' re la tionsh ip  w ith  ou r po litica l m asters.
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Since I stopped being a housem aster, I have re tu rne d  to  old habits  and 
s ta rted  c u ltiva tin g  my garden. The o th e r day I was look ing over my 
ru n ne r beans th a t were b e a u tifu lly  in flo w e r and, a f te r  ten m inutes 
or so, wondered w here were the  bees th a t w ou ld po llina te  them .
If th e re  w eren 't any bees, th en  th e  w ho le process w ou ld be pointless.
I began to  suggest chem icals  o r the  ex trao rd ina ry  dam pness o f the 
sum m er o r th e  p ro x im ity  o f any hives. I began to  w onder a t th e  tru s t 
o f th e  beans th a t chose to  sp rou t ra th e r th an  lie do rm ant, the  flow ers  
th a t chose to  open and bloom  ra th e r than rem ain closed. Why did they  
bo the r if  th e re  were to  be no bees? W hat reason did th e y  have to  tru s t 
the  a rriva l o f those w inged jou rneym en?

Then, sudden ly  a s o lita ry  bum ble bee a rrive d  -  all busy and in du strious  
in his brow n co rdu roy  jacke t. W hat w ould have made him  take to  the 
a ir a t all, I w ondered, if he d id n 't tru s t in G od’s a ir to  ca rry  h im  up 
and b ring  him  and all o f na tu re  fu r th e r?  We are all tra ve lle rs  and 
som etim es we can on ly  tru s t bo th  the  sa fe ty  o f th e  veh ic le  in 
w hich we are tra ve llin g  and th a t o u r de s tina tio n  has no t been 
moved by som e ca tastroph ic  ad m in is tra tive  s h ift o f th e  globe.

CNC
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Ni co
T h a n kfu lly , N ico l as a H ouse has n o t changed m uch.

Entering boarding school as a tim id  III form er is som ew hat 
d iffe re n t to  leaving it as a hardened VI Former. W hile you may en te r 
as the  a rche typa l prep school ch ild , w ith  b lazer d ry  cleaned, ha ir 
pa rted  d ilig e n tly  to  the  side, m any leave as s lig h tly  m ore libera l 
and op in iona ted  ind iv idua ls, w ith  an asso rtm e n t o f chains dang ling

( random ly  fro m  garm ents . Change o f some so rt is in ev itab le  because, 
w ith  th e  big w ide w orld  a t you r doorstep , no t on ly  does you r m o the r

I no longer insist you r tro use rs  be pressed to  pe rfec tio n  but, w ith  the
daun ting  prospect o f taxes to  pay, the  m em ory  o f com p lim en ta ry  
pakoras are now m ere ly  a sta in  on one's c lo thes.

Thankfu lly , N icol as a House has no t changed much. It is s till the 
w elcom ing, open and ligh t-hea rted  House th a t the  m a jo rity  o f the 
leaving Upper S ixth en tered five  d is ta n t years ago; and a lthough  
th e  School p re fe c ts  are  no lo n g e r a ffa b ly  n icknam ed "m a d  do g", 
th e re  is s till an un do ub ted  e thos  o f tre m en do us  te am w o rk  and 
e ffo r t ev ident w ith in  the  walls o f N icol. For, w ha t N icol may lack in 
ou ts tand ing  ta len t, we c e rta in ly  make up fo r in sheer de te rm in a tio n  
and, u ltim a te ly , in en jo ym en t o f w ha tever we undertake.

. . .many leave as s l i gh t l y  more 
l iberal  and op i n iona ted  indi v iduals,  

wi th  an a s so r tm en t  of chains 
dang l ing  randomly  f rom garments .

T rad itiona lly  the  w in te r te rm  is one o f blood, sweat and to il; ep ithe ts  
th a t app ly  no t on ly  to  rugby games versus G lenalm ond, bu t m ore ap tly  
to  th e  House ch o ir practices. W ith N icol's dep th  o f m usica l ta len t 
som ew hat recondite , m any so-called "non -m u s ic ia ns" were called upon
- some w ith  grea t success (the  ange lic  voices o f a ce rta in  M r Leslie and 
Mr Kim to  nam e but two). Indeed o u r "u n p lu g g e d " sessions ou ts ide  the  
chapel w ere g iven rap tu rous  applause, no t on ly  fo r ou r seraphic s inging, 
bu t m a in ly  due to  some ou ts tand ing  o rig in a l choreography. Much c re d it 
should be given to  the  tire less  e ffo rts  o f M ichael A r th u r  (fo nd ly  known 
to  all as "N ipp les ") and Jam es Currie , fo r producing  such a dynam ic 
pe rfo rm ance  o f S tand By Me, as well as c o n tro llin g  Hwasu's vocal 
exuberance. Thus, when House Music a rrived , w ha t N icol lacked in 
musical eclat, we made up fo r in e n te rta in m e n t value. The band, again 
gu ided by Messrs C urrie  and S to rm on th -D arling , w ith  vocals provided 
by David S tew art, p e rfo rm ed  (sic) a piece by N irvana, (an idea 
borrow ed, it  m ust be acknow ledged, fro m  Ruthven House's sp lendid 
pe rfo rm ance  o f "C om e As You A re" tw o  years before). But special 
recogn ition  should be g iven to  M ichael Segaud's v io lin  pe rfo rm ance  
fo r the  N icol Solo. In itia lly  it had seem ed W inny's in fam ous ta m bo urine  
rep e rto ire  w ou ld have to  be pu lled ou t the  cupboard, bu t M ichael's 
undoubted m usica l ta le n t and m a tu r ity  a t such an early  age did 
c re d it no t on ly  to  him, bu t also to  N icol as a House.

Staying w ith  all th ings  cu ltu ra l, ou r Senior Drama com pany carried 
on N icol’s d ram atic  success by w inn ing the  tro phy  w ith  a som ew hat 
lib id in ous  re -w ork ing  o f P in te r ’s The H om ecom ing. Special c re d it 
should be given to  th e  brave and ingenious ac ting  o f Johnny S to rm on th - 
Darling, a new com er to  the  stage, bu t whose po rtraya l o f a prom iscuous 
m iddle-aged wom an w ill live in Nicol fo lklore . Doc Stewart and Fraser

Philip  (who in te racted  p a rtic u la rly  well w ith  Johnny) also made 
th e ir  stage debut, while  the  age-o ld thespians Robbie S tewart 
and W illiam  Bow ry com p le ted the  cast, on w ha t was a ve ry  hum orous 
and successful n igh t. Thanks, as always, go to  the  backstage tr io  of 
B ickerton , M urf and G eonge (aka Graeme G ardner and Adam  Wallace).

Rugby sevens was a s lig h tly  less cu ltu ra l affair, and a ltho ug h  we 
succum bed to  a physical R uthven side, having beaten the  o th e r tw o 
sen ior Houses, praise should be given to  th e  te nac ity  and courage 
o f the  N icol team , p a rtic u la r ly  to  th e  younge r m em bers (Adam 
Stephens, Danny H offm an, Fraser Philip) in facing  an a lm ost a tav is tic  
Ruthven U pper VI. G regor Leslie's un ique tack ling  s ty le  can also no t 
be fo rgo tten . On the  rep resen ta tive  fro n t D. S tewart, A. Carm ichael,
R. S tewart, G. Roy, E. O 'Donnell, F. Ph ilip  and D. H offm ann all played 
fo r th e  1st XV, David and Fraser also go ing on to  rep resent th e  d is tr ic t 
side Caledonian Reds. The J u n io r House sevens team  m anaged to  
upstage th e ir  sen io r coun te rp a rts , w inn ing  all th e ir  m atches in a 
round -rob in  co m p e titio n  and re ta in ing  th e  trophy.

W ith th e  Spring Term an inde lib le  g rin  o f an tic ip a tio n  spread across 
M r Giles' face as Hockey becam e th e  ta lk  o f th e  te rm . U nfo rtuna te ly , 
ou r sen ior team  could no t recap tu re  th e  fo rm  o f last year, losing out, 
as they  did, to  S impson. Perhaps we had used up all o u r luck last year? 
The tw o  Stewarts, David and Robbie, again represented the  Hockey 1st 
XI, a long w ith  Danny H offm an and, pu re ly  based on his physical finesse 
and H erculean m igh t, Head o f House N ick Com mon. U n fo rtuna te ly , 
con tinu ing  in th is  spo rting  vein, o u r pe rfo rm an ce  a t th e  c ross-coun try  
was, to  say the  least, inconspicuous, bu t I'm sure fu tu re  success, bar 
any fu r th e r  flu  ep idem ics, w ill continue. On th e  fo o tb a ll fie ld , G. Roy,
A. C arm ichae l and R. M cLaren played reg u la rly  fo r the  1st XI, w hile  
various  N ico lites s tru tte d  th e ir  skills  (o r lack o f them ) fo r the  all- 
conque ring  2nd XI. W inny should be given special m ention , no t on ly  
fo r his w onder goal (all o f 5 yards) bu t also fo r "TH AT" miss.

A nd so to  th e  s um m er te rm , and th e  e n jo ym e n t n o t on ly  o f the  
p re sc ribe d  sp o rts , c rick e t, a th le tic s , te n n is , b u t c ru c ia lly  th e  a ll- 
im p o rta n t c o r r id o r  c rick e t, in w h ich  M r F itzs im m on s  was a c rim in a l 
o ffen de r. U n fo rtu n a te ly  th e  c o rr id o rs  o f N icol w ere soon to  becom e 
th e  m a in  area o f s p o r tin g  c o m p e tit io n  as th e  tra d it io n a l S co ttish  
w e a th e r c u r ta ile d  any se rio us  c ric k e t a f te r  h a lf te rm . The Sixes 
c o m p e tit io n  was c o m p le te ly  washed o u t (b a r a m ean ing less  m a tch  
w ith  F ree land) as was a lm o s t a ll o f th e  1st XI's season, m uch to  th e  
ira s c ib ility  o f a c e rta in  Irishm an .



This u n fo rtu n a te  hab it o f fin ish ing  second plagued us again in the 
Academ ic Challenge, w here a good pe rfo rm ance  led N icol's Team 
(W. Bowry, J. C urrie , J. S to rm on th -D a rlin g  and A. Wallace) in to  the 
fina l, on ly  to  beaten by R uthven, desp ite  the  m agica l pow ers of 
J o h n n y ’s stick.

So, as my fina l year a t N icol draws to  a close, and a ltho ug h  in fa irness 
it was no t N icol's m ost v in tage  year, ( it was always go ing to  be d iff ic u lt 
fo llo w ing  on fro m  the  success o f last year), I am a firm  be lieve r you 
learn m ore  in de fea t than in tr iu m p h . And as I look back at my five 
years in N icol, my ch ie f m em ory  w ill be the  supp o rt and tim e  given 
up by pupil, p re fec t and m aster to  everyone w ith in  the  House. Such 
supp o rt is a rare com m od ity  and u n fo rtu n a te ly  th is  year m arks the 
re tire m e n t o f tw o  ind iv idua ls  w ho were tru e  exponents o f th e  word.
Bess M urray has been a t S tra tha lla n  fo r nearly  th ree  decades and over 
a th ird  o f those years w ere spent w ith in  the  walls o f Nicol House. Not 
on ly  d id  she have a fe roc ious te m pe r th a t could scare any 3rd Form er 
in to  t id y in g  his room , bu t he r ub iqu itous  presence in N icol could solve 
a lm ost any prob lem ; no t on ly  w here to  find  a spare k ilt sock bu t how 
to  rem ove various  G erm ans fro m  th e ir  over-extended slum bers. Never 
one to  grum ble, even when c lea ring  th e  le ftove rs  o f F itz's ca rry  ou t 
feast, she worked tire le ss ly  fo r the  House and was qu ite  lite ra lly  a 
N icol in s titu t io n .

Much like Bess, Dr Tod is an o th e r h igh ly  charism atic  and likeable 
figure , w ho provided a g rea t deal o f e n te rta in m e n t when on Nicol Duty. 
W hether it be cas tiga tin g  previous headm asters, go rg ing  h im se lf on one 
o f F itzs im m ons' courtesy  ca rry  outs, o r v ilify in g  his fe llow  h is to rian , Doc 
T was never s h o rt o f a few w ords. An im m ensely  generous man, he was 
the  a rche typa l schoolm aster, a tru e  characte r w ho pu t h im se lf fo rw a rd  
fo r a lm ost eve ry th ing . W hether it was bussing people back fro m  a rock 
concert o r teach ing 12 year olds the  fo rw a rd  defensive, Dr Tod c e rta in ly  
lived life  to  the  fu ll. And thus it is w ith  g rea t sadness th a t N icol says 
goodbye to  bo th  Toddy and Bess. We are ce rta in  th a t bo th  o f you w ill 
en joy re tirem en t.

As an o th e r year draws to  a close, the  tu to ria l s ta ff o f Mr Ross,
Mr Kitson, Mr S treatfe ild -Jam es and Mr Gordon could no t be fo rg o tte n  
fo r th e ir  tire less pu rsu it o f w illing  brew room  cleaners and, as always, 
huge thanks m ust go to  Mr Giles and Mr F itzsim m ons whose continued 
e ffo rts , support and com p lim en ta ry  ca rry  ou ts  w ith in  Nicol are an 
undoubted testam ent to  the  success we have enjoyed over th e  years. 
Thanks also go to  the darling  dom estic  s ta ff Davina, Anne and Caroline, 
whose irascib le shrieks o f "C lean you r s ink" w ill ring in ou r eardrum s 
fo r m any years to  come. Finally, thanks m ust also go to  ou r adored Head 
of House, Nick Common, whose a b ility  to  de legate was second to  none.

William Bowry

W ith a lm ost ha lf o f th e  1st XI com pris ing  N icolites, fo r W. Bowry 
(captain), R. S tew art, D. S tewart, N. Com m on and G. A lexander it 
was a ve ry  c rue l blow, p a rtic u la r ly  when the  team  trave lled  down 
to  Lancaster despera te fo r som e c ricke t having played no th ing  fo r 
7 weeks, on ly  to  find  the  w ea the r had fo llow ed us down. P rom ising 
youngsters, J. Cachia and C. Leadbetter, had jo ined  the  1st XI to u rin g  
p a rty  and it was a sham e ne ith e r had the  chance to  experience tru e  
English c ricke t cond itions. However, bo th Jam ie  and C harlie played 
m a jo r roles as th e  J u n io r House team  fin a lly  b ro ug h t hom e a tro phy  
a fte r m ore years than we care to  rem em ber, beating  th e  ub iqu itous  
Ruthven in th e  fina l. Equally fo rtu n a te ly , th e  House a th le tes  had a 
be tte r tim e  w ith  Alex A nton and, in particular, Ewan O 'Donnell running 
successfully fo r the  S tra tha llan team . Indeed Ewan organised practica lly  
s ing le -handed ly  no t on ly  S tandards, bu t also the  arduous task of 
Sports  Day, w here he then won bo th  o f his events, becom ing senior 
V ic to r Ludo rum  in the  process. A lthou gh  N icol did no t achieve top 
spot, it was not fo r w ant o f try in g , as exem plified  by th e  e ffo r ts  of 
th e  m ercu ria l Robbie S tew art who, a fte r  w inn ing  a ve ry  tense 
1500m, proceeded to  present his lunch to  th e  adoring  crowd.

The sum m er te rm  also brough t m ore shades o f N icol's d iverse culture, 
a lth o u g h  in th is  scenario  som ew hat m ore  lewd. The J u n io r  House 
Drama P roduction  s ta rred  those un like ly  thespians o f Angus Patterson 
and A nd rew  O 'D onne ll ta ck lin g  th e  th e m e  o f th e  W orld Cup. W hile 
being funny, it did tread upon th e  cusp o f censorship, and we can on ly  
be g ra te fu l th a t th e  Headm aster and Mr Barnes did no t a ttend. This 
them e o f ou trageous ly  o ffend ing  s ta ff was th a n k fu lly  no t continued 
th rough the Senior House debating, and w ith  many hours o f preparation, 
th e  tw o  sen io r team s c ru ised  th ro u g h  to  th e  fina l. U n fo rtu n a te ly  
Team B (M. A rth u r and G. Gardner) could not m atch the debating skills 
o f Team A (R. S tewart and W. Bowry) because, w hile  N icol's p rem ier 
team  fin ished 1st (gu ided by the  ora to rica l prowess o f Robbie),
Team B could no t fin ishh igh  enough to  gain th e  overa ll trophy.
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^ ^ ith ^ p | e n t^ ^ > iz za ^ a !^ e n c o u ra ^

To t h e  U p p e r  VI h e a d i n g  o f f  i n t o  
th e  big w i d e  w o r l d ,  my  bes t  

w is h e s  and  g o o d  luck .

Well w hat a year it tu rned ou t to  be fo r the  House. Woody Head of 
School, ON Scott Captain o f Rugby, Neil Anderson Vice Captain and all 
th is  was repeated at the end o f the year w ith  next year's Head o f School 
also being provided by Ruthven. Add to  th is  all the House com petitions 
we won and 20 02  can only be described as a great success.

Ju s t a fte r m oving in to  R uthven som eone rem arked to  me th a t we were 
" los ing  all ou r s ilve rw are " and w ha t was I "go ing  to  do abou t it? "  Well, 
no-one's go ing to  make a s im ila r rem ark  th is  year. W ith Hugh Mackay 
as Head o f House and his g roup o f ta len ted , s po rting  pre fects, and 
p len ty  o f pizzas as encouragem ent, we m anaged to  dom ina te  the  w orld  
o f in te r House com petitions . Sen ior Rugby, J u n io r Indoo r and O utdoor 
Hockey, Sen ior O u tdoo r Hockey, Cross C ountry, Sw im m ing S tandards 
and the  Gala, A th le tics  S tandards and Sports  Day itse lf, th e  Academ ic 
Challenge, Golf, Tennis, Clay Pigeon S hooting . (I th in k  I've rem em bered 
them  all.) S tu a rt McDonald was J u n io r V ic to r Ludo rum  at Sports Day. 
la in H ew itt was awarded an ind iv idua l prize a t the  House music 
co m p e titio n  and ou r ju n io r deba ters did well in th e ir  com p e titio n  
as well.

A num ber o f House ou tin gs  took  place again th is  year, w ith  year g roup 
tu to rs  fre q u e n tly  ta k in g  charge o f a dash to  some im p o rta n t cu ltu ra l 
centre , rap id ly  fo llow ed (unless Mr Kennedy o r Mr Shields were in the 
fram e) by the  ho rro rs  o f a Happy Meal. Paint Balling is always popu lar 
and the  VI Form leapt a t th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  le t Mr Tod once again show 
them  'w ho  th e  daddy is.’ The III Form enjoyed w h ite  w a te r ra ftin g  at the 
s ta rt o f the  year and a cam ping tr ip  fo r the  III and IV Form a t Laggan in 
May was a grea t success, p a rtic u la r ly  fo r the  fish popu la tion  o f the  loch, 
w hich m a in ta ined a hea lthy  p ro file  to  the  end desp ite  the  best e ffo rts  
o f Messrs M cM orrine, Legge e t al. Noah's A rk also saw us as guests at 
th e ir  go -ka rtin g  fa c ilitie s  on a basis w hich should keep th e ir  account 
books looking, if no t handsome, then a t least black.

In betw een all th is  th e re  is, o f course, the  academ ic w ork  as well and 
we m anaged a good show ing at Speech Day w ith  a fa ir  spread of prizes 
across the  year groups. The sum m er te rm  is now subsum ed by exams 
fo r  m ost o f th e  House and I tru s t th a t th e  resu lts  are as expected and 
hoped for. To the  Upper VI heading o ff in to  the  big w ide w orld , my best 
w ishes and good luck. Thanks to  the  team  o f tu to rs  fo r th e ir  hard w ork  
and de d ica tion  to  th e  House and the  boys in pa rticu la r. To M atron and 
her team , a big thank you fo r  keeping the  House in t ip  to p  shape; 
you r e ffo rts , too, are m uch apprecia ted .

F ina lly  to  Ann and th e  kids; thank you fo r the  patience in coping 
w ith o u t Dad on m any an evening. To those re tu rn in g  fo r an o th er 
year I tru s t th a t we are able to  hang on to  all th e  s ilverw are.

AW





The y e a r w as n o t ju s t  a c a ta lo g u e  of s p o rtin g  ev e n ts  and o th e r  c o m p e titio n s  -  it  w as one of p e rs o n a litie s  too .

If last year was one of innovation in S impson, w ith  a change 
in Housemaster, M a tron and general way o f do ing th ings, th is  was 
to  be one o f conso lida tion ; w ith  a la rge ly  una lte red  team  o f tu to rs  and 
an o p p o rtu n ity  presented to  bu ild  on th e  successes o f th e  previous year.

In te rm s o f personnel, th e re  has on ly  been s ligh t change th is  year 
w ith  Mrs Raeside jo in ing  the  tu to r ia l s ta ff and the  ro le  o f res ident tu to r  
being jo in t ly  taken by M r H igg in bo ttom  and Mr McCann. These changes 
undoub ted ly  helped th e  overa ll run n in g  o f the  House and the  pastoral 
w e lfa re  o f all the  boys. We w ere so rry  to  see Anne Henderson leave us 
as sew ing lady to  do m ore w ork w ith  th e  m edica l centre , bu t pleased 
to  see her pos ition  being taken by Kate Inches, who has kept the  boys 
look ing neat and well tu rned  o u t - no t a task fo r the  fa in t hearted.

As is tra d itio n a lly  the  case, th e  f irs t in te r-house  event was House 
Music. This has always been a s trong  su it fo r  Sim pson, w ith  o u r w ide 
range o f ta len ted  and com m itted  m usicians. Under the  'ba ton ' o f David 
Chalmers, th e  ch o ir p e rfo rm ed  an a cappella  vers ion o f Blue Moon, 
fo llow ed by R ichard Blakey's ren d ition  o f the  Charles A znavour classic, 
She, m ost recen tly  re-recorded by Elvis C ostello fo r th e  soundtrack  to 
N o ttin g  Hill. Both item s were p e rfo rm ed  w ith  energy, m usica lity  and 
brio. However, it was to  be th e  ensem ble g roup w ith  th e ir  a rra ng em e nt 
o f the  ub iqu itous  Glenn M ille r standard , In the  Mood, w hich secured 
ou r f irs t piece o f s ilverw are  by w inn ing  th e ir  section .

Following c losely on the  heels o f House Music was th e  Sen io r House 
Drama com p e titio n . We chose to  pe rfo rm  a g r it ty  and h a rd -h ittin g  piece 
fro m  David M am et's social sa tire  G lenga rry  Glen Ross. This was an

am bitious choice th a t took no prisoners -  dem anding a high degree of 
team w ork and ensemble playing. A lthough we fa iled to  w in the overall 
com petition , Andrew Mack and Tim Higgins won the  award fo r best 
d irector. N otable perform ances were given by David Chalmers, Fraser 
Niven and Ken Mackenzie, w ith  backstage support provided in abundance 
by Howard Gray, Alex M urray and Richard Blakey. As ever, m em bers of 
the  House gave s terling perform ances in a range of whole-school music 
events fro m  year-group concerts to  Headmaster's Music and Chapel 
Choir -  the la tte r being headed by Richard Blakey.

Am idst the  fro s t and snow th a t characterises the s ta rt o f the Spring term , 
ou r cross coun try  runners tu rned  in a cred itab le  perform ance, the team 
com ing th ird  in the  boys' com petition . Our firs t runner hom e was Roddy 
Walker, who fin ished in seventh place in a fie ld  o f over th ir ty  runners.
On the sports  fie ld  ou r rugby team s pe rfo rm ed w ith  courage in the face 
o f s trong opposition fro m  o the r Houses; the  senior team  being captained 
by Adam Arakji and managed from  the sidelines by Robert Clarke, w ith  
the  jun io rs  being captained by Roddy Walker.

Over the course o f the year, we had th e  unique d is tinc tion  o f making 
all th ree  hockey finals: senior outdoor, ju n io r ou tdoor and senior indoor.
In all cases we were pipped a t the post, but pu t in excellent perform ances 
which, in the case o f the  senior com petitions, were decided in the 
pressure-cooker arena o f pena lty strokes. A lthough the fates conspired 
against us, th is  did no th ing  to  underm ine the com m itm en t and skill of all 
team s -  special m ention going to  R obert Clarke, w ho captained the senior 
teams, and to  the unflappable, if beleaguered, goalkeeper Adam Arakji.
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A n o th e r a c tiv ity  th a t takes place in the  Spring te rm  is deba ting .
In th e  sen ior co m p e titio n  we had tw o  pairs in th e  fina l, w here the  old 
a lliance o f Fraser N iven and Andrew  Mack was bo ls tered  by th a t o f Ken 
Mackenzie and M ath ieu Gordon. In a fina l th a t saw a high standard  of 
deba ting  fro m  all teams, we were perhaps a lit t le  un lucky on ly  to  come 
th ird . However, th e  o ra to rica l skills  o f Andrew  Mack were once again in 
evidence a t th e  s ixth  fo rm  Burns' Supper. In his ‘ Toast to  S tra tha lla n ', 
he presented a w itty  and well observed hom age to  th e  school -  ably 
supported  by possib ly the  m ost m a gn ificen t sporran  th is  side of 
K illiecrank ie . R ichard Blakey added to  the  musical side o f the  evening 
w ith  an im passioned re n d itio n  o f A M an's a Man. The school musical, 
R etu rn  to  the  F o rb idden Planet, also saw m em bers o f S im pson taking  
to  the  stage. P rincipa l pa rts  were played by David Chalm ers, Jake 
S trea tfe ild -Jam es and J-J Chalmers, w ith  R ichard Blakey as ASM - 
proving once again th a t Sim pson boys are fine  exponents o f the  arts.

The w ea the r was reasonably  kind to  ou r skiers th is  year, w ith  several 
com p e titio ns  tak ing  place. A lthou gh  th e re  was no in te r-house 
com p e titio n , th is  allowed several m em bers o f th e  House to  excel in 
rep resenting  the  School. R ichie Duncan, new to  Th ird  Form, had an 
exceptional season; boosting  S tra tha llan 's  p lacing in th e  Scottish 
Schools C ham pionsh ip as well as ga in ing se lection  a t na tiona l level.
In add ition , fd u r th  fo rm ers , H a rry  W orkm an and Sim on Erdal proved to  
be va luable m em bers o f th e  team  in various  events. Perhaps we should 
press fo r th is  event's inc lus ion  in th e  in te r-house  p rogram m e next year?

In th e  in te r-house  Sw im m ing Gala, we secured th ird  place, again thanks 
to  a good team  pe rfo rm an ce  across all years. The te rm  also saw the 
J u n io r House Drama C om petition  take place, w here ou r piece, devised 
on th e  th em e o f th e  w orld  cup (yes, th a t co m p e titio n  also took  place 
over the  sum m er), earned a best a c to r prize fo r Roddy Walker.

The year was not ju s t a ca ta logue o f spo rting  events and o th e r 
com p e titio ns  -  it  was one o f pe rsona lities  too. Many o f the  House 
took  prizes a t Speech Day, bo th  academ ic and p a rtic ip a to ry  and 
in th e  sum m er exam inations, M ath ieu Gordon and Howard Gray 
achieved exceptional A /S  results, ga in ing fu ll academ ic colours, w hile  
G regor Duncan and M elenik Forde did equa lly  well at GCSE, recogn ition  
com ing in th e  fo rm  o f ha lf co lours. At A Level, Andrew  Mack achieved 
a s tring  o f As in a year g roup w here  the  vast m a jo rity  o f th e  year 
pe rfo rm ed  well and gained e n try  to  th e ir  chosen courses a t un ivers ity .

O ur com m un ity  was also lucky to  be graced w ith  th e  presence o f Fraser 
Cooper, on exchange fro m  St Andrew 's  College, C hris tchurch . As part 
o f a program m e, w hich saw ou r own Ken Mackenzie spend tim e  in 
New Zealand over the  sum m er holidays, Fraser spen t all to o  s h o rt a 
stay w ith  us du ring  the  A u tum n Term. He made an in s ta n t im pact on 
all w ho m et him. His in fec tio us  en thusiasm  to  try  and cram  as much 
as possib le in to  his stay, resu lted  in w ha t I hope was a h igh ly  
m em orab le  experience fo r him. Fraser c e rta in ly  took  ou r ve ry  best 
w ishes and friendsh ips  th a t I am sure w ill last back hom e w ith  him.

wish  al l  t h i s  y e a r ' s  l e a v e rs  e v e r y  success  in t h e i r  f u t u r e  
e n d e a v o u r s  and  ho p e  t h a t  t h e y  wi l l  keep  in t o u c h .

And so, as th e  snows m elted and gave way to  b r illia n t sunshine, or 
m aybe ju s t m a rg ina lly  w arm er rain, Sum m er Term fo llow ed Spring 
and so to o  did the  tra d itio n a l events  o f a th le tics , tenn is  and golf.
Fraser N iven capta ined the  House a th le tics  team  w ith  assurance, 
ju s t as he did fo r the  School team  and, w h ils t we w ere unable to  repeat 
the  v ic to ry  o f last year a t Sports  Day, G regor Duncan tr iu m p h e d  as 
m idd le boys' V ic to r Ludo rum  - w h ils t also tak ing  p a rt in th e  Scottish 
Schools C ham pionships. In House Tennis ou r team  of Andrew  Mack,
A li B a rtle tt, Steve Sm ith, George M cW illiams, H arry  W orkm an and 
Geoff M elloy cam e th ird , and o u r g o lf team  o f D ougie Bennet, David 
Chalm ers, Ken Mackenzie and Richie Duncan also came th ird  in th e ir  
com petition . This com bined w ith  a second place in the  in te r-house 
Shooting co m p e titio n  w ith  o u r team  of Ken Mackenzie, G regor Duncan 
and Jam es Bennet, w here  Jam es also took th e  prize fo r best shot.

At th is  po in t my re p o rt m ay g ive th e  im press ion th a t th e  S im pson 
tro p h y  cabinets  are du ll and em pty  places. However, th is  is c e rta in ly  
no t th e  case, w ith  the  fam ous C orrie  Shield and Laundry  Shop Trophy 
fo r th e  sum m er c h a r ity  run  being safe ly  re tuned fo r an o th e r year.
This was la rge ly  thanks to  th e  e ffo rts  o f J J  Chalm ers, w ho recorded an 
am azing tw en ty  fo u r laps and o th e r m em bers o f the  House w ho added 
to  th is  to  g ive a grand to ta l o f one hundred and e igh ty  one laps -  tru ly  
a m agn ificen t ach ievem ent by all concerned.

I hope th is  re p o rt gives a fla vo u r o f ju s t how m uch has been achieved 
by th e  boys o f S im pson over th e  course o f th e  year. W hether th is  has 
been in th e  nam e o f the  House, th e  School o r as ind iv idua ls, the  
co n trib u tio n  is as w ide and as d iverse as those  w ho make up the 
S im pson com m un ity . As ever, I w ou ld like to  thank all those invo lved 
w ith  th e  House fo r th e ir  help, supp o rt and co m m itm e n t over the  year. 
Special thanks go to  ou r tire less  team  o f tu to rs , as well as to  M atron 
and the  dom estic  team  fo r keeping the  House in good shape and good 
heart. Equally, though , my thanks go to  R obert and Steve, who, as Head 
of House and Deputy, have set a keynote o f in te g r ity  and respons ib ility  
in these pos itions  o f House au tho rity , as well as to  those pre fec ts  who 
were as tru e  to  th e ir  p rinc ip les  a t the  end o f th e  year as they  w ere at 
the  s ta rt. Your legacy w ill be one o f decency: w here good guys can 
prevail w ith o u t com prom is ing  th e ir  popu larity . I w ish all th is  year's 
leavers every success in th e ir  fu tu re  endeavours and hope th a t they  
w ill keep in touch.

A year, then, o f conso lida tion , o f deve lopm ent and, a t tim es, o f much 
needed re flec tio n . I never fa iled to  be am azed a t the  a b ility  o f th e  boys 
to  m eet the  challenges leve lled a t them , w he the r as teams, groups o r 
ind iv idua ls. They are a cons tan t source o f p ride to  me as I am sure they 
are to  th e ir  pa ren ts  and should be to  them selves. I look fo rw a rd  to  m ore 
o f th e  same next year.

IWK
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T h o r n b a n k
S e p te m b e r 2 0 0 1  w as th e  beginning of our f ir s t  fu ll y e a r as h o u s e m a s te r and 

h o u s em is tres s  of T h o rn b an k . W h a t joys  and te a rs  would th e  y e a r bring?

We were greeted by V icky Robertson on the  f irs t day back 
w ith  th is  year's House Music ready and prepared fo r fu ll scale 
rehearsal. And w ha t a g rea t job  V icky did. The cho ir pe rfo rm ed 
We close o u r eyes  w ith  its  usual pro fessiona lism  (and some 
o rig in a l dance moves), C atriona Sutherland p e rfo rm ed  th e  solo 
w ith  her custom ary  ap lom b and fin a lly  the  ensem ble pe rfo rm ed  
A d iem us  led by V icky  he rse lf. Even th o u g h  we d id n 't w in  any 
o f th e  ind iv idua l awards we s till m anaged to  re ta in  the  overa ll cup.

Soon we were o ff on ou r House tr ip  - Ice skating in Dundee.
The doub le-decker bus ride  was a m ix tu re  o f joy and h o rro r as 
the  s ing ing took  ho ld fo r the  w ho le o f th e  journey. We had to  drag 
some o f th e  s ta ff o n to  th e  ice, and Kara and V icki off, because the  
bus was w a iting  to  take us back. As fo r Paula -  a s ta r was born.

The new UVI acqu ired a brand new com m on room  w hich they 
proceeded to  pa in t under the  expe rt gu idance of Tisi. Bella,
Angela and I w ere d ispatched to  B&O to  pick up th e  red pa in t 
th a t had been chosen and w hich d e fin ite ly  looked pink to  us.

S aturday n igh t food n igh ts  came and went and H arry  P o tte r Fever 
gripped the  House as several tr ip s  to  the  c inem a had to  be organ ised.

The IV Form and LVI k itchen bo th  go t a m akeover th a t Changing  
Rooms w ou ld be proud of.

The Chris tm as p a rty  had its  usual round o f e n te rta in m e n t fro m  each 
year g roup w ith  Karina Maclean's m em orab le pe rfo rm ance  o f The G irl 
Who C an 't Dance leaving a lasting im pression.

In the  In te r House com p e titio ns  T hornbank ba ttled  on, beating  our 
riva ls  next do o r a t a th le tics , cross-coun try, tennis, rounders, sw im m ing, 
badm inton, ju n io r hockey and ju n io r  ne tba ll.

H ollyw ood came to  S tra tha llan  when D olly Parton tu rned  in to  Holly 
H arvey in o u r In te r House p ro du ction  o f S tee l Magnolias, ab ly  d irec ted 
by C atriona Sutherland and supported  on stage by Jenny Hay, Katie 
Flem ing , Flossie C arpen te r and Am elia  Lane. Holly, a long w ith  C atriona 
and Am elia, la te r tu rned  her skills  to  w rit in g  and d irec tin g  the  ju n io r 
p ro du c tion  o f Benders L ike  Beckham , s ta rr in g  Ann-Louise Breaden and 
V icky D rum m ond Hay. No tro ph ies  came ou r way, bu t th e  s tandard is 
im prov ing  every year, so maybe if  next tim e  we w rite  th e  scrip t a w ho le 
week be fo re  th e  co m p e titio n  we could im prove even more.

The VI Form ball b ro ug h t th e  House to  a pinnacle o f excitem ent.
The g irls  looked am azing in th e ir  dresses, w ith  th e ir  hair, nails, and 
m ake-up ju s t pe rfec t. The ju n io rs  je a lo us ly  looked on as th e  VI Form 
w ere swept o ff by th e ir  pa rtne rs  fo r an evening o f pa rty ing . And the 
paym ent fo r th is  n ig h t o f fu n  and fr iv o litie s?  Jude 's fee t a t m idn igh t.

We decided to  c la im  ignorance and take no blam e if  the  co lou r 
was w rong. Fo rtuna te ly  it looked a lo t b e tte r on the  walls.

The f irs t event held th e re  was the  ha llow een p a rty  and, in tru e  
gu is ing tra d itio n , everyone had to  pe rfo rm  a song o r poem  to  get 
th e  goodies. Tracey and Anna's D oub le -D e rrie re  o f  Thornbank  
House  was a p a rtic u la r de light.
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The j u n i o r s  j e a l o u s l y  l o o k e d  on as t h e  VI Fo rm w e r e  s w e p t  
o f f  by t h e i r  p a r t n e r s  f o r  an e v e n i n g  o f  p a r t y i n g .

A fte r many, m any hours o f d iscussion in House Council, a new 
House rugby sh irt f in a lly  a rrive d  a t the end o f the  sum m er te rm , 
ju s t in tim e  fo r the  end o f te rm  BBO. Mr F lem ing also found h im se lf 
s po rting  new a ttire  -  a co lo u fu l pa ir o f trouse rs  fresh fro m  N igeria. 
Thank you K a trin . The VI Form re trieved  th e  Thornbank skipp ing rope 
to  prove th a t th e y 're  no t too  old o r to o  cool to  play. The a rche ry  w ent 
down well, as did Jenn y  and Helen's cooking .

So m uch has happened; so m uch has been achieved.

W ith Four As a t A leve l, and a c lu tc h  o f school prizes, Lou ise  Lam b 
has been an exam ple to  everyone. C o n g ra tu la tio n s  on her p lace at 
O xfo rd . GCSE A & A *grades resu lted  in J o  Greer, Becky Johnstone , 
K irsten Mack, Flossie C arpen te r and Jenn i McBain ge ttin g  H alf Colours. 
Four As at AS level resu lted in Katie F lem ing's ga in ing fu ll colours.

Ind iv idually , Carin Munro, w ith  he r p ip ing, and Melissa Piper, w ith  her 
skiing, con tinue  to  ge t th e  House a reg u la r m e n tion  in school assembly. 
Ann-Louise Breaden shou ld also be cong ra tu la ted  fo r he r se lection 
in th e  Scotland U16 hockey team .

One o f the  m ost am azing achievem ents o f th e  year has been th a t of 
the q u in te t o f Sam ara Johnstone , Katie  Flem ing, Jenny Hay, S tephanie 
Hickey and Holly Harvey. Five Thornbank g irls  set o ff to  rep resent the 
school as th e  g irls  Sen ior C ross-C ountry team  in the  na tiona l 
cham pionships and came back as Scottish Cham pions. Incred ib ly, if any 
one o f the  f irs t fo u r runne rs  had fa llen, o u r f i f th  runner, Holly, was in 
such a good position  th a t we w ou ld s till have won the  cham pionship.

Team w ork and supp o rt rea lly  do m a tte r and e f fo r t w ill be rewarded.

Mimi, as Head o f House, and Bella, as deputy, have led an able and 
m a tu re  team  of p re fec ts  and proved m ore th an  capable o f taking  
charge o f th e  House. P re fec t m eetings were always fun  and live ly  w ith  
the  discussion o f such w e ig h ty  m a tte rs  as V icky Robertson 's w ashroom  
e tiqu e tte , o r how to  get the 3rd fo rm  to  be gu ie t. We w ou ld like to  thank 
all ou r p re fec ts  fo r  th e ir  w ork  and supp o rt in the  House as well as th e ir  
la ug h te r and company. This year has been a g rea t one.

We w ou ld also like to  say a special thank you and fa rew ell to  Debbie 
Carr fo r all he r w ork  in the  House and to  Ja n e t W atson fo r all those 
S aturday n igh ts. N ot fo rg e ttin g  our tru s ty  team  o f tu to rs  N igel Sm ith, 
Ju lia  M orrison  and Ju lie  Sum m ersg ill and last, bu t c e rta in ly  no t least, 
Morag, Liz and Linda w ith o u t w hom  no th ing  w ou ld be qu ite  the  same.

J R F  & SF
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Wood l a nd s
The y e a r s ta r te d  w ell d e sp ite  th e  ap p reh en sio n s  of th e  im p o rta n t ex am s com ing  up (are  th e re  
u n im p o rta n t ones?) and th e  usual g rum b les  ab o u t room  a llo c a tio n  by th e  p re fe c ts .

N ext order of business for me; com p ile  the  endless du ty  rotas.
I had no idea th is  jo b  was go ing to  be so m uch like hard w ork.
Everyone s low ly  se ttled  back in to  life  in W oodlands w ith  on ly  a few 
m ino r hiccups, such as M atilda and Sarah try in g  to  festoon  th e  fo ye r 
in S lipknot posters, th e  III Form re fus ing  to  go to  bed and the  UVI 
argu ing  over the  decor fo r  o u r com m on room  and then discussing the  
"N o boys a llow ed" ru le  w ith  Mr. Evans. Cheers on the  fina l decision, Sir.

The f irs t ha lf o f te rm  fin ished on a high note, w ith  us (a lm ost) c leaning 
up in the  House Music com p e titio n . Rebecca did us proud w ith  her 
w inn ing  flu te  solo, made all the  b e tte r by th e  fact th a t th e  judge was 
a f la u t is t and so tru ly  apprec ia ted  her ta len t. Sioned and Sarah led 
th e  ch o ir well to  v ic to ry  w ith  Gospel tu ne  Oh H appy Day. A pa rticu la r 
m en tion  should be made o f Gina's solo, as she s ta rte d  to  t ire  he r th ro a t 
in rehearsals, bu t she swallowed th e  pain on th e  day and made the  
song. Thanks also to  K im and Mandi fo r  backing up w ith  th e ir  duet, 
especia lly  as bo th  su ffe r fro m  acute stage fr ig h t. Thanks also to  H arrie t 
and Sulekha fo r  th e ir  expertise . However, I have to  echo th e  w ords 
of the  wise one (Kots) "H ow  did Thornbank ge t Best O verall House 
w ith o u t w inn ing  a s ing le p rize?" N ot th a t we're b itte r o r anyth ing .

A fte r ha lf te rm  came sen ior House dram a and o u r p ro du ction  of 
Once a C atholic. A lthou gh  we w ere robbed o f the  big prize (again)
Kots scooped Best Actress, proving  once and fo r all th a t she is the 
m ost rounded person IN THE WORLD and th a t her b lazer looked like 
th a t fo r a reason. Thanks to  Sam and Mandi fo r all th e ir  pa tience and 
fo r m aking us wear those be au tifu l, be a u tifu l costum es. The ju n io rs  
once again pu t us to  sham e on the  dram a fro n t. A lthou gh  I was too  
busy sunbath ing  on D o f E to  w atch th e  ju n io r  House dram a I heard 
th a t I m issed a grea t show. I m ust have since W oodlands received 
the  award fo r best play.

On to  sport. This year was d e fin ite ly  a year fo r the  seniors as we won 
bo th  in te r House hockey and ne tba ll. N etball capta in  Chis a ided the 
hockey v ic to ry  w ith  he r debu t as sweeper, w h ils t 1st XI goalie, Kots 
(yes, it's  he r again) was in ou r ne tba ll lineup. The ju n io rs  w ere pipped 
at th e  post bu t hey, the re 's  always next year. I th ink  the  less said abou t 
the  o th e r sp o rtin g  events the  better, except th a t th e re  were several 
no tab le  pe rfo rm ances, in p a rtic u la r Jean Ja rd ine 's  fish like an tics  in the 
pool and Anne Kelly 's runn ing  in the  cross coun try . House s p ir it could 
never be questioned w ith  everyone prepared to  com m it to  th e  cause 
and en joying  the  occasions.

A lthou gh  we d id n 't w in the  A th le tics  S tandards th is  year, appa ren tly  
we cam e th e  c losest we have in years. This is p robab ly  because every 
m em ber o f th e  UVI p a rtic ip a te d , proving  w e're no t th e  layabouts we 
w ere once th o u g h t to  be. Well done, guys. Of course I have to  m ention  
th e  tug  o f w ar in w hich we nailed Thornbank's  p ink sh irts  and games 
sk irts , p u ttin g  th e  tro p h y  back on W oodlands' she lf w here it belongs.
Too r ig h t.

On the  m ore academ ic side we d id n 't do as well, bu t nobody 's  pe rfec t. 
We went down in s ty le  in th e  academ ic challenge p ronounc ing  Big 
Mack the  biggest ca rn ivo re  na tive  to  B rita in . Hmm. However, we were 
successful in th e  Sen io r House D ebating co m p e titio n  w ith  exce llent 
pe rfo rm ances fro m  Sam, Emma, Louise and Ishbel. The ju n io rs  
d id n 't qu ite  m irro r th is  resu lt, bu t pu t in an equal am oun t o f e ffo rt.

So th a t about sums up the  year in Woodlands. A few  of th e  more 
m em orable m om ents and ou tings  include having to  choose between 
the Scotland vs. Barbarians m atch o r H arry  P otter, ou r tr ip  to  Riverdance, 
the slagging we received a t Jane t's  panto, and the  various tu to r  meals. 
However, possibly the  m ost m em orable m om ents were watching th e  mass 
panic and hysteria spread every tim e  the  rats appeared (and even when 
they d idn 't). So all you scabbers w ho th row  th e ir  rubbish in the  bush, 
especially all you Thornbank tinkers, STOP. And a word o f advice to 
next year's UVI - don 't use the com m on room  w indow as a bin like 
we did, because I'm sure it d idn 't help the verm in problem.

Thanks to  Mr. and Mrs. Evans fo r  p u ttin g  up w ith  us fo r yet an o th er 
year, I know  it w asn 't one o f the  easiest, and in p a rtic u la r fo r  he lp ing 
us w ith  all the  boring , ye t im po rtan t, UCAS stu ff. Thanks to  Jane t 
and th e  ever-chang ing  lineup o f dom estic  s ta ff fo r  all th e ir  e ffo rts  
in keeping the  House look ing  respectable, desp ite  all o u r a ttem p ts  
a t resistance. Thanks to  all th e  UVI, p re fec ts  and plebs alike, fo r 
m aking the  braw ls e n te rta in in g , bu t g e ttin g  on well the  rest o f the 
tim e, and p a rtic u la r thanks to  V icky fo r  all he r help.

F ina lly  (is th a t a 'Thank goodness', I hear?), good luck to  Sioned 
and Sarah and the  rest o f the  pre fec ts  fo r the  com ing year.

Susie H ew itt

H ou s e  s p i r i t  c o u ld  n e v e r  be q u e s t i o n e d  
w i t h  e v e r y o n e  p r e p a r e d  to  c o m m i t  t o  t h e  cause  

and  e n j o y i n g  t h e  o c c a s i o n s .





A year out in 
the outback
W ith a tea r in my eye and a lump in my throat, I said goodbye to  my 
fam ily  a t Heathrow, and set ou t on w hat was to  become the adventure 
o f a lifetim e. Leaving my fam ily  was hard enough, but go ing ou t to  
Austra lia, knowing no one, proved to  be even more d ifficu lt.

This was meant to  be my crowning mom ent, the tim e where I go t to  grow 
up, and become my own person, shine to  my fu ll potentia l, step ou t of my 
sister's shadow, and I was dreading it... I was setting o ff to  the unknown, 
because I hadn 't really paid too much a tten tion  to  w hat it was I would be 
doing and it was a daunting experience I shall never forget. What I worked 
ou t la ter was th a t I had gained a placem ent w ith  Gap A ctiv ities Projects, 
and would be w orking w ith  Conservation Volunteers Austra lia fo r 20  weeks 
in to ta l. Twenty unpaid hard working weeks. And then I go t to  th inking...

I arrived in M elbourne and set o ff to  make the journey to  the  office, which 
was buried som ewhere deep in suburbia. But I had my instructions  on a 
b it o f paper; firs t o f all I had to  get a tra in  -  no problem , done th a t many 
tim es before. Then I had to  ge t o ff at the r ig h t stop... ok, I can handle tha t. 
Then try in g  to  leave the  s ta tion  by the r ig h t ex it on to  the  r ig h t s tree t - 
bam, and it all s tarted to  go ho rrib ly  w rong. 10 m inutes later, I th oug h t 
I was on th e  r ig h t street, and then I had to  catch a tram ... a what?? So 
even tua lly  I found the o ffice  build ing, (having walked past it twice), and 
w ent in to  m eet the  o the r 3 gappers th a t I would be w ork ing w ith . They 
had ju s t fin ished th e ir  brie fing  and so while  they were packed o ff to  the 
vo lun teer house, I stayed and go t a brie fing  all to  myself. It was all the 
fo rm al stuff, about having to  wear gloves a t all times, and safety 
glasses...but, th a t over w ith , the weekend was ours to  explore and get 
to  know each other. This we took fu ll advantage of, before w ork s tarted 
on Monday, a lthough fo r some unlucky people it was Sunday, due to  the 
distance o f trave l to  the  project.

I w on 't bore you w ith  a detailed account, week by week, o f work, because, 
as I said, the re  were 20  o f those weeks, bu t the w ork was just fantastic.
It was a very varied 5 m onths, the re  were many th ings th a t we d idn 't get 
to  do, it being the w rong tim e o f year, but m any th ings th a t we did get 
the  chance to  try  ou r hand at. We put up many a fence, and took down 
probably just as many old ones, try in g  not to  step on too  many snakes. 
Fencing was de fin ite ly  the  best kind o f w ork because by the end o f it, 
you could stand back and look a t 4 /5 k m  o f pe rfec tly  s tra igh t fencing 
(apart fro m  the  odd kink) and say "We did that.".

The w ork also involved co llecting seed to  be used to  'vegetate ' an area 
w ith  local species, p lan ting trees to  stabilise rive r banks o r to  jo in  up 
green areas g iving some o f the  local species a c o rrid o r th rough which 
to  get to  A fro m  B. There was also the  occasional lucky pro ject such 
as m ixing cem ent to  bo llard o ff areas. You see, Austra lians all have such 
big cars and tow  ropes th a t they  can ju s t pull your average bollard ou t 
and drive on th rough  the  pro tected area, so in were called conservation 
vo lunteers to  the  rescue.

One pro ject I w ould de fin ite ly  call lucky was w ork ing w ith  anim als 
in a w ild life  sanctuary up in Albury. We were feeding penguins and o the r 
anim als, and pu tting  on shows fo r  the  ch ildren th a t came to  v isit, which 
was the downside, not on ly  because o f my s ligh t dislike o f small children, 
bu t also because I was expected to  hold a carpet snake, and the 
com b ination  o f the  tw o was unbearable. Not to  m ention c learing up the, 
now how shall I pu t th is  politely, 'mess' th a t the  penguins le ft in th e ir 
boxes; a task which som ehow go t assigned to  me every m orning.
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the weekend was ours to explore and get 
to know each other.



A fte r 10 weeks, which actua lly  w ent much qu icker than I had expected,
I had to  travel the thousands o f kms to  Perth in one week. A lthough there 
is a bus service, it does take a couple of days in cramped and, I'm assured, 
smelly conditions, so I opted ou t and go t the tra in  over the Nullabor. 
C erta in ly an experience. I caught it (only just) in Adelaide, having got a 
bus there  from  Melbourne, so th a t I could have a day o r tw o to  see the 
c ity  before I le ft, and spent w hat fe lt like an e te rn ity  s itting  looking out 
o f the w indow at the vast regions o f nothing. When we got to  Cook, a 
ghost tow n mid-Nullabor, where on ly  one fam ily  lives, we were allowed 
o ff the tra in  to  have a wee look; I guess they were do ing th ings to  the 
to ile ts  and w ate r/fue l supply. I could not believe it, as I walked away 
from  the  row o f em pty  and disused houses, as far as I could see, there  
was nothing . And the tra in  track, as fa r as it could be seen, was dead 
dead stra ight. I did m eet a lo t of people and it was great because there  
was a lounge type area, and there  were a group o f us s itting  in there 
one evening, reading, playing cards, the re  was a guy playing the c larinet, 
and a couple o f people gazing at a map try in g  to  figure  out exactly  where 
we were...and the re  was a film  crew. Yeah, they were try in g  to  make an 
advert fo r the tra in  company, and when they  saw th is group o f about 7/8 
o f us, they went mad w ith  the excitem ent over the  unprom pted spectacle 
tha t was us.

A rriv ing  in Perth, I saw th a t the  o ffice  was run  in qu ite  a d iffe re n t way 
from  w ha t I and the  o th e r gappers w ere used to. It was a m uch more 
relaxed atm osphere, I guess being th e  m ost isolated c ity  in the  w orld 
must do th a t to  some people. No longer were we given food fo r the  week 
and to ld  to  come up w ith  som eth ing creative . There was a superm arket 
about 10 m inutes walk away, and we were given the  money, and allowed 
to  go and get w hat we wanted, and provided the re  was enough money 
le ft a t th e  end o f the  week, we could welcom e the  pizza de livery  boy 
on a Friday nigh t. The Perth o ffice  was much smaller, and as a result 
on ly 2 team s were sent ou t every week, and w h ile  in M elbourne a lm ost 
every week was spent away fro m  th e  vo lley house. In Perth, every 
fo rtn ig h t, the re  was a hom e pro jec t and you d idn 't have to  pack your 
life  away and set ou t again, so the  Perth  vo lley house was m uch more 
hom ely in th a t respect. I also found th a t the  people in general were 
much m ore fr ie n d ly  and less u p tig h t than in M elbourne, p robably  due 
to  th e ir  position in Austra lia .

While in Perth we had th e  op p o rtu n ity  to  w ork w ith  many m ore locals 
than when in M elbourne, because in Perth it was a real problem  try in g  
to  get vo lunteers to  reach the west coast, as m any backpackers don 't 
seem to  know it even exists, so m any m ore locals came out on a 
day-to- day basis w ith  the team  of volunteers. In th is  respect, I th ink 
th a t GAP is an invaluable source o f labour fo r m any o f the less known 
and less accessible cities. Not all of the work th a t we did was som ething 
th a t I agreed w ith ; one week m igh t be spent w ork ing fo r a m u ltina tiona l 
company ensuring they get enough "g reen" credits, leading to  a niggling 
suspicion a t the back o f my mind, th a t my tim e could have been be tte r 
spent som ewhere else, w ork ing  fo r someone else. But the m a jo rity  of 
the tim e, we were doing som eth ing w orthw h ile  fo r people who, if we 
hadn 't helped, m igh t have taken m onths to  do w hat we did in a week, 
and you could rea lly  see the  satis faction and pleasure on th e ir faces 
at the end o f the week, when we'd fin ished w hat we came ou t to  do.

I th ink  th a t I can safely say th a t I abso lute ly  would recom m end th is 
to  anyone who wanted to  do som ething w orthw h ile  in th e ir  year out, 
because it is an excellent cause th a t does need support, and in many 
of the states it is strugg ling  to  find funding. So it is de fin ite ly  som ething 
th a t is w orth  doing, and at the end o f the  placem ent, I came away not 
on ly w ith  many fan tastic  memories, th a t I don 't th ink  I w ill ever lose, tru ly  
am azing friends, and a few  awesome photographs, but mostly, the  feeling 
of having put som ething back in to the  w orld  which strugg les to  care fo r 
us. The on ly  people th a t I can thank fo r th a t are the  people who organise 
it, and those o f you w ho helped me fund it.

Shuna Readman

Thi s  was m e a n t  t o  be 
my  c r o w n i n g  m o m e n t ,  

t h e  t i m e  w h e r e  I g o t  to 
g r o w  up, and  b e c o m e  
my own  p e r s o n ,  s h i ne  
t o  my  f u l l  p o t e n t i a l ,  

s t ep  o u t  of  my  s i s t e r ' s  
s hadow,  and  I was 

d r e a d i n g  it.
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Even as ye sow..

The Bioloqy dept aqain ran a sum m er qardeninq project w ith  
the  III Form. The poor w ea the r led to  the  weeds having a fie ld  day 
(excuse the  pun) and th e  III Form had th e ir  w ork  cu t ou t to  keep 
on top  o f th e ir  plots.

This year they  grew  flow ers, as well as the  le ttuces  and radishes 
w hich fea tu red  last year; some groups even found  some o f last 
year's  un -harvested po ta toes and p lan ted  them .

The w inners w ere P eter Burgess and Jam ie  M orrison, w ho worked very 
hard to  m a in ta in  th e ir  t id y  p lo t and to  reap a good harvest. The w inners 
in each ca te gory  were presented w ith  some m ini cactus p lan ts  th e y  can 
en joy grow ing fo r a long tim e  to  come. C ongra tu la tions  to  th e  w inners 
and well done to  all w ho to o k  part.

PM V

n d m a n
Land and free d o m ...

This year's landman qroup was one o f the  m ost in du strious  and 
inven tive  groups th a t the  school has had the  pleasure o f w itnessing. 
The ad d ition  o f bo ile r su its  and w ork gloves to  ou r im age has fu r th e r  
enhanced landm an's p ro file  th ro u g h o u t the  school. Rowan M arshall and 
Ph illip  Scales successfu lly  led the  team  to  m any v ic to rie s  aga inst steep 
slopes needing s tepped and va lley sides needing paved. The lads’ 
increasing d is like fo r de odoran t caused qu ite  a s t ir  du ring  m any

landm an sessions. John ny  m anaged to  pull o ff look ing like a dustm an 
ex trem e ly  well, w h ile  new boy Benson, by th e  end o f the  year, had the 
fish fa c to ry  w orker look dow n to  a "T ". The burn was cleaned, 
s tra igh tened  and dam m ed; th e re  have been steps, and a ne tw ork  of 
pa ths b u ilt th ro u g h o u t the  valley. The w ork  on the  va lley was extensive 
and has rea lly  g iven it  an open aspect, w hich w ill ho pe fu lly  w arran t its 
open ing to  the  pupils to  en joy and apprecia te  in th e  com ing year.

Ruarldh Em slie and Rowan Marshall
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In w h a t has tu rn e d  o u t to  be m y  la s t y e a r as D ire c to r of M usic  a t  S tra th a lla n , it is v e ry  p leas ing  to  be be 
able to  re p o rt a n o th e r  a c tiv e  and va ried  y e a r  of m us ic  m akin g  in th e  school.

Perhaps most significant th is  year has been the  great success 
of the weekly Chapel service held every W ednesday m orn ing .
This is som eth ing  I have been a im ing to  ge t in place fo r som e tim e 
now, so th a t th e  chapel ch o ir can sing in public  every  week, as well 
as at its o th e r pe rfo rm ances. The resu lt has been a pe rcep tib le  
im provem ent in th e ir  sound. The ch o ir has had to  learn a lo t o f new 
music re la tive ly  qu ickly, bu t we now have a good-sized reperto ire , 
w hich should grow  over the  years. Added to  which, th e ir  confidence 
has grow n and they  are now nice ly  placed fo r som eone to  add m ore 
polish over th e  com ing years. In all th is  I have been m uch helped by 
the hard w ork  o f th e  choir, spurred  on by th e  ou tgo in g  Head o f C hoir 
Richard Blakey, whose com m itm en t to  the  o rg an iza tio n  o f th e  cho ir 
and its  m usic has been second to  none.

The orchestra  has also con tinued  to  flou rish , m ost ab ly  led by Laura 
Kotseroglou. This year we ven tu red  in to  lig h te r rea lm s w ith  The Pink 
P an the r  Theme, as well as pe rfo rm in g  the  D am buste r M arch  and the 
last m ovem ent o f M ahler's Th ird  Sym phony.

There has been a gradual expansion o f o th e r ensem bles w ith  a regu la r 
saxophone group, Jazz Band and Riley Big Band courtesy  o f M r J im  
M orrice. As well as the  Brass Q uin tet, we have also had some Scottish 
fidd le  music, num erous rock bands and o th e r ensembles.

There have also been some exce llent Associa ted Board exam results. 
Topping the  bill here were H a rrie t Hunt - grade 8  piano passed w ith  
d is tinc tio n  and Ni Wang - grade 8 p iano w ith  m e rit. In to ta l th e re  were 
34  passes on in s tru m e n ts  in c lud ing  6  d is tin c tio n s  and 13 m e rits  and 
17 passes at grades 5 and 6 theory.

House Music and H eadm aster’s Music are w ritte n  abou t elsewhere, 
bu t in add ition , ou r year g roup concerts  con tinue  to  th r iv e  and the re  
has been an ad d ition a l S ixth Form C oncert fo r those prepa ring  fo r 
A-level rec ita ls  du ring  th e  sum m er te rm . R iley concerts  have taken 
place tw ice  per te rm  on Fridays.

There was a Lunch tim e  C oncert on S tra tha llian  Day in May and the 
chapel ch o ir sang a Festival Choral Evensong a t St. John 's  K irk in Perth , 
as pa rt o f the  Perth A rts  Festival, also in May. The Dem on Barbers  
m ade a m ost w elcom e re tu rn  v is it du ring  the  au tum n te rm  and gave 
a concert to  a la rge and ap p re c ia tive  audience in th e  Theatre. Much 
tim e  was pu t in to  prepare fo r the  cho ir to u r and R etu rn  to  the  
Forb idden P lane t du ring  the  ve ry  sho rt Easter te rm . Yet again pupils  
took  a leading pa rt in th e  band fo r th is  show. Five rock bands to o k  part 
in S tra ths tock  du ring  the  sum m er te rm , sure ly  now an annual fix tu re , 
and o f these, Turp itude  deserve p a rtic u la r c ong ra tu la tion s  fo r th e ir  
successes over th e  year. R iley and sen ior pupils  took  pa rt in th e  Perth 
Music Festival com p e titio ns  th is  year and events con tinue  r ig h t up to  
th e  end o f the  year w ith  a R iley C oncert and V a led ic to ry  Service 
on th e  last day.

And so I can now look back on six years o f ve ry  fu lf il lin g  m usic m aking 
a t S tra tha llan . When I a rrive d  th e re  was on ly  one person ta k in g  A-level 
and tw o  ta k in g  G.C.S.E. The fa c ilitie s  fo r m usic w ere ve ry  lim ited . Now 
th e re  are 12 tak ing  A level, s ixteen on the  G.C.S.E. course and we have 
a new de pa rtm e n t. I have been lucky to  have had th e  pleasure o f 
w ork ing  w ith  m any ha rd -w ork ing  and skilled m usicians du ring  my tim e, 
and herein, I feel, lies S tra th a lla n ’s s treng th : no t in its  Com m on Room 
o r its  fa c ilities  o r exam results, bu t its  pupils. So m any o f them  have 
disp layed com m itm en t, m usicianship, and a sense o f humour, as well 
as being good company. This has been ve ry  apparent du ring  many 
m em orab le  cho ir tr ip s  and was ev ident again d u ring  my fina l weeks, 
when th e re  was a de lig h tfu l su rp rise  5 0 th  b irth d a y  party, g iven me 
by my 4 th  fo rm  du ring  a doub le m usic lesson, fo llow ed soon a fte rw ards  
by a n o th e r su rp rise  m eal, c o m p le te  w ith  cham pa gne  and ta x i, la id 
on by som e up pe r s ix th  fo rm  g irls . So, m any th anks  to  Mr W alm sley 
fo r his tw o  years as A ssis tant D irec to r o f Music, to  all the  pe ripa te tic  
staff, bu t especia lly  the  pupils fo r all th e ir  good w ishes and hard w ork 
over the  years: long m ay the  m usic o f S tra tha llan  prosper!

DGR
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One of th e  m a jo r th e m e s  of D avid R ead's t im e  as D ire c to r  of S tra th a lla n  has been  
th e  in c reas e  in th e  n u m b er of people ta k in g  p a rt  in sh ow -p iece  ev e n ts  such as  
Speech D ay c o n c e rts  and H e a d m a s te r 's  A u tu m n  and S u m m er M usic .

This cold autumnal eveninq saw no exception to  th a t principle.
The Senior Choir com prised s ixty-five mixed voices; the Riley Choir 
eighteen; the Orchestra th irty -th re e  players and the  Jazz Band 
some eleven m aestri. Add to  th a t a num ber o f instrum enta l and vocal 
soloists, and a s ign ifican t p roportion  of the S tratha llan com m unity  was 
involved in an enviable program m e o f en terta inm ent and music making.

Proceedings began, as they so often do, w ith  the School Orchestra playing 
tw o well-known pieces -  the D am buster March  by Eric Coates, and Henry 
Mancini’s Theme fro m  the Pink Panther. School orchestras can sometim es 
be underm ined by th e ir own inexperienced com position, pa rticu la rly  in the 
string sections, but on th is occasion the players go t the N igh t a t the Films 
o ff to  a rousing s tart. A fte r a subdued beginning the orchestra quickly 
warm ed up, the woodw ind section being especially no tew orthy  in its c larity  
and drive. They were once again to  the  fo re  in the Theme from  the Pink 
Panther, toge ther w ith  the  adm irable brass section; one o f th e  highlights 
of the evening.

Following th is rousing s ta rt to  the program m e was always going to  be 
d ifficu lt, but the  Brass Q uintet (com prising tw o trum pets, a trom bone, horn 
and euphonium ) perform ed tw o  dances from  Tchaikovsky's Five M iniatures  
fo r  Brass Q uin tet w ith  a sensitive apprecia tion o f the music's subtleties 
and dynamics.

As always on evenings o f th is kind, and in keeping w ith  Strathallan's recent 
reputa tion fo r producing accomplished singers, vocal contribu tions  made 
up the m a jo rity  o f the evening's cornucopia o f excellence. The Riley Choir 
made a distinguished con tribu tion  in Gordon Jacob's B ro the r Jam es' Air, 
showing youth fu l zest and attack in a piece w ith  re la tive ly  complicated 
rhythm s. Hannah Pickles, w ith  a very pleasant voice and clear diction, 
sang lain MacLachlan's The Dark Island, before the Riley Choir returned 
w ith  Bernstein's America. This perform ance was another h igh light o f the 
evening, w ith  complex rhythm s and excellent play between the various 
parts. C learly Mr. Walmsley's coaching and coaxing produced splendid 
results am ong these young singers.

The Chapel C hoir con tribu ted  th ree  con tras ting  pieces - Noble's 
M agn ifica t in  B M inor, W estering Hom e  and an a rrangem ent of 
Abba's Money, Money, Money. As w ith  all the  vocal con tribu tio ns  
on th is  evening, d ic tion  and part-s ing ing  were accom plished.
It was also pleasing to  see so m any boys tak ing  part.

The final vocal to u r  de fo rce  of the evening was Catriona Sutherland's 
in te rp re ta tion  o f D on 't te ll Mama from  the h it show Cabaret, set 
in 1930s Germany. Hers is a very versatile voice, clear and very 
distinctive, expressive and com pletely a t one w ith  th is style o f music
- in fact one could alm ost im agine it being w ritte n  fo r her.

Indeed, brass instrum ents were largely to  the fore on th is evening 
when Sulekha Varma la ter played a Pavanne by Faur£ in concert w ith  
Mr Walmsley on the organ -  a brave choice o f a well-known piece, 
displaying a sound technique and some de lightfu l by-play w ith  the 
organ accompaniment.

Both halves o f the evening's en terta inm ent were concluded w ith  
contrasting instrum enta l groups. First up was the Simpson House 
Ensemble which had recently won the ensemble prize in the  House 
C om petition. Their rendition o f In the M ood  had the audience clapping 
and tapping th e ir feet in tim e w ith  the players, the lead saxophone being 
pa rticu la rly  en terta in ing . The w hole evening was rounded o ff by J im  
Morrice's ever popular saxophone quarte t and jazz band perfo rm ing two 
pieces -  Bratton's arrangem ent of the Teddy Bears' Picnic, and Jim 's own 
Take you r Time. Both works had the audience swingin' in the aisles and 
provided a suitable clim ax to  an excellent evening's en terta inm ent.

The evening contained tw o perform ances o f contrasting piano pieces.
The firs t, Nyman's The Piano was played by Ellen McWhirter, the second, 
Prelude in E opus 6 2  by Chopin was perform ed by one o f ou r Chinese 
pupils, Ni Wang. Both young soloists showed good nim ble techniques and 
a sensitive approach to  both dynam ic and colour. In pa rticu la r Ni's playing 
was very polished and assured; c learly a s ta r in the making.

Her perform ance oozed class, belying the considerable technique required 
to  sing th is  style of music, and it was unquestionably th e  most professional 
perform ance o f the  evening.

Whilst voices and woodw ind instrum ents were the main flavour o f the 
evening, strings were not to  be fo rgo tten  in th is  m erry-go-round o f musical 
styles and tastes. We had a string quarte t energetically  playing a Hornpipe 
from  the W ater Music  by Handel, and the Head Girl, Laura Kotseroglou, 
made a brave choice of the them e from  Schindler's List, an em otive and 
evocative piece.

Once more, and to  my great regret, the evening had to  come to  an end.
It is a salu tary lesson th a t music o f such standards can be achieved by 
school children in concert w ith  a very dedicated team of peripa te tic  music 
teachers in a school like ours, in which so many o the r activ ities  happen on 
a regular basis. The dedication and skill th a t went in to the perform ances 
on the  night deserve to  be nurtu red  and encouraged, so it was very 
pleasing to  see a large num ber o f parents and pupils there  to  support 
w hat is a very enjoyable evening o f high class music-making.

RHF
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I It's not easy getting a job, no matter what grades you end up with, it's still difficult, If 
you are 15 -16 years old ana about o take standard grades or GCSEs, are looking to 
go into 6th Form, and are considering career options, then the Royal Air Force could 
help you with that choice. We currently offer a range of sponsorship opportunities 
within the commissioned specialisations. Whether you are looking to join straight 
from school or are considering graduate entry after university, we have a sponsorship 
deal which may suit,

Pilot Scholarship: Available for final year only, to those who wish to join the
Royal Air Force as a Pilot straight from school.

6th Form Scholarship: Available for final year only to those wishing to join
the Royal Air Force after studying at university: automatically leads to
university sponsorship. The Scholarship is available in a number of career 
specialisations.

University Sponsorship: Available in a variety of branch specialisations.

For further details on these sponsorship and other opportunities offered by the 
Royal Air Force, or on more general information on the wide range of career 
options, contact us at the following address, or through your School Careers 
Adviser. You can also go through the RAF Web Site (www.rafcareers.com) or visit 
your local Armed Forces Careers Office.

Senior Careers Liaison Officer 
29-31 Bank Street 
Dundee 
DD! 1RW

http://www.rafcareers.com
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T h is  y e a r  o u r a d ju d ic a to r w as M r N ich o las S m ith  B .A . D .R .S .M ., A s s is ta n t D ire c to r of M u sic  a t  
G iena im ond C ollege. H e spoke v e ry  h igh ly  of th e  s ta n d ard  of m usic , th e  e n th u s ia s m  of th e  
p e rfo rm e rs  and p a rt ic u la r ly  th e  pro fessio nal n a tu re  o f th e  p re s e n ta tio n  of each  House.

The com petition was very  close in th e  end, w ith  the  w inn ing  House 
g e ttin g  hom e by ju s t one m ark even th oug h  th e y  did no t p ick up 
any o f the  in d iv idua l troph ies .

FREELAND began w ith  a very tid y  E leanor R igby  fo r the  ensemble.
This piece had subtle ty  and was nicely balanced. Li Gan fo llowed w ith  an 
im pressive Prelude  by Gershwin, from  memory, on th e  piano. The choir 
ended w ith  a very s trik ing  version o f The J o y fu l K ilm arnock Blues. Secure 
sing ing in every departm ent, en thusiastic  and w ith  excellent d iction.

NICOL con tinued  w ith  the  evergreen S tand By Me. Enthusiasm  made 
up fo r any lack o f precis ion here, bu t th e re  was p len ty  o f th e  la tte r in 
M ichael Segaud's pe rfo rm an ce  o f an A lleg ro  by Senaille. In his f irs t year 
a t the  school, M ichae l’s spark ling  v io lin  solo made it  c lea r th a t we shall 
be hearing a lo t m ore  fro m  him in the  fu tu re . The Man Who Sold the  
W orld  w ound up N icol's act.

TH O R N B A NK  began w ith  a cha lleng ing  arrangem ent o f We Close O ur 
Eyes. Much s ing ing and dancing here, all ve ry  h igh ly  po lished. C atriona 
S u therland w arm ed to  th e  task in he r vocal solo Do It  Again. This was 
musical and she com m un ica ted  w ith  th e  audience th ro u g h o u t. More 
vocals in Adiem us. Very m oving and dram atic , bu t was th is  a cho ir 
o r an ensem ble?

R U THVE N  sang Love is A ll A round, and d o n 't you fo rg e t it. This was 
a novel, bu t en te rta in ing , approach to  a classic song pe rfo rm ed  by 
v ir tu a lly  the  w ho le House. Ian H ew itt th en  accom pan ied h im se lf on 
th e  p iano in one o f his own com positions, Som e Things in  L ife. This 
was very well done. The o b lig a to ry  rock band fin ished w ith  K ryp to n ite . 
"A  b it  o f  a th ra s h ,"  w ro te  th e  ad jud icator, bu t w asn 't th a t th e  idea?

SIM PSON House m a in ta ined its  tra d itio n  o f s ing ing a capella, again 
w ith  considerab le success. Blue M oon  go t th ing s  o ff to  an exce llent 
s ta rt, to  be fo llow ed by Richard Blakey w ho su rprised us w ith  a very  
m oving pe rfo rm ance  o f She. The ensem ble choice was In The M ood  
a rranged fo r the  S im pson in s tru m e n ta lis ts  and pe rfo rm ed  w ith  great 
sp irit.

W OODLANDS began w ith  th e  la rgest ensem ble (m ore o f an orchestra?) 
fo r S ta r Wars. Here was some very  well balanced ensem ble w ork  led by 
an e x tra o rd in a ry  conductress. Rebecca Chalm ers then bow led us over 
w ith  a s tunn ing  pe rfo rm ance  o f the  f irs t m ovem ent of Poulenc's F lu te  
Sonata. The ch o ir ended w ith  0  H appy Day, which was en thu s ias tica lly  
sung and well com m un ica ted to  th e  audience th ro u g h o u t, a long w ith  
ju s t th e  r ig h t am oun t o f m ovem ent to  keep ou r in te res t bu t no t de trac t 
fro m  th e  singing.

RESULTS

Best C o n d u c to r F ree land 
(G iles S eddon)

Best A c co m p a n is t R u th ve n  
(Ia n  H e w itt)

B est Solo W ood lands  
(R ebecca C h a lm e rs)

B est E nsem b le S im pson

B est G irls  C h o ir W ood lands

B est Boys C h o ir Free land

H ouse  M usic  C up fo r  th e  Best H ouse T h o rn b a n k
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O ur la rg e s t to u rin g  ch o ir y e t c lam b ered  on to  th e  now o b lig a to ry  lu x u ry  doub le- 
decker fo r w h a t w ould be Mr. R ead's fin a l ch o ir tour. York M in s te r  w as m uch  
m issed on o u r it in e ra ry  la s t year, so it w as to  be a w e lcom e re tu rn  v is it  th is  year.

Our tr ip  was only to  last two days and we began by s ing ing in 
the  ve ry  s tr ik in g  College Chapel o f St. H ild and St. Bede a t Durham  
U niversity. A small bu t loyal band o f supporte rs  jo ined  th e  ch o ir to  
en joy th e  chapel's  fine  acoustics  as we sang ou r way th ro u g h  chora l 
evensong. We w ere jo ined  by a num ber o f Old S tra tha llians  c u rre n tly  
at Durham , but we did no t have m uch tim e  to  spend there. A pa rt fro m  
Mr. Walmsley's fastest-ever gu ided to u r  o f the  c ity  fo r some m em bers, 
fo llow ed by su itab le  re freshm ents , courtesy  o f th e  U n ive rs ity  Chaplain, 
we were soon speeding on o u r way to  York.

A nyone w ho has not been on a ch o ir to u r  w ill have no idea o f some 
o f the  com p lica tions. We cannot ju s t check in to  ou r ho te l. We firs t have 
to  drop o ff o u r s ing ing costum es (k ilts ) a t the  M inster. This en ta ils  a call 
to  the  c ity  po lice fo r  coach access and the  M ins ter police. We m ust also 
make sure th a t o ve rn igh t bags are separate fro m  k ilt bags, and the re  
is nearly  always som eone w ho has th e  w rong a rt ic le  o f c lo th in g  in the  
w rong place. (Goodness, R ichard, isn 't life  a r io t?  Ed)

O ur annual cho ir d inn e r a t Pizza Express - w hich I'm sure M r Read w ill 
miss - was ex trem e ly  good. We were given sole use o f the  la rgest room  
and tre a te d  all th e  d iners to  some re fined s ing ing as a grace be fore  the  
meal, w hich was m uch apprecia ted .

The fo llo w ing  m orn ing  we d iscovered th a t the  now fa m ilia r York Youth 
Hostel s till cooks a mean breakfast and th en  it was o ff to  York fo r some 
shopping and th en  the  5 .30 service. Even those o f us w ho have been 
fo r years s till find  th e  M inster never fa ils  to  im press. Its size takes you r 
b reath  away and the  acoustic  is unbe lievable to  sing in. Despite the  
u n p re d ic ta b ility  o f Yorkshire w ea the r in February, the  sun shone in 
the  heavens and ou r v is it was on a Bank Holiday. York was packed 
w ith  v is ito rs  and a lo t o f th em  seem ed to  be a t ou r rehearsal du ring  
th e  a fte rn oon . Well over 2 0 0  a ttended the  service, du ring  w hich 
e ve ry th ing  w en t very well.

Once again it  was on to  th e  coach and, a f te r  a p it s top  a t Scotch Corner 
Hote l fo r a w ell- deserved supper, back to  S tra th.

On beha lf o f th e  Choir, I w ou ld like to  th ank  Mr. Read fo r p repa ring  and 
o rgan is ing  th is  tour, and m any m ore be fore it, Mr. W almsley fo r being 
ou r o rg an is t and also Mrs. Read, Miss Vosmekova, the  Chaplain and 
Mrs. McFarlane fo r th e ir  help du ring  the  to u r  and fo r pu ttin g  up w ith  us.

Best o f luck to  Mr. Read and Mrs. Read; we hope th a t they  w ill be happy 
in the  new school.

Richard Blakey Head of Choir

Even t h o s e  o f  us w h o  have  been  g o i n g  f o r  y e a r s  s t i l l  f i n d  t h e  M i n s t e r  
n e v e r  fa i l s  t o  i m p re s s .  I ts s ize t a ke s  y o u r  b r e a t h  a w a y  and  t h e  

a c o u s t i c  is u n b e l i e v a b l e  to  s ing  in.
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gross,  mora l . . .

Rock & Roll
T

his year's  S tra ths tock  was even 
b igger and b e tte r than last year's.

It gave the  w ho le school the  
o p p o rtu n ity  to  apprecia te  the  musical 
and pe rfo rm ance  ab ilitie s  o f S tra th 's  
up-and-com ing rock legends.

The show kicked o ff at around ha lf past 
seven w ith  th e  e lec tro  pop duo M irror Imaqe 
whose m ix o f keyboard m elodies, and the  
vocal ab ilitie s  o f th e  H ew itt b ro the rs, tw inned  
w ith  some p re tty  n ifty  ly rics  was enough to  
w h ip  the  young crow d in to  an abso lute frenzy.

Next on the  bill w ere M idgets in Bikinis,
w ho successfu lly  covered some o f today's 
m ost ce lebrated punk rock tunes, show ing 
ta le n t fa r beyond th e ir  years.

Following th e ir  pe rfo rm an ce  were GREEN  
COVEN, w ho m anaged to  in co rpora te  as 
m any guest pe rfo rm e rs  as possible, includ ing  
th e ir  ve ry  own dance troupe . The ir o rig ina l 
take on m usic scream ed ROCK in all 
d irec tions.

The th ree-p iece o u tfit, THE BEAT-WELLS, 
f ire d  on to  th e  stage to  g ive  us a re n d itio n  o f 
tw o  old-skool rock classics: A m erican  Woman 
and 2 0 th  C en tu ry  Boy  w hich bo th  w en t down 
like m edic ine helped along by several 
spoonfu ls  o f sugar.

TH E CRACKHOUSE SETUP created a 
rich g u ita r-ro ck  sound w ith  nuances of 
funk  flow ing  th ro u g h o u t. The ir shameless 
show m anship successfu lly  em ulated 
tra d itio n a l classic rock sensib ilities . 
M onstrous riffs , b lis te ring  solos and rough 
b luesy vocals were c e rta in ly  o rd e r o f th e  day.

Next were TU R P ITU D E , by fa r the 
m ost experienced band in S tra th , w ith  tw o 
dem o record ings  and m u ltitu d in o u s  live 
pe rfo rm ances under th e ir  belt, inc lud ing 
the  band's progress ion in to  th e  sem i-fina ls  
o f Perthsh ire 's  B a ttle  o f the  Bands 
com p e titio n . The ir o rig in a l b lend o f heavy 
rock, accentuated  by m ean ing fu l lyrics, 
a solid d rum  sound and a g u ita r is t w ith  
spectacu la r dancing ab ilities, m anaged to 
com pensate fo r a bassist w ith  an obscure 
obsession w ith  badgers.

A ll in all it  has been a good year fo r  rock, 
w ith  S tra ths tock  being a m ost exce llen tly  
d ra m a tic  c lim ax to  it. As fo r th e  fu tu re , keep 
you r m u lle ts  long and yo u r a ir gu ita rs  close 
a t hand as th e  mass o f show m anship, raw 
ta le n t and pure b rilliance  w ill w a rran t the 
progress ion o f m any to  becom e fu lly  
accom plished butchers, bakers and possib ly 
cand lestick  makers. Here's to  th e  fu tu re .
Rock on. (Or w ords to  th a t e ffec t)

Ruaridh Emslie
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Th e pipe band has had a n o th e r busy and su ccessfu l year, w inning a to ta l of 51 p rizes  and aw ard s.

The award-winning began during the school holidays w ith  Pipe M ajor 
Carin M unro ta k in g  seven, cu lm ina tin g  in a go ld  and a bronze medal fo r 
p ioba ireachd and m arch, s tra th sp ey  and ree l a t The Cowal G athering 
at Dunoon.

At The Scottish Jun io r Piping Championships, Calum Emslie surpassed 
him self to  win the Reekie Engineering Ltd. Cup as firs t prize in the  Senior 
Novice Piping Event. K it Hayward won the Vale o f A tho ll Cup as th ird  prize 
in the  Senior Chanter Event and Adam Michie won the Lawson, Coull and 
Duncan Shield as second prize in the Ju n io r Novice Piping Event, Benno 
Rawlinson took f if th  prize in the Senior Novice Piping.

At The S cottish  Schools' Q ua rte t and Trio P ip ing Cham pionships, 
S tra tha llan  won The H eadm aster’s tro p h y  as th ird  prize in th e  Q ua rte t 
co m p e titio n  fo r seniors. The team  o f Carin Munro, Calum Emslie,
Duncan Lawson and Adam M ichie (R iley 1J) played ex trem e ly  well to  
take an unexpected award. The ju n io r Trio o f K it Hayward, Richard Quibell 
and Benno Rawlinson fin ished in seventh place in the  Trio section.

Carin M unro made an exce llent jo b  of the  Lam ent on R em em brance 
Day, the  firs t g ir l to  have the  honour a t S tra tha llan .

Ten prizes w ere won a t The Vale o f A th o ll Solo P ip ing and D rum m ing 
C om petition . Carin was ru n ne r up to  th e  sen ior cham pion by fin ish ing  
second in th e  march, s tra th sp ey  and reel and in the  jig  section , then 
taking  th ird  prize in the piobaireachd. K it won the W. & I. Cramb Trophy 
as firs t prize in the  open dress and depo rtm e n t com petition . Adam was 
th ird  in th e  ju n io r march, Duncan was placed f if th  in the  ju n io r march 
and Andrew Fyfe and Andrew Campbell took f if th  and s ixth prizes 
respective ly in the  chan ter com petition . Howard took f if th  prize in the 
novice drum m ing event. A no the r good day's work.

Adam Michie showed his considerable ta len t when he played at 
Headm aster's Music th is  year and took the audience by storm .
We look fo rw ard to  great th ings fro m  him  in the fu ture .

A fo rage to  ano ther com petition  th is  year took us to  Bathgate fo r the  
Torphichen and Bathgate Pipe Band Solo Piping C om petition. Carin took 
f if th  prize in the senior piobaireachd event w hile Richard was s ixth in the 
senior chan ter com petition . Second prize in th e  Scottish Schools' 
Piobaireachd Championships fo r Carin kept S tra tha llan ’s name to 
th e  fore.

A t The B la irgow rie  com p e titio n , The Dundee, Perth and Angus Branch
o f th e  Royal Scottish Pipe Band A ssocia tion , six prizes were won. These 
w ere Carin w ith  the  Pat M elv in Cup, f irs t in th e  sen ior m arch, s tra thspey  
and reel, Howard Gray, second in novice drum m ing , Adam , th ird  in 
novice p ip ing, Duncan, f i f th  in novice piping, Kit, th ird  in chan te r and 
R ichard, fo u rth  in chanter. A good haul fo r the  day.

The C ra igm oun t H igh School Solo P ip ing Cham pionsh ip came next, fo u r 
prizes fo llow ed. These were The Royal Bank o f Scotland Trophy fo r 
C arin as f irs t p rize  in the  sen ior dress and d e p o rtm e n t section  as well 
as f i f th  prize in th e  sen ior p iobaireachd. F irs t and second prizes in the 
sen ior chan te r even t were won by K it w ho took  the  Ranald M acDonald 
Trophy and R ichard who won th e  second prize o f The Lo th ian  and 
Borders Pipe Band A ssoc ia tion  Shield.

Ca r i n  M u n r o  m a d e  an 
e x c e l l e n t  j o b  o f  t h e  L a m e n t  

on R e m e m b r a n c e  Day, t h e  
f i r s t  g i r l  t o  have  t h e  h o n o u r  

a t  S t r a t h a l l a n .
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At a new co m p e titio n  run  by George Watson's College, S tra tha llan  won 
the J u n io r M ini Band C om petition  w ith  the  Terris Shield as the  prize. 
This was a firs t ou tin g  fo r som e o f ou r new d rum m ers  w ho on ly  s ta rted  
in Septem ber; th e ir  d isp lay was ve ry  encouraging.

At the Glasgow H ighland Club Schools' C om petition  th is  year, we were 
not in a pos ition  to  pu t the  band in to  the  com petition , as ou r drum m ers 
needed a b it m ore tim e  and experience to  enable them  to  play a march, 
s tra thspey and reel. We did have some solo ists though, w ho kept ou r 
name " in  the  fram e". Carin re ta ined her senior p ip ing title , w inn ing the 
Macpherson Trophy fo r th e  second year running. Adam re info rced the 
success by tak ing  second prize in the  ju n io r pip ing com petition .

Our last big co m p e titio n  o f the  year was The S cottish  Schools' 
Cham pionships, held th is  year a t G lasgow Academy. Carin won the 
East o f Scotland Challenge Cup, being the  prize fo r  w inn ing  th e  senior 
solo pip ing cham pionship, com p le ting  a un igue ach ievem ent, she won 
th e  ju n io r  cham pionship, the  in te rm ed ia te  cham pionsh ip  and the  sen ior 
cham pionsh ip  in consecutive years. Adam  was second in the  ju n io r 
cham pionship. The pipers fin ished  second in the  Loch Nan Eun Ouaich 
fo r  th e  to p  school in solo p ip ing, D ollar tak ing  the  firs t prize th is  year. 
Th ird  place in th e  Bass and Tenor D rum m ing section , fo u rth  in th e  band 
com p e titio n , fo u r th  in th e  band dress and d r ill section and s ix th  overa ll 
in d ru m m ing  was a g rea t ach ievem ent fo r a band w hich could no t 
com pete  tw o  m onths  e a rlie r a t the  G lasgow H igh land Club.
Our young d rum  corps o f m a in ly  R iley pupils is on the  way up.

Our last even t o f the  year was ou r solo p ip ing and d rum m ing  
c o m p e titio n  in fro n t o f judges fro m  th e  Gram pian Police Pipe Band.

Seven pipers took  pa rt in the  Scottish Schools' Beating R etreat at 
Edinburgh Castle th is  year and en joyed the  im p o rta n t ro le o f being 
the "C en tre  Band" from  w hom  everyone else took  th e ir  dressing and 
position. A ll en joyed the  experience o f the  rehearsals and the 
perform ance , no t to  m e n tion  th e  ham burgers on the way home.

At The Scottish Pipe Band Cham pionships, held in a ve ry  wet 
D um barton  th is  year, S tra tha lla n  won the  Pentland Shield as fo u rth  
prize in the  Novice Juven ile  C ham pionship, a trem endous achievem ent 
fo r such a young band. The day had its lig h te r m om ents, especially  
when O liver Stevenson (R iley 1) was spo tted  do ing an im press ion of 
D arth  Vader. Out in the  pouring  ra in he had succeeded in p u ttin g  on 
a ra the r large sized cape w hich was tra ilin g  in the  mud behind him  as 
he walked. We m anaged to  find  him one w hich f itte d  a b it b e tte r be fore 
he w ent on parade a t the Massed Bands Finale to  the  C ham pionships.

Speech Day th is  year saw a good d isp lay on the  lawn fro m  a band w hich 
included ou r new, large (in  num ber) d rum  corps. A big g roup  o f new 
pipers m arched on fo r a sp irited  ren d ition  o f Duncan G ray  to  show o ff 
th e ir  new skills. W ith lo ts  o f p ractice  next year we hope m ost o f them  
w ill be able to  play the w ho le display.

The m ajor winners were as follows: Most Im proved D rum m er -  O liver 
Stevenson; Most Im proved Novice D rum m er - Ryan M atthew s; Novice 
D rum m ing and J u n io r D rum m ing -  Tom Flem ing;

Bass and Tenor D rum m ing - Laura Mackie; Sen ior D rum m ing - 
Howard Gray; Most Im proved P iper -  R ichard Q uibell; Most Im proved 
Novice P iper -  Sarah Herd; Most Im proved C hante r P layer -  O liver 
C orle tt; C hante r - Karina McLean; Novice P ip ing -  Katie Scobie;
J u n io r Pip ing - Adam M ichie; Senior P iping, P iobaireachd, H ornpipe 
& J ig  and Best C on tribu tio n  to  th e  band - Carin Munro.

JSR H

We l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  n e x t  y e a r .



3 6  t h e  S t r a t h a l l i a n  0 1 - 0 2 c h a p e
T h e re  has been a s in g u la r im p ro v e m e n t in th e  pupil response to  C hapel th is  year. Pupil in v o lv em e n t  
has been strong er, n o t on ly  becau se th e  S ix th  Form  c o n tin u e  to  read reg u la rly , b u t because each  
H ouse has ta k e n  p a rt in S unday C hapel.

This new understanding of partic ipation  in Chapel has been very 
encouraging. Riley have also taken pa rt in the  main W ednesday Chapel 
w ith  pe rfo rm ances o f plays done on an ad hoc basis. I am exceed ing ly 
g ra te fu l fo r all th e  pupil con tribu tio ns .

B aptism s

Sim on and Helen M iln b ro ug h t th e ir  ch ildren , Jessica and Joshua, 
to  be baptised in th e  Chapel on the  2nd Septem ber 2001.
The Chaplain o ffic ia ted .

Emma K ilpa trick , da ug h te r o f S im pson H ousem aster Mr. la in K ilpa trick  
and Mrs K atrina  K ilpa trick , was baptised on th e  Feast o f th e  Epiphany. 
The serv ice was conducted by th e  Rev John  Chalmers.

C o n firm atio n s

A high spot in th e  year has been th e  C on firm a tio n  Service, w hich 
happened on th e  last Thursday o f the  Spring Term 21st o f March.
The fo llo w ing  were con firm ed : Sara A ngharad Caves, Thom as R obert 
Flem ing, Fraser Charles Gough, N icholas Jam es A lexander Harvey, 
Louise A lison Lamb, W illiam  Fraser Louden, S tew art Jam es Moulds, 
David A lexander Pickles, Hannah E lizabeth Pickles, John  G ordon Pickles 
and O liver M ichael Stevenson. The Chaplain's th ree  ch ild ren w ere also 
baptised in the  same service. A special p a rt o f th is  baptism  was th a t it 
was ad m in is te red  by th e  Chaplain's re la tives, th e  Rev Kathleen Allen, 
and th e  Rev R ichard A llen.

The P reacher was The Very Reverend W. R. B. M acm illlan LLD DD, a 
Form er M odera to r o f The Church o f Scotland 1991, and Extra Chaplain 
to  Her M ajesty th e  Oueen. C on firm a tio n  was adm in is te red  by Rev 
Duncan S tenhouse MA BD (Church o f Scotland) M inister, Dunbarney 
and Forgandenny Parishes and by th e  R ight Rev M ichael Henley C.B. 
B ishop o f St Andrew 's, Dunkeld and Dunblane. O ur thanks are due to  
th e  Rev Canon Bob Fyffe BD MBA, R ector St. John  the  B ap tis t P erth 
and Mr Duncan S tenhouse fo r th e ir  p repa ra tion  o f th e  Candidates.

The Rev Colin W illiam son LLB BD o f the  S te w a rtry  o f S tra the a rn  led 
the  w orsh ip  and th e  Rev R ichard B u rk itt BA, R ector Black Isle Parishes, 
and Mrs D eidre Yellowlees, a Reader S te w a rtry  o f S tra thearn , assisted 
in Com m union.

W eddings

On th e  2 8 th  J u ly  2001 A lan Le arm onth  (OS) was m arried  to  Wendy 
Bravery. The Service was conducted by Rev Canon R. Fyffe o f St. John 's  
Episcopal Church, Perth . C hris tophe r N inham , son o f a m em ber o f s ta ff 
and fo rm e r pupil, was m arried  to  N icola E llio tt on the  2 5 th  August 2001. 
The service was conducted by th e  parish m inister, Rev Duncan 
Stenhouse.

Please note: chapel is always availab le fo r such events and we 
are on ly  to o  happy to  encourage its  use.

A h i gh  s p o t  in t h e  y e a r  
has been  t h e  

C o n f i r m a t i o n  S e r v i c e



The Carol Service was a great event, w ith  over 7 0 0  people in 
a ttendance. The rem arkab le  na tu re  o f th e  services was due to  the  hard 
w ork o f Mr R ichard W almsley w ith  the  Riley Service, and o f Mr David 
Read w ith  the  la te r services. Mrs Irene McFarlane coached the  readers 
and selected th e  substance o f the  readings.

Once again thanks m ust go to  the  ladies o f the  School, w ho made the 
Chapel look m agn ificen t a t C hris tm as and C on firm a tio n  Services, and 
m a in ta ined th is  du ty  th roug h  ou t the  year.

A sad loss to  th e  life  o f the  chapel is the  d e pa rtu re  o f Mr David Read, 
who has co n trib u te d  so much to  us. He has been very good to  w ork 
w ith  and did so m uch to  help me in my firs t year as chap la in . Many 
thanks to  h im  and all the  best to  you and y o u r fa m ily  in yo u r new 
position.

The V a led ic to ry  Service is always special because it is the  last tim e  the 
leavers w ill be to g e th e r in School. This year was made especially  
unusual in th a t the  M odera to r o f the  General Assem bly o f the  Church 
of Scotland, The R ight Reverend Dr. F in lay Macdonald, was th e  preacher

The Headmaster, Second M aster and Housem asters are thanked fo r 
th e ir  supp ort in the  w ork  o f th e  Chapel. Those in the  ch o ir have played 
a large pa rt th is  year and need to  be apprecia ted  also. The Chapel 
P refects, Steven Sm ith, Fraser N iven and R obert C larke have been 
m arve llous  and a wee word o f thanks m ust go to  John Pickles fo r 
all his extra w ork  as Chapel T reasurer th is  year.

Alpha

Alpha is th e  new nam e fo r S c rip tu re  Union. It m eets a t th e  Chaplain's 
House on a Friday n igh t a t 8 .30  pm. The la rgest num ber o f pupils in 
a ttendance has been abou t 4 0  (a b it o f a sguash in the Pickles' fro n t 
lounge). A lthough  m any have passed th rough , a tten d in g  fo r a week 
o r tw o  th e re  is a core o f abou t 20  and average a ttendance  o f about 
25-30 th roug h  o u t the  year. We have had various  speakers a ttend  the 
ga therings. A bo u t 12 o f A lpha a ttended  an Ian W hite concert in Perth  
in May. Hazel Pickles, th e  Chaplain's w ife, has u n s tin tin g ly  provided 
food each week. Ross S u therland and John  Pickles have assisted in the 
sm ooth  weekly runn ing  o f the  event. A coup le o f sm all regu la r prayer 
m eetings have been in op era tion . We look fo rw a rd  to  m ore good tim es 
in the  com ing year.

C h a rity  C o m m itte e

This com m ittee  is a new fe a tu re  o f school life. It was founded to  
co -ord ina te  the g iv ing in the  school. The Chaplain and Mrs Thom pson 
lead th is, and th e re  are included tw o  rep resenta tives  fro m  each o f the 
Senior Houses. We have m et fo u r tim es  in the  year, p a rtly  to  w ork  w ith  
the  C ha rity  Run, and also to  p lan events fo r th e  com ing year. The pupils 
have had a say in w here the  m oney goes fro m  the  chapel o ffe rin gs  
given Sunday by Sunday. It has been a favourab le  beginn ing and it is 
hoped th a t th e re  w ill be con tinued  supp o rt by ind iv idua ls, th e  Houses 
as well as the  staff.

C h a rity  G iving fro m  E a s te r 2 0 0 1 - 2 0 0 2

Incom e

B alance 95 7 .2 6

O ffe rin g s , G ifts  E vents 2 ,5 8 2 .8 3

C h a r ity  Run 3 ,4 0 0 .0 0

TOTAL 6 ,9 4 0 .0 9

E x p en d itu re

2001 C h a r ity  Run R ache l H ouse 1 ,700 .00

2001 C h a r ity  Run G et k ids  G oing 1 ,700 .00

S a n d p ip e r T rus t 138.35

R ache l H ouse  (C h ris tm a s ) 5 5 5 .6 0

C h ris tia n  A id
A fg h a n is ta n  and S e p te m b e r 11th 2 2 2 .9 0

E arl H a ig  Fund 
(R e m e m b ra n ce ) 217.15

L im b le s s  E x -S e rv ice m e n  C r ie f f 7 0 .0 0

S t A n d re w 's  A m b u la n c e  
(S t A n d re w 's  D ay) 3 3 4 .0 8

Im p e ria l C ance r 1 0 0 .0 0

C a p a b ility  S co tla n d 1 0 0 .4 6

M a cm illa n  N urses 1 0 0 .0 0

A fr ic a n  C h ild re n 's  C ho ir 4 8 .0 0

A p h a s ic  C h ild re n 's  C h a r ity  fo r  
S evere  le a rn in g  D iff ic u lt ie s 8 2 .3 3

Fo rg a n d e n n y  C hu rch 1 0 0 .0 0

A m n e s ty  In te rn a tio n a l (L e n t) 139.74

S c rip tu re  U n io n 5 0 .0 0

TOTAL 5 ,6 5 8 .6 1



i JAriel came 
out of a
wardrobe f f said Liam  o f C atriona M artin 's  rob o t character. "I liked it when 

G loria (Becky Johnstone ) stood up and flung  her w h ite  coat 
open" (M ary th ). "I liked the  b it when the  newsm an (M r P roc to r) came 
up on the  screen and ta lked abou t com p lica ted s tu ff. The play was 
ex trem e ly  good. I liked it "  (Ross).

"I th ink  G loria (Becky) was ve ry  evil, bu t a good s inger and a good 
a c to r"  (R obert). "I liked the  man th a t came up on the  screen every 
so o ften  (M r P roc to r) because he was h a iry ” (Ewan). "M y fa vo u rite  
b it is w hen you b las t-o ff and then dance" (John). "I liked the  lo ng­
ha ired s ilver g ir l (H o lly  Harvey), because she was STUNNING"
(Ben). "I th o u g h t th e  play was exce llent, especia lly  the  s ilver g irls.
The capta in  (David Chalm ers) was happy" (Isla). "I liked all o f the 
m usica l. It was b rillia n t. The set was c o lo u rfu l and b rig h t and the 
costum es w ere good too. My fa vo u rite  b it was w hen the  g irl 
(C atriona S u therland) sang "M is te r Spaceman." "She has a great 
vo ice" (Hazel). "C ookie (P eter H ew itt) was the  best" (Gareth)...

These, and m any o th e r com p lim en ta ry  com m ents, cam e from  
c h ild ren  fro m  local p rim a ry  schools w ho a ttended th is  year's show 
R etu rn  to  the  F o rb idden P lanet. As the  "o ff ic ia l"  reviewer, I cannot 
help bu t echo all o f these sen tim en ts  abou t w ha t was an exce llent 
and en joyab le th e a tr ica l experience.

The rock musical, R etu rn  to  the  Forb idden Planet, fo llow s rough ly  
the  p lo t o f Shakespeare's The Tempest, se tting  it in a space ship.
The m usic w ou ld have been fa m ilia r to  p a rtic u la r ly  the  o lde r 
m em bers o f the  audience, because m any o f th e  songs cam e from  
the  pop re p e rto ire  o f the  50 's  and 6 0 ’s, like Teenager in  Love  and 
Good V ibrations.

N ot on ly  are th e re  links w ith  Shakespeare in the  t i t le  and them e, 
but the  whole is c leverly  litte red  w ith  quota tions -  and m is-quotations - 
fro m  m any o f the  Bard's works.
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Such t a l e n t  makes  me 
v e r y  c o n f i d e n t  a b o u t  t he  
f u t u r e  of  S t r a t h  d ra m a .

As the  p rim a ry  ch ild ren  po in ted  out, th e re  w ere fine 
perfo rm ances all round. P a rticu la r m en tion  m ust be made 
o f science officer, Becky Johnstone , "C ook ie " Peter H ew itt, the 
ve ry  robo t-like  C atriona M a rtin  as A rie l, and th e  ve rsa tile  acting  
and love ly  s ing ing o f C atriona Sutherland as M iranda. There was 
an especia lly  fin e  pe rfo rm an ce  fro m  John  Pickles, w ho th rew  
h im se lf w ith  g rea t en thusiasm  and energy in to  the  ro le  of 
Dr P rospero, an eccentric  man on the  verge o f madness.

One very successful aspect o f th is  year’s show was the  emphasis 
on choreog raphy and dance. Lisa B ibby b ro ug h t the  best ou t 
o f the  tw e lve  g ir l dancers in a la rge and varied se lection  o f 
energe tic  and well co -o rd ina ted  dances, a num ber o f w hich 
invo lved the  en tire  cast. P a rticu la rly  ca tch ing  the  eyes o f the  
v is iting  ch ildren were the glam orous "s ilve r g irls ", the fo u r space 
cadets, played by Am elia  Lane, Sioned Bates, K irs tie  A itken 
and Holly Harvey.

As always, David Read and his band played seem in g ly  
e ffo rtle s s ly  and fau ltless ly , p roducing  a sound w h ich  b lended 
w ell w ith  th e  s ing ing . C ostum es, u n de r J a ck ie  M a rtin 's  
supe rv is io n , w ere  spec tacu la r, e sp e c ia lly  C a tr io n a 's  ro b o t 
o u tf i t .  The m ake-up, set, lig h t in g  and specia l e f fe c ts  w ere 
b e tte r  th a n  ever, and a c re d it to  a ll w ho  w orked  backstage.

For d ire c tio n  and p ro du c tion  th e  school is once m ore  indebted 
to  th e  im ag ina tio n  and energy o f la in K ilp a tr ick  and J im  
Salisbury. And ta lk ing  o f M r K ilpa trick , a fina l no te  o f m ention  
m ust be made o f his five -m on th -o ld  daughter, Emma, fo r 
a flaw less pe rfo rm ance  as baby M iranda. Such ta le n t makes 
me ve ry  con fide n t abou t the  fu tu re  o f S tra th  dram a.

IIM cF



I l i ked t h e  l ong  
h a i r e d  s i l v e r  g i r l  
b ec a u s e  she was 

STUNNI NG!
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At the Perth Burns Club's annual schools' festival Catriona M artin won 
the secondary (under 15) singing class w ith  a rendering o f The W inter i t  is 
Past. The prim ary trophy fo r Scots rec ita tion went to  Tom Fleming. The 
secondary (under 15) rec ita tion class was won by Lauren Giles, but the 
overall secondary age group Trophy went to  Ishbel McFarlane who 
perform ed part o f Tam o ' Shanter.

Ishbel's success fo r the th ird  year in a row led to  her being invited once 
again to  pe rform  at the Burns Club's annual d inner in January. Then she 
and James W ightm an were nom inated by the Burns Club to  represent the 
region at the Burns Federation's national finals in Cupar in April. James 
achieved a certifica te  o f m erit while Ishbel was the overall w inner of the 
verse speaking section.

The round o f Festivals continued, as ever, w ith  the Perthshire Com petition 
Festival. Here James W ightm an won the Perth Burns Club Rosebowl w ith  
the perform ance which led to  his going to Cupar. Ano ther Freeland boy, 
Jam ie Morrison, won the Year o f the B ible Ouaich fo r bible reading. In the 
15 to  17 age group Ishbel McFarlane achieved th ree firs t fo r Shakespeare, 
Burns and English poems.

At the Edinburgh Festival in May it became apparent th a t a strong 
contingent o f Riley pupils is fo llow ing hard on the heels of the old stagers 
in the senior school. I set 2 and IJ achieved successes in "group acting of 
a poem " and "dram atic  scene" classes. Amyce Smith-Bannister, Henry 
Jones and Joe C orle tt achieved firsts in solo English verse, Scots verse 
and story  te lling respectively. Fraser Gough, Alan Turnbull and Lauren Giles 
also gained d istinctions. There were high marks in acting classes fo r Katie 
Fitzgerald, C atriona Martin, Olivia Gerrie, Kimi Gordon, Mhairi Gillanders, 
Nicola Boyd and Rachel Leslie. Ishbel McFarlane achieved a second in the 
dram atic scene class along w ith  C atriona Bisset and won the  Jean Belfrage  
Elocution Prize. As a result of w inning, and achieving double honours in, 
the William Dalgleish M em oria l Prize fo r  Bible Reading and the Edinburgh  
and D is tric t Burns Club Association Prize  she was invited to  take part in 
the Edinburgh Festival prize w inners' concert.

O ther invita tions received th is  session included a v isit to  the Perth Burns 
Club where Lauren Giles, Tom Fleming and Amyce Sm ith-Bannister recited 
and Adam Michie displayed his many ta len ts  w ith  recita tion, piping and 
highland dancing. Ishbel perform ed at th e  "K inross-shire Volunteer Group 
and Rural O utreach Scheme”  Burns Supper and, along w ith  Sarah Robb, 
Katie Fitzgerald, Emma Gordon, Andrew Mack and Fraser Niven, competed 
and achieved successes in external debating com petitions.

The Fair C ity Speakers' Club continues to  make our pupils welcome and 
enables them  to  im prove th e ir public speaking skills in a friendly, in form al 
a tm osphere -  as well as giving them  a fo rtn ig h tly  excuse to  escape from  
the school fo r a while.

LAMDA (The London Academy o f Music and Dram atic A rt) entries remain 
high, w ith  S tratha llan yet again hosting an exam iner fo r fo u r days, one in 
December and th ree in June. Top grades (honours) went to  Tom Hine, 
Peter Hewitt, Natasha Smith, Mary Shaw Stewart, Olivia Halvorsen and 
C atriona M artin fo r acting and to  Amyce Sm ith-Bannister fo r spoken 
English. IJ continued th e ir run o f success. Adam Michie, King Wai Leung 
and Jonathan Dickson obtained double honours in acting exams. Joe 
C orle tt and Henry Jones each acquired tw o acting honours and one fo r 
mime, and Henry added to  tha t an incredib le fo u rth  honours in Grade 4 
of the speaking of Verse and Prose.

For his fo u r honours Henry deservedly received the ce rtifica te  fo r the best 
Riley pupil results in LAMDA in session 2001-2002. H ighest marks in grade 
exams w ere achieved jo in t ly  by M ha iri G illanders, N icola Boyd, Jenny 
Fraser, A lison Drane and Abby Riley fo r  g roup  ac ting . The best overa ll 
resu lt in a medal exam was ga ined by Ishbel McFarlane fo r bronze 
m edal public  speaking.

The exam iner in December graciously said tha t she was very impressed 
w ith  the qua lity  of w ork at S tra tha llan and th a t examiners seldom found 
a centre where the overall standard was so high.

IIM cF

. . . e x a m i n e r s  s e l d o m  f o u n d  
a c e n t r e  w h e r e  t h e  o ve r a l l  

s t a n d a r d  was so h igh .



Lindsay and Kate Mure, keen local am ateur dram atis ts , k ind ly  
agreed to  ad jud ica te  a t S tra tha llan 's  J u n io r House Drama 
C om petition  th is  session.

A fo rm e r Freeland pupil, L indsay echoed th e  fee lings o f th e  w ho le 
audience when his in tro d u c to ry  rem arks applauded the  general high 
s tandards and en thusiasm  o f the  com petito rs .

A lthou gh  all houses were com m ended fo r  th e ir  perform ances, 
th e  3 best a c to r awards w en t to  Laura Kotse rog lou  fro m  W oodlands 
House fo r he r com m anding pe rfo rm ance  in Once a Catholic, Andy 
A pp leby fro m  Freeland House fo r his am using ro le in B lackadder 
and W illiam  Bow ry fro m  N icol fo r his ra th e r dem and ing p a rt in 
H aro ld P in ter's  H om ecom ing.

The award fo r  th e  best d irec ted  play sc rip t w ent to  Sim pson House 
fo r  th e ir  in te rp re ta tio n  o f David M am et's G lengarry  Glen Ross and the  
overa ll Best P roduction  Trophy was presented to  N icol House fo r th e ir  
s tag ing o f H aro ld P in te r’s H om ecom ing.

A lthou gh  audiences con tinue  to  be im pressed by th e  obvious ta le n t 
and pos itive  team  s p ir it foste red  by the  o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r  Expressive 
A rts  a t S tra tha lla n  School, my ab id ing m em ory  o f th e  even ing is the 
sense o f en joym ent w hich preva iled bo th  on and o ff stage fo r 
c om p e tito rs  and audience alike.

In a gene ra lly  m ore  ligh thea rted  vein, th e  them e fo r th is  session's 
insp ired  J u n io r House p layw righ ts  was The W orld Cup.

A ll Houses pa rtic ipa ted , desp ite  th e ir  heavy schedu le o f com m itm en ts  
a t th is  tim e  o f year, and, had th e re  been a m ore generous a lloca tion  
o f awards, each House w ou ld have gone hom e w ith  som e sym bol of 
recog n ition  fo r  its  unques tionab ly  ingenious and e n te rta in in g  e ffo rt.

However, th e  ad jud icator, Mrs Salisbury, Head o f English a t Breadalbane 
Academ y and recen tly  appo in ted  to  the  Board o f P erth  Theatre, had 
th e  task o f se lecting  on ly  six award w inners  fro m  th e  p le tho ra  o f ta le n t 
w hich was on d isp lay th a t evening.

F irs t on stage was Sim pson House w ho de livered a ve ry  top ica l and 
am using rende ring  o f The W orld  Cup w hich earned them  a Best A c to r 
Award fo r Roddy Walker's rather en terta in ing impression of David Beckham.

This was fo llow ed by W oodland's p resen ta tion  o f B ill D e rsbo ttom  
and c e rta in ly  m any o f the  rears on show riva led C ha rlo tte  Church 
fo r he r new ly acqu ired t i t le  o f R ear o f  the  Year. The ir pe rfo rm an ce  
was en te rta in ing , c leve r and polished, well deserving  o f th e  Trophy 
fo r Best Overall P roduction .

Nicol House then delivered a clever, impressive scrip t titled  The Interview . 
Special congratu la tions must go to  Andrew O'Donnell and Angus Patterson 
who proved a fo rm idab le duo as Headmaster and Deputy.

The N u tc ra cke r fro m  Freeland House, w hich earned th e  award fo r Best 
O rig ina l Script, was a well rehearsed and e n te rta in in g  piece o f th e a tre  
w hich also well deserved a Best A c to r Award fo r  Jam ie  M orrison  as 
Sensei Myagi a ltho ug h  equa lly  im press ive was Sean M urray's rendering  
o f Cocky.

T h o rnb an k  was reck less ly  bo ld in its  m e ticu lous  s a tir is a tio n  o f its  
M anager in B enders  L ike  B eckham  bu t it  was w o rth  it in te rm s  o f 
de ligh ting  th e  audience and earn ing C laire M cA rth u r a Best A c to r Award.

Ruthven closed the  evenings en te rta in m e n t, w ith  a h igh ly  am using 
dram a w hich earned Digby Legge a Best A c to r Award fo r his 
in te rp re ta tio n  o f H a rry  Potter.

The audience le ft the  th e a tre  in ve ry  good hum our. We had laughed 
a lo t and had been qu ite  am azed a t th e  ta le n t and com radeship we 
had seen bo th  w ith in  and be tw een th e  House team s on stage and 
in th e  Theatre.

It had been an evening in th e  best o f tra d itio n s  assuring us o f m any 
m any m ore e n te rta in in g  hours to  com e fro m  S tra tha llan 's  young, 
ta len ted  pe rfo rm ers .

L Salisbury



1 Mark Buchan UVI Self P o rtra it Box

2 Kirsten Mack V Natural Form

3 Lois H unter UVI Tatoo Ceramics



Sophie Adam 

Alison Daniels 

Gayle A llardyce

UVI

UVI

V

Samara Johnstone UVI

Irish Journey 

Fashion

S tirling  Heritage 

Islay

Mixed Media 

C onstruction 

W oodcut & etch ing 

Mixed Media0(0« '“ tW' S ,

uu r ia in e ts nave  ten 

Fine stones, b u rn t  s to re s.

We sat hungry
Between a loch and a m ounta in  

On the hundredth m orning, under 
The fourth moon

Ra8nd 1 write th is 

from  an Iriih  village.

3000ww4;Sti,_„E

a

a



t he  S t r a t h a l l i a n  0 1 - 0 2

■ &

1 Jade Hendry UVI

2 Jenny Hay UVI

3 Isabella Chaussy UVI

4 Fraser Philip V

U ntitled Mixed Media

A frican Heritage Construction 

Ocean Painting

Dualchas Mixed Media
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1 Vicky Browning

2 John MacLellan

GCSE 

Higher

3 Robert Anderson GCSE

Wall Storage Unit 

Corner Unit 

Garden Bench

--------

4 Stephen Wong AS -  L im ited Resource Table in style
Rietveld o f Gerrit

5 Simon Stevenson GCSE

6 Daniel Hoffm an GCSE

Storage Unit

Storage fo r E lectric 
Guitar and Sports 
Equipment

a

a
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i Renny Myles GCSE Sack Barrow

2 Anne Kelly GCSE C ontem porary Seat

3 Lois H unter A2 Picnic Table w ith
In tegrated Seating

4 Joe Watson AS - L im ited Resource Scandinavian Style Table

5 Abigail Brown GCSE Portable Table/Storage Unit

6 la in Penrose GCSE C ontem porary Coffee Table

a

a
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4 8  t h e  S t r a t h a l l i a n  0 1 - 0 2 c r i c k e t
The 2 0 0 2  season

1st XI

In Shakespeare's Tw elfth  N ight the  je s te r sings a fam ous E lizabethan 
song, The rain, i t  ra in e th  eve ry  day, and he could well have been 
com m en ting  on the  2 0 0 2  season for, a f te r  the  gam e against the  XL 
Club on 5 th  June, none o f th e  c ricke t sides played an o th e r gam e in the 
te rm . The 1st XI also m issed ou t on games in the  end o f te rm  Festival at 
Lancaster Royal G ram m ar School as th e  fo u l w ea the r fo llow ed us there, 
so th e  school careers o f th e  capta in  and several o th e r players ended in 
som eth ing  o f a dam p sguib.

The te rm  had s ta rte d  in a m uch m ore o p tim is tic  fram e o f m ind w ith  a 
decent w ork-ou t fo r th e  1st XI against local c lub side Perth N orthe rn . 
C aptain W illiam  Bow ry ba tted  th ro u g h o u t ou r inn ings fo r an unbeaten 
70 runs w h ils t Ross Anders, no t fo r the  last tim e  in the  te rm , kept 
h im  com pany w ith  a dogged unbeaten 27 fo r us to  declare on 174-6. 
N o rth e rn  were then d ispatched fo r 114 w ith  ou r res ident Aussie, (Brad 
Coupar) tak ing  3-19 w ith  his own brand o f le ft-a rm  seam.

The f irs t School oppos ition  came th e  fo llo w ing  week w ith  the  v is it of

D ollar Academ y w ho proceeded to  w in the  toss and reduce us to  37-6 
in th e  firs t 4 5  m inutes. Thanks la rge ly  to  an eccentric  and very 
e ffe c tive  inn ings o f 4 0  fro m  S tu a rt Chapman, w ho held the  de term ined 
A nders (53 no t ou t) com pany fo r over an hour, the M aster i/c ’s suicidal 
tendencies were kept in check as we lunched on 108-7. There fo llow ed 
the  most aston ish ing post-lunch hour's play seen fo r a long tim e  as 
A nders and Nick Com mon (6 0 ) then thwacked the  D ollar a ttack  all round 
the  Lawn to  take us to  a dec la ra tion  a t 193-8. A fte r being 37-6 the  team's 
recovery had been Lazarus-like in the  face of the  same bowling, though 
helped by a p le thora o f dropped chances. A fte r le ttin g  us o ff the  hook 
D ollar then collapsed in th e  face o f some hostile  bow ling from  Coupar 
(3-16), spin from  Anders (2-29) and the  jo ke r in the  pack Tom Hine (2-6) 
whose bow ling was fast im proving. In the  end we won by 9 4  runs.

W hilst the  b a tting  against D ollar had been ra th e r like th a t o f rabbits  
caught in the  head ligh ts  o f a car (Do rabb its  play much cricke t, F itz?
Ed), it was m ore cons is ten t against L o re tto  as we to ta lled  227-8 and 
again declared w ith  p len ty  o f tim e  to  bowl them  ou t. Brad C oupar and 
Adam R obertson bo th  scored th e ir  m aiden ha lf-cen tu rie s  fo r th e  side 
and then p ro m p tly  go t them selves out.



Tom Hine, de bu tan t David Coaton, Robbie and David S tewart, all go t 
in to  the  tw en ties  in a solid overa ll pe rform ance , scoring at v ir tu a lly  
five runs an over. In con trast, L o re tto  scored a t one and ha lf runs per 
over as we s trang led th e  scoring rate and w ent fo r  th e  w in under 
increas ing ly  heavy skies (p lus ?a change). Again th e  opposition  
batsm en found it hard to  score o ff Brad C oupar (3-7), th oug h  on th is  
occasion it was the  o ff-sp in  o f David S tewart w hich was to  prove the  
decisive fa c to r as we tr ie d  to  beat th e  c losing w eather. He took  4-27 
courtesy  o f a coup le o f ou ts tan d in g  catches a t short-leg  fro m  R obert 
Clarke, w ith  th e  o th e r w icke ts  shared around am ong the  bowlers.
Three games played, th ree  wins.

Indeed, th is  was to  be ou r last w in o f a season w hich prom ised much, 
bu t w hich was to  be k illed o ff by the  w eather. Our next hom e m atch 
was against Fettes College to  whom  we had lost heavily  the  previous 
year. We were de te rm ined  to  res to re  ou r w inn ing  way against them  
and, upon w inn ing  th e  toss, we ba tted  so lid ly  all the  way down the 
o rd e r to  to ta l a n o th e r co m p e titive  192 all ou t. As the  gam e was to  
prove, th e  runs garnered fo r the  last th ree  w ickets by David S tewart 
and th e  ta ilenders  were to  prove c ruc ia l in the  fina l analysis. Fettes 
began th e ir  inn ings seda te ly  to  go in to  tea a t 37 w ith o u t loss. Their 
opener Jacksoh played ve ry  well indeed fo r  77, th oug h  a fte r  being 
94-4 , and then 144-5, the  Fettes batsm en ra th e r lost th e ir  nerve in a 
crazy last hour and crashed to  150-9 w ith  th e  last pa ir needing to  
survive  a coup le o f overs. C hief destroye r had been Brad Coupar w ho 
again took  th ree  w ickets cheaply  (3-13 o ff 15 overs), aided and abetted  
by Tom Hine (3-14) w ho e ffec ted  th e  c ruc ia l b reak th rough  o f th e  opener. 
Perhaps the  de fin ing  m om ent o f the  innings, however, was a s ing le  over 
bowled by Gordon A lexander w ho ripped ou t a coup le o f th e  m iddle 
order, in c lud ing  the  Fettes capta in , fo r second ball duck. In all, th is  
gam e was a good a d ve rt fo r c ricke t n o rth  o f th e  bo rde r and played 
th ro u g h o u t in an exce llent bu t co m p e titive  sp irit.

The f irs t ha lf o f th e  te rm  was com p le ted w ith  a pa ir o f c lub matches. 
The gam e against th e  Old S tra tha llians  was ve ry  m uch the  c liched 
'gam e o f tw o  halves'. Mike A llingham  made a m ockery  o f the  wet 
c ond itions  and d iff ic u lt p itch  to  score a sublim e hundred fo r the  
second successive year be fore  'd ip lo m a tica lly ' g iv ing  his w icke t away 
a t lunchtim e, aided and abe tted  by M artin  Sm ith (6 8 ) and Eddie 
A nderson (21) fo r  th e  Club to  post a fo rm id ab le  228-7 dec. The on ly  
bow ler to  d is tingu ish  h im se lf was once again Brad C oupar (3-41). The 
less said abou t th e  rest o f th e  bow ling the  better. B atting  in ou r innings 
was a m ore  d iff ic u lt p ro position , as we gu ick ly  collapsed to  22-5 at 
te a tim e  thanks to  a s illy  run -ou t and some ind iscree t shot se lection . 
That we escaped fro m  the  gam e w ith  an undeserved draw  was due to  
some obdu ra te  b a tting  fro m  Brad C oupar (49  no t ou t) and la te r from  
Robbie S tew art. In th e  end we fin ished w ith  9 9 -9  w hen stum ps were 
drawn, c lea rly  on th e  worse end o f the  resu lt and lucky to  re ta in  ou r 
unbeaten status.

W hat tu rn e d  o u t to  be the  fina l gam e o f th e  season saw us lose th a t 
record to  the  XL Club on p robab ly  th e  best day o f th e  summ er. Having 
won the  toss, we sent them  in to  bat on a dam p w icke t th a t was to  
prove d iff ic u lt fo r  th e  e n tire  day. Experienced ba tting , as well as the 
advantage taken fro m  some dropped chances, le t fo rm e r Scotland star 
W illie Donald to ta l a f i f ty  w hich was probab ly  w o rth  a hundred on o th e r 
days, and fo r the  XL Club to  post a d iff ic u lt 128 all ou t. la in Robb bowled 
reasonably to  take th ree  w ickets, th oug h  th e  m ain dam age was done by 
Tom H ine w ho took  5-21 w ith  d isc ip lined m edium  pace. Despite a quick- 
fire  2 0  fro m  H ine and an a g ric u ltu ra l 19 fro m  Douglas Bennet near the  
end, we never looked like approach ing the  XL to ta l and we subsided to  
an all o u t 63 insp ired by Old S tra tha llian  David Bell's w ily  o ff-sp in .

And th a t was th a t. The last gam e had been played fo r  the  rem ainder 
o f th e  season. P repara tions were made, m ora le  was good, bu t we w ere 
denied games against M erch iston , Edinburgh Academy, th e  MCC and 
G lenalm ond. In th e  end we played 6 o f 15 games and th e  s to ry  was 
o f w ha t m igh t have been. The team  was capta ined by an in tense and 
experienced W illiam  Bow ry and conta ined some ha lf-dozen leavers 
to  w hom  I apologise fo r the  a n ti-c lim a c tic  and p re m a tu re  end o f th e ir  
school careers. Next year's  side w ill be ve ry  young and w ill lean heavily  
on th e  experience o f Tom Hine, Ross Anders and David S tewart, bu t th e  
fu tu re  o f th e  faste r bow ling a t least looks m ore se ttled  and exciting .
A lo t o f hard w ork  m ust be done on th e  b a tting  th ro u g h o u t th e  w inter, 
bu t I am a lready look ing fo rw a rd  to  a sum m er th a t m ust sure ly  have 
b e tte r w ea the r than th is  year's  .

As ever, I owe a grea t deal o f thanks to  the  people w ho rea lly  made 
th is  year's  c ricke t happen a t all. New Head G roundsm an John  Newall 
has a lready made a huge d iffe re nce  to  o u r grounds and, as I w rite , 
the  pitches are look ing in exce llen t cond ition  fo r next season. To Carol 
D uffy  and her Sodexho s ta ff thanks are due fo r  the  chee rfu l way they  
coped w ith  the  o fte n -la te  cance lla tion  o f fix tu res , and fo r m uch-en joyed 
1st XI lunches. Earnside Coaches once m ore provided an unriva lled  
service and com m isera ted when ye t an o th e r coach was cancelled fo r 
an away fix tu re .

Perhaps th e  b iggest debt o f thanks I owe is to  N ick du Boulay who, 
desp ite  dodgy ankles and a propens ity  to  a ttra c t balls fro m  o the r 
people's nets, con tinued  to  d ispense sage w isdom , never m ind th row  
hundreds o f balls a t the  batsm en. It is no secre t th a t o u r batsm en 
owe th e ir  techn iques to  his boundless pa tience and knowledge.
Oh, and he um pired as well. In short, his c o n trib u tio n  is enorm ous 
and m uch valued by th e  M aster i/c.

' The rain,  it ra ineth e v e r y d a y . '



Scores  and ju n io rs

B atting

In itia ls /surnam e Inns N ot Outs Runs H ighest Score 100s Average

B. Coupar 6 1 160 50 0 32 .00

R. Anders 4 1 93 53* 0 31.00

W. Bow ry* 6 1 116 7 0 * 0 23.20

Bowling

In itia ls /surnam e Overs Maidens Runs W ickets Best Bowling Average

T. M. Hine 30 7 67 11 5-21 6 .09

B. Coupar 66 .3 26 119 16 3-13 7.43

R esu lts

S tratha llan  

P erth  N orthern

174-6 dec (W. Bowry 70  not ou t; R. Anders 27)

114 all o u t (B. C oupar 3-19; S. Chapman 2-7;
D. S tew art 2-9)

Won by 6 0  runs

S tra tha llan  192 all ou t (B. C oupar 30; T. H ine 23;
W. Bow ry 23)

Fettes College 150-9 (Jackson 77; B. C oupar 3-13; T. H ine 3-14;
G. A lexander 2-17)

Drawn

S tratha llan

Dollar Academ y

193-8 dec (N. Com m on 60 ; R. Anders 53 no t ou t; 
S. Chapman 4 0 )

9 9  all ou t (B. C oupar 3-16; R. Anders 2-29;
T. H ine 2-9)

Won by 9 4  runs

S tratha llians

S tratha llan

228-7 dec (M. A llingham  102; M. Sm ith 68 ; 
E. Anderson 21)

9 9 -9  (B. C oupar 4 9  no t ou t)

Drawn

S tra tha llan  227-8 dec (B. C oupar 50 ; A. Robertson 50 ;
T. H ine 26, D. Coaton 26)

XL Club 128 all o u t (W, Donald 50; T. H ine 5-21; 
I. Robb 3 -4 0 )

Loretto 6 9  all o u t (D. S tew art 4-27; B. C oupar 3-7) S tratha llan 63 all o u t (T. H ine 20)

Won by 158 runs Lost by 6 5  runs



3 rd  XI

Jono  Becks and C harlie Le ad be tte r w ere prom o ted  to  th e  1st XI fo r 
the  Festival a t Lancaster bu t bad w ea the r de layed th e ir  debuts.

J u n io r C olts

2 n d  XI

The side had a m ix tu re  o f experienced cam paigners and som e eager 
F ifth  fo rm ers  and so resu lts  were no t all th a t pred ic tab le . Aga inst D ollar 
Academ y on the  Paddock we successfu lly  chased an im posing to ta l 
o f 154 (M. Buchan 4-19) and won by 7 w ickets in on ly  19 overs o f ou r 
innings, Peter Mackie fin ish ing  w ith  34  no t o u t and David Coaton on 
38  not out, a f te r  capta in  R obert C larke and Danny H offm an had both 
scored 20s. D efeat to  M erch is ton by 7 w icke ts fo llow ed desp ite  Adam 
S tephens' tw o  w ickets. Our last gam e was aga inst Fettes and we 
proceeded to  lose it  a f te r  bow ling them  ou t fo r a serviceable 135 w ith  
sp inners Ken Mackenzie (5  w ickets) and John  Davey (3 w icke ts do ing 
the  damage). Despite 37 fro m  Sandy P ring le  and 34  fro m  capta in  John 
Davey we were unab le to  overhau l th e ir  to ta l, and so ou r season ended 
in soggy d isappo in tm ent.

This team  had an as ton ish ing  brace o f resu lts  against M erch is ton and 
G lenalm ond. In th e  fo rm e r we needed 144 to  w in and knocked them  
o ff in an unpreceden ted 15 overs w ith  Adam  A rak ji being p a rtic u la rly  
savage in his stroke-p lay. In the  la tte r game, having bow led G lenalm ond 
o u t fo r ju s t over th e  100 m ark, we were c ru is ing  a long a t 9 0  fo r th ree  
w hen seven w icke ts  fe ll fo r  on ly  five  runs, to  leave us fo u r runs sho rt 
o f v ic to ry  in an unbe lievab le  collapse w hich le ft Mr C ou rt (and m any 
specta tors) speechless.

S enior C o lts

In com m on w ith  o th e r sides th e  w re tched w ea the r le ft a gutsy, th oug h  
lim ited  side, sh o rt o f serious m atch p ractice  and experience. A fte r  ou r 
co llaps ing to  9 0 -9  against Dollar, Jo n o  Becks h it a po w erfu l 81 in a 
c om b ina tion  w ith  R obert Henneberg th a t le t us score 179 all out.
In the  D ollar inn ings th e ir  b a ttin g  succum bed to  th e  jo in t bow ling 
o f capta in  C harlie Le ad be tte r (4 -38) and M alcolm  Jack (4-26), ab ly 
assisted by Jo n o  Becks and Andrew  O 'D onnell. Both games against 
Fettes were lost thanks to  de fic ienc ies in the  b a tting  th oug h  we 
fo rced them  to  f ig h t hard in th e  second game, tak ing  five  w ickets 
in th e  process. The less said abou t the  M erch is ton  gam e th e  better.
The fin a l gam e aga inst L o re tto  saw us am ass a reasonable 117-4 
declared (K it Hayward 28, M alcolm  Jack  26) be fore  reduc ing  L o re tto  
to  72-9 when th e  overs ran ou t, C harlie Le ad be tte r ta k in g  4  w icke ts 
and Benno Raw linson two.

This side had a reasonably  ausp ic ious s ta r t to  the  te rm  w ith  a solid 
v ic to ry  over a tenacious D ollar Academ y side. We made 120 all ou t 
w ith  captain Jam ie  Cachia scoring 26, and Andrew Fyfe being unbeaten 
on 15, be fo re  d ism issing D ollar fo r 82 thanks to  some good bow ling 
from  Duncan Brown w ho took  6  w ickets. A fte r losing heavily  to  
M e rch is ton  we de fea ted  L o re tto . We de c la red  on 117-4,
Jam ie  Cachia scoring a good, 61, be fore bow ling L o re tto  o u t fo r 
4 4  in the  last over o f a shortened  game. Both games aga inst Fettes 
saw hard-won v ictories, pa rticu la rly  in th e  re tu rn  m atch in w hich we 
scored 9 8  all o u t (Jam ie  Cachia 32) be fore  bow ling Fettes o u t fo r 8 4  
(R ichie Duncan 4-13, Duncan Brow n 3-28) to  w in by 14 runs.

Jam ie  Cachia was e levated to  th e  1st XI fo r the  Festival a t Lancaster, 
bu t bad w ea the r de layed his debut.

...
t h e  S t r a t h a l l i a n  0 1 - 0 2



1ST X V  R U G B Y

Following pre-season preparations, the  f irs t ou tin g  o f the  new season 
was away a t G lasgow Academy. It was c lear th a t th e y  fe lt th e y  had a 
good XV th is  year, and so it proved. Tries fro m  David S tew art (from  a 
driven maul fo llo w ing  a line ou t) and Oli Scott, fo llo w ing  exce llent 
de fensive pressure fro m  Euan O 'D onnell and Jam ie  Cam eron, saw 
S tra tha llan  lead 15-14 a t th e  break. An inexperienced XV succum bed 
to  in tense second-half pressure and th e  G lasgow boys, having a lready 
played tw ice, dem onstra ted  supe rio r m atch fitness  in w inn ing  35-15.

Four days later, L o re tto  were the  v is ito rs  to  Forgandenny. A large 
crowd around L itt le  Acre (inc lud ing  anxious players and coach from  
the  M ethven area) saw S tra tha llan  run  in five  tr ie s  in a much m ore 
convincing  d isp lay o f open rugby. Key p layers included the  new ly 
recovered (and then re-in ju red ) S tu a rt Chapman, v ice-Captain Neil 
Anderson a t No. 8  and th e  elus ive and incis ive  Jam ie  Cameron, 
p lay ing in his p re fe rre d  b e rth  a t Full Back. A score-line o f 32-12 
re flec ts  a sa tis fa c to ry  a fte rn oon 's  work.

The Tuesday a fte rn o o n  ea rly  season tre k  to  Kelvinside represented 
a d iff ic u lt cha llenge com ing, as it did, ju s t five  days a fte r  the  L o re tto  
game. An hour and fo r ty  m inu tes on the  bus leaving less than tw en ty  
m inu tes w arm -up was no t apprecia ted  by the  players. A 15 po in ts  to
10 v ic to ry  was a reward fo r a grea t deal o f hard w ork, bu t the 
pe rfo rm an ce  was well below  th a t w hich the  players had come 
to  expect o f them selves.

A voc ife rous  Fettes crow d w ere hushed by a s trong  s ta rt from  
S tra tha llan , cu lm in a tin g  in w ha t appeared to  be a well w orked try  fro m  
C aptain Oli Scott. U n fo rtun a te ly , th e  re feree saw th ing s  d iffe re n tly  and 
th is  proved to  be a key psycho logica l m om ent in th e  game. Fettes 
produced tw o  fine  scores th roug h  th e ir  centres and S tra tha lla n  were 
tra ilin g  2 0 -0  a t ha lf-tim e . Despite p lay ing in to  th e  w ind and losing Nick 
Com m on w ith  a broken nose, Doc S tew art w ith  concussion, S tuart 
Chapman and Euan O 'D onnell w ith  leg in juries, th e  S tra tha llan  players 
ra llied, c re a ting  some good scoring o p p o rtu n itie s  a fte r  the  in te rva l.
Alas, they  were unab le to  take advantage o f these and the  fina l score 
was a well deserved 2 0 -0  v ic to ry  to  Fettes.

A week la te r and G lenalm ond were th e  v is ito rs  to  Forgandenny. In juries 
d ic ta ted  several changes to  the  1st XV and G lenalm ond s ta rte d  much 
th e  s tronger. Some supe rb ly  organ ised defence by th e  hom e team  kept 
th e  score to  0 -6  a t ha lf tim e, G lenalm ond having successfu lly  converted  
tw o  pena lties, S tra tha llan  na rrow ly  m issing two. The pa tte rn  was s im ila r 
in th e  second half, w ith  th e  1st XV soaking up a great deal o f pressure. 
Eventually, th e ir  defence was breached fo llo w ing  a good series o f 
phases o f play fro m  G lenalm ond, and th e ir  lead was extended to  0-11. 
S tra tha llan  ra llied  and w ere u n fo rtu n a te  not to  ge t over fo r a try  a t the 
W oodlands end o f th e  ground w ith  around 10 m inu tes to  go, but 
u ltim a te ly  th e  v is ito rs  em erged w o rth y  w inners a t 0-11.

Three days la te r and the  1st XV to o k  on a useful side fro m  Belm ont 
Academ y in th e  S cottish  Schools Cup. A w in was secured w ith  a good, 
balanced team  pe rfo rm an ce  against a de te rm ined  and tenacious 
Belm ont XV,

Playing M erch is ton Castle away has, in recen t years, proved to  be a 
s ign ifican t challenge and, w ith  in ju ries  to  key squad m em bers, th is  year 
was no exception . M erch is ton scored an ou ts tand ing  try  in th e  open ing 
m inu tes o f the  gam e and fro m  th a t m om ent onw ards the  1st XV were 
under in tense sustained pressure. M erch is ton played some m agn ificen t 
"w ho le  te a m " rugby and, desp ite  an im proved second ha lf show ing 
fro m  S tra tha llan , the  hom e team  em erged as v ic to rs  by an 
overw he lm ing  m argin.

Edinburgh Academ y w ere the  f irs t v is ito rs  to  Forgandenny in 
November. T he ir s trong 1st XV were undefeated and rem ained so, 
desp ite  a courageous and de te rm ined  e ffo r t fro m  th e  hom e side.
The fina l score o f 10-32 did not, perhaps, re fle c t th e  in ten s ity  of 
th e  en coun te r -  the  Academ y p layers c e rta in ly  knew they  had 
been in a game.

The last 16 o f th e  S cottish  Schools Cup brough t The High School of 
Glasgow to  Forgandenny, w ith  a place in the  q u a rte r fina ls  a t stake. 
Both team s gave th e ir  all in an a tte m p t to  secure v ic to ry . Alas, it was 
th e  v is ito rs  w ho prevailed, S tra tha lla n  lack ing the  consis tency required 
to  conve rt pressure in to  po in ts. A firs t ha lf in ju ry  to  S tu a rt Chapman 
w hich saw him  leave the  fie ld , was an axia l m om ent. La te N ovem ber 
and th e  undefeated D ollar Academ y XV a rrived , ready fo r business. 
A fte r a te n ta tiv e  s ta rt, S tra tha llan  provided w o rth y  oppos ition  fo r the 
sk ilfu l and very well o rgan ized D ollar team . Two well w orked tr ie s  saw 
the  v is ito rs  pushed all the  way, bu t u lt im a te ly  em erge as v icto rs.

Frost prevented th e  1st XV fro m  p lay ing Hutchesons' G.S. at 
Forgandenny -  fu ll c re d it to  th e  players w ho in s tin c tiv e ly  and 
unan im ous ly  voted fo r the  away op tion . Despite the  long coach 
journey, S tra tha lla n  made an im press ive s ta rt, tw o  tr ie s  fro m  Euan 
O 'Donnell com ing fro m  concerted  team  pressure. In an exciting  
and well contested  m atch, S tra tha llan  c reated a confidence- 
boosting  v icto ry.

The penu ltim a te  gam e saw th e  S tra tha llan  team s p lay ing a block 
fix tu re  against th e  H igh School o f Dundee fo r  th e  firs t tim e  in m ore 
th an  20  years. V ic to ry  fo r the  High School on th e ir  M ayfie ld  p itch  was, 
in the  end, well deserved, a ltho ug h  th e  ind ica tions  are th a t th is  w ill be 
an exce llent fix tu re  in th e  calendar. The fina l run -ou t fo r the  1st XV was 
against a s trong  N o rth ho lm  G ram m ar School XV, on to u r  fro m  Sydney. 
In a good team  perform ance , w hich saw several new players blooded, 
the  1st XV ran in th ree  tries, fo rw a rds  and backs com b in ing  to  
prom is ing  e ffec t.

A g rea t deal o f e f fo r t  was invested by th e  players over the  season.
Over all, it was a d isappo in ting  te rm  fo r  resu lts, bu t the  irrepressib le  
s p ir it o f th e  players w ill be an endu ring  m em ory  and, as ever, 
we look to  th e  fu tu re  w ith  op tim ism .

R epresenta tive honours a t Sen ior Level w ere ga ined by C aptain Oli 
Scott, w ho played a key ro le in th e  C aledonia Schools v ic to ry  in the 
Independent Schools U18 C ham pionships a t M u rray fie ld , T im  Snape, 
Philip  Brown, Rik Cam pbell, P Mackie were also invo lved in th is  
successful squad. A t U16 level bo th  Rory C arm ichae l and David 
Coaton played in the  Independent Schools C ham pionships and, 
once again, th e  Caledonia School U16 squad were v ic to rio us .

O.G. S c o tt (cp t), N. A nderson  (v ice  cpt), A. B roadfoot,
S.J. Chapman, J.D. Cam eron, P.M. Brown, A. A rak ji, D.R. S tew art,
R.J. S tew art, I.A. Robb, K.A. M ackenzie, A .J.C arm ichei, E.T. O 'Donnell, 
R.L.C. Campbell, T.R. Snape, F.B. Philip, D. H offm ann, M.L. Woodrow, 
C.F. £ ms lie, C. Roy, L.S. Ferry.

Coaches' player A. C arm ichae l

Players' player O.G. S co tt

Best tack le  M.L. W oodrow
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2 N D  X V

Overall the  2nd XV had a good season, w inn ing all bu t th re e  o f th e ir
11 m atches. The backs were experienced and ta len ted  and showed pace 
and skill in th e  opponen ts ' 22. W illiam  Bow ry capta ined the  side, always 
leading by exam ple. David Coaton fo rm ed a young ha lf back pa rtne rsh ip  
w ith  Rory Carm ichael, which bodes well fo r  next season. Several of 
these players made the  step up to  the  1st XV du ring  th e  season, 
in c lud ing  M ichael Woodrow, w ho gave us th e  s ta b ility  and confidence 
a t the  back so essentia l fo r  a s trong defence.

The fo rw a rds  may not have been th e  b iggest e igh t ever to  rep resent 
the  2nd XV, bu t they  made good th is  de fic iency  w ith  co m m itm e n t and 
pace. It was pleasing th a t th e  squad were able to  overcom e some of 
the  usual d iffic u ltie s  th a t occur du ring  the  course o f a busy te rm  and 
th e  away w in a t Fettes was a good exam ple o f the  s trong team  sp irit.

Over all an en joyab le and rew ard ing season w ith  a good g roup of 
players w ho w ere prepared to  learn and to  w ork  hard.

Team from : W. Bow ry(cp t.), R. M arsha ll(v.cp t), G. Evere tt, G. Leslie,
M. Riley, C. Emslie, R. Emslie, A. Stevens, A. N icolson, D. Coaton,
R. C arm ichael, J. MacLellan, L. Ferry, M. W oodrow, B. Dailey,
G. Roy, H. Mackay, F. N iven

3R D  X V

A season o f tw o  halves w ith o u t a doub t. We m anaged to  snatch 
de fea t fro m  the  jaws o f v ic to ry  in th ree  o f the  firs t fo u r matches. 
G lasgow Academy, Fettes and G lenalm ond were all games we should 
have won but in which we gave away "  soft po in ts" in the dying m inutes 
each tim e. The tu rn in g  po in t came against a ve ry  s trong  M erch iston 
s ide  w he re  we gave a g u ts y  p e rfo rm a n ce  and a lth o u g h  we w en t 
down it proved to  be th e  k ick -s ta rt fo r a successful end to  th e  season. 
Solid v ic to rie s  against Hutchesons and D ollar preceded a ram pant 
pe rfo rm an ce  against Dundee H igh School in December. A ll in all, 
an encouraging tu rn  around.

Team from : G. Seddon, R. Anderson, B. Constable, J.S-Darling,
A. M urray, D. Shepherd, R. Snape, M. Riley, S. Scroggie, R. Anders,
G. Ward, A. Melloy, T. Hine, P. H ew itt, A. C rerar, G. Duncan, S. Sm ith,
A. M ather, A. Holm an, C. Jack.

GCK

U nder 15 R ugby Season 2 0 0 1

At th is  level th e  m ost im p o rta n t th in g  at the  end o f th e  season is to 
cons ide r how fa r th e  g roup has com e bo th  as a g roup  and in ind iv idua l 
te rm s  ra th e r th an  to  dw e ll exclus ive ly  on th e  overa ll p lay ing record.
In fact th is  was q u ite  respectable, w h ils t th e  fo rm e r was ac tu a lly  very 
pleasing. The side did no t have ind iv idua ls  on w hom  it could re ly  to  
con jure  a score fro m  now here and thus  had to  learn to  w ork to g e th e r 
very  hard in o rder to  c rea te  scores. The lack o f an obvious cu ttin g

edge was ev iden t in the  f irs t few games which resu lted in a draw  w ith  
G lasgow Academy, a v ic to ry  against L o re tto  by tw o  scores, and a s im ila r 
m arg in  in de fea t by Fettes. The p a tte rn  was broken by a heavy de feat 
against G lenalm ond w ith  one ind iv idua l having th e  so rt o f s ign ifican t 
e ffe c t on the  resu lt w hich tends on ly  to  be possib le a t th is  younge r 
age. The tu rn in g  po in t in te rm s  o f th e  confidence o f th e  side was the 
hom e fix tu re  against M erch is ton Castle School. The balance o f play 
was rem arkab ly  even and th e  lead was held un til ju s t be fore  ha lf tim e, 
a lbe it on ly  by one penalty. The lack o f cu ttin g  edge was again apparent 
bu t the  defence was im press ive as was m uch o f the  genera l play. In the 
last five  m inu tes M erch is ton s tre tche d  away w ith  tw o  scores to  give 
a s lig h tly  un rea lis tic  bent to  the  fin a l score. Im portan tly , however, a 
huge am ount o f confidence had been gained th roug h  capable play 
against a side w hich was a rguab ly  th e  best on the  c ircu it. V ic to ries  
fo llow ed against Edinburgh Academ y and Dollar, w ith  tr ie s  being 
c rea ted by good play by the  w ho le team . The H igh School o f Dundee 
provided a p p ro p ria te  end o f season oppos ition  in a m atch w hich took  
place on Big Acre. The opposition were apparently  unbeaten th roughout 
th e ir  tim e  in th e  school. In the  event the  S tra tha llan  side played its 
best rugby by fa r and dom ina ted  the  game, crossing th e  line on m ore 
th an  one occasion w ith o u t succeeding in pu ttin g  the  ball down, and 
e ven tua lly  succum bing by tw o  trie s  to  one in an exce llent game. Again 
the  d iff ic u lty  in ac tu a lly  scoring was ev ident bu t so was th e  d ram a tic  
im provem en t e ffec ted  by the  end o f the  season. The boys deserve real 
c re d it fo r  th e  way in w hich th e y  coped w ith  the  constan t ca jo ling and 
h igh s tandards w h ich  were set fo r  them  and th e ir  pos itive  response 
certa in ly  gained its reward. A num ber o f individuals have come through 
w ho w ill make th e ir  m ark in fu tu re  years and the big squad enjoyed 
th e ir  hand ling practices w ith  chee rfu l en thusiasm  and w ill, we tru s t, 
go on to  en joy th e ir  rugby a t w ha tever level.

Team from: K. B rown, M. O 'Reilly, C. Lam, A. G arra tt, D. Lawson,
J. Becks, R. Walker, T. Sproat, T. Reid, M. Jack, R. Dewar, C. Leadbe tte r, 
A. O 'Donnell, S. M urray, S. MacDonald, K. Legge, B. Rawlison

BKT GRMR

U14 R UG BY

A fte r tw o  h igh -scoring  wins aga inst G lasgow Academ y and L o re tto  
the  fee ling  w ith in  th e  squad was th a t we were p lay ing too  o fte n  as 
ind iv idua ls  and not as a un ified  group. This becam e appa rent in the  
fo llo w ing  fo u r games w here  a ltho ug h  we m anaged to  ge t po in ts  on 
the board we came second to  s tronger team s from  Fettes, G lenalmond, 
M erch is ton and Edinburgh Academy. It was pleasing to  be pa rt o f a 
squad th a t were able to  produce th ree  good w ins to  fin ish  the  season 
w ith  team  s p ir it com ing to  the  fo re  against D ollar Academy. I hope 
th a t we are able to  w ork  on the  positive  aspects o f the  te rm  next 
year bu t as a team .

Team from : C. Wallace, K. Brown, I. A itken , C. Terre ll, D. Brown,
M. Bacarreza, R. Duncan, J. Pugh, R. Philip, L. C arragher, S. McDonald, 
A  Fyfe, G. MacFarlane, A. Carm ichael, J. W hitem an, J . Cachia, G. M e lloy

J.C A C H IA  (cpt)

R IL E Y  R UG BY

Once again the  Riley squad came up against some pow erfu l team s and 
w hile  th is  was a losing season the re  were several encouraging aspects to  
the  boys' play. The main aim  o f the  season was to  im prove on basic skills 
and g ive those w ith  litt le  rugby experience a solid background to  the 
game. The boys w orked hard in all o f th e ir  sessions and always played 
w ith  de te rm in a tio n  and pride regardless o f th e  size o f the  opposition .

Team from: N. Millar, J. Dickson, A. Paledi, A. Marshall, R. Mathews,
J. Fairlie, B. Ward, A. Robb, N. Harvey, S. Smith, A. Bissett, L. Halvorsen,
L. Ouibell, 0. Stevenson, T. Fleming, 0. Corlett, S. Peaston, H. Jones, I. Lybum
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The cross country  season was notable for th e  perform ance of the Senior Girls' team , 
who took a well deserved gold medal place a t the S co ttish championships.

Holly Harvey was 2 8 th , Jenny Hay 16th, Stephanie Hickey 12th 
and Katie Fleming 9 th . The team was led home by Samara Johnstone, 
who finished an excellent season w ith  a well deserved bronze medal.

Boys’ teams lacked the same s trength in depth th roughou t the season; 
u ltim a te ly  the s treng th of a cross coun try  team comes from  volume 
of running, and the plethora of op tions in the Easter te rm  makes 
specialisation d ifficu lt. The find of the season was, however, Christoph 
Schulz who "had a go" at the House cross country, won the senior race 
ou trigh t, and proceeded to  win at Glenalmond and O.V.S. as well. He was 
not at his peak fo r the Scottish championships, but his 19th position was 
very com m endable fo r a firs t a ttem pt. I hope th a t he and the girls, most 
of whom are Lower 6th, w ill be able to  build on th e ir success next year.

In the A th letics season it was the girls who again showed the best form . 
Clean sweeps at G lenalmond and Kilgraston were impressive; at under-16 
Kirsty Hay had a good year at the sprin t distances, and Mel Kotseroglou 
was a d ifficu lt javelin th row er to  beat. Am ong the senior girls Fleming and 
Johnstone dom inated the m iddle distances, w hile Karen M cA rthur led the 
sprinters. As ever in a th le tics it was the team perform ance tha t counts, 
however, and although they are too many to name, every g irl who tu rned 
ou t fo r the team, o ften fo r events to  which they were unaccustomed, 
deserves credit.

The boys' matches were very much more individual affairs. Gregor 
Duncan continued to  im prove over the long sprints, and Peter Hewitt 
was impressive over 1500m. It was very encouraging to  see others 
surprising themselves w ith  th e ir abilities. Robert Anderson began to 
be a strong 8 0 0 m  runner, and Rory Dewar discovered a ta len t fo r the 
javelin. At senior level O liver Scott ran very com petitive ly  at 800m , Schulz 
was strong over 1500m and Euan O'Donnell had a good season sprin ting. 
We were not, however, able to  fill in the m inor placings, and too often 
found ourselves edged out in the final results.

An exam ination-curta iled Sports day took place between the deluges th a t 
characterised the second half o f the season; Thornbank perform ed well 
fo r the girls ' cup, and Ruthven won a s lightly closer boys' com petition.

There were several successes a t the Scottish Schools: S tuart McDonald 
won the 4 0 0 m  hurdles, in which race Ewen Wardman took the bronze 
medal; Katie Fleming and Samara Johnstone won silver medals in the 
8 0 0 m  and 30 00 m  respectively; and Christoph Schulz was th ird  in the 
2 0 0 0 m  steeplechase.

Half colours were awarded to: H eather Chambers, Fraser Niven,
Euan O 'Donnell and Christoph Schulz.

Full colours were awarded to: Karen M cArthur, Katie Fleming 
and Sam ara Johnstone.

DMH



GIRLS' RESULTS

4 .4 3 .8 3 TH O R N B A N K

100M K HAY

100M K M cAR TH U R

200M K HAY

200M K M cAR TH U R

4 0 0 M S BARTON

4 0 0 M K FLEM ING

8 0 0 M J  JA R D IN E

8 0 0 M K FLEM ING

15 00 M S FLEM ING

15 00 M S JO H N S TO N E

HIGH JU M P A -L BREADEN

HIGH JU M P L KO TSEROGLOU

LONG JU M P S BARTON

LONG JU M P K FLEM ING

SHOT M KO TSEROGLOU

SHOT H CH AM BER S

DISCUS C M AR TIN

DISCUS K M cA R TH U R

JA V E LIN M KO TSEROGLOU

JA V E LIN J  HAY

4X 1 00 M W O O DLAN D S

4X 1 00 M T H O R N B A N K

4 X 4 0 0 M T H O R N B A N K

4 X 4 0 0 M T H O R N B A N K

R EC O R D H O L D E R Y E A R

13 .00 STREULE, K 1982

12.12 EDMUNDS, A 19 90

27.79 REID, S 19 88

2 5 .2 0  EDM UNDS, A 19 90

6 5 .7 0  FLEM ING , K 2 0 0 0

6 0 .0 0  REID, S 19 90

2 .2 6 .2  FLEM ING , K 1999

2 .2 2 .3  FLEM ING , K 2 0 0 2

5.14.09  BARLOW , A 1992

5.05.10  M E IK LE JO H N , C 19 90

ORR.K

1.55 R U T H E R F O R D , R 1987

4 .4 6  GORDONS, S 1985

4 .5 8  CAR RUTHERS, C 1989

10.23 SANG, T 1992

9 .4 9  EDMUNDS, A 1990

25.10 C H A P M A N , R 1995

2 6 .6 0  C H A P M A N , R 1998

2 3 .4 4  KOTSEROGLOU, M 2 0 0 2

2 2 .4 2  BRUCE, M 1995

5 5 .6 0  v  G le n a lm o n d  2 0 0 0

5 4 .5 4  T H O R N B A N K  1990

4 .3 9 .3 7  T H O R N B A N K  1992

13.50

2 9 .2 6

2 9 .3 0

6 8 .7 6

6 8 .4 5

4 .4 0

19.35

2 5 .8 8

2 3 .4 4

6 5 .8 3

5 5 .8 9

A GE W IN N E R T IM E /D IS T .E V E N T
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E V E N T W IN N E R T IM E /D IS T . R EC O R D H O L D E R Y E A R

100M J E W AR D M AN 12.23 12 .00 LING , T 1971

100M M T HINE 12.10 10 .90 OGILVIE 1978

100M S E O 'D O N N E LL 11.42 11.00 LO C H A R T /LIN G
S M E L L IE /K IR K L A N D

1971-
1978

2 0 0 M J E W AR D M AN 26.21 2 4 .0 0 W A LLA C E , R 1993

2 0 0 M M G DU NC AN 25.12 2 3 .2 0 LING  T 1973

2 0 0 M S E O 'D O N N E LL 2 4 .2 3 2 2 .8 0 LING, T 1973

4 0 0 M J L C ARRAG HER 6 3 .3 6 5 6 .5 0 COOK, C 1987

4 0 0 M M G DU NC AN 5 8 .6 8 5 2 .5 0 M ILLA R 1977

4 0 0 M S R STEW ART 57 .30 5 0 .3 0 ROGER, G 1982

8 0 0 M J S M CDO NALD 2 .2 8 .0 3 2.12.90 LAW RENCE, C 19 84

8 0 0 M M A STEPHENS 2 .22 .70 2 .0 3 .0 6 LAW RENCE, C 1985

8 0 0 M S R STEW ART 2 .0 8 .2 6 1.55.02 ROGER, G 1982

15 00 M J S M CDO NALD 6.18 4 .3 2 .0 7 LAW RENCE, C 1985

15 00 M M P H EW ITT 4 .4 4 4.14 .05 BOND, R 19 88

15 00 M S C SC H U LZ 4 .5 4 4 .0 9 .0 2 BOND, R 1989

HIGH JU M P J L C ARRAG HER 1.45 1.63 HO LM ES 1965

HIGH JU M P M T HINE 1.65 1.77 CUTHBERTSO N 19 84

HIGH JU M P S A DUTHIE 1.60 1.95 C O LO U H O U N , 0 1999

LO NG  JU M P J S M CDO NALD " 4 ,9 8 ” 5 .5 5 LEAR, C 1967

LO NG  JU M P M G DU NC AN 5.37 6.17 LAW SON 1967

LONG JU M P S A D UTHIE 5.51 6 .5 2 SM E LLIE , D 1978

SHOT J R PH ILIP 8 .8 0 12.83 W ALKER , L 1992

SHOT M M W OODROW 10.38 14.73 M cK E N ZIE , G 1973

SHOT S AND ERSO N 10.70 12.90 C A LLA N D E R 1979

DISCUS J R P H IL IP 2 2 .8 8 36 .27 KNOX, S 1974

DISCUS M B COUPER 2 9 .6 8 4 2 .0 0 KNOX, S 1976

DISCUS S P BROWN 2 8 .5 8 4 0 .2 6 M cK E N ZIE , G 1974

JA V E L IN J A PEATTIE 2 5 .4 8 49.81 M cBR IDE, J 1969

JA V E L IN M R DEW AR 32 .93 49.81 M cBR IDE, J 1969

JA V E L IN S D BENNET 36.91 57.07 M cBR IDE, J 1971

4X 1 00 M J R UTHVEN 55.13 5 0 .5 0 R U THVEN 1987

4X 1 00 M M NICOL 5 0 .7 9 4 6 .6 0 SIM PSON 1972

4X 1 00 M S R U THVEN 49.71 4 5 .5 0 FR EELAN D 1981

4 X 4 0 0 M J R UTHVEN 4.3 3 4 .0 9 .0 7 SIM PSON 1995

4 X 4 0 0 M M FR EELAN D 3 .5 8 3 .5 3 .4 9 SIM PSON 1995

4 X 4 0 0 M S RU TH VE N 4 .0 3 3.41.03 FREELAN D 1992

S T A N D A R D S

R UTHVEN 1ST 2 0 3 3 4T H SIM PSON 1497

FR EELAN D 2N D 1 9 0 8 5TH T H O R N B A N K 1401

NICOL 3RD 1855 6T H W O O DLAN DS 813

f W
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O nce again , th is  ye a r's  S tra th a lla n  1st V II  n e tb a ll te a m  has proved to  be m ore th a n  
capab le  of liv ing  up to  th e  re p u ta tio n  es tab lish e d  by th e  success of p rev ious years .

Their skill and dedication tow ards the  sport resu lted  in an unbeaten 
hom e season. V ic to ries  against Fettes, Madras and G lenalm ond, were 
en joyed by the  team , even if they  did com p la in  th a t I tended to  yell 
a t them  a b it to o  m uch. Our on ly  de fea t was a t th e  hands o f a to u rin g  
side fro m  A us tra lia  who, a fte r  a c losely contested m atch, s tre tched 
to  a 29 -  24 fina l q u a rte r v ic to ry .

The next big event in th e  ca lendar was th e  Scottish Independent 
Schools' N etball to u rn a m e n t w hich S tra tha llan  have re ta ined fo r  8  
years, th e reb y  ensuring  we all feel m ore and m ore  pressure every 
year to  no t go down in S tra th  N etball h is to ry  as th e  team  w ho lost 
the  tro phy ; be lieve me th e  capta in  has had a few  sleepless nights. 
However we had no th ing  to  w o rry  abou t. A fte r a nervous s ta rt, 
we managed, w ith  great sighs o f relief, to  reach th e  finals and meet 
G lenamond. By ha lf tim e  the  score was 6 all. However, we were 
able to  pu ll ahead in th e  second ha lf and w in the  m atch and the 
to u rn a m e n t fo r the  9 th  year running.

A new addition to  the trophy  cabinet th is year was the trophy  fo r Best 
Sporting Team, presented to  us by Perth Ladies' league. A lthough we were 
not as fo rtun a te  as to  w in all ou r matches during the league, I feel tha t we 
played some o f ou r best netball against fo rm idab le opposition and enjoyed 
giving m ore experienced players a run fo r th e ir money.

To add to  th e  success o f th e  f irs t team , the  second VII had a very  
successful season bea ting  th e ir  opponen ts  fro m  M orrisons, K ilgraston 
and G lenalm ond and m anaging even to  overcom e som e f irs t team  
op position . The fu tu re  o f S tra tha llan  N etball seems b r ig h t w ith  bo th 
the  U15 and U14 team s en joy ing  success; the  U14 in fa c t on ly  lost 
th e ir  unbeaten run in th e  last m atch o f the  season. R iley to o  en joyed 
prev ious ly  unheard o f N etball success, la rge ly  due to  th e  dedicated 
coaching o f Miss England.

The r iv a lry  o f the  in te r-house  ne tba ll m atches ensures th is  is a ho tly  
contested occasion. For th e  jun io rs , Thornbank m anaged to  keep firm  
hold o f th a t trophy. W hereas, th ank fu lly , W oodlands re ta ined th e  senior 
tro p h y  (no t th a t I'm  biased o r anyth ing).

A t th e  end o f all th a t, th e  f irs t VII s till m anaged to  p lay th e  m asters
w ho th o u g h t th a t it  w ou ld be an easy m atch (be ing a g irls ' gam e
and a ll) bu t were resound ing ly  de fea ted  25 -  6.

Thanks m ust go to  Miss England, Mrs Tod and Mrs l-F, w ith o u t whose 
s u p p o rt and coaching we w ou ld no t be able to  produce the  s tandard 
o f p lay th a t we do.

We w ou ld like to  w ish Miss England good luck and all th e  best fo r the  
fu tu re  as she leaves to  go tra ve llin g  around New Zealand. She w ill be 
g re a tly  m issed even if the  fa rtleks  are no t. Or w ill those continue?

Lindsey Chisholm (captain)

Full C olours H a lf co lours

Lindsey C hisholm  Sarah Lyburn
Tisi Bush Sioned Bates
Mim i Bush Sara A rak ji
K irs ty  F itzgerald

U nder 15 d is tr ic t  te a m

M elanie Kotseroglou 
L izi Bush

■
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A s usual th e  1st X I  s ta r te d  th e  'season ' during  th e  Rugby  
te rm , th is  t im e  w ith  th e  S c o ttis h  R eserve  Cup.

A 'w inning' draw saw our progression to  the  sem i-final and a win
against Dundee W anderers. We lost 3-1 in the  fina l against Robert 
Gordons; a b it d isappo in ting  but overa ll no t a bad series o f 
pe rfo rm ances against sides p laying fu ll- t im e  hockey.

The Easter Term season was ra th e r m ixed. A t tim es, exce llent hockey 
was played but the re  was an in fu ria tin g  degree o f inconsistency, 
leading to  a results-sheet u n w orth y  o f a team  of considerab le ta len t, 
but perhaps accounted fo r by you th  and inexperience (fo u r V Form ers 
and one IV Form er w ere reg u la r team  m em bers).

Two w ins were recorded against L o re tto  and an in itia l loss to  a s trong 
G ordonstoun side was com pensated fo r  by an exce llent re tu rn  draw. 
D isappointing losses against Fettes and Aberdeen G ram m ar should 
no t have been incu rred, the  la tte r being e n tire ly  against the  run of 
p lay due to  m om ents o f s loppiness. On the  c re d it side were tw o good 
wins against a pow erfu l Old S tra tha llian  side and Belfast Royal 
Academy. Typically  o f ou r season we now played in the  Schools Cup, 
beating  Aberdeen G ram m ar (and de m ons tra ting , in the  process th a t we 
should never have lost to  them  on th e  e a rlie r occasion) and then losing 
to  George Watson's having beaten them  a week before. To fin ish  on 
such a bew ildering  note unde rlined  the  pe cu lia rity  o f the w ho le season.

The team  was exce llen tly  capta ined by S tu a rt Chapman. The Senior 
p layers Robbie S tewart, Adam Arak ji, John  Davey, R obert Clark,
Ross S utherland, Nick Com m on and Steve Sm ith made im p o rta n t 
c o n trib u tio n s  but w ere no t always available. Great pressure, the re fo re , 
was pu t on the  younge r players; Dick H artge rink, David S tewart, Renny 
Myles, David Coaton, Danny H offm an and Malcom Jack, w ho responded 
well to  the  challenge but against some very  m a tu re  sides lacked the 
physical s treng th  to  dom inate. There is, however, because o f th is  a 
young but now qu ite  experienced side fo r next season.

The Second Eleven had a ve ry  solid season, being p a rtic u la r ly  s trong 
in defence. The goa l-sna tch ing  ab ilitie s  o f Dougie Bennet, alas not 
recognized by the  f irs t eleven un til the  Dutch Tour, p rovided a k ille r 
in s tinc t up fro n t. The com b ina tion  o f s treng th s  produced an exce llent 
season, m irro red  by the  e ffo rts  o f a phys ica lly  de te rm ined  and 
p o te n tia lly  hom icida l Th ird  Eleven. Of th e  Fourth  Eleven lit t le  can be 
said; accurate desc rip tion  being possib le grounds fo r po lice prosecution.

The de te rm in a tio n  o f HMC Schools to  pu t a d m in is tra tive  convenience 
be fore sp o rtin g  deve lopm ent has led to  a move fro m  age-groups to 
year groups. I can on ly  hope th a t th is  does not have the  same lo n g ­
te rm  e ffe c t on skills  w itnessed in bo th  c ricke t and rugby. The ju n io r 
sides played some exce llent hockey and, overa ll, had very good results. 
At tim es, however, they  su ffe red  fro m  p laying o lde r and m uch b igger 
sides. It is to  be hoped th a t the  b e tte r players a t Club level w ill step 
s tra ig h t in to  F irst o r Second XI Hockey. Those not qu ite  good enough 
fo r the top team s but prope lled  by ad m in is tra tio n  in to  senior hockey 
may be lost fo r ever.

Thanks m ust go to  all th e  coaches invo lved; no t ju s t those look ing a fte r 
the  'p res tige ' sides bu t those labouring  under adversity. We are very  
fo rtu n a te  to  be so w e ll-s ta ffed  in hockey. The caterers  have done us 
proud and Earnside have, as usual, never let us down w ith  tra n sp o rt. 
W hat has been p a rtic u la rly  pleasing, though , has been the  s taggering  
im provem en t in the  s ta te  o f bo th  the  a ll-w ea the r and the  grass pitches. 
To John Newall and his ‘boys’ m ust go a very big " th a n k  you".

RJW P

R ES U LTS

Club Reserve Cup

V Hillhead 1-1 draw (win on away goal)

V Dundee Wanderers 1-0 win

V R obert Gordon's 1-3 loss

Main Season

V Loretto 3-1 win

v G ordonstoun 1-3 loss

V Fettes 0-1 loss

V Loretto 1-0  win

V G ordonstoun 3-3 draw

V A berdeen G ram m ar 1-2 loss

V Old S tratha llians 3-1 win

V B elfast R.A. 4 - 0  win

V George Watson's 2-1 win

Schools Cup

V Aberdeen G ram m ar 2 -0  win

V George W atsons 1-3 loss



g i r l s '  h o c k e y
It 's  been w onderfu l to  see th e  young m em bers  m akin g  an im p a c t in th e  squads.

A fte r surviving the in itia l shock of pre-season train ing, the  g irls '
1st XI pu t th e ir  new skills  in to  p ractice  and tu rned  in an exceptiona lly  
successful season. We co llected  troph ies  from  the Independent Schools 
to u rna m e n t, the  G lenalm ond indoor to u rna m e n t, and the  M idlands 
indoor to u rna m e n t w hich led us th roug h  to  th e  Scottish indoor 
to u rna m e n t, in w hich we made it th roug h  to  the sem i-fina ls . Then in 
the M idlands, o u td o o r to u rn a m e n t we beat Dundee W anderers th roug h  
pena lty  strokes. This took us th roug h  to  the  Scottish ou tdo o r 
to u rna m e n t, d e fin ite ly  one o f th e  h igh ligh ts  o f the season. We fu lfil le d  
one o f Miss Sm ith 's aims to  beat Hutchesons in the  sem i-fina ls  tak ing  us 
th roug h  to  play M ary Erskine in the  fina l. Even a ltho ug h  we even tua lly  
lost, we proved th a t it was possib le to  score against them  and give 
them  a good game. We pa rtic ip a te d  in the  Scottish Youth Cup fo r the 
f irs t tim e  th is  year and th is  showed th e  team 's ded ica tion  as the re  were 
no grum b les to  be heard when we asked them  to  give up free  tim e  on 
Sundays and to  come back early  fro m  ha lf te rm  to  play ou r matches. 
A fte r a na ilb iting  m atch against MIM we were knocked ou t in th e  sem i­
finals. Not on ly  have th e  1st XI been ve ry  successful, bu t the  ju n io r g irls  
did well w inn ing  bo th  th e ir  indoor and ou tdo o r M idland 's tou rnam ents .

S tra tha llan  g irls  have co n trib u te d  g re a tly  to  ou r d is tr ic t, M idlands, th is 
year. It's been w on de rfu l to  see the  young m em bers m aking an im pact 
in the squads; Ann-Louise Breaden, Caty Connell, Annabelle  Gordon, 
K irs ty  Hay, C laire M cA rth u r and Melanie Kotseroglou were all selected 
fo r the  U15 squad. Ann-Louise also made it in to  the  U16 squad along 
w ith  Anna Macdonald, w hile  Jenny Hay and Katie Flem ing played fo r 
the  U18 team .

Special cong ra tu la tion s  m ust be given to  Ann-Louise Breaden, 
who ga ined a place in th e  S cottish  U16 team . W ith them  she w ill 
trave l to  Ire land, Belgium  and Wales. A lso special cong ra tu la tion s  
to  Laura and Melanie Kotsero lg lou who w ill be rep resen ting  Greece 
in Ire land and Poland th is  summer.

Not on ly  were the g irls  v ic to rio u s  against o th e r schools, but 
we pu t to g e th e r a w inn ing  in te r-house indoor team , beating Simpson 
House in the  fina l th roug h  pena lty  strokes; a v ic to ry  never achieved 
by the  g irls  be fore and no doub t the boys w ill be hoping th a t they 
never w ill again! Success also flou rish ed  in th e  Easter ho lidays 
in an unbeaten to u r o f Holland.

On beha lf of everyone in the  squad, I’d like to  thank all those who 
have helped w ith  the g irls ' 1st XI th is  year. Those who came on tour; 
Mr Giles, Mr Proctor, Mr and Mrs W att and Miss Sm ith. A ll the coaches 
and um pires w ith  the o the r squads. In particular, Miss Sm ith and 
Mr Giles, no t fo rge ttin g  Mrs D orward fo r all the w ine gums before 
every tou rnam ent.

We had to  w ish Miss Sm ith goodbye and good luck a fte r Holland, 
as she le ft fo r a new position  at Oueen V ic to ria  School and we 
welcom ed Miss Sime w ho has stepped fo rw a rd  to  the  challenge 
of coaching the  1st XI.

Good luck to  the  fu tu re  team  and to  next year's captain , Jenny Hay. 

Hazel Whyte



sk i  r a c i n g t h e  S t r a t h a l l i a n  0 1 - 0 2 61

Th is  season has been d o m in ate d  by te m p e ra m e n ta l w ea th er, re s u ltin g  in races  
being cance lled  or re -s ch e d u led  and few  tra in in g  sessions. How ever, w h a t racing  
we did m anage to  ta k e  p a rt  in has been of p rom ising  q u a lity .

In Septem ber S tra tha llan  School took part in the  Scottish Schools 
D ry Ski Slope C ham pionships at the  M id lo th ian  Centre, H illend. Our 
g irls ' team  (Melissa Piper, V icky-D rum m ond-H ay, Katie Lyburn and 
Sarah Herd) fin ished 5 th  and ou r boys’ team  (R itch ie Duncan, Simon 
Erdal, Benno Rawlinson and Godon Bujaud) fin ished 12th. The g irls  
were subsequen tly  selected fo r the  B ritish  Schools Cham pionships 
in Swadlincote, D erbyshire  where, a lthough  Melissa P iper achieved 
a fine  8 th  position , the  team  was not c lassified.

The M inors' Race was re-scheduled because o f poor w eather. On the 
due date, as we w ere d riv in g  th roug h  th e  glens under g ian t snowflakes, 
we heard th a t the  race had to  be cancelled because o f s trong w ind at 
the  Lecht. Since we were approach ing Glenshee we decided to  en joy 
a m orn ing  o f tra in in g  in g lo rious  sunshine and fresh snow instead.

The S cottish  Schools Ski C ham pionships took  place on the  reserve 
date. O ur jo u rn e y  to  the  Lecht was epic and a fte r a d rive  in treacherous 
cond itions  we a rrive d  safe ly w ith  ou r ad renaline at its  h ighest. Our 
g irls ' team  (Melissa Piper, V icky D rum m ond-Hay, Sarah Herd and Sophie 
B arton ) fin ished 8 th  (w ith  Melissa in 3rd pos ition  overa ll). O ur boys' 
team  (R itch ie  Duncan, Magnus O 'Reilly, H arry  W orkm an and Sim on 
Erdal) fin ished 6 th ; a trem endous ach ievem ent cons ide ring  we w ere 
b ring ing  such a young team .

The B ritish  Schools C ham pionships did no t take place as we were 
in fo rm ed th a t the  Nevis Range could o ffe r lush green m eadows a t th a t 
tim e  but no snow (which th e y  subsequen tly  go t in generous qu an tity ).

In a b roader view, the  fo llo w ing  achievem ents deserve a m ention :

In S lalom , G iant S la lom  and Super G iant S lalom, on the  
na tiona l and in te rn a tio n a l c ircu it, w ith  races as fa r 
away as Am erica, Melissa P iper co llec ted  5 Gold,
3 S ilver and 2 Bronze medals. She was a fin a lis t 
in the  Young S po rts  Persona lity  o f Perthsh ire .
She fin ished the  season by being No. 1 seeded 
sla lom  skier in he r age g roup  in Great B rita in  
and has been selected fo r the  Scottish Team 
Youth Squad. H er pe rfo rm an ce  over fo u r 
m onths  is exceptional.

R itch ie Duncan com peted in 9 na tiona l and in te rn a tio n a l 
races and co llec ted  4 Gold, 2 S ilve r and 1 B ronze m edal.
His ach ievem e nt in S la lom  is p a r t ic u la r ly  im press ive  and he 
fin is h e d  7 th  in th e  B rit is h  N a tion a l C ha m p ion sh ips  (S uper G) 
in P itzta l, A us tria . R itchie 's overa ll resu lts, in Scotland pa rticu la rly , 
have no t gone unno ticed, in a w orld  w here co m p e titio n  is fierce.

Magnus O 'R eilly  has raced in Scotland and abroad. He won the 
A lp ine Cup in Tignes, France, and the  C a irngorm  Cham pionships. 
He was well placed in fo u r o th e r races and made the  m ost o f the 
rare snow fa lls  to  shape up and tra in  hard.

We do no t m ind th e  S cottish  w ea the r having ta n tru m s  th ro u g h o u t 
the w inter, as long as it leaves us enough snow to  tra in  and race. 
Le t's  hope the  w h ite  m antle  re tu rns  fo r 2003 .

Fablenne Thompson



B oys' Tenn is 2 0 0 2

In a season during which th e  w eather did not favour the game,
the 1st VI also had to  deal w ith  extra  away games due to  the renova tion  
o f the courts . We s ta rte d  w ith  th e  annual capta in  o f boys versus 
the capta in  o f g irls  m atch. Tisi Bush's team  pu t up a va lian t fig h t 
but Andrew  Mack's won 6 - 3 .

Once again we entered the  G lanvil Cup m atch and were draw n against 
G lenalm ond. We trave lled  the re  but soon realised th a t th is  was to  be 
an uph ill ba ttle . A lthou gh  we played a season w ith  a young team  we 
bounced back to  secure 3 good w ins against Rannoch, Edinburgh 
Academ y and Lore tto .

M ention should be made, inc iden ta lly , of V Form ers David Coaton 
and Rory Carm ichael who played as num ber 1 couple fo r the season 
and look to  be in th is  pos ition  fo r a few  years to  come.

We went on to  lose 3 closely fo ugh t matches, one no ticeab ly  against 
M erch iston where a fte r 8  m atches it was 4 m atches each, bu t playing 
against a seeded Scottish player proved too  much and we lost 4 - 5; 
the  c losest score against them  fo r a few years.

In the In te r House co m p e titio n  R uthven and Freeland played it ou t 
in the  fina ls  bu t a fte r 2 rounds o f the  3 round co m p e titio n  Ruthven 
had already secured a w in in 5 o f the 6 m atches w ith  on ly  3 to  play.
As a resu lt R uthven House re ta in  the  tro p h y  fo r a th ird  year in a row.

Like all good th ing s  the  season came to  an end w ith  the Boys 1st VI 
(fe a tu ring  Am elia  Lane) de fea ting  the  SMCR by a GIGANTIC 5 - 4 .  
Looking back over the te rm , we won some, we lost some, but did en joy 
the  gam e and w ith  you th  on our side th e re  is on ly  one way the  team  
w ill head next year...

Andrew Mack, Captain

MATCH RESULTS FOR THE YEAR

C apt Boys vs Capt G irls 6 3

E d in b u rg h  A cade m y 6 3

R annoch  S choo l 6 3

L o re tto 5 4

G le n a lm o n d  J u n io rs 4 5

S e n io rs 2 7

M e rch is to n 4 5

S te w a rt's  M e lv ille 4 5

SMCR 5 4

G irls ' Tennis

The Girls' Tennis team s have enjoyed mixed success th is  season. 
A lthough  m ost scheduled fix tu res  rem ained unchanged, th e  same 
cannot be said o f the team s and th e ir  m em bers.

Despite having  lost bo th  th e ir  m a tches th is  season, R iley has 
con tribu ted  well to  school teams and players com peted enthusiastically.

This year team s have enjoyed m ixed fo rtunes, w ith  good wins over 
K ilgraston, A lbyn and Fettes. U n fo rtuna te ly , due to  the tra d itio n a l 
Scottish Summer, bo th  the  G lenalm ond and K ilgraston tou rna m e n ts  
were cancelled.

A t the  beginning o f te rm , the  m atch be tw een Captain o f Boys' Tennis 
and Captain of G irls ' Tennis took place on the  hard courts , g iv ing 
th e  g irls  an o p p o rtu n ity  to  raise th e ir  games against faste r and 
s trong e r opponents.

Senior and Ju n io r In ter-H ouse tennis  com p e titio ns  were won 
by Thornbank, bu t on ly  a fte r some close matches.

W ith the  usual sum m er te rm  exams loom ing and a fu ll ranges of 
fixtures, the teams were able to  experim ent w ith  d iffe ren t com binations 
o f couples, g iv ing players the  chance to  develop various styles.

A p a rtic u la r fe a tu re  o f the 1st VI th is  year has been th e  em ergence 
of younger players; obv ious ly  encouraging fo r th e  fu tu re .

On beha lf o f G irls' Tennis we w ou ld like to  thank Mrs Dorw ard and 
Miss Sime fo r coaching and encouraging the teams, and also the 
players them selves fo r m aking th is  such an en joyab le season.

Tisi Bush

Louise Lamb



b a d m i n t o n t h e  S t r a t h a l l i a n  0 1 - 0 2

T hey say th a t  all th in g s  com e and go in cycles, and if we are  p laying  th e  num bers  
gam e b adm in ton  is c e r ta in ly  becom ing m ore popu lar a t S tra th a lla n .

There was a healthy tu rnout of III, IV and V Formers th is  year. 
Rebecca, Kirsty, Finlay, Craig, M ichael, Euan, Hanna, Louise, Rhianna, 
Mhairi, N icola, Renny, A lison and Rory all showed prom ise and braved 
m any o f th e  co lder w in te r n igh ts  in th e ir  guest fo r im provem ent.

Inva riab ly  the  VI Form sessions were over subscribed due in the  main to  
an ex trem e ly  keen Chinese con tingen t. My thanks go to  Adrian, Ding, 
Bufan, Benson, George, Lina, Nan and Sulekha fo r m aking Friday n igh ts  
so much fun as well as p rov id ing  some cha lleng ing  opposition .

The annual House cham pionships were, again, keenly contested but 
Freeland w ere ju s t to o  good fo r the  o the rs  th is  tim e.

Thornbank took  the  g irls ' tro p h y  and, in te resting ly , beat Ruthven in to  
fo u rth  place overa ll.

W hile I am w ritin g  th is  the  2 0 02 -200 3  season is a lready well under way 
w ith  a c tiv ity  sessions m ore popu la r than ever. We have also entered a 
team  in the  P erth  & K inross league. M atches take place on Wednesday 
evenings and the  co m p e titio n  should be o f a high s tandard so le t us 
hope we can a t least hold ou r own. Good luck to  the  team  and my 
thanks once again to  all w ho co n trib u te d  to  m aking the 2001-2002 
season so enjoyable.

Badm inton is now o ffe re d  as a games op tio n  at Senior level and th e re  is 
no doub t th a t the  general s tandard o f play is im prov ing  as a resu lt. In 
th is  regard I m ust thank Mr Sneddon, Mme Crane and Mrs Duncan fo r 
th e ir  cons iderab le con tribu tio ns .

GCK

s w i m m i n g
Th is  y e a r has been sp ent build ing on th e  progress m ade  
la s t year.

The swim team  has grown in size w ith  III Form ers jo in in g  and the 
th ree  weekly sessions s till in place. As a resu lt we won tw o  matches, 
one against Rannoch and notably, the  o th e r against G lenalm ond - 
a firs t in a long tim e  and w ith o u t th e  fu ll team . We lost against Dollar; 
an overs igh t we hope to  re c tify  next year.

Standards and in te r-house sw im m ing were com peted in w ith  gusto and 
w ere both won by Ruthven w ith  the  o th e r Houses com ing no t fa r 
behind. Thank you to  Mr. W att and Mr. Giles fo r o rgan is ing  the  in te r­
house co m p e titio n  -  it was much apprecia ted .

We are fin a lly  -  th e re  have been rum ours  of th is  since I came in 1996 - 
having the  changing room s redone, w ith  the  outcom e, it is to  be hoped, 
th a t in the w in te r we w on 't need nerves o f steel against the  cold to 
get changed.

We have, as always, had ou r dedicated coach Dr. M cDougall tra in in g  us 
and in jec ting  en thusiasm  in to  th e  team  when needed. He is always 
th e re  on a Saturday m orn ing  and the  team  w ou ld no t have progressed 
as m uch w ith o u t him.

A t the s ta rt of the  year I was so rry  to  see Mrs. Duncan leaving 
sw im m ing to  go to  badm in ton as th e  g u a lifica tion  regu la tions  were 
tigh tened . She s till gives the  m uch-needed service o f record ing  results 
in the  in te r-house  and s tandards com p e titio ns  and her supervis ing 
games sessions w ill be missed on the  days we are fee ling  p a rtic u la rly  
lazy.

Also a t the end o f the  year I was much ob liged to  Mr. Ross fo r stepping 
in to  supervise ou r tra in in g  sessions w hile  I coached th e  team .

I have en joyed capta in ing  the  team  th is  year and even though Kamal 
does not believe it, he w ou ld have made an enorm ous co n trib u tio n  to  
the  team  had he carried  on his post as boys' captain .

The team , somehow, is always m o tiva ted  (though  in a s lig h tly  d ilu ted  
fo rm  on Saturday at 6 .30am ) w hich has made bo th  my and Dr. 
M cD ougall’s job  easier and m ore fun. I look fo rw a rd  to  next year to  build 
on what we have done th is  year.

Vicky Watson



and the  decision to  move the  Scottish Cham pionship to  the
C hris tm as te rm  so as no t to  cu t across exams. A move w hich seems 
to  be have been un ive rsa lly  welcom ed.

Joe Watson was appo in ted as Club Captain and set abou t his task w ith  
a re fresh ing  co m m itm en t; his caring and responsible leadersh ip  style 
shows him  to  be a ve ry  good choice. He sets a good exam ple and is 
able m o tiva te  o the rs  by his actions.

We have had tw o  com p e titio ns  to  date. The firs t saw us beat a good 
L o re tto  side, desp ite  ou r no t shoo ting  p a rtic u la rly  well. A t the N ational 
C ham pionsh ip we acqu itte d  ourse lves well enough fo r such a young 
side, ou r A-team  fin ish ing  12 out of 28  schools, and ou r B-team  (who 
shot th e  same course as the  seniors) o u ts tr ip p in g  many of th e  A-team 
scores. The team s were as fo llows;

A-Team B-Team C-Team

W atson. J C om m o n. M C a rm ich a e l. A

Leslie . G B e n n e tt. J M cC u lloch . R

M acK enz ie . K G a rre t. A B acarre za . M

M ackie . P La in g . J R aw linson . B

P h illip . R B row n . K S m ith . M

We look fo rw a rd  to  the Scottish C ham pionsh ip next te rm  and the 
House co m p e titio n  th is  te rm , bu t m ore im p o rta n tly  I am look ing 
fo rw a rd  to  ou r young team  m a tu ring  and shoo ting  to  th e ir  po ten tia l.

I would like to  thank the  ever-re liab le  Charles C ourt fo r his continued 
help and supp ort w ith  the  c lub  and John Newall w ho has kept the 
range in exce llent cond ition .

PMV

This  proved to  be a q u ie t y e ar fo r th e  club, w h a t w ith  th e re  
being no v is it  to  th e  N a tio n a l C ham pionsh ip  in 2 0 0 2

Clay 
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In c le m e n t w e a th e r during  th e  la t te r  p a rt of th e  season p layed havoc w ith  th e  
p ro g ra m m e and a nu m b er of f ix tu re s  w ere  los t or in te rru p te d .

The season ended on an unsatis facto ry  note, desp ite  the  team 's 
having qu a lified  fo r  th e  fin a l o f the  Perth  and Kinross Schools' league 
fo r the  second successive year, when o u r opponen ts w ere unable to 
fu lf il l th e  fix tu re  even th oug h  the  fina l was de layed u n til September.
It is hoped th a t the  fina l can now be played a t the  s ta rt o f the 
2 0 0 3  season.

The league team  won th ree  out o f th e ir fo u r fix tu res  by such em phatic 
margins th a t th e ir one narrow  defeat to Morrison's Academy did not 
m atte r in the final analysis as they also dropped points to  o the r schools.
A h igh ligh t o f the m atch against Morrison's was the m igh ty  Joe Watson's 
v ic to ry  against the  County m atchplay cham pion to  accomplish which he 
w ent round in level par 71 on the tough C rie ff course. V ic tories were 
gained against G lenalmond 4-0, Breadalbane 4 -0  and C rie ff 3-1. Captain 
of golf, Marcus Read, strugg led  to  play at his best and came up against 
some tough opponents du ring the season. The o the r tw o  ever- present 
members o f the team, Gordon Bujaud and Daniel Hoffm ann, both had 
good seasons and both won th ree  ou t o f fo u r league m atches o ften very 
decisively. Only fo u r players were used in the  league m atches which 
m ight help to  account fo r the team's success.

O ther m atches were played against Independen t schools la te r in 
the  te rm , in w hich it proved possib le to  b lood some o th e r players 
w ho w ill th e reb y  have gained a lit t le  experience o f m atch play golf.
One o f the  h igh ligh ts  o f th e  season was the  4-2 de fea t a t C raig ie law  
G olf C lub against L o re tto  School. The six man team  was severely 
weakened due to  exam com m itm en ts  and a t the  11th hour we had 
to  call on Sean M urray to  com e in to  th e  side desp ite  his lack of 
experience a t th is  level. The course proved ve ry  cha lleng ing  and 
th is  was not helped by a fifte e n  m inu te  in te rru p tio n  due to  ha ils tones 
(n.b. th is  is ea rly  June), ye t desp ite  these d iffic u ltie s  young Sean 
m anaged to  keep his ball on the  course m ore than his opponen t and 
recorded a fam ous v ic to ry . Duncan B ickerton  also won his m atch and 
he and Sean w ere the  on ly  players w ith  100%  p lay ing records. A 3-3 
draw  a t B run ts fie ld  links against Fettes College com ple ted the 
m atches against o th e r schools.

The w ea the r cu rta ile d  the  In ter-H ouse g o lf to  9  holes when w ate r 
s ta rted  to  fo rm  on the greens a t A uchterarder. R uthven, led well 
by Gordon Bujaud m anaged to  w in the  team  co m p e titio n  and the 
ind iv idua l, ha lting  Freeland's previous dom inance. The St. Columba's 
tro p h y  was reta ined by M arcus Read w ith  tw o  rounds o f 73 at 
Auchterarder, by th ree  strokes fro m  Gordon Bujaud. The end result 
w ou ld have been a lo t c loser if Gordon had no t doub le bogied 
the par th ree  last.

The Stocks Cup and the  S cottish  Schools' Team Cham pionship, 
scheduled to  be played on G lena lm ond ’s course, bo th  fe ll v ic tim  
to  the  wet weather, a ltho ug h  the  P erth  and K inross ind iv idua l 
cham pionsh ip  was played on one o f the  h o tte s t days o f the  sum m er 
on th e  Lansdowne course at B la irgow rie . Sadly none o f th e  scho o l’s 
go lfe rs  m anaged to  h it top  fo rm  th a t day w ith  G ordon being th e  best 
placed S tra tha llian  a t equal 11th.

Thanks m ust be extended to  g roundsm an John  Newall and his s ta ff 
fo r th e  w ork  they  have pu t in to  the  new 9 hole course on site. This 
is a m a jo r im provem en t on ou r fa c ilitie s  and w ill enable go lfe rs  o f all 
a b ilitie s  to  test ou t th e ir  skills. Once again I am indebted to  Mr K itson 
fo r his un fa iling  help and supp o rt in look ing a fte r the team  on m atch 
days and fo r his coaching o f players on p ractice  days.

NS

LO N DO N  & SE E N G L A N D  GOLF

On 25 th  June 20 02 , tw o team s o f S tra tha llians  com peted fo r the 
Ann iesland Trophy a t Denham. This is a co m p e titio n  be tw een London- 
based fo rm e r pupils o f all th e  m a jo r S cottish  schools organ ised by the 
London Scottish Schools' Golf Society. Our team  o f M itche ll Steel, 
A la s ta ir Doodson, Ben M arr and Innes Anderson w ith  111 s tab le fo rd  
po in ts  (best 3 scores to  coun t) came a ve ry  close second to  L o re tto  
w hile  ou r o th e r team  of A lfie  S tuart, Scott Callander, Brian Parker and 
Gordon Caldwell came ap pro x im ate ly  8 th  ou t o f 18 team s entered.

In the  a fte rn o o n  n ine -ho le  foursom es co m p e titio n  Brian Parker and 
Gordon Caldwell came f irs t w ith  19 s tab le fo rd  po in ts  and won the 
W atsonian Salver.

Our next ou tin g  w ill be at B le tch ing ley  in Surrey on W ednesday 
2nd O ctober 20 02 . Anyone w ho w ou ld like to  play and is no t c u rre n tly  
on the  "m a ilin g  lis t"  should con tac t Gordon Caldwell on: 
0 2 0 8 4 4 6 7 4 8 6 6  or Gordon(S>caldifam.freeserve.co.uk



h o r s e  r i d i n g
fro m  now on we can be su re  th a t  th in g s  can on ly  g e t be tte r.

S c o ttis h  Schools E q u e s tria n  C ham pionships

For th e  past tw o years we have been riding at Gleneagles Equestrian 
Centre and decided th a t we ough t to  make som e th ing  o f th is  tra in ing  
and en te r th e  S cottish  Schools Cham pionships hosted by K ilgraston 
School a t G leneagles. A lthou gh  m any o f us did no t have ou r own horses 
we tre a te d  th is  as on ly  a m ino r setback. It fe lt like we trave lled  all over 
Scotland in an a tte m p t to  find  horses we could bo rrow  and eventually, 
abou t fo u r days be fore the  com p e titio n , we succeeded. Having fina lly  
go t horses fro m  fa r and w ide we spen t the  S aturday c leaning tack.
Tack which, in some cases, hadn 't been c leaned fo r a good few  years. 
U n fo rtuna te ly , m em bers o f the  VI Form had an event th a t n igh t and 
so the  chances o f g e ttin g  a fu ll n igh t's  sleep seem ed slender.

Am azing ly, on th e  day o f the  com p e titio n , we had liaised p e rfe c tly  and 
ou r m oun ts  a rrive d  w ith in  m inu tes o f each other. It was then a fra n tic  
rush to  ge t all the  horses p la ited and polished up be fo re  o u r dressage 
tests. C erta in  m em bers seem ed to  have neglected the  m ino r m a tte r 
o f lea rn ing  th e  te s t be fore  th e  day and so w ha t shou ld have been 
w arm -up tim e  was spen t b rush ing  up on th e  test. It appeared th a t 
th e  ju n io r  team  were th e  s trong es t a t dressage and O liv ia S tre a tfie ld - 
Jam es, Rachel Leslie and Laura M acDonald all gained ve ry  good 
scores s tand ing them  in good stead fo r  th e  show ju m p ing .

As usual th e  fine  Scottish w ea the r made its  appearance and managed 
to  ge t all o f us ve ry  wet. However, th is  did no t dam pen o u r sp irits  and 
we carried  on regard less. Both Pamela G arre tt rid ing  Barney and Helen 
Sum m ersg ill rid ing  W hisper jum ped  love ly  c lea r rounds. Sadly the  rest 
o f us w ere not qu ite  so fo rtu n a te . The a tm osphere  seemed to  be too  
m uch fo r some o f th e  ponies and, added to  th e  sun sh in ing b r ig h tly  on 
the  f irs t fence o f th e  course, some e lim ina tio ns  were inev itab le . A ll the 
riders pu t on a brave and gu tsy  pe rfo rm ance  w ith  horses w ho were 
being ve ry  d iff ic u lt. In ad d ition , th e  seniors faced a course o f 3 '6 "  
jum ps, b igger th an  som e w ere used to ; it  all becam e a b it daun ting .

C onsidering th is  was th e  f irs t tim e  S tra tha lla n  have en te red  th is  
co m p e titio n  and m any o f us were rid ing  horses we had on ly  ju s t 
m e t and fu rth e rm o re  com peting  against riders, m any o f w hom  are 
successful on th e  na tiona l c ircu it and w ho have ridden the  same horses 
fo r years, we did no t m ind n o t com ing hom e w ith  a haul o f troph ies  
and rosettes. We w ere ju s t pleased to  have pu t in an appearance and 
fro m  now on we can be sure th a t th ing s  can on ly  ge t better.

We w ou ld also like to  thank Mrs. Sum m ersg ill fo r her am azing w ork 
in o rgan iz ing  eve ry th ing  fro m  tra n sp o rt to  en tries  and fo r m aking 
superhum an and successful e ffo rts  to  find  riders and horses to  fill 
in a t the  last m inute.

Thank you, too, to  the  teachers  and paren ts  w ho have supported  
behind the  scenes, ho ld ing horses w h ile  courses were walked and 
keeping th e  co ffee  flow ing  in o rder to  keep us a le rt. This w ou ld never 
have happened w ith o u t Mr. Barnes ta k in g  us to  Gleneagles re lig ious ly  
every week always arm ed w ith  his cup o f coffee... we hope we haven't 
encouraged an add ic tion .

So, we look fo rw a rd  to  next year when, it is to  be hoped, ou r 
pe rfo rm ance  w ill im prove and we can add an o th e r spo rt to  the 
list o f successes a t S tra tha lla n  School.

Sulekha Varm a and Sam ara Johnstone

S tra th a lla n  R iding Group

A sm all group of en th usiastic  Riley pupils w ent riding every Friday 
at th e  Dunvegan Equestrian C entre in Newburgh. R iding went on in 
all w ea the r cond itions ; no t even th e  so rt of to rre n tia l dow npours th a t 
we call sum m er here in P erthsh ire  dam pened th e ir  sp irits . Th roughout 
th e  year, th e  pupils w orked hand to  im prove th e ir  skills; Am yce made 
exce llent progress on Duchess, one o f the  sm allest ponies; Kelly and 
Naomi braved some ju m p ing  lessons and loved it; M alcolm  d iscovered 
the  best ju m p ing  pos ition  on Clyde; K irs ty  and G inny bo th w anted to  
ride  Amos; and Rachel dem onstra ted  ju s t how easy it looks when you 
can ju m p  properly.

The sen ior g roup trave lled  to  New burgh every Thursday a fte rn oon  
to  im prove th e ir  rid ing  skills  at the Dunvegan Equestrian Centre.
They w ere provided w ith  a la rge num ber o f horses and ponies o f all 
s tandards on w hich to  w ork. Lessons included dressage, ju m p ing  and 
stab le  m anagem ent includ ing  tack ing  up horses w ith  all d iffe re n t kinds 
o f brid les, b its and a ttachm en ts  to  saddles. W hile do ing th is  th e y  found 
ou t w hat each piece o f equ ipm ent was designed fo r and w ha t prob lem s 
w ith  the  horses they  were then able to  co rrec t. Very in te resting .

As well as lessons, the  g roup w ent on num erous hacks in the 
coun trys id e  around Newburgh. The experienced ride rs  en joyed some 
exc iting  canters  and ga llops w h ile  the  less experienced d iscovered how 
to  cope w ith  horses ou t in th e  open. V icky Reid won the  award fo r the 
m ost o rig in a l "d is m o u n t"  (by a sho rt head fro m  the w rite r). Thanks to  
Laura, Am anda, Hannah and Nonie (w ho may on ly  be th re e  and a ha lf 
bu t knows all th e re  is to  know  abou t the  Dunvegan horses). A great 
tim e  was had by all. We look fo rw a rd  to  the  challenges o f next year.

JSR H



Duke Of Edinburgh's Award
th e  a b ility  to  le arn  fro m  and g ive to  o th e rs

During the past year, the Duke of Edinburgh's Award has again proved 
to  be very popu lar w ith  pupils. No doubt th is is pa rtly  due to  the fact tha t 
the Award is great fun. This is actua lly  one of the aims o f the Award, but 
o f course there  are o the r m ore serious aims too. The Award handbook fo r 
leaders contains a long list o f these. For example, in de livering the  Award, 
leaders are asked to  foste r in pupils the fo llow ing gualities; a sense of 
responsibility; independence of th oug h t and action; an awareness o f one’s 
po ten tia l; an understand ing o f one’s s treng ths and weaknesses; th e  ab ility  
to  lead and work as pa rt o f a team ; the ab ility  to  learn from  and give to 
o thers in the com m unity; self confidence; discovering new ta len ts  and 
abilities; and the ab ility  to  plan and use tim e  effectively. The rationale 
behind the  s truc tu re  of the Award is th a t these abstractions can be given 
concrete fo rm  by tra in ing  pupils ap propria te ly  and then giving them  the 
op po rtun ity  to  take part in challenging ac tiv ities  which w ill allow th e ir 
ta len ts  to  blossom. S tating such high flow n aims is all very well, but 
parents w ill probably be m ore in terested to  know w he the r the rea lity  
matches the rhe toric. One fo rm  of answer to th is  im po rtan t guestion 
can be found by s im ply reading the reports  o f Award assessors. Here are 
tw o recent examples o f such reports  taken from  partic ipants ' logbooks.

Gold Award Service Section

T itle  of Service Given People W ith Special Needs

D ate Started 2 0 /0 4 /0 0

Completed 25 /04 /01

Briefing Session Given By Rosalind Scott On 2 0 /0 4 /0 0

Counselling Sessions Held On (a )10 /05 /00
(b) 01/11/00 
(c) 07/01/01

Form of Practica l Help Help W ith A c tiv itie s  fo r 
People w ith  Special Needs

Assessor's Report Laura was ex trem e ly
of practica l service conscien tious and hard 

w ork ing . She coped ve ry  well 
w ith  w ork ing  in a challenging 
env ironm en t. She in teg ra ted  
w ell and was a valued m em ber 
o f the  vo lu n te e r team .

Of partic ipant's  d iary An exce llent rep o rt
and account - fu ll o f insight.

Signed Rosalind Scott

Position V olun teer C o-o rd ina to r

Gold Award________________R esidentia l P ro ject

A ctiv ity O utdoo r Centre H elper

Purpose W orking W ith P rim ary  Children

Place Kilbow ie O utd oo r Centre, 
Oban, A rgy ll

Assessor's Report Jenn y  played a fu ll and ac tive  ro le  w ith  a 
group o f p rim a ry  7 ch ild ren fro m  Plains, 
N orth  Lanarkshire . She go t on rea lly  well 
w ith  th e  ch ild ren and she was a grea t help 
in all the  a c tiv it ie s  (walking, skiing, 
o rien tee ring , rock c lim b ing  and gorge 
w alk ing), tak ing  respo ns ib ility  con fide n tly  
when asked. She was a good tim ekeepe r 
and qu ick to  learn. Jenny was ac tive ly  
invo lved in all the  evening a c tiv it ie s  and 
good a t an tic ip a tin g  th e  ch ild ren 's  needs 
e.g. on th e  gorge walk. She has been 
a grea t asset du ring  th is  week.

Signed Req Popham

Q ualifications MIC, BCU, BASI, SOA

It is clear that, fo r these two pupils, the Award does seem to  have provided an 
opportun ity to  develop skills and gualities which they may not have otherwise 
been able to express in guite the same way. In the ir case, the rhetoric of the 
Award handbook has been successfully translated into action in the real world. 
This is true for the vast m ajority of pupils who take on the challenge of the 
Award and this is probably why the award has had such an enduring appeal 
to parents over the years.

The success o f the Award in the school depends en tire ly  on the help given 
to  the Award by school s ta ff and also by the many individuals in the 
com m unity  who, like the assessors named above, support the scheme.
Mr. Kitson's C om m unity Service team  make a pa rticu la rly  v ita l con tribu tion  
to  the Award in the school and th is  is very much appreciated by the pupils. 
Mr. Bolton, Mr Burgess, Dr. Carr, Miss England, Mr. H igg inbottom  and Miss 
Ni Rian have again devoted a great deal of th e ir spare tim e  to  supervising 
expeditions and I am very gra tefu l fo r th e ir help and advice. Sadly fo r us, 
Debbie Carr, Liz England and Sinead Ni Rian have all moved to  o the r posts, 
leaving the Expedition Section com pletely bereft o f the fem in ine touch. 
Any volunteers, girls? Many thanks are also due to  the num erous other 
staff who make contribu tions  to  all the various sections o f the Award.

Parents interested in what the Award has to  o ffe r can consult the Award 
website at www.theaward.org where they can also find an archive of the 
Award journal.

DRS

http://www.theaward.org


s a i l i n g
Th e sailinq  s ta r te d  e a r ly  w ith  A dam , S quibb le and W atson  som ehow  m anaq ing  to  
w in  th e  S ea m a n sh ip  Cup a t  th e  N a tio n a l C C F R e g a tta  in S ep tem ber.

A fte r  an absence of a year Port Edgar's D art 16s were in fo r  a shock, 
p robab ly  having no t been p itch -po led  fo r th e  w ho le tim e  we w eren 't 
sailing. The record now stands at 12 p itch -po les in one a fte rn o o n  set 
by Blakey, Bennet and Hayward. The f irs t 8 w ere a p pa ren tly  fo r  fun...

There were no near misses w ith  oil tankers  th is  year, a ltho ug h  Adam 
and Jake did m anage to  capsize r ig h t in th e  m idd le o f a yach t race.
O ur heavy w ea the r sa iling skills  have d e fin ite ly  im proved; Hayward 
and G raem e lasted a lm ost a w ho le a fte rn o o n  o f Force 6  be fore  th e ir  
W ayfarer capsized and inexp licab ly  made a beeline fo r the  Forth Road 
Bridge. Sguibble and W atson have found  a so ft spot fo r H erm an our 
G erm an sa iling suprem o, even go ing as fa r as to  a llow  him  in th e  same 
boat. Adam and Jake c la im ed th e  Buzz because no one else was stup id  
enough to  sail it. It takes a m ino r death w ish to  pu t th e  sp innaker up 
when the  waves are b igger than small buses. The insurance prem ium  
w ill no doub t rise a fte r  the  p ie r refused to  m ove o u t o f Graeme's way 
and Bennet d iscovered th a t trapeze w ires have th e ir  lim its . Hayward, 
H erm an and Mat G ordon go t th e ir  level 2 c e rtif ica te s  and th e  rest 
w orked on th e  Seam anship and P erform ance Sailing modules.

This year was easily th e  best so fa r and th e  bus w ou ld no t be th e  same 
w ith o u t Com m odore o f Sailing Blakey m aking sure the  packed lunches 
w ere d is tr ib u te d  fa irly ; and o f course Mr R a itt’s d riv in g  never had us 
w orrie d . The M acdonalds a t South O ueensferry  w ill d e fin ite ly  miss ou r 
w eekly  custom  and th e  Forth Road B ridge to llb o o th  w orkers Hayward's 
in sp iring  chat.

Adam  Wallace, Nicol LV1

f o o t b a l l
The fo o tb a ll season a t  S tra th  s ta r te d  as usual during  th e  p re d ic ta b ly  w e t and  
d re a ry  m o n th  of J a n u a ry , and th e  e a r ly  season tra in in g  w as th e re fo re  co nfined  to  
th e  h a rd ly  ideal school as tro .

The 1st XI squad for the  season consisted m a in ly  o f Upper 6 th  
w ho w ere in th e ir  second year in th e  team  w ith  a few  new faces fro m  
Lower 6 th . The Team was capta ined by Neil Anderson, w ho set a great 
exam ple fo r th e  rest o f th e  squad by ea ting  he a lth ily  and keeping f i t  
th roug h  his own fo rm  o f rec rea tio na l exercise. O ther leaving players 
w o rth y  o f m en tion  are Liam  Ferry, w ho has w eighed in w ith  m ore than 
his fa ir  share o f goals over th e  years, and A lis ta ir 'Dog' C arm ichae l w ho 
as usual le ft his tra dem ark  (12 stud indents) on any player mad enough 
to  go near h im  w ith  o r w ith o u t the  ball.

This was the  firs t season th a t the  school took pa rt in the  new ly fo rm ed 
Independent Schools Cup. We made it th roug h  the open ing g roup stage 
w ith  a p re tty  good set o f results, on ly  to  find  th ings  s lig h tly  harder in the 
qu a rte r fina ls  w here we came across a well organ ized Hutcheson’s side.

There were a few  o th e r m em orab le m atches over the  season w ith  good 
hom e v ic to rie s  over D ollar and OVS and a 7-1 result against G lenam ond 
on th e ir  own tu rf.

Looking  back now we are now able to  apprec ia te  the  fu n n y  side o f not 
on ly  Mr. Bolton 's  bow el-m oving d riv ing , bu t also th e  n igh t he managed 
to  ge t the  keys to  the  m ini-bus s tuck in its  side do o r w h ile  we were 
away at OVS, and le ft us to  freeze as the  te m pe ra tu re  dropped and 
th e  s lee t hardened.

O verall, the  season was en joyed by all who took  pa rt. The 2nd XI 
bene fited  fro m  th e ir  ra the r un o rth od ox  a ttitu d e  to  tra in in g  w ith  success 
in m ost o f th e ir  matches, and are all happy to  a ttr ib u te  some o f th a t 
success to  th e ir  insp ira tion a l coach Mr. Sm ith  w ho m anages to  c reate 
a g re a t team  s p ir it each year.

Thanks are also due to  Mr G oddard and also to  Mr Shields, who 
especia lly  en joyed the  season because o f C eltic 's  convincing  
tr ip le  v ic to ry .

Blair Chalmers



t he  S t r a t h a l l i a n  0 1 - 0 2

The s to ry  co n tin u e s : la s t ye a r 's  re p o rt s ta te d  th a t  we had to  im prove on our 
second to  la s t pos itio n  in th e  P rin g le  Trophy, and as th e  new y e a r  g o t u n d er w ay  
th e re  w as a d e te rm in e d  e ffo r t  fro m  th e  te a m  to  g e t th in g s  r ig h t in tra in in g .

Giles and Hugh did a lot of work o u tw ith  Wednesday a fte rnoons, 
ensuring as they  did so th a t th e  Team m atched th e ir  exertions. The Drill 
com ponent o f th e  com p e titio n  was th e re fo re  well rehearsed and the  
level o f fitness  - w hich was even tua lly  decisive - rose to  new heights.

The com p e titio n  th is  year was a lm ost exactly  th e  same as th e  last one 
(I hope th e re  is some va rie ty  in 2002 ), except o f course th a t we 
im proved by 16 places and came hom e w ith  the  S ir S teuart P ringle 
Trophy. The S tra tha llan  Team made th e ir  m ark in m any ways du ring  the 
weekend - by th e ir  de te rm in a tio n , th e ir  skill in th e  m ilita ry  e lem ents 
of th e  com petition , th e ir  to ta l incom petence in Map Reading (o f w hich 
m ore la ter), th e ir  ha ircu ts  and th e ir  d ram atic  Section A ttack  in which 
Calum Emslie played the  pipes and Mark Riley raised th e  Saltire  over 
the  captured ob jective . All th e  same, as we waited fo r the  resu lts  to  be 
announced I was convinced th a t we m ust have been in abou t 6 th  place 
at best, and it was a great fee ling to  hear th a t the  Trophy was ours.
Many thanks to : Cadet RSM Giles Seddon, C olour Sergeant Hugh Mackay, 
Sergeant Fraser Niven, C orporal Calum Emslie, Lance Corporals Mark 
Riley and G areth Everett and Marines R obert Anderson, Fraser Philip 
and Alex Murray. I am sure th is  is one part of th e ir  schooldays which 
w ill rem ain a v iv id  m em ory.

We s ta rted  the  year w ith  a mass o f eager recru its, and it is pleasing 
to  record th a t even a fte r th e  rigours o f tra in ing  and th e  com peting 
a ttra c tio n  o f hanging ou t around Simpson on skateboards, we end the 
year w ith  fo u rte en  now m ostly  qua lified  Marines in the Fourth Form.
This makes up fo r  fa ir ly  serious d ro po u t rate in th e  F ifth  Form and 
some unexpla ined departures  in the  Low er Sixth, and a lthough  next 
year's  P ring le  team  w ill be sho rt on experience a t th e  low er end of 
the  age range the re  w ill be much to  bu ild  on in the  fu ture .

The Troop has undertaken a va rie ty  o f tra in ing  over th e  year: 
on Field Day the  Recruits were tre a te d  to  a day o f A dventurous 
A ctiv ities, thanks to  Mr H igg inbottom 's  agreeing to  accom pany them , 
w h ile  th e  M arines w en t o u t to  C u ltyb raggan fo r the  usual gung-ho 
m ilita ry  exercise. A care fu lly  prepared scenario in which we engaged 
th e  fo rces  o f th e  P e rth sh ire  L ivestock  O ffens ive  P atro l (ab ly  p layed 
by th e  tw o  Marines who were O ff Games, plus assorted m em bers o f th e  
A rm y  Section) g o t o ff to  a bad s ta r t when th e  dreaded Map Reading 
skills o f the RSM led the  Troop to  en tire ly  the w rong pa rt o f th e  exercise 
area - bu t fro m  then on it was, as usual, fun all the  way. O ddly enough, 
a few m onths la te r th e re  was a rep o rt in the  na tiona l press s ta ting  th a t 
a landing c ra ft fu ll o f Royal Marines had landed in Spain ra the r than 
G ibra lta r because " th e y  had m isread th e  m ap". So perhaps it  is to  
be expected.

A second exercise, th is  tim e  p rinc ipa lly  fo r  th e  b e ne fit o f th e  Recruits, 
was run  a t B arry  Buddon in ea rly  March. This tim e  th e re  were no 
hitches, th e  w ea the r was p re tty  favourab le  and th e  R ecru its all had 
a chance to  try  o u t th e ir  fie ld c ra ft skills  in fa ir ly  easy cond itions .

Between th e  exercises the  no rm a l run  o f W ednesday tra in in g  has 
continued. We have re in tro duced  th e  M ethods o f In s tru c tio n  Cadre - 
a ltho ug h  th e  com p lica tions  o f t im e ta b lin g  mean th a t as I w r ite  in m id 
May th e re  is one m ore lesson to  com p le te  be fo re  th e  five  cand ida tes 
pass o u t fro m  th is  - and all bu t tw o  o f the  M arines R ecru its have passed 
ou t to  becom e fu ll Marines. The sum m er te rm  has b ro ug h t hom e the 
sheer vo lum e o f exams w hich now a ffe c t everyone fro m  F ifth  Form 
upwards, and the  exercise schedu led fo r  th e  18th May had to  be 
cancelled because we did no t have s u ffic ie n t num bers available. 
How ever th e re  is a good p rogram m e o f A dven turous Train ing under 
way, and thanks to  th e  A rm y  CTT everyone has had a chance to  do 
an a fte rn o o n  o f LSW tra in ing .

The Annual Royal M arines Troop Mess D inner - now in its  second year, 
o f course - was a grea t success. Last year L t W almsley had expressed 
th e  hope th a t the  P ring le  Trophy w ou ld be th e  centrep iece, and he 
was no t d isappo in ted . Guests w ere Lt. Col. S tu a rt Conway RM, o/c RMR 
Scotland, C aptain W alker RNR and the  Bursar. Toasts w ere proposed 
to  the  Oueen, the  Captain-G eneral, the  Corps and th e  P ring le  Trophy 
Team. The B ursar la te r re la ted th a t he was som ew hat apprehensive 
w hen he saw th a t he was to  be seated opposite  Angus Patterson, 
bu t th a t Angus' social graces and conversa tiona l skills  had done 
him  cred it. C aptain W alker echoed all o f th e  Bursar's fee lings 
on his p lacem ent next to  M arine Digby Legge.

The last event on the  ca lendar th is  year is Annua l Camp: tw o Marines, 
G areth and Calum , are  go in g  to  G are lochhead  and th e  com b ined  
s tre n g th  o f A rm y  and Royal M a rines  cade ts  go in g  to  th e  C en tra l 
Camp a t C u ltyb ra g g a n  am o u n ts  to  e igh tee n , w e ll up on last year.

I w ou ld like to  thank a ll those w ho have helped the  Royal Marines 
cadets over th is  successful and even tfu l year: W01 Lindsay, L ieu tenan t 
Walmsley, Captain Ian Waddell RMR, L ieu ten an t Colonel S tu a rt Conway 
RM, Captain W alker RNR and also tw o Royal M arines w ho have o ffe red 
th e ir  help bu t have not ye t been taken up on th e  o ffe r: C aptain M ichael 
C layton RM, whose op era tio na l com m itm en ts  have been heavy, and 
Captain M a rtin  Roskilly  RM who has been to  v is it us and has o ffe red 
us the  use o f the  fa c ilitie s  at RM Condor.

AS-J



a r m y  s e c t i o n

It  has ad m itted ly  been dealt a couple of serious blows over the 
last tw o  years, m ost recen tly  the  d e pa rtu re  o f Mrs. (Captain) Rick, who 
le ft to  move to  the  USA in th e  A u tum n te rm : Mrs Rick had a long record 
o f service to  th e  Cadet M ovem ent, bo th  w ith  th e  ACF (having  been O/c 
th e  A uch te ra rd e r D etachm ent when she f irs t jo ined  S tra tha llan  as 
Secre tary  to  th e  Bursar in th e  ea rly  1990s) and la tte rly  w ith  th is  
Section w hich she supported  ab ly and en thusias tica lly . She came 
to  take over com m and o f the  A rm y Section a t the  s ta rt o f the  2 0 0 0  
session, rea lis ing a t last he r am b ition  to  be prom oted to  Captain.
The Section, past and present, w ishes her well in he r new job, and 
we hope to  have some news o f her.

A t th e  s ta rt o f th e  year we were s h o rt on num bers - a lm ost all o f the 
new in take o f IV Form ers had op ted  fo r  th e  Royal M arines Troop and 
those  rem ain ing  in th e  V Form upwards w ere no t num erous. A ll the 
same, a team  was m ustered fo r  th e  H igh land Cadet Tactical C om petition  
(bo rrow in g  the  odd M arine here and there) and the  unbroken record of 
p a rtic ip a tio n  was th e reb y  preserved - the  Team im proved considerab ly  
on last year's pe rfo rm ance  as well, w hich m igh t have som e th ing  to  do 
w ith  th e  lower num ber o f Royal M arine Cadets included (bu t thanks 
anyway to  those w ho w ent).

A Field Day was successfu lly  com p le ted  in October, cons is ting o f an 
o ve rn igh t stay a t C ultyb raggan (of w hich m ore in th e  Royal M arines' 
rep o rt) and a g u a lifica tio n  shoot on the  30  m e tre  range.

Train ing over th e  year has, o f necessity, been com bined to  a large 
degree w ith  the  RM Troop, and A rm y Cadets fo rm ed  the  la rger p a rt of 
the  M ethods o f In s tru c tio n  Cadre. The num bers o f IV Form ers g radua lly  
bu ilt up to  a m ore respectab le  level as some chose to  re -op t ou t o f the 
RM, and personnel levels are, if no t high, a t least reasonable. G iven th a t 
next year the  w ho le IV Form A rm y and RM in take w ill tra in  as R ecru its 
as opposed to  be long ing to  a p a rtic u la r Section, one hopes th a t the 
Section w ill g row  and prosper.

Thanks are due to  all those w ho have worked hard to  m a in ta in  the 
tra d itio n s  and en thusiasm  o f th e  Section th is  year; Captain Rick has 
a lready been m entioned  bu t I m ust also th ank  W01 Lindsay, Lt R aitt 
(who is, sadly, leaving us to  move to  L inco lnsh ire ) and 21 Cadet Training 
Team in th e  gu ise  o f S ergean t S m ith  and S ergean t G affney. N ot 
fo rg e ttin g  the  Cadets them selves, and in p a rtic u la r Sarah Eddie who 
has continued to  th e  end o f her tim e  a t S tra tha llan  and was even keen 
enough to  vo lu n te e r to  com e to  th e  annual Camp a t C ultybraggan.

AS -J
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Member  of Sodexho All iance

We do. Sodexho, the w orld’s leading provider o f  catering  and support services,

delivers a variety o f  services that are a class above the rest.

T he range o f services is extensive, from housekeeping and cleaning to catering and grounds - 

m aintenance, allowing you to concentrate on the sm ooth running o f  your school.

We have established a reputation for com m itm ent, expertise and quality - it’s no wonder so 

many trust us to help their operations run smoothly. If you would like to know m ore, call

M ike Ball on 0141 779 8200. Alternatively, take a look  at our website:

w ww.runningsm oothly.co.uk.

http://www.runningsmoothly.co.uk


th e  Is le  of C um brae

We le ft S tra th  w ith  th irtee n  pairs of wellies, m easuring tapes, 
w allpaper scrapers (do n 't ask), one d isappo in ted d rive r ( it was just 
a fte r  the  England v Brazil game), and accom panied by the  m elodious 
tunes o f John 's  m usic com p ila tion .

On a rriva l a t th e  buzzing m e trop o lis  o f M illp o rt, we se ttled  in and, soon 
after, headed o ff fo r one o f the  bits  o f rocky coast w here we w ou ld be 
spending a large m a jo rity  o f th e  next fo u r jo y fu l days. Im m edia te ly  
th e re  was an em ergency; Lindsey had a hole in he r wellies.

W hat fo llow ed was a b lu r o f quadrats , transects, chi squared and t-tests, 
barnacles and b u tte rfish . We even became adep t a t recognis ing channel 
w rack fro m  to o th ed  w rack and sea m ice fro m  sea hares.

On Sunday a fte rn oon , the  sun fin a lly  shone and we decided to  go 
on a bike ride  around th e  is land. Some o f us were m ore  adventu rous  
and tack led it by tandem  (no, Lauren you can 't s tee r fro m  th e  back).
The m ost adventu rous, however, was C atriona who, pa rt o f the  way 
round, acc ide n ta lly  en tered the  annual C um brae cycle race w hich 
was co in c iden ta lly  also taking  place th a t day. R eports  filte re d  back 
th a t she had com e 126th.

W hat were ou r lasting m em ories o f the  trip ?
- crabs do b ite  (and yes, they  do hu rt, Mark)
• w earing  wellies fo r fo u r days gives you blis ters
• sea w a te r is cold in June  (especially  a t 10pm at n igh t)
• k icking lim pets  o ff rocks is fun!

L6 Biology Pupils

Immedia te ly  
there was 

an emergency;  
Lindsey had 

a hole in 
her wel l ies.



not  a s i n g l e . . .
cup of coffee

A t the end of the  GCSE and Standard Grade exam s m em bers o f V 
Form had on ly  a few days resp ite  be fore  th e y  w ere launched in to  th e ir  
f irs t taste  o f The Real W orld, a place rum oured  to  exist dow n m ain drive 
and ou t th e  school gates, Pupils op ted  to  spend a week in th e  com pany 
o f people as diverse as psychologists, m useum  cura to rs , ho te l 
m anagers and even lawyers.

By means o f preparation my parents, kindly, gave me several weeks 
in tensive tra in ing  in the a rt of coffee making. As the "experience" 
approached I fe lt fu lly  eguipped fo r my week at the Perthsh ire  Advertiser.

I was welcom ed to  th e  bu ild ing  by the  new editor, Miss Lowson, w ith  
"H i, I'm  th e  ed itor, and be fore we s ta rt I ins ist you call me A lison".
Knock num ber one fo r th e  reserved P resbyterian  granny in me.

A fte r  a s h o rt tour, w hich reassured me th a t I'd be lost w ith in  an hour,
I was in troduced  to  all the  ed ito ria l s ta ff. W hile I was s till try in g  to  use 
some ingenious tech n ig ue  to  rem em ber the  dozen o r so names w hich 
flashed th ro u g h  my bra in, A lison s ta rte d  a chee ry  conversation.

A fte r a s h o rt au tob iography, she nipped ou t o f th e  o ffice  reappearing 
w ith  tw o  cups o f coffee, one o f w hich she placed in fro n t o f me. W arning 
bells rang inside my head. This w en t aga inst my e n tire  tra in ing . Alison, 
however, made no sign th a t an y th ing  was w rong and p ro m p tly  
produced an enorm ous pile o f paper.

" I ’m go ing to  s ta rt you qu ite  sm all," Good, I th oug h t, I have to  
do th e  shredder w ork.

"I w ant you to  tu rn  these in to  a rtic les ."

W ith a ra the r u n a ttra c tiv e  shocked expression on my face I listened 
as she explained th e  ed ito rs ' m ore tra d itio n a l s h o rt hand fo r cu ttin g  
th e  pieces as well as th e  u ltra  h igh -tech  new ne tw ork  system . I adm it 
I was com fo rte d  by A lison's ra th e r jo v ia l u n ce rta in ty  on the  com puter.

I spen t m ost o f th a t day rew ord ing  press releases, cu ttin g  ou t 
unnecessary in fo rm a tio n  and im prov ing  spelling, p u nc tua tio n  and 
gram m ar. I know  th a t th is  w ill be a shock fo r m any people, no t least 
my English teachers, bu t m ost o f th e  spelling m istakes w ere g la rin g ly  
obvious, a sym ptom  of ve ry  bad PR and spellcheckers.

The second day I w ent in to  th e  o ffice  I had the  code fo r the  door and 
consequen tly  fe lt h igh ly  professional. As I m et Alison, fee ling be tte r 
equipped to  deal w ith  a pile of half-baked artic les today; she announced #. 
she had a litt le  task fo r me. The litt le  task was an in te rv iew  w ith  the 
Chinese State Circus w ho were set up on the  South Inch. I was just 
to  "w rite  a sho rt a rt ic le  and m eet the  ph o to gra phe r". Oh, and none 
o f them  spoke English.

It was on ly  a fte r  leaving to  m eet the  pe rfo rm ers  th a t I rea lised I had 
no no tebook. W hat k ind o f re p o rte r was I?

I was in cred ib ly  nervous abou t my f irs t in te rv ie w  but, su rp ris ing ly , as 
I approached th e  PR lady, I was no -longe r m ere ly  "Ishbe l McFarlane’’,
I was "Ishbe l McFarlane, th e  re p o rte r fro m  th e  PA". The t i t le  to o k  over, 
g iv ing  me confidence to  ask tw o  men dressed up as a lion w here they 
lived, and o th e r such feats.

Every day I w en t in to  th e  o ffice  the  E d ito r w ou ld g ive me an o th er 
challenge so th a t I never fe lt to o  re laxed o r bored. I reviewed Perth 
Museum, updated th e  web site, w orked on th e  ’phones and even go t 
an 18-year-old schoolboy o u t o f a m aths  class to  in te rv ie w  him. The fact 
I could ca rry  o u t all o f these tasks made me rea lise th a t jo u rn a lism  was 
no t a ju s t jo b  fo r dream s, bu t a rea lis tic  poss ib ility, som e th ing  I could 
no t have learned w ith o u t try in g  it out.

The high po in t came on my last day. In th e  m orn ing  I go t a copy o f th a t 
day ’s new spaper to  see exactly  w hich obscure page my a rt ic le  w ould 
be p rin ted  on, on ly  to  read, at th e  to p  o f the  fro n t page, "The Chinese 
S tate C ircus Roars In to  Town, By Ishbel M cFarlane'’ . I should po in t ou t 
th a t my w ritin g  skills  w ere no t th e  sole reason fo r my tin y  a rtic le  
gracing  th e  fro n t page. The ho no ur was rea lly  due to  the  great 
photograph, bu t a t th a t m om ent, I could see my w ho le illu s trio us  
career as a jo u rn a lis t s tre tched  ou t in fro n t o f me.

By th e  end o f the  week I was exhausted, w ork ing  an aw fu l lo t harder 
th an  I seem ed to  w ork  fo r my exams (w ha t a te rr ib le  th ing  to  say).
I was so busy w ith  real w ork  th a t I hadn 't had a chance to  have a cup 
o f coffee, never m ind make one. The challenges and o p p o rtu n itie s  th a t 
A lison Lowson en trus te d  to  me m eant th a t my w ork experience was 
an enrich ing , educa tiona l and en joyab le  experience. Of course I'll be 
a jo u rn a lis t, I am a lready using a llite ra tio n .

Ishbel McFarlane

/
‘T m  g o i n g  to  s t a r t  you  q u i t e  

s m a l l / '  Good,  I t h o u g h t ,  I have  
to  do t h e  s h r e d d e r  w o r k .  

“ I w a n t  y ou  to  t u r n  t h e s e  
i n t o  a r t i c l e s . ”
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Soupe aux asperges et madeleines...
souvenirs d'un tour  cycl iste en France

"I remember it well...  ”

These words from  the  song sung by Maurice Chevalier and
H erm ione G ingold as th e y  recalled th e ir  ea rly  rom an tic  m em ories 
in th e  film  G igi rem inds me o f the  ve ry  happy and rem arkab ly  enduring  
m em ories o f a v is it by a p a rty  o f S tra tha llan  pupils  to  France in the 
same decade as th a t p ic tu re  was made.

My oc togenarian  m em ory, th oug h  b e tte r a t recall o f the  past than 
of th e  present, may s till be suspect in the  de ta ils  o f the  v is it.

It was organ ised by the  French m aster o f th a t period , a M r John  Shaw 
w ho lived w ith  his fam ily  in th e  house a t the  en trance to  the  school. He 
became, I th ink , Vice P rincipa l o f th e  School a t a la te r date. I liked him 
very m uch as I th o u g h t he had a ve ry  fa ir  and sym pathe tic  persona lity . 
Such a ttr ib u te s  ensured th a t the  ho liday was well organised, in te resting  
and enjoyable.

I th in k  th a t we took  th e  tra in  to  S ou tham p ton and crossed to  Le Havre 
or St Malo. We cycled fro m  th e re  to  a li t t le  fish ing  v illage called St 
Briac. We freew hee led down a lit t le  h ill in to  th e  tow n a t th e  bo tto m  
o f w hich was the  hote l we stayed in. On m ore than one occasion a t ou r 
evening meal we had th e  m ost de lic ious  asparagus soup, som eth ing  
w hich has rem ained a firm  fa vo u rite  w ith  me ever since.

As we walked th ro u g h  the na rrow  v illage s tree t on th e  way up to  the 
anc ien t m onaste ry  o f M ont Saint M ichel, we s topped a t th e  res tau ran t 
o f M adame Poulard th e  o rig in a to r o f the  French om e le tte  o r so we 
w ere to ld  by the  gu ide w ho recom m ended we go there . Nice and flu ffy  
the  om e le ttes  w ere too ! A n o th e r m em ory  o f th is  area was the  one 
k ilo m etre  long s tre tch  o f sand betw een shore and sea around th e  castle 
rock w here you had to  be care fu l no t to  be caught as the  sea raced in 
betw een high and low tide.

A t Concale, fu r th e r  a long th e  coast, we tasted oysters a t a love ly  lit t le  
quayside res tau ran t. I have no t developed a ta s te  fo r them  even yet.

Then by tra in  to  Paris w here we stayed in s tuden t accom m odation  
at the  Sorbonne. In th a t love ly  c ity  we v is ited  all the  usual to u ris t 
a ttrac tio ns , M onm artre , Napoleon 's Tomb, The South Bank, the 
Louvre, Versailles and m any o thers . However the  h ig h lig h t o f th e  Paris 
experiences was the  v is it to  th e  Opera House w here we saw Samson 
and Delilah fro m  the  fro n t row  o f th e  "god s" A rea lly  great, m em orab le 
and en joyab le experience.

But the  evening did no t end there . A fte r  th e  opera we w en t to  the  Les 
Hailes, the  huge fru it  and vege tab le  m arke t w here we had a com p le te 
meal in a p la te  o f on ion soup a t a res tau ran t called Le Chien qui Fume. 
Never had an on ion soup like it since.

The on ly  Paris a ttra c tio n  we were no t scheduled to  en joy was the 
Folies Bergeres...p ity!

However, we did v is it the  w ine ry  a t Vouvray and were allow ed to  sam ple 
(on ly) the  w ine fro m  the  vines in th e  area. As I w r ite  th e re  is a bo ttle  
o f Vouvray 2 0 0 0  not fa r fro m  my elbow.

On re fle c tio n  my taste  buds seem to  be the  sensory s tim u lus  fo r my 
bra in to  recall these m em ories.

Yes, I rem em ber it well. So well in fact since some fifte e n  years la te r 
I cam ped w ith  my own fam ily  on the  cam ping s ite  a t Saint Briac and 
v is ited  all the  same places.

Horace Thomson (S tra th a llan  V ic to r Ludorum 1939)



In the  early  evening of August 22n d  1981, David Bogie and his w ife, 
Eirene, le ft th e ir  house fo r an evening engagem ent in Edinburgh, They 
never a rrive d  as th e ir  car was in a head-on co llis ion , w hich le ft David 
dead and Eirene badly in ju red. E irene was supported  th ro u g h o u t her 
recovery  by he r ch ild ren , Caro line and Miller, and by her grandch ild ren . 
Such fa m ily  support, w hich extended to  a w ide c irc le  o f fr ie nd s  and 
colleagues, was an in teg ra l p a rt o f all th e ir  lives. David had been 
re tired  fo r  some e igh t years a t the  tim e  o f the  accident, and had 
v iew ed im pend ing old  age w ith  some tre p id a tio n . This unexpected 
tragedy  cu t deep ly  in to  the  lives o f all who knew him. T im e heals and 
m em ories fade, so some tw en ty -o ne  years on it  is im p o rta n t th a t we 
pay ou r respects to  a man w ho was one o f the  founders  o f the 
post-w ar S tra tha llan .

David's hom etow n was Kirkcaldy, 
w here his parents, David and Jessie, 
had them selves been born . His fa th e r 
was com pany secre ta ry  fo r th e  fu rn itu re  
m anu facture r, M cIntosh, and sent his 
son to  K irkca ldy H igh School w ith  the 
in te n tio n  th a t he should fo llow  in his 
foo ts teps. However, David's ab ilitie s  w ith  
a r ith m e tic  and his m e ticu lous approach 
to  his w ork  soon m arked him  o u t fo r a 
career in accountancy, som eth ing  David 
knew he was de te rm ined  to  pursue even 
a t th e  age o f fo u rte en  in 1920. His fa the r 
had heard grea t th ing s  abou t the  new 
school th a t had moved fro m  B ridge of 
A llan th a t summ er, and abou t th e  young 
headmaster, H arry  Riley. As David la te r 
rem em bered - the Bridge o f Allan School 
was having outstanding successes in the 
Junior and Senior Cambridge local 
examinations and distinctions and first class 
honours were being gained by many boys, 
despite the staffing difficulties during the war 
years. They w ou ld have m et HR a t the 
hote l in P erth  w here  he conducted his 
in te rv iew s and, no doub t, w ou ld la te r 
have received one o f his fam ous 
postcards accepting David in to  the  school. Such was th e  e ffe c t o f th is  
e n coun te r th a t m any years la te r David w ou ld insist th a t school po licy  
on adm ission ensure th a t every parent and pupil m eet the  headm aster.

So, in Septem ber 1920 David Bogie arrive d  in Forgandenny to  jo in  some 
120 boys, and was shown his accom m odation  as pa rt o f Ruthven House 
on th e  top  flo o r  o f the  m ain bu ild ing, accom m odation  w hich he would 
share w ith  4 0  o the rs  under the  gu idance o f the  housem aster, Mr. 
R obertson. In an a rt ic le  w ritte n  later, David rem em bered th a t life for the 
boys was frugal indeed -  the daily cold bath included -  but kn owledge and 
principles were, pumped into them in no uncertain manner and all were 
expected to and did work hard. He jo ined  class III at the  s ta rt o f w hat 
was in tended to  be a th ree-yea r course. His personal re la tionsh ip  
w ith  HR grew  d u ring  conversa tions  conducted  a t ta b le  a t m ealtim es, 
o r w h ils t w alk ing to  and fro m  the  c lassroom s o r the  games fie ld , habits  
w hich earned HR the  respect o f every boy and rem ained w ith  them  
forever. Especially m em orab le  were th e  evenings when HR w ould 
assem ble th e  w ho le school in th e  chapel to  g ive  an in fo rm a l 'news of 
th e  day' and persona lly  hand ou t the  in -com ing m ail to  each rec ip ien t; 
th e  news was in va riab ly  in te resting , d ram atised as m uch as possib le 
and w ith  persona l com m en ts  th ro w n  in fo r good measure.

David also rem em bered HR in th e  c lassroom  teach ing  his subjects 
o f G eography and Maths. David apprecia ted  th a t he was allow ed to 
w ork a t his own ra te  under R iley ’s gu idance, bu t observed th a t he 
never fa iled to  o ffe r encouragem ent and a tte n tio n  to  those who 
were s trugg ling . HR’s G eography lessons were m em orab le  fo r the vivid 
descriptions o f railway journeys backed by the appropriate pamphlet, for 
example the 'Railways o f France'. He described the country, the counties, the 
towns, the industries and geographic features so vividly that the information 
remains with me to this day. HR also ta u g h t com m erce and accoun ting  to  
groups o f boys, using extra tim e  in th e  evenings to  prepare his charges 
fo r  th e ir  exam inations. W hat David especia lly  apprecia ted  was th a t 
R iley believed it was his calling to make boys good as well as knowledgeable 

and he endeavoured to educate, in the 
widest sense, each boy in his own particular 
field so that he would be able to accept with 
confidence the responsibilities o f manhood. 
He rem em bered, too, th e  w isdom  in the  
w ords o f HR when he said evetyone likes 
a good and hard worker whether (he be) 
a baker or a barrister -you  can easily 
make your mark in life by just going the 
second mile.

Games, o rgan ised by Mr. W hite, w ere an 
im p o rta n t pa rt o f S tra tha llan , bu t David 
was no t as ab le as some o f his friends  
a t rugby o r c ricke t, m uch p re fe rr in g  
golf, cu rling  and tennis. HR w ou ld jo in  
in w ith  th e  occasional gam e o f foo tba ll, 
and re fe reed rugby games, always 
seeing fa ir play w ith  the  re jo in de r - 
Oh! But you can 't do that. You can 't ■ 
a com m ent th a t o ften  presaged qu ite  
s tern d iscip line. On occasions, David and 
o th e r pupils were allow ed to  go to  play 
a round o f g o lf a t G leneagles a t one 
sh illing  a round (cu rren t cost is £100), 
w hich invo lved a h a lf-h ou r tra in  jo u rn e y  
and a tw o -m ile  walk to  th e  K ing's Course 
near th e  h a lf-b u ilt G leneagles H ote l - 
w ork  having s topped because o f the  

Great War and th e  fo llo w ing  depression. David's love o f golf, cu rling  
and tennis  con tinued  th ro u g h o u t his life. He becam e Secre tary  o f the 
N o rth  o f th e  Forth Tennis C ham pionsh ip Tournam ents in 1927 and, later, 
cha irm an o f Edinburgh Ice Rink and Captain o f B run ts fie ld  L inks G olfing 
S ocie ty - bu t his g rea test in te rest was reserved fo r salm on fish ing , 
w hich a ltho ug h  su re ly  s ta rte d  on the  banks o f the  Earn, cu lm ina ted 
w ith  tw o  rods on th e  Tweed.

D uring D avid’s f irs t year a t the  school, he becam e increas ing ly  aware 
o f the  im po rtan ce  o f th e  days at B ridge o f A llan fo r m any o f the  boys. 
He was regaled w ith  ta les o f the  tra ve llin g  be tw een th e  Houses, the 
s po rts  events in th e  town, and the  end-o f te rm  horse-draw n tra m  ride 
to  S tirlin g  s ta tion . The school at Forgandenny depended ve ry  m uch on 
the  tra d itio n s  in s titu te d  at B ridge o f A llan and con tinued  by m any of 
the  boys w ho had accom panied him  to  Forgandenny. HR was especially  
proud o f his o rig in a l boarders, a ltho ug h  s till saddened by th e  loss of 
J im m y  Gowans, A llan H arley and George M ollison in the  Great War.
From such feelings, David learned to  unde rstand th e  need fo r respect 
fo r service, du ty  and loyalty, and th e  sacrifice  th a t th is  en ta iled . David 
spent tw o  years in th is  env ironm en t. His fa th e r had in tended th a t he 
take th e  Sen ior C am bridge class fo r  a th ird  year, bu t HR was adam ant



th a t David had lea rn t all th a t he could a t school, and needed to  move 
on to  an appren ticesh ip  if  he was to  fo llow  a career in accountancy. 
David rem em bered his w ords - a degree will get you a job but it won't keep 
you in one -  my job is to teach you to achieve both - and tru s te d  to  the 
career gu idance as he understood th a t H.R. knew his ind iv idua l 
qua lities  and ab ilitie s . N e ithe r man was to  fo rg e t the  other.

David le ft S tra tha llan in the sum m er of 1922, and was apprenticed to 
a firm  o f accountants in Edinburgh, fu rth e r education fo r which his 
fa the r had to  pay ten pounds a year. A t the  age of e ighteen he jo ined 
the  Territo ria l A rm y Signals Corps as part o f the 51st H ighland division, 
at th e  s ta rt o f w hat was to  become fiftee n  years service, cu lm ina ting 
in his e levation to  the rank o f captain. He qualified as a C hartered 
Accountant in 1927, and continued w ith  a degree course in com m erce 
and accountancy at Edinburgh University, which he com pleted w ith  great 
success and no few honours in 1929. While a t the University, he came 
to  th e  notice o f Professor Annan, a pa rtne r in the accountancy firm  of 
Graham, Sm art & Annan, and David's fu tu re  career was settled. It was 
here th a t he also met his life long friend and colleague, Ronnie Henderson.

Each year, David jo ine d  a g roup  o f fo rm e r pupils  w ho m et a t a d inner 
in th e  Central H otel, Glasgow, w ith  HR as the  guest. In th e  spring  o f 
1927, HR had produced a pub lica tion , w ith  the  help o f his pre fects, 
T.M .Hart and G.C.Baker, w hich he ca lled The S tra tha llian , p lanning th a t 
it be sent to  all fo rm e r pupils. This was an expe rim e n t to  re p o rt on the 
school's  a c tiv it ie s  and was so well received th a t m any m ore copies than 
expected had to  be produced. However, HR was d isappo in ted  w ith  the 
co n trib u tio n s  o f fo rm e r pupils and fe lt th a t the  tim e  was r ipe  fo r th e  
fo rm a tio n  o f an Old S tra tha llians ’ Club. As he said in th e  second 
pu b lica tio n  - we cannot emphasise too strongly the necessity for absolute unity 
within our ranks. At School this must primarily be among those set in authority 
and their unity will do much to preseive an unbroken front by the School as a
whole. This unity extends no less to the Old Boys than to the school itself..... it
should therefore be the duty o f all boys to make a point o f joining the Old Boys' 
Club immediately upon leaving, and so never cease to be a member o f that 
'goodly company' which the word 'Strathallian’ embraces.



In 1932, the  S tra tha llian  Club was put on an o ffic ia l fo o tin g  under 
th e  gu idance o f HR and J .B .M orrison  as co-trus tees. A fte r a num ber 
o f changes, HR proposed th e  post o f co -trus tee  to  David Bogie, w ho 
also had ju s t becom e a p a rtn e r in th e  Edinburgh accoun tancy firm  
o f Graham, Sm art & Annan, Thus was fo rm ed the  lasting  p a rtne rsh ip  
th a t w ou ld gu ide th e  school fo r the  next fo r ty  years.

HR becam e serious ly  ill in th e  sum m er o f 1934, and took  some tim e  
to  recover. A t the  school he was ab ly  assisted by his sen io r master,
W illie  Ward, w ho took  over th e  burden o f th e  academ ic organ isa tion .
But th is  s itu a tio n  had made HR aware o f his own m orta lity , so he 
suggested to  David Bogie th a t ac tio n  be taken to  ensure the  surviva l 
o f the  school in th e  even t o f his death, and he th o u g h t th a t the  school 
should be bequeathed to  th e  old boys. Instead, a decision was made to  
hand over all th e  bu ild ings, contents  and grounds to  trustees , and HR 
selected David Bogie and John  M aitland Cowan to  f i l l th a t role. This was 
announced by HR to  the  School and the  S tra tha llians  a t th e  1936 Sports 
Day. He even tua lly  handed over co n tro l to  S tra tha llan  School L im ited  
in 1938, co -inc iden ta lly  the  year th a t David becam e Pres ident o f the 
Old S tra tha llians.

It was no t as if David Bogie d id n 't have 
enough to  do already. He was now a 
lieu tena n t in th e  51st H ighland 
D iv isional Signals, a m em ber o f the 
Scottish C hartered A ccoun tan t Society 
exam in ing board, P res ident o f the 
Edinburgh C hartered Accountant 
S tuden t Society and e d ito r o f th e ir  
annual pub lica tion , and was le c tu rin g  
a t Edinburgh U n ive rs ity  on accountancy 
and business m ethod. This last 
invo lvem ent b ro ug h t h im  in to  contact 
w ith  m any fo rm e r pupils, and he was 
placed in a tru s te d  pos ition  to  guide 
apprentices  th ro u g h  th e ir  fu r th e r  
education . One o f these was Robin 
Graham, a nephew o f his firm 's  senior 
pa rtne r. David, Ronnie H enderson and 
Robin stayed in Edinburgh on th e  top 
flo o r  o f a ho te l. Robin's close frie nd  was 
Nelson Miller, an o ffic e r in the  51st 
H igh land D ivision, whose fa ther, George 
Miller, a banker in Ayr, was re tir in g  to  a 
new house in Edinburgh w ith  the  rest of 
the  fam ily. As the  house was no t ready,
Robin recom m ended to  Nelson th a t 
they  all s tay at the  ho te l. Through th is  
happy coincidence, David Bogie firs t 
m et his fu tu re  w ife, E irene Miller, and 
her fam ily. E irene was m uch younger 
than David and n a tu ra lly  m is took his 
re ticence as a lack o f in te res t bu t her b ro the rs  assured her o therw ise, 
and they  began to  see m ore  o f each o th e r as David go t to  know the  
w ho le fam ily.

It was qu ite  na tura l, th e re fo re , th a t David should ge t in touch w ith  
E irene tow ards th e  end o f th e  sum m er o f 1939 to  suggest th a t they 
m eet in Edinburgh fo r a d rink , as he had som eth ing  to  te ll her. The news 
was th a t he had been m obilised w ith  the  51st H igh land D iv ision and had 
to  move south im m edia te ly, as had Eirene's b ro th e r Nelson. David and 
Eirene made a prom ise th a t th is  w ou ld be th e ir  last d rink  u n til they  m et 
again, ho pe fu lly  be fore  Christm as. This was no t to  be as th e  news 
reached home, firs t th a t Nelson had been k illed in ac tio n  in France, and 
th en  th a t David had been captured fo llo w ing  th e  su rren der o f the  51st 
H igh land D ivision a t St. Valery, ending up in O fflag  VIIC.

Such a s itu a tio n  fo r an ac tive  man like David m ust have been te rrib le , 
so w ith  his usual en thusiasm  he set abou t occupying his tim e  usefully. 
He was allow ed to  send fo u r le tte rs  and th ree  postcards a m onth , and 
he re lig iou s ly  sent these to  his parents, to  Eirene, and to  Professor 
Annan, saving one fo r his friends.

David no ticed th a t m any prisoners w ere w o rrie d  abou t the  fu tu re  so, 
w ith  an o th e r fo rm e r pupil, David Thom son, he provided accountancy 
lessons fo r a la rge g roup  o f apprentices. Ian Wood, th e  th ird  Old 
S tra tha llian  at the  camp, rep o rte d  back on th e ir  ac tiv it ies . But the 
lessons did no t stop there, as David was able to  con tac t th e  C hartered 
Accountants  Socie ty w ho sent ou t notes, and la te r allowed David to  
present and m ark the  accoun tancy exam inations  a t the  camp. David 
also began fo rm u la tin g  his own th o u g h ts  abou t accoun tancy and began 
w ritin g  papers to  P rofessor Annan as pa rt o f the  thes is  fo r  a doctora te . 
On his re tu rn  to  Scotland in 1945, P rofessor Annan gave him  back all 
th e  papers th a t he had sent fro m  th e  camp, m any being m ere ly  the 
insides o f c iga re tte  packets, and suggested th a t he com p le te  the  w ork 
fo r a docto ra te . This, the  f irs t ever d o c to ra te  in accountancy, was 
com p le ted by J u ly  1948, w hereupon its  a u th o r published his ideas in 
a sem inal vo lum e nam ed 'G roup Accounts'. David con tinued  to  lectu re

fo r th ree  years at Edinburgh U n ivers ity  
in th e  ea rly  F ifties.

As was the  case fo r  m any d u ring  th e  
war, th e  s tra in  o f w ork  and unhappiness 
a t events  made a deep im pact on HR, 
and he again fe ll ill in J u ly  1940.
Despite th is, he con tinued  to  w ork, 
even tak ing  the place o f th e  senior 
English master, Mr. Langsta ff, w ho had 
been called up. Eventually  the pace 
took  its  to ll. HR was con fined  to  bed fo r 
the  last th ree  weeks o f sum m er te rm  
1942, bu t de ligh ted  everyone when he 
m anaged to  be present w ith  his pupils 
fo r breakfast on th e  last day. O ver th a t 
summer, he gradua lly  becam e weaker, 
and died in th e  ea rly  hours o f the  firs t 
Sunday m orn ing  o f te rm , Septem ber 
2 0 th  1942. Now all th e  com pany w ork 
fe ll on his nom ina ted  successor, W illie 
Ward, and on th e  trus tee , John  
M aitland Cowan, desp ite  his own 
invo lvem ent in the  war e f fo r t  since 
being prom o ted  to  m a jo r in th e  4 /5 th  
Bt. Royal Scots Fusiliers. Extra d irec to rs  
were e lected to  the  com pany; A lfre d  
W ighton assisted by W illiam  S ievw righ t 
o f P erth  to o k  David Bogie's place on 
beha lf o f his firm , and W alter Nelson 
took  John 's  place. The ir w ork  increased 

when th e  la tter, now a m a jo r w ith  the  1st A irb o rne  D iv ision le ft fo r  the 
S ic ily  landings w here  he was badly  in jured.

On S aturday 17th M arch 1945, the  com pany d irec to rs  unde r the 
cha irm an , John  M aitland Cowan, w ere able to  m eet p ro pe rly  fo r the  
firs t tim e  to  prepare to  ca rry  o u t HR’s w ishes to  pass th e  school to  
a Board o f G overnors. David Bogie re tu rne d  in tim e  fo r the  second 
m eeting  a m o nth  later. It was no ticeab le  th a t he was reduced in size 
to  a m ere seven s tone a fte r be ing a p riso ne r o f w ar fo r five  years; 
a s itu a tio n  th a t had been com pounded by the  death o f bo th  his own 
fa th e r and Eirene's. F irst, however, he had an engagem ent to  a ttend  
in Edinburgh, and on 9 th  August he and Eirene were a t last m arried , 
f in a lly  had th a t d rink  and th en  s ta rte d  th e ir  m a rried  life  a t he r fa the r's  
house o f N ew fie ld  in B arn ton, w hich he had bu ilt fo r his ow n re tirem en t 
in 1936.



So it  was no t un til th e  m eeting  o f O ctober 2 0 th  1945 th a t John  
M a itland Cowan proposed, and W illie Ward seconded, th e  ap po in tm en t 
o f David Bogie as the  cha irm an o f the  board o f d irec to rs . T he ir business 
was to  se ttle  th e  school in readiness fo r the  changes. They appo in ted 
Cowans & Grove as the  school clerks, and raised the  school fees to  £47 
a te rm  fro m  th e  1st o f January. There w ere 2 0 5  boys at the  school and 
no vacancies fo r the  next te rm , so the  board fe lt th a t it w ou ld be 
necessary to  in troduce  en trance exam inations  in fu tu re . In August 1946, 
a year later, Graham, Sm art & Annan w ere appo in ted school treasurers, 
and the school bank accoun t was tra ns fe rred  to  the  Clydesdale, fo r the 
specific  reason th a t it was a S cottish  bank. The last item  o f business 
was the  res igna tion  o f the board o f S tra tha lla n  School L im ited , leaving 
charge o f th e  school to  the  trustees , John  M aitland Cowan and David 
Bogie, who then m et on th e  27 th  o f Novem ber in Edinburgh to  discuss 
the  fo rm a tio n  o f a board o f governors. A lthou gh  th e  c o n s titu tio n  
allowed fo r s ixteen m em bers, the  Board was to  consis t o f th e  trustees, 
fo u r m em bers e lected by the  trustees , th re e  m em bers nom inated 
by th e  m ain un ivers ities, and the  appo in ted rep resen ta tive  o f the 
S tra tha llian  Club, and it w ou ld m eet fo u r tim es a year.

David had been able to  realise HR's wishes, and now decided th a t 
he and John M aitland Cowan needed a th ird  person as a tru s te e  of 
the  school. They tu rned  to  G ilm our Leburn w ho accepted th e  position, 
and a p p ro p ria te  changes were in place by th e  next m eeting . And it was 
a t th a t m eeting  held on N ovem ber 2 9 th  1947 th a t David also suggested 
to  th e  board th a t G ilm our Leburn  should be his successor as chairm an. 
David rem ained on the  Board o f G overnors un til 1970 when, at the  age 
o f s ixty-five , he re tired  and was made th e  f irs t hono ra ry  gove rno r o f 
the  school. David re tired  fro m  his firm  as a sen io r p a rtn e r the  fo llow ing 
year having been th e re  w ith  his frie nd  and colleague, Ronnie 
H enderson, fo r  over fo r ty  years, and re tu rne d  to  his hom etow n 
o f K irkcaldy. David is rem em bered by his pro fessional associa tion 
th roug h  th e  David Bogie Prize, g iven to  an appren tice  de m ons tra ting  
exceptional ab ilitie s  in th e  exam ination ; by th e  Old S tra tha llians  in the 
David Bogie Trophy C om petition  fo r  golf, and by the  school w ith  the 
David Bogie Prize fo r  Economics.

While a prisoner-o f-w ar, David had been deep ly  a ffec ted  by the 
m in is tra tio ns  and bib le  stud ies o f David Reed, w ho went on to  becom e 
a P resbyterian  m in is te r in New York. David's fa ith  rem ained w ith  him 
his w ho le life, and led him  to  becom e a devoted e lde r at C ram ond Kirk, 
and jo in  th e  board o f the  Church o f Scotland. It is f itt in g , th e re fo re , to  
end th is  a rt ic le  w ith  his eu logy g iven by the  Reverend George Lugston - 
There was never an occasion when David Bogie’s deep, yet unassuming faith 
and his sympathetic spirit did not motivate and direct his life and work.

GRMR

T h e r e  was n e v e r  an o c c a s i o n  w h e n  Dav id  Bog ie ' s  
deep,  y e t  u n a s s u m i n g  f a i t h  and  his s y m p a t h e t i c  s p i r i t  

d id  n o t  m o t i v a t e  and  d i r e c t  his l i f e  and w o r k .



Taking o ver an y  post a lw a ys  c a rrie s  som e fe a rs  and ta k in g  over th e  V I Form  
C om m on Room  fro m  Mr. P ro c to r  w as no ex ce p tio n .

Having run th e  common room fo r over 
a decade, he was go ing to  be a d iff ic u lt 

act to  fo llow . However, he had done 
tw o  th ing s  to  make my tra n s itio n  
easier. F irs tly  he had le ft me some 
m oney to  ge t the  place s ta rte d  and 
secondly, and m ore  im p o rta n tly , he 

appo in ted  Rowan M arshall and Louise 
Johnson as my m ain organ ise rs and 

helpers. A ll ou r thanks go to  Mr. P roc to r 
fo r his un s tin tin g  e ffo r t on beha lf o f the  VI 

fo rm  du ring  his extended tim e  in charge.

S ta rtin g  th e  year w ith  a new g roup and a clean s la te  a llows aim s to  
be re-s ta ted  and new ideas to  be discussed. The ques tionna ire  th a t 
was sent round to  find  ou t w ha t people w anted showed th a t people 
knew w ha t they  d id n 't want, but, equally, m ost d id n 't know  w ha t they 
did want. F inding them es fo r Com m on Room parties  is never a problem , 
bu t com ing up w ith  new ideas o f w ha t to  do a t w eekends is less easy, 
as th e re  is o fte n  an e rroneous be lie f th a t the  same la titu d e  found 
ou ts ide  o f school shou ld also be found in school. F irstly, I be lieve th a t 
having less la titu d e  in school means th a t the  g re a te r freedom s found 
ou t o f school are valued m ore  and secondly if such la titu d e  is achieved 
too  ea rly  and to o  o ften , th en  w ha t m ore is th e re  to  look fo rw a rd  to  
when school is over?

The idea o f having a film  on non-bar n igh ts  was tr ie d , my thanks to  
Mr. McCann fo r  his lend ing th e  IT dept p ro je c to r and o th e r equipm ent, 
(pe rm anen t equ ipm ent w ou ld be a va luable ad d ition  to  th e  com m on 
room ). However, m any o f the  VI fo rm  wanted the  freedom  to  go ou t

and voted w ith  th e ir  feet. This was no t a prob lem , as those w ho did 
com e en joyed the  fre e  popcorn , crisps etc. The com m ittee : Louise. J, 
Vicky. Me, K a trin  H, Rowan. M, la in Robb, Mungo L, Alex B, and Big Mack 
cam e up w ith  some novel ideas fo r en te rta in m e n t, w hich w ill be 
discussed la te r on these pages. A t least one m a jo r social evening was 
p lanned each te rm . D uring the  C hris tm as te rm , a "B ouncy  Castle 
Event",
was organised, th is  invo lved a huge in fla ta b le  in do o r Assau lt Course, 
G lad ia tor D uelling Ring and Laser Zap Zone being insta lled in the  
sports  hall. L a te r in the  te rm  we had ou r annual C hris tm as Party 
a t w hich everyone received a few  "w ee g ifts ". Easter saw the  com m on 
room  rock to  the  sound o f th e  VI fo rm  Karaoke, I'll rem em ber my ear 
de fenders next tim e. The sum m er saw the  VI fo rm  inv ite  s ta ff to  a 
B-B-Q w ith  a d iffe rence. A w ho le pig was roasted in th e  C.R. and the  
s ta ff and pupils  en joyed a conv iv ia l evening in each o the r's  company.
A ll th ree  events w ill be w o rth  repea ting.

The new com m ittee  are go ing to  v is it som e o th e r school to  see how 
to  develop the  com m on room  fu r th e r ; an ea rly  a tte m p t a t th is  was 
scuppered by exams du ring  the  Easter te rm .

I have rea lly  en joyed my f irs t year i/c th e  com m on room , but I w ou ld 
like to  thank a few  people fo r th e ir  help th roug h  ou t the  year. F irs tly  
the  com m ittee  w ho m et regu la rly , helped organ ise the  events and 
tid ie d  up a fte r  them , a long w ith  some reg u la r vo lun teers . The small 
g roup  o f s ta lw a rt s ta ff w ho help run  th e  weekend social evenings, 
especially, RJWP, DJB, RCAW & DMcD.

F inally  I w ou ld like to  thank all the  m em bers o f the  VI fo rm  w ho have 
proved to  be such a relaxed and fr ie n d ly  group. They have genera lly  
behaved very well and taken changes to  th e ir  com m on room  in th e ir  
s tride . I also w ou ld like to  thank A lec w ho uncom p la in ing ly  kept the 
C.R. clean, desp ite  on ly  having one m orn ing  a week to  keep on top 
o f th is  la rge area.

PM V
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A h th e  ball...

the  high point of our existence at S tra tha llan . Years o f s itting  
in the  fo ye r w atch ing  the  g irls  m eeting  th e ir  dates has fin a lly  m eant 
it was ou r tu rn .

As usual, th e  g ir ls  were look ing lovely, sm elling o f exotic  pe rfum e, and 
the  boys, look ing  sm art, handsom e and sm elling o f m outhw ash, m et 
th e ir  belles  in th e  foyers  to  have fru it  punch w ith  th e  H ousem asters.
At th e  ball itse lf the band provided a w ide va rie ty  o f m usic and Mr 
Vallo t and M r P roc to r ensured th a t the re  was never a du ll m om ent 
when they  were on the  dance floor. U n fo rtuna te ly , th is  year sees the 
end o f a s tring  o f balls fo r  Mr Rick Cam pbell. The g irls  w ill be sad 
to  see him  go.

A big thanks m ust be said to  M adame Crane and M r K itson fo r all th e ir  
hard w ork; and to  the caterers, and all the o th e r m em bers o f s ta ff who 
made it such a special occasion.

This year's ball re p o rt w ill also be w ritte n  fro m  th e  boys' po in t o f view. 
It is a n igh t th a t we all look fo rw a rd  to. A fte r tra pp ing  o u r ball dates 
in the  weeks leading up to  the  event itse lf, we tu rn e d  ou r a tte n tio n  to 
the  o u tf it .  K ilt o r su it is the  op tio n  we w ere faced w ith . Choosing a k ilt 
m yself I go t k itte d  up and headed over to  Thornbank to  pick up my 
date -  look ing s tunn ing, (No, no t me. I mean my date).

The venue was th e  lavish ly  decorated d in ing  hall. We entered the 
bu ild ing w alk ing as best we could past the  tw o  bouncers - Mr. Barnes 
and the  Headmaster. The m a jo rity  o f us made it in to  a few  o f the 
o ffic ia l ball photos. These are m uch apprecia ted  as it g ives us all 
an o p p o rtu n ity  to  look back on a good n igh t.

A love ly  meal was served to  us, washed down w ith  a few beers and 
a fte r dessert we tu rned  ou r a tte n tio n  to  the  dance floor. K ilgraston 
g irls  seemed ve ry  en thus ias tic . For some o f us w atch ing  was fun 
enough but I pe rsona lly  wanted a dance w ith  M adame Crane. O ther 
m em orab le m om ents include Messrs. Vallot, K ilpa trick  and co. tw is tin g  
some moves on th e  dance flo o r  a longside us. For th e  Ruthven boys 
a t least it was a n igh t th a t ended well w ith  a n igh tcap donated by 
Mr. W att in th e  foyer.

It was a n igh t th a t w ill be fo nd ly  rem em bered by m ost o f us. Madame 
Crane and Mr K itson can be proud o f w ha t is th e  last ball under th e ir  
superv is ion . Thank you fo r  all th e  w ork  you have done fo r us... and 
thanks fo r  th e  dance, Madame.

Peter Lyburn

M a d a m e  Cr ane  and  Mr  K i t s o n  can be p r o u d  
of  w h a t  is t h e  last  bal l  u n d e r  t h e i r  s u p e r v i s i o n .



On the  10th of Novem ber (Saturday n igh t) the  VI Form had an event 
w here we go t an in fla tab le  assault course, in fla tab le  g lad ia to r ring  and 
an in fla tab le  laser quest zone.

The in fla tab le  assault course was w here you and a frie nd  had to  race 
round the  c ircu it and ba ttle  it ou t t i l l  th e  person w ho came ou t o f the 
course f irs t won. Basically, you had to  w res tle  w ith  you r frie nd  to  get 
the  lead and hold on to  it t i l l  you go t to  th e  end o f the  course.

The g lad ia to r ring  was again an in fla tab le  ring  so th a t no one could hu rt 
them selves. You and a fr ie n d  go t g iven a so ft he lm et and then a bat 
w ith  f lu f fy  cush ioned ends and th en  had to  stand on a s tilt and fig h t

each o th e r ti l l one person fe ll off. It was f irs t to  3 and Rick Cam pbell 
was the  dom inan t one; w ell-done, Rick, bu t you d id n 't f i t  me.

F inally the  in fla tab le  laser quest zone, w hich was basica lly  an in fla tab le  
room . A bout ten o f you were given laser guns and you went in to  a dark 
room , w hich was fu ll o f smoke and tr ie d  to  shoo t as m any people as 
possib le in ten m inutes

This was a grea t evening and we hope th a t it w ill be repeated in fu tu re .

Pigs might  f ry

It was a particu larly  agreeable night (as fa r as the P erthsh ire  c lim a te  
goes) when we all fo llow ed ou r sense o f smell down to  the  VI Form 
com m on room  to  be w elcom ed by the  overw he lm ing  arom a o f sp itted  
and roast pig. A t last. A fte r spending th e  g re a te r pa rt o f the  day 
a n tic ip a ting  th e  fla vo u r o f w ha t the  arom a im plied we were able to  
indu lge ou r palates.

It took  a w h ile  fo r th e  no ve lty  o f ea ting  a sp it-roas ted  pig to  wear off, 
bu t once it  had, th e re  was s till ou r tw o  beers each and the  pu p il-teacher 
bante r to  look fo rw a rd  to . And w ith  the  abundance o f teachers  and 
pupils present th e re  was p len ty  o f ch it-cha t to  go around.

W ith the  p rim itiv e  e lem enta l forces in ac tio n  (CNC, you know  w hat 
we mean) we had no choice bu t to  have a s tupendous tim e.

Let us s im p ly  vouchsafe th a t th e  n igh t was the  u tte r em bod im en t 
o f jo llific a tio n .

I'm sure everyone w ho w ent to  the  even t w ill agree w ith  us when we 
say it was a tru ly  am azing tim e  and is d e fin ite ly  one to  be repeated. 
Special thanks go to  Mr Vallo t and his g roup o f helpers.

Sam antha Locke and Stephanie Murray

VI Form Karaoke Event

A fte r th e  announcem ent of a karaoke event m any people made 
a hasty ex it and w ent hom e fo r the  weekend. However, those who 
were le ft decided to  make the  m ost o f a chance to  grab the 
m icrophone and be a s ta r fo r the  nigh t.

The n igh t s ta rte d  s low ly  w hile  people a rrive d  and looked th roug h  
th e  im m ense co llec tion  o f songs available. Soon peop le w ere placing 
requests as em otions  ran high and e a rlie r in h ib ition s  w ere lost.

There was an ec lectic  m ix o f songs fro m  Nu Metal to  R'n'B and even 
some o f the  old fa vo urite s  such as Goodness G racious Great Balls of 
Fire (poss ib ly  insp ired by th e  m usica l th a t so m any o f us had stayed 
in to  rehearse fo r). There was a ren d ition  o f C oun try  Roads by the  
boys, w hich was answered by a pe rfo rm ance  o f the  M oulin Rouge 
track, Lady M arm alade by m em bers o f the  Low er VI g irls.

A ll in all a good n igh t was had and th e  chance to  sing ve ry  badly 
and not be laughed a t appealed to  everyone.

Sulekha V.
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It  w as so long ago th a t  it ju s t  seem s a d is ta n t m e m o ry  but w e're  sure everyo n e  
had a good n ig h t a t  th e  S t. A n d rew 's  ce ilidh .

Well, m aybe not everyone as Rick m anaged to  ca ta pu lt Sarah th roug h  
the a ir leaving her spraw led in a heap on the  flo o r m issing at least one 
shoe. Big bu lly ! Of course everyone scrubbed up well, as usual and 
the re  were p len ty  o f m ore in te llig en t g irls  w ho had the com m on sense 
to  w ear k ilts  and tra ine rs . Why cou ldn ’t  th a t have been us?

Ju s t when we th o u g h t we were fin a lly  ge ttin g  the  hang o f all the 
Scottish dances ( it on ly  took  us 5 years) Mrs. H am ilton  decided to 
a tte m p t to  teach us an o th e r one. Very foo lish ! Needless to  say we 
were all su ita b ly  confused so ju s t ran abou t fo r five  m inutes. However, 
the  rest o f the  dances w ent down well and were danced ra the r 
energetica lly . Everyone's fa vo u rite  is always S trip  th e  W illow  especially  
the  last dance w hich is th e  long chain S trip  the  Willow. Most o f th e  g irls  
spent the next few days look ing  like junk ies  because o f th e  bru ises on 
ou r arm s due to  overexc ited pa rtne rs, bu t it was good fun  a t the  tim e.

One o f the  best aspects o f the  evening was the puddings. They w ere so 
good th a t we m anaged to  persuade all the  r ig h t people th a t we wanted 
them  at th e  ball.

Thanks to  Mrs. H am ilton  and all the  o th e r m em bers o f s ta ff fo r m aking 
the  n igh t as good as it  was and fo r a tte m p tin g  to  in s till some cu ltu re  
in to  us. It was g re a tly  apprecia ted .

Need l es s  t o  say we w e r e  al l  
s u i t a b l y  c o n f u s e d  so j u s t  ran 

a b o u t  f o r  f i v e  m i n u t e s .

Susie H ew itt and Kim Percival

IV and V For'm Reels Night
A n approach ing  ree ls  n ig h t is a te r r if ic  re lie f on m a n y levels.

A part from  anything else, it is a com m on occurrence fo r conversa tion  
top ics  to  run  ou t a t around m id-w ay th roug h  the  te rm  and th e  reels can 
happ ily  be a po in t o f discussion fo r m any weeks a fte r  and be fore the 
actua l event. As well as th a t, even the  m ost seasoned disco dancer likes 
to  know exactly  w here  to  pu t th e ir  fee t once in a w h ile  (even if, like so 
many, they  on ly  th o u g h t they  knew w here to  pu t them .).

You m igh t expect th a t w ith  added age and responsib ility , the 
exc item en t be fore  a reels n igh t w ou ld be dam pened the  fo llo w ing  year. 
In fact, w ith  a VI fo rm  ball so close th a t we can smell the  hairspray, 
an o th e r reels n igh t is a welcom e vent fo r those p re pa ra to ry  instinc ts  
now cours ing  th roug h  th e  veins o f the  g irls . This year, we a ttacked  the 
p re lim in a ry  proceed ings w ith  a verve  and zest unknow n to  men. It has 
to  be said, however, th a t m any a ca re fu lly  choreographed ha irs ty le  w ent 
hayw ire  a fte r  tw o  rounds o f the  Dashing W hite Sergeant

The evening go t o ff to  a fly in g  s ta rt (a lm ost lite ra lly ) w ith  the  Gay 
Gordons. Once again m ost o f the  pa rtic ip an ts  w ent th roug h  the  rou tin e  
im po ss ib ility  o f try in g  to  w atch som eone else dance w h ile  being spun at

high speed, the m ost used and least g race fu l way to  rem ind yourse lf 
exactly  how m any fo rw a rd -tw o -th ree -fou rs  th e re  shou ld be. 
U n fo rtuna te ly , the  increase in dancing skill was no t p ro po rtion a l 
to  the  loss o f inh ib itions  and we began to  re ly  heavily  on the 
pre-dance in s tru c tio n  fro m  the  h igh ly  skilled Mrs H am ilton.

Respite came, fo r the pupils and the  floor, when we w ere again trea ted 
to  an asso rtm e n t o f hot and cold snacks and fizzy  drinks. As usual, the 
boys came in to  th e ir  own du ring  th is  pa rt in the  proceedings, fee ling 
m ore  at hom e s itting  w ith  a p la te  fu ll o f crisps than dancing w ith  an 
asso rtm en t o f over-exc ited g irls . As expected, it was no t necessary 
fo r us ladies to  take the lead du ring  S trip  th e  W illow, ap a rt fro m  the 
occasional w h isper of in s tru c tio n s  on the  id e n tity  o f the  next v ic tim  
to  be spun in to  o rb it.

Even fro m  the  male camp, the  genera l consensus is th a t the  reels beat 
all th e  o th e r events com bined, my on ly  w o rry  is th a t the long aw aited 
VI Form ball w ill never b e tte r the  fo o tloose  and fancy-free  (ahem) 
na tu re  o f the  fan tastic  reels.

Ishbel McFarlane



12 Hour  Char i ty  Run
M ay 2 0 0 2

This year again we w ere blessed w ith  g lo rio us ly  w arm  and sunny 
weather, w ith  ha rd ly  a c loud in s igh t fo r  w ha t was the  th ird  o f ou r 
C ha rity  Runs. The aim  was to  raise m oney fo r th ree  cha ritie s  w ith  
w hich we are now very fa m ilia r: C.H.A.S., Get Kids Going and Cancer 
Research. O ver th e  week-end, 2 5 0  energe tic  pupils, m em bers o f staff, 
and paren ts  en joyed w alk ing, runn ing, rid ing , cyc ling and "rope - 
sk ip p ing" around a 1.75 m ile  c ircu it fe a tu rin g  some o f the  m ost idy llic  
spots o f o u r school grounds. A to ta l o f ju s t over 1,500 person-m iles 
was covered over the  12 hours, w hich is evidence o f the  en thusiasm  
and fitness  level o f all w ho took  pa rt. For th e  boys, J .J . Chalm ers ran 
a record num ber o f laps (24), w h ils t K im i G ordon was th e  g irls ' w inner 
(w ith  21 laps). A m ongst th e  h igh ligh ts , the  fo llo w ing  are well w o rth  
a m ention : Mungo La ing ’s un ique aerob ic  session ensured th a t every 
m uscle was du ly  w arm ed up in s tyle; Sulekha Varm a acted as Horse 
M anager and led Jenn y  Sum m ersg ill (7) and O liv ia S trea tfie ld -Jam es 
around the  course in a calm  and con tro lled  m anner; tw e n ty -five  c lub 
a th le tes  took  pa rt in the  5 Mile Road Race w hich was won by Scottish 
C ham pion Chris Robeson. S tra igh t a fte r the  race, the  Barbecue Caf6 
was a real success, p a rtly  because the  band set the  tone by playing 
w ha t was ju s t r ig h t to  ch ill o u t w ith  on a S aturday n igh t. Essam 
A lkhu lifi, David Chalmers, Ben Dailey, Ruaridh Emslie, Howard Gray, 
Thomas Gray, Brian McWilliams, George McWilliams, Giles Seddon and 
S tuart Scroggie's m usic proved to  be m ost popular. The ca te ring  team  
te m po ra rily  m igra ted to  the  S ixth Form Centre pa tio  to  tre a t us to  a 
tru ly  luxu rious barbecue lunch. We all sat on the  grass, m aking the 
m ost o f such a pe rfec t sum m er's  day. The event was crow ned by the 
ra ffle  in w hich a considerab le num ber o f va luable prizes was won, 
includ ing  ove rn igh t stays in Scottish to u r is t spots and the  fam ous 
rabb it hutch, which d iv ided the  audience in to  those who were 
desperate to  g ive it a hom e (and a pet) and those w ho were dreading 
having to  be a slave to  it and its  contents  (no t provided, I hasten to  add).

We are ve ry  g ra te fu l to  those  w ho co n trib u te d  to  th e  success o f 
a n o th e r bond ing experience fo r the  com m un ity . Over £ 3 ,0 0 0  was 
raised and w ill be d is tr ib u te d  equa lly  between ou r 3 chosen charities.

Fabienne Thompson

O v e r  £ 3 , 0 0 0  was ra i sed  
and wi l l  be d i s t r i b u t e d  

e q u a l l y  b e t w e e n  o u r  
3 c h o s e n  c h a r i t i e s .
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Gibbon Land

S u n s e t Song  by Lewis Grassic Gibbon is a novel w hich has c lear 
un iversa l im p lica tions ; bu t ap p re c ia tio n  can also be g re a tly  enhanced 
by unde rstand ing  the  se tting  in tim e  (be fo re  and d u ring  th e  Great War) 
and place (th e  c ra ftin g  com m un ities  o f the  Gram pian fo o th ills  and the  
Hom e o f the  Mearns in K incard ine-sh ire ).

W ith th e  in te n tio n  o f g iv ing  S unse t Song  a con text in tim e  and place, 13 
boys tak ing  H igher English th is  year w en t on a one day to u r  o f Lewis 
Grassic G ibbon co u n try  in Septem ber. F irs t s top  was the  Lewis Grassic 
G ibbon C entre in A rb u th n o tt w here the  a u th o r (rea l name, Jam es Leslie 
M itche ll) w ent to  school and church . The centre  has aud io-v isua l and 
o th e r exh ib itions  on his life  and work. This was fo llow ed by a v is it to  
A rb u th n o tt Church, w hich was th e  exact m odel fo r  th e  church  in the 
fic tio n a l K in raddie in th e  novel, and w here the  grave o f the  a u th o r can 
be seen.

We had fe lt th a t th e  road down to  th e  church m ust have tested the 
suspension o f the  m in ibus to  its  lim its , bu t th a t was sure ly  m atched 
when we tru n d le d  a long a high w indsw ept s ing le tra ck  road to  have a 
look a t B loom fie ld , th e  c ro ft w here  Jam es Leslie M itche ll grew  up. We 
did no t stop there, as the  house is inhab ited , and we can on ly  hope th a t 
the  in ha b ita n ts  w ere no t to o  m uch d is tu rbed  by having fifte e n  pa irs  o f 
eyes peering  a t them  as we ro lled  s low ly  past.

It was dow nh ill again to  Benhold Mill, now p a rtly  kept open as a w ork ing  
m useum  w hich was used in th e  BBC's la rge scale p ro du ction  o f Sunset 
Song. For m ost o f the  boys w ho have li t t le  o r no experience o f fa rm ing  
nowadays, fa r less o f past practices, th e  desc rip tions  and 
dem o ns tra tion s  by the  c u ra to r were fasc ina ting .

From th e re  we headed to  th e  coast to  th e  im posing c lif f  top  s tru c tu re  
o f D un no tta r Castle, se tting  o f one o f the  key inc iden ts  in S unset Song. 
This proved to  be, fro m  the  boys' po in t o f view, th e  m ost successful 
place we v is ited , no t because o f its  lite ra ry  associations, bu t because 
here they  made grea test use o f the  rugby ball w hich had a lready seen 
ac tion  a t the  Lewis Grassic G ibbon C entre and a t th e  m ill. In th e  cen tre  
o f the  castle  cou rtya rd  is a huge w e ll/pond , abou t tw e n ty  five  m etres in 
d iam eter. A challenge was la id dow n to  kick th e  ball in as m any d iffe re n t 
ways as possib le across th e  pond w ith o u t le ttin g  it  fa ll in the  water. The 
tens ion , exc item en t and noise b u ilt up s tead ily  u n til th e  inev itab le  
w a te ry  results, a f te r  w h ich  th e  ball was rescued w ith  a huge plank o f 
w ood w hich th e  resource fu l R ichard Blakey " fo u n d " in a s to re  shed. The 
w ho le inc iden t crea ted a fasc ina ting  in te rlu d e  fo r th e  o th e r to u ris ts  
w ho m ust have th o u g h t it  a s trange  S cottish  spo rt w hich th e y  had not 
read abou t in the  gu ide books.

The w ho le day c e rta in ly  fixed Sunset Song  m uch m ore  secure ly  in the  
m inds o f the  lads -  oh, th a t and th e  v is ion  o f Giles Seddon in his ankle 
leng th  black le a th e r coat.

Irene & Gordon McFarlane

h er e  t h e y  m a d e  g r e a t e s t  use 
of  t h e  r u g b y  bal l  w h i c h  had 

a l r e a d y  seen  a c t i o n  at  t h e  
Lew i s  Grass i c  G i bb on  C e n t r e  

and  at  t h e  mi l l .



Lucca here...we got 
quattrocento culture.

You would be am azed a t th e  num ber of ways you can sleep s ittin g  
up righ t. I'm sure th a t on th e  bus jo u rn e y  to  Tuscany we used every 
possib le va ria tio n ; and all in the  nam e o f a rt. On the  way down we had 
had one n igh t to  sleep ho rizon ta lly , in Am iens w ith  its  soaring Gothic 
cathedra l.

As g rue lling  as th e  36 hours d riv ing  were, when we arrive d  in 
M on teca tin i the  tr ia ls  o f the  jo u rn e y  evapora ted in th e  heat o f 8  am. 
Exchanging th e  depress ing ly  s te reo typ ica l Scottish w ea the r fo r its 
Ita lian  c o u n te rp a rt was enough to  l i f t  o u r sp irits  considerably. A fte r 
a day o f rest and a v is it to  M onteca tin i A lto, up the  p ictu resque, yet 
no t-a -little -b it-sca ry  fu n ic u la r railway, we fe lt su ita b ly  w arm ed up fo r 
the  real w h is tle -s top  to u r  o f the  o rig in s  o f W estern A rch itectu re .

We s ta rte d  w ith  a tr ip  to  th e  sm all walled tow n o f Lucca, o u r f irs t taste 
of the  red tile d  expanses th a t litte re d  th e  views fro m  the  bus. 
Surpris ing ly , I som ehow  go t Anne and m yself lost in th is  ve ry  small 
tow n , hem m ed in on all sides by a la rge wall. My sin was lessened by 
th e  sheer fun  o f pa in ting  and w andering  around the  t in y  alleyways and 
towers, bum p ing in to  S tra tha llians  and Sgianachs fro m  P ortree  alike.

A fte r th e  qu ie t veh ic le -free  Lucca, ou r tr ip  to  Florence the  next day 
showed us w ha t appeared to  be the  real w ork ing , d riv ing , shou ting  Italy, 
desp ite  the  fa c t to u ris ts  hu rried  everyw here . Because they  lacked 
sketchbooks to u ris ts  were c lea rly  below  us a rtis ts  in the  v is ito r 
hierarchy. The slow c lim b o f th e  steps up Brunelecchi's  ca thedra l dom e 
had us decid ing  to  th ro w  ourse lves over the  top. Needless to  say, the  
w onder o f the  v iew  was enough to  d ispel all su ic idal inc lina tions . W ith 
a v is it to  a design s tud io  and a sh o rt tim e  to  re lax in th e  oasis o f the  
Boboli Gardens we le ft exhausted bu t sa tu ra ted by beauty.

A lthou gh  my own persona l fondness is fo r Firenze th e re  are several 
pupils fo r whom  th e  th ird  day ’s de s tina tio n  itse lf ju s tifie d  the  bus 
journey. As we drove to  th e  real 3D version o f the  p ic tu re  stam ped on 
pizza boxes th e  w orld  over I tr ie d  to  th in k  o f an o th e r im age th a t is so 
redo len t o f Italy. Of course, it was im possible, Pisa always wins. 
Personally, I did no t scale th e  ve rtica l, ye t s lig h tly  ho rizon ta l, he ights  
o f the  leaning tower, bu t th e re  was a w ea lth  o f love liness in th e  th ree  
w h ite  icebergs o f bu ild ing th a t sprang up fro m  the  " fie ld  o f m irac les". 
The thousands o f carvings and scu lp tu res are o ften  fo rg o tte n  in the 
wake o f the  g ra v ity -d e fy in g  tower, bu t try in g  to  draw  Pisano's fo n t o r 
the  fagade o f the  bap tis try , b ro ug h t hom e to  us the  de licacy and 
c ra ftsm a nsh ip  o f th e  whole.

By day fo u r we had no ticed tw o  recu rr in g  aspects o f ou r tr ip .
The endless hu m o ur we found in w atch ing  people fa ll asleep on th e  bus 
was th e  main fea tu re . This pastim e was on ly  in te rru p te d  by c lim bs up 
staircases in search o f a b ird 's  eye v iew  o f the  pe rfec t surround ings.

Siena, w ith  the  ta lle s t m edieval to w e r in Italy, was no exception . Having 
spen t ra th e r to o  m uch tim e  draw ing in th e  b e au tifu l ha lf-m oon  Piazza, 
we had to  sp rin t up the  to w e r and back down again in tim e  to  m eet the 
teachers  a t th e  ca thedra l. This was fu r th e r  com p lica ted  by a fa lco n ry  
display, w hich le ft th e  tw itche rs  am ong us in a dream  like state, not 
grea t fo r  ascending un to  the  heavens.

Anyone w ho has v is ited  Ita ly  w ill rea lise th a t o u r last day w ou ld provide 
no respite  fo r o u r w ea ry  legs. In my op in ion  San G im ignano "de lle  Belle 
Torre”  could do w ith  ins ta lling  s ta ir lifts  in all th e  to rre . On th e  same 
day we saw V inci, th e  b irthp lace  o f tru e  Renaissance man, Leonardo. 
The m useum  in the  small to w n  had ex trao rd ina ry  w ork ing  m ode ls of 
his designs. Despite reading the  sign above we found  it  incred ib ly  
hard to  convince ourse lves th a t Leonardo lived in the  15th and no t 
th e  2 0 th  century.

As a whole, the  tr ip  gave me not on ly  a b e tte r unde rstand ing o f the  
o rig in s  o f th e  a r t and a rch ite c tu re  we see across the  w orld , bu t also a 
bank o f m em ories  w hich I w ill re la te  to  sem i-in te res ted g randch ild ren 
in years to  come. It w ill be hard to  fo rg e t th e  m istake o f buying sm elly 
cheese to  keep in a ho t bus, though  I m igh t w ish to . S im ila rly  the 
cham eleon qua lities  o f Hal's ha ir can be puzzled on to  th is  day.

One o f my lasting  m em ories o f th e  tr ip  was a r t in a n o th e r fo rm .
Some o f th e  g roup fro m  P ortree  H igh b ro ug h t in s tru m e n ts  and 
be au tifu l voices w ith  w hich to  e n te rta in  o u r hosts. A fte r Peter g o t ou t 
his bagpipes everybody w ith in  a rad ius o f abou t th ree  m iles also came 
to  en joy th e  Ceilidh in the  open air. There was dancing, s ing ing and a lo t 
o f c lapp ing fro m  th e  old ladies w ho lived opposite  the  ho te l. L isten ing 
to  Ita lian  voices w ith  one ear and the  li lt  o f a fidd le  w ith  the  o th e r is 
ju s t one m em ory  we w ill all, s ta ff and pupils  alike, take away fro m  th a t 
idy llic  summer.

Ishbel McFarlane

we left exhausted but saturated by beauty.
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St ra tha l l i an  day
On S unday, 2 6 th  M ay o ver 2 0 0  S tra th a lf ia n s  and th e ir  g u e s ts  cam e to  
Forganden ny to  re -v is it  old h a u n ts , see old fr ie n d s  and have a look round.

It was also good to  see Peter Spurgin, Cosmo and Annabel Fairbairn, 
M a rtin  Gray and David W illiams.

Despite som e m onsoon w ea the r du ring  the  week, the  annual 
S tra tha llian  C ricket fix tu re  against the  school s ta rte d  on tim e.
The m a jo rity  o f guests began to  a rr ive  abou t m idday and some 
were a lit t le  re tice n t to  leave th e ir  drinks and a ttend  an exce llent 
sh o rt concert in th e  Chapel.

Some 2 0 0  ga thered fo r lunch and m any old acquain tances were 
rekind led.

A va rie ty  o f a c tiv it ie s  w ere availab le. Pre-Speech Day exh ib itions  were 
on show in the  A rt Room and th e  D.T. Block. Some old  arch ive  m a te ria l 
aroused in te re s t. There was a to u r  o f R iley fo r those w ho had no t seen 
it since it  was renovated. The c reche provided re lie f fo r  parents, but 
ou r youngest v is ito r Cam eron McLaren, ju s t a week old, fa iled  to  take 
advantage o f it.

For th e  m ore  active, th e re  was croquet, fo o tb a ll against th e  school, clay 
p igeon shoo ting , lo ng d riv ing  and ch ipp ing . Sadly no ladies vo lun teered 
them selves fo r the  tag rugby, bu t some m a tu re  S tra tha llians  proved 
th a t th e y  s till had pace over 5 yards.

A fte r tea, Fabienne Thom pson, th e  H eadm aster's w ife, awarded the  
fo llo w ing  prizes:-

The Lascelles Shield fo r 
Clay P igeon Shooting The School

High Gun Joe Watson

Best O ld S tra th a llia n Craig Philip

Lo ng  D riv in g  - G e n tle m e n Graham Roy (2 6 4 y d s  into th e  wind)

Lad ies Elizabeth McKenzie

T a rg e t G o lf Duncan Robertson

C h ip p ing John Elphinstone

Ball in th e  b u ck e t Ewen Wardman

The fo o tb a ll was won by the  Old S tra tha llians  and th e  C ricket was 
drawn.

There was a s trong  concensus th a t it  had been a th o ro u g h ly  w o rth w h ile  
and en joyab le day and the  w ea the r was com p ara tive ly  kind.

N TH DuB
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Ernst  and Young  
Lecture

HARLEY 
HADDOW

P a r t n e r s h i p  
C o n s u l t i n g  E n g i n e e r s

W e  are proud of our long association with 
Strathallan School as Consulting Structural 
Engineers for many of their building projects

A great bonus of th e  S tra tha llan  com m un ity  is th e  co n trib u tio n  
w hich we receive fro m  so m any parents, S tra tha llians , and friends.
In cons idering  w ho was to  g ive th e  Ernst and Young Lectu re  th is  
year, it was ev iden t th a t we had a w orld -renow ned  sc ien tis t whose 
connection  w ith  the  school th roug h  his ch ild ren 's  be ing pupils and his 
w ife 's being a G overnor made th e  chances o f his be ing persuaded to  
accept an in v ita tio n  ve ry  good. In ad d ition  he came w ith  the  warm  
recom m enda tion  o f one o f the  pupils  as being "abso lu te ly  b r illia n t" .
We are indeed indebted to  P rofessor S ir David Lane BSc, PhD, FRS, 
FRSE, FRCPath, P rofessor o f M o lecu lar Oncology, D ep artm en t o f 
B iochem istry, U n ive rs ity  o f Dundee; D irec to r o f Cancer Research 
Cam paign Cell T ransfo rm a tion  Group; Gibb Fellow, whose record in 
cancer research is as im press ive as his t i t le  w hich to o k  up th ree  lines 
in th e  calendar.

It is no t always th e  case th a t em in en t sc ien tis ts  are able to  address 
a varied audience w ith  success and to  pu t over such a v ita lly  im p o rta n t 
message in a clear, il lu m in a tin g  and also e n te rta in in g  manner. P rofessor 
Sir David, however, fu lly  lived up to  th e  pupil's  b illing  and provided 
an en te rta in ing , s tim u la tin g , and e ru d ite  ta lk. He w ent th roug h  m any 
aspects o f his w ork, describ ing  th e  g roup a t Dundee U n ive rs ity  and 
its  w ork and expla in ing th e  na tu re  o f cancer, w hich, o f course, a ffec ts  
so m any o f us, w h e th e r d ire c tly  o r in d irec tly . He dea lt no t on ly  w ith  
the  sc ie n tific  aspects bu t also th e  m ore s tra ig h tfo rw a rd  message 
abou t w ha t can be done to  avoid increas ing one's exposure to  th e  risk. 
C erta in ly  th is  pow erfu l message was conveyed w ith  th e  consign ing 
of various  cancer inducing  p roducts  to  th e  waste paper bin. A t the 
end o f th e  ta lk  th e re  was lit t le  do ub t th a t all those fo rtu n a te  enough 
to  be present w ere c lea re r in sc ie n tific  te rm s  abou t th e  disease, had 
an ins igh t in to  the  w ork  o f a research sc ien tis t, and had some questions 
to  ask abou t the  c o n trib u tio n  w hich ind iv idua ls  make to  th e ir  own 
problem s. It is o ften  said th a t th e  success o f a ta lk  can be gauged by 
the  guestions  w h ich  fo llow . In th is  instance th e  questions came fro m  
all pa rts  o f the  audience, fro m  th e  m ost qu a lifie d  o f th e  science 
teachers to  m em bers o f th e  Low er S ix th  w ith  s lig h tly  less sc ie n tific  
expe rtise  whose in te re s t had neverthe less  been fu lly  engaged. A fte r 
som e tw e n ty  m inu tes o th e r engagem ents m ade it  necessary fo r the  
C ha irm an to  step in. C onversa tion  how ever con tinued  on a m ore 
in fo rm a l basis fo r  some tim e  a fte rw ards . We are all indebted to  
P rofessor S ir David fo r tak ing  th e  tim e  to  be w ith  us and having 
s tim u la ted  so m uch th o u g h t and discussion.

BKT

8 Coates Crescent, Edinburgh EH3 7BY 
Tel: 0131 226 3331 Fax: 0131 226 2563 

e-mail: edin@ harleyhaddow.com  
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The beginning of yet another 
new adventure....

If you v is it th e  school's  web page (w w w .stra tha llan .co .uk), and check 
ou t the  Sub-Aqua page you w ill find  the  above phrase, w hich we believe 
is cen tra l to  the  po p u la rity  o f th e  a c tiv ity  (th a t and the  fact th a t 
choco la te  is a ve ry  big p a rt o f th e  c lub ethos). W hether it  is learn ing  
a new s k il l/ techn ique  in the  pool, o r s tr id in g  o ff the  School ha rdboat 
to  dive D unsta ffnage Channel, it is m ost like ly  to  be a new experience 
fo r the  pupils  invo lved.

The Sub-Aqua c lub  was lucky th is  year to  a ttra c t a ta len ted  new 
in take o f 4 th  Form tra inees, to  com p lem en t the  17 pupils a lready 
poo l-qua lified . The new tra inees com prised:

Sarah Herd Nick D alqetty

Robert Henneberq Sam Stark

Jenny Fraser Rosie Hunt

Alex Ferguson Shauna Scrogqie

Kimi Gordon Sophie B arton

Max S tew art Dot Bowry

Tasha Sm ith  Jono Becks

Jam es Lawson Olivia Halverson

X

I learned to  d ive a t the school having neve r d ived before. My buddies  
and I learned the skills  invo lved; which m ean t we had to  go to  lectu res  
every  second week w ith  Mr. G oddard and learn the th e o ry  needed to  
pass th e  te s t and becom e a c lub diver. In the weeks th a t we w eren 't 
do ing lectures, we were w ith Mr. McCann and D r.Carr in  the  pool. In the  
beginning, we were un fam ilia r w ith  the equ ipm ent and needed assistance  
to  assemble the k it b u t a fte r  a while we cou ld  m anage by ourselves.

We were a ll ve ry  e xc ited  on the  f irs t  day  and  m a ny  o f  us had fun  
p lay ing  w ith  o u r buoyancy. A lso b re a th in g  u n d e rw a te r was a w hole  
new  experience fo r  som e people. We le a rne d  how  to  do som ersau lts  
u n d e rw a te r w ith o u t hav ing  w a te r s q u ir t up yo u r nose. W hat I fo und  
m o st d if f ic u lt  was th e  fo rw a rd  ro l l e n try  in to  the  p o o l b u t once we 
g o t the  hang o f  it, we had loads o f  fun. The m o s t am using th ing  
ab o u t d iv ing  is w ea ring  yo u r d ry  suit. I t  in fla tes  so m uch you look  
like  a pum pk in  f lo a tin g  above the  water.

A fte r  a ll o u r d iv in g  lessons o u r class m anaged to  pass the  te s t 
w ith  fly in g  co lours. I am  re a lly  e xc ited  now  to  g e t o u t o f  the  p o o l 
and  c onq ue r th e  sea.

Sam antha S tark  (V  Form)

We v is ited  St. Abb's m arine  reserve near Eyem outh fo r fie ld  day 
and were fo rtu n a te  enough to  fin d  th e  in fam ous 'C a thedra l Rock’, 
an u n de rw a te r archw ay 15ft h igh th a t the  tra inees can swim  th rough . 
The pupils  also had f irs t hand experience o f an Octopus, w hich 
changed to  a ve ry  dark grey be fore  squ irtin g  o ff ou t o f o u r s igh t.

Best w ishes and a fond fa rew ell go to  Dr. C arr w ho has been 
in s tru m e n ta l in th e  success o f th e  c lub  over th e  past tw o  years.
Luck ily  her new school have a well estab lished d iv ing  c lub  and she has 
a lready been coerced in to  pa rtic ip in g  in a school t r ip  to  the  Red Sea.

U n fo rtu n a te ly  we also lose ou r Captain o f D iving, S tevie Sm ith 
whose accoun t o f a d ive  on th e  SS Breda fe a tu red  in last year's 
rep o rt. The p ic tu re  o f th e  'B reda ' opposite  taken s h o rtly  be fore it 
was bom bed a fte r leaving th e  Oban p o rt, g ives an idea o f its  size.

Happy diving.

J J M c

http://www.strathallan.co.uk


We l e a r n e d  h o w  to  do s o m e r s a u l t s  u n d e r w a t e r  
w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  w a t e r  s q u i r t  up y o u r  nose.



In m em ory o f

Doctor Mark Selwood
1 2 .6 .6 3  -  2 7 .1 .9 1  

Let not the love die

In 2 0 0 2 ,  t h e  M a r k  
S e l w o o d  m e m o r i a l  

t r u s t  w i l l  c l o s e  
a f t e r  t e n  y e a r s  o f  
f u n d i n g  t h i s  v i t a l  

w o r k  in N e p a l .





Er i c  C u t h b e r t  G i l l a n d e r s  
M B E
6 th  A p ril 1912 -  3 0 th  M arch  2 0 0 2

Eric C uthbert Gillanders was born in Dundee and a ltho ug h  he spent 
70  years o f his life  in th e  G lasgow area he always considered h im se lf 
to  be a D undonian. Educated a t Dundee High School and the  th en  new ly 
estab lished S tra tha lla n  School, he was one o f the  f irs t pupils to  a ttend 
the  school a f te r  it  moved to  its  present loca tion  a t Forgandenny.
He was th e  f irs t o f 10 G illanders to  a ttend  the  school and re ta ined a 
life long  loya lty  to, and in te res t in, th e  school. He was Pres ident o f the 
S tra tha llian  C lub in 1976 and was probab ly  one o f its  o ldest 'o ld  boys'.

From an ea rly  age Eric was in te rested  in all th ing s  m echanica l. He and 
his la te b ro th e r Roy had a w orkshop a t the  fam ily  hom e in B rough ty  
Ferry and they  spen t th e ir  you th  (and indeed all o f th e ir  lives) s tripp in g  
and re-bu ild ing  m otorcyc les, tu rn in g  wood, m end ing and m aking th ings  
and accum u la ting  w ha t to  m ost o f us w ou ld be rubb ish  but to  them  
'm ig h t com e in handy ’ and so o ften  it  did.

Encouraged by H arry  Riley, Eric went to  w ha t is now H erio t W att 
U n ivers ity  w here he g raduated w ith  d is tin c tio n  in Paper Making and 
C hem istry. He served his appren ticesh ip  w ith  Jam es B ertram  in Denny 
and in 1937 went to  U niversal Pulp C onta iners in M ilton  o f Campsie as 
Works Manager. His was a reserved occupa tion  and fru s tra te d  ’th oug h  
he was, he did his b it as Captain o f th e  local Home Guard to  much 
am usem ent fro m  the  fa m ily  concern ing  ‘Dad’s A rm y ’ and com parisons 
w ith  Captain M ainwaring. He was even tua lly  called up and served in 
the  Royal Navy. By th is  tim e  he had m et and m a rried  local g ir l, Jean 
Yuill, w ho was in th e  ATS and on being dem obbed they  s ta rte d  fam ily  
life  a t the  Yuill hom e a t G lenm ill.

A fte r the  war he trave lled  ex tens ive ly  in G erm any and Scandinavia 
on business and his fluen cy  in G erm an opened m any doors. He was 
in s tru m e n ta l in th e  design and p ro du ction  (w ith  his la te  co lleague 
John  H arris  B urland) o f th e  m oulded pu lp hosp ita l san ita ry -w are  
th a t is in use in m ost hosp ita ls  today.

Jean and Eric en joyed 55  years o f m arried  and fa m ily  life  in 
Lennoxtow n and Eric took  en thu s ias tic  pa rt in v illage  life. He was 
C ha irm an o f th e  local School Board, P res ident o f the  Campsie Flower 
Show, P res ident o f the  local Camera Club, as well as P res ident o f the  
Glasgow and West Pho tograph ic  Club, C o-o rd ina to r o f th e  Earl Haig 
Fund fo r  th e  d is tr ic t and Chairm an o f th e  Scottish War Pensions 
C om m ittee  fo r w hich he was awarded the  MBE in 1969. In la te r years, 
however, his g rea test in te re s t was in Rotary. He was P res ident of 
K irk in tillo ch  R otary C lub in 1972/73 and was even tua lly  made a Paul 
H arris  Fellow (the  h ighest honour th a t R otary In te rn a tiona l can bestow). 
He and Jean enjoyed m uch fun  and fe llow sh ip  th ro u g h  R otary and 
made m any lasting  friends. U ntil fa iling  hea lth  becam e a burden, he 
never m issed a m eeting , even a tten d in g  m eetings a t a R ota ry Club in 
N orfo lk , V irg in ia , U.S.A., w hich did no t im press him, as th e  P res ident 
was a wom an.

As well as all th ings mechanical and photographic, his abid ing passion 
was m otorcycles and he was the proud owner o f a Brough Superior 
w ith  sidecar in which he toured pre-war Germany w ith  his sister, Sybil.
He owned num erous bikes all in pieces in the garage and there  was 
the re fo re  no dissent when Fergus and Donald go t m otorb ikes. They had 
a hard job  ge tting  him  o ff th e ir  bikes which he rode well in to  his seventies.

Rugby fo o tb a ll fea tu red  heavily  in the  G illanders fa m ily  fro m  th e ir  
connections  w ith  Panm ure R.F.C., (bu t fo r  th e  onset o f WW2 his b ro the r 
Neil w ou ld have been capped fo r Scotland) and Eric was an avid 
supporte r. He never missed an In te rn a tiona l a t M u rray fie ld , usua lly  
w ith  sons, nephews and boys fro m  S tra tha lla n  in tow. He was an 
en thu s ias tic  m em ber o f West o f Scotland RFC.

Despite all his m any and varied in terests , Eric was essentia lly  a 
fa m ily  man w ho de ligh ted  and took  grea t p ride  in all th a t his fam ily  
did and was never happ ie r than when all the  fa m ily  were together.
He encouraged and supported  Jean in all he r w ork  w ith  the  W omen's 
League o f H ealth & Beauty. He made skis, d inghies, bagp ipe cases, 
record  players and toys fo r his ch ild ren  and took  g rea t p leasure 
in do ing it all again fo r his g randch ild ren.

W ith his hea lth  a lready fa iling , Jean 's tra g ic  death  in 1999 was a b itte r 
blow  and his la tte r years w ere spent in W hite fie ld  Lodge. He was a 
g rea t Scot, a tru e  gen tlem an o f the  old  school w ith  a pawky and w icked 
sense o f hum our. He was a m uch loved, adored and s upp o rtive  husband, 
fa th e r and grand fa ther, a m uch respected em ployer, a valued and good 
fr ie n d  to  so many, a grea t and hosp itab le  host to  all w ho enjoyed his 
com pany a t th e  m any pa rties  th a t he and Jean hosted, a loyal and 
devoted m em ber o f all the  m any clubs th a t he was connected w ith  
and a loved b ro th e r to  Neil, Roy and Sybil.

He leaves 4  ch ildren , Fiona, Colin, Fergus and Donald; A llan, Caro line 
and Ruthe; 6  g ra ndch ild ren  and his s is te r Sybil.

Fiona Hosle



T i m o t h y  G r a h a m  H u n t e r
19th  A u g u st 1 9 7 6  -  2 3 rd  N ovem ber 2 0 0 1

Ian M a r t i n - S c o t t  V R D r MD
D ecem ber 1913 - 9 th  O cto b e r 2 0 0 2

Tim 's personality, natu ra l exuberance and extrem e com petence will 
be well rem em bered by all m anner of people in all m anner of ways.

He was bo rn  in Forfar in A ugust 1976 to  B ruce and Jeud i, a youngest 
b ro th e r to  A lis ta ir and Scott, and spent his ea rly  years in his ancestra l 
hom e a t R estenneth P rio ry, Angus.

A fte r Forfar P rim a ry  he began S tra tha llan  in 1986, e n te ring  Riley House 
at the  age o f 10 (Ri2 included), m aking him  one o f an e lite  g roup of 
S tra tha llians  w ho can c la im  to  have served th e  m axim um  8  years.

From an ea rly  age his keen in te rests  in sports  was ba lanced by th e  
m ore peacefu l side o f his na tu re  as he was also a keen fisherm an.

His spo rting  prowess was revealed on the  hockey fie ld  as goalkeeper 
fo r th e  1st XI th re e  years runn ing, ga in ing bo th  fu ll and ha lf colours.
Tim  also excelled by achiev ing rep resen ta tion  fo r  Perth  Hockey Club 
in the  Scottish League and Scotland Under 18s.

O ff the  fie ld  he en joyed using his in tu itio n  and skills  in Design and 
Technology, qua litie s  w hich w ere to  prove ve ry  bene fic ia l as he moved 
in to  his career. He ga ined his A level and H ighers w ith  ease and w ent 
on to  s tudy  Business M anagem ent at H e rio t W att U nivers ity . He la ter 
g raduated w ith  an upper second degree.

Tim  showed am azing com petence in ba lancing w ork  and play.
His p ractica l jokes, fin e  brew ing techn iques and play-hard a ttitu d e  
endeared him to  everyone in the  School. A lways invo lved in social 
ac tiv it ies , T im 's charism a ca rried  on th ro u g h o u t his life.

He was also lucky in love. A t S tra tha lla n  Tim  found his soul m ate Lisa 
Haslam and a fte r  school he and Lisa set o ff on a w orld  to u r  fo r a year. 
They trave lled  th roug h  the  Philipp ines and A ustra lia , s tay ing w ith  fam ily  
and m any new friends. When he moved on to  th e  U nited S tates Tim 
w orked w ith  A ff in ity  G roup in C aliforn ia , be fore  his re tu rn  m eeting  up 
w ith  his b ro th e r Scott w hom  he had no t seen in fifte e n  years. Those of 
us lucky enough to  have known him w ere able to  fo llow  his jo u rn e y  on 
his f irs t website, w hich he developed him self.

He pursued both en joym ent and scope fo r his ta len ts  by gain ing 
experience fro m  a num ber o f com panies be fore  jo in ing  th e  Royal Bank 
o f Scotland in Edinburgh. His d iligence and skills  shone in his jo b  as a 
graph ic  designer, w h ile  his en thusiasm  led him  on to  design ing and 
deve lop ing a num ber o f d iffe re n t w ebsites fo r fr ie nd s  and businesses.

This is a g rea t loss. A ll those  w ho were fo rtu n a te  enough to  have known 
Tim w ill rem em ber th e  generous, in te llig e n t and charism atic  characte r 
o f th is  tru e  gentlem an, in every sense o f th e  w ord. He has le ft a large 
void, ye t a la rge r lesson fo r us all. His en thusiasm  and de te rm in a tio n  
are an in sp ira tion . T im  lived as if he knew how  life  should be lived and 
his exam ple w ill always be w ith  us, in o u r hearts.

Dr Ian Martin-Scott died, peacefully, on October 9 th  2 0 0 2 , aged 88.
Born near Glasgow in December 1913, he graduated in 1936 from  Glasgow 
University, w inning the Cullen medal fo r best student o f the year.

Abandoning, w ith the outbreak of war, the idea of specialising in obstetrics, 
he jo ined HMS Furious at Campbeltown. The converted carrier was having 
problems finding a convenient land base on the Clyde fo r its a ircra ft and, as 
a ’native', he was asked to  go w ith his C.O. to  help. The previous year he and 
some friends had been summonsed to  court locally fo r deciding, a fte r an 
enjoyable lunchtime, tha t the local policeman's helmet could be useful as 
a rugby ball. Fined 5 /- each, they were admonished by the local Procurator 
Fiscal -  who was now leading the landing-strip negotiations on behalf of 
the locals. He remembered Ian, the ice was broken, and w hat is now 
Machrihanish A irpo rt was the result.

Having developed an in terest in de rm ato logy th roughou t the war years, 
when peace returned Ian was in terviewed by Sir Arch ibald Grey a t UCH. 
A dm itting  th a t before the  war he had been in obstetrics, no t derm atology, 
Ian was delighted to  discover th a t Sir Arch ibald had him self been studying 
obstetrics at the  tim e and was invited to  s ta rt th e  fo llow ing Monday.
W ithin a couple o f years he succeeded Dr William Goldsm ith as a 
consultan t at several H ertfordshire hospitals (UCH having moved there 
in th e  war years) and became the  youngest consultan t in the new NHS 
when it was form ed in 1948.

Over the fo llowing 30 years, Ian m aintained his contact w ith UCH, and 
w ith  the London School o f Tropical Medicine, running postgraduate courses 
in histology. He developed a new medium to  grow lypophilic organisms; 
treated the alopaecia o f Guy the gorilla, one of London Zoo's more famous 
inmates o f the 1950s; published a laym an’s book on 'Baldness & Care of 
Hair' and featured in his real life role as 'a Harley Street consultant' in a 
TV comm ercial fo r ‘New Lux w ith  Dermasil'. He also undertook the research 
and clinical tria ls  in to in fantile eczema tha t led to  the production of 
Neutrogena soap and E45 cream, and his contribu tions to  the development 
of 3M's Micropore were well employed in his work as Honorary Consultant 
to  the Ileostomy Association. He published, in all, over a dozen papers.

A fte r re tirem ent from  the NHS, he m aintained an interest in dermatology, 
w riting  and reading papers, his last, a t UCLA in California in the mid-1970s, 
being on crusted (Norwegian) scabies, a then unidentified variant. Finally, 
re tiring now also from  private practice, Ian spent much tim e successfully 
propagating plants fo r his garden, firs t in Hertfordshire, then in Somerset. 
He also sat on the board of the Medical Council o f A lcoholism fo r nearly 10 
years, in to  his early 80s, and was delighted to  be able to  witness, as last, 
an increase in the num ber o f teaching hours devoted by medical 
undergraduates to  th is issue.

He was m arried to  Nancy, who predeceased him in 1999, the year o f the ir 
6 0 th  wedding anniversary, and leaves a son and th ree grandsons.
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prizes and e xami na t i on  resul ts
P rize s  2 0 0 1

T h e  S m ith  Cup fo r  H ead Boy Jo nathan  Woodrow

The M o rle y  O ua ich  fo r  H ead G irl,
The S can lan  C up fo r  M e rit and
th e  U p p e r S ix th  A Leve l P rize  fo r  B io lo g y Laura Kotseroglou

The C am pbe ll A w ard  fo r  Best 
A ll R ound S p o rts m a n  and  th e  
D&T H ig h e r P rize O liver Scott

The C am p b e ll A w ard  fo r  B est A ll R ound 
S p o rts w o m a n , F rench and  G eo g rap hy  H ig h e r Hazel W hyte

The W illia m  P as fie ld  S a lve r fo r  M usic H arrie t Hunt

The H o u s to n  P rize  fo r  A ll R ound M e rit S tu a rt Chapman

The R o b e rt R ankin  P rize  fo r  M a th e m a tic s  
and Physics  A Leve l P rize Alexandru Anton

The T h o m s o n  S a lve r fo r  A c h iv e m e n t and 
H is to ry  H ig h e r P rize Hugh Mackay

The J o h n  F u lton  M e m o ria l P rize  fo r  O ve ra ll 
C o n tr ib u tio n , The D avid B og ie  P rize  fo r  
E conom ics , The L o rd  K in c ra ig  P rize  fo r  
Eng lish , The R icha rd  M o ffa t P rize  fo r  
H is to ry , The W ilfre d  H oa re  S e n io r R ead ing 
P riz e  and  F rench A Leve l P rize Louise Lamb

S tra th a lla n  T ra v e llin g  S c h o la rs h ip s Christoph Schulz 
Michael Segaud

Dux Jindrich Z ite k

The W illia m  T a tte rs a ll A r t  P rize Isabella Chaussy

The R o b e rt B a rr M e m o ria l P rize  fo r  M usic Ni Wang

The P a tr ic k  G rand ison  P rize  fo r  S tr in g s , 
The R ick T ro p h y  A rm y  P rize Tim  Law

Th e  G ary  R ogers  P rize  fo r  C re a tiv e  W rit in g  
and  3 rd  Form  P rize K irsty Brown

Th e  C h o ir P rize Richard Blakey 
Catriona Sutherland

The H a v is to n  B roa d sw o rd  
& O ua ich  CCF P rize Giles Seddon
The M cM a ste r O ua ich  fo r  P ip ing Carin Munro

UPPER S IX TH  A -LEVEL PR IZES

Bus iness  S tu d ie s Ksenia Podym akhina

C h e m is try Essam A lkhulifi

C lass ica l C iv ilis a tio n Ellen M cW hirter

C o m p u tin g Vicky Robertson

G e o grap hy Karen Moulds
G erm an Sarah Eddie

S panish Sam antha Gillespie

Upper S ix th  -  H ighers Prizes

B io lo g y  & M a ths Graham Roy

Bus iness  M a n a g e m e n t Philip Brown

C h e m is try  & Physics R obert Clarke

C o m p u tin g Adrian Duthie

G erm an Nick Common

S panish C atriona Dickie

Lower S ix th  Prizes
A r t  & G e o g rap hy Sam ara Johnstone

B io lo g y A m elia Lane

Bus iness  S tu d ie s  & C o m p u te r S tu d ie s Michael A rth u r

C h e m is try K irstie  A itken

Class ics C atriona B issett

E cono m ics Bryce Constable

Eng lish , F rench & H is to ry Sioned Bates

G erm an S tu a rt Scroggie

M a ths  & Physics Stephen Wong

M usic Clare Kelly

P h ilo so p h y Brian McW illiam s

S pan ish Sarah Lyburn

Young E n te rp r is e Helen Sm ith

F ifth  Form Prizes

A rt Gayle A llardyce

B io logy, C h e m is try , G eography,
M usic  & Physics Emm a Rhodes

Bus iness  S tu d ie s Jo  Greer

C o m p u te r S tud ies Jenny McBain

D&T David Coaton

E ng lish Ishbel McFarlane

French Gregor Duncan

G erm an Daniel Hoffm an

H is to ry Hian S tark

L a tin Tom Hine

Law Louise Wallace

M a ths K irsten Mack

Fourth Form Prizes

A rt H arry  Workman

B io lo g y  & C h e m is try Malcolm  Jack

C o m p u te r S tu d ie s  & H is to ry Sarah Herd

D&T C laire M cA rth ur

E ng lish Emma Gordon

French Annabel Gordon

G e o grap hy  & Physics Duncan Lawson

G erm an Robert Henneberg

M aths Edward Law ther

M usic M ary Shaw -S tew art

Third Form
K atie Fitzgerald , Pam ela G arra tt, Jam ie Morrison, Findlay Wallace

E x am in a tio n  re s u lts

This year saw a s ig n ifica n t im p ro vem en t in the  m ain ca tegories  
o f exam ina tion  results. A t A level th e  overa ll pass ra te  was 99 .3% , 
o f w h ich  74 .8%  w ere passes a t g rade A o r B. This rep resen ts  by 
som e m arg in  the  best p e rfo rm an ce  a t A level achieved a t S tra tha lla n  
to  date.

H igher S till exam s a lso un de rw e n t a s ig n ifica n t im pro vem en t 
on last year's  pass rate. 81.2% o f e n tra n ts  ach ieved grades A to  C.

In a d d itio n  GCSE cand id ia tes  achieved the  best ever pe rcentage 
o f passes a t A* and A grades and th e  overa ll pass ra te  a t grades 
A* to  C was 91.3%

Bus iness  M a n a g e m e n t David S tew art






