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C A P T A I N S

Heads of School „
is a c o m b in e d  e f f o r t .  H a v in g  c o m p le te d  o u r  ro le s  as C a p ta in s  o f  S c h o o l t o g e th e r  th is  yea r, w e  h a v e  o p te d  to  p ro lo n g  

th e  th e m e  o f  m u tu a l s u p p o r t  by  w r i t in g  o u r  r e p o r t  in  th e  sa m e  s ty le .

Taking on new responsibility and expectations along 

w ith  all th e  o ther tr ia ls  of your final year a t School is 

not th e  easiest of th ings to do. Not only do you find 

yourself coping w ith  a new t it le  but you also find yourself 

leading a team  of prefects . This year's team  of prefects  

however, has been rea lly  great. Their tim e  and com m itm ent 
has m eant th a t our jobs have been easier and we would really  

like to take th is  opportun ity  to th ank  them  for th a t.

The year has been a successful one fro m  our po in t o f view. 

The num erous successes on the  spo rts  fie lds  illu s tra te  th e  desire 

to  ach ieve and the  sense o f team  m ora le  com m on th ro u g h o u t 

the  School. The s tandard of the  music, dram a and a r t fro m  the 

yea r s im ila r ly  echo the  high standards th a t S tra tha llan  is he lp ing 

to  develop. The pupils are now show ing a genu ine  su p p o rt fo r 

each o th e r and the  sense o f com m un ity  th a t has developed th is  

yea r is te s ta m e n t to  everyone 's hard w ork. We hope th a t th is  w ill 

con tinue  to  be n u rtu re d  and fu r th e r  encouraged.

Our advice to  fu tu re  Heads of School is to  rem em ber to  en joy 

the  year. It w ill inev ita b ly  have its ups and downs bu t those  are 

w hat make the  year un ique and in te res ting . The m ost d iff ic u lt 

th in g  is m a in ta in ing  the  balance be tw een you r academ ic stud ies 

and o th e r com m itm en ts . If you w ork to g e th e r and su p p o rt each 

other, you w ill fin d  a balance is easier to  ach ieve and the  year w ill 

be en joyable . Be warned -  U pper S ix th  goes by very  quickly.

Laura M orley  

S cott M cKinlay
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S T A F F

Staff notes It has  b e e n  a y e a r  o f  c o m p a ra t iv e ly

fe w  s ta f f  c h a n g e s  a lth o u g h  in e v ita b ly  o n e  o r  tw o  c o lle a g u e s  h a ve  m o v e d  on .

A t the  end o f the  A u tum n  Term David A rm ita ge  le ft us to  re tu rn  

to  Cum bria  and a post in charge o f Physics. David made a fu ll 

co n tr ib u t io n  to  the  life  o f the  School as a Physics teacher, as a 

Tutor, and in Hockey and C ricket. His ad m in is tra tio n  and high 

class u m p iring  sk ills  co n tr ib u te d  s ig n ifica n tly  to  th e  success o f 

these tw o  spo rts . A lso a t C hris tm as C am eron H em m ing, ou r GAP 

year s tudent, re tu rn e d  to  A ustra lia  and his c o n tr ib u t io n  to  the  

lives o f the  pupils  in R iley was m uch apprec ia ted . A lways w illing  

to  be involved he was regarded as a fr ie n d  by the  younger pupils.

W hile David and Cam eron re tu rn ed  to  th e ir  hom e areas, Bill 

D uff's  de p a rtu re  to  Kosovo represented a ra th e r d iffe re n t move. 

Bill, whose inde fa tiga b le  e ffo rts  as Housem an have been much 

apprec ia ted  by pupils and sta ff, has re tu rn e d  to  A rm y serv ice  and 

le ft us a t Easter. He w ill be p a rtic u la r ly  rem em bered fo r 

es tab lish ing  th e  24 -h r sponsored run w hich rem ains as a 

te s tim o n y  to  the  ex te n t to  w hich he co n tr ib u te d  beyond his 

no rm al re m it. Sandy Lunan re tu rn s  c loser to  his hom e in Glasgow 

w ith  a job  in D unferm line . A ve ry  good tea che r in th e  Design and 

Techno logy D epa rtm en t, Resident House T u to r in S im pson House 

and M aster i/c of S crip tu re  Union and C harities, Sandy is 

som eone whose p a rtic u la r brand o f caring, ded ica ted  school 

m aste ring  w ill be m uch m issed. He always had tim e  fo r  his pupils, 

fo r the  boys in the  house and was o ften  seen tak ing  a gam e of 

extra  cu rr ic u la r fo o tb a ll o r basketba ll la te  a t n igh t. S teph Dewar, 

w ho cam e fro m  A ustra lia  a fte r  fin ish in g  he r tea che r tra in in g  fo r 

an experience  o f B ritish  education , also leaves us a t th e  end of 

the  S um m er te rm  and we tru s t th a t her w ho le hea rted  e ffo rts  on 

beha lf o f th e  Riley pup ils  w hich have been m uch apprec ia ted  w ill 

have been use fu l p repa ra tion  fo r he r career in teach ing .

At C hris tm as D eird re Raeside stepped down fro m  th e  pos ition  of 

Housem istress in Thornbank. The value o f her e ffo rts  and 

unders tand ing  to  several genera tions o f T hornbank g irls  has 

been qu ite  c lear and Deirdre 's su p p o rt fo r the  g irls  and the  e thos 

crea ted  in T hornbank have been ve ry  m uch apprec ia ted . John 

and Sandra F lem ing have m oved fro m  Riley to  take  over fro m  
Deirdre.

A t the  end o f th e  session Paul S um m ersg ill re linqu ished the  fu ll 

ro le  o f D irec to r o f S tudies in o rde r to  concen tra te  on his o th e r 

com m itm en ts  p a rtic u la r ly  in the  Physics D epa rtm e n t bu t re ta ins 

re sp o n s ib ility  fo r  the  tim e ta b le  and pupil op tions. Adam 

S trea tfe ild -Jam es has taken ove r th e  D irec to r o f S tudies role.

A t the  beg inn ing  o f th e  year we w elcom ed Colin and Am anda 

R aitt; Colin has jo ine d  the  Physics D epa rtm e n t and has been 

involved in th e  CCF and Sailing. Mr Raitt, w ho ta u g h t fo r  e igh t 

years a t a Techno logy College in M iddlesex be fore  his a rriva l at 

S tra tha llan , is also a T u to r in R iley House. A m anda has filled  the  

breach in Reception w ith  ra re  style.

R obert Pickles jo ine d  us as Chaplain du ring  the  course o f the  

S pring te rm . R obert has extensive experience  in th e  m in is try , was 

C hapla in a t Te ttenha ll College, W olverham pton, and P rinc ipa l o f 

th e  Independent Theo log ica l Academ y a t W o lverham pton. During 

th e  S um m er te rm  he has com bined his m in is try  in Avoch w ith  his 

w ork  a t S tra tha llan , bu t becam e res iden t on cam pus at 

S tra tha llan  d u ring  th e  S um m er ho lidays. From fu r th e r  a fie ld  

com es A ndrew  Gordon, w ho has ju s t com ple ted  tw o  years 

teach ing  in Botswana. Andrew, who has a range o f experience as 

an exp ed ition  leader, and in a res iden tia l horse rid ing  cen tre  p r io r 

to  his teach ing  experience in Botswana, jo ins  the  Design and 

Techno logy D epa rtm en t. And ou r teach ing  assistant, who w ill be 

based in Riley House, is K a terina  Vosmekova, a g radua te  in 

English language teach ing , fro m  the  Czech Republic.
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E V E N T S

Speech day.,,

A I se t-p iece school occasions, when th e  g rea t and 

good congregate benignly to  preside over assem blies  

, of parents , pupils and staff, are necessarily  d ifferen t. 
This one was very  d iffe ren t. There was th e  usual procession  

of ta len ted  prize-w inn ers , including John Coull who had 

retu rned for his academ ic ach ievem ents to be recognised as 

deserving th e  award of Dux, some m odestly  approaching th e  

dais, others strid ing  across it, as if to  th e  m anner born; 
parenta l support was as strong and fie rc e ly  supportive  as 

ever; few er s ta ff th an  usual seemed to  have slipped off to  a 

day a t th e  races. The difference was Ronnie C orbett.

For he had been in v ited  as ou r guest o f honour, an in v ita t io n  

th a t he had been d e lig h ted  to  accept a f te r  th e  happy 

experiences o f his nephew s and niece at S tra tha llan . Any fears 

th a t he m ig h t have been v iew ed as a ve te ran  fro m  a go lden  age 

o f te le v is io n  com edy, by the  m ore  y o u th fu l sec tio n  o f his 

audience, had been d ispe lled, w hen inqu iries  revealed th a t he 

was as m uch a househo ld  nam e to  th e m  as he was to  th e ir  

e lders. U n fo rge ttab le , and indeed, u n fo rg o tte n . P a rticu la rly  as, 

fo r once, the  w e a the r was benign, and no em ergency  m easures 

had to  be adopted  to  re c t ify  s to rm  dam age the  n ig h t before.

David P ighills , as C ha irm an o f th e  G overnors, acted  as an 

urbane pres id ing  presence, e ff ic ie n t ly  shepherd ing  us th ro u g h  

each stage o f the  proceed ings, and seem ed o n ly  m a rg ina lly  

o ffende d  when, as he to o k  a s u rre p tit io u s  no te  o r tw o, he was 

accused by his p rin c ipa l guest o f s tea ling  his gags. N ot th a t he 

had any need o f ass is tance in th is  p a rt o f his ro le  as an honest 

b roke r be tw een guest speaker and audience, w h ich  was c lea rly  

show n by th e  a p p re c ia tio n  o f his re nde ring  o f w ha t m ust be the  

o n ly  gag w ith  th e  pu nch line  " th e  M assachussetts In s t itu te  o f 

T e chno lo gy” .

And so to  o u r guest o f ho n o u r who, a fte r  p resen tin g  the  

p rin c ipa l prizes w ith  g rac ious ease, began his speech w ith  a few  

b iog raph ica l de ta ils , in c lud ing  th e  fa c t th a t he had been 

educated  in E dinburgh  a t George H e rio t’s, and th a t he was s till 

a w a itin g  th e  re su lts  o f his H ighers. T ha t was his to p ica l 

re fe re nce  to  S cottish  educa tion  and th e  rest o f his h igh ly  

am using  and hu ge ly  en joyab le  address covered a w ide  range of 

them es fro m  p o litics  and g o lf in g  ta les to  his lo n g -su ffe rin g  

w ife 's  cook ing  ("co rd o n  n o ir") , a ll seem ing ly  o ff  th e  cu ff, bu t in 

fa c t all p a rt o f a c a re fu lly  c ra fted  and en o rm o u s ly  e n te rta in in g  

speech by a g e nu ine ly  fu n n y  and ju s t ly  ce leb ra ted  com edian , 

beh ind whose h u m our th e re  lu rks  a seriousness o f purpose.

The C hairm an c le a r ly  spoke fo r  a ll g e ne ra tions  w hen he 

thanked  Ronnie C o rb e tt fo r  w ha t was apprec ia ted  as a hugely 

ind iv id ua l, possib ly  un ique, p rize -g iv ing  speech. O th e r 

d is ting u ishe d  guests have e a rn e s tly  o ffe re d  w e ll-m ean t advice 

o r m o ra lised  a b ou t w ha t th e y  learned fro m  th e ir  days a t school; 

som e have draw n d id a c tic  conc lus ions fro m  th e ir  d is ting u ishe d  

careers as cap ta ins  o f indu s try , o r lum in a ries  in th e  shades o f 

academ e, to  suggest p leasurab le  o r p ro fita b le  pa ths fo r  the  

fu tu re . Few are rem em bered, un less fo r  th e  w rong  reasons, and 

none w ill be reca lled who tra n s fo rm e d  w h a t is usua lly  a day of 

a ffe c tio n  be tw een speaker and audience. A p p ro p ria te ly , a p u tte r 

was accepted to  m a rk  th a t occasion, and, a fin a l tou ch  as we 

acknow ledged th e  success o f th e  day, it seem ed to  f i t  and 

som ehow  ap p ro p ria te , th a t o u r guest was w earing  b r ig h t 

v e rm ilio n  socks. Thank you fo r  a m em orab le  day, Ronnie 

C o rbe tt, OBE.
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E X A M S

Prizes and 
examination results
P R IZ E S  2 0 0 0
The S m ith  Cup for Head Boy S M cK inlay

The Quaich for Head Girl L R M orley

The Houston P rize  for All Round M erit M E S tring e r 

The Scanlan Cup for M erit L R M orley

The Thomson Salver for A chievem ent J Z itek

The John Fulton M em orial P rize for Overall C ontribution
E R A itkenhead

S tra th a llan  Travelling Scholarships

Dux
The W illiam  Ta tte rsa ll A r t  Prize  

The Robert B arr M em orial P rize  for Music 

The P atrick  Grandison P rize for Strings  

TheW illiam  Pasfield Salver for Music  

The W ilfred Hoare Senior Reading P rize  

The David Bogie P rize for Economics 

The Lord Kincraig P rize for English  

The Richard M offa t P rize  for H istory  

The Robert Rankin P rize  for M athem atics  

CCF Prize
The G ary Rogers P rize  for C reative  W riting L A Lam b 
The M cM aster Quaich for Piping M E S tring e r

The Choir P rize W R Blakey /
B P D a ile y / 
L A Lamb

The Campbell Award for Best All Round S portsm an

S M cKinlay

The Cam pbell Award for Best All Round Sportswom an
A M Laux

R R S Chalm ers /  
K F Percival 

J D Coull 
A J H ickm an 

H E Hunt 

L D K otserog lou  

L R M orley 

L A Lamb 

C D W righ t 

L V C ourt 

N D W hiting  

M E S tring e r 

L V C ourt

U P P E R  S IX T H  - A  L e v e l

Biology L R M orley / French M C J  Combe

F W C hisho lm Spanish R L M H un te r

Business Studies J Z itek Germ an J  Z itek

C hem istry 0  A 1 Lane Geography R J  Garden

D & T E R A itkenhead Physics M E S trin g e r

Politics J Z itek

U P P E R  S IX T H  - H ig h e rs
Biology J R Coaton French K S MacFadyen

Accounting A G ardner Economics J  C hris tie
Germ an L M cCulloch Spanish H F Thom pson
Geography J R Coaton H istory J  C hris tie

Com puting E M Wanless M athem atics L 1 W atson

English J R Coaton D & T H D M A lla n /

J M cDougall

Physics K E M itche ll
Philosophy G Manson

LOWER S IXTH

Young Enterprise C S Bush A rt 1 L Chaussy

Biology L D K otserog lou Economics W B ow ry/

Business Studies K Podym akhina

Business Mgt L E C hisho lm Geography M A Bush

M athem atics A A nton Music C E Dickie
Spanish L D K o ts e ro g lo u /French L A Lam b/

C E Dickie H D W hyte

C hem istry L D K otserog lou  Germ an K S H o ffm a n n /

C. C ivilisation L A Lam b N W Com m on

Com puting P M Brown H istory L A Lamb

English K P odym akh ina / Physics A A n to n /

L A Lam b S J Chapm an

F IF T H  F O R M
Latin C M B issett H istory C M Bisset

Law P 1 Mackie Com puting M G Gordon

A rt H W 1 Gray Geography M G Gordon

Physics M G Gordon French C M Kelly

Business Studies H L Sm ith Spanish S E Bates

C hem istry K E Flem ing Germ an H W 1 Gray

D & T P 1 Mackie M ath em atics  S K Wong

English C M K elly/ Biology A Lane/

C M Bisset C M Bisset

Music T Y Law

F O U R T H  F O R M
A rt G Y A lla rdyce M athem atics  K R Mack

Germ an D H offm ann French G J W Duncan

Spanish J  H Greer Biology L P W allace

Physics T W F Hine Com puting O H P erre t

English R F Joh ns ton e C hem istry C C arpente r

Music R F Joh ns ton e Latin T W F Hine

Business Studies R A A nde rson / Geography C K J a c k /

S A rak ji A S M acDonald
D S. T M L W oodrow / H istory L P W allace/

E D Carm ichael R H S tark

T H IR D  F O R M

A F Drane B Rawlinson M W Jack D J Skinner
R A Henneberg D R C Lawson J D Burgess

E X A M IN A T IO N  R E S U L T S
Pupils once again ach ieved exce llen t resu lts  in th e  sum m er 

exam inations. The A-level pass ra te was 95 -5%  w ith  65 -5%  

ga in ing A-B grades, a s ig n ifica n t increase since last year.

A t AS-level re su lts  w ere even be tter, pup ils  having  ach ieved 

a pass ra te  o f 97 -6%  w ith  71-5% o f these  be ing A-B grades.

In S co ttish  H ighers th e re  was a pass ra te  o f 71-8%, 14-9% 
o b ta in in g  g rade A.

GCSE and S cottish  S tandard Grade resu lts  w ere pleasing w ith  

an A*-C pass ra te  o f 8 7 -8%  fo r GCSE, 38 -5%  o f w hich w ere A*-A.

L A Lam b
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H O U S E  R E P O R T

Riley J u s t  b e fo re  o u r  o ld e r  p u p ils  e m e rg e  f r o m  S tra th a l la n  a n d  ta k e  th o s e  f i r s t  te n ta t iv e  

s te p s  in to  th e  're a l w o r ld ’ , th e y  o f te n  p a u s e  to  r e f le c t  o n  th e i r  P e te r  Pan y e a rs  in  R iley . T h e  p il lo w  f ig h ts  a n d  la te -n ig h t

m a k e -u p  p a r t ie s ,  b u rn t  to a s t  a n d  C o co a  P ops.



H O U S E  R E P O R T

Into th a t world las t sum m er floated our own M ary  Poppins 

in th e  shape of Sandra C artw righ t. The analogies begin to  

m erge and blur but am ongst th e  confusion it would be fa ir  

to  say th a t she soon worked her m agic to  ex traord in ary  

effect and we wonder now how we ever m anaged w ithou t her.

D eparting  a t C hris tm as the  Flem ings to o k  w ith  us th e ir  best 

w ishes as th e y  assum ed re spons ib ility  fo r  T hornbank and le ft 

behind a large num bers o f gaps to  fill. They w ere very  m uch a 

p a rt o f the  h igh ly  successful pastora l team  th a t so reassured 

pupils, pa ren ts and even w e lfa re  inspectors and we wish them  

well as ou r pa ths d iverge  a lbe it w ith in  th e  same school.

Colin and A m anda R a itt fled  n o rth  fro m  th e  n o rth  London 

tra ff ic  to  take  th e ir  places and Dungeons and D ragons was soon 

re -born . No-one rea lly  understands it  and we rem ain  convinced 

th a t Colin makes it  up as he goes a long bu t it f ills  a niche and 

Riley is the  rich e r fo r  it.

We also m anaged to  lose Cam eron H em m ing ou r GAP 

s tud en t who re tu rn ed  to  A ustra lia  in o rd e r to  escape a life  of 

tuck  shop queues, ‘C  gam e and sum m ers co lde r than  an tipodean 

w in te rs . C am eron was rep laced by Steph Dewar to  co n tinue  the  

tra d it io n  o f on ly  em p loy ing  people  fro m  cou n tries  th a t we are 

unable to  beat a t rugby o r cricke t, a po licy  th a t was rad ica lly  

changed w hen in S eptem ber we w elcom ed on board K aterina 

Vosmekova fro m  the  Czech Republic (b u t then  again, perhaps 
no t).

It would  be u n fa ir to  judge  the  year on the  pe rfo rm ances on 

the  spo rts  fie ld . Too m any ind iv idua ls  perhaps and no t enough 

team  w ork  underm ined  m uch o f w ha t was a ttem p ted  th e re  as fa r 

as the  boys w ere concerned and few e r v ic to r ie s  w ere ga ined than 

we would  n o rm a lly  expect fo r th e  ta le n t invo lved. The g irls  did us 

proud on th e  ne tba ll c o u rt w ith  th e ir  best season eve r and were 

p a rticu la r ly  im pressive as hostesses, som etim es m anaging to  pu t 

tea bags in to  the  tea po t as well as ho t water. We miss Emily, 

Am anda and co. bu t life  does seem a lit t le  ca lm er and m ore 

ordered these days.

A v a r ie ty  o f hockey m atches too k  place under th e  du ll 

sardonic skies o f ea rly  Spring w ith  th e  U12s em erg ing  v ic to r io u s  

on m ost occasions w h ils t the  U13s em barked upon a tra n s itio n  

period o f re -bu ild in g  and conso lida tion . A fe is ty  g irls  team  saw 

o ff m any local riva ls  bu t we d id n 't qu ite  make it  in the  Prep 

School Sixes w ith  e ith e r o f the  tw o  team s th is  year desp ite  Mr 

Keir's hero ic e ffo rts .

Mr W alm sley would  have poured the  C hardonnay and 

arranged the  canapes in a d d ition  to  so rtin g  ou t the  music, the  

practices, th e  tab les e tc  on the  n igh t o f o u r in fo rm a l concert, but 

we le ft h im  pacing up and down the  co rr id o rs  like an expectan t

fa th e r ra th e r than  in tru d e  on w hat m a te ria lised  as his, and their, 

exceptiona l success. Many ch ild ren  pe rfo rm ed  w ho m igh t never 

have raised a tre b le  c le f in anger be fore  and the  standard  o f 

p lay ing de fied  expecta tions and renewed ou r fa ith  in 'm us ic  fo r 

a ll'. A tra d it io n  has been bo rn  and a p roud fa th e r draws on his 

cigar.

S um m er too k  place d u ring  a ten day spe ll in May and should 

anyone do ub t th a t blue skies and sunshine were ever seen in 

Scotland th is  year, we have th e  photos to  prove it. We dragged 

the  second fo rm  to  Loch M orlich  w here the  g irls  in p a rtic u la r did 

us proud. The persuasive powers o f Ewan, the  ta ll, blond, 

sun tanned w indsu rfing  in s tru c to r w ere such th a t pup ils  o rd in a r ily  

ove rw he lm ed  by the  p rospect o f p lay ing hockey in so ft d rizz le  

sudden ly flun g  them se lves w illin g ly  in to  the  icy w ate rs fo r  several 

hours a t a tim e . Hopes w ere soon dashed and hearts  broken 

when it  was revealed th a t he was m a rried  w ith  tw o  ch ild ren  but 

by th a t tim e  all sense o f fee ling  had been lost in m any lim bs and 

a d rin k  o f ho t choco la te  was all th a t was craved.

The sum m er cam ps were a g rea t success and I w ill treasure  

fo r  always the  m e m ory  o f M aurits  aw aking ea rly  one m o rn ing  to  

engage in the  fre nz ied  s laug h te r o f te n t -trapped  m idges. Rarely 

has so m uch v io lence be fa llen a sing le  species, but 

re in fo rce m en ts  were soon in ac tio n  and the y  had th e ir  revenge at 

breakfast.

We m anaged to  fa ll o ff o r ou t o f a w ide range of vessels on 

Loch M orlich  and elsew here du ring  those  cam ps and R obert 

developed new techn igues in cycle p ro fic iency  along the  lines of 

‘m anoeuvre, signa l, the n  look behind to  see if you have been h it', 

bu t som ehow  m anaged to  surv ive . Fly fish ing  re tu rn e d  w ith  

several ou tings  to  S andyknow es y ie ld in g  a good catch o f tro u t 

and the  usual a rray  o f knots, fankles and co lo u rfu l vocabulary. 

Kim cast like a p rofess iona l w h ils t R obert and Dougie did not. The 

g u ttin g  sessions were m acabre

The annual bu rn ing  o f sausages on a barbecue took place at 

various tim es th ro u g h o u t the  sum m er and ou r re p e rto ire  

d ive rs ified  w ith  b u rn t chicken, b u rn t ham burgers  e tc  as the  te rm  

and the  year drew  to  a close. A fina l bu rs t o f ene rgy y ie lded  a 

w o n d e rfu l pe rfo rm ance  o f 'B a rnu m ' w ith  Ian A itken 's  s ideburns 

stea ling  the  show desp ite  Lisa B ibby's cho reog raphy and lain 

K ilpa trick 's  p ro fessiona l d ire c tion .

On the  fina l n igh t o f te rm  we e n te rta in e d  those  ab ou t to  

leave o u r N ever-N ever Land to  a tra d it io n a l barbecue, bo n fire  

and sing-song by the  graveyard. As the  old lags le ft, th e ir  seats 

by the  fire s id e  w ere qu ie tly , bu t de te rm ined ly , occupied by 

Jessica, Suzanne, Fiona, 'th e  Lost Boys' e t al. A good yea r to  

com e m eth inks. WAC
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Freeland F ive  b o y s  a n d  I to o k  o u rs e lv e s  o f f  to  w a tc h  th e  E d g b a s to n  T e s t 

d u r in g  th e  h o lid a y s  a n d  th u s  b e g a n  a s u m m e r  t h a t  ha s  b e e n  f i l le d  w ith  A u s tra l ia n s .

THE S T R A T H A L L IA N  2000-2001

On th e  Friday we trave lled  down, we stopped in Glasgow  

and saw th e  final triu m p h an t m om ents of th e  th ree  

halves th a t were th e  Lions'- and th e  courageous 

tran sfo rm atio n  of th e  wallabies th a t saw th em  win th e  next 
th ree  halves (it was a series of six c learly  defined halves) and 

com plete a m aste rfu l v ic tory . To watch th e  A ustra lians play 

sport and to d em o nstra te  th e  kind of guts and determ ination  

th a t wins series has m ade me th in k  a good deal about 
courage.

I th o u g h t th e re  was m uch to  be learned fro m  the  kind o f 

gu ts iness th a t saw S teve W augh f ig h t th ro u g h  in ju ry  in to  the  

F ifth  Test. I th o u g h t th e re  was som eth ing  to  be adm ired  in 

S teve La rkham 's  b a ttle  w ith  his sh o u lde r in ju ry . Most 

n o tab le  fo r  me, however, was th e  d ign ity , th e  se lf-e ffac in g  

g rac iousness o f Pat R a fte r's  w ords in de fea t a fte r  the  

m en's f in a l a t W im bledon. Those w ords w ere no t 

heeded by an A u s tra lia n  w ho sa t next to  us as we 

w atched th e  gam e. The E dgbaston te s t (we had 

ticke ts  fo r  S a turday and Sunday) was ove r on 

S a tu rday a fte rn o o n , ou r econom y tra in  ticke ts  

w ere n o n -tra n s fe ra b le  and we w en t to  th e  S ports  

Cafe in B irm ingham  to  w atch  th e  te n n is  on one 

o f its  one hundred  and tw e n ty  te le v is io n  

screens. There  w ere m any A us tra lia n  fans 

p resen t to  su p p o rt Pat R a fte r and as the  

m atch  w arm ed to  its  u tte r ly  m em orab le  fina l, 

we began to  q u ie tly  m um ble, the n  cry, the n  cheer 

and fin a lly  c ry  aga in  in Ivan isevic 's favour. R a fte r 

was - w asn’t  he? -  p lay ing  aga ins t a lucky has-been 

invested w ith  the  g la m o u r and ephem era l g rea tness o f be ing the  

gods' chosen excep tion  to  sp o rt's  go lden  ru le  th a t th e  best shall 

w in . The te llin g  m o m en t cam e as the  last sho t was played and 

an Aussie s itt in g  a t the  ta b le  next to  us cried  "R afte r, you 're  

ru bb ish ." A t th a t m o m en t I un ders tood  th e  m e n ta lity  th a t makes 

A us tra lia ns  fie rce  and courageous co m p e tito rs . W inning, it 

seems, was all. In th a t fra m e  o f m ind it seem ed to  m e th a t the y  

d id n ’t  know  th e  d iffe re n ce  be tw een th e  courage o f the  loser and 

th e  courage o f th e  w inner, and th e  d e fin ing  m om ents  th a t m ade 

those  d iffe ren ces  clear. Why do we va lue  the  courage o f W illy  

Lom an ra th e r th a n  Howard? Why do we fin d  g rea tness in the  

fin a l de fea t o f M ark A n th o n y  and see som e th ing  ve ry  p o w e rfu l 

bu t ra th e r mean in the  tr iu m p h  o f O ctav ius Caesar. It m igh t be 

th a t life 's  a gam e in w h ich  we, all o f us, face an inev ita b le  de fea t 

and w h a t we b rin g  to  th a t d e fea t and take fro m  it  is as c lose as 

we can ge t to  th e  en du rin g . W hatever it is, it  is all ab ou t 

courage, and no t a b ou t w inn ing , ab ou t th e  n a tu re  o f the  gam e 

we p lay and no t a b ou t the  tro p h ie s  in th e  cab inet.

C ricke t and ru gby  are bo th  ve ry  to u g h  spo rts , and the  

Aussies -  you b e tte r be lieve it. -  are hard. There w ere lo ts  o f 

c lose-ups o f B re tt Lee's snarl and som e u n co m fo rta b le  sho ts  of 

G illespie 's sw ive lling , s ta ring  eyes. S om ehow  it was no t a
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su rp rise  w hen the y  m anaged th e  b reaking  o f Hussain and 

Thorpe 's  finge rs , and n e ith e r was th e  A u s tra lia n  sa tis fa c tio n  a t 

such fin e  aggressive  bow ling . It was in te re s tin g  th a t M cG rath's 

face never qu ite  looked like th a t and w hen Langer was fe lled  by 

a bouncer fro m  Caddick, th e  la tte r looked som ew hat bew ildered . 

W hatever the  case, the  press con tinued  to  w orsh ip  the  w inners 

and even b e litt le d  England's w in  a t H ead ing ly  as an 

"a b e rra tio n " . To be "aw esom e", fro m  th e ir  p e rspec tive  is to  be 

" to u g h " , "m e rc ile ss ", “ m e nac ing ", and above all, w inners. 

A th e r to n  had a po o r and un lu cky  series, and fo r  me the  

proude s t m om ent as an English s u p p o rte r was to  see th e  look o f 

u tte r  de lig h t, o f pure em pa th y  and a d m ira tio n  on A th e rto n 's  

face as B u tche r played th e  last sho t o f his re m arka b le  innings.

W hatever th e  spo rt, cou rage is im p o rta n t, bu t th e  courage 

of th e  w in n e r is som ehow  sha llo w e r tha n  th a t o f th e  loser, and 

on the  day a fte r  the  Ashes to u r was over, A us tra lia ns  w ere 

fac ing  a n o th e r tr ic k y  p itch  and be ing asked to  p lay a w e igh ty  

inn ings. The N orw eg ian  fish ing  vessel, the  Tampa, was o ff

C hris tm as Island w ith  a bo a tload  o f re fugees fro m  S ingapore  

and Indonesia . A us tra lia  is go ing to  be tou gh  and 

uncom prom is ing  v is-a-vis a llow ing  these  illega l im m ig ra n ts  in.

It is a courageous th in g , to  s tand aga ins t so m uch sho rt-p itch e d , 

w o rld w id e  p o litica l d isapprova l and pressure. W hich fo r  the m  

was the  nob les t th in g  to  do? Do th e y  b lock th is  o u t and bu ild  a 

to ta l o r cou ld  th e re  be som e th ing  no b le r in sho u ld e rin g  arm s 

and a llow ing  th is  one to  n ick th e  o ff  stum p? The m e ta p h o r is 

ra th e r ove r-w orked , bu t the n  if s p o rt is to  have any va lue  o th e r 

tha n  e n te rta in m e n t, it o u g h t to  be linked w ith  life  in a s ig n ifica n t 
way.

Boys in Freeland, I ve ry  m uch hope, are encouraged to  w in  in 

the  th in g s  th a t the y  do, and doub tless  th is  has som e th ing  to  do 

w ith  o p p o rtu n it ie s  to  excel. The ‘w in n e rs ’ in th e  House have 

ach ieved a good deal -  and w ith o u t m uch sn a rling . J in d ra  Z itek , 

w ith  4  As a t A-level, 2 As a t AS, and 1 A a t H ighe r seem s like ly  

to  have ga ined Dux fo r  next yea r and som e com pensa tion  fo r  his 

fa ilu re  to  im press O xfo rd  U n ivers ity . C hris W righ t ga ined 4  As 

and secured his place a t C am bridge U n ive rs ity  w ith  his usual 

se lf-dep reca tin g  approach. A llan Hay cap ta ined  the  H ockey 1st 

XI to  an unbeaten  season and th e  S co ttish  Schools cup. There 

w ere va rious  m om ents  o f House w inn in g . AN H a rin g to n  led us to  

ou r second re te n tio n  o f th e  Rowan Cup fo r  S tandards. M ungo 

La ing d ire c te d  the  ju n io rs  to  a success in the  ju n io r play 

c o m p e titio n  in w hich Tom H ine and Ross A nders ach ieved top  

ac tin g  awards. The House re ta ined  the  S w im m ing Gala Cup 

un de r P eter C onstab le 's leadersh ip , w h ile  Ferdi Strasser, M arcus 

Read and A lan Hay won In te r-H ouse  G olf by a c o u n try  m ile. The 

ju n io rs  w on th e ir  Footba ll and H ockey co m p e titio n s . C harlie  

S proat rem ained a lw ays tru e  to  his own ligh ts  and cap ta ined all 

o f Freeland to  the  co m p le tio n  o f an exce llen t year.

It seem ed to  me, however, th a t men have a lways learned 

m ore  in a d ve rs ity  and de fea t tha n  in tr iu m p h . In m any ways 

th e re  w ere lessons to  be learned fro m  how we consp ired  in ou r 

ow n d e fea t in th e  J u n io r C ricke t -  we shou ld  have tru s te d  ou r 

s tre n g th s  ra th e r th a n  try in g  som eth ing  new. There is no do ub t 

th a t we should  have won th e  In te r-h ouse  C ross-C ountry. Honest 

d e te rm in a tio n  and en deavo ur are no t enough, and the  tim e s  we 

live  in should  have ensured th a t we read th e  sm all p r in t o f the  

adm in  do cum en ts  and d id n 't a rr iv e  to  com pete  in tra c k s u it 

b o ttom s. S ports  Day its e lf was so c lose ly  con tested  th a t the  

re su lt s till hung in the  ba lance un til the  co m p le tio n  o f the  fina l 

relay. We did no t w in, bu t sha ring  such a c lose ly  fo u g h t and 

good sp ir ite d  even t was a real p leasure. In th e  heat o f 

c o m p e titio n  S cott M cDonald did no t even know  th a t he was 

invo lved  in th e  J u n io r  V ic to r Lu do ru m  un til he was announced 

as the  w inner.

W hat o f the  real and ta n g ib le  fa ilu res  o f th e  year?

P ersona lly  I was dow ncast w hen ou r in te rp re ta tio n  o f the  tr ia l 

scene fro m  The M erchan t o f Venice did no t seem th e  ‘w in n e r’ in 

th e  judge 's  eye fo r  th e  S en io r House Dram a co m p e titio n . A t the  

tim e  it m ade me fee l th a t a ll th a t S hakespearian rag was 

som ehow  in a p p ro p ria te  fo r  th e  event. But eve ry  so o fte n  I ge t a 

l it t le  flashback, a nice surprise , and I hope we have th e  courage 

to  do som eth ing  s im ila r in the  com ing year. If so I w ill be 

co n te n t, fo r  we w ill have s tre tch e d  o u r im ag ina tio ns  and 

a b ilitie s . W hat o f tho se  w ho did no t m a tch  th e  e n try  

re q u ire m e n ts  o f th e ir  f irs t-ch o ice  u n ive rs ities?  For th e m  (and I 

w en t down a s im ila r pa th  som e th ir ty - f iv e  years ago) the  resu lts  

w ill have been a b it te r  ta s te  o f real fa ilu re . I do no t know qu ite  

w h a t I le a rn t fro m  m ine -  except a real, pustu le -in duc ing , skin- 

redden ing , a lle rg y -s tir r in g  ha tred  o f exa m ina tio ns  -  bu t I know 

I had to  s ta r t aga in  in a ll so rts  o f ways and I know  th a t I 

w o u ld n 't w an t it to  be any o th e r way and th a t I w o u ld n 't be a 

school master.

S im pson, in recen t years, has had tw o  A us tra lia n  

housem aste rs  and th e re  was no m istake  th a t th e y  lived ju s t 

across th e  co u rtya rd  fro m  Freeland. They w ere pa lpab ly  'rea l', 

th e y  w ere tou gh  o p pone n ts  in any ba ttle , and you knew th a t 

"G 'day M ate,”  cou ld  be a p re lude  to  a b ru is ing  e n coun te r th a t 

m ade the  day som ehow  m ore  v iv id . I f irs t m e t B ill W eigall as a 

L o re tto  2nd XV coach w ho was m ost m agnan im ous w hen they 

beat us 5 -  0  in a re a lly  good gam e th a t th e y  ju s t won. You 

m ake yo u r ow n luck d o n ’t  you? Bally and I shared m any a glass 

o f B undeberg, m any a good laugh a fte r  som e in te r-ho use  ba ttles  

th a t w ou ld  have m ade yo u r b lood run  ho t. I seem to  re m em b er 

the  reasons fo r  the  ones we lost ra th e r b e tte r tha n  the  games 

we won. CNC

THE STRATH ALLIAN 2000-2001 9



H O U S E  R E P O R T

Nicol W h ils t w a n d e r in g  th r o u g h  th e  h o u s e  in  m y  la s t  d a y s  as a N ic o lite ,  I s tu m b le d  a c ro s s  

s o m e th in g  o d d . It w as  a t r o p h y  c a b in e t,  a n d  i t  w a s  fu l l .

A glance a t th e  gleam ing silverw are  revealed  

success in a vast a rray  of a c tiv it ie s , 
ranging from  th e  finesse of Senior D ram a, 

to  th e  raw power of th e  Tug 'o War, in d ica tive  of 

th e  w ide-ranging skills w ith in  th e  house.
However, these  tro p h ie s  o n ly  scra tch  th e  surface  

in te rm s  o f revea ling  the  huge a m o u n t o f e f fo r t  th a t 

has been d isp layed by N icol boys bo th  w ith in  the  

House, and in re p rese n ting  th e  school.

Many o f the  boys had been on the  rugby to u r to  

A ustra lia , and re tu rn e d  w ith  v ig o u r fo r  the  new 

season. Even A lex A n ton  m ade an appearance a t p re 

season tra in in g , desp ite  never having played the  

game. This was to  be a com m on the m e  th ro u g h o u t 

the  year, w ith  Alex show ing an un -re len ting  

en thusiasm  in a ll he did.

We w ere re p resen ted  in th e  1st XV by Fraser 

C hisho lm , (v ice -cap ta in ), Fraser M axwell and Colin 

W illiam son. Euan A itkenh ead  also played and was a 

m em ber o f the  Cup squad. Euan O 'D onnell p layed in 

th e  U16 As and showed his p o te n tia l by be ing 

se lected fo r  the  cup squad also. R epresen ta tive  

honours  w ent to  David S tew art and Fraser P hilip  at 

U16 level, and Colin W illiam son a t U18 in the  

Caledonia d is tr ic t. The ju n io r  house team  was
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v ic to r io u s , w ith  a n o tab le  w in ove r old riva ls  R uthven in the  

sem i-fina ls , and a fin e  d isp lay  o f c o n tro lle d  ru gby  un de r the  

leadersh ip  o f Fraser P h ilip  to  see o ff  Freeland in th e  fina l.

The sp ring  te rm  and th e  du s ting  o ff  o f H ockey sticks  was to  

see m ore  s p o rtin g  success. O ur sen io r hockey team  successfu lly  

de fended th e ir  t i t le  aga ins t s tro ng  fa vo u rite s  R uthven. A fte r  a 

tense, scoreless, gam e the  team  held th e ir  ne rve  s u ff ic ie n tly  fo r 

N ick Com m on to  score the  'G olden Goal'; a lth o u g h  it my have 

been lack ing in beauty, it was c e r ta in ly  p rec ious. U nderdogs? We 

th r iv e  in the  ro le . W hat th e  team  m ay have lacked in ind iv id ua l 

b rillian ce , it m ore  tha n  m ade up fo r  in s p ir it . This was an 

a tt itu d e  th a t was again  ev ide n t in th e  re te n tio n  o f th e  cross

co u n try  t it le , a v ic to ry  to  w h ich  ove r h a lf th e  house c o n tr ib u te d . 

Once m ay be fluke , bu t tw ice  in a row  is ind ispu tab le .

We w ere w ell re p resen ted  in the  H ockey 1st XI, w ith  Euan 

A itkenhead , Fraser M axwell, Colin W illiam son and Danny 

H offm ann , desp ite  on ly  be ing in fo u r th  fo rm , be ing re gu la r 

fea tu res. They w ere jo in e d  in th e  v ic to r io u s  S co ttish  Schools 

cup team  by Nick C om m on, Robbie S tew art and Fraser 

P h ilip ,an o the r p rom is ing  fo u r th  fo rm er. T h ro u g h o u t th e  va rious 

age g roups Nicol boys c o n tr ib u te d  grea tly , w ith  C harlie  

Leadbetter, am ongs t o th e rs , s tan d ing  o u t in th e  U-15s.

The sum m er te rm  is no t a tim e  to  be in Nicol if  you are no t 

a fan o f c ricke t, th e  p re d o m in a n t to p ic  o f conversa tion , 

espec ia lly  in the  presence o f Mr F itzs im m ons. We w ere lucky to  

have M a tthew  Ford fro m  B risbane Boys C ollege in the  house. His 

in p u t to  the  1st XI was inva luab le . He was jo in e d  in the  top  team  

by Robbie S tew art, Doc S tew art and W illiam  Bowry. W ith these 

fo u r p ro v id ing  th e  core o f the  S en io r S ixes team , a long w ith  

Euan and Colin, th e  house c o m p e titio n  was secured w ith  a close 

gam e aga ins t R uthven and an easie r v ic to ry  o ve r Freeland in 

th e  fin a l. The 2nd XI was cap ta ined by Nick Com m on to  a good 

season w ith  o n ly  one de fea t, g re a tly  he lped by a vast haul o f 

w icke ts  fro m  S co tt M acfarlane . The ju n io rs  showed signs o f 

em erg ing  ta le n t, w ith  Charles Le a d b e tte r p ro v id in g  pace 

bow ling  in th e  ju n io r  co lts , and Danny H o ffm an  sw ing ing  the  bat 

to  g re a t e ffe c t w hen ta k in g  tim e  o ff fro m  his g o lf in g  exp lo its , 

w here  he rep resen ted  th e  school a t eve ry  o p p o rtu n ity .

The 'o th e r ' m a jo r sp o rt in the  sum m er te rm  is 

A th le tics , an op tio n  taken by o n ly  fo u r m em bers o f N icol.

Despite th e  sm all num bers, these  fo u r w ere s ig n ifica n t m em bers 

o f the  team . Euan O 'D onnell was the  m idd le  V ic to r Ludorum , 

ta k in g  the  sp r in ts  by s to rm , and Euan A itkenhead  cam e o u t on 

top  in a t ig h t  c o m p e titio n  w ith  the  cap ta in  o f school to  becom e 

the  sen io r V ic to r Lu doru m . Both A lex A n ton  and Colin 

W illiam son com peted in th e  S co ttish  Schools cham pionsh ips, 

f in ish in g  fo u r th  and f i f th  in th e ir  re spec tive  events.

We cam e a close second in the  House s tandards 

co m p e titio n , w ith  th e  U pper VI se tt in g  th e  h ighest score o f any 

year g roup in any house. This set up a g re a tly  c o m p e titive

S po rts  day, in w h ich  N icol won th re e  o f the  fiv e  tro p h ie s  on 

offe r. The m ost cove ted o f these  w ou ld  be, acco rd ing  to  ou r 

head o f house, th e  Tug o f W ar Shield. In his house re p o rt last 

year, Mr C ourt spoke o f the  specia l a tm osph e re  th a t su rroun ds  

th is  m ost s im p le  o f events. It is no t m e re ly  th e  e ig h t w ho are 

pu lling  w ho are invo lved , bu t th e  vast ranks o f the  house who 

are scream ing en cou ra gem en t an inch fro m  th e ir  ears.

Success fo r  N icol was no t con fined  to  the  sp o rts  fie ld , and 

th is  yea r saw us su rpassing  even th e  ach ievem ents  o f last yea r 

on th e  academ ic and c u ltu ra l side.

House M usic is a lways a h ig h lig h t in th e  S tra th a lla n  calendar, 

and th is  yea r was no d iffe re n t w ith  an im pressive  s tandard  being 

d isp layed. It was no d isgrace to  miss o u t on th e  s ilve rw a re , and 

the  N icol p e rfo rm a n ce  ce r ta in ly  p rov ided  good e n te rta in m e n t 

and inno va tion , espec ia lly  in the  case o f C harles W ardm an's solo 

pe rfo rm e d  s im u lta n e o u s ly  on th e  p iano and keyboard . The 

ensem ble 's  re n d itio n  o f 'S w eet D ream s’ by th e  E ury thm ics , led 

by W illiam  B ow ry and Euan on vocals, a lso ev inced a g re a t deal 

o f p re p a ra tio n . W illiam  m ust a lso take c re d it fo r  m ou ld ing  a 

ha rdy  crew  o f tw e n ty  in to  a respectab le  choir.

The sen io r house dram a c o m p e titio n  was a n o th e r in w hich 

s tandards w ere ve ry  high, w ith  any one o f fo u r houses having  a 

re a lis tic  chance o f v ic to ry . In the  end, the  N icol pe rfo rm a n ce  of 

a scene fro m  Ben E lton 's p lay 'G asp ing ' was enough to  secure 

th e  judg es ' vote . U nder th e  exce llen t d ire c to rsh ip  o f W illiam  

Bowry, th e  cast o f Euan, A ngus Speirs, Robbie S tew art and 

W illiam  h im se lf pu t on a pe rcep tive  and hum ourous 

p e rfo rm a n ce  th a t was en joyed by all w ho saw it. Thanks m ust 

a lso go to  A lis ta ir  G ardner fo r  his w o rk  backstage. The ju n io r  

d ra m a tis ts  in th e  house w ill, I’m sure, ca rry  on o u r tra d it io n  in 

th is  c o m p e titio n  and th e y  showed th e ir  po te n tia l w h ils t 

p e rfo rm in g  a novel p lay based upon a dead dog, w r itte n  and 

d ire c te d  by Fraser Philip.

The p rob lem  w ith  having a successfu l yea r in 9 9 /2 0 0 0  was 

th a t th e  house had a lo t to  live  up to. Th is was again th e  case 

w hen o u r S en io r deba te rs  em barked upon th e  de fence o f th e ir  

t it le . The team  was unchanged fro m  last yea r w ith  Charles 

W ardm an p a rtn e rin g  O live r Lane, and Angus Speirs pa ir ing  up 

w ith  Colin W illiam son. B oth team s eased th e ir  way to  th e  fina l 

w here  the y  w ere on opposing  sides. In the  end, A ngus and Colin 

w ere ad judged to  be th e  to p  team  and th e  tro p h y  rem ained in 

its  now accustom ed home.

An ho n o u r w h ich  d id no t rem ain  a t home, bu t instead 

re tu rn e d  hom e a fte r  a b r ie f absence in th e  deep recesses of 

T hornbank, was th e  one w h ich  goes to  th e  v ic to rs  o f th e  in te r 

house A cadem ic Challenge. On a Sunny S unday evening, decked 

o u t in H awaiian a tt ire , Fraser, Angus, Euan and Colin to o k  on the  

f in e s t m inds in th e  school and won back th e  revered w a te r gam e 

trophy.

It has been a b rea th less  yea r in N icol, and one w h ich  I shall 

a lways re m em b er as capping five  g rea t years in the  house. This 

run  dow n o f events m ay sound a lit t le  like we are b low ing  ou r 

own tru m p e t, bu t w hy no t?  The boys in the  house have been 

tire le ss  in th e ir  e ffo r ts  on a ll fro n ts , and I o n ly  w ant th a t to  be 

recognised. The headm aste r has a lw ays said th a t we m us t.a im  

h igh in o rd e r to  ach ieve ou r goals, a ph ilosophy w h ich  appears 

to  have been taken on board.

Of course, success is no t possib le w ith o u t sup po rt. The 

T u to ria l team  o f M r Ross, Dr Tod, Mr K itson and espec ia lly  Mr 

F itz im m ons and Mr Giles are to  be thanked fo r  th e ir  endless 

c o n tr ib u t io n  o f tim e  and e ffo r t ,  w h ich  goes fo r  the  insa tia b le  

Davina, Bess e t al as w ell. One o f th e  las ting  m em ories  I w ill take 

o f my tim e  in N icol invo lves th e  b reak-tim e  r itu a l: "DOMINIC.

GET THAT ROOM TIDIED." Colin W illiam son
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Ruthve n The Housemaster
Wee, w ith  18 m on ths  under my be lt I can 't be lieve th a t I am s till 

in one piece. I th in k  it  has been a good year fo r  the  House and I 

tru s t th a t the  a rtic le s  w ritte n  by various year g roups are a 

te s tim o n y  to  th is  good year. It has been a year in w hich Ann and I 

have grow n to  rea lly  en joy the  boys in the  House and I fee l th a t 

we have go t to  know some of the m  rea lly  well. Of course you can 

on ly  ge t to  know the  boys as well as th e y  w ill allow, bu t I tru s t 

th a t th e y  are  all now fee ling  th a t we are p a rt o f the  Ruthven 

fam ily.

On th is  sub ject, we co n g ra tu la te  Mr More Tod on his m a rriage  

to  Abi Mason in th e  sum m er and we also w elcom ed M r Paul 

V a llo t to  the  tu to r  team  fo r th e  fo r th c o m in g  yea r and ho pe fu lly  

m any to  com e. Paul also tied  the  kno t in the  sum m er and we 

w ish him  and C atherine  m any years toge the r. May I take th is  

o p p o rtu n ity  to  tha nk  Mr N igel S m ith  fo r his w ork  in the  

house and m ay I w ish h im  w ell in Thornbank fo r  2 n igh ts  

per week (p o o r chap w ith  all those girls...).

Thank you too, to  the  M atron  and he r team  o f m e rry  

* c leaners fo r  the  tim e  the y  spend c lean ing up a fte r ou t 

boys. A lth o u g h  o u r a p p rec ia tion  is no t always ev iden t it  is 

m ost d e fin ite ly  the re . Thank you too  to  the  v is itin g  tu to rs  

who spend va luab le  tim e  w ith  the  boys; yo u r assistance is 

g ra te fu lly  apprec ia ted . F inally a w ord o f thanks to  Ann fo r 

her pa tience and unders tand ing . AW

12

Introduction
When I was f irs t asked to 

produce a House re p o rt fo r 

the  school m agazine I 

th o u g h t no th ing  o f it; ju s t 

a n o th e r task  th a t would 

be pushed aside and 

le ft fo r a ra iny day. 

This was, 

u n fo rtu n a te ly , the  

beg inn ing  o f May, 

w hich was to  be
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the  h o tte s t m on th  o f the  year w ith  te m pera tu res  in A viem ore  

exceeding those  in Barcelona. The d is tin c t lack o f "ra in y  days" 

m eant th a t th e  re p o rt was all bu t fo rg o tte n  a b o u t.......un til today.

It is now the  last week in June, and tem pera tu res  are, once 

again, soaring and I cannot help but feel s o rry  fo r  m yse lf as I 

look ou t o f the  window. The Earn Valley, as I see it fro m  my room, 

is looking m ore like the  French R iviera in m id-sum m er 

than...w e ll...the French R iviera in m id-sum m er.

So it is now th a t I fin a lly  ge t to  use the  powers o f de lega tion  

to  ensure th a t we ge t p roper look inside R uthven House. As I go 

ou t and en joy the  Earn va lley in its  fine s t ho u r I w ill leave you all 

in the  capable hands o f the  se lect few, who have been chosen to  

give a b r ie f account o f th e  year th ro u g h  the  eyes o f each year 

group. Max

III Form
The III Form in Ruthven had grea t fun th is  year tak ing  pa rt in 

m any ac tiv itie s  spo rting  and academ ic. Most o f these ac tiv itie s  

we did w ith  ou r IV Form. In the  firs t te rm  ou r III Form were taken 

to  Loch Laggen w ith  som e o f ou r LVI; we cam ped ou ts ide  and 

genera lly  had a good tim e .

The main spo rt in the  f irs t team  is Rugby and in J u n io r In ter- 

House Rugby we were m issing m ost o f the  IV Form th a t were 

supposed to  be in ou r team . We played well even tho ugh  we 

fin ished up last bu t we did no t mind.

In the  second te rm  Mr W att as o u r year g roup  tu to r  too k  us 

ou t G o-carting, w hich was g rea t fun . A fte rw a rds  we w en t to  

Pizza Hut.

In the  f irs t ha lf o f th e  hockey te rm  we ended up com ing 

second to  Freeland in th e  fina l. We also had In ter-H ouse Football 

w here we came th ird  bu t in th a t we had a lo t o f fun  in these 

games. In th e  second h a lf we had In ter-H ouse O u tdoor Hockey. 

This was good because we won and also had grea t fun .

In th e  th ird  and fin a l te rm  we won ou r f irs t  c ricke t m atch 

aga inst Freeland and progressed to  th e  fina l aga inst N icol, 

w hich we w ent on to  w in convinc ing ly . In ou r In te r-H ouse J u n io r 

plays we pu t in a fun ny  pe rfo rm ance , w hich m anaged to  am use 

the  audience, and Max S tew art picked up one o f th e  "B est 

A c to r"  awards fo r  R uthven. Even tho ugh  we had exams in the  

last fo u r weeks o f te rm  we had a nice break w ith  IV Form we 

w en t to  go rge w alk ing  w hich was cool even tho ugh  th e  w a te r 

was a b it cold.

To sum up, th is  year has been good fo r  o u r III Form w ho have 

rea lly  enjoyed th e ir  f irs t year in Senior School. M Jack

I V Form
IV Form is the year in w hich teachers te ll you to  ge t down to 

w ork because it is the  f irs t year o f the  tw o-year GCSE course. 

Having com pleted the  f irs t yea r and ove r ha lf o f th e  syllabus the  

IV Form has had to  work, bu t it has been a good year. The main 

change between III Form and IV Form in R uthven is th a t you get 

you r own study, w hich we were all looking fo rw ard  to. A fte r a 

year of having a room  we have com e to  th e  conclusion th a t we 

probab ly  spend m ore tim e  in som eone else's s tudy than  we do in 
ou r own.

W ith the  help of the  III Form we have had an exce llent yea r in 

sport, a year in w hich we won the  In ter-H ouse Hockey and 

Cricket, beating Nicol in the  fina l both. O ther m em bers o f IV 

Form have also com peted in Tennis and A th le tics  fo r  th e  house.

IV Form have also com peted in In ter-S chool spo rt in a w ide 

va rie ty  o f a c tiv itie s  inc lud ing  rugby, hockey, c ricke t and tennis.

A fte r som e persuasion and all round nagging on ou r p a rt we 

fin a lly  convinced Mr S alisbury (ou r tu to r)  to  take us on a 

weekend ou ting . W ith the  help o f Mr Watt, Mr S a lisbury and a few  

others, a tr ip  to  A be rfe ldy  was planned. Camping and Canyoning

were on the  agenda and we set o ff on the  14th o f June  w ith  high 

expecta tions. A ve ry  en joyab le  weekend was to  fo llow  and 

everyone go t a good feel o f th e  sub-zero tem pera tu res  o f the  

typ ica l Scottish  m ounta in  s tream . We all cam e back com ple te ly  

exhausted and dread ing the  fo llow ing  M onday m orn ing .

Overall th is  has been an en joyab le  bu t cha lleng ing year. I feel 

we have all coped w ith  th is  cha llenge and are ready to  take on 

the  next one. C Jack M Woodrow

V Form
In te rm s o f In ter-H ouse ach ievem ent Ruthven V Form was not 

much involved, due to  ou r inhe ren t inep titude  and pressure of 

exte rna l exams. Indeed, it is th e  pressure o f these exams, fo r 

w hich we have worked so hard, th a t has cu rta iled  th is  report. 

However, m em bers o f th e  V Form have made good co n trib u tio n s  

to  J u n io r House Hockey, Clay Pigeon S hooting, Inter-H ouse 

Tennis, In ter-H ouse Drama, In ter-H ouse Academ ic challenges, 

Golf, Sw im m ing, Cross C oun try  and A th le tics . Despite no t being 

represented hugely  in these a c tiv itie s , the  Ruthven V Form boys 

did well.

We had a good year, h o pe fu lly  passed o u r exams and look 

fo rw ard  to  VI Form eagerly. Calum Emslie

VI Form
A fte r 5 years o f Ruthven House we have fin a lly  made it to  Upper 

Sixth. We have been one of the  few  years th a t has grow n in 

num bers th ro u g h o u t in sen io r school. Back in the  days of III 

Form, we were d iv ided in to  the  tw o dorm s, one w ith  six o f us and 

the  o th e r w ith  seven. Being such a large year it would be 

im possib le fo r  the  last five  years to  pass w ith o u t the re  being 

som e degree o f fr ic t io n  w ith in  the  group. When we all came 

to g e th e r the re  was qu ite  an even balance between the  boys and 

those com ing fro m  Riley. The Riley Boys' were sp lit as evenly as 

possib le between the  dorm s so as to  e lim in a te  any hostility . As 

crue l as young boys can be (and believe me, tha t's  crue l), the re  

was ha rd ly  ever any serious upset. Even w ith  people com ing from  

such places as Jaka rta , Japan, Kenya, Syria and even a few  fro m  

Scotland, the  g roup bonded instantly . Freddie w ill never be 

fo rgo tten , be it fo r  his jugg ling  skills, his s trange likeness to  a 

m onkey when in th e  m idd le  o f the  n igh t you would see him  

leaping fro m  bed to  bed o r even fo r his fam ous to rch  show...

Then the re 's  Z ippy w ho w ill always be rem em bered fo r  being... 

w e l l ... Zippy, and fo r  those  o f us fro m  do rm  57 how w ill we ever 

fo rg e t Koowy's sleep ta lk ing  -  G ilbert and his b l* *d y  boots.

Than in IV Form we were jo ined  by Greg, who, I th in k  it is safe 

to  say, enjoyed his f irs t day in S tra th ; and by Brian who had 

everyone confused when, a fte r a couple o f m onths, the  bleach 

grew ou t and everyone go t to  see his na tu ra l ginger. The group 

stead ily  grew w ith  the  next ad d ition  being Girv, w ith o u t whom 

th e  m usical tastes o f the  m a jo rity  o f Ruthvenites would be 

d ras tica lly  d iffe ren t.

Everyone had th e ir  b it to  say and had gu ite  an in fluence on 

th e  g roup as a whole . In ou r fina l year all e igh teen o f us, w ith  the 

end in sight, s ta rted  to  realise ju s t w ha t we were about to  leave 

behind. The idea of having to  pay fo r tax is  and nego tia te  w ith  a 

bank m anager ra th e r than  ge tting  s Bursar's ch it is rea lly 

daunting . Well, it's tim e  to  say goodbye to  the  e igh teen UVI fro m  

Ruthven House. The year has been a good one to  leave on. The 

highs m assive ly ou tw e igh  the  lows, I'm  sure everyone w ill agree. 

Good luck to  all in w hatever the y  do and w herever the y  go. Max

The Earn Valley, as I see it  from  m y room, is looking more 
like the French Riviera in m idsum m er than ... w e ll... the French 
Riviera in mid-summer.

THE STRATH ALLIAN 2000-2001



H O U S E  R E P O R T

Simpson M y f i r s t  a n d  a b id in g  m e m o ry  o f  ta k in g  o v e r  as  H o u s e m a s te r  o f 

S im p s o n  c a m e  f r o m  a n e w  th i r d  fo r m e r  w h o m  I w a s  s h o w in g  a ro u n d  th e  h o u s e  d u r in g  th e  s u m m e r  h o lid a y s . I to o k  h im  

in to  th e  f r e s h ly  p a in te d , b u t  a t  th is  p o in t  p la in  a n d  b a re  III F o rm  d o r m ito r y  a n d  a ske d  h im  i f  he  lik e d  th e  p ro s p e c t  o f  l iv in g  

h e re  in  S e p te m b e r. H is  re p ly  w a s  to ta l ly  s p o n ta n e o u s  a n d  a l i t t le  u n e x p e c te d , "C o o l! "  he  c r ie d . " I t 's  ju s t  lik e  th e  h o u s e  in 

B ig  B ro th e r ! "

Perhaps th e  parallels between s ta rtin g  a t boarding 

school and th e  rea lity  TV  phenomenon of last sum m er 

are m ore th an  ju s t passing: both are m icro
com m unities, relying on th e  inhab itan ts ' working to g eth er  

and gettin g  along w ith  each other, both highlight the  

flashpoints th a t ex ist when people fail to  do so. However, 
unlike th e  T V  a lte rn a tive , th ere  are no w eekly ev ictions and 

no cash prize a t th e  end to  th e  successful individual who 

stays th e  course.
This has indeed been a year o f change fo r a ll the  m em bers of 

S im pson, no t on ly  have th e y  had to  adapt to  th e  various 

id iosyncras ies o f a new housem aster, bu t we also said fa rew e ll to  

som e long -serv ing  m em bers o f s ta ff. It was w ith  g rea t sadness 

th a t S im pson said goodbye to  Grace Davison, M a tron fo r  some 

e ig h t years and to  her r ig h t hand wom an, Ella. Yet it was w ith  

g rea t jo y  th a t we w elcom ed the m  back to  the  end o f te rm  

C hris tm as party, w here the y  received a p resen ta tion  on beha lf o f 

the  House and the  boys, past and present, fo r w hom  the y  have 

done so m uch, p lay ing such an im p o rta n t ro le in the  lives of 

countless S im pson ians who have passed th ro u g h  th e ir  care. We 

w ish bo th  o f them  a long and happy re tire m e n t. We have also 

w elcom ed som e new faces around House in the  fo rm  o f Debbie 

Wood, who too k  ove r as M atron, a long w ith  Kate and A ileen, who 

have bo th  jo ine d  the  team  and no t fo rg e tt in g  C laudia, w ho gave 

s te rlin g  serv ice  as a c leaner on the  top  f lo o r fo r ha lf a te rm .

And so to  the  year in m ore de ta il. The f irs t m ain event o f the  

au tum n te rm  was House Music w here th e  cho ir was v ic to r io u s  fo r 

th e ir  re n d itio n  o f a ba rbershop a rrang em e n t o f 'W alking in the  

o f th e  ly rics  w ere o f guestionab le  quality,

the  overa ll pe rfo rm ance  was tu n e fu l and well executed in fo u r- 

p a rt harm ony, show ing a g rea t sense o f tea m w ork  and purpose. 
The solo item  was ca rried  by M ark S tring e r; w ho m ixed anc ien t 

and m odern  by p lay ing the  bagpipes ove r a techno  backing track, 

com posed by h im se lf. The ensem ble was a rock band under the  

d ire c tio n  o f Chris B a lfou r and A las ta ir H ickm an. Despite being 

beset by last m inu te  illness, th e y  gave a good account o f the  

Radiohead song 'K arm a P olice ’, w ith  David Chalm ers stand ing  in 

as voca lis t a t lite ra lly  m inu tes ' notice.

S taying w ith  th in g s  cu ltu ra l, th e re  c lose ly  fo llow ed Senior 

House Drama in w hich we p e rfo rm ed  a cu t-dow n vers ion  o f 

Bouncers by Joh n  Godber. This was a punchy b lack com edy 

te llin g  th e  ta le  o f fo u r bouncers, th e ir  tr iu m p h s  and 

sho rtcom in gs  set in e igh ties ' c lub land. A b ly acted by Fraser 

Niven, A ndrew  Mack, S teve S m ith  and Ken Mackenzie, it  was a 

de fin ite  crow d pleaser, w hich, like all 'd ram a ahead o f its  tim e ' 

na rro w ly  fa iled  to  im press the  judge  to  the  sam e degree.

However, Fraser received an award fo r best ac to r and the  w hole  

piece, d irec ted  by Neil W hiting  and S tu a rt O liphan t was a n o the r 

ob je c t lesson in co llab o ra tive  w ork ing , w ith  back stage su p p o rt 

fro m  M ark S tringer, R ichard B lakey and R ichard Webb. Insp ira tion  

fo r  set design was prov ided by David Parker.

The au tum n te rm  also saw ju n io r house rugby sevens. A 

sp irite d  f ig h t was pu t up by all the  team , w ith  m any players who 

w ere p laying sevens fo r  th e  f irs t tim e , under the  cap ta incy  o f 

G regor Duncan and A la s ta ir Mather. A lthou gh  we fa iled  to  take 

the  spoils, end ing up th ird , th e re  w ere good pe rform ances, 

p a rtic u la r ly  in the  one recorded v ic to ry  aga ins t Ruthven. In 

H ousem aste r's  Music, m any o f the  House too k  pa rt, g iv ing
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s ta lw a rt serv ice to  the  Chapel Choir and o rchestra . W ith pa rties  

and the  end o f te rm  Carol Services, so drew  to  an end a hectic, 

ye t w o rth w h ile  te rm . New pupils le ft fo r the  ho lidays old hands, 

and old hands le ft w ith  a c lea re r sense of the  expecta tions and 

respons ib ilitie s  th e ir  new rank dem anded.

The spring  te rm , tra d it io n a lly  fille d  w ith  tr ia l exams and the  

feve rish  p repa ra tion  o f coursew ork, s till had its  m om ents o f ligh t 

re lie f. In the  in te r-ho use  cross c o u n try  adm irab le  tim es were 

recorded by S cott McKinlay, Fraser Niven, Steve Sm ith  and 

G regor Duncan, w h ils t the  team  cam e fo u r th  overa ll. In the  in te r

house hockey again, th o ugh  we fa iled to  make the  fina ls  of e ith e r 

the  ju n io r o r sen io r com petition s , a good account was given by 

bo th  team s. However, sp o rtin g  success did com e in the  fo rm  of 

the  S im pson five-a-s ide  team , '6 -6 -7 ' (I), who were undefea ted  in 

the  in tra -schoo l league. F u rthe r success was to  fo llow  fo r  ou r 

deba ting  team , n a rro w ly  de fea ted  by Nicol in the  fina l o f the  

sen io r co m p e titio n , in w hich A ndrew  Mack and Fraser Niven 

d isplayed co n fid e n t and sty lish  o ra to rica l skills. The House was 

w ell represented on the  ski slopes by H arry  W orkm an and Simon 

Erdal, bo th  o f w hom  represented  S tra tha llan  in a v a r ie ty  o f in te r

school m eets. All th is  e ffo r t  and ach ievem ent in the  sho rtes t 

te rm  of the  academ ic year, ended w ith  the  w hole-school 

pe rfo rm ance  o f Godspell in w hich a p rinc ipa l p a rt was taken by 

David Chalm ers and sup p o rtin g  ro les by Mark S trin g e r and J-J 

Chalm ers.

The Chalm ers b ro th e rs  w ere also ve ry  m uch invo lved in one 

o f the  successes o f the  sum m er te rm . They recorded an am azing 

s ix ty -five  laps between the m  in the  24 -hou r C harity  Run to  help 

ensure th a t th e  Laundry  Shop trophy, a long w ith  the  shie ld fo r 

the  m ost overa ll laps, stayed a n o th e r yea r in the  S im pson tro p h y  

cab inets. S porting  spo ils w ere a lm ost ours in tenn is, when the  

team  com pris ing  Neil W hiting, R ichard Webb, A ndrew  Mack and 

A lis ta ir M a ther w ere n a rro w ly  beaten in the  fina l of the  

co m p e titio n  by Ruthven. The sam e goes fo r  the  house g o lf team : 

Dougie Bennet, David Chalm ers, S co tt M cK in lay and Sim on Erdal, 

w ho pu t up a good show in the  in te r-ho use  co m pe tition , w h ils t 

again fa iling  to  ge t th a t e lusive w in.

N evertheless, v ic to ry  was to  be ou rs on S ports  Day, w hen our 

a th le tes  secured a fin e  w in and kept the  crowd on te n te rh o o ks  

r ig h t up un til the  fina l m om ents. A t the  ha lf way stage, S impson 

lay in fo u rth  place. However, w ith  on ly  the  re lays to  be run, any 

one o f th re e  houses w ere in con ten tio n  to  w in. Pow erfu l 

pe rfo rm ances by all ou r runners  m eant th a t the  w inn ing  cup 

stayed w ith  S im pson fo r a n o th e r year. Special m en tion  should be 

made o f S co tt M cK inlay who, as capta in , led by exam ple and won 

all his races. S co tt also fin ished  o ff his tim e  a t S tra tha llan  w ith  

na tiona l honours  in a th le tics , com peting  w ith  success in several 

na tiona l m eets ove r th e  course o f the  year. His is c lea rly  a name 

w o rth  w atch ing  ou t fo r in the  fu tu re  and we have been g ra te fu l 

fo r his various c o n tr ib u tio n s  ove r the  years. O ther spo rtsm e n  of 

prom ise were S tu a rt Scroggie, Jaegan Henry, G regor Duncan and 

R obert H enneberg who, to g e th e r w ith  th e  rest o f the  squad, 

played a v ita l p a rt in a w e ll-earned v ic to ry .

The III Form too k  to  the  stage, tak ing  p a rt in the  Ju n io r 

House Drama C om p e tition . In a devised scrip t, the  ob jec t o f 

w hich was to  in co rpo ra te  the  phrase " It 's  a dead dog !", w rite rs

A ndrew  Mack and Tim  H iggins, did a m a s te rfu l job . This was ab ly  

m atched by the  q u a lity  o f ac ting  fro m  all concerned. In th is  

e leg an tly  c ra fted  social satire , insp ira tion  was drawn fro m  Big 

Issue vendors and a se ldom -sigh ted  phenom enon around 

S impson -  the  Cum bria! N otable pe rfo rm ances cam e fro m  Tom 

Gray, A las ta ir M a the r and S im on Erdal (th e  Big Man's in te rp re te r), 

w ith  cho reog raphy by the  fle e t-fo o te d  Adam  A rakji. Yes, you 

guessed it we did no t w in. Partly, I feel, because ou r an tipodean 

judge  s tru gg led  w ith  the  a u th e n tic  G laswegian accents. 

Nevertheless, th is  was an encourag ing  e ffo r t  and evinced a good 

sense o f co llab o ra tion  betw een sen io rs and jun io rs .

Speech Day punctua ted  th e  beginn ing o f ha lf te rm  and, w ith  

it, num erous appearances by S im psonians. Old boy, Joh n  Coull 

(S 00), was awarded Dux and no few e r than  eleven m em bers of 

the  House fo llow ed in co llec tin g  bo th academ ic sub jec t prizes 

and o th e r d is tinc tio ns , presented by the  com edian and actor, 

Ronny C orbett. In m a tte rs  academ ic, I would like to  record o th e r 

no tab le  successes: M ark S tr in g e r secured a place a t Peterhouse, 

C am bridge to  read Engineering, w ith  fo u r As a t A level. M athieu 

Gordon ach ieved s tra ig h t A* a t GCSE and Howard Gray a s im ila r ly  

im pressive set o f resu lts, ea rn ing  bo th boys Academ ic Half 

Colours.

To the  hard w o rk in g  tu to rs , K a trina  and I w ould  like to  extend 

o u r thanks fo r th e ir  pa tience, su p p o rt and good hu m our -  he lp ing 

to  get the  best ou t of th e ir  tu tees  by fa ir m eans o r fou l. It is also 

w ith  reg re t th a t we say goodbye to  Mr Lunan who, a fte r five  

years as res ident tu to r, is o ff to  D un fe rm line  to  seek a new set of 

cha llenges in a large day school. Sandy has w orked tire le ss ly  fo r 

S impson du ring  those five  years: runn ing  house bank and tuck  

shop, to g e th e r w ith  th e  w eekly  r itu a l of 'A stro  Footba ll' on ly  

scra tch the  surface  o f his c o n tr ib u tio n . His qu ie t unders tand ing  

and down to  ea rth  approach d is tingu ishes him  as p a rt o f th a t all 

to o  rare breed -  the  S choo lm aster - and I know th a t he w ill be 

sore ly  m issed. Both he and A lison take ou r ve ry  best w ishes fo r 

the  fu tu re  and sincere thanks fo r  all Sandy has done to  sm ooth  

the  passage of S im psonians past and present.

So how has a yea r in the  Big B ro th e r House been?

E xhausting - yes. Challeng ing - undoub ted ly. Rewarding - 

absolute ly. It has been a g rea t p leasure tak in g  ove r and w ork ing  

w ith  th e  boys o f S impson; w atch ing  the  year take shape and 

shape the  ind iv idua ls  who make it up, bo th  a t the  sam e tim e . 

Ine v itab ly  a re p o rt such as th is  m eans saying good bye to  people 

as the y  m ove on to  new experiences: to  the  upper VI Form, thank  

you fo r  you r help and su p p o rt ove r the  year and good luck in 

w ha teve r you r fu tu re  brings. Please keep in touch . To Neil, as 

Head o f House and the  o th e r House P re fects -  tha nk  you fo r 

he lp ing ou t the  new boy and keeping the  house runn ing  

sm ooth ly . To the  rest o f the  boys, you m ay recall my saying at 

the  s ta r t o f the  yea r th a t w ith  a new housem aster com es the  

o p p o rtu n ity  to  s ta r t again and make a renewed e ffo r t to  fu lf il 

you r p o ten tia l. C ong ra tu la tion s  - m ost o f you w ere successfu l in 

ach iev ing ju s t th a t. However, un like Big Brother, S im pson is a 

re a lity  show w ith  the  em phasis on real. A synonym  fo r  real could 

be tru e  and if th is  is so, stay tru e  to  yourse lves in w ha teve r you 

do; e ith e r next year a t S tra th  o r in the  cha llenges w hich lie 

ahead. IW K
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Thornbank N o s o o n e r  w e re  w e  b a c k  f r o m  th e  s u m m e r  th a n  H o u se  

M u s ic  w a s  lo o m in g  o n  th e  h o r iz o n  a n d , a f t e r  a fe w  fa ls e  s ta r ts  (h m m ..) ,  th e  c h o ir  b e g a n  to  ta k e  s h a p e .

Under th e  e n th u s ia s tic  tu te la g e  of V ic k y  R obertson, 

who also won best solo fo r 'K illic ra n k ie ' (voice), 

Thornbank took th e  overall aw ard , helped by a 

pow erful ren d itio n  of 'B lues in B f la t ' from  th e  ensem ble . 

Being M rs. Raeside's las t te rm  in charge, th is  was, we all 

fe lt p a rt ic u la r ly  ap p ro p ria te .

On th e  d ram a fro n t, G eorg ia  M anson was aw arded Best 

A ctress, de sp ite  f i l l in g  in a t th e  las t m in u te  in 'The  S team ie ' 

d u rin g  th e  S e n io r House C o m p e titio n . The A u tu m n  te rm  play, 

'A b iga il's  P arty ,' saw V icky  R oberson and A im i Gdula in lead 

ro les. T h o rn b a n k  a lso m ade a big c o n tr ib u t io n  to  th e  m ain 

schoo l play, 'G odspe ll,' as A m e lia  Lane to o k  th e  m a in p a rt, to  

g re a t acc la im . Else w he re  C arin  M unro  c o n tin u e d  her 

im p ress ive  run  o f tro p h ie s  fo r  p ip in g .

Th is yea r was a n o ta b le  one fo r  s p o r t in T h o rn b a n k , as we 

won m o st o f th e  House C o m p e titio n s  a g a in s t W ood lands. In 

th e  S w im m ing  S tandards  a fte r  p o in ts  had to  be re co u n te d , due 

to  th e  fa c t th a t it looked like  T h o rn b a n k  had bea ten  eve ry  

house it  cam e to  th e  con c lu s io n  th a t we had. Th is be ing  the  

f irs t  tim e  eve r a g ir ls  house had won. S po rts  day cam e qu ick ly  

fo r  T h o rn b a n k  ( t oo  q u ic k ly  if you ask som e o f th e  g ir ls ) bu t 

eve ryo n e  pu t a huge a m o u n t o f e f fo r t  in to  it  and T h o rn b a n k  

even m anaged to  bea t W ood lands in th e  tu g  o' w ar w h ich  was 

w ell deserved  a f te r  a few  yea rs  o f d e fea t. T h o rn b a n k  g irls , 

Anna M acDonald  and Karen M c A rth u r re sp e c tive  ju n io r  and 

se n io r V ic tr ix  L o do ru m .

For in d iv id u a l ach ie ve m e n t on th e  sp o rts  f ie ld  we had A nn- 

Lou ise  B readen, A nna M acD onald , K a tie  F lem ing , M im i Bush
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and T isi Bush all in th e  S co tland  R ounders team s. Je n n y  Hay 

won he r p lace in th e  S co tland  H ockey team  and was p lay in g  

fo r  th e m  o ve r th e  su m m e r in Ire land  and G erm any. M elissa 

P ipe r re p re se n te d  th e  B ritis h  Y outh  Ski tea m  and sk ied  fo r  

th e m  in Tu rkey and th e  Czech R epublic .

Th is yea r e ve ryo n e  d id  e x tre m e ly  w e ll in th e ir  exam s, in 

p a rticu la r, A m e lia  Lane and K a tie  F lem ing  fo r  th e ir  GCSE's. On 

speech Day m any in th e  house re ce ived  p rize s  w ith  Lou ise  

Lam b re ce iv in g  e ig h t.

As th e  ye a r w e n t on T h o rn b a n k  was kep t e n te rta in e d  w ith  

p a rties , BBQ's and ea r-a ch in g  K araoke n igh ts . In p a rtic u la r , the  

tu to rs  p u t on an e xce lle n t p e rfo rm a n c e  a t th e  C h ris tm as  p a rty  

and Holly, A m e lia  and K irs tie 's  leav ing  song fo r  Mrs Raeside 

w ill be re m e m b e r by all.

So w ith  Mrs Raeside leav ing  and th e  F lem ings  a r r iv in g  

T h o rn b a n k  had an e x tre m e ly  successfu l and d ive rse  yea r ab ly  

s u p p o rte d  by th e  tu to rs  M orag and he r tea m  and th e  p re fe c ts  

M im i Bush and Louise Lam b

Once w e'd g o t o ve r th e  exh a u s tio n  o f m o v in g  house a t 

C h ris tm as  it was tim e  to  th in k  a b o u t T h o rn b a n k  House. We 

had som e n o tio n s  o f w h a t to  e xp ec t and we w ere re ady  fo r  

a n y th in g !

The f i r s t  th in g  we had to  do was lea rn  a ll a b o u t th e  d a y -to - 

day ro u tin e s . We w ere  soon c o rre c te d  if  we tr ie d  to  pu t 

som eone  to  bed a t th e  w ro n g  tim e  o r ask th e m  to  s ign in fo r  

lunch  w hen th e y  w ere  s ix th  fo rm ! F o rtu n a te ly , A nneke, the  

head o f house, was th e re  keep ing  us in line. A lso it was a g re a t 

re lie f to  have Miss M o rrison , o u r re s id e n t tu to r, th e re  to  he lp  

w ith  o u r se e m in g ly  end less qu es tions .

Then we had o u r flu  ep id em ic  w h ich  w en t on fo r  m ost o f 

o u r f ir s t  te rm  and we fo u n d  o u t how im p o r ta n t it  is to  have a 

good m a tro n . M orag has been in T h o rn b a n k  fo r  a good few  

years  and has been in va lu a b le  in he lp in g  us s e tt le  in to  o u r 

f ir s t  year.

But th e  th in g  th a t has su rp rise d  and p leased us so m uch is 

th e  fu n  th a t we have had so far. S itt in g  c h a ttin g  w ith  house 

p re fe c ts  in  th e  fo y e r a t th e  end o f an eve n ing , go ss ip ing  and 

te ll in g  jokes and w o n d e rin g  if  L insey  w ou ld  ge t th e m ! P re fe c ts  

m e e tin g s  w he re  th e  house m a tte rs  w ere  d iscussed, w ere also 

a g re a t sou rce  o f fun .

The s ix th  fo rm  ba ll was g rea t, to  see a ll th e  g ir ls  o u t of 

th e ir  tra c k ie  b o tto m s  and in b e a u tifu l dresses was w o n d e rfu l. 

The o n ly  p ro b le m  was th a t I had to  fin d  so m e th in g  to  w ear 

to o !

O ur tro p h y  c a b in e t seem s to  have a cq u ired  a new tro p h y  

e ve ry  m o n th , w h ich  show s how m uch e f fo r t  th e  g ir ls  have pu t 

in to  m o s t th in g s (w e  w o n 't m e n tio n  th e  ju n io r  house d ram a !) 

The e xce lle n t e x a m in a tio n  re su lts  a lso show  how hard 

e ve ryo n e  was w o rk in g  on th e ir  s tud ies . Well done! The hard 

w o rk  and e f fo r t  is m a tched  by th e  fr ie n d lin e s s  th a t we have 

been g ree te d  w ith  in th e  house.

We are lo o k in g  fo rw a rd  to  m ore  fun  and la u g h te r and 

w ou ld  like  to  th a n k  a ll o u r tu to rs  w ho  have gu id ed  us th ro u g h  

th is  year, p a r t ic u la r ly  Miss M o rriso n  w ho  now  leaves th e  

re s id e n t f la t  fo r  th e  " q u ie t ” life . M any th a n ks  a lso to  A nneke 

and a ll th e  house p re fe c ts , we w ish  th e m  w e ll in th e ir  fu tu re  

ca ree rs . SF
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Woodlands " I  c a n 't  b e lie v e  w e ’ re  in  th e  s e n io r  s c h o o l 

n o w "  a lo n g  w ith  "W o w , m y  ro o m 's  n e x t to  s e e m e d  to  be  p o p u la r  p h ra s e s  w ith  o u r  n e w  th ir d  fo r m e r s  w h o  

jo in e d  th e  h o u s e  a t th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  yea r.

I'm qlad to  say th ey  all seemed to m ake them selves at 
home quickly and f it  into Woodlands life, althouqh perhaps 

th e  concept of brinqinq breadbox back on tim e  never 

seemed to  quite qet throuqh to all th e  juniors.
A long w ith  the  new th ird  fo rm e rs  we w elcom ed in to  the  

house ou r new res iden t tu to r, Miss Ni Rian. We hope you en joyed 

yo u r f irs t yea r and a lth ough  now no longer a res iden t tu to r, we 

hope you en joy being p a rt o f the  house. A n o th e r new a rriva l in to  

the  house th is  yea r was H arry  -  the  Evans' new puppy. We tru s t 

he is happy in W oodlands, even if he does en joy the  odd v is it in to  

R uthven House -  well th e re  are cats and cat food  th e re  so who 

can b lam e him . It sure beats the  le fto ve rs  he picks up fro m  his 

v is its  to  th e  6 th  Form C om m on Room. But thanks, H arry  -  it 

saved us hoovering .. Weekends w ere favoured, perhaps a fte r the  

S aturday n igh t ritu a l o f o rde rin g  Chinese take-aways.

L ife  in W oodlands is no th ing  if no t hectic  fo r  the  m ost pa rt. 

However, when you realise the  num ber o f house co m pe tition s  

and events pa rtic ip a te d  in, the  tr ip s  a rranged and o f course the  

huge am oun t o f s tudy th a t eve ry  g ir l does, it  is no t su rp ris ing  in 

th e  least. I co u ld n 't begin to  lis t eve ry th in g  th a t w ent on in the  

house ove r the  last year, p a rtly  because th e re  is fa r too  m uch to

f i t  in to  a couple o f pages and p a rtly  because som e o f it  is 

unprin ta b le . So I'll leave th a t p a rt to  you r im ag ina tio n . However, I 

hope I have picked ou t som e of the  best and m ost m em orab le  

go ings on o f the  house and m ust apo log ise  now fo r a n y th ing  I 

fo rg e t to  m ention .

I th in k  th e re  is a house co m p e titio n  fo r ju s t a b ou t every 

s p o rt o ffe red  a t S tra tha llan  and o f course as sp o rt the y  are 

considered o f the  u tm os t im po rtan ce  here. Saying th a t, we d o n 't 

play ru gby  so perhaps the y  are no t seen as im p o rta n t a fte r all, 

even tho ugh  the  G irls Hockey F irs t XI team  w ere m ore successful 

th a t th e  ru gby  firs ts . A huge tha nk  you m ust be said p a rticu la r ly  

to  those  a rrang ing  th e  events and o f course to  all those  who 

p a rtic ip a te d  in them . A specia l tha nk  you to  Susie w ho no t on ly  

a rranged the  a th le tic  standards in the  sum m er te rm  but also 

made sure everyone a c tu a lly  tu rned  up w hich I th in k  is a b igger 

job. Some g irls  ju s t d o n 't w ant to  com pete, perhaps because they 

th in k  th e y  have b e tte r th in gs  to  do than  run round a track . (W hat 

do you th ink , Mr. F lem ing?). Well done to  Anne Kelly w ho won the  

ju n io r  c ro ss-coun try  too.

House plays always prov ide  m uch am usem ent w ith in  the  

house. If th e re  eve r com es a day w hen eve ry  cast m em ber goes
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in to  the  dress rehearsa l know ing all her lines it w ill be a m iracle. 

This year desp ite  exce llen t pe rfo rm ances fro m  bo th  the  ju n io rs  

and seniors, we d id n 't w in overall bu t came ou t w ith  best sc rip t 

fo r the  ju n io r  play.

A fte r m any years o f p lead ing we w ere f in a lly  a llow ed to  pa in t 

ou r k itchens the  way we wanted them . We m ust tha nk  the  bursar 

w ho even tua lly  too k  tim e  o u t o f his busy schedule f irs t ly  to  look 

a t the  k itchens and then  a c tu a lly  give it the  okay, p rov ided the  

co lou rs w ere to  his lik ing  o f course. It was am azing the  am oun t of 

secrecy and fr ie n d ly  riv a lry  th a t came ab ou t w ith  the  o ffe r o f a 

prize fo r the  best-designed kitchen. This being a t the  beginn ing 

o f the  sum m er te rm , I th in k  I can safe ly  say no t eve ry k itchen is 

com p le te ly  fin ished  so you 'll have to  keep me posted on who 

w ins. In my op in ion  low er N orth  has it  in the  bag, no t th a t I'm 

biased a t all. A re upper N orth  s till en joy ing  the  b r ig h t pink and 

ye llow  by the  way? Thank you to  all the  p re fec ts  who oversaw  

eve ry th in g  and at least go t you s ta rted .

One of the  big events in the  school th is  yea r was the  news of 

Mr. Tod’s and Miss Mason's engagem ent. W ith Miss Mason, now 

known as Mrs. Tod, as ou r sen io r tu to r, th is  p rov ided m uch ta lk  

fo r the  House. I'm sure Mrs. Tod g rea tly  apprecia ted  the  kind 

o ffe rs  fro m  all the  ju n io rs  to  be her bridesm aids. A lthou gh  th is  

never qu ite  m a teria lised , I hear the  w edd ing in the  sum m er was a 

g rea t success and speaking on beha lf o f the  house and myself, 

we would  like to  w ish bo th o f the m  the  ve ry  best fo r  the  fu tu re .

W oodlands House has a w arm  and happy a tm osphere  and 

runs successfu lly  day to  day no t on ly  because of the  seventy or 

so cha rm ing  g irls  w ho in ha b it it, (I know you 'll all be su rp rised  to  

hear th is  bu t its tru e ) bu t thanks to  a dedicated team . P ersonally 

I canno t thank  Ja n e t enough fo r all her kindness and su p p o rt as 

ou r ind ispensable  M atron . Despite her som etim es, shall we say, 

asse rtive  notes to  te ll g irls  to  t id y  th e ir  room s o r do m ilk  or... I'm 

sure the  rest o f the  g irls  w ould  jo in  me in saying a huge thank  

you. S im ilarly, th e  cleaners do an am azing job . A nyone w ith  one 

teenage daugh te r can perhaps im ag ine w ha t a c leaner has to  pu t 

up w ith  in W oodlands w ith  75 g irls . A specia l m en tion  to  Frances, 

w ho was lucky enough to  em ig ra te  to  Spain. We hope you are 

g e ttin g  on well. Thanks to  all ou r tu to rs  too, w ho com e in a t n igh t 

and no t on ly  open tuck  shop and house shop (th a t in itse lf is 

enough to  earn the  thanks o f m ost) bu t cha t and perhaps even 

help so rt ou t any w ork  prob lem s. Special thanks to  Mrs. Tod and 

Mrs. H un te r fo r  the  extra  spo rts  lessons w hich I'm sure Miss

S m ith  would  apprec ia te  - hockey in the  foye r and 

dem onstra tion s  o f fenc ing  w ith  um bre llas is ce rta in ly  one way 

to  keep the  n igh ts  fro m  being bo ring . The p re fec ts  also p lay a 

huge p a rt in the  ru nn ing  o f the  house so thanks fo r all th e ir 

hard w ork. Having such a good team  of p re fec ts  behind me 

made my jo b  a lo t easier. F ina lly  a huge tha nk  you m ust go to  

Mr. and Mrs. Evans who som ehow  m anage to  run the  whole  

house and s till s tay sane, (well fo r m ost o f th e  tim e  anyway bu t 

noone's pe rfec t.)

Rachel H unter

W hat a year. So m uch happens th a t it is hard to  ever s it s till. 

Lynne and I would like to  tha nk  all the  tu to rs , p re fects , Rachel 

as Head o f House, the  c leaners, Zenka and Ja n e t fo r  th e ir 

e ffo rts . Perhaps the  m ost s ig n ifica n t newcom ers to  the  House 

ap a rt fro m  Harry, the  pup, w ere the  a rriva l o f Ni, Nan and Ni 

fro m  China. How am azing ly  qu ick ly  they picked up ou r 

language. The ou ts tand ing  question  rem ains unansw ered: how is 

it th a t we are no t cu rre n tly  proud ow ners o f the  House Music 

C om petition  Shield?
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A journal of the 
plague year.D urin g  S p ring  2001 W ood la nds  VI F o rm e r 

C a trio n a  M c C leery , w hose  a m b it io n  is to  be a ve t, sp e n t t im e  w o rk in g  on a fa rm  d u rin g  th e  o u tb re a k  o f fo o t and 

m o u th . A fu ll ve rs io n  o f th e  fo llo w in g  a cco u n t o f h e r t im e  sp e n t th e re  o r ig in a lly  a p pea red  as a fe a tu re  a r t ic le  in 

th e  TES. The nam es th a t a p p e a r in th e  a r t ic le  a re  n o t th e  rea l nam es o f th e  pe op le  invo lve d .

Monday, March 26th  12.15 a.m.
It was around qu a rte r past m idn igh t on Sunday evening, Monday 
m orn ing . We had ju s t fin ished lam bing a set o f tw ins and, w hile  I 
gave th a t ewe nuts and water, C atherine w ent th roug h  to  the  
lam bing shed extension to  check on the  o thers  be fore we w ent to 
bed. A shout came th roug h  the  p a rtition . I w ent round to  find  her 
s tanding over a lam b sprawled in the  corner o f a pen. It was dead. 
The lamb was tw o days old; it had been last checked at 10.30 and it 
had shown no sign of illness. For it jus t to  die was ve ry  unusual. 
There was no evidence th a t it had been ro lled on by its m o the r and, 
being a good sized lamb, it would probably have s trugg led  free 
anyway. Catherine took it ou t of the  pen and we w ent to  bed 
puzzled and concerned.

I have always wanted to  be a vet, not jus t one o f those phases 
all g irls go th roug h  but a long-held am bition . In order to  achieve my 
goal and en ter Glasgow Vet School, I had been undertak ing  various 
periods o f practica l experience. Last Easter I spent a t Catherine 's 
sm allhold ing help ing her w ith  the  lam bing o f her flock  o f f if ty  ewes 
and I had re tu rned to Cum bria to  assist her. There was fo o t and 
m outh  in the  area, and the  flock was due to  be culled under the 
3km  ru ling, but the  process o f pregnancy and b irth  was going on 
regardless.

The dead lamb provoked suspicions o f fo o t and m outh  but 
the re  were no vis ib le sym ptom s on it and no o th e r signs of the 
disease am ong the  flock. Two of the  rem ain ing in-lam b ewes were 
badly lame. This had been w orry ing  Catherine fo r some tim e  and 
she had called MAFF on the  previous Thursday. A vet had exam ined 
the  suspect ewes; he had checked the  rest o f the  flock and the  
ca ttle  and declared them  all clear. Since then the  tw o ewes had 
de terio ra ted ; the y  were s itting  around the  whole tim e  and they 
were not com ing fo r th e ir food. Earlier on the  Sunday evening w hile 
it was still ligh t we had tu rned  over the  tw o  ewes and checked th e ir 
fee t but had found none o f the  b listers o r lesions w hich are 
sym ptom s o f the  disease, on ly  large clum ps o f mud.

Monday, 8 .3 0
C atherine woke me up ea rly  on the  Monday m orn ing . She to ld  me 
th a t none of the  in-lam b ewes had com e fo r th e ir breakfast and all 
were ly ing down looking listless. She had then  been ove r to  feed 
the  ca ttle  and had found Jack, one o f the  bullocks, s lobbering and 
unwell. The fa rm  had fo o t and m outh. In a way we bo th  fe lt a 
sense o f re lie f; the  w a iting  was over. It had fe lt a lm ost inev itab le  
th a t we would get it; every day it seemed to  creep closer and 
closer. We had taken all the  p recautions and m ore (m y wellies 
should have dissolved the  num ber o f tim es they were d is in fected) 
but we knew it would h it us at some po in t.

For the  next th ree  hours C atherine trie d  to  con tact the  MAFF 
o ffice  a t Carlisle. The num ber was e ith e r engaged o r no one 
answered. The fax line was con s tan tly  busy. C atherine phoned her 
daugh te r who w orks in the  bu ild ing opposite  the  MAFF o ffice  and 
she walked across w ith  a note. Still no one con tacted  us. By th is  
tim e  we were all incred ib ly  fru s tra ted . Having w aited fo r the  
disease to  strike , it seemed un fa ir now it had th a t we should have 
to  w ait any longer. Jack's cond ition  was worsening . A no th e r lamb

died suddenly. It s ta rted  w rith in g  and kicking its head be fore it 
stopped breath ing. C atherine w ro te  a le tte r w ith  all the  de ta ils  of 
the  cases and faxed it to  her daughter's  o ffice  fo r hand-de livery  to  
MAFF. The M in is try  fin a lly  took no tice  and phoned to  say th a t a vet 
would a rrive  w ith in  4 5  m inutes.

Monday, 12.30
M att, a ve ry  pleasant vet fro m  a nearby practice, a rrived  at 12.30 
and im m ed ia te ly  set ou t to  check the  stock. He firs t exam ined 
Jack, checking his tem pera tu re , chest and lastly  his m outh  where 
he showed us the  b lis ters th a t were beginning to  fo rm  on his gums 
and tongue. He took a qu ick look at the  hea lthy  sheep in the  tw ins ' 
fie ld  and the  tr ip le ts ' fie ld  and then it was over to  the  fie ld  beside 
the  lam bing shed to  exam ine the  in-lam b ewes. He showed us the  
vesicles th a t were fo rm ing  on the  upper palate and fee t o f six of 
them , m ore advanced in the  tw o  obviously  ill ewes and less so in 
the  o thers. He concluded th a t we had fo o t and m outh  and th a t we 
had recognised it very  early on. Not th a t th a t was any consola tion .

We spent the  next th ree  hours s ittin g  round the  k itchen tab le 
go ing th roug h  the  ep idem io logy re p o rt and o th e r paperw ork.
There were no links w ith  any o th e r in fected prem ises; no sheep or 
ca ttle  had been m oved recently ; and C atherine had taken all the 
advised precautions. The conclusion was reached th a t it had been 
carried  on the  w ind fro m  the  nearest in fected fa rm  2.2km  away. 
C atherine organised a va lue r to  com e because she fe lt th a t the  
standard MAFF rates would not re fle c t her organ ic  conversion, 
th a t all rep lacem ent stock would also have to  be organ ic  and 
the re fo re  m ore expensive. M a tt phoned fo r a s laugh te r team . I 
checked the  lam bing shed and fed the  sem i-pet lamb Nicola, 
whose adoption  on to an o the r ewe had not been en tire ly  
successful, a lthough  she still managed to  sneak between the  pens 
and steal m ilk fro m  every o th e r ewe there.

Monday, 17.00
The va lue r a rrived  a t 5 .00pm . He inspected the  stock and 
discussed its value w ith  Catherine. He then  helped C atherine, M att 
and me to  herd the  sheep fo r s laugh te r over to  the  fa r fie ld  where 
the  ca ttle  pens were. It was go ing to  be im possib le to  move the  in 
lam b ewes so we le ft them  in the  m icropen. We s ta rted  w ith  the  
sheep in the  lam bing shed, tak ing  all the  healthy ewes and lambs 
o u t and leaving those unable to  walk the  distance. The easiest way 
to  move the  ewes and lambs was to  pick up one lamb fro m  each 
ewe so th a t the  ewe and extra lambs w ould  fo llow . This was the  
w orst pa rt o f the  day, herd ing all these lambs, some who were so 
sm all the y  could scarcely walk and kept on tr ip p in g  over, in the 
know ledge th a t the y  were all go ing to  be killed. Nicola, w ith  the  
sp o tty  face and floppy ear, would  no t fo llow  the  o th e r sheep and 
kept on runn ing  up to  us, so th a t in the  end I had to  ca rry  her 
across myself. Once we had ga thered  them  all in the  bo ttom  o f the 
fa r fie ld , we saw th a t the  tw o  s laughterm en had arrived . They 
cam e down to  help us herd the  sheep in to  the  ca ttle  pens.

It was d iff ic u lt to  f i t  them  all in the  pens. There was so litt le  
space le ft th a t som e o f the  lambs were ju s t dropped in on top. 
Nicola, in a sta te  o f g rea t con fus ion  and fear, had jum ped ou t of
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the  back o f the  pen th ro u g h  the  bars and, being ex trem e ly  tam e, 
had run round to  one of the  s laughterm en . He picked her up and 
M att in jected her. She was the  f irs t of a huge pile o f m o tion less 
bodies. One o f the  s laughterm en then  clim bed in to  the  pen and 
one by one handed ou t the  lambs, some o f w hich had been in jured 
in the  crush, to  be pu t down by M att. As the  pile grew  larger, 
C atherine and I le ft fo r  the  fa rm house leaving behind us the  sound 
o f anxious ewes as th e ir  lambs were taken away fro m  them .

We w ent back an hour later, as the  ve t and s laughterm en were 
dragg ing the  ewes' bodies ou t of the  pen. M a tt was checking th a t 
the y  were all dead. A large area beside the  pens was now covered 
w ith  neat, para lle l rows o f lambs and ewes. Our next task was to  
som ehow  ge t the  ca ttle  in to  the  pens. They w ere no t used to  being 
herded so the  on ly  way to  do it was to  te m p t the m  w ith  food. We 
loaded some bales o f hay on to  the  back o f the  quad bike and I 
drove it in fro n t o f the  ca ttle . C atherine walked behind them  to 
make sure the re  were no stragglers. C atherine was unable to  
w atch as her tw o  be au tifu l longhorns, Ingrid  and Isabel, were shut 
in to  the  pen. She could no t face seeing them  destroyed. Instead 
she w ent back to  make tea and to  fe tch  som e th in  bam boo canes 
th a t the  s laughterm en had asked for. These, as was exp la ined to 
me a fte r C atherine had le ft, were to  put th roug h  the  bu lle t holes 
in to  the  nervous tissue to  ensure th a t the  an im al was dead and to  
avoid k icking and th rash ing .

I stood by the  pen as M att and the  s laugh te rm en  clim bed over 
the  b a rrie r and go t in to  position  in fro n t o f the  f irs t an im al. It was 
ge tting  da rk by now and the  s laughterm en were having d iff ic u lty  
a im ing desp ite  th e ir  head torches. The shots s ta rted  to  echo 
around me, one by one, and the  ca ttle  stood g u ie tly  as th e ir  
com panions fe ll. They were so gen tle  and tru s tin g  th a t the y  did 
not s trugg le  un til the y  were shot. They ju s t collapsed on to  the  
g round. Some tw itche d  and kicked be fore nervous fun c tions  also 
ended. M a tt checked th a t each was dead. The s laughterm en had 
w orked so well th a t the  bam boo canes w ere no t needed. No 
an im al had su ffe red  a slow death.

As M att exam ined Jack, I c lim bed in to  see him. It was 
surpris ing  how much his cond ition  had advanced since th a t 
a fte rnoon : the  lesions on his gums were now open and had been 
b leeding; so too  w ere the  ones on the  back o f his tongue; and he 
had a large b lis te r fo rm ing  underneath  the  surface o f the  tongue.
If the  s laugh te r had been le ft un til the  fo llow ing  day he would 
have su ffe red  a lo t m ore. M a tt to ld  me th a t w ith  som e m ore 
advanced cases o f the  disease, you can pu t you r hand in the 
an im al's m outh  and the  tongue  comes ou t w ith  it.

C atherine a rrived  back ju s t as the  last beast was shot. The 
s laughterm en clim bed ou t o f the  pen. They had a qu ick cup o f tea 
from  the  the rm o s th a t C atherine had b rough t over. We took the  
chance to  ta lk  to  them  p rope rly  as up to  th a t po in t we had been in 
a grea t rush to  fin ish  the  k illing. The s laughterm en helped us 
conceal the  bodies fro m  anyone passing on the  road ou ts ide the  
fie ld. They th o ro u g h ly  d is in fected, then le ft. M att d is in fected the 
carcasses of the  sheep, lambs and cattle , spraying th e ir feet, 
m outh and udders. He checked each fo r a last tim e. The th ree  of 
us then  clam bered on to  the  guad bike. We w ere exhausted bu t we 
knew th a t we had still to  deal w ith  the  sick ewes and lambs as well 
as the  in-lam b ewes.

Monday, 2 2 .0 0
On our re tu rn  to  the  m icropen we s ta rted  to  herd the  in-lam b ewes 
down tow ards the  lam bing shed. As we tr ie d  to  shoo them  all ou t 
o f the  pen, I no ticed a lam b standing beside a ewe th a t was ly ing 
on som e hay. This am azing ly  hea lthy  new born lam b was now to  be 
k illed. I picked it up and carried  it down to  the  lam bing shed w ith  
its m o the r fo llow in g  behind. I s ta rted  the  usual lam bing routine, 
ge tting  ou t the  iodine to  dip its um bilica l cord, be fore I realised 
th a t the re  was rea lly  no po in t. I laid it in a pen and watched it 
c lim b to  its  fee t and s ta r t sucking fro m  its  m other. When all the 
lambs and ewes, inc lud ing  the  p regnant ones, w ere in the  main 
lam bing shed, M a tt opened his case and took ou t the  syringe. He

sta rted  w ith  the  ewe th a t had ju s t given b irth . I picked up the  lamb 
and he in jected it, then  C atherine held the  ewe w hile he in jected it. 
I had a lm ost becom e im m une to  the  process th roug h  exhaustion 
and th roug h  the  num bers I had seen slaughtered . The shock of 
seeing the  foe tuses m oving in the  u te rus o f a dead ewe did no t h it 
me un til the  fo llow ing  day.

We fin ished the  lambs and th e ir  m others, and then  s ta rted  on 
the  in-lam b ewes. M att had in jected tw o  w ith  the  prescribed 
am oun t o f lethal in jec tion  bu t they were s till b rea th ing  heavily 
a fte r five  m inutes. They were so big th a t M att had to  give them  an 
extra  dose to  fin ish  them  off. He realised th a t he would no t have 
enough fo r  the  rem ain ing  ewes if the y  w ere go ing to  requ ire  as big 
a dose, so he sent C atherine to  phone he r vet's su rge ry  to  ask fo r 
som e m ore to  be de livered . By th is  tim e  it  was qu a rte r to  eleven 
and C atherine was doub tfu l w he the r th is  was possible. M att 
assured her th a t in the  cu rre n t cris is vets were w ork ing all hours.

I was le ft to  hold the  ewes as M att pu t them  down, w hich 
regu ired all the  s tre ng th  I cou ld find , as they had to  be held as s till 
as possib le w hile he found the  vein and inserted the  syringe. Some 
s trugg led  incred ib ly  w h ile  he in jected them . He had to  take ou t the 
syringe  and the  ewe's blood spurted  be fore he could t r y  again.
One syringe was bent ou t o f all recogn ition . As M att had predicted, 
he ran ou t o f poison on the  last ewe but in jected her w ith  enough 
to  leave her unconscious, sno ring  heavily. C atherine re tu rned  from  
the  phone and we s ta rted  to  drag the  ewes ou t o f the  wooden 
pens. M att checked each one carefu lly, especia lly as the y  were 
ca rry ing  lambs. The cow bell ou ts ide  the  fa rm  ga te rang and 
C atherine w ent ou t to  co llec t the  bo ttle  o f poison. When she got 
back M att gave the  snoring  ewe her fina l in jec tion ; it le t ou t a 
deep sigh th a t seemed to  go on fo reve r before eve ry th ing  fin a lly  
fe ll s ilent.

We could have le ft it th e re  bu t the  th o u g h t o f having to  handle 
the  sheep the  next m o rn ing  was no t an appealing one, so we 
lugged the  ewes and lambs on to  the  tra ile r  behind the  Landrover. 
This was hard w ork as the  ewes w ere ve ry  heavy and som e of 
them  had s ta rted  to  show the  e ffec ts  o f r ig o r m o rtis . M a tt and 
C atherine drove them  over to  the  o th e r carcasses in the  fa r fie ld. 
We fin a lly  sat down fo r  ou r supper a fte r m idn igh t. M a tt was 
obviously  both em o tiona lly  and physica lly exhausted; he could 
bare ly s tring  a sentence to g e th e r and was about to  fa ll asleep at 
any m om ent; the  same was tru e  o f C atherine and me. M a tt le ft to  
go hom e bu t prom ised th a t he w ould  press MAFF the  next 
m o rn ing  to  speed up the  rest o f the  process.

After Monday
Despite the  e ffo rts  of ou r MAFF rep resen ta tive  and ou r arm y 
lia ison officer, it  too k  the  best pa rt o f a week to  dispose o f the  
anim als. A t f irs t we w ere assured th a t the y  could be buried in one 
o f the  fie lds. C atherine was ve ry  happy about th is  because she 
pre fe rred  the  idea o f the  an im als ' being buried on her land to  th e ir  
being bu rn t on a huge pyre, o r bu lldozed in to  the  p it a t Great 
O rton. A rrangem ents  were underw ay fo r th is  when MAFF reversed 
its  decision and decided tha t, because o f the  risk o f BSE ge tting  
in to  the  g round and possib ly the  w ate r supply, the  bu ria l o f ca ttle  
was no longer acceptable, desp ite  the  fac t th a t Catherine 's herd 
was ce rtif ie d  BSE-free. Three days later, th e  sheep w ere eventua lly  
taken to  Great O rton. That m o rn ing  I le ft the  fa rm . The ca ttle  
rem ained un til the  fo llow in g  Sunday when they were taken to  a 
pyre on a ne ighbouring  fa rm . The next day MAFF changed its 
co llec tive  m ind again and decided th a t ca ttle  under 30  m onths 
could be buried. This le ft C atherine ex trem e ly  distressed and 
angry.

Do I s till w ant to  be a vet?  More than  ever. The practica l 
exam ple set by M a tt in ca rry ing  ou t his du ties and the  concern fo r 
an im al welfare  shown by bo th  M a tt and C atherine have re in forced 
my am b ition . My experience in Cum bria was shocking and 
ho rrify in g ; bu t it also revealed to  me how the  best qua lities  in 
people can be b rough t ou t in a crisis.
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Form III gardens

■  s I w atched th e  III Form Biology pupils 

prepare th e ir  vegetab le plots in May,
I began to  doubt w h eth er we would 

see m uch grow th in th e  few sh ort weeks 

before th e  end of te rm . However, th e  pupils' 
enthusiasm  and a tte n tio n  to th e ir  lit t le  

'gardens' soon paid off and, sure enough, 
green tip s  of po tato , le ttu c e  and radish  

plants soon began to  em erge from  th e  soil. 
N ot content w ith  w atering (p lan ts  and 

th em selves), weeding and feeding, some 

pupils began to  decorate th e ir  plots too. 
Indeed, Kim i Gordon was lucky enough to  

have big clim bing roses behind her area and 

planted colourful m arigolds around her 

vegetables. It  was a p leasure th en , for the  

Biology s ta ff and th e  judge for th e  

co m p etition , M r Ross, to  see such w ell- 

tended plots on a beautifu l sunny day in 

June.

Radishes (some a lready ha lf ea ten) and 

le ttuces w ere weighed, po ta toes were 

m easured, and Mr Ross ca re fu lly  looked ove r 

each p lo t. The resu lts  w ere as fo llow s;

Best Overall Plot:
Max S tew art and Duncan Lawson

Biggest Lettuce:
Tom S proat and M alco lm  Jack  (72.6g)

Biggest Radish:
Charles L e adbe tte r and K it Hayward (111.6g)

Best Potato Plant:
M agnus O 'R eilly  and A ndrew  (54cm s)

JG
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Music report

In Septem ber we welcom ed M r W alm sley to  th e  departm en t 

as A ss is tan t D irector of Music. He is a skilled exponent 
of th e  French horn and organ, and as an ex-cathedra l 

chorister, is also a useful tenor. A graduate of Durham  

U nivers ity  who would also com plete his M asters degree w ith in  

a few weeks of arriv ing , he assum ed responsib ility for Riley 

m usic as well as helping in th e  senior school and, of 
necessity, had to h it th e  ground running.

House Music, a t the  end o f th e  f irs t  ha lf te rm , always resu lts  

in house m usic ians and the  m usic d e p a rtm e n t bu rs ting  in to  

a c tiv ity  fro m  the  s ta r t o f the  year, and th is  one was no exception. 

The re gu ire m en t th a t each house organise th re e  item s is a real 

focus a t th is  tim e  and resu lts  in a tre m en dous  con ce rt and 

co m p e titio n  ju s t be fore ha lf te rm . A fu ll re p o rt is given 

elsewhere.

Also in S eptem ber we re -g roup  in th e  o rchestra  and choir. 

This yea r we had lost m any good m usic ians fro m  th e  prev ious 

Upper S ixth. For example, I had expected th e re  to  be on ly  tw o 

basses le ft in the  choir, bu t I was de ligh ted  to  find  ten w illing  

gentlem en w ith  su ita b ly  low voices tu rn in g  up at the  firs t 

prac tice  o f te rm : the  cho ir has now reached ove r f i f ty  in num ber 

and includes the  h ighest num ber o f boys fo r  a long tim e . The 

orchestra , again m issing the  old hands, had probab ly  never 

sounded w orse a t its  f irs t  rehearsal. By th e  end o f the  year 

however, the y  w ere p lay ing to  a rem arkab ly  high s tandard  and 

received ve ry  good new spaper reviews fo r th e ir  p e rfo rm ance  at 

the  P erth  Festival. This was in no sm all way due to  the  s p litt in g  o f 

the  re gu la r M onday practices in to  sections fo r pa rt o f the  tim e, 

thu s  con cen tra ting  everyone 's  e ffo rts  and also a llow ing  w ind, 

s trin g  and brass sections to  deve lop and p e rfo rm  as separate  

groups.

It has always been d iff ic u lt to  secure audiences fo r 

pro fessiona l concerts  a t S tra tha llan , and it was th e re fo re  a 

pleasure when one of ou r v is itin g  m usic s ta ff Joanah Moore, 

o ffe red  to  organise, publicise, sell t icke ts  fo r and p e rfo rm  in a 

concert du ring  October. Joanah  acted as accom pan ist to  Joh n  

M arshall ( te no r) and Ja n e t La ird (c la rine t) w ho de ligh ted  th e ir  

aud ience o f abou t 100, in a p rog ram m e of w orks rang ing  fro m  

Verdi to  Lloyd-W eber.

As always, H eadm aster's  Music and the  Carol Services 

ensured a busy end to  the  te rm . The ch o ir was p a rtic u la r ly  on 

fo rm  in carols as d iverse as 'The Three K ings' by C orne lius (w ith  

David Chalm ers p e rfo rm in g  the  ba ritone  solo w ith  style), Poston's 

Jesus C hris t the  A pple Tree’ and P hilip  M arshall's  fine  se ttin g  o f 
'I Saw Three Ships'.

Our annual year g roup  concerts , given th ro u g h o u t the  year, 

have gone fro m  s tre n g th  to  s tre ng th . Not o n ly  do th e y  con tinue  

to  reveal m uch ta le n t and each p rov ide  a ve ry  e n te rta in in g  

evening, bu t now the  audiences have grow n s ign ifican tly .

W hereas w hen the y  w ere s ta rted , the  Old Music Room was m ore 

than big enough, th is  yea r the  room  was fu ll to  capacity, w ith  

many having to  s tand a t the  back. F ifth  and Th ird  fo rm s 

pe rfo rm ed  in th e  f irs t te rm , Fourth  and S ixth in th e  Easter te rm

and Riley du ring  the  sum m er. The em phasis is on encourag ing  as 

many as possib le to  pe rfo rm , and program m es have ranged fro m  

Renaissance dances to  Rock and fro m  S chubert L ieder to  songs 

fro m  Jam es Bond movies.

The Easter te rm  saw m usic ians co n cen tra ting  on the  cho ir 

to u r and 'G odspell'. This yea r concerts  and services were given in 

C arlis le Cathedra l, Kendal Parish Church Stow Minster, L inco ln  

M ins te r (as fa r sou th  as we have ever ven tu re d ) and Malsis 

P rep a ra to ry  School in Yorksh ire. Yet again the  ch o ir surpassed all 

exp ec ta tio ns  in th e ir  s ing ing and w ere un doub ted ly  insp ired by 

the  w ond e rfu l bu ild ings in w hich the y  sang, as well as having a 

g rea t tim e. The Head o f C ho ir gives a fu ll re p o rt e lsewhere.

A fte r the  labours o f the  cast and band in the  end o f te rm  

pe rfo rm ances of 'G odspell', the  sum m er te rm  began w ith  a new 

de pa rtu re : the  pe rfo rm ance  of m ost o f th e  show ou t o f school, 

on th is  occasion, a t St M ary 's Church, B rou gh ty  Ferry. The 

cha llenges ra ised by tak in g  such a piece o u t o f its  th e a tr ica l 

se ttin g  and p resenting  it  in a church  w ith  m in im a l props and 

space were considerab le : cou ld the y  rem em ber all th e ir  lines fo r 

exam ple? U ltim a te ly  it proved ve ry  w o rth w h ile  by d e lig h ting  the  

audience, ra ising £ 2 0 0 .0 0  fo r  c h a rity  and perhaps m ost 

im p o rta n tly  revealing a cast capable o f cop ing w ith  the  extra  

dem ands and im p rov isa tio n  necessary to  b ring  o ff such a 

ven ture .

The te rm  con tinued  w ith  the  annual P erth  Festival Lunch tim e  

Concert, fe a tu rin g  the  school o rchestra  p lay ing Rimsky- 

Korsakov's ‘Dance o f the  Tum blers ' and M ancin i's  P ennyw h istle  

J ig . The ch o ir sang pieces by W idor and R edford and solos by 

Rebecca Chalm ers (flu te ), and A lison S kinner (oboe) fo llow ed: 

the n  H a rr ie t H u n t , Mandi C liff and Sarah Oxnard in a Trio by 

Glinka, and Laura M orley and Emma Gordon in Delibes 'F low er 

Duet'. This event was s h o rtly  fo llow ed by the  Speech Day 

C oncert, w hich con tinues to  be a po pu la r event w ith  parents.

Much con tinues to  be done behind the  scenes by ou r 

seventeen p e rip a te tic  m usic s ta ff who teach ove r 2 0 0  pupils 

each week. As a resu lt th e re  have been a n o th e r series o f no tab le  

successes in the  associa ted Board o f the  Royal Schools of Music 

exams again th is  year: a b ou t 4 0  have taken exam ina tions a t all 

levels and on a w ide va r ie ty  o f ins trum en ts , 13 o f these have 

passed w ith  m e rit o r d is tin c tio n .

As always we say goodbye to  m any long estab lished, long 

serv ing m usic ians w ho have done so m uch fo r m usic a t 

S tra tha llan  du ring  th e ir  tim e . Laura Morley, her rem arkab le  

record of pe rfo rm ances a t eve ry  H eadm aster's  Music fo r  the  last 

7 years says it a ll (as well as a ll the  o th e r th in g s  she has done). 

C atriona  M cC leery m ade im p o rta n t c o n tr ib u tio n s  bo th  in the  

cho ir as an a lto  and on the  v io la  in o rchestra  and ensem bles 

du ring  her tim e  here in the  s ix th  fo rm . A lasda ir G ardner has been 

in the  ch o ir since a rr iv in g  in the  school in the  th ird  fo rm  and has 

been ou r tim p a n is t fo r the  last tw o  years. E lsewhere, C hris tophe r 

W righ t g u ita r is t and bass, and basses M ark S tringer, O liver Lane 

and J in d ra  Z itek  w ill all be m issed. D.G.R.
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Headmaster's music
T h e  C h a p e l a t  S tra th a l la n  w a s  a g a in  th e  v e n u e  o n  a b a lm y  s u m m e r 's  e v e n in g  f o r  H e a d m a s te r 's  M u s ic . A h e a lth y  a u d ie n c e  

o f  s e v e ra l h u n d re d  p a re n ts , s ta f f  a n d  p u p ils  a s s e m b le d  to  h e a r  a v e r ita b le  c o rn u c o p ia  o f  m u s ic a l ite m s .

A  program m e designed to  display th e  ta le n t available in 

th e  School a t all levels, from  Riley to  th e  S ixth  Form, 
both choral and in s trum enta l. Indeed, it was th e  Riley  

choir which provided us w ith  a rousing s ta rt , perform ing  

th ree  item s from  Barnum . Theirs was a jaunty, d is tin c tly  

lively perform ance, displaying evident en joym ent in fron t of a 

large audience. The highlight of th is  was lain A itken 's solo in 

‘There's a sucker born every m inute '. He was ve ry  confident 
in some in tric a te  passages and is c learly  a ta le n t to w atch for 

th e  fu ture.

The second item  in the  program m e was tw o  m ovem ents from  

Telemann's Trio in C M inor fo r v io lin , flu te  and keyboard. Barogue 

slow  m ovem ents o ften  provide prob lem s o f in to n a tio n  and 

balance fo r school-age players, but C atriona Dickie and Ellen 

M cW hirte r ca rried  th is  o ff w ith  aplom b. A fte r a s ligh tly  uncerta in  

beginn ing they qu ick ly  w arm ed to  th e ir task, im ita tin g  each 

o th e r's  phrases and, in the  a llegro, pu lling o ff som e in tr ica te  runs 

adm irab ly. A brave cho ice o f ins trum en ta l piece, bu t one which 

was made to  w ork fo r the  pe rfo rm ers .

Two o th e r ins trum en ta l pieces were included in the  firs t pa rt 

o f the  program m e - G linka's Trio P athe tigue fo r c la rine t, ce llo and 

piano, and a so lo is t in Laura M orley p laying New Blues on the  

Clarsach, an unusual com b ina tion  to  say the  least. Laura's p laying 

was bo th ingenious and en te rta in ing , her Blues w ere in tr ica te  and 

musical, and she is obviously  a ta len ted  p layer and 'p ro pe r' 

m usician. In the  Glinka, H a rrie t Hunt and Mandi C liff were jo ined  

by cello teacher Angie D agpunar to  produce one of the  h igh ligh ts  

o f the  evening. All th ree  played th e ir  pa rts  w ith  m usica lity  and 

im peccable technique, pa rts  in te rchang ing , ove rlapp ing  and 

com peting  fo r the  ear o f the  assembled m u ltitudes.

The rem ain ing  pa rt o f the  f irs t  m o ie ty  was taken up by m ore 

chora l e lem ents. The Th ird  Form C hoir sang Bernste in 's 

Neverland, a m usica l pastiche on J. M. B arry 's  s to ry  o f P eter Pan. 

A t tim es the  g irls  produced an a lm ost m agical gua lity , rea lis ing 

Bernste in 's  in te n tio n  o f rec rea tin g  w a te rfa lls , insects and the  

fly in g  Pan him self. Next, Emma Gordon and the  ve rsa tile  Laura 

M orley sang Delibes' F lower Duet. In a piece w ith  som e com plex 

dynam ics and harm on ies, bo th  w ere ve ry  c lea r in th e ir  

in to na tion , d ic tion  and tun ing , pa in ting  a com plex pa le tte  o f 

m usica l co lou rs and leaving a lasting  im p rin t on the  evening.

A fte r such an assured pe rfo rm ance , it m igh t have been d iff ic u lt 

fo r  th e  Chapel C ho ir to  fo llow , bu t the  fa c t th a t th e y  p roduced an 

equa lly  m em orab le  im pression is te s ta m e n t to  the  ve rs a tility  of 

ou r singers a t S tra tha llan . The ir pe rfo rm ance  inc luded th ree  

pieces - the  Sanctus fro m  V ie rne ’s Mass in C sharp m inor, and 

the  Sanctus fro m  S chubert's  Germ an Mass, fin ish in g  o ff w ith  Paul 

M cC artney's 'W hen I'm S ix ty -fo u r'. As w ith  all o f the  evening's 

s inging, th e  C hoir de m ons tra te d  accuracy o f tu n in g  and d ic tion , 

p roduc ing  rich  and sonorous ha rm on ies in bo th  Sanctus 

m ovem ents. In the  M cC artney the  boys m ore  than  held th e ir  own 

aga ins t th e  la rg e r nu m ber o f g irls  in th e ir  en tries . V e rsa tility  has 

been m en tioned  on m ore than  one occasion above, and once 

m ore  the  C hoir showed th a t S tra tha llan  singers can cope w ith  all 

genres and pe riods o f m usic. In all, a to u r de force.

Pipes do no t always qu ite  sound r ig h t w ith in  enclosed spaces, 

bu t when the y  are played by such experts  and p rize -w inn ing  

p e rfo rm e rs  as Mark S tringer, Carin Munro, Neil R obertson and 

in s tru c to r Je n n ife r H utcheon, then  the y  can be a d e lig h t to  lis ten 

to . And so it proved to n ig h t. They led us th ro u g h  W illie  Gray's 

Farewell to  th e  G lasgow Police, a S tra thspey, and made us tap  

tim e  w ith  o u r fe e t in a reel -  the  Brown Haired Maid. In the  hands 

o f such players the  last e lem ent - the  Loch Tay Boat Song - 

played to  an ingen ious syn thes ize r background, m ade us all 

im ag ine we w ere f lo a tin g  on a sm all fish ing  boat in the  m idd le  o f 

th a t Loch, id ling  away the  hours, en joy ing  th e  scenery and 

sum m er sunshine. It was a second h ig h lig h t o f the  evening.

The re m a inder o f the  evening's e n te rta in m e n t was ju s t as 

appe tis ing  as th e  f irs t ha lf had been. T im o th y  Law's re n d itio n  o f 

Nolck's H ungarian  Dance evinced a real fee l fo r the  gypsy 

rh y th m s  behind the  p rin ted  page. O ften a sing le  young v io lin is t 

can be p lagued by nerves and his tech n igue  exposed, but 

T im o th y  was con fiden t, and coped ad m irab ly  w ith  the  varied 

tem p i and m oods. The A Level ch o ir pe rfo rm ed  S tan ford 's  Beati 

Q uorum  Integra Est, one o f th e ir  exam ination  pieces, we were 

in fo rm ed  by D irec to r o f Music, David Read. The e igh t singers 

w ere sens itive  to  th e  m oods and dynam ics o f the  m usic. W ith a 

ch o ir so sm all, pa rts  can gu ick ly  becom e exposed and isolated, 

bu t th is  sm all ensem ble was po lished and profess iona l. One 

hopes th e  A Level exam iners w ere as ap p rec ia tive  as the  

audience.

Two fina l vocal pieces fo llow ed. Flanders and Swann's 'A Word 

on my Ear' w hich the  m u lti- ta le n te d  Laura M orley sang w ith  

ap lom b, evincing a p ro fessiona lism  th a t few  on th is  evening could 

ou tdo. Again, as w ith  so m any o f her pe rfo rm ances, in to n a tio n  

and tu n in g  w ere im m acula te , p a rtic u la r ly  so in som e o f th e  m ore 

n im b le  sections. The next piece was the  classic 'Cat du e t' o f 

Rossini -  D uetto  B uffo  per due Gatti, sung by C atriona S uthe rland  

and V icky R obertson . They m anaged the  r ig h t tone  o f op e ra tic  

'ca ttiness ', like tw o  Divas to  the  m anner born, in tro d u c in g  a 

soupgon o f le v ity  to  th e  evening 's en te rta in m e n t.

The fina l m usica l o ffe rin g  o f th is  enchan ting  evening was a 

sw ing in ’ saxophone g u a rte t o f Loni Cham bers, H eather 

C ham bers, S tu a rt Chapm an and th e ir  tea cher J im  M orrice, well 

known to  genera tions o f S tra tha llan  jazz exponents. We w ere not 

d isappo in ted  w ith  th e  cho ice o f pieces e ither, tho ugh  w hat 

M ichael P rae to rius  m igh t have made o f his C ourante played by 

saxophones, is d iff ic u lt to  im ag ine. The evening was b rough t to  a 

rousing  fin ish  w ith  C onnolly 's  Sw inging th e  Blues, each 

saxophon is t being g iven the  chance to  d isp lay his o r her 

o u ts tand ing  im p rov isa tio n  skills.

The ove ra ll im pression o f th is  evening 's m usic-m aking is of 

s k ilfu l in s tru m e n ta l p lay ing o f an o u ts tand ing  q u a lity  o f w hich 

m any schools w ou ld  be envious. Tie th is  in w ith  chora l and o th e r 

vocal s inging o f a v a r ie ty  o f d iffe re n t genres, and one m igh t be 

hard pushed to  com e up w ith  a m ore pleasing o r d e lig h tfu l 

com b ina tio n  in any school. RHF
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/It's not easy getting a job, no matter what grades you end up with, it's still difficult. If 
you are 15 -16 years old and about o take standard grades or GCSEs, are looking to 
go into 6th Form, and are considering career options, then the Royal Air Force could 
help you with that choice. We currently offer a range of sponsorship opportunities 
within the commissioned specialisations. Whether you are looking to join straight 
from school or are considering graduate entry after university, we have a sponsorship 
deal which may suit,

Pilot Scholarship: Available for final year only, to those who wish to join the
Royal Air Force as a Pilot straight from school.

6th Form Scholarship: Available for final year only, to those wishing to join
the Royal Air Force after studying at university: automatically leads to
university sponsorship. The Scholarship is available in a number of career 
specialisations.

University Sponsorship: Available in a variety of branch specialisations.

For further details on these sponsorship and other opportunities offered by the 
Royal Air Force, or on more general information on the wide range of career 
options, contact us at the following address, or through your School Careers 
Adviser. You can also go through the RAF Web Site (www.rafcareers.com) or visit 
your local Armed Forces Careers Office.

Senior Careers Liaison Officer 
29-31 Bank Street 
Dundee 
DD! 1RW

THE STRATH ALLIAN 2000-2001

http://www.rafcareers.com


M U S I C

r
W e w e re  d e lig h te d  to  w e lc o m e  

M r E d w a rd  C o le m a n  M .M us. A .R .C .O ., D ire c to r  o f  M u s ic  a t L o re t to  S c h o o l, as o u r  a d ju d ic a to r  th is  ye a r. H e m a d e  

e n c o u ra g in g  re m a rk s  a b o u t  a ll in d iv id u a l a n d  g ro u p  p e r fo rm a n c e s , as  w e ll as  o f fe r in g  th o u g h t  p ro v o k in g  a d v ic e  

f o r  f u t u r e  c o m p e t i t io n s .

J ust for once, th e  D irector of Music received no 

com plaints about th e  resu lt and we m ay therefore  

conclude th a t his adjudication was judged to  be fair.

E xtracts fro m  Mr Colem an's com m ents  are as fo llow s:

NICOL w ere conv inc ing  and am using in th e ir con trove rs ia l 

bu t evergreen 'A lways look on the  B righ t Side o f L ife '. This was a 

w e ll-p e rfo rm ed  un ison song. Charles W ardm an's ‘ Im p rov isa tio n  

on the  M o on ligh t S ona ta ' u tilised  tw o  keyboards inc lud ing  specia l 

e ffec ts  to  produce a varied  bu t well s tru c tu re d  solo. Finally,

‘Sweet D reams' had presence r ig h t fro m  the  s ta rt, w ith  a nice 

balance o f th e  tw o  voices th ro u g h o u t.

TH O R N B A N K  opened w ith  an im pressive 'S h u ffle tim e ' fo r 

jazz group. This had a real sense o f im p rov isa tio n  in all th e  solos 

and one cou ld sense the  invo lvem en t of all the  players. V icky 

R obertson too k  us to  the  o th e r end o f the  spe c trum  w ith  an 

unaccom panied vocal re n d itio n  o f 'K illie k ra n k ie ' w here in  she had 

the  audience ea ting  ou t o f the  palm  o f her hand. The House 

C hoir b rough t th in gs  to  a rousing conclus ion  w ith  'M am a M ia’, 

accom plished pa rt-s ing ing  and bags o f en thusiasm  here.

R U TH V EN , look ing a lit t le  unsure o f them se lves a t the  s ta rt, 

neverthe less soon w arm ed to  regale us w ith  a t id y  pe rfo rm ance  

of '5 0 0  M iles'. W hat it lacked in su b tle ty  was m ore  tha n  m ade up 

fo r in en thusiasm . We w ere the n  tre a te d  to  th e  ta le n ts  o f Freddie 

S tew art in an im pressive, v irtu o so  g u ita r solo. 'R edw ood ' tu rned  

ou t to  be the  best rock band of the  day w ith  all p e rfo rm e rs  tak ing  

a fu ll p a rt in an exce llen tly  ba lanced ensem ble.

SIM PSO N  began w ith  Mark S trin g e r's  d e ft 'John M ackenzie's 

Fancy' on th e  sm all pipes, w ith  recorded backing track . This was 

fo llow ed w ith  ‘Karm a Police’, a n o th e r budd ing  rock band.

S im pson was un doub ted ly  a t its  m ost s trong  in 'S tro llin ' Th rough 

the  Park' a very  f in e ly  ba lanced unaccom panied fo u r-p a rt 

ba rbershop w hich made fre q u e n t re ferences to  life  a t S tra tha llan .

W OODLANDS began w ith  a sup erb ly  executed a rrang em e n t 

o f 'B rig h t Eyes' fo r  vocal due t and cham ber ensem ble. For the  

solo, Ni Wang played her solo 'B u tte r f ly  Lovers' cop ing w ith  some 

im pressive passagew ork w ith  g rea t finesse. The ch o ir ended w ith  

th e  d iff ic u lt a rra n g e m e n t o f ‘ Im ag ine ’. There was m uch a tte n tio n  

to  de ta il and the  th re e  pa rts  w ere exce lle n tly  ba lanced and 

b lended th ro u g h o u t.

FR EELA N D  also presented unaccom panied th ree - pa rt 

ha rm ony in th e ir  cho ir piece ‘Deep R iver'. The ir ch o ir was well 

focused w ith  a good blend o f voices. This was fo llow ed by a 

m arve llous solo in the  fo rm  o f P eter H ew itt (accom panied by 

J in d ra  Z ite k ) s ing ing  'The Lads in th e ir  H undreds’, a m oving F irst 

W orld War song. Back to  e a rth  w ith  a ve ry  t id y  and rh y th m ica lly  

t ig h t in s tru m e n ta l ensem ble p lay ing 'B rick  in the  Wall'.

RESULTS
Best Conductor Ruthven ( D. Coaton)

Best Accom panist Freeland (J ind ra  Z ite k  - piano)

Best Solo T hornbank V icky R obertson- voice)

Best Ensemble W oodlands

Best Boys Choir Simpson

Best Girls Choir T hornbank

Best House Overall T hornbank
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M U S I CThinkinq back on th e  tour last te rm , my m ost vivid  

m em ories are of th e  choir dinner a t P izza Express 

(where we discovered th a t we could sinq Schubert's  

Sanctus from  m em ory: th is  was done as a Grace before 

th e  m eal, much to the astonishm ent of all th e  other  

diners), I also rem em ber the hectic bus trips  on the  

bigqest bus we have ever needed, due to th e  qrowing size 

of th e  choir, an unbelievably qood Chinese m eal in Lincoln 

(eat 't il you drop) and Miss Dewar's unbelievable  

perform ance a t Lincoln bowlinq alley. Som ewhere alonq 

th e  way of course, we also sang in some beautifu l cathedrals, 

churches and m insters, where th e  wonderful chords of the  

Widor Mass and much other m usic reverberated around th e ir  

ancient stones: who will forqet th e  sound of th e  choir sinqinq 

from  th e  east end of w hat is surely one of th e  finest buildinqs 
in Europe, Lincoln Minster.

This year we sang ou r way fro m  Carlisle C athedral to  Stow 

M inster and from  Kendal Parish Church to  L inco ln Minster. Our 

pe rform ances were m ore varied th is  year; whereas we no rm a lly  

sing choral evensong (th is year at C arlis le and Stow), we also sang 

a lunch tim e concert a t L inco ln and a Sung Eucharist a t Kendal. We 

also sang an a fte rn o o n  concert to  all the  pupils a t Malsis 

P repara to ry  School. This was undoub ted ly  ou r busiest to u r to  date 

(five concerts  in th ree  days inc lud ing  trave lling  8 0 0  m iles.) Only 

Mr Read can th in k  up such itineraries . This is done on the  grounds 

th a t we need to  be kept busy.

This was Mr W almsley's in itia tio n  in to  a S tra th  cho ir to u r and 

he and Mr Bolton had som e cha lleng ing organs to  cope w ith , not 

helped by the  occasional problem  of not being able to  see the 

conductor.

That is no t all the  cho ir to u r is about however; the y  w ork  very 

hard all year, learn ing a large re p e rto ire  du ring  the  m in im um  tw o 

hours' p ractice each week. The to u r gives them  the  p riv ilege  and 

huge reward o f s inging in w onderfu l acoustics, o ften  to  very  large 

audiences. For m any years now the y  been exce llent am bassadors 
fo r the  school

Choir trip
All th a t rem ains is to  thank  all the  s ta ff who took us, Mr and 

Mrs Read, Mrs McFarlane, Miss Dewar, Mr Bolton and Mr W almsley 

As well as the  musical side, the y  all help to  keep th ings runn ing  

sm oothly, w he the r it's  coping w ith  a sore th ro a t o r ca jo ling III 

Form ers to  be gu ie t past m idn igh t and stop singing. This alone 

would be enough to  fr ig h te n  m any off, but it d id n 't and we thank 
them  fo r tha t.

It has been a p riv ilege  to  be Head o f Choir th is  year. The fact 

th a t the  cho ir pe titioned  Mr Read tw ice  fo r a n o the r to u r in the  

sum m er te rm  perhaps shows how m uch fun  the y  are and how 

keen eve rybody was. There is a lo t o f ta le n t in the  cho ir and I wish 

them  luck and look fo rw ard  to  hearing a lo t m ore from  them  in 

the  fu tu re . Laura M orley
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Forgandenny rocks
T h is  w as  th e  y e a r  w h e n  th e  ro c k  b a n d s  s e e m e d  f in a lly  to  c o m e  in to  th e i r  o w n . R a ise d  o n  a d e c ib e l- r ic h  d ie t  w h ic h  in c lu d e d  

th e  lik e s  o f  Q O T S A , D e fto n e s  a n d  th e  in d e s c r ib a b ly  c a m p  M o n s te r  M a g n e t, in g e s te d  b y  th e  g ro s s  a t v e n u e s  a ro u n d  

G la sg o w , th e  g u y s  g o t  t h e i r  s tu f f  to g e th e r  a n d  s t r u t te d  i t  o n  a n y  s ta g e  th a t  w o u ld  s u p p o r t  th e  c o lo s s u s  t h a t  is ro c k .

They are no-one, many; from  th e  d izzy  heights of 
Turp itude- a band w ith  a website fer chrissake  

w w w .geocities .com /turp ituderu le- to  th e  rem arkable  

m em bers of th e  A llardyce fam ily , responsible for not m ere ly  

one but tw o ac tive  rock bands during th is  annus m irabilis , by 

way of a host of o ther by no m eans negligible contributors . 
H ere is an account by one of th em . We who are about to  rock 

sa lu te  you. EGK

This year was a rea lly  good one fo r the  band. It s ta rted  w ith  

th e  usual lack o f eq u ipm e n t and a dank and d rea ry  hexagonal 

bu ild ing  (This is a b it Kevin the  Teenager, isn ’t  it, Jo h nny?  Ed) in 

w hich to  practise, so th in gs  cou ld n 't bu t im prove. Turp itude, 

C ord ia l ( la te r Rising Sun?) G uerrilla  Regime and Torn Input 

O u tpu t had several gigs in and o u t o f school, inc lud ing  the  

c ritica lly -acc la im ed  S tra ths tock  in the  S um m er Term w hich bo th  

raised m oney fo r c h a rity  and covered the  cost o f the  barbecue.

The a cg u is ition  o f a la rger p rac tice -room  was probab ly  the  

f irs t sign th a t rock bands w ere now  be ing accepted as a genuine 

p a rt o f th e  m usica l a c t iv ity  o f w ha t is, a fte r all, a ve ry  m usica l 

school. The Music D epa rtm e n t cam e up w ith  som e b e tte r q u a lity  

eq u ipm e n t fo r  us, and w e ’d like to  thank  Mr Read fo r d igg ing  it 

ou t o f the  cupboard- thanks also, by th e  way, to  M r V allo t and Mr 

K ennedy fo r genera l sup po rt and help w ith  gigs ove r the  year.

We th o u g h t acceptance cou ld n ’t go any fu rth e r. We were 

w rong. Two o f ou r fe llow  "a n g ry  teenagers  w ith  no th ing  b e tte r to  

do than  play loud m usic w ith  sw earw ords in " (not, inc ide n ta lly  

m em bers o f Tu rp itude ) w ere aw arded ha lf-co lou rs  fo r  music.

T u rp itu de  now  look fo rw a rd  to  the  year ahead as a pe riod  o f 

solid practice, loads o f gigs and fa r less stress. We w ill a lso be 

busy being responsib le  p re fec ts  and va luable  m em bers o f the  

school com m unity , and w ork ing  rea lly  hard so th a t we can get 

good exam resu lts  and bo ring  jobs. Yeah. Johnny S-D
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Pipe band T h e  P ip e  B a n d  has h a d  a n o th e r  s u c c e s s fu l yea r. 

T h is  ha s  b e e n  m ix e d  w ith  s a d n e s s  a n d  c h a n g e . D a v id  C la rk , a f t e r  n e a r ly  tw e n ty  y e a rs  te a c h in g  s n a re  d ru m m in g  a t 

S tra th a lla n ,  le f t  f o r  fa m ily  re a s o n s .

His contribution over th e  years has been much 

appreciated. Gordon Brown, leading drum m er of the  

Boghall and B athgate Caledonia Pipe Band has now 

filled his position. His drum  corps won th e  Grade 1 Drumm ing  

a t th e  2 0 0 1  World Pipe Band Championships. We are very  

fo rtuna te  to  have him teach at S tra th a llan  and look forward to 

th e  developm ent of th e  drum corps because of his ta len t for 

teaching young players. The sadness cam e during th e  sum m er 

te rm  w ith  th e  sudden death of George Braid who tau g h t the  

bass section drum m ers. His helpful, guiet sty le  of teaching will 
be grea tly  missed by his colleagues and pupils alike. He was 

always willing to lend a hand and take on extra  duties such as 

painting the band room and even renovating the old bass 

drum . A group of pupils and s ta ff attended his funeral in 

Bridge of Earn where Pipe M ajor Jennifer Hutcheon played at 
th e  church and then played Macintosh's Lam ent a t the  

graveside. Our thoughts and condolences are w ith his widow 

Sally a t th is  sad tim e.

On CCF fie ld  day, the  band took o ff en masse to  v is it the  

w orkshops of Inveran Bagpipe Makers in Loanhead. Here they 

were given a very  in fo rm a tive  ta lk  and de m onstra tion  on the  

a r t o f m aking bagpipes, fro m  seeing a sam ple o f the  o rig ina l 

A frican  Black Wood th roug h  all the  stages to  the  fin ished a rtic le . 

Many thanks to  Craig S cott who gave up the  m orn ing  to 

accom m odate us.

The successes o f the  band s ta rted  a t the  S cottish  Schools' 

Q ua rte t and Trio P iping Cham pionships w here S tra tha llan  won 

The Forrest McLelland Trophy as f irs t prize in the  Q ua rte t 

Cham pionship. Mark S tring e r led his team  o f Niall Robertson,

Carin M unro and Rory W hytock in a ve ry  professional 

pe rfo rm ance  in the  op in ion of the  judge. The tr io  o f Cameron 

Jack, Calum Emslie and Benno Rawlinson fin ished in f if th  place in 

the  J u n io r Trio P iping section.

A t the  Dundee, Perth and Angus Branch Solo Piping 

Cham pionships, Mark S tring e r fin ished second in the  18 years 

section March, S tra thspey and Reel. O ther prizes won at the  

cham pionsh ips were: Carin Munro, th ird  in the  16 years and under 

March S tra thspey and Reel; Niall Robertson, f i f th  in the  16 years 

and under J ig ; Cameron Jack, fo u rth  in the  18 years and under 

Novice Piping and Benno Rawlinson, s ix th  in the  under 15 years 

C hanter event.

A t the  C ra igm ount High School Solo Piping Cham pionships, 

Mark S tring e r won The C ra igm ount Rose Bowl as second prize in 

the  18 years and under P iobaireachd w ith  a ve ry  good 

perfo rm ance . Duncan Lawson won The Halliday Cup as th ird  prize 

in the  C hanter com pe tition  in w hich Benno Rawlinson won the  

s ix th  prize.

Mark S tring e r made an exce llent job  o f p laying the  lam ent on 

Rem em brance Day.

Our next ou ting  came in Jan u a ry  when we a ttended the  Vale 

o f A tho ll Solo P iping Cham pionships. S tra tha llan  walked o ff w ith  

fifte e n  prizes inc lud ing  the  Senior C ham pionship. Niall R obertson 

won the  Senior C ham pionship and The Bank of Scotland Trophy 

by w inn ing the  fo llow ing  prizes in the  sen io r section: second in 

the  March, S tra thspey and Reel, second in the  J ig  and th ird  in 

P iobaireachd. Mark S tring e r was second in the  P iobaireachd and 

fo u rth  in the  J ig , both in the  sen io r section. Carin M unro was 

second in the  sen io r Dress and D epo rtm en t section and s ix th  in 

the  sen io r March, S tra thspey and Reel. Cameron Jack won The 

M cDonald B ro thers Trophy as f irs t prize in the  13 to  15 years 

C hanter section and fo u rth  in the  13 to  18 years Novice Piping 

section. In the  same age group, Calum Emslie took s ixth  prize in 

the  C hanter and th ird  in the  Novice Piping, Benno Rawlinson was 

f if th  in the  C hanter and s ix th  in the  Novice Piping w hile Duncan 

Lawson took f if th  prize in the  Novice Piping. An exceptiona l day.

V arious Pipers played at Burns N ights and St Andrew s N ight 

ce lebrations, w ith  Mark S trin g e r p laying a t the  school event.

A t the  Glasgow H ighland Club Schools' Cham pionships, Carin 

M unro having won the  J u n io r P iping C ham pionship last years 

walked o ff w ith  the  Senior C ham pionship and The MacPherson 

Trophy th is  year. Niall R obertson won fo u rth  prize w hile Mark 

S tring e r fin ished seventh also in the  sen io r event. Cam eron Jack 

played very well to  reach the  fina l o f the  In te rm ed ia te  Solo Piping 

Event.

A group o f p ipers again took pa rt in the  S cottish  Schools' 

Beating Retreat at Edinburgh Castle w here the y  en joyed the 

experience. This year all the  p ipers played fo r the  high land 

dancing and coped w ith  th is  ve ry  well.

A s tirr in g  display (in sunshine fo r a change) on Speech Day 

pleased a large audience of parents and pupils. Some of our 

young hopefu ls  had a chance to  show o ff th e ir new piping and 

d rum m ing  skills. They were given a rousing cheer fo r th e ir  e ffo rts . 

We look fo rw ard  to  them  developing fu r th e r  ove r the  next few 

years. J ind ra  Z itek  ou r p iper fro m  the  Czech Republic did 

ex trem e ly  well to  play the  whole  pe rfo rm ance  considering  th a t he 

has been playing fo r less than  tw o  years, having s ta rted  to  learn 

when he a rrived  at S tra tha llan, to  com plete  his s ix th  fo rm .

Our o u tdoo r com pe tition  season th is  year was cu rta iled  by 

the  sad loss o f Mr Braid and the  cance lla tion  of the  Bearsden 

co m pe tition  w hich we usually attend.

A t The S cottish  Schools' Cham pionships th is  year, S tra tha llan  

re ta ined The Loch Nan Eun Quaich (in m em ory  o f B ert B arron) fo r 

fin ish ing  as the  top  school in the  Solo P iping Events. As well as 

th is  Niall R obertson won the  East o f Scotland Challenge Cup as 

w inne r o f the  Senior Solo P iping Cham pionship, Carin M unro won
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The A rgy ll and S uthe rland H ighlanders Cup as w inne r of the 

In te rm ed ia te  Solo Piping C ham pionship and Rory W hytock took 

th ird  prize in the  In te rm ed ia te  Solo D rum m ing event (no t bad fo r 

a piper). The band were placed th ird  in the  Pipe Band 

Cham pionship.

At the  Royal S cottish  Pipe Band A ssocia tion European Pipe 

Band Cham pionships, S tra tha llan  won the  pip ing and fin ished in 

e igh th  place in the  Novice Juven ile  Grade a fte r a very c red itab le  

perform ance. The experience o f tak ing  pa rt in the  massed bands 

at the  end of the  day a long w ith  some of the  best bands in the  

w orld  is som eth ing  th a t the  players w ill rem em ber fo r a long tim e  

to  come. Over 180 bands took pa rt in the  cham pionships; it took 

m ore than  tw o hours to  get them  all on to  the  co m pe tition  fie ld  to 

m arch past the  ch ie fta in  o f the  event.

The next event of the  te rm  was the  S tra tha llan  Solo Piping 

and D rum m ing C om petition  w here a good num ber of pupils took 

part. The main prize w inners were:

Novice Drumm ing
Bass and Tenor Drum m ing

Junior Drum m ing
Senior Drum m ing

Most Im proved Drum m er
Most Im proved Piper
Chanter

Novice Piping
Junior Piping

Piobaireachd
Senior Piping
Hornpipe and Jig

Best C ontribution to  th e  Band

Heather Cham bers

Laura Mackie

Steven Peaston

Howard Gray

Steven Peaston

K it Hayward

K it Hayward

Kit Hayward

Carin Munro

Niall R obertson

Niall R obertson

Mark S tringe r

Mark S tringer.

Our fina l event of the  year was a pe rfo rm ance  at 

Headm aster's Music by the  g u a rte t o f JSRH, Mark S tringer, Niall 

Robertson and Carin Munro on the  Scottish Small Pipes. They 

played a March, S tra thspey and Reel and then a Slow A ir 

accom panied by a backing track, which was well received.

We look fo rw ard  to  the  cha llenges o f next year and ce rta in ly  

hope fo r happ ie r tim es ahead. JSR H
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Scripture union
Over th e  course of th e  last year S.U. has m et every  Tuesday for 

half an hour of Bible study, prayer, and catching up on each  

other's w eekly experiences. For th e  las t te rm  we were glad to  

welcom e M r Pickles into S.U. He has contributed g rea tly  to  th e  group, 
securing th e  lib rary  saloon as an improved venue for our m eetings.

A m em orab le  tr ip  to  Pizza Hut ended a n o th e r h igh ly  successful year. We 

are very  th a n k fu l to  Mr Lunan who, ove r the  years, has pu t tim e  and e ffo r t 

in to  S.U. We w ish h im  well in his new job  and w ill m iss his co n tr ib u t io n  next 

year.

Chapel report
Due to th e  long process involved in appointing th e  new 

chaplain several contingencies were adopted in chapel 

th roughout th e  year. This s ituation  existed until th e  

end of M arch when th e  Reverend Robert P ickles was 

appointed to th is  p a rt-tim e  post.
We w ant to  thank, Revs A lis ta ir M cCorm ick, W illiam  Neill, 

Donald Cam pbell, Dr Fin lay M acDonald, John Chalm ers, Douglas 

N icol, Jane Denniston, Colin W illiam son and anyone else w ho may 

have been ove rlooked fo r all th e ir  hard w ork  and ge ne ro s ity  in 

s tepp ing  in to  th e  breach.

S crip tu re  Union has con tinued  th is  year and those  who 

a ttended  w ere ve ry  g ra te fu l to  Mr Sandy Lunan w ho m oved on to  

a n o th e r post a t the  end o f 2001 and we are g ra te fu l fo r all the  

tim e  th a t he gave to  the  m eeting.

The new Chapla in is m a rried  to  Hazel and has th re e  ch ild ren  

John, David and Hannah all a t S tra tha llan . He is a m in is te r o f the  

C ongregationa l Federation. He was o rda ined in 1980 and holds 

degrees fro m  London U n ive rs ity  and the  U n ive rs ity  o f Wales.

A fte r m in is te ring  to  tw o  churches in the  1980s, Mr Pickles ta u g h t 

th e o lo g y  in B irm ingham  fo r  12 years. He com es to  the  post a fte r 

m in is te rin g  fo r tw o  and a ha lf years in Avoch on the  Black Isle by 

Inverness. He and his fa m ily  m oved in to  School in J u ly  and are 

now se ttled(ish).

There are to  be several changes in the  next yea r w ith in  the  

Chaplaincy. The ap ron stage has been re ta ined fro m  

H eadm aster's  m usic fo r an experim en ta l period o f tim e . This has 

becom e the  m ain area fo r reading and preaching. The choir, 

about 70  strong, w ill be seated behind it in the  chancel. The cho ir 

w ill be tak in g  a g re a te r p a rt in w orsh ip  in the  com ing year tha n  in 

recent tim es.
A w eekly  S hort C om m union Service has been in troduce d  on 

Tuesdays a t lunch tim e.

The Sunday evening Service w ill be m oved p e rm a n e n tly  to  

9.15 pm in o rde r to  a llow  as m any pupils and s ta ff as possib le to 

be back fo r chapel. It is hoped to  make the  Sunday evening 

S ervices gu ite  varied . It is fu r th e r  hoped th a t th e re  w ill be 

p a rtic ip a tio n  by Houses in th e  co n s tru c tio n  and p e rfo rm ance  of 

services.

D uring the  week it is p lanned th a t on W ednesday th e re  w ill 

be a ha lf hou r Chapel Service fo r the  e n tire  school inc lud ing  

Riley. A School Assem bly w ill occu r on Friday and w ill include 

Riley.

There is to  be a C harities  C om m ittee  com pris ing  tw o 

rep resen ta tives  fro m  each house, the  Second M aster and the  

C haplain. This co m m itte e  w ill co -o rd ina te  the  ra ising o f m onies 

and the  chapel o ffe rin g s  and new events to  help those  in need.

It is hoped th a t these m easures w ill make the  Chapel bo th  

m ean ing fu l and he lp fu l to  the  pupils and sta ff. To old 

S tra tha llians  I w ish to  add th a t chapel and the  chap la in  w ill 

a lways be at yo u r disposal should you need e ith e r o f them  a t any 

tim e.

I w ould  like to  tha nk  the  H eadm aste r and the 

H ousem istresses/m asters fo r  th e ir  sup po rt in the  w ork  o f the  

Chaplaincy. We con tinue  to  re jo ice in fine  m usic in Chapel and I 

w ould  like to  express thanks to  Mr David Read, D irec to r o f Music 

and Mr R ichard W alm sley fo r th e ir  con tinued  e ffo rts . Laura 

M orley as Head of C hoir did a sp lendid  job  too. Mrs Thom pson 

has con tinued  to  m anage the  prov is ion  o f chapel flow ers  and to  

all those  who p rov ide  flo w e r a rrang em e n ts  week by week, thank  

you. I would  like also to  thank the  Chapel p re fects , N ick S incla ir 

and Charles S proa t who did an adm irab le  job  du ring  the  tim e  

be tw een chapla ins. RP
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S C H O O L  D R A M A

Godspell

sSBS

T h is  w a s  th e  f o u r th  m u s ic a l to  be  p e r fo r m e d  in f iv e  y e a rs  

a n d  i t  g e n e ra te d  th e  u s u a l e x c ite m e n t  in  th e  p a r t ic ip a n ts ,  

as w e ll as th e  e x p e c ta t io n  in  th e  a u d ie n c e  th a t  a n o th e r  

e v e n in g  o f  e n te r ta in in g  m u s ic , d ra m a  a n d  d a n c e  la y  

a h e a d . A  p o s it iv e  g e s a m tk u n s tw e rk  th a t  w o u ld  h a ve  

s o m e th in g  f o r  e v e ry b o d y .
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Godspell as a w o rk  is not, perhaps, as w ell known as Guys and 

Dolls and th e  o th e r  successes o f recen t years, and it  m ig h t have 

few e r a r t is t ic  cha llenges, bu t th e re  was m ore  tha n  enough fo r 

an e n e rge tic  and ta le n te d  cast to  c rea te  an en joyab le  and 

rew ard ing  evening.

It is, o f course, the  Gospel s to ry , and th e  ac tio ns  to o k  place 

in a c ircus ring , w h ich  n e a tly  p rov ided  good o p p o rtu n it ie s  fo r 

R ingm aste r A m elia  Lane to  take  C h ris t th ro u g h  som e o f the  

E vangelis ts ' s to ries  to  the  fin a l m om ents  o f th e  c ru c if ix io n . The 

open ing  A ct p rov ided  th re e  o p p o rtu n it ie s  fo r  he r and W illiam  

Bow ry to  lead th e  com pany in th e  sp ir ite d  num bers  th a t set the  

ton e  fo r  the  rest o f the  evening -  e n e rge tic  com pany s ing ing, 

th o u g h tfu lly  co n tr ive d  and e ffe c tiv e ly  executed choreography, 

s ty lish  a c tin g  and s ing ing . The f irs t  ac t con tinued  w ith  scenes 

based on the  s to ries  o f th e  Good S am aritan , th e  Sower and the  

P rod iga l Son, w h ich  in tro d u ce d  us to  som e o f th e  res t o f the  

p rinc ipa ls . V icky R obertson  and Euan A itkenh ead  had been tw o

o f th e  stars o f last yea r's  L it t le  Shop o f H orro rs , and the y  

com bined well in th e ir  m usica l re la tio n sh ip  w ith  the  rest o f the  

com pany in th e ir  im a g in a tive  and sh a rp ly  focused songs. Ben 

D ailey and Laura M orley w ere tw o  o th e r old hands w hose 

experience  showed in th e ir  slick s tage presence, th o u g h tfu l 

ac tin g  and e ffe c tive  s ing ing . Rebecca Jo h ns ton e 's  "A ll good 

g ifts " , based on th e  fa m ilia r  hym n tun e  "W e p lough th e  seeds 

and s c a tte r" , was a se lf-assured and m u s ic ia n ly  c o n tr ib u t io n  to  

w ha t was a lready  a ve rsa tile  f irs t  act. It was pla in th a t a lo t of 

th o u g h t had gone in to  the  o fte n  gu ite  in tr ic a te  dance 

m ovem en ts  th a t he lped to  illu s tra te  th e  ac tio ns  in th e  c ircus 

ring ; and by now it was ev ide n t how m uch tim e  and tro u b le  had 

been taken o ve r th e  m akeup no t on ly  o f th e  p rinc ipa ls , like the  

d iab o lic  Judas, bu t th e  w ho le  cast as well.

These gua lities  were equa lly  present in the  second half, 

w here we w ere in troduce d  to  th e  rest o f a ta le n te d  cast. C atriona  

S uthe rland  (“ Turn Back 0  M an") and P eter H ew itt ("W e Beseech
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T h ee") to o k  th e  o p p o rtu n it ie s  p resen ted  by th e ir  so los to  

d isp la y  th e ir  m us ica l ta le n ts , and H o lly  H arvey and K irs tie  

A itke n 's  d u e t ("B y  My S ide ") was c le a r ly  en jo yed  as m uch by 

th e  p e rfo rm e rs  as by th e  aud ience . The a d m ira b le  band had 

th e ir  w e ll-d ese rve d  so lo  and th e n  it  was th e  tu rn  o f A m e lia  to  

lead th e  cast in a th r i ll in g  f in a le  th a t ro unde d  o f f  w h a t had 

c le a r ly  been a h ig h ly  en jo ya b le  eve n ing 's  e n te r ta in m e n t fo r  an 

a p p re c ia tiv e  aud ience .

It has been said th a t w ith o u t an audience 's en thusiasm  

m usica ls collapse, th e ir  be ing a genre th a t responds w a rm ly  to

ev iden t ap p rec ia tion  and find s  it d iff ic u lt to  evince awe, 

con te m p la tio n  o r silence. This p roduc tio n , by the  usual team  of 

Messrs K ilp a trick  and Salisbury, gave us a Godspell th a t con ta ined 

buckets o f chu tzpah, h ipp ie  chic and sheer verve, bu t th e re  were 

also guieter, m ore re fle c tive  m om ents when the  audience were 

rem inded th a t th is  evening 's e n te rta in m e n t o f music, song and 

dance was no t ju s t noisy, en joyable  pa rtic ip a tio n , but also 

a tte m p te d  to  rem ind us th e re  was a serious po in t to  be made. 

Never fo rge t, however, gen tle  reader, "The p lay's the  th in g ."
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S P E E C H  A N D  D R A M A

Quick, down..down., 
now..GO, GO, GO.

E ig h t  s o ld ie rs  in  a r m y  fa t ig u e s  a n d  c lu tc h in g  m a c h in e  g u n s  d ro p p e d  d o w n  b e h in d  th e  p a rk e d  H o n d a  b e fo re  d a r t in g  

a c ro s s  th e  ro a d  to  ta k e  s h e lt e r  b e h in d  a re d  F ia t.  "R ig h t .q u ic k . .m o v e . .N O W .”  T h e y  ra n , c ro u c h e d  d o w n , a n o th e r  te n  

m e tre s  a n d  to o k  c o v e r  b e h in d  a R a n g e  R ove r, f r o m  w h e re , w e a p o n s  a t  th e  re a d y , th e y  c o u ld  w a tc h  a n y  s u s p ic io u s  

m o v e m e n t o n  th e  s t r e e t .

No, dear reader, re lax, th is  was no t an a rm y m anoeuvre  in a 

b a ttle  zone, no r was it even a CCF exercise, it was seven 3rd  Form 

boys and one g ir l w ith  p las tic  guns, g e ttin g  in to  cha rac te r fo r 

th e ir  ac ting  scene fro m  "The Long and The S ho rt and The Ta ll'’ 

a t th e  E dinburgh C om p e tition  Festival speech and dram a classes, 

a t St. M argare t's  School. I on ly  hope the  in ha b itan ts  o f East 

S uffo lk  Road w ere no t too  a larm ed.
For these 3rd  Form ers, the  im p rom p tu  rehearsa l obv ious ly  

paid off, because th e y  ach ieved d is tin c tio n  fo r  th e ir  pe rfo rm ance . 

Then, a m onth , la te r th e y  ga ined honours  fo r th e  same piece in 

the  LAMDA exam w here the  exam iner rem arked th a t the y  had 

w orked ve ry  w ell to g e th e r and en joyed them se lves im m ensely.

Verse speaking a c tiv itie s  began as always w ith  the  P erth  

Burns Club A nnual Festival. M alco lm  Fraser won the  Ruth 

Lum sden Quaich fo r his p e rfo rm ance  o f "T he P udduck" by J.M. 

Caie and Ishbel McFarlane won, fo r th e  second tim e, the  

A rch iba ld  M orrison  M em oria l Ouaich fo r  "Tae a M ouse" by Burns. 

In the  unaccom panied Scots song section Rachel Fergie, Rebecca 

Joh ns ton e  and V ic to ria  R obertson w ere runners-up  in th e ir 

respective  age g roup classes.
As w inne r o f the  sen io r verse-speaking prize, Ishbel was 

again inv ited  to  p e rfo rm  at the  P erth  Burns Club annual d inn e r in 

January.

A t the  P erth sh ire  C om p e tition  Festival in M arch ou r pupils 

won nine classes, inc lud ing  th re e  honours. For Bible reading 

Ishbel McFarlane and Louise Lam b bo th ob ta ined 9 0 %  in th e ir  

respective  classes, and Ishbel 91% fo r a poem  by W illiam  Soutar. 

O ther f irs ts  w en t to  Ishbel fo r English poem s and Shakespeare, to  

Roddy W alker and A nn-Lou ise  Breaden fo r  Bible reading, to  

Rebecca Joh ns ton e  fo r  Burns, A im i Gdula fo r Shakespeare and 

C ha rlo tte  C arpen te r fo r  English poems.

The E dinburgh C om p e tition  Festival in May b ro u g h t m ore 

successes. Ishbel won he r Scots verse class w ith  honours, and in 

the  Burns too k  the  E dinburgh Burns Club's prize. A long w ith  

C ha rlo tte  C a rpen te r she won the  g roup  acting  fo r a scene fro m  

"An Ideal H usband" by Oscar Wilde. Louise Lam b won bo th  the

lig h t verse class and the  W.L D algle ish Prize fo r Bible reading. 

Form 1 (M to  Z) won the  choral verse speaking class and na rrow ly  

defeated 1J in the  g roup acting  of a poem class. Finally, Malcolm 

Fraser cam e firs t in the  solo verse speaking fo r boys aged 12 to  14.

This year, once again we had a LAMDA (London A cadem y of 

Music and D ram atic  A rt)  exam iner w ith  us fo r  fo u r days, one in 

Decem ber and th re e  in June. The H eadm aste r had the  happy 

task o f handing o u t 122 ce rtifica te s - no t all on the  one day.- fo r 

ac ting , im p rov isa tio n , spoken English, chora l verse speaking, the  

speaking o f verse and prose, read ing fo r pe rfo rm ance , and th is  

year fo r the  f irs t tim e , English as an a d d itiona l language, and 

m ime.

In the  ac ting  classes honours  m arks w ent to  C harlo tte  

Carpenter, Tom Hine, Peter H ew itt, Jo  Greer, M hairi G illanders, 

N icola Boyd, C atriona M artin , O liv ia Gerrie, M elanie K otserog lou , 

V ic to ria  D rum m ond-Hay, and the  "so ld ie rs ", Jam es Lawson, Hui 

Chen, S tew art Moulds, A lex S m ith, Charles Lam, R ory Philip,

D igby Legge and J-J C halm ers. Rebecca Joh ns ton e  m ade it  a 

doub le  w ith  ac tin g  and m ime, and o th e r honours w ent to  V incent 

G rosskreu tz fo r  English as an a d d itiona l language and Selena 

G illespie fo r spoken English. In the  speaking o f verse and prose 

Sam S m ith  ga ined honours  a t grade five  and Louise Lam b at 

bronze medal level.

For the  f irs t tim e  LAMDA now o ffe rs  the  chance o f ga in ing 

g roup awards fo r  candidates ach iev ing specified  grades in 

pe rfo rm ance  and com m un ica tion  exams. Ishbel McFarlane is ou r 

f irs t pupil to  ach ieve th is , ga in ing the  in te rm ed ia te  

com m un ica tion  award w ith  tr ip le  honours in grade five  reading 

fo r pe rfo rm ance , spoken English ce r tif ic a te  o f m e rit, and the  

speaking o f verse and prose bronze m edal.

O th e r ac ting  m edals w ent to  C hris W righ t (s ilver) and Isla 

B arnard, W illiam  Bowry, A im i Gdula, C atriona S uthe rland  and Ben 

Dailey (bronze).

Special awards fo r  the  h ighest m arks in LAMDA exams w ent 

to  Sam S m ith  (R iley), Tom Hine (S en io r School grades) and Ishbel 

McFarlane (Sen io r School m edals and ce rtifica te s ). IIMcF
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S E N I O R  D R A M A

The year kicked off with the senior competition in the 
Autumn term, which followed rapidly on the back of 
House Music, ensuring that all the senior pupils had a 
good culture fix prior to the Christmas break. The 
competition allowed for a free choice of pieces, which 
resulted in a varied programme for the audience and 
adjudicator to enjoy.

Freeland tre a te d  the  audience to  an exce rp t fro m  The 

M erchan t o f Venice, ab ly  acted by a ll. There was a p a rticu la r ly  

po w e rfu l pe rfo rm ance  fro m  Chris W righ t as M alvo lio , w hich won 

him  a w e ll-deserved award as one of the  best acto rs. By way of 

con tras t, Nicol chose a h igh ly  con tem p ora ry  piece, Gasping by 

Ben E lton, w hich was an e legant sa tire  on the  the m e  of p o llu tio n  

and g lob a lisa tion . This was a ve ry  s tro ng  ensem ble piece, w ith  

exce llen t pe rfo rm ances fro m  all the  acto rs, headed by W illiam  

Bow ry and Euan A itkenhead . W ith an im pressive piece o f the a tre , 

th e ir  e ffo r ts  ea rned N icol the  cove ted Best P rod uc tion  sh ie ld  fo r 

the  second consecutive  year.

Ruthven w ere th e  on ly  house th is  yea r to  use a screenplay as 

th e ir  source m a te ria l, w ith  a scene fro m  Rounders. In a da rk and 

in tense three-hander, L iam  Ferry, ab ly  sup po rted  by la in Robb 

and R uaridh Emslie, to o k  a n o th e r o f the  best a c to r prizes. 

S im pson op ted fo r an ab ridged vers ion o f Joh n  G odber's e igh ties  

b lack com edy, Bouncers. This was a cha lleng ing  piece th a t re lied 

on ac tin g  skill to  deve lop m u lti- face ted  cha racte rs  in a non-stop 

carn iva lesque sty le . A gain a s tro ng  sense o f ensem ble p laying 

was in ev idence fro m  Fraser Niven, Steve S m ith , A ndrew  Mack 

and Ken M ackenzie, w ith  Fraser ea rn ing  the  th ird  of the  best 

a c to r awards.

The g irls ' houses w ere no tab ly  w eaker th is  year, p a rtly  due to 

last m inu te  cast changes. However, the y  co n tr ib u te d  v a r ie ty  to  

the  co m p e titio n  w ith  pieces taken fro m  The S team ie by 

T hornbank and The Secret D iary o f A drian  Mole (Aged 13 and ?) 

by W oodlands. Thornbank pu t on a ve ry  com m and ing 

in te rp re ta tio n  o f th is  piece, w ith  exce llen t S co ttish  accents and 

good ind iv id ua l cha rac te risa tion s , p a rtic u la r ly  fro m  Georgia 

Manson, A m elia  Lane and K aty F lem ing. U n fo rtun a te ly ,

W oodlands w ere ra th e r le t down by last m inu te  su b s titu tio n s  

w hich, un like  in spo rt, ra re ly  co n tr ib u te  to  a s tro n g e r team . 

However, it is g re a tly  to  th e ir  c re d it th a t th e y  were ab le to  

p e rfo rm  a t a ll and gave an en joyab le  in te rp re ta tio n  o f th e  tr ia ls  

and traum as o f g row ing  up, in th e  p lay adapted fro m  Sue 

Tow nsend’s keenly observed novel.

I
 My con g ra tu la tio n s  go to  all team s fo r p rov id ing  a high 

q u a lity  evening of th e a tre  which, a t its he igh t, fea tu re d  som e of 

the  s tro nge s t pe rfo rm ances I can recall in recent years o f house 

dram a. I w ou ld  also like to  thank th is  yea r's  ad jud icato r, Mrs 

Lovina Roe, fo r  judg ing  th e  com pe tition .

Junior
House
Drama

This year's competition, held in the Summer term, 
took a slightly different format. Instead of asking 
houses to devise a script based on a pre-determined 
topic, they were charged with the task of incorporating 
and interpreting the phrase "It's  a dead dog!". As a 
result, there was a great variety in the approach taken, 
which made for a highly entertaining evening.

W ith no tab le  pe rfo rm ances fro m  Tom Hine, Ross Anders, 

A ndrew  O 'Donnell and Max S tew art, it a t f irs t appeared th a t the  

boys had taken all th e  spoils. However, the  p rize  fo r  best o rig ina l 

s c rip t w ent to  W oodlands fo r  th e ir  innova tive  and e n te rta in in g  

pastiche, d raw ing on a ch ild ren 's  nu rse ry  rhym e, na rra ted  by 

Ishbel McFarlane and fe a tu rin g  a live (well a lm ost) dog in the  

fo rm  o f Mel K otserog lou .

However, the  to p  acco lade stayed w ith  th e  boys and Freeland, 

w hose m a ste rfu l piece in fluenced by th e  film  Snatch, was 

b e a u tifu lly  c ra fte d  and e xp e rtly  acted by a ta le n ted  ensem ble 

cast. This was led by Tom Hine and Ross A nders and fe a tu re d  a 

w e ll-observed cam eo p e rfo rm ance  fro m  Jam es Lawson.

Again, my thanks go to  all the  team s and to  Ms Steph Dewar, 

o u r A ustra lian  ass is tan t teacher, w ho accepted the  po isoned 

cha lice and ad jud ica ted  the  co m p e titio n . IWK
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iqital year
S tra th a lla n 's  y e a r  in  p ic tu re s

Reels night again

Ru gets the biggest Harley 
Davidson he could afford

That'll teach you to 
mess with me, sonny
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Quel beau!

A policy of sidelining women? Don't be absurd

Blonde bombshell

I've never met her before in my life

Honest. This is how they do it in Luton
Four little maids 
from school are we
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Ann-Louise leaves them all standing



Riley economises on dorm facilities

Waving 
his fee

Hands-on
approach

Have you ever seen 'The deerhunter', John

Sunshine 
and roses

This hat, 
like, rocks
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And if you ever 
mention the diet of 
worms to me again...

It's alright. He won't 
notice we're gone

Stretching a point

I didn't know Mr. Shields 
was that famous in Spain

Lean cuisine

The Ronnie Corbett 
appreciation society make 
a sighting on the lawn
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Big Top 
Circus

Get in the motor, son 
(we are now officially 
in the moneylending 
business)

Rite of passage

Hay while the 
sun shines

Just looking 
at the pictures

...and if, in future, 
you could make an 

effort to dress for the 
occasion, Robert
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A R T

Art

1 A lasta ir Hickman UVIth Snake-Like Form Painted Construction

2 Giles Sneddon LVIth Self P ortra it Woodcut

3 Lindsay B ickerton UVIth A Woman's World Large-Scale-Collage

4 Russell Garden UVIth Homage to Wren Woodcut

5 Frederick Stewart UVIth Bird Forms Woodcut
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A R T

1 V ictoria  Robertson LVIth City Self-Portra it Coloured Woodcut

2 Holly Harvey Vth Self Portra it Painted Construction

3 Rowan Marshall LVIth Musical S till Life Coloured Woodcut

4 Jenny Hay Vth A Personal Landscape Paint & Ceramics

5 Isabella Chaussy LVIth Tuscany Coloured Woodcut
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A R T
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Howard Gray 

Alison Daniels 

V ictoria  Kennedy 

Lindsay Allan

Vth

LVIth

LVIth

Vth

African Masks Ceramic

City S e lf-Po rtra it Prin ted C onstruct

Cityscape 

Natural Forms

Painted Construction 

Glazed Ceramic



D E S I G N  & T E C H N O L O G Y

Design & technology

1 lain A lla rdyce UVIth A-Level Coffee Table

2 Laurence Ferguson UVIth A-Level Lounge Table

3 Evan Aitkenhead UVIth A-Level Lounge Table

4 A lasta ir Hickman UVIth A-Level Rocking Chair

Idigbo, Glass - 
Clear & Frosted

Brushed A lum inium , Ash 
Sandblasted Glass

Black Ash, Glass

Ash, Cherry, Woodcut
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D E S I G N  & T E C H N O L O G Y

1 Anneke Laux UVIth Higher M irror/W all Hanging

2 Lynsey Wallace UVIth Higher Coffee Table

3 Hamish Allan UVIth Higher K itchen W orkstation

4 Alan McLelland Vth GCSE Storage Unit

MDF, Mosiac, Tile, 
M irror, Mild Steel

Ash, Glass

Beech

Cherry, Ash

g

i
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1st XI
The 2001 season was a m ixed affa ir, w ith  som e no tab le  high 

po in ts , in p a rtic u la r ou r f irs t w in ove r G lenalm ond in 23 years 

and a 'doub le ' ove r close ne ighbours  D o lla r Academy. W hilst we 

de feated m ore  schools than  in 2 0 0 0 , we fared  less well in the  

c lub games. The w ins ove r the  Old S tra tha llians  and MCC o f last 

season w ere reversed by bo th clubs in 2001, bo th  gam es show ing 

ou r w o rry in g  ten den cy  to  com e up 3 0  o r 4 0  runs s h o rt o f par 

scores, a llied  to  a genera l in a b ility  to  bowl good sides ou t on 

decent hom e tracks. The bow ling re lied  to o  heavily  on Neil 

M c llw ra ith  and M a tthew  Ford w ho too k  tw o  th ird s  o f the  w icke ts 

betw een them ; the  b a ttin g  on Ford and Lawrence C ourt, tho ugh  

o th e rs  did a t tim es produce decent scores in t ig h t s itua tions . The 

fie ld in g  was good fo r the  m ost pa rt and, a p a rt fro m  in one 

m atch, the  ca tch ing  was exce llent, w ith  new w icke tkeeper Robbie 

S tew art im p rov ing  as the  season w ent on.

The b iggest tro u n c in g  o f th e  season too k  place a t the  hands 

o f Fettes (by 106 runs), th o u g h  we rem ained unbeaten against 

school sides un til we su ffe red  tw o  heavy de fea ts  in th e  end o f 

te rm  Festival by 10 w icke ts to  Dulw ich College and Lancaste r RGS 

by 7 w ickets. Indeed the  p e rfo rm ance  o f the  Lancaste r fie lde rs  

and spin bow lers was probab ly  the  m ost d isc ip lined  pe rfo rm ance  

by a fie ld in g  side we have ever seen. There was m uch to  asp ire  to  

here fo r ou r p layers. The losses to  bo th  MCC (3 8  runs) and 

C lubsport XI (3 w ickets) w ere m uch closer. Of ou r v ic to rie s  the 

largest was by 125 runs in the  f irs t D o lla r gam e, th o u g h  L o re tto  

and G lenalm ond w ere also beaten w ith  va ry ing  degrees of 

co m fo rt. The Dollar gam e was made no tab le  by the  tak in g  o f 5 

w icke ts by o ff-sp in n e r David S tew art in o n ly  his second game, 

cap ta in  Jam es Philips lead ing the  way w ith  the  bat aga inst 

Lo re tto .

The gam e against G lenalm ond always resonates w ith  

s ign ificance  fo r S tra tha llan  teams, and th is  yea r was no d iffe re n t.

A sedate G lenalm ond s ta r t was ru de ly  b rough t to  a ha lt by an 

as ton ish ing  bow ling spell fro m  M a tthew  Ford, ou r res ident Aussie. 

He to o k  7-13 in a susta ined spe ll o f in-sw ing bow ling to  w hich the  

G lenalm ond ba tsm en had few  answers. A t 39 fo r tw o  ou t we 

looked to  be in good shape to  ove rhau l the  G lenalm ond to ta l, but 

an exce llen t bow ling  spe ll fro m  th e ir  o ff-sp in n e r W eld-Forrester 

(6-22), tu rn e d  the  gam e to  G lena lm ond ’s advantage. A 'gu tsy ' 

p a rtn e rsh ip  betw een w icke tkee per Robbie S tew art (25 no) and 

Ross A nders (3 no), in o n ly  his second game, rescued the  resu lt 

fo r  us. A ve ry  tense and e m o tio n -fille d  a tm osphere  e rup te d  in to  

joy  as Anders stroked the  w inn ing  run to  end a long w a it fo r  th a t 

tr iu m p h  ove r ou r tra d it io n a l riva ls.

The best ind iv idua l scores o f the  season cam e fro m  Lawrence 

C ourt who scored 93 no aga ins t a C lubsport XI in a Festival 

w arm -up gam e and an unbeaten 5 0  aga inst the  XL Club. W illiam  

B ow ry scored 6 0  aga ins t D o lla r as did M a tthew  Ford. W ith a lit t le  

m ore cons is tency fro m  the  b a ttin g  as a u n it th is  cou ld have been 

a good season, ra th e r than  a fa ir one, bu t ou r inexperience  in the 

lim ited  overs fo rm a t was also a fa c to r in d isap po in tm en ts  o f the 

end o f te rm  Festival.

W ith a ll bu t th re e  o f th e  side back next year, and a crop of 

p rom is ing  youngste rs  com ing th ro u g h  of w hom  two, Tom Hine 

and Ross Anders, m ade th e ir  debuts tow ards the  end o f the  te rm , 

expecta tions o f success w ill be h igh and im provem ent, bo th  

ind iv id ua l and co llec tive , w ill be dem anded if we are to  rem ain 

co m p e titive  on ou r c irc u it and in next season's Festival.

My thanks, as ever, go to  Nick Du Boulay fo r the  con tinu ing  

h igh s tandard o f his u m p iring  and his tire less  coaching o f ou r 

b a tting , no t to  m en tion  his sage advice at tim es when the  M aster 

in Charge needed it m ost. We w elcom ed back la in Philip  from  

A ustra lia  fo r th e  second ha lf o f te rm  and tha nk  him  fo r the  aid he 

gave m any o f ou r you nge r ba tsm en. One hopes we w ill have the  

b e ne fit o f his coaching next season. To Sodexho go thanks fo r
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the  ca te ring  th ro u g h o u t the  season, bu t p a rtic u la r ly  d u ring  the  

Festival pe riod . W ith the  a p p o in tm e n t o f a new Head 

G roundsm an we can expect the  fu r th e r  im p rovem en t o f ou r 

p itches and look fo rw a rd  to  ba tsm en ’s p rospering  on safe and 

ru n -fille d  p itches in the  fu tu re .

2nd XI
The m ain a c tiv ity  o f the  season was w atch ing  S cott M acFarlane 

bowl a lm ost eve ry  team  o u t on his own, w ith  walk-on pa rts  being 

played by Colin W illiam son who was la te r e leva ted to  the  1st XI at 

th e  end o f te rm , and by cap ta in  N ick C om m on whose b a tting  

im proved in leaps and bounds. W ins w ere recorded ove r Lo re tto , 

bow led o u t fo r  27 (S co tt M acFarlane 8-10), and Fettes C ollege by 

26  runs. The gam es aga ins t G lenalm ond w ere the  m ost 

co m p e titive  o f the  season. In the  f irs t m a tch  we to ta lle d  126-8 

decla red w ith  Nick Com m on scoring 57 and Neil A nderson 27. 

When the  overs ran ou t G lenalm ond had scored 125-8, S cott 

M acFarlane p ick ing  up a n o th e r 5 w ickets. In th e  second m atch 

m a tte rs  w ere ju s t as close w ith  G lenalm ond ru nn ing  ou t w inners 

in a t ig h t fin ish . Not su rp ris ing ly , S cott was the  lead ing w icket- 

take r and Nick Com m on the  lead ing run  scorer, bo th  do m ina tin g  

the  end o f te rm  gam e against a MCR team  on Riley Paddock, 

desp ite  the  best e ffo rts  o f DRG and PMV.

3rd XI
The side th is  yea r su ffe red  fro m  a lack o f re gu la r fix tu re s  aga ins t 

schools, th o ugh  a spe c tacu la r w in was recorded against 

G lenalm ond and ve ry  c re d itab le  draw s a tta in e d  against 

M erch is ton  Castle and Fettes. S tar p e rfo rm e rs  here w ere Alex 

N icolson w ith  his ow n in im ita b le  brand o f leg-spin, and all- 

ro unde r M ark Buchan w ho scored runs ap le n ty  and too k  w ickets. 

In the  G lenalm ond game, ou r op pos ition  scored a daun ting  164, 

bu t M ark Buchan and Fraser Mackie bo th  h it gu ick -fire  30s, 

leaving Euan A itkenhead to  d e live r the  coup de grace w ith  an 

unbeaten 40 . A ga inst M erch is ton  Buchan had an exce llen t a ll

round p e rfo rm ance  w ith  4 0  runs and 2-25. A lthou gh  a m ore 

'soc ia l' side than  h igh e r team s, the  3rd XI's in do m itab le  sp ir it 

be lied no lit t le  c r icke tin g  skill.
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Junior 
Scores
Junior Cricket
The Senior Colts team s w ere dec im ated  a t a la te  stage by 1st 

XI dem ands on the  tw o  m a jo r p layers Tom Hine and Ross 

Anders, bo th  o f w hom , a t various stages, cap ta ined th e  A side. 

Chasing a da un ting  L o re tto  score th e y  ensured a 10 w icke t 

w in w ith  a p a rtne rsh ip  in excess o f 120 a fte r Ross had taken 5 

L o re tto  w ickets. A ga inst Fettes the  A side again won, th is  tim e  

by 5 w ickets, as Hine scored a n o th e r 5 0  w ith  David Coaton 

and Danny H o ffm an  ch ipp ing  in w ith  va luab le  co n tr ib u tio n s . 

W hilst the  A side lost to  M erch is ton , the  B team  won by 2 

w ickets, Rennie Myles scoring 33 and Ewan Tem plem an tak ing

4  w ickets. As the  te rm  w ore on David Coaton con tinued  to  

score runs and Hian S tark 's  ow n brand o f seam bow ling won 

him  p ro m o tio n  fro m  the  B side. W hils t Hine and Anders have 

a lready  m ade th e ir  1st XI debuts, th e re  w ere o th e rs  here who 

should  asp ire  to  th is  level in the  seasons ahead.

The J u n io r Colts A side began its season w ith  a c rush ing 

v ic to ry  ove r L o re tto  by 6 w ickets a fte r bow ling th e ir opponents 

ou t fo r 13, tho ugh  it la te r cam e back down to  ea rth  w ith  a 

resound ing bum p, su ffe ring  a 2 0 0  run de feat at the  hands o f a 

M erch iston team  boasting several Scotland players. Notable 

pe rfo rm ers  here w ere A ndrew  O 'Donnell and Malcolm  Jack 

w ith  runs and w ickets respectively. The B side pu t up cred itab le  

pe rfo rm ances against bo th  L o re tto  and M erchiston, Tom Reid 

and Andrew  Niven s ta rring  w ith  the  ball, and M atthew  B rebner 

w ith  the  bat. Both sides m ust realise th a t w ith  a l it t le  m ore 

practice  the  pe rfo rm ances may have been im proved, 

pa rticu la r ly  aga inst M erchiston, and th e ir resilience alone w ill 

no t suffice . W in te r nets and coaching are ava ilable fro m  the  

sen io r school sta ff. There is some ta le n t here, bu t a lo t o f hard 

w ork is necessary if it is to  be realised in the  seasons ahead.

RHF

Strathallan 1st XI Averages 2001

Innings Not Out Runs Average H ighest Score

L. V. Court 12 3 322 35.78 93  no t ou t

M. Ford 13 2 278 25.27 63

T. Hine 6 0 105 17.5 30

W. Bowry 12 0 198 16.5 6 0

N. J. M dlw ra ith 13 0 213 16.38 4 5

J. A. Phillips 13 1 179 14.92 4 8

Overs Mdns Runs W kts Average Econ S trike  Rate

M. Ford 115.2 37 311 21 14.81 2.69 32.95

N. J. M c llw ra ith 152.3 4 0 367 22 16.68 2.41 41.59

I. Robb 71.1 12 217 11 19.7 3.05 38.81

D. S tew art 81 9 4 0 0 11 36.4 4.94 44.18
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Catches

W. B owry 7

M. Ford 7

N. J. M c llw ra ith 7

W icketkeeping

R. J. S tew art Caught 8

Stum ped 2

1st XI Results 2001

Played Won Lost Drawn Abandoned
14 '5  6 1 2

S tra tha llan  

P erth  N o rth e rn

164-8 dec (L. V. C ourt 37, A. R obertson 28 no, M. Ford 22, N. M c llw ra ith  20 ) 

9 9  all ou t (N. M c llw ra ith  4-14, I. Robb 4-30) Won

Occasionals

S tra tha llan

Did no t Bat

185 -4  dec (M. Ford 5 4  no, N. M c llw ra ith  45 , W. B ow ry 29) Abandoned as Draw

L o re tto  School 118 all o u t (M. Ford 4-30, D, S tew art 4-32)

S tra tha llan 120-3 (J. A. Phillips 48 , M. Ford 26 no) Won by 7 w ickets

Fettes College 236-2 dec (A. Rathie 100 no)

S tra tha llan 130 all ou t (M. Ford 28, L. C ourt 17, A. R obertson  16) Lost by 106 runs

S tra tha llan 175-7 dec (W. B ow ry 35, N, J. M c llw ra ith  25, M. Ford 63 )

D ollar Academ y 50  all ou t (D. S tew art 5-16, M. Ford 2-2, N. M c llw ra ith  2-10) Won by 120  runs

XL Club 20 8 -3  dec (D. Bell 9 0  no)

S tra tha llan 156 fo r 5 (M. Ford 34, L. V. C ourt 5 0  no) Drawn

Old S tra tha llians 171-7dec (E. A nderson 36  D. Fergusson 27, H. D. Forbes 22 no, 1 Robb 3-39)

S tra tha llan 118 all o u t (T. H ine 23, N. M c llw ra ith  23, R. C larke 18) Lost by 5 3  runs

Edinburgh Academ y 141-5 (R. M o ffa t 67 no, N. M c llw ra ith  4-31)

S tra tha llan Did no t Bat Abandoned as Draw

S tra tha llan Cancelled - rain

M erch is ton  Castle

MCC 181 fo r 1 dec (M. A llingham  111 re tire d )

S tra tha llan 143 a ll ou t (W. B ow ry 22, L. V. C ourt 4 8 ) Lost by 3 8  runs

Glenaim ond College 100 all ou t (N. J. M c llw ra ith  3-36, M. Ford 7-13)

S tra tha llan 101-8 (T. Hine 21, J. A. Philips 18, R. S tew art 25 no) Won by 2  w ickets

S tra tha llan 193-5 (4 0  overs) (L. V. C ourt 93  no, N. M c llw ra ith  42)

C lubsport XI 194-7 (39.5 overs) (N. M c llw ra ith  2-40 , M. Ford 2-35) Lost by 3  w ickets

S tra tha llan 83 all ou t (J. A. Philips 17 no, N. M c llw ra ith  14)

Dulw ich College 84 -0 Lost by 10 w ickets

S tra tha llan 194-6 dec (W. B owry 60, J. A. Philips 31, T. Hine 30, A. R obertson 21)

D ollar Academ y 181 all ou t (A. Davidson 91, N. M c llw ra ith  2-19, J. Philips 3-35) Won by 13 runs

S tra tha llan 9 4 -9  (L. V. C ourt 32)

Lancaste r RGS 95-3 (1. Robb 2-25, N. M c llw ra ith  1-21) Lost by 7  w ickets
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Rugby report
1st XV Rugby Report fo r the Season 2000-2001

Follow ing a pre-season m atch  against ou r long -s tand ing  frie nds  

fro m  the  Grange School in Santiago, Chile, ou r f irs t dom estic  

m atch was in the  S cottish  Schools ' Cup against B a lfron  High 

School a t S tra th e n d ric  Rugby Club. U ltim a te ly  a one sided m atch 

in w hich an 81-0 v ic to ry  was secured, the  B a lfron  boys p rov ided a 

s tiffe r resistance than  the  score line w ou ld  suggest and 

o u ts tand ing  pe rfo rm ances by Fraser Maxwell and Fraser Mackie 

he lped to  ove rcom e som e well o rganised and pe rs is ten t 

de fensive  work.

The tra d itio n a l fix tu re s  opened away a t Lo re tto , on ly  

occas iona lly  a happy h u n ting  g round fo r the  S tra tha llan  team s. 

The 1st XV go t o ff to  a poor s ta rt find in g  them se lves 7-0 down 

and invo lved in a t ig h t ly  con tested  and fre g u e n tly  in tense ba ttle . 

Towards the  end o f the  f irs t ha lf S tra tha llan  m anaged to  put 

to g e th e r som e con s is te n tly  good pe riods o f p lay and tr ie s  by 

Joh n a th a n  Stone and Fraser Mackie he lped tip  the  balance in 

fa vo u r o f the  away team . The m atch fin ished  w ith  a 29-7 

v ic to ry , w ith  eve ry po in t having to  be earned in the  face o f 

som e exce llen t L o re tto  tack ling .

Five days la te r the  1st XV found them se lves in 

Glasgow, th is  tim e  at K elv inside Academy. A no th e r 

in d iffe re n t s ta r t saw the  US 5 -0  down bu t som e 

po w e rfu l d r iv in g  p lay by the  pack in te rspersed  w ith  

som e incis ive ru nn ing  fro m  the  backs, desp ite  the  

to r re n tia l ra in, saw S tra tha llan  level the  scores.

This pa tte rn  of exchanging scores ca rried  on 

th ro u g h o u t the  game, w ith  the  1st XV find in g  it 

d iff ic u lt to  estab lish  a rh y th m  in the  face o f a 

s tream  o f pena lties aga ins t them . A score line 

o f 15-15 w ith  5 m inu tes  to  go saw the  team  

d e m onstra te  a level o f resource fu lness and a 

s tre n g th  o f cha rac te r w hich was to  serve them  

w ell th ro u g h o u t the  season. A score in the  

dy ing  m inu tes o f th e  gam e saw S tra tha llan  w in

by 22 po in ts  to  15, Jon a tha n  M cDougall, Ian A lla rdyce  and A llan 

Hay having p a rtic u la r ly  s trong  games.

Queen V ic to ria  School was the  venue fo r the  next cup game 

and as eve r the  op pos ition  w ere fit , well o rganised and d if f ic u lt  to  

break down. The fina l score line o f 15-7 to  S tra tha llan  was a fa ir 

re fle c tio n  o f the  game, one in w hich the  1st XV did no t m anage to  

ra ise the  level o f th e ir  p e rfo rm ance  to  th a t o f th e ir  own 

expecta tions. Ryan Soave and S cott M cK in lay played a s ign ifica n t 

p a rt in th is  p a rtic u la r v ic to ry .

The f irs t S aturday in O ctober saw us make ou r hom e debut 

aga ins t a s trong  Fettes College side. S tra tha llan  go t o ff to  a good 

s ta r t w ith  an ea rly  t r y  fro m  num ber e igh t Fraser Mackie, bu t a 

f la t pe riod  a llow ed Fettes to  ga in m o m entum  and the y  took 

con tro l o f p roceed ings in the  m idd le  pa rt o f the  game. A 

d isap po in ting  lack o f pos itiona l d isc ip line  by the  S tra tha llan  

boys saw Fettes score 3 converted  trie s . A late ra lly  saw 

Fraser Mackie go ove r fo r  his second try  bu t Fettes 

em erged deserv ing  w inne rs  by 21 po in ts  to  10.

The tra d itio n a l pre h a lf-te rm  fix tu re  aga inst 

G lenalm ond was the  usual tense and close 

affa ir. A large hom e crowd saw the

G lenalm ond players take  a 13-0 h a lf-tim e  

lead. A few  ca re fu lly  chosen words by 

the  coaching s ta ff a t ha lf tim e  saw 

S tra tha llan  p lay ing w ith  m uch m ore 

focus, se lf-be lie f and in te n s ity  a fte r  the  

break. Some exce llen t lineo u t w ork  by 

the fo rw ards  saw Jam es Phillips go over 

for a t r y  in the  corner. Oli S co tt stepped 

up to c o n ve rt fro m  th e  touch line . F u rthe r

- excellent w ork  invo lv ing  m any phases of 

continuous play be tw een fo rw ards  and 

backs saw the  Captain go ove r fo r a 

second try and S tra tha llan  take  the  lead
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14-13. C h a rac te ris tica lly  G lenalm ond cam e back, land ing a pena lty  

to  lead 16-14 w ith  fo u r m inu tes  to  go. An exp losive series o f m ini 

rucks saw S tra tha llan  in G lenalm ond te r r ito ry  and aw arded a 

penalty. Oli S cott du ly  ob liged by con ve rting  it fo r 3 po in ts  to  see 

S tra tha llan  em erge 17-16 v ic to rs .

Follow ing the  m id -te rm  break, the  1st XV took on Glasgow 

Academ y in the  th ird  round o f the  S cottish  Schools' Cup. The 

ea rly  exchanges were ve ry  evenly m atched bu t the  hom e side 

em erged w ith  a fo u r tr ie s  to  one, 24 po in ts  to  5 v ic to ry , thanks in 

no sm all p a rt to  o u ts tand ing  pe rfo rm ances by Joh n a th a n  Stone 

and Oli Scott.

Three days la te r the  team  w ere back on Big Acre th is  tim e  

p lay ing M erch is ton  Castle. The gam e s ta rte d  w ith  som e exce llent 

de fensive pressure by S tra tha llan . The 1st XV m anaged to  

m a in ta in  a ve ry  h igh level o f in tens ity , w ith  som e superb ly  

o rganised defence and cons is ten t and well co-coord ina ted  

a ttack ing  moves. H a lf-tim e  saw S tra tha llan  12-0 in the  lead. A 

com b ina tio n  o f skill and te n a c ity  a llow ed M erch is ton  to  f ig h t th e ir 

way back in to  the  gam e and, as fa tig ue  and a m od icum  o f se lf

doub t h it the  hom e side, M erch is ton  em erged 17-12 v ic to rs .

A week la te r and New fie ld , the  hom e of E dinburgh Academy, 

was the  venue. Follow ing the  in te n s ity  and exc item ent o f the  

M erch is ton  m atch, th is  was a ve ry  f la t and d isappo in ting  

p e rfo rm ance  fro m  the  1st XV. E dinburgh Academ y em erged 

v ic to rs  24 po in ts  to  0  and the re  cou ld be no d ispu te  as to  who 

was the  b e tte r team  on the  day. The S tra tha llan  boys did manage 

to  m oun t som e la te  pressure bu t th e ir  fa ilu re  to  score was 

perhaps as d isap po in ting  as the  success o f the  op pos ition  in 

scoring.

The pe n u ltim a te  m atch  o f the  season was played aga inst an 

unbeaten Dollar Academ y at Dollar. The S tra tha llan  boys too k  to 

the  fie ld  in pouring  ra in. U n su rp ris ing ly  D ollar do m ina te d  the  

ea rly  exchanges bu t som e sup erb ly  organ ised de fence and 

tenac ious tack ling  in p a rtic u la r fro m  Ross S uthe rland  and Jam ie  

Cam eron, saw the  S tra tha llan  boys p u ttin g  some exce llent phases 

of play toge the r. A ga inst the  exp ec ta tio ns  o f a voc ife rous  hom e 

crowd, S tra tha llan  too k  the  lead th ro u g h  a try  by prop Nick 

Sinclair. Do llar cam e back and a pe rs is ten t pe riod  o f possessional 

dom inance and te r r ito r ia l advantage saw them  take a 12-7 lead. 

The 1st XV con s truc te d  an exce llent scoring o p p o rtu n ity  ju s t p r io r 

to  ha lf tim e  bu t u n fo rtu n a te ly  fa iled  to  con ve rt th is  in to  po in ts.

An ea rly  second ha lf pena lty  saw S tra tha llan  close the  gap to  12

po in ts  to  10 and, w ith  tim e  ru nn ing  ou t, the re  was a pa lpable 

sense o f nervousness am ongst the  hom e team  and supporte rs . 

The gam e hinged on one p ivo ta l m om ent about 15 m inu tes fro m  

the  end when a po o rly  judged kick fro m  S tra tha llan  gave Dollar 

the  o p p o rtu n ity  to  take a 19 po in ts  to  10 lead. W ith the  pressure 

o ff the  D o lla r boys and the  p rospect of v ic to ry  no longer w ith in  

S tra tha llan 's  grasp, the  hom e side pu t to g e th e r tw o  pow erfu l 

passages o f p lay and in the  fin a l analysis em erged v ic to rs  33 

po in ts  to  10.

The vagaries o f the  S cottish  w ea the r m eant th a t the  Fourth 

Round S cottish  Schools' Cup aga inst M erch is ton  Castle School on 

W ednesday 6 th  Decem ber was the  fina l ou tin g  fo r the  1st XV. Due 

to  the  vo lum inous ea rly  D ecem ber ra in fa ll, the  venue fo r th is  

hom e m atch  had to  be on the  N o rth  Inch in P erth , cou rtesy  of 

the  ge nero s ity  o f P e rth sh ire  R.F.C. A n o th e r keenly contested 

m atch against th is  very  s trong  M erch is ton  XV saw the  v is ito rs  in 

the  lead by 12 po in ts  to  11 at ha lf tim e. S tra tha llan  s tru gg led  to  

deve lop the  cons is tency re gu ired  in the  second pe riod  of the  

game, m a in ly  due to  the  ve ry  well o rganised M erch is ton  defence. 

The v is ito rs  crossed S tra tha llan 's  line tw ice  in the  second half, 

leaving the  fina l score a t 25-11 in M erch is ton ’s favour. It was some 

sm all conso la tion  to  the  S tra tha llan  p layers tha t, in the  fina l 

analysis, M erch is ton  em erged as w inners o f the  S cottish  Schools 

Cup fo r the  2000-2001  season.

The 1st XV players are to  be con g ra tu la te d  fo r  th e ir  a tt itu d e  

and e ffo r t th ro u g h o u t the  season, one w hich saw them  playing 

som e o u ts tand ing  rugby and deve lop ing  th e ir  ind iv id ua l and team  

skills. The level o f co m m itm e n t regu ired  to  play a t 1st XV 

s tandard  is considerab le  and the  am oun t o f physical and 

e m otiona l energy expended is d iff ic u lt to  ove restim a te . A llan 

H ay’s cap ta incy  was a key fa c to r in the  pos itive  ach ievem ents of 

the  team  and he is to  be con gra tu la te d , along w ith  Jerem y 

M cDougall, S co tt M cK in lay and Joh na th an  Stone, on being 

aw arded Full Colours fo r Rugby. N ick Sinclair, Colin W illiam son, 

Fraser Chisholm , Jam es Philips and Ryan Soave w ere awarded 

H alf Colours. The coaches would  like to  thank  all the  p layers fo r 

th e ir  hard w ork  and de d ica tion  th ro u g h o u t the  season, and th e ir 

fe llow  coaches and all the  su p p o rt s ta ff fo r th e ir  considerab le  

inpu t in to  a m ost en joyab le  te rm . D JB , M R A JB T
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2nd XV Rugby

W ith key p layers having le a rn t m uch fro m  the  A us tra lia  to u r in 

the  Summer, the  second XV was always in a s trong  po s itio n  to 

en joy a good season. P layers found a sense o f re sp o n s ib ility  and 

depth  o f cha rac te r th a t produced good w ins in o ften  try in g  

c ircum stances.

E ventua lly  the y  on ly  lost tw ice, aga inst M urch is ton , w here  the 

shock o f nearly  w inn ing  was too  m uch, and Dollar, on a day on 

w hich fish  would  have stayed inside, and a big k ick ing  fly  ha lf 

negated any fo rw a rd  play.

O therw ise  chances were well taken, especia lly  du ring  a hard 

fo u g h t gam e aga ins t E d inburgh Academ y and a good w in a t 

G lenalm ond. Play was based around a fo rce fu l pack, who 

dom ina ted  set pieces, and d ire c t ru nn ing  fro m  the  backs using 

the  m o m entum  well. M ention  m ust be made o f S tua rt O liphant, 

who cap ta ined the  side ex trem e ly  well, and ensured th a t 

behav iou r on the  p itch  was im peccable  a ll season.

THE STRATH ALLIAN 2000-2001



S P O R T S

Sports Day 
and Athletics

The boys' in ter-house com petition on Sports Day was 

won, as it should be in an event of th is  calibre, w ith  th e  

last relay, th e  Captain of a th le tics  cominq throuqh on 

th e  final leq in tru e  "Boys Own" sty le  and confirm inq v ic to ry  

to Simpson. The qirls m atch saw Thornbank victorious over 

Woodlands.

Euan A itkenhead was the  Senior V ic to r Ludorum , w ith  th ree  

ve ry  good and tac tica l pe rfo rm ances, and Karen M cA rth u r Senior 

V ic trix . S cott MacDonald and Anna M acdonald won the  ju n io r 

prizes. The tug  o f w ar tro ph ies  fin a lly  w ent to  Nicol and 

Thornbank.

House S tandards w ere p a rtic u la r ly  good th is  year, and it is 

good to  see a p a tte rn  o f s tro ng  co m p e titio n  em erg ing 

th ro u g h o u t the  year groups. T hornbank should especia lly  be 

co n g ra tu la te d  fo r  w inn ing  the  th ird  yea r co m p e titio n  o u tr ig h t.

The fina l resu lt saw the  honours go to  Freeland, bu t all

co m p e tito rs  deserve c re d it fo r  th e ir  p e rfo rm ance  in w hat is 

possib ly the  m ost de m ocra tic  o f the  school com pe tition s .

The now tra d itio n a l w ea the r o f ea rly  season did no t help 

e ith e r the  a th le tes  or the  ad m in is tra tio n : a fte r the  dra inage of 

th is  Summer, next season should  no t see the  extra  w a te r jum p 

ha lfw ay down the  hom e s tra igh t. N or are  ou r a th le tes  fam ous fo r 

th e ir  pre season p repara tion ; it is d isap po in ting  th a t the  m atches 

against the  E dinburgh boys' schools see us despera te ly  try in g  to  

gain m atch fitness, w h ile  we are fin a lly  a t fu ll speed in the 

re la tive ly  ba rren  second ha lf o f te rm .

The g irls  com peted  s tro n g ly  all te rm : bo th  ju n io rs  and sen iors 

ca rried  all be fo re  them , w ith  v ic to rie s  ove r K ilg raston, Rannoch, 

Fettes and OVS. K irs ty  Hay, Karen M acArthur, K atie F lem ing and 

Sophie B arton pe rfo rm ed  co n s is ten tly  th ro u g h o u t.

Boys' resu lts  w ere m ore m ixed. The sen io r boys w ere always 

com petitive , led by S cott M cK in lay and sup po rted  by Euan
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A itkenhead , A lex A nton , Colin W illiam son and O liver Scott. 

M atches w ere won aga ins t Rannoch, OVS, and Fettes. A lthou gh  

the  under 17 boys won in the  sam e com pe tition s , the y  s tru gg led  

in ou r o th e r fix tu re s  to  put pressure on the  oppos ition . Euan 

O 'Donnell sp rin ted  well, bu t a ll th is  age g roup w ill b e ne fit from  

a n o th e r year's tra in in g  in th e ir  events.

We en joyed a ve ry  successful S co ttish  cham pionships, w ith  

S cott M cK in lay again the  o u ts tand ing  ta le n t, w inn ing  go ld m edals 

in the  sp rin t and 4 0 0  hurdles, as well as a 5 th  place in the  4 0 0 m . 

O liver S cott con tinued  ou r g row ing  tra d it io n  o f success in the  

2 0 0 0 m  steeplechase w ith  a Bronze m edal, bea ting  Alex A nton  

in to  4 th  place, and Colin W illiam son, M elanie K otserog lou ,G regor 

Duncan and K irs ty  Hay a ll m ade th e ir  fina ls.

As ever the  va r ie ty  and num ber o f events ca te red  fo r du ring  

the  season dem ands a p le tho ra  o f coaches and o ffic ia ls . Those 

s ittin g  in the  sunshine at E dm onton w ith  th e ir tech no log ica l aids 

and sh iny b lazers w ould  s trugg le , I suspect, w ith  a shot 

co m p e titio n  in a gale and po uring  ra in, w here the  shot 

d isappears in to  a sm all m arsh, and each round begins w ith  

a tte m p tin g  to  fin d  and excavate the  th ro w  before . S im ila rly  the  

v ic iss itudes o f w in te r tra in in g  in Lanzaro te  bear no com parison 

to  the  icy cha llenges o f sum m er tra in in g  in P erthsh ire , w here all 

too  o fte n  the  te rm  "w a rm  up " is a c ru e l irony. Thank you very  

m uch to  a ll w ho have helped the  a th le tes  th is  year.

Half co lou rs  w ere aw arded to : O liver Scott, Euan A itkenhead, 

Alex A nton , Colin W illiam son. DMH
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Netball W riting a report such as th is is

always a b it o f a nightmare. For th is reason I norm ally pass the job on to my 

captain. Occasionally, she lets me down - thanks, Jo. So instead of her blow by 

blow account of the season I thought I'd try  to w rite an artic le  which will 

a ttem pt to put people in the picture about netball at Strathallan.

A week  in t h e  l i f e  o f...

Tuesday - Training

1.15pm Reading th e  G irls ' Games no tice: N etball -  Meet W oodlands 

C om m on Room at 2 .45pm . Ooh, th a t sounds good. It's ra in ing  - 

m aybe w e 're  do ing a C indy C. video.

2 .45pm  Ooh, th a t sounds bad. A fa rtle k . O ut in th e  ra in a fte r 

all. R apid ly becom e acgua in ted  w ith  c rocod ile  runs a round the  

P ilgy route . A t least we don ’t have to  run up the  DT h ill. Oh, we're 

to  sp r in t up the  San hill. Seven tim es. In a pyram id. That sounds 

m uch worse. The ru gby  boys and hockey g irls  look on in 

am azem ent (and w ith  no tra ce  o f envy w hatsoever) as we tu rn  

va ry in g  shades (w h ite  -  Vicky, pu rp le  - EAE, green -  Clare, 

b lo tchy  -  Lindsey) ru nn ing  as fast as we can. A fte r a ll th a t we do 

a jog  to  w arm  down. Help.

W ednesday - League m atch .

Pile in to  a m in ibus and head fo r Bell's S ports ' Centre. E leanor 

sings along to  the  radio; Jo, Tisi and M im i pu t th e  school to  

righ ts ; Sara prepares to  be ye lled a t by Lindsey; Sarah eats tuck  

and EAE and AJM  a tte m p t to  so rt ou t the  gam e plan in the  

genera l cacophony.

For an hour we all run around like crazy ge tting  very sweaty in 

the  trop ica l heat th a t is Bell's. We w in a few m atches and fin ish 

round about n in th  o f the  fou rteen club sides. If we're lucky (not) we 

get to umpire, but th is does at least have the  bonus of a McDonalds 

tr ip  afterwards. (That's a bonus? Ed) Mimi adm its to  enjoying 

um piring but we’re deeply suspicious of th is and pu t it down to the 

fact th a t she’s never been let loose on a JES v CGNU encounter.

Thursday - Training.

The w arm -up s tre tch  g ives Steph the  o p p o rtu n ity  to  qu iz  Miss 

Mason on how the  w edd ing plans are go ing and fo r a progress 

re p o rt to  be g iven on T is i’s and K irs ty ’s knees.

The next ho u r o r so sees us th ro u g h  such p ractices as 

Peapod, P epperpo t, F igure 8, Frogger, G lad ia tors and the  Mexican 

Wave. If w e 're  fee ling  up to  it w e'll go on to  Throw - the - Square- - 

Run- the - D iagonal, L in ing, T im ing  and O ffe r-R e-offe r. Inc identa lly , 

it is good to  re p o rt th a t a fte r five  years Mrs l-F fin a lly  th inks  

she's g o t th a t one sussed.

For those  w ho always ask, yes, we do fin ish  w ith  a game. This 

g ives L indsey and A lanna the  chance to  knock a few  people ove r 

(it's  a n o n -con tac t sp o rt a fte r a ll) w h ile  EAE, AJM  and A l-F yell 

such encourag ing  com m ents  as "T h row  ahead.” , "A re you lot 

p lay ing ne tba ll o r having a tea p a rty  ove r th e re ? " and “ If you 

c a rry  on p lay ing  a tre e  fo r m uch longer som eone w ill nam e a 

species a fte r you.".

S aturday - M atch Day (Away).

We sing loud ly  on th e  bus on the  way the re  and sleep on the  way 

back. In between, the  shooters shoot lo ts o f goals, the  defence 

make lots o f in te rcep tions and the  cen tre  co u rt players link 

eve ryone to g e th e r w ith  a lo t o f runn ing  and passing. The practices 

pay o ff and everyone 's glad the y  did the  fa rtle k  as it's  made them  

so m uch fitte r. We w in m ost m atches. We eat a lo t of tea.

S aturday - M atch Day (Hom e).

As above, but w ith o u t the  b it ab ou t the  bus.

So, ne tba ll a t S tra tha llan  is a live  and kick ing. A t the  bo ttom  

end, Riley, w ho usua lly  s tru g g le  against m ore  experienced 

oppos ition , won th re e  m atches and Jean Ja rd in e  played a m atch 

fo r  the  Firsts. In the  m idd le, th e  U14 and U15 team s played well 

and won a lo t o f m atches w h ile  the  non-team  players had fun, 

several expressing an in te re s t in sen io r ne tba ll next season. The 

Seconds su ffe red  th e ir  usual d is ru p tio n  as team  m em bers w ere 

poached e lsew here but, nonetheless, produced som e very 

c re d itab le  resu lts. They reached the  sem i- fina ls  o f the  

Independent tro p h y  on ly  to  m eet th e  F irsts who w ere on a b it o f 

a m ission a t the  tim e  and no t keen to  be m e rc ifu l. One day it ' l l  be 

an a ll-S tra th  fina l... A t the  top  end, Jo  Coaton played he r last 

m a tch  -  he r d e te rm in a tio n  and p e rsona lity  have been a fea tu re  

o f S tra th  ne tba ll fo r the  last th re e  years and she w ill be missed. 

U nder he r cap ta incy  we ten ac ious ly  hung on to  the  Independent 

Schools' Trophy, a lbe it sha ring  it w ith  G lenalm ond a fte r a 22-22 

draw  in extra  tim e, and did indeed fin ish  n in th  in the  P erth  

Lad ies’ League. The co m m itm e n t o f th e  sguad, which saw us 

p lay ing  m atches r ig h t th ro u g h  th e  Easter ho lidays and the  

sum m er te rm  m ust be com m ended. Special m en tion  m ust go to  

E leanor Wanless, the  V ice-C aptain, w ho played in eve ry  position ; 

Sara A rak ji who, aged th ir te e n , too k  on the  Goal Keeper bib, 

s tepp ing  s tra ig h t in to  he r s is te r’s shoes; Mim i Bush, w ho was 

vo ted  ou r p laye r o f th e  season by the  o th e r League team s, and 

anyone w ho um pired .

To AJM  (now  A JT), Al-F, SF and o u r co n ve rt fro m  fitness,

DJC, fo r  th e ir  tire less  and ve ry  capable sup po rt; to  A lec fo r 

c lean ing  th e  spo rts  ha ll; to  Carol and he r team  fo r all those  

ca te ring  requ ire m en ts  (p a rtic u la r ly  the  last m inu te  ones -  oops); 

and espec ia lly  the  players, my thanks. H ere’s to  a n o th e r good 

season fo r  2001-2002.

Full Colours:

H alf Colours:

Jo  Coaton 

E leanor Wanless 

L indsey C hisho lm

M im i Bush 

K irs ty  F itzgera ld

U15 D istrict Players: Sara A rakji

S tephanie  Erdal

C la ire Leslie

EAE
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Boys' hockey For the First XI, with many senior 

members departed from the previous campaign, there were concerns about prospects fo r the season. These were shown 

to be unjustified in the most impressive manner.

In Ja n u a ry  a re la tive ly  inexperienced squad recorded indo o r 

v ic to r ie s  ove r Rannoch and G lenalm ond as a w arm -up fo r the  

G lenalm ond Indoor Sixes held a t Bell's S ports  Centre  in P erth . 

The to u rn a m e n t was a tense event w hich saw us de feated on 

pena lty  strokes by G lenalm ond in the  fina l a fte r an im pressive 

ea rly  round v ic to ry  ove r a s tro ng  P erth sh ire  team .

The o u td o o r season w ent fro m  s tre n g th  to  s tre ng th . 

U ndefeated in in te r-scho o l m atches, the  h igh ligh ts  w ere a 3-0 

w in a t L o re tto  and a 4-1 v ic to ry  ove r G lenalm ond. Even m ore 

im pressive was a 4-2 v ic to ry  ove r a good A berdeen G ram m ar 

School side, having been 0-2 down.

A ll o f th is , however, was ou tdone  by the  p e rfo rm ance  in the  

S cottish  Schools ' Cup. In a co m p e titio n  con ta in ing  th e  s tronges t 

team s in bo th  the  p riva te  and public  sector, we progressed to  the  

fina l w ith  a m ix tu re  o f easy v ic to rie s  and ve ry  close ones. The 

Old S tra tha llian  m atch, w hich the  school lost by a sing le  goal to  a 

ve ry  po w e rfu l side, proved to  be the  ideal w arm -up fo r  th e  Cup 

Final. Played in Dundee, aga inst a ve ry  ta le n te d  and de te rm ined  

M organ Academ y side, th is  was a superb m atch. A fte r sna tch ing  

tw o  ea rly  goals we found ourselves under in tense pressure w hich 

resu lted in a Morgan goal ju s t be fo re  ha lf-tim e . 2-1 proved to  be 

the  fina l score a fte r a n a il-b iting  second ha lf in w hich bo th  sides 

sguandered chances under the  pressure. U n fo rtu n a te ly  the  

p resen ta tion  cerem ony was ra th e r overshadow ed as M organ 

A cadem y succum bed to  flam es in the  background.

This m em orab le  season was fo llow ed by an en orm o us ly  

en joyab le  to u r to  N o rth e rn  Ire land. The f irs t game, aga ins t a 

b r ill ia n t R.B.A. side, was qu ite  an eye-opener. It was hum b ling  to  

fee l re lieved at losing on ly  1-6. It is w o rth  bearing  in m ind ju s t 

how s trong  som e sides are in d iffe re n t pa rts  o f the  B ritish  Isles, 

and pleasing to  no te  th a t R.B.A. won th e  a ll-Ire land  Cup. The next 

gam e was a go od-n a tu red  bu t b ru is ing  encoun te r w ith  an arm y 

side m ustered by o u r in c re d ib ly  generous L isbu rn  hosts. The 0 -0  

score line was a fa ir re fle c tio n  o f the  game. It was a f it t in g  end to  

the  season th a t ou r fina l game, against Cam pbell College,

resu lted  in a convinc ing  5-1 v ic to ry . We owe an enorm ous debt of 

g ra titu d e  to  ou r hosp itab le  opponents  and, above all, to  the  

people a t L isbu rn . This was a w o n d e rfu l way to  end the  season.

To pick ou t ind iv id ua ls  a t the  end o f a season is always 

d iff ic u lt bu t it w ill be hard to  replace the  un like ly  but 

e x tra o rd in a ry  goa l-scoring  skills o f Fraser Maxwell, the  e te rna l 

happy sm ile  o f A llan Hay (who was, inc identa lly , an exce llent 

cap ta in) and the  always m o re -than-generous  v iew  of events so 

soph is tica ted ly  expressed by ‘Z ip p y ’ in goal.

The Second XI also had a ve ry  good season. S u ffe ring  fro m  

the  usual calls fro m  above, the y  ach ieved m ore than  sa tis fa c to ry  

resu lts  aga ins t a num ber o f team s, several o f them  1st Xls. Q uite 

a few  m em bers o f th is  side are like ly  to  be cha lleng ing  fo r places 

in th e  First XI next season.

It was ve ry  d iff ic u lt to  find  op pos ition  fo r  the  Th ird  XI. This 

was a g rea t pity. The q u a lity  o f the  side was by no means 

a g ricu ltu ra l bu t som e of the  gam es th e y  had to  p lay w ere less 

than  com m ensu ra te  w ith  th e ir  skill.

A t the  ju n io r level som e ve ry  good hockey was produced. The 

under 15s bene fited  fro m  tr ip s  n o rth  and the  to u r to  N o rth e rn  

Ire land. A ta le n ted  and qu ick side, it becam e increas ing ly  

d isc ip lined  and e ffec tive . The resu lts  balance sheet was exce llent 

as was th a t o f the  under 15 Bs. The under 14s w ere ju s t as 

im pressive and a t th a t level som e superb w ork  was done on basic 

sk ills  and gam es' sense in the  Bs and Cs.

It is w itness to  the  en thus iasm  o f coaches at all levels th a t 

we do no t s tru g g le  fo r p layers once th e  vo lu n ta ry  e lem ent 'k icks 

in ’. They have m y thanks fo r all th e ir  e ffo rts . So also do ou r 

g rounds and ca te ring  sta ff. The ir fle x ib ility  is essentia l in a 

season so sub jec t to  the  w eather. In th is  a specia l m en tion  m ust 

go to  Earnside Coaches. The ir pa tience  over las t-m inu te  

a lte ra tio n s  and cance lla tions  is rem arkab le . This has been a 

h igh ly  en joyable  and successful season . C ong ra tu la tion s  to  all 

concerned. RJW P
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Girls' hockey After a long summer break returning 

for pre-season training wasn't in itia lly an appealing prospect. However once we had all found our feet and got over the

usual aches and pains we soon got back into the swing of things.

Hay who in the  sum m er te rm  was selected fo r the  U16 Scotland 

Squad. W ith them  she trave led  to  Ire land and Germany.

On beha lf of eve ryone in the  squad I'd like to  thank all those 

w ho helped w ith  the  g irls ' 1st XI team  all the  coaches and 

um pires w ith  the  o th e r sguads. In p a rtic u la r Miss S m ith  and Mr 

Giles and also Mrs D orw ard fo r  all the  w ine gum s be fore  every 

to u rn a m e n t

Anneke Laux
C aptain

This season has proved to  be very  successful, w ith  us even 

m anaging to  ob ta in  some silverw are. We had co m fo rta b le  w ins 

ove r Fettes, K ilg raston, G ordonstoun, L o re tto  and G lenalm ond. 

Our m ost m em orab le  tho ugh  w ere ou r v ic to rie s  ove r Fettes in the  

fina l o f the  Independent Trophy, ou r w in ove r Dundee High at 

home, som eth ing  th a t we haven 't succeeded in do ing in 8  years! 

U n fo rtu n a te ly  ou r m id lands cup run cam e to  an end w hen in the  

last m inu te  Dundee High scored a goal to  take the  gam e in to  

pena lty  strokes w hich we lost 3-2 in a close and exc iting  fina l. 

H ow ever th is  did no t de te r us as we cam e back runners-up  in the  

H erio t's  Sevens and w inners in the  High School o f Glasgow 

Seven's tou rn a m e n t. In a n a ilb itin g  fina l we beat H utch inson 's  in 

pena lty  flicks.

For a second year ru nn ing  it was g rea t to see all years were 

represented  on the  team . Five p layers again w ere se lected to  

represent m id lands a t the  in te r-d is tr ic t to u rn a m e n t. Hazel W hyte 

and Laura K otserog lou  w ere se lected fo r the  U18 squad w ith  

Jen ny  Hay, Katie F lem ing and A nn-Louise Breaden p lay ing fo r 

the  U16 sguad. Special co n g ra tu la tion s  m ust be given to  Jenny
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Ski racing
partly due to the amount of snow we were lucky enough to

T he racing team  was able to m eet and tra in , on p lastic  

a t Hillend in late au tum n and on snow a t G lenshee in 

th e  new year well into March.

S tra tha llan  School too k  p a rt in the  S cottish  Schools 

C ham pionsh ip  a t The Lecht in January , w here o u r g ir ls ' team  

fin ishe d  11th and ou r boys' 16th o u t o f ju s t under 30  team s. We 

w ere p a rticu la r ly  pleased th a t A lanna Duncan was placed 8 th  

overall.

In the  M inors race (pup ils  aged 14 and under) a t The Lecht, 

the  g irls  fin ishe d  13th and th e  boys 11th. M agnus O 'R eilly  fin ishe d  

12th overa ll, a good ach ievem ent when one considers the  q u a lity  

o f young skiers w ho too k  p a rt in th a t event.

O ur boys and g ir ls  w ere se lec ted  fo r  th e  B ritish  

C ham p ion sh ip  a t the  Nevis Range, m id -m arch . The g ir ls  

(M elissa Piper, A lanna Duncan, Sarah Schum ann and V icky- 

D rum m ond-H ay) fin ish e d  11th team  ove ra ll. M elissa 's 5 th  

p o s it io n  o ve ra ll was b o th  sp e c ta cu la r and p rom is ing . The boys 

(M agnus O 'R eilly , H a rry  W orkm an, A lex K le in  and Adam  

W allace) fin ish e d  in 9 th  po s it io n .

The nam e o f the  school w ill have been fa m ilia r abroad also, 

thanks to  Melissa Piper, w hose resu lts  inc lude the  fo llow in g :

The 2000-01 ski racing season has been a success overall, 

have from January onwards.

• 4 th  in th e  S lalom  and 4 th  in the  G iant S lalom  at the  B ritish  

A ssoc ia tion  o f Racing Clubs C ham pionship  in Lenk, S w itzerland

• 4 th  in the  G iant S lalom and a Bronze m edal in the  Slalom  

event a t the  B ritish  S choo lg irls  C ham pionsh ip  in Flaine.

As a resu lt o f he r success, she was selected fo r the  B ritish  

C hildren 's Ski Team w h ich  com peted  in th e  Czech Republic. A fte r 

fu r th e r  tra in in g  in France and Turkey, Melissa cam e 4 th  in the  

Super G iant S lalom , 5 th  in th e  S lalom  at the  B ritish  Land J u n io r 

and C hildren 's C ham pionship  and won a S ilver m edal in the  In te r 

Schools C hallenge Cup in A us tria  a t w h ich  she represented  

S tra tha llan .

A lanna Duncan did ex trem e ly  well too, fin ish in g  3rd  a t the  

Joh n  C lark BMW race and 1st a t th e  C ris ta l Cup, C ourchevel.

We are lucky to  have a nu m ber o f ta le n ted  and dedicated 

skiers w ho are no t pu t o ff  by the  som etim es inc lem ent w ea ther 

co n d itions  on the  slopes. F ingers crossed fo r a n o th e r w h ite  and 

a lm ost A lp ine  w in ter. Fabienne Thompson

Snowboarding
J am es Riach gained th e  firs t success for S tra th a llan  in 

th e  Scottish  under 19 Snowboarding Championships  

taking 5 th  place and securing gualification for the  

B ritish  Championship in M ayerhofen where he won Silver in 

th e  Parallel G iant S lalom . He was also rewarded w ith  two  

Bronze m edals in th e  Slopestyle and Big A ir a t th e  Highland  

Fling in Aviem ore.
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S
Boys' Tennis For the firs t time in Strathallan’s history the 1st VI competed in the 

Glanvil Cup. This is a competition involving schools from all over the country. It starts out with small, regional 

tournaments with the winners and runners-up from each qualifying fo r a larger event.

In th e  reqional com petition we were drawn against the  

S tra th  nem esis -  Glenalm ond. The m atch was to  consist 

of 4  singles games and tw o doubles, each com prising 3 

sets. W ith a four man team  th is  m eant th a t each m em ber of 

th e  team  would play a m inim um  of four sets, which a fte r  a 

four week break for Easter, was quite a daunting prospect. 

A fte r th e  firs t round (of singles) th ere  was nothing between  

th e  two sides w ith  each school taking tw o of th e  games. The 

second round (of doubles) was not guite so even as th e  firs t, 

Glenalmond taking both games quite com fortably.

So the  G lanvil Cup was over fo r S tra th  be fore  we were even a 

week in to  te rm , but p u ttin g  it down to  experience we w ere ready 

to  s ta rt a fresh  fo r the  school fix tu res . A lthou gh  we lost bo th  of 

the  doubles gam es aga ins t G lenalm ond, the  team  is in genera l, 

m ore su ited to  doubles play, so it  was hoped th a t the  

approach ing  school fix tu re s  were go ing to  produce som e b e tte r 

resu lts. The firs t tw o  o f these ce rta in ly  he lped pu t a sm ile  back 

on Mr W att's  face; his second season in charge  m aybe w asn't 

go ing to  be a com p le te  w ashout a fte r all.

W ith a re gu la r team  o f Rory Carm ichael, R ichard Webb, David 

Coaton, B la ir Chalm ers and A ndrew  Mack, cap ta ined by Max 

Reynolds, we sound ly  tro unce d  bo th E dinburgh Academ y and 

Rannoch, w inn ing  bo th  m atches 8 sets to  1.

Next came the  annual m ixed doubles to u rn a m e n t at 

G lenalm ond. W ith a som ew hat dep le ted team  o f B la ir Chalm ers, 

David Coaton and Daniel Kemp, team ed w ith  Jo  Coaton, Laura 

M orley and C atriona  P eattie  we m anaged to  ge t in to  the  medals. 

B la ir C halm ers and Laura M orley deserve a m e n tion  fo r  com ing 

th ird  ove r a ll and tak in g  hom e the  bronze.

Back to  the  school fix tu re s  and, guess who was next up? Yup, 

it was G lenalm ond. Our team  was, once again, s lig h tly  weakened 

by G lenalm ond 's request fo r  tw o  team s -  a sen io r and a junior. 

Rory Carm ichae l, David Coaton and B la ir Chalm ers, th re e  key 1st 

players, w ere all re c ru ited  to  p lay fo r the  jun io rs , a longside 

A lis ta ir Mather, Max S tew art and M alco lm  Jack. The sen io r team  

was the  rem a in ing  th re e  plus Jo n a th o n  W oodrow, Daniel Kamp 

and (no th is  isn 't a p r in tin g  e rro r) Angus Speirs. U nfo rtun a te ly ,

the  sen io r team  w ent down w ith  a te r r if ic  thud, 9-0, w ith  the  on ly  

conso la tion  being the  Ju n io rs ' 6-3 v ic to ry .

The rest of the  season w ent p re tty  sm o o th ly  w ith  a n o the r 

couple  o f w ins aga ins t L o re tto  and D ollar and the  on ly  de fea t 

com ing fro m  S tew art's  M e lv ille  a t the  end o f the  season, in 

s lig h tly  soggy con d itions  on the  A stro .

The in te r-ho use  to u rn a m e n t looked ra th e r one sided on 

paper, w ith  fo u r ou t o f the  1st com ing fro m  Ruthven, but in re a lity  

the  co m p e titio n  was s lig h tly  c loser than  I would  have liked (being 

a R uthven ite  m yse lf). We saw o ff Nicol c o m fo rta b ly  in the  f irs t 

round and S im pson had lit t le  tro u b le  d isposing o f Freeland. The 

fina l was s lig h tly  c loser w ith  S im pson p u ttin g  up a good fig h t, 

'th o u g h  Ruthven m anaged to  hold on fo r a 6-3 v ic to ry .

Finally, specia l m e n tion  m ust be made of Rory Carm ichae l 

and David Coaton, bo th  in 4 th  fo rm  and p lay ing in the  1st and 

2nd couple  respective ly . B la ir Chalm ers m ust no t be fo rg o tte n , 

com p le ting  his 3rd season in the  1st VI desp ite  being p lagued 

w ith  in jury, and fin a lly  o f R ichard Webb fo r p lay ing his 2nd year 

w ith  the  team  and Captain Max Reynolds fo r  ho ld ing  his place fo r 

the  4 th  year in a row; the  last tw o bo th  rece iv ing  co lou rs  fo r 

th e ir con tinued  com m itm en t.

O verall a re la tive ly  successful season was en joyed by all. 

Thanks Mr W att! Max Reynolds

Glanvil Cup vs G lenalm ond lost 2 -4

School F ix tu re vs E dinburgh Academ y won 8-1

School F ix tu re vs Rannoch won 8-1

School F ix tu re vs G lenalm ond (snr) lost 0 - 9

School F ix tu re vs G lenalm ond (jn r) won 6 -3

School F ix tu re vs Lo re tto won 6 -3

School F ix tu re vs D ollar won 7-2

School F ix tu re vs S tew arts  M e lv ille lost 1-8

School F ix tu re  vs MCR lost 3 -6
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jun io r and senior level. It was mainly the g irls keeping the flag fly ing fo r the juniors w ith Rhianna, Alison, Hanna, Mhairi, 

Nicola and Louise all making good progress and fo r the boys Renny and Rory not only came regularly but also showed 

real promise.

Badminto

Fo r th e  se n io rs  M a rk  S tr in g e r  and A d ria n  D u th ie  led a 

keen g roup, a b ly  su p p o rte d  by  S m urf, D ing, J in d ra , 

D o m in ic , K aren , S arah , E llen, M andi e t al. A ll in a ll, i t 's  

been a l iv e ly  year. M r S neddon, M adam e C rane and I to o k  a 

g roup  to  B e lls  S p o rts  C en tre  to  see th e  S co tla n d  -  E ngland 

in te rn a t io n a l and fin d  o u t how th e  gam e sho u ld  re a lly  be 

p layed. I m u s t th a n k  b o th  M r S neddon and M adam e C rane fo r 

th e ir  e n th u s ia s t ic  c o n tr ib u t io n  on gam es a fte rn o o n s  as w ell 

as on a c t iv i t ie s  n ig h ts .

The boys’ house cham pionship went to  Simpson th is  year. Both 

Mark and Ding and Scott McKinlay and Hugh Hay were undefeated, 

which as fa r as I can remember, is a f irs t fo r the tournam ent.

Of the  p layers whose one and on ly  v is it to  the  badm in ton  

co u rt was fo r the  house cham pionsh ips, Neil A nderson showed 

real na tu ra l a b ility  w h ils t Colin W illiam son su rp rised  eve ryone 

w ith  an im pressive ly  ag ile  d isplay. For the  g irls , T hornbank took 

the  honours w ith  Karen, A lexa, Georgia and Lynsey too  s tro ng  fo r 

Sarah, Ellen, Mandi and Vicky. Mr F lem ing seem ed de ligh ted  in his 

inaugura l yea r as H ousem aste r o f Thornbank.

By the  tim e  th is  goes to  p r in t we w ill be under way w ith  next 

year's  p rogram m e, so le t us hope th a t en thus iasm  abounds 

again. GCK

Swimming
The academ ic year 2 0 0 0 /2 0 0 1  has seen m any changes in 

sw im m ing as a d isc ip line . The pool fa c ilit ie s  rece ived som e m uch 

needed a tte n tio n  and a lth o u g h  m ore  w ill be requ ired  a t least 

som e heat has been in troduce d  to  th e  dressing room s w h ich  w ill, 

it  is to  be hoped, persuade n o t o n ly  the  b ravest to  ven tu re  in 

d u rin g  the  w in te r m onths.

This yea r has also seen th e  fo rm a tio n  o f the  new Swim  Team

2001 fo r bo th  boys and g irls . A g rea t nu m ber o f pup ils  fro m  Riley 

th ro u g h  to  S ix th  Form have jo ine d  these team s and all o f the m  

have to  be app lauded fo r the  tre m en dous  e ffo r t and co m m itm e n t 

the y  have shown. Ind iv id ua lly  and co lle c tive ly  the y  have w orked 

hard and a num ber o f successes w ere ach ieved as a resu lt. In 

pa rticu la r, a g roup  o f a round  3 0  pup ils  too k  p a rt in the  S cottish  

Independent Schools Relays C ham pionships, th e  h ig h lig h t o f 

w h ich  was the  sen io r boys’, led by sw im m ing cap ta in  Sandy 

Falconer, reach ing  bo th  fina ls . A ll sw im m ers on th e  day ga ined 

va luab le  experience  com pe ting  at a d iffe re n t level and a firm  

fo u n d a tio n  has been laid. We w ill do ou r u tm o s t to  bu ild  upon 

th is  in the  com ing term s.

In d ire c t co n tra s t to  th is , sw im m ing as a gam es a c tiv ity  did 

n o t rea lly  ga in  any m om entum . This is an area in w h ich  we w ill 

t r y  to  im prove; c e rta in ly  an increase in th e  num ber o f those 

se lec ting  it  as a gam es op tio n  w ou ld  he lp in eve ry  respect.

The House S tandards co m p e titio n , o r ig in a lly  de layed by the  

presence o f a UFO (u n id e n tifie d  flo a tin g  ob je c t) in the  pool, was 

ju s t won by T hornbank (a f irs t fo r  a g irls ' house in liv ing  

m em ory). This p rov ided  a f it t in g  va le d ic to ry  gestu re  by the  g irls  

to  a de lig h ted  Mrs Raeside.

The in te r-ho use  co m p e titio n  proved to  be even tig h te r  and 

indeed cou ld  no t have been c lose r as Freeland and Ruthven 

fin ished  tie d  on po in ts  in  a dead heat fo r f irs t place. The o ffe r o f 

a sw im  betw een the  re spec tive  Housem asters M r C ourt and Mr 

W att was po lite ly  declined . My thanks go to  Sandy Falconer, who 

proved h im se lf to  be a fin e  se lec tion  fo r sw im m ing cap ta in , fo r 

h is w o rk  in th e  pool and in a d m in is tra tio n , and also to  M adame 

Duncan fo r  he r con tinued  poo ls ide  assistance and he r m e ticu lous  

scoring  o f events. DMD
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Clay pigeon,-,,,,.,,.
Two thirds of the Strathallan Dream Team who had won the Scottish Championship while in III Form and who had gone 

onto win it for the next five years, and who had formed the nucleus of the side who finished second in the British 

Championship the previous summer were now in their final year. Could we go all the way this year?

C o u l d  we take on th e  best of th e  rest and come out on top?

Well I have to  re p o rt th a t we w ill never know. Foot and M outh 

was the  m ain cu lp r it, the  N ationa ls  w ere m oved at the  last 

m om ent and we could no t ju s t ify  th e  tim e  needed to  ge t down 

the re  when the  core o f ou r team  were in the  m idd le  o f exams.

But ou r m odu la rised  and im ba lanced educationa l system  has 

forced pupils to  choose be tw een th e ir educa tion  and th e ir  

pastim es. There is no longer any rest a fte r GCSE. Even once at 

U niversity, s tuden ts  can no longer jo in  e x tre m is t groups and fig h t 

fo r lost causes; they all have to  have jobs to  survive .

Do no t m isunderstand , education  is im p o rta n t and exam 

success a necessary p illa r fo r fu tu re  deve lopm ent; it is w hy the  

school exists. But all w ork  and no p lay does make Jack  a du ll boy 

and du ll boys (or g irls ) are ra re ly  as sharp and focused as th e ir 

com rades who spend hours in the  nets o r ru nn ing  around the  

a th le tics  track, o r fo r th a t m a tte r sho o ting  a t clays o r h itt in g  go lf 

balls. Having a balance in life  is im p o rta n t; w ith o u t it we are in 

danger o f p roduc ing  tw o-d im en s iona l pupils w ith  a lo t of 

knowledge, bu t possib ly a se lfish  a tt itu d e  and w ith  lit t le  com m on 

sense or fee l fo r o th e r th in gs  ou ts ide  them selves.

Enough o f the  soapbox, a lready. The year was no t all about 

the  N ationa ls. Riley sho t re g u la rly  and we now have the  next 

batch o f hope fu ls  com ing th ro u g h . Deserving specia l m en tion  

are Mike Com m on (cpt), M a tthew  S m ith  and R obert McCulloch, 

w ho won the  S cottish  J u n io r C ham pionship. Our a fo rem en tion ed  

A team  w ere pipped by a s trong  M erch is ton  side in the  same 

co m pe tition .

Week in and week ou t we had a large g roup o f s ta lw a rt 

shooters m any of w hom  showed m arked im provem ent ove r the 

year. Last year's cap ta in  G rant Davidson is well on the  way to 

ex tend ing  his na tiona l re p rese n ta tive  honours in the  O lym pic 

Skeet d isc ip line . U n fo rtu n a te ly  the  OS team  never m a te ria lised  

and thus the  school re ta in  th e  shield. Laurence C ourt won the  

G rant Davidson Skeet Challenge Cup, w ith  a score o f 23 /25.

Joe Watson also shot well during the Easter holidays and is 

likely to  fo llow  Grant in gain ing representative honours in the fu ture.

Despite ou r loss o f suprem acy, I fee l happy and p riv ile ged  to  

have had such a fru it fu l seven years and I look fo rw a rd  to  the  

young guns tak ing  up the  cha llenge th is  com ing year. Finally, my 

thanks again to  CNC fo r his con tinued  sup po rt and he lp w ith  the  

c lub. PM V

Horse riding Strathallan Riding Groups have again

attended the Dunvegan Equestrian Centre in Newburgh. We have enjoyed lessons and hacks on a variety of horses

supplied by the stables.

The ou tb re ak  o f Foot and M outh Disease obv ious ly  cu rta ile d  ou r 

a c tiv ities , but when we were ab le to  a ttend , the  a fte rn o o n  

sessions w ere g re a tly  en joyed by a ll. The sen io r g roup did a good 

deal o f f la t w ork, lea rn ing  lo ts  o f dressage moves, im proved th e ir  

own r id in g  skills and spent a lo t o f tim e  on jum p ing . One lesson 

was spent m oving fro m  one horse to  a n o th e r to  find  ou t the  

various ways of hand ling  d iffe re n t horses. We soon found ou t 

tha t, on som e horses, it is no t as easy as it looks to  ge t the m  to  

do w hat you w ant them  to  do.

Once we w ere cleared to  go ou t in the  cou n trys ide  again, 

va rie ties  o f exc iting  hacks w ere undertaken , w hich w ere en joyed 

by all concerned.

Towards the  end of the  year, we were try in g  ou t com ple te  

jum p ing  courses, w ith  a range o f success fro m  b r ill ia n t to  

som ew hat shaky. Our last o u tin g  o f the  sum m er te rm  too k  us up 

on to  the  fo re s try  tra ck  on the  h ills  above N ew burgh w here  we 

had some exh ila ra tin g  long canters. V icky Reid and Isla Ross won 

the  awards fo r m aking m ost progress ove r th e  year.

The Riley R iding G roup was kept busy by th e ir  ins truc to r,

Lisa, w h ile  the  horses and ponies were con fined  to  the  schooling 

area and th e ir  fie lds. She ins is ted th a t eve ryone should learn to 

tack and un tack th e ir  ponies. This requ ired  pa tience  on the  pa rt 

o f the  various ponies and A m anda and Zoey the  in s truc to rs . One 

o r tw o  pupils d iscovered th a t even if you undid all the  buckles on 

a b rid le  it s till w o u ld n 't com e off.

As well as the  g roup o f co n fiden t riders, we had a g roup  of 

beg inners th is  yea r th a t m ade exce llen t progress. Rachael Fergie 

won the  p rize fo r m aking the  m ost progress as a beg inner w ith  

Kelly Drane no t fa r behind. Lisa d iscovered th a t any pony th a t 

M alcolm  Fraser rode changed w ith  one kick, fro m  a qu ie t, calm, 

sedate pony in to  a racehorse. Em ily Beetschen won the  prize fo r 

m aking m ost progress in the  advanced group. Everyone enjoyed 

the  games on the  last day. Our thanks go to  Lisa, A m anda and 

Zoey fo r m aking Friday a fte rn o o n s  grea t fun . JS R H
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Golf A long and busy season ended in September in the glorious surroundings of Taymouth 

Castle golf course, with the team narrowly failing to clinch the PKSGA league title  against a very strong Perth 

Academy side.

The team  had progressed to  the  fina l fo r  the  f irs t tim e  in 13 

years, tak in g  some no tab le  scalps a long the  way. The season had 

begun m ost p rom is ing ly  w ith  a hard fo u g h t v ic to ry  against last 

yea r's  cham pions, M orrison 's  Academy, and a lth ough  the re  was 

the  odd reverse a long the  way, M r.Kitson and I w ere de ligh ted  

w ith  the  team 's pe rfo rm ance . A ll the  boys who represented  the 

school th is  year played w ith  ju s t the  r ig h t so rt o f fig h tin g  s p ir it 

and never knew when to  g ive up. As a resu lt th e re  w ere som e 

no tab le  pe rfo rm ances.

Captain, A llan Hay, was re s tr ic te d  in his appearances th is  

yea r ow ing  to  his h igher exam inations and un ders tandab ly  was 

no t ab le to  produce his fo rm  o f the  p rev ious year, when he was 

the  C ounty School's cham pion . When ava ilable, though , he led 

the  side well and was a g rea t encouragem ent to  the  younger 

players. M arcus Read did no t fa re  so well in the  team  gam es bu t 

played p a rtic u la r ly  well in the  in te rn a l s troke  play events to  w in 

bo th  the  S aint Colum ba's tro p h y  and the  In te r-house  ind iv idua l 

co m p e titio n . He s ta rted  th e  season w ith  tw o  successive 69s 

around A u ch te ra rde r bu t cou ld no t gu ite  m a in ta in  his exce llent 

ea rly  season fo rm . His de fea t in the  opening m atch  against 

M orrison 's  was his f irs t in 11 m atches fo r  the  school w hich is an 

exce llen t record fo r  som eone ju s t com p le ting  his 5 th  year. 

Gordon Bujaud was th e  s ta r o f the  show in te rm s  o f po in ts  

accum ula ted  fo r the  team  (4), w hich inc luded an 8  and 7 v ic to ry  

aga ins t a L o re tto  boy and an 8 and 6  v ic to ry  aga ins t a boy fro m  

C rie ff High School. It is pleasing to  no te  th a t bo th  M arcus and 

Gordon, who have now been regu la rs  in the  team  fo r  the  past 

tw o  years, have bo th  go t a n o th e r tw o  years ahead o f them  fo r 

the  school team . If the y  can co n tinue  to  progress then  the  

school's g o lf team  is in good hands.

Thanks to  M r.P roctor's  co -opera tion  Danny H o ffm ann  was 

able to  tu rn  ou t in a ll 7 co m p e titive  m atches and m ade a ve ry  

favourab le  im pression w ith  the  selectors, especia lly  w ith  his 

accu rate  iron  p lay and com posure under pressure. He m ade a 

s ign ifica n t c o n tr ib u t io n  to  the  team 's success du ring  the  year 

scoring a to ta l o f 3 ? po in ts . In a d d itio n  th e re  w ere a num ber of 

o th e r p layers w ho made appearances fo r the  team  when the  

main p layers w ere unavailab le . We w ere ve ry  lucky th is  year at 

having so m uch s tre n g th  in depth.

This was dem onstra te d  in the  Old S tra tha llian 's  m atch at 

P anm ure where, fo r the  f irs t tim e  in a num ber o f years the 

school beat the  Old Boys -m uch  to  th e ir  co n s te rn a tion . The 

th ree -m an  team  also fin ished  a close th ird  in the  S cottish  

independen t Team C ham pionships a t G lenalm ond.

One o f the  h igh lig h ts  o f the  g o lf in g  season was when Marcus 

and A llan accom pan ied M r.Kitson fo r the  cha llenge m atch 

be tw een the  S cottish  W ayfarers and the  R and A on the  Old 

Course at S t.Andrews. P laying as th e  lead m atch  M arcus and

A llan recorded a w e ll-earned v ic to ry . W ithou t Mr.Kitson's 

un flagg ing  co m m itm e n t and w illingness to  take team s away it 

w ould  no t be possib le to  o rganise so m any games. The boys and I 

are ex trem e ly  g ra te fu l fo r th is . NS

P L A Y IN G  R E C O R D S

P W D L Pts

Bujaud 5 4 0 1 4

H offm ann 7 3 1 3 3 ?

S trasser 2 2 0 0 2

Read 5 1 1 3 1 ?

Hay 3 1 0 2 1

M acle llan 3 1 0 2 1

W atson 3 1 0 2 1

Bennet 2 1 0 1 1

B ickerton 1 0 0 1 0

M a tc h  R e s u lts

St.Colum ba's Trophy 

In te r-H ouse Golf Team C om petition  

In te r-H ouse Golf Ind iv idua l

League games

V M orrisons Academ y

V C rie ff H.S

V Breadalbane Academ y

V G lenalm ond

V P erth  Academ y

Independent School m atches

V M erch is ton

V Fettes

V Lo re tto

M arcus Read

Freeland

MarcusRead

■ 1 ?W 2 ?

W 3-1 

L 1-3

W 4-0 (w a lkover) 

L ? -3 ? (fin a l)

D 3-3 

W 4-2 

L 1-5
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Sailing
This Sailing session s ta rted  3 beginners: Jake S trea tfe ild - 

Jam es, Mel Forde and Graeme Gardener, w ho le a rn t to  sail in 

very  m ixed w eather, becom ing the  w ay fa re r beesh and 

even tua lly  a tta in in g  th e ir  RYA Level 2 -  the  Sailing S ection fu lf ils  

ye t m ore pupils dreams.

This b rings me to  the  o th e r 8 (inc lu d ing  Mr R aitt), who 

s ta rted  on the  Racing course, b ring ing  ou t riva lr ies  fro m  all 

c ircles, as well as an unexpected ru th lessness w hen it cam e to  

team  racing. The w inds w ere no t to  everyone 's lik ing, and we 

sailed in va riab le  cond itions, said to  be good experience.

On o th e r days the  w ind go t up and we had a g rea t tim e  ou t 

in the  D art 16 Catam arans and sing le  handers (Toppers and

Topper Topazes). Once again, C harlie  and Texas s till keep the  

m an tle  o f "R u le rs  o f the  W aves" (se lf-nam ed) bu t th is  tim e  in 

the  D art 18.

The sailing legend, Quibble, managed to  earn the  Captain 

Capsize Cup, a fte r c la im ing  "C apsiz ing is good." - fa ir enough 

com m ent, if the  w a te r w asn 't ab ou t 2°C.

And fin a lly  we w ould  like to  say a specia l thank  you to  Mr 

W alker fo r a rrang ing  sailing fo r us, Mr R aitt fo r d r iv in g  the  

m inibus, Mark S trin g e r (Captain o f Sailing), C harlie  Sproat 

(C om m odore of Sailing) and all the  s ta ff a t P o rt Edgar.

Richard Blakey (Sim pson LVI)

International rounders
As we en te red  the  New Year panic set in as it was tim e  fo r m e to 

o rgan ise  th e  m o b ilisa tion  o f app rox im a te ly  2 5 0  people fro m  the  

Isle o f W ight to  the  Welsh valleys fo r a rounde rs  sp o rtin g  

extravaganza to  be held a t S tra tha llan  on Sunday, 2 4 th  June.

E quipm ent had to  purchased, team s had to  be se lected and 

coached, acco m m od a tion  had to  found. P itches had to  be m arked 

, food had to  be prov ided, double  decker buses had to  be booked. 

There w ere p rogram m es to  be p rin ted , sh irts  to  be orde red  and 

teachers to  be cajo led.

F ina lly  w ith  7 English team s, 3 Welsh team s and 3 S cottish  

team s we w ere ready to  p lay o u r second annual tou rn a m e n t.

The day s ta rted  ve ry  ea rly  w ith  a ll the  last m inu te  

a rrang em e n ts  to  be made.

The to u rn a m e n t was sp lit in to  th re e  age groups; U18, U16& 

U13 and the  f irs t gam e began a t 9  a.m .as the  English team s were 

tra ve llin g  by tra in  and need to  catch the  last tra in  South at 

3.30p.m .

As last yea r it tu rn e d  ou t to  be a g lo r io u s ly  sunny day 

en joyed by bo th  p laye rs and spe c ta to rs  alike. The s tandard  of 

R ounders was ve ry  h igh w ith  the  S cottish  team s show ing 

im provem ents  eve ry year th a t we play a t th is  level.

A t the  end o f the  day the  resu lts  w ere as fo llow s:

U18 1st ENG A, 2nd ENG C 3rd ENG B 4 th  SCOTLAND 

U16 1st ENG B 2nd ENG A 3rd SCOTLAND 4 th  WALES 

U13 1st ENG A 2nd SCOTLAND 3rd ENG B 4 th  WALES

In the  U13 to u rn a m e n t Scotland scored m ore rounders  than 

any o th e r team  and w ere ve ry  close to  w inn ing  the  to u rna m en t. 

Many thanks to  A ngie S parshot-Thom son o f C raigclow an fo r 

coaching th a t successful team . C ong ra tu la tion s  to  the  fo llow in g  

S tra tha llan  g irls  who represented  Scotland 

U13 L iz i Bush 

U16 A nn-Louise Breaden 

Rhianna Terre ll 

Anna M acDonald 

K atie F lem ing 

U18- M im i Bush 

Tisi Bush

Many thanks also to  M andy N esb itt o f G lenalm ond fo r 

coaching the  U18 team  and to  Abi Mason (now Tod) fo r he lp ing 

w ith  a ll the  se lections and tra in in g  and p a rtic u la r ly  fo r  her 

u m p iring  du ring  the  to u rna m en t.
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S P O R T S

Sub-aqua The Sub-Aqua club reached new depths this session, not least 

by way of its on-going participation in BSAC's 'National try-dive week’.

The d iv ing  season s ta rte d  o ff  e a rlie r tha n  usual w ith  12 pupils 

and one in tre p id  m em ber o f s ta ff s ign ing up to  t ry  b rea th ing  

u n de rw a te r fo r  the  f irs t tim e  in th e ir  life . It was pleasing to  see 

som e o f the  pupils subseguen tly  take up the  sp o rt a t school, and 

I'm  sure the  o th e rs  w ill take  the  o p p o rtu n ity  to  re -v is it it  later.

The m a jo rity  o f the  2nd te rm  was taken up w ith  10 new 4 th  

fo rm  pool tra inees: M ark Best, Ewan Carm ichael, Rory 

C arm ichae l, David Coaton, Danny H offm an, Coralie M orrison , 

O liver P erre t, R ichard Q uibell, H ian S tark, and M ichael W oodrow. 

W ith la rg e r num bers the  new tra inees were sp lit in to  tw o groups 

and had pool sessions w ith  Dr. Carr and w ith  me, and lectu res 

w ith  Mr. Goddard on a lte rn a te  Wednesdays.

The d iv ing  ca lendar was busie r than  ever in the  3rd te rm  w ith

2 weekend exped itions and the  w ho le  o f ha lf te rm  d iv ing  a round 

the  w aters o f Oban. There was also the  tra d itio n a l 'S tra th a llan  

d iv ing  w eek’ a fte r the  end o f the  Sum m er te rm . For the  f irs t tim e  

the  c lub v is ited  St. A bb ’s m a rine  reserve near E yem outh w hich 

boasts som e o f the  riche s t and m ost d iverse groups o f fish  and 

p lan t life. A fte r tw o  days we the n  headed to  th e  oppos ite  coast to  

re -v is it Oban and the  Sound o f Mull, a n o the r f irs t fo r the  club.

Once again th is  year the  use o f the  school ha rd -boa t "FM L 

S tra th a lla n " pe rm itte d  access to  all the  popu la r d ive s ites in th e  

Oban area inc lud ing  the  in fam ous SS Breda. Notably, Mark 

S tringer, Angus Spiers and Max Reynolds (all UVI) com ple ted  

th e ir  gu a lify in g  dives to  becom e BSAC Club d ivers and Steve 

S m ith  (LVI) ach ieved the  un igue sta tus  o f being the  on ly  pup il in 

the  c lub to  a tta in  the  BSAC S ports  d ive r gu a lifica tio n . All were 

aw arded the  CCF d iv ing  insign ia, and Steve S m ith  was prom oted  

to  P e tty  O ffice r in the  Navy section. There fo llow s his b r ie f 

account o f a dive.

I have d ived the  w reck o f the  SS Breda fo u r tim es. The Breda 

is a large cargo ship, w h ich  sank du ring  W orld War II in 

A rdm uckn ish  Bay near Oban. The Breda is always the  dive th a t I 

look fo rw ard  to  m ost ou t o f th e  w ide va r ie ty  o f d ive sites th a t we 

pursue around Oban.

The Breda is reached by descending a sho t line to  a de p th  of 

2 0  m etres, w hich b rings you to  the  cen tre  o f the  w reck w here 

you can fin  to  the  sha llow er end of the  ship o r the  deeper end. If 

you look c lose ly  enough you m ay even see a p lague a ttached  to  

the  w reck, a tr ib u te  to  tw o  d ivers who lost th e ir  way and died 

inside the  vast w reck.

The Breda is hom e to  an awesome a rtif ic ia l reef and is covered 

in a varie ty  o f corals and fish life  in abundance. Finning along the 

deck you com e across item s such as a 4 x4  arm y jeep and 

p ro tru d ing  funnels th a t a llow  you to  peer in to  the  dark interior.

The dive no rm a lly  fo llow s a p ro file  w h ich  includes a drop  ove r 

th e  side o f the  ship to  fin  to  th e  bow o f the  w reck, s topp ing  to  

look in various po rtho le s  along th e  way. On reach ing the  bow we 

fin  up to  the  deck and if  you ask n ice ly  enough then  Mr McCann 

w ill pa rtake  in a ve ry  conv inc ing  Leonardo Di Caprio on "T ita n ic "  

im pression.

The d ive ends w ith  a 12-m etre ascent up a sho t line w here 

the  School barge the  S tra tha llan  aw aits  you. It is m anned by the  

sk ilfu l and re liab le  crew  o f Captain Walker, Seam an W ilson and Mr 

Caves. So ends a n o th e r en joyab le  if  s lig h tly  cold d ive aboard the  

SS Breda.

Steve Sm ith
C aptain of Diving

As w ell as th e  pupils  who take  pa rt, I w ould  like to  tha nk  all 

the  s ta ff who make the  d iv ing  c lub such an en joyab le  a c tiv ity  to 

run. The revam ped s to re  w ould  no t have been possib le w ith o u t 

Mr. W ilson’s exp e rt inpu t and drive , and I’m sure S teve doesn 't 

m ind co n tin u a lly  t id y in g  and re -o rgan is ing  the  kit, ju s t as m uch 

as he used to . JJM
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F E A T U R E

Coral Cay Ex Strathallan pupil Helen Stewart took the unusual step of 

going to Honduras in Central America for her gap year. Here is her own account of some of her remarkable experiences.

R eport on E xped ition  w ith  Coral Cay C onservation, Aug 2 0 0 0

- Nov 2 0 0 0

My adventure began at 4am  as I said goodbye to  my parents at 

Prestw ick a irpo rt. I travelled to  Heathrow where I called S trathallan 

fo r my A-level results, in the b rie f period between flights.

A fte r an o ve rn ig h t stay a t a YMCA in Houston, and 

a n tic ip a tio n  of m ore  fu lf il l in g  days ahead my 4 8  hours o f trave l 

f in a lly  fin ished  and I a rrived  in La Ceiba. La Ceiba is a large po rt 

tow n on the  sh in ing n o rth  coast o f Honduras, res tra ined  by the 

Pico B on ito  N ationa l Park to  the  sou th . The a irp o r t is a t the  fo o t 

o f the  m oun ta ins  and allow s a spectacu la r f irs t v iew  o f H onduras 

due to  its  jun g le  and coverage o f c loud fo rest.

From the  a irp o r t I too k  a r icke ty  16-seater plane to  the  bay 

island o f U tilla . The s ta te  of the  plane did not b o th e r me un til 

eve ryone else on the  p lane s ta rted  pray ing  be fore  take  off, 

som eth ing  I la te r d iscovered was a com m on occu rrence  in 

H onduras. I landed at U tilla  A irp o r t (a sandy s tr ip  and a wooden 

shack), to  d iscover th a t the re  was no one fro m  Coral Cay 

C onserva tion  (C.C.C.) to  m eet me. I walked a couple  o f m iles up 

the  hill to  the  C.C.C. house. Its lack o f d is ting u ish ing  fea tu res  

made d ire c tions  d iff ic u lt " It 's  the  blue one w ith  the  po in ty  roof."

I eve n tua lly  a rrived  to  d iscover th a t I was no t m eant to  be 

the re. The p ro jec t in U tilla  was nearly  com p le te  and a n o th e r one 

had jus t s ta rted  on the  ne ig hbo uring  island, Roatan, w hich the  

London o ff ice  had fa iled  to  te ll me. Oh dear! I was g iven my 

d ire c tio n s  on a scrap o f paper in the  bar.

"Speak to  a guy called Hank about a lif t to th e  a irpo rt. 

Speak to a guy called Frank about a flight. Once you are on 

Roatan take a ta x i to  Oak Ridge and then a w ater ta x i to  

Kalabash B ight".

So o ff I went. I a rrived  a day la te r than the  o th e r tra inees and 

so had some catch ing up to  do, not on ly  w ith  dive tra in ing  but 

learn ing everyone's names too. By the end of the firs t week I had 

jus t about learned everybody's name, qualified as a PADI Advanced 

Open W ater D iver and had got in to  the  rou tine  of da ily chores.

Week tw o  was science week w here we learned hundreds of 

fish , corals, algae and inve rteb ra tes . We w ould  s ta r t w ith  a 

lec tu re  a t 6 .3 0am  and then  go ou t on ou r f irs t d ive w ith  a 

"S p o tte r"  w ho was an old vo lun teer. They w ou ld  po in t ou t corals 

and fish  (p rov ided  the y  did no t sw im  away) th a t we had heard 

about th a t m o rn ing . A fte r ou r dive we sat w ith  ou r heads buried 

in fish  books try in g  to  learn ou r huge syllabus o f fish  fo r th a t day, 

be fo re  ou r second lectu re, w hich on ly  added to  the  list.

By the  end of the  week, p rov ided we passed the  fish, coral 

and algae test, we w ere ready to  learn how to  survey. One survey 

team  was m ade up o f fo u r d ivers, each o f w hom  recorded 

d iffe re n t data a long the  tra n se c t.A fte r we had done some 

p rac tice  surveys we set ab ou t survey ing  on the  sou th  side o f the  

island. Eventua lly  the  p ro jec t w ill m ove to  the  n o rth  side, and the  

sm all cays a t the  east end o f the  island.

A fte r fo u r weeks on the  island we were allowed to  leave the 

site fo r fou r days. A g roup of us took the  fe rry  over to  La Ceiba 

w here the re  were ce leb ra tion  parades fo r H onduran Independence

Day. We watched the b rig h t processions, w hich sta rted  a t 6 .00am  

and continued un til nearly 11.00pm. We also enjoyed the luxuries of 

a ir-cond ition ing , so ft beds and hot w ater at ou r hotel.

The next m o rn ing  we w ere picked up at 10am Honduran tim e  

and taken up to  the  ra in fo res t. We spent the  rest o f the  weekend 

at a lodge in the  ra in fo re s t on the  edge o f the  Pico B on ito  N ature 

Reserve. Our guide, b rand ish ing  a ve ry  sharp m achete, too k  us 

h ik ing  th ro u g h  the  fo res t, and a fte r a coup le  of hours we reached 

a 100m w a te rfa ll. A b re a th tak ing  s igh t. It was ve ry  hum id and we 

were all ve ry  hot, so on the  way down we w ent sw im m ing in a 

pool be low  a sm a lle r w a te rfa ll. To ge t back we had to  wade waist- 

deep across a 50 m  w ide rive r th a t m arked the  edge of the  na tu re  

reserve.

The weekend was a m uch-needed rest fo r all o f us, and gave 

us a chance to  get away fro m  the  sand flies  and exped ition  

po litics . Everyone en joyed the  tim e  spent and th e  lodge and I w ill 

rem em ber it fondly.

When we re tu rn e d  to  the  camp, m ore  vo lun tee rs  had arrived , 

and a fte r the y  had been tra ined  to  dive, science week num ber 

tw o  com m enced. This tim e  round I was a know ledgeable  old 

vo lu n te e r and acted as a sp o tte r fo r the  new a rriva ls

On my second long weekend I w ent back to  La Ceiba. This 

tim e  I w ent w ith  Cinia, a H onduran lady th a t I had m ade frie nds  

w ith  in Kalabash. We stayed w ith  her friends, w ho ran a to u ris t 

tra ve l com pany. It was fasc in a ting  to  see inside a Honduran 

house and the  food we ate was incred ib le . I a lso learned a lot 

ab ou t H onduran h is to ry, p o litics  and cu ltu re  fro m  them .

When we re tu rn e d  fro m  La Ceiba I on ly  had th ree  weeks le ft 

on site, and it began to  sink in th a t I was a c tu a lly  leaving soon.

By the  th ird  o f N ovem ber I fe lt ready to  leave. The sadness I fe lt 

w hen leaving was masked by my exc item en t fo r my ven tures 

beyond Roatan. I spent the  next week seeing some o f the  no t to  

be m issed sites o f Honduras. The Mayan ru ins  in the  m ounta ins, 

and deserted beaches th a t lite ra lly  go on fo r m iles.

Having le ft Roatan I prepared  m yse lf fo r a n o th e r kind o f 

Island life  all toge the r. I had a lready secured a job  at the  

in te rn a tio n a l w a te r spo rts  com pany, Red Said Sports, w h ich  has a 

base in the  Cayman Islands B.W.I. This m eant th a t a fte r my tim e  

a t C.C.C. I was ab le to  co n tinue  w ith  my dive tra in in g  and gain the  

PADI d ive m aster qu a lifica tio n , w hich m eans th a t I can help 

in s tru c to rs  in troduce  o th e r people  to  th is  fa n ta s tic  spo rt. W hile 

w ork ing  I a lso saved enough m oney to  be ab le to  v is it Cuba,

Costa Rica, N icaragua, G uatem ala and Mexico be fore  re tu rn in g  

hom e in A ugust to  s ta r t U n ive rs ity  in September.

C.C.C. was a once in a life tim e  experience. I lea rn t m any 

th ings, no t o n ly  about d iv ing  and fish , bu t a lso ab ou t liv ing  w ith  

tw e n ty  o th e r people in such e x tra o rd in a ry  c ircum stances. Having 

no ho t w a te r and be ing a tw e n ty -m in u te  boat ride  fro m  the  

nearest s to re  is a s itu a tio n  I have c e rta in ly  never been in before .

I d e fin ite ly  bene fited  fro m  the  experience, and hope th a t when 

the  data is passed on to  the  H onduran gove rnm en t it w ill help 

them  to  conserve th e ir  incred ib le  hab ita ts  th a t I was lucky 

enough to  experience  firs t hand.
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D R A M A

Abigail's party

When Chris W righ t approached me a t the  s ta rt o f th e  w in te r 

te rm  w ith  an obvious sense of d isda in a t the  lack of a sen io r play, 

vers ions of King Lear, H am le t and Look Back In Anger, s ta rted  

f l it t in g  th ro u g h  my im ag ina tion . Never, how ever did I envisage 

th a t th is  proposed th e a tr ica l m asterp iece  would  a c tu a lly  be a 

v ir tu a lly  p lo tless p roduc tio n , based upon a p e tit-bo u rge o is  d inner 

party, com pris ing  the  b lun dering  an tics  o f the  nouveau riche. The 

sc rip t seemed insanely ted ious, lacked any sense of flow ing  

ly rica l m e taph o r and above all took bo redom  to  new levels. But 

Chris W right, aga inst my p ro tes tin g  and w ailing ("su re ly  Ham le t 

w ould  be s im p le r? "), w ent w ith  it  and thu s  the  sen io r dram a 

vers ion  of A b iga il's  p a rty  was born.

W ith the  decision made, Chris adm irab ly  took the  position  of 

D irector, Producer, Stage M anager and general co -o rd in a to r o f the 

w hole  p roduc tio n  (th is  is on top  o f ach ieving 4As fo r his 

Cam bridge app lica tion ). All he needed now was a cast. Firstly, if 

the  p roduction  were to  be a success, the  lead role, Beverley, 

needed to  be the  feisty, prom iscuous, loud -m outhed ind iv idua l 

th a t A lison Steadm an coined so well in the  te lev is ion  p roduction  

o f 1978. It seemed a hard task, bu t then again when you look at 

Beverley's cha rac te r re ference, the re  was always on ly  one name 

th a t sprang to  mind... Georgina Philip. Following on w ith  th is  gu ite  

b la tan t typecasting , W illiam  B owry was cast as "T ony” , who took 

ted iousness to  a h igher plane of unconsciousness. V ic to ria  

R obertson was the  d ivorced m o the r o f Ab iga il, w h ile  Phillip  Scales 

was the  socia l-c lim bing, w orkaho lic  businessman m arried  to 

Beverley. A im i Gdula played the  u n fo rtu n a te  yet s ligh tly  

bum ptious c rea tu re  th a t had m yste rious ly  fa llen in love w ith  Tony. 

It was a b izarre  concoction  o f characte rs, but then  again th is  

p roduc tio n  never did con fo rm  to  the  genera l practices o f thea tre .

So w ith  an e n thus ias tic  cast and Chris a lready p o tte rin g  

a round in the  background A b iga il's  P a rty  took to  the  road, o r 

m ore  re a lis tica lly  the  S tra tha llan  the a tre . U nfo rtun a te ly , 

rehearsals, p a rtic u la r ly  w ith  the  lack o f an a u th o ra tive  m em ber 

o f sta ff, were no t always qu ite  as co n s tru c tive  as the  d ire c to r 

w ould  have liked, and c e rta in ly  som e o f the  la te r ones descended 

in to  o u tr ig h t anarchy. G eorgina would  conduct he r love-life  

th ro u g h  tex t messages, V icky w ould  qu ite  happ ily  m unch on her

"surely Hamlet 
would be simpler?"

choco la te  and flick  th ro u g h  'H e llo ' (ob liv ious to  the  ira te  calls of 

the  d ire c to r), w h ile  Scales w ould  random ly  lo ite r about the  stage, 

com p la in ing . (And w ha t ab ou t B illy B ow ry? Ed) As you can 

probab ly  gather, the  ac to rs  did no t always give th e ir  und iv ided  

a tte n tio n  to  th e  tex t, bu t then  again th a t is the  beauty o f an a ll

pup ils ' p roduc tio n . W ithou t the  a u th o r ita r ia n  crack o f th e  w hip  

fro m  som e bad-tem pered English teacher, A b iga il's  P arty  was a 

play e ffe c tive ly  le ft to  ou r ow n en jo ym en t and devices.

U n fo rtu n a te ly  the  draw back of th is  len iency is th a t the  

p rod u c tio n  m ay no t always deve lop as sm o o th ly  as the  d ire c to r 

w ishes and as the  p e rfo rm ance  dates cam e rap id ly  c loser our 

lack o f learn ing  lines too k  its  to ll. Eventua lly  fo rced  in to  a 

decis ion ab ou t w he th e r to  pu t th e  p rod u c tio n  on at all, Chris took 

the  decis ive ac tio n  o f c u tt in g  the  m ore  nega tive  scenes. As the  

dress rehearsa l loom ed eve r c loser (a long w ith  C hris 's loss o f 

san ity), the  w ords "Lo ve  to. Love to, baby", rang ou t across 

S tra tha llan  the a tre .

However, in ou r obvious exuberance du ring  perfo rm ance , the 

cast did no t keep re g im en ta lly  to  the  scrip t, and a lthough  I'm sure 

Mike Leigh w ould  have been proud of ou r spontaneity, it was not 

e n tire ly  w hat he had intended. M om ents o f im prov isa tio n  such as 

"Oh Shit, I've locked Tiddles in the  fr id g e  and she'll p robab ly  piss 

all over my lasagne" may have taken the  p lay to  new surrea l level, 

bu t not in te rm s o f a th e a trica l m asterp iece. Luckily  the  sty le  of 

the  overall piece (i.e. im prov isa tio n ) was a blessing in d isgu ise as 

we even tua lly  clawed ou r way to  the  curta in .

It was the  wake- up call we needed and the  fo llow ing  

pe rfo rm ance , a lth ough  never gu ite  oozing pro fess iona lism , bore 

m ore o f a resem blance to  the  ac tua l play. W illiam  Bowry
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H I S T O R Y

Punishment

The m ain fo rm  o f pun ishm ent was lines, handed ou t in chunks o f 

a hundred and beg inn ing, inev itab ly : "I m ust not..'', fo llow ed by 

"..be la te  fo r class /  ..stare vacan tly  o u t o f the  w indow  du ring  the  

H is to ry  lesson /  ..jum p up and down on my bed t i l l  the  springs 

b reak". But be fo re  being handed in the y  had to  be signed by 

you r housem aster - and if a t the  end of the  ..the week? ..m onth? 

..you go t m ore than  5 0 0 , you q u a lified  fo r the  supp lem enta ry  

w hacking. You w ere requ ired , the re fo re , to  e n te r them  in The 

P un ishm ent Book, s ta tin g  why you had been given them . * One 

boy, a known wag, (h is name, alas, lost to  me) had been tea ring  

a long a c o rr id o r and crashed in to  the  Physics master, sending 

h im  ree ling . In The Book, the  boy w ro te : "For proceed ing  a t such 

ve lo c ity  th a t on co n tac ting  the  Physics M aster I knocked him  o ff 

his s ta te  o f eq u ilib riu m ." Next day, beside th is, in a sm all t ig h t 

hand we knew to  be ou r housem aster's , w ere the  om inous words 

in red ink: "See me."

The Cane was reserved fo r  m ore  serious o ffences (sm oking, 

sw earing, fig h tin g ), and adm in is te red  (I th in k ) by the  

housem aster, w h ile  those re fle c tin g  on the  school ho nou r - 

chea ting  in an exam, say - w ere de a lt w ith  by the  Head. The 

rea lly  serious s tu f f  - th e ft, say - m eant expuls ion.

There was also The Slipper. This was the  preserve o f the  

p re fects , to  punish such in fra c tio n s  as read ing a fte r ligh ts  out, 

etc. So, on Friday (I th in k ) evening w e-w ho-w ere -abou t-to -be - 

tanned lined up ou ts ide  the  P re fec ts ' Room - w here th e re  would 

be an o u tb re ak  o f good m anners: "You firs t" ,  "N o really, a fte r 

you ." On one occasion, when I was due to  go next, the  do o r was 

open a crack, and th ro u g h  it cou ld be seen a ce rta in  boy no t 

fam ous fo r  grace under pressure w rith in g  on the  floor, 

w h im p e ring  a t the  p re fec ts  to  spare him . Next m om ent he was 

hauled up, pun ishm ent was heard being adm in is te red  and he 

em erged, "b lu b b in g ", ob liv io us  to  the  con tem p t he insp ired in

the  rest o f us. When I w ent in, the  p re fec ts  (about 3 o f them ), 

w ere look ing fa in tly  ashen, c lea rly  unused to  such exh ib itions  

and, by the  w ary  way the y  eyed me, fe a rfu l o f m ore o f the  same. 

"B end over, Gray," cam e the  order. I did so, and s to ica lly  endured 

by six whacks. When I s tood up again, re lie f was w r it  large on 

th e ir  faces. "W ell done Gray", m u rm ured  one o f them  -  the  

o the rs  echo ing the  sen tim en t.

For a m om ent I th o u g h t they were go ing to  shake my hand.

*Som e boys, to  ave rt th is , w ould  ask me -  known to  be 

a r tis t ic  -  to  rep lica te  (read " fo rg e ” ) the  housem aster's  s igna ture . 

(I hope I charged them ).

EARNSM  COACHES

Coaches tov all Occasions 
Il.K. And Continental Travel 
15-53 Seats available incl. 

Executive Coaches
Greenbank Road. Glcnfarp. Perth I‘li2 9 YU 

Phone: 01577 860360 Fax: 01577 8.30599
Email: earnsidv(S\wl.com 
Website: wuw.earnside.com
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H I S T O R Y

Strathallan  
resurgent 1920-30
It is tempting for present-day generations of Strathallians to think tha t the immense investments of the last twenty years, 

especially six new boarding houses and a sumptuous extension for Riley House, together with a new state of the art 

medical centre, not to mention a palatial art centre, comprise the biggest period of expansion in the School's history.

T rue, num bers in th is  period alm ost doubled under the  

stewardship of David Pighills (1 9 7 5 -1 9 9 3 ), necessitating  

th e  program m e which placed S tra th a llan  in the  

fo re front of Independent education. But th e  firs t 2 0  years of 

S trath allan 's  ex istence in Forgandenny saw developm ents  

which were ju s t as im pressive and which were the envy of 

m any o ther public schools of th e  tim e.

Let us re m em b er th a t when he cam e to  Forgandenny in 1920, 

H arry  R iley had few  cap ita l assets and had had to  bo rrow  a very  

substan tia l am oun t to  buy Freeland m ansion and its  im m ed ia te  

po lic ies, com pris ing  s ix ty  acres o f gardens and open fie lds  in 

a d d ition  to  the  m ostly  wooded areas a round the  m ain house. He 

cam e to  Forgandenny w ith  120 boys and 6  m asters, a risky 

financ ia l ven tu re  in th e  depressed a fte rm a th  o f the  g rea t War, 

but qu ick ly  set ab ou t tu rn in g  the  esta te  and its bu ild ing  in to  a 

school. The m ansion house soon becam e d o rm ito r ie s  fo r the  

boys and room s fo r H eadm aster and m asters, the  m ain 

c lassroom s w ere fash ioned ou t o f the  fo rm e r esta te  stab les in 

w ha t is now Riley cou rtya rd , w h ils t the  sciences w ere ta u g h t in 

the  o ld greenhouses ad jacent to  the  vegetab le  garden in the  

space now occupied by the  C hem is try  and B io logy de partm en ts .

I t  is d iff ic u lt to  im ag ine now the  so rt o f sacrifices th a t the  

Founder had to  make in o rd e r to  realise his dream  o f m aking 

S tra tha llan  one o f the  p re -em inen t schools in S cotland bu t David 

Bogie, la te r to  be a m a jo r Old S tra tha llan  F igure in the  fu tu re  

success o f the  School, had th is  to  say, "H a rry  Riley con tinued  to  

live  s im p ly  and w ith o u t any m a te ria l luxuries. He p loughed back 

every penny o f p ro fit in to  the  school. It w ould  be tru e  to  say th a t 

each sum m er vaca tion  som e cap ita l asset w ou ld  be crea ted  and 

ready fo r use in S ep tem ber".

D evelopm ents con tinued  apace in the  1920s w ith  the  

ap p o in tm e n t of R. N. Bain as esta te  fo rem an in 1923. Indeed, Mr. 

Bain was to  be associa ted w ith  eve ry  new bu ild ing  and p ro jec t 

un til his re tire m e n t in 1956. One o f his f irs t re spons ib ilitie s  was to 

com p le te  th e  co n s tru c tio n  o f the  new gym nasium , qu ick ly  

fo llow ed  by m aking the  rest of the  c lassroom s respectab le  and 

beg inn ing  the  convers ion  o f the  old coachhouse in to  the  

sana to rium  (now  the  o lde r p a rt o f Riley House). In 1924 the  Lawn 

and Paddock w ere levelled and c ricke t squares laid fo r both 

p ractice  and m atch  play. D uring the  process o f leve lling  the  

Paddock a grave was d iscovered, p robab ly  o f m edieval o rig in , 

th o ugh  it was be lieved in 1924 to  have been th a t o f a Roman 

soldier. H arry  Riley's reaction  was to  say, "L e t the  poor fe llow  

lie ", so the  stones w ere replaced and the  g rounds s lig h tly  raised.

When th e  school had tra n s fe rre d  to  Forgandenny in 1920 

th e re  w ere no sp o rtin g  fa c ilit ie s  o th e r than  fo r tenn is, c ro que t 

and archery, so a lo t had to  be done be tw een the  purchase and 

the  open ing  o f the  School. The m ain lawn to  the  sou th  o f the  

House was made in to  a c ricke t ground , a lth ough  it was sm a lle r 

tha n  it is today  -  the  area now occupied by the  m usic p ractice  

room s was once an o rn a te  rose garden. The f irs t XV p itch  in 

these days was s itua ted  on w ha t we now know as M udfla ts  p itch  

2, flanked by a stand on the  n o rth e rn  side. The gym nas ium  was 

opened a t the  end o f 1923 and those old S tra tha llians  who can 

s till rem em ber the  school races and tr ia ls  in the  Earn m ay also 

recall the  opening of the  sw im m ing pool in 1928, one o f the  f irs t 

in a S cottish  school.

One o f the  g rea tes t p rob lem s at b ridge  o f A llan had been 

p rov is ion  o f s leep ing accom m oda tion . A t Forgandenny th is  was 

no t such a p rob lem  in the  ea rly  years, tho ugh  by 1927 w ith  school

st, “  ’ ,*'* '
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H I S T O R Y

num bers on the  increase, it was decided to  bu ild  a new board ing 

house annexe, a ttached  to  the  m ain school bu ild ing . The purpose 

was to  be able to  sp lit the  school in to  fo u r boys' houses and, in 

ad d ition , p rov ide  a cen tra l d in ing  area fo r  the  whole  com m unity . 

Thus was S im pson House, nam ed fo r R iley's m o the r's  fam ily, 

conceived and com ple ted  by 1929. A t the  sam e tim e  a 

reo rga n isa tio n  of the  Chapel too k  place to  f i t  eve ryone in and the  

f irs t fo rm a l school lib ra ry  was p roo f o f g row ing  exce llence in 

S tra tha llan 's  exam ina tion  results.

One m igh t expect tha t, a fte r a pe riod  of such expansion and 

im provem ent, a few  years o f re tre n ch m e n t and p lann ing m igh t 

have taken place, bu t H arry  Riley was no t one to  rest on his 

laure ls and bo th  s ta ff and pupils were to  be kept in a n tic ip a tio n

fo r w hat each new S eptem ber m igh t b ring  w ith  respect to  

bu ild ing  p ro jects. A t th is  p o in t it m igh t be well to  no te  also th a t 

each new deve lopm ent seems to  have financed  ou t o f school 

surp lus incom e and th a t bo rrow in g  was kept a m in im um .

W ith the  end o f the  1920s cam e the  G reat Depression caused 

by th e  collapse o f the  A m erican  stock m arket, a pe riod  when 

m any schools su ffe red  decline and eventua l closure. That 

S tra tha llan  su rv ived  and con tinued  to  p rosper says m uch about 

the  fina nc ia l acum en o f H arry  Riley and his advisers, John 

M aitland Cowan and David Bogie, to g e th e r w ith  the  S tra tha llian  

Club w hich, in the  next decade, was to  prove essentia l to  the  

fu tu re  w e ll-be ing o f the  School.

The G y m n a s i u m  
ca.  1924

The G ym nasium  was s ta rted  by R. N. 
Bain, the  c le rks o f w orks appo in ted  in 
February 1923, and com ple ted  in 
D ecem ber of the  sam e year. Some 8 0  
fe e t by 3 0  fee t, the  gym nasium  was the  
la rgest hall in the  school and was used 
as the  exam ina tion  ha ll du ring  the  week 
o f the  U n ive rs ity  P re lim in a ry  
E xam inations. It is s till in use today.

C l a s s r o o m s
The o rig in a l c lassroom s w ere those  now in 
the  Riley quadrangle .
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H I S T O R Y

Strathallan  
resurgent 1920-30

The Lawn Cr i cke t  Ground 
ca.  1930

Made ready fo r p lay in 1921, bu t a c ricke t square 
was f irs t laid in 1924 along w ith  the  rose garden 

w here the  present m usic p rac tice  b locks now 
stands. In the  late 1920s the  sou the rn  bo unda ry  was 
extended to  w here  it is today. The pavilion  
was donated  by M r M e lv ille  o f the  Inch innan India 
R ubber Com pany in 1930 and renovated  w ith  an 
ex tens ion  in 1996.

The fo u rth  of the  boys' board ing houses to  be founded 
at Forgandenny w ith  a pu rpose -bu ilt annexe, begun in 
1927 and fin ishe d  in 1929. The annexe was nam ed a fte r 
H arry  R iley's m o th e r Rose M ary S im pson and also 
housed a new d inn ing  hall on the  g round  floor. S impson 
House's f irs t House Captain was S tu a rt Ferguson.

In 1924 a s ta r t was made on con ve rting  som e o f the  
old stab les in to  a san a to riu m  [now  the  old pa rt o f 
R iley House]. The f irs t stage was com ple ted  in 1925, at 
the  same tim e  as the  Paddock be ing levelled and 
converted  in to  the  2nd XI c r icke t ground . The bu ild ing  
had six room s, th re e  being large wards. The bu ild ing  
was se lf-con ta ined  w ith  a nurse's room , k itchen m aid 's 
room , ba th ro om  and o ffice . The san a to riu m  had its 
own ho t w ate r supply  and was connected  to  the  m ain 
bu ild ing  by te lephone.

in  in  T n l f  n n ' n i n  H i h i

TIT III !Ui HITlll| |  f HI III

S i mp s o n  House  
ca.  1929
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The L i b r a r y ,  
c a. 1930

This had a chequered existence w ith  no 
dedicated room  o r s tock u n til 1930 w hen it 
was last o ff ic ia lly  estab lished in w hat is 
now the  Old L ibrary, the  o rig in a l lib ra ry  
room  of the  House as it had been under 
the  C o llingw ood Lindsay Woods.

The Chape l ,  
ca.  1928

Chapel was cen tra l pa rt o f every body's life  at 
S tra tha llan . It was s itua ted  in the  old chapel o f the 
house and was sub jec t to  m any changes of plan. It 
had accom m odation  fo r about 25 0  people, services 
being held eve ry  Sunday - the  p reache r none o the r 
than  H arry  Riley.

The S w i m m i n g  Pool ,  
ca.  1928

This was begun in 1927, fin ished in 1928, and o ffic ia lly  opened 
on 26 th  O ctober o f th a t year. The opening cerem ony consisted 
o f H arry Riley's cu ttin g  the  ribbons o f House co lours and a 
re lay race between m asters and pupils, the  pupils w inning by 
tw o lengths. Pupils in itia lly  had access to  the  baths on tw o 
n igh ts of the  week [one o f them  Saturday], The inter-house 
com pe tition  was the nce fo rth  moved from  the  ch illy  Earn to  the 
ra the r w arm er baths.

L a b o r a t o r i e s
In the firs t days at Forgandenny the laborato ries 
were no m ore than the  large greenhouses in the 
garden near to the  Gymnasium. In the  spring o f 1928 
founda tions fo r new C hem istry and Physics 
Labora tories were dug on the  site o f the  old 
greenhouses. No longer would the  pupils be able to  
c la im  th a t the  C hem istry  lab, was an "oven" in the 
sum m er no r the  Physics lab an "ice-house" in winter.
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C A D E T S

CCF Army Section
The year got o ff to a good start, with the able assistance of the two sergeants Aitkenhead and Chisholm. The recruits 

were treated to a baptism of fire - or rather water - as on the ir firs t night exercise Barrybuddon was tota lly rain-sodden.

However, it proved to  be a usefu l p repa ra tion  fo r Field Day 

and Inspection , also a t B arrybuddon . The B rigad ie r seem ed to  be 

favo u ra b ly  im pressed, and it was g ra tify in g  to  see so m any 

cadets speaking to  him  che e rfu lly  and know ledgeab ly  a b ou t th e ir  

tra in in g . The sen io r NCOs en tered  in to  th e ir  Cadre Course in the  

Spring te rm  w ith  energy and en thusiasm , and all com ple ted  the  

sh o rt bu t in tens ive  course successfully. We w ere jo ine d  in 

Ja n u a ry  by Lt Raitt, w ho m ore  than  makes up in en thusiasm  fo r 

any lack in m ilita ry  experience, and w ill be a tre m en dous  asset to  

the  A rm y Section. The S um m er te rm  saw a m arked lack o f 

seniors, as A levels and H ighers too k  th e ir  to ll, as well as the  

ravages of Foot and M outh disease p reven tin g  any ou ts ide

tra in in g . Our p lanned N ight Exercise tu rn e d  in to  a v is it to  the  

Royal Yacht B ritann ia  and a tr ip  to  E dinburgh Castle (w ith  tea in 

the  O ffice r's  Mess) instead. How ever it was pleasing to  take so 

m any cadets to  A nnual Camp at C ultybraggan. We did no t know 

w hat to  expect th is  year, as it was a "c losed '' cam p - again due to  

Foot and M outh re s tric tio n s , bu t it tu rn e d  ou t to  be one of the  

best cam ps I have ever a ttended . A ll cadets, inc lud ing  some 

M arines, w orked hard, and did well on th e  fina l day in the  

com pe tition s . It was p a rtic u la r ly  pleasing to  award Corpora l 

M cLaren w ith  he r th ird  s trip e  a t Camp, never has a new Sergeant 

blushed qu ite  so m uch. I w ish S tra tha llan  A rm y Cadets all the  

ve ry  best fo r the  fu tu re . KSLR

w/ur kebs tke vicj
z
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C A D E T S

The RM Detachment has been through a year or more of uncertainty. 

However with the present staffing situation of two officers it seems unlikely that these uncertainties will recur, and this 

can only be good news. I would like to record the thanks of the Detachment to Mr Martin Wightman for holding the fo rt 

last year, and particularly to Mr Klaus Glimm who was the founding father of the RM Cadets at Strathallan and their

inspiration for close on twenty years.

The D etachm ent has had an ac tive  and even tfu l year, o f w hich 

the  fo llow ing  are on ly  the  ed ited h igh lights:

A team  com posed a lm ost en tire ly  o f RM cadets fo rm ed the 

School's e n try  to  the  H ighland Cadet Tactical C om petition  in late 

Septem ber at Garelochhead. Lacking in tra in in g  and experience - 

m ost were F ifth  Form ers - they did th e ir best, en joyed them selves 

but did not record a high score.

The f irs t large RM event in the  ca lendar was the  P ringle 

Trophy com petition . This takes place in Lym pstone, a t the 

C om m ando Training Centre, and s im ply g e tting  the re  involves a 

very leng thy  coach ride. Our team  tra ined  seriously  under the 

leadersh ip o f Lawrence C ourt, and we were lucky to have been 

o ffe red  assistance by A lec Burre ll, fo rm e rly  Head Boy (1992-3) and 

now a Captain RM_, who pu t m any of the  fac ilities  o f RM C ondor 

a t ou r disposal along w ith  a lo t o f his tim e . To a novice observer 

(m yself) the  P ring le  co m p e titio n  was no t as dem and ing as I had 

expected - the  firs t task th e  team  undertook was an in itia tive  test 

invo lv ing the  tra n sp o rt o f a num ber o f large w e igh ts ove r a small 

puddle, and it was the  on ly  tim e  I have seen the  D.S te ll the  

p a rtic ipan ts  exactly how to  achieve the  task be fore  they sta rted . 

On the  whole I was impressed w ith  the  level o f com m itm en t and 

com petence o f ou r cadets, and the  subseguent resu lt o f 17th ou t 

o f 18 was a shock to  all. We shall t ry  to do b e tte r next year.

Field Day saw us back at RM Condor, again thanks to  Captain 

B urre ll. The whole  Detachm ent, even inc lud ing  the  re lu c tan t 

Sergeants Sproat and Mackie, enjoyed th e ir  b ivvy in to rre n tia l rain 

and high w inds, and even m ore  so the  next day ’s package of 

abseiling, SAT range, live f ir in g  and p robab ly the  m ost 

com prehensive guide to  surv iva l haute cuis ine th a t any o f us w ill 

see, cou rtesy  o f C orpora l B att RM

And so the  year re tu rned  to the  usual round of Wednesday 

a fte rno on  tra in ing : the re  were som e innovations such as the 

dreaded Training Plan (w hich allowed those who wished to  know in 

advance w hat was go ing to happen each tra in ing  day being able to  

read about it in advance, and those who did no t to  ask "W hat are 

we doing today, S ir?"), com petence tests fo r Recruits, and of 

course, Mr Walmsley, a.k.a Lt W almsley RM (CCF). I m ust thank Mr 

W almsley fo r m any th ings, but above all fo r actua lly  vo lun teering  

to  jo in  the  RM Detachm ent in the  f irs t instance. His inpu t over the  

year has been of im m ense value, and has inspired many cadets.

As the  w eather im proved w ith  the  onset o f Spring, we had 

p lanned to  undertake  an ove rn igh t exercise at B arry Buddon - 

however, the  Foot and M outh ep idem ic forced me to  change th is  

plan, and instead was bo rn  Exercise Cold Steel. The name was 

go ing to  be less w arlike  (Exercise M ild S oft Tissue In ju ry), bu t the  

genera l reguest was to  have "a Really Good Name fo r the  exercise, 

please S ir” , and so o f course, we did. The exercise, described by 

Philip  P illa r as the  best he had ever been on, had to  be conducted 

in the  School grounds, bu t Phil w asn't fa r o ff the  m ark fo r once. It 

d idn 't s ta rt in qu ite  the  best way, as Gareth led the  en tire  Troop 

o ff to  the  firs t R.V po in t and then fa iled to  stop; bu t we picked up 

as th in gs  w ent on.

The Sum m er te rm  o fte n  fizz les o u t as fa r as tra in in g  is 

concerned, w ith  the  onset of exams - th is  yea r we an tic ip a ted  

tha t, and Mr W alm sley's gen ia l idea o f an RM D etachm ent Mess 

D inner go t th in gs  o ff to  an exce llen t s ta rt. Guest o f H onour was 

WOI J im  M artin , w ell know n to  a t least five  years ' w o rth  of 

S tra tha llan  RM cadets and, sadly, like ly  to  be re tir in g  at last. We 

w ere prov ided w ith  exce llen t food, the  conversa tion  sparkled, the  

cadets c lea rly  en joyed the  event, and eve ryone now has a real 

incen tive  to  be p rom oted  fro m  M arine - to  g u a lify  fo r p o rt a fte r 

the  meal. The D inner is to  becom e an annual event, w hich means 

th a t M r W almsley w ill be ab le to  get m ore use fro m  the  splendid 

Mess u n ifo rm  he bough t fo r the  occasion.

I suppose th a t the  D inner doesn 't rea lly  coun t as tra in in g  - 

tho ugh  th a t is no t e n tire ly  tru e  - and th e  te rm  tu rn e d  

increas ing ly  to  ad ven tu rou s  tra in in g  and o u td o o r a c tiv itie s  in the 

last six weeks - the  im pressive abseil down Lednock dam, 

c lim b ing  at Bennybeg and a w eekend fo r the  Fourth  Form on 

Kerrera, fo llow ed by the  ascent o f Ben C ruachan. There was to  

have been a repeat fo r the  Seniors the  fo llow in g  week, bu t the  

w ea the r in te rvened . The M arines m ade a de te rm in ed  e ffo r t in 

sup p o rtin g  the  24 H our C ha rity  Run - ab ly  organ ised  by Giles 

Seddon, the y  ran in re lays th ro u g h  the  n igh t and as a squad at 

the  end o f th e  run.

We ended the  year by sending fo u r cadets (no t to  m en tion  

tw o  o ffice rs ) on the  annual RM Cadets' cam p at Garelochhead, 

th is  ou t o f a to ta l o f 12 cadets and fo u r O fficers. Hugh Mackay 

d is ting u ishe d  h im se lf by w inn ing  the  Com m ando S p irit p rize at 

the  end o f the  course, w h ils t Fraser N iven was the  ru nne r up fo r 

Best Cadet.

Thanks are due to  m any cadets, bu t m ost no tab ly  to  

Law rence C ourt, ou r o u tgo ing  C olour Sergeant, to  Giles Seddon 

w ho takes over fro m  him , and to  Hugh Mackay (who keeps Giles 

in order).

The RM D etachm ent w ill s ta r t the  new academ ic year w ith  

f if ty - th re e  on the  ro ll, and w ith  the  range and depth  o f ta le n t we 

have, I am  sure th a t we can look fo rw ard  to  g rea t th ings.

ACW S-J
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Harry Potter rules
On a bright Saturday morning in June, 13 pupils, the Librarian and Daphne Forbes (of 

the Admin, staff, on her firs t school trip) revved up the ir broomsticks (top of the range 

Nimbus 2000s) and flew off to Dundee ...

t  we are

m ere m uggles we had to 

trave l by m ore  conven tiona l means, bu t the  a tm osphere  was 

m agical as we headed to  the  Caird Hall, Dundee to  a ttend  a 

specia l c h a rity  event s ta rr in g  J K Rowling, a u th o r o f the  H arry  

P o tte r books. The event was organized by "M aggie 's  P lace", a 

cancer su p p o rt cha rity , w h ich is fun d ra is in g  to  bu ild  a cen tre  at 

N inew ells Hospita l, Dundee.

On a rriva l a t the  Caird Hall, we jo ine d  a long, long queue of 

ju n io r  w itches and w izards (som e dressed as th e ir  fa vo u rite  

cha rac te r fro m  the  books), and th is  queue becam e longer, and 

longer, snaking around the  c ity  square. The event was a se ll-out, 

w ith  1300 P o tte r fans a ttend in g . (The event ra ised £ 8 0 0 0 ).

The e n te rta in m e n t s ta rte d  w ith  a m agic ian (several R iley 

pupils paid close a tte n tio n  to  his techn ique ). Then Joanne

Rowling cam e on stage to  tu m u ltu o u s  applause. She read fro m  

he r la test book "H a rry  P o tte r and the  Goblet o f F ire”  and kept 

the  huge audience spe llbound. Next, she answered questions 

fro m  the  audience. One young fan wanted to  know if  H ogw arts 

(the  School o f W itch c ra ft and W izardry) was based on a real 

school. She took th is  o p p o rtu n ity  to  quash ru m ours  th a t 

H ogw arts  is based on "a ce rta in  board ing school in E dinburgh".

F ina lly cam e the  book s ign ing. Ms Rowling prom ised she 

w ould  stay un til eve ry  ch ild  had its  book signed. We queued fo r 

an hour! -  and we w ere a ll im pressed th a t Joanne Rowling sm iled 

a t eve ry  ch ild  as its  tu rn  came.

We em erged in to  the  C ity  Square, c lu tch in g  ou r signed copies 

o f "H a rry  P o tte r" , a ll ag ree ing th a t we w ou ld  tre asu re  these 

books forever. Truly, a m agical day fo r  S tra tha llan  Muggles!

Ernst and Young 
Lecture

We w ere de ligh ted  to  w elcom e C hris van de r Kuyl, Chief 

E xecutive O ffice r o f VIS e n te rta in m e n t pic to  S tra tha llan  on 

Friday 13 O ctober 2 0 0 0  to  de live r th e  annual E rnst & Young 

Lecture . In a d d ition  to  his respons ib ilitie s  a t VIS, C hris is 

C hairm an o f Young E n te rp rise  Scotland and his desire  to  w ork 

w ith  the  young was ev iden t th ro u g h o u t his speech w h ich  was 

tru ly  insp ira tion a l. Taking e n trep rene u rsh ip  as his them e, Chris 

took the  audience th ro u g h  his own experience fro m  his ea rlies t 

days m aking m oney o u t o f c iga re tte s  w hich he had taken fro m  

his m o the r's  purse to  he lp he r s top sm oking, th ro u g h  his 

e n jo ym en t o f co m p u te r gam es and p rog ra m m in g  at home, via 

in te rn a tio n a l baske tba ll honours  and a m b itions  to  jo in  th e  US 

co llege c ircu it, a sem i pro fess iona l pe riod  as a m em ber o f a pop 

group, w hich ga ined a record ing  co n tra c t lasting  prec ise ly  one 

week, to  his pos itio n  as S cottish  Young E n tre p re neu r o f the  Year. 

C hris (he does no t accept being called 'M r van de r K uyD  stressed 

th ro u g h o u t his en jo ym en t o f the  d iffe re n t a c tiv itie s  w hich he had 

u n dertaken  and encouraged pupils to  ad op t a 'can d o 1 a tt itu d e . 

His suggestion  was th a t if one w ants som eth ing  s u ff ic ie n tly  and 

is de te rm in ed  to  go ou t and get it then  it is possib le to  succeed.

Since he has m oved fro m  s ta rtin g  the  firm  on his own w ith  

£15,000 to  ru nn ing  an o p e ra tio n  w ith  five  offices, 120 em ployees 

and a p o te n tia l va lua tion  o f be tw een £ 8 0 m  - £120m, he seems 

e m in e n tly  g u a lified  to  make th is  assertion .

In an ex trem e ly  e n te rta in in g  question  and answer session 

w hich set new records fo r such a session a fte r a fo rm a l speech, it 

becam e c lear th a t m any o f th e  pupils had cons iderab ly  m ore 

know ledge o f th e  p roduc ts  o f Mr van de r K uy l’s com pany than 

the  s ta ff, G overnors and guests in the  audience. The en thusiasm  

expressed as such gam es w ere discussed was itse lf a ring ing  

te s tam en t to  the  success o f the  firm . M ost im p o rta n t, however, 

was the  cen tra l message w hich was one th a t eve ryone present 

cou ld  take fro m  the  ta lk : the  w illingness to  ce leb ra te  one ’s 

success, to  a im  high, to  be lieve th a t w ha t you w ant to  do is 

possible, is som eth ing  w hich was w o rth y  o f con s id e ra tion  by all 

and we w ere indebted  to  M r van de r Kuyl fo r tak ing  tim e  ou t o f 

his inc re d ib ly  busy schedule to  be w ith  us at S tra tha llan .

BKT.
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Duke of 
Edinburgh's award
D uring the  past year, 32 pupils ga ined th e  B ronze Award, 7 pupils 

ga ined the  S ilver Award and 3 pupils w ere aw arded Gold. HRH 

The Duke of E d inburgh presented Laura M orley, Je n n ie  Hayward 

and C atriona  M cC leery w ith  th e ir  Gold Award a t H o lyrood House 

in Ju ly. The success o f the  Award schem e du ring  th e  past year 

has on ly  been possib le due to  the  huge su p p o rt g iven by s ta ff 

and th is  is ve ry  m uch apprec ia ted  by Award candidates. Mr. 

K itson's C om m unity  Service team  have once m ore m ade a valued 

co n tr ib u t io n  to  the  S erv ice S ection and Mr. B o lton , Mr Burgess, 

Miss England, M r & Mrs H ig g in bo tto m  and Miss Ni Rian have 

devoted a g rea t deal o f th e ir  spare tim e  to  superv is ing  

exped itions  d u rin g  the  past year. Many tha nks  are due to  all 

these sta ff.

As always, the  m ost tim e  consum ing p a rt o f the  Award fo r 

pup ils  has been the  E xped ition  Section. M oun ta ineering  lite ra tu re  

shows th a t th a t the  m ost m em orab le  exped itions are usually 

those w h ich  becom e ep ic s tru gg les  fo r surv iva l. D o f E s ta ff 

p re fe r school exped itions to  be m em orab le  in less d ram a tic  ways. 

The fo llow in g  account, by G regor Duncan, is o f an exped ition  

w ith o u t any ep ic qua lities , bu t w hich seems ju s t as m em orab le  in 

its  own qu ie t way as th e  s tu ff o f legend. DRS

Five o f us set o ff fro m  S tra tha llan  on the  m o rn ing  o f 19th May 

and headed fo r the  s ta r t o f ou r exp ed ition  ro u te  a t N ethyb ridge . I 

was responsib le  fo r ou r g roup 's  s tove and te n t poles. We reached 

N e thyb ridge  a t 3 o 'c lock and a fte r saying fa rew e ll to  Mr. B olton, 

o u r driver, began the  f irs t stage o f ou r route , w h ich  took us 

th ro u g h  A be rne th y  Forest. O ur ta rg e t fo r  th e  day was to  walk to  

a place called Bynack Stables, a t the  fo o t o f the  C a irngorm  

M ounta ins, and set up cam p th e re  fo r  the  n igh t. My specia l 

in te re s t on the  walk was the  flo ra  and fauna th a t we m igh t com e 

across on ou r trave ls .

The f irs t p a rt o f the  ro u te  was on a good pa th  th ro u g h  dense 

pine fo res t, w here  it was d if f ic u lt  to  see beyond the  f irs t few 

yards in to  th e  th icke ts . One o f the  f irs t an im als th a t I saw in the  

fo res t was a red squ irre l, w h ich was s ittin g  on a low  branch in a 

pine tre e  ea ting  a pinecone. It did no t seem a t all concerned by 

o u r presence when we walked past. As we progressed, th e  fo res t 

becam e less dense and eve n tua lly  we em erged in to  m ore  open 

c o u n try  w ith  pastu re land  fo r  sheep. The cou n trys id e  became 

m ore  rough and rocky and we saw a large herd o f ab ou t f i f ty  red 

deer on the  sky line  o f the  m oun ta ins  in fro n t o f us.

We reached Bynack stab les a t abou t 7.30 and we im m ed ia te ly  

set up cam p -  tw o  ten ts  p itched near a s tream  fro m  w h ich  we 

drew  fresh  w a te r to  make som e tea. For ou r evening meal, I had a 

m ug o f soup fo llow ed by a pasta dish, w hich I rea lly  en joyed. For 

dessert I had a Mars bar and tea. We next s tud ied  o u r maps to  

make ce rta in  o f th e  ro u te  we would  fo llo w  th e  next day. When we 

fe lt co n fid e n t ab ou t the  rou te , we spent the  rest o f the  evening 

be fore  be d tim e  ch a ttin g  and re lax ing a fte r ou r long day. Once we 

w ere in ou r s leep ing bags, we spent som e tim e  try in g  to  fr ig h te n  

each o th e r w ith  ghost s to ries  be fore  we eve n tua lly  fe ll asleep.

On Sunday 2 0 th  May I awoke at about 7a.m., peered ou t o f 

the  te n t to  d iscover th a t it was a w o n d e rfu lly  c lear m o rn ing  w ith  

no t a cloud in the  sky. I lit the  stove and pu t on some bacon fo r 

breakfast. I washed in a stream  - b itte r ly  cold bu t b e au tifu lly  

re fresh ing  -  and th a t woke me to  a sta te  o f readiness fo r the  day. 

As I was f irs t on my fee t th a t m orn ing , the  o the rs  woke to  the  

de lic ious sm ell o f fry in g  bacon. A fte r breakfast we s tru ck  camp, 

exam ined ou r rou te  on the  map and set o ff a t 9a.m . A fte r about 

an hour we passed by the  em era ld  green and a p tly  nam ed Green 

Loch. Several hours la te r we had passed th roug h  pa rt o f G lenm ore 

Forest to  the  sandy shore o f Loch M orlich, w here we stopped fo r 

lunch. We saw som e m ute swans sharing the  loch w ith  

w indsurfe rs . I had th ree  peanut b u tte r ro lls  , R ibena and a Mars 

bar fo r  lunch. We checked ou r maps and set o ff again on ou r rou te  

at about 1 p.m. and headed fo r ou r next checkpo in t w ith  ou r 

exped ition  supervisor. As we headed th roug h  G lenm ore Forest we 

caught s ight o f tw o ra re black grouse. They were feed ing on the  

g round some yards away and took no no tice  as we passed. We 

w ent th roug h  the  checkpo in t in a l it t le  w h ile  a fte r th a t and at 

about 3p.m. we reached the  end o f ou r jo u rn e y  a t Loch an Eilan 

w here Mr. B olton was w a iting  fo r us w ith  the  m inibus.

In conclus ion , th is  was an en joyab le  exped ition . We were 

e x trem e ly  fo r tu n a te  w ith  th e  w eather, w hich rem ained d ry  

th ro u g h o u t. We found the  ro u te  reasonab ly s tra ig h tfo rw a rd  and 

we m ade no m istakes in fo llo w in g  ou r prepared ro u te  cards and 

maps. A lth o u g h  we did no t see m uch flo ra  o f note, we did see a 

red squ irre l, a herd o f red deer and black grouse.

Gregor Duncan - Form IV ( Bronze Award )
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Prague and Vienna

Sixth Form Visit to Prague /  Vienna
Tribu tes cu s to m a rily  com e at the  end o f review  a rtic le s . It would 

be unfair, however, no t to  s ta r t w ith  th e  enorm ous, u n s tin tin g ly  

generous c o n tr ib u t io n  made by the  w ho le  o f the  Z itek  fa m ily  to  

the  success o f a n o th e r cu ltu ra l t r ip  to  cen tra l Europe and fa r 

away cou n tries  o f w h ich  we now know a g rea t deal m ore  than 

when we s ta rte d  ou t ea rly  on a b leak O ctober ha lf te rm . J ind ra  

was th e  m ain stay o f ou r e ffo rts  to  a rrange  tra ve l fo r  the  va ry ing  

m em bers o f w ha t seem ed a con s tan tly  f lu c tu a tin g  party , he and 

his d e lig h tfu l fr ie nds  in Prague, Petra and M ischa, were 

e nchan ting  com pany as well as being o f enorm ous value 

w henever we needed help in the  Czech and Germ an languages, 

and th e re  seem ed no lim it, as should be c lear fro m  th is  account 

o f ou r trave ls , to  the  k indness o f his parents. This was especia lly  

apprec ia ted , as we w ere a large p a rty  o f th ir ty , inc lud ing  

Mesdames Duncan, P illa r and H utcheon, chaperoned by Messrs 

P roc to r and Tod.

T ravelling a rrang em e n ts  fro m  E dinburgh to  Prague via 

S tanstead all w ent accord ing  to  plan, the  luggage was d ispa tched 

to  the  ho te l and we d iv ided  in to  tw o  groups, one o f w h ich  was to  

trave l to  the  cen tre  o f the  c ity  fo r  a p re lim in a ry  pe ram b u la tio n  to  

enable eve rybod y  to  ge t th e ir  bearings, and the  o th e r to  make a

cons iderab ly  speedier jo u rn e y  in a m in ibus d riven  very  kindly, but 

eccentrica lly , by J ind ra 's  fa ther, to  the  f irs t con ce rt a t the  

R udo lfinum . The p rogram m e was Glinka and the  Pathe tique , 

Tchaikovsky 6, played by the  legenda ry  Czech P h ilharm on ic, 

conducted  by a Japanese m aestro  whose f irs t nam e su rp ris in g ly  

tu rn e d  o u t to  be Ken; it was th o ro u g h ly  en joyed by us all, 

p a rticu la r ly  as exce llen t seats cost less than  £1.

Both groups m et as p lanned and m ade ou r way to  w hat 

tu rn e d  o u t to  be the  p e rfe c tly  sa tis fa c to ry , m usica lly  resonan t 

H otel V ltva.

As w ith  p rev ious trip s , th e  in te n tio n  was to  a llow  a varied 

p rog ram m e to  be fo llow ed, se lected fro m  the  enorm ous num ber 

o f m useum s, a r t ga lle ries, m onaste ries  and bu ild ings fro m  every 

age, leaving each to u r is t fre e  to  se lect an opera o r a con ce rt o r a 

v is it, fo r  exam ple, to  th e  ce leb ra ted  Prague Puppets, so th a t all 

tastes were accom m odated . A p a rt fro m  the  set-p iece vis its, 

Prague, o f course, is one o f the  gem s o f European c ities  and it 

was a d e lig h t to  exp lo re  the  enorm ous com plex o f the  H radcany 

Castle, as well as the  highw ays and byways, the  nooks and 

crannies, o f th is  m ost h is to ric  o f c ities. We all shed a few  years as 

we experienced the  c iv ilized  de lig h ts  o f tra ve lin g  on th e  tra m  

system , a re m arka b ly  ag reeable  and cheap m e thod  o f sam pling 

the  cha rm s o f d iffe re n t q u a rtie rs  o f th is  m a rve llous city. It did 

tu rn  ou t to  be ra th e r m ore  expensive than  a n tic ip a ted  by tw o  o f 

the  m ore  sen io r m em bers o f o u r p a rty  who, alas, when



T R I P S

con fron ted  w ith  a u th o r ity  in the  shape o f a p la inc lo thes inspe c to r 

dem and ing  w he th e r ticke ts  had been processed, were, to  the  

unending g lee o f th e ir  colleagues, com pelled  to  ad m it th a t the re  

had been an u n fo rtu n a te  lapse o f co n cen tra tion , w hereupon  fines 

w ere exacted on the  spot. It d id no t de tra c t fro m  the  genera l 

am usem e n t'w he n  it was asked w h e th e r th ir ty  o th e r s im ila r 

o ffences cou ld  be taken in to  cons ide ra tion ...in  c itie s  as fa r away 

as Nice and Moscow.

The s tra te g ic  plan was to  d iv ide  ou r tim e  betw een Prague 

and V ienna, re tu rn in g  to  spend o u r last n ig h t in th e  anc ien t tow n 

o f Tabor, w here the  Z ite k  fa m ily  had organized a fa rew e ll bangue t 

fo r  o u r last n igh t. E ve ry th ing  w en t acco rd ing  to  plan in Prague. 

There w ere excursions on th e  fu n ic u la r ra ilw ay to  ge t spectacu la r 

v iews o f the  rive r and c ity ; a tte m p ts  to  ge t to  ice-hockey 

m atches; m oving v is its  to  the  ghe tto , w hich had been in tended 

d u ring  the  War to  be the  o n ly  re lic  o f Jew ish  c iv iliza tio n  a llow ed 

to  su rv ive  in th e  Europe o f the  new order. We crossed the  

w o n d e rfu l Charles B ridge link ing  the  Old and New Towns several 

tim es each day w ith o u t ceasing to  adm ire  its  p ro p o rtio n s  and 

s ta tues. Those w ho had been be fore  d iscovered fresh  treasures 

such as o ff the  beaten tra ck  m onaste ries, the  as ton ish ing  fo r t  

occupied by the  invad ing Swedes at the  tim e  o f the  T h ir ty  Years 

War, and the  na tiona l cem ete ry  resem bling  Paris ' Pere Lachaise 

in th a t a lm ost eve ryone fro m  the  Czech Republic 's h is to ry  seems 

to  have been bu ried  the re . There w ere en joyab le  v is its  to  C arm en 

and La Traviata bo th  fo r  those  w ho loved th e ir  m usic and those  

who w ere m aking th e ir  de bu t and m igh t never again cross the  

p o rta ls  o f an opera house.

And o f course th e re  w ere the  Churches. These ranged fro m  

the  austere  so le m n ity  o f the  im posing G othic o f St. V itus ' 

Cathedra l, w hich, large as it is, by no m eans dw arfs  the  com plex 

o f bu ild ings a round th e  H rdcany and the  P res iden tia l Palace, to 

the  innum erab le  Barogue and Rococo chapels w h ich  bu rs t fo r th  

in all th e ir  extravagance in th e  seventeenth  cen tury . Many of 

these, as well as the  H ussite B eth lehem  Chapel, w ere used fo r 

the  con certs  and no-one cou ld  have been le ft in any d o ub t th a t 

the  Czechs' have a rich  and d iverse cu ltu re  w hich kept them  

go ing  du ring  the  da rk days o f th e ir  tra g ic  occupa tions in the  

tw e n tie th  ce n tu ry  and o f w hich the y  are r ig h tly  proud.

O ur p a rty  con ta ined som e w ho w ere e ith e r tak in g  P o litics  as 

an academ ic sub jec t o r w ho w ere in te res ted  in it, so tw o  v is its  

w ere organ ized  w hich w ou ld  ca te r fo r  the m  as well as, it  was 

hoped, be ing o f a genera l in te res t. The f irs t was to  th e  Czech 

R epublic 's N ationa l P arliam ent, w here we had a gu ided to u r 

round a p ris tine , and su rp ris in g ly  com pact and workable, 

bu ild ing , and the  o th e r was to  the  B ritish  Embassy. Here we m et 

Giles Broadm an, the  F irs t Secretary, w ho ve ry  e n te rta in in g ly  

exp la ined recent Czech h is to ry  and the  ro le  o f the  em bassy in

fo m e n tin g  good re la tions  betw een the  tw o  coun tries . We had 

been jo ine d  by th is  tim e  by Helen N esbitt, w ho le ft S tra tha llan  

fo u r years ago to  s tudy Czech and French a t O xford, and who had 

ju s t begun he r fo re ign  year in Brno. She had been on a previous 

school v is it to  Prague, when she had d is ting u ishe d  he rse lf by 

losing a ll he r luggage w ith in  tw o  m inu tes o f a rr iv in g  a t the  hote l. 

This tim e  she m ade her m ark by asking the  good d ip lo m a t if he 

w ou ld  com m ent on th e  question  in he r local paper th a t S lobodan 

M ilosovic had sough t po litica l asylum  here, a question  which 

earned he r a hard, if  puzzled, look. Some o f the  p a rty  w ere to 

v is it the  Czech R epublic em bassy in London next Easter, w hich 

ra th e r re tu rn e d  the  com p lim en t.

It had been a crow ded th re e  days in Prague bu t sp ir its  w ere 

s till h igh as we le ft fo r  the, in re trosp ec t, too  leng thy  jo u rn e y  to  

V ienna. We broke th e  jo u rn e y  a t th e  Budw eiser Brewery, the  

o rig in a l o f its  A m erican  namesake, and p a rt o f one o f the  

c o u n try ’s m a jo r industries . One brew ery  m ay to  the  un in fo rm ed  

seem m uch like another, bu t th e  ga rgan tua n  p ro p o rtio n s  o f the  

Am azons w ho to ile d  th e re  w ere ra th e r specia l (a good 

a d ve rtise m e n t fo r th e ir  p ro d u c t) and fo r  those w ith  low  boredom  

th resho lds , th e re  was always th e  in te lle c tu a l exercise o f cou n ting  

how m any tim es ou r exce llen t gu ide used the  phrase "I m ust 

indeed say". A fte r a ve ry  en joyab le  lunch , we proceeded on the  

last stage o f ou r journey, a rr iv in g  at w ha t tu rn e d  ou t to  be a well 

o rgan ized  Jugendgastehaus. We had a s h o rte r tim e  in th is  m ost 

im pe ria l o f cap ita l c ities  w ith o u t an em p ire  and it a lways gives 

the  im pression o f be ing fo rb id d in g ly  large, in co n tra s t to  the  

m ore  com pact na tu re  o f Prague's m a gn ificen t cen tre . 

N everthe less, gu ided th is  tim e  by a su rp rise  v is it fro m  Raphael 

Bsteh, S tra tha llan 's  ecce n tric  bu t e n te rta in in g  A ustrian , we all 

m anaged to  see a fa ir am oun t o f the  m o num e nta l rem ains o f the  

cen te r o f th e  H absburg Empire, some, like RJWP, m anaging to  

com bine  such h is to rica l experiences w ith  the  de lig h ts  o f sliced 

ca lf's  head at lunch tim e.

And then  it was back to  ou r by now ve ry  fa m ilia r bus fo r the  

last n igh t in th e  Czech R epublic a t Tabor, w here  Viennese 

ga s tron om ic  odd ities  w ere to  be u tte r ly  ou tshone  by the  sheer 

scale and ge ne ro s ity  o f the  fina l banque t w hich the  Z ite k  fam ily  

had organ ized  fo r  us. G roaning p la tte rs  o f tra d it io n a l cha rcu te rie  

w ou ld  have sa tis fied  m ost ap pe tite s  bu t the  piece de la 

res is tance was th e  m ost spe c tacu la r en trance  o f an e n tire  pig 

w hich, som ew hat to  the  d isco m fitu re  o f the  m ore  fas tid ious  o f 

th e  vege ta rians in the  party, was paraded in tr iu m p h  a round the  

d in ing  room . A fte rw a rds, as we recovered fro m  th is  cu lina ry  

cha llenge, we w ere e n te rta in e d  by Miss H utcheon and Mark 

S trin g e r to  a p rog ram m e o f tra d it io n a l tunes on th e ir  g rea t 

H ighland bagpipes, w hich by th is  tim e  the y  m ust have lugged 

several thousand m iles to  fin d  an ap p rec ia tive  audience.
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T R I P S

C om m ent had som ew hat unw ise ly  been made by an e a rlie r v is it 

to  Prague, in the  hearing  o f J ind ra , th a t it seemed hard to  find  

goose, a tra d itio n a l Czech dish, in Prague res tauran ts . The 

response o f the  Z itek  fa m ily  was to  take  the  teachers to  the  

fa m ily  house to  be regaled w ith  prec ise ly  th a t de licacy be fore  

the y  m oved ex trem e ly  s low ly back to  the  ho te l fo r  th e  few  hours 

sleep a llow ed be fore  th e  last lap back to  the  ve ry  d iffe re n t w orld  

o f S tra tha llan .

This re tu rn  jo u rn e y  passed sm ooth ly , a lth ough  tw o  bags were 

dam aged in tra n s it and a passport was le ft in the  aerop lane, we 

lia ised w ith  connec ting  parents, tra in s  and buses, and soon 

Prague and V ienna w ere m em ories. General consensus was th a t 

th is  had been bo th  an en joyab le  and a th o ro u g h ly  w o rth w h ile  

tr ip . A rtis ts  and m usicians, s tuden ts  o f lite ra tu re , h is to rians, 

fu tu re  po litic ia ns  and d ip lom ats , a ll had had th in gs  to  th in k  about 

and experience in tw o  o f the  g rea tes t European cap ita ls  ... bu t 

above all, we re tu rn e d  conscious th a t lit t le  o f th is  would  have 

been possib le w ith o u t the  o rgan iz in g  genius o f J ind ra  a t th is  end, 

and th a t ou r excurs ion w ou ld  have been in fin ite ly  p o o re r w ith o u t 

the  e x tra o rd in a ry  kindness and ge ne ro s ity  o f his parents.
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T R I P S

S tra it is the  ga te  and na rrow  the  way, as Dr Tod w ill read ily  

a ttes t. In ab ou t the  fo u r th  m on th  o f he ll we a rrived , 35 s trong , to  

occupy a good p o rtio n  o f the  H otel Mediodi'a in M adrid 's fam ous, 

and fam ous ly  busy, Plaza de A tocha; a huge, open sided square 

w hich is the  unassum ing host to  a daily, and n ig h tly  a rray  of the  

c ity 's  noise and beehive industry . From the  ba lconies ove rlook in g  

the  back o f the  ho te l we w ere able to  see one o f the  g rea t 

cu ltu ra l icons o f Spain, th e  Museo de A rte  Reina Sofia, nowadays 

hom e to  P icasso’s Guernica. A sh o rt s tro ll too k  us to  its 

p res tig ious ancestor, th e  Museo del Prado in w hich, Mr 

M cM orrine  had to ld  us in no un ce rta in  te rm s, we w ould  be ab le to  

adm ire  the  b rushstrokes o f the  incom parab le  Francisco Goya. Our 

th iry  one III and IV fo rm ers , a couple  o f w hom  had never be fore 

le ft the  shores o f B lighty, too k  to  these de lig h ts  w ith , in som e 

cases, genu ine  en thusiasm , and in o th e rs  the  so r t o f po lite  

res igna tion  th a t com es o f p len ty  of p rac tice  a t s ittin g  in rows and 

do ing w ha t you 're  to ld .

Flossie Carpenter, ske tchbook in hand and s till fire d  up w ith  

fue l fro m  AEM cM ’s (b rie f) in tro d u c to ry  lec tu re  on the  18th 

ce n tu ry  p recu rso r o f M odern ism , becam e som eth ing  o f a p in tu ra  

negra herself, sw athed in b lack even in the  38o  heat. Max 

S tew art was so m oved at his f irs t s igh t o f P icasso’s d e p ic tion  o f 

the  ho rro rs  o f bom bardm ent th a t he had to  be physica lly  

res tra ined. S cott McDonald, m eanw hile, had set his s igh ts  on 

try in g  to  spend as m uch tim e  as possib le in his namesake's 

gh as tly  em poriu m  a m ere sesame bap’s th ro w  fro m  o u r ho te l. 

O nly the  noble, if  m isunders tood , e ffo rts  o f Senores Shields and 

Kennedy prevented  m uch o f the  com pany fro m  fo llo w in g  S co tt’s 

exam ple. KFC d id n 't ge t m uch o f a look in e ither. The ow ners o f 

m ore  tra d itio n a l tapas bars and sandw ich shops have reason to 

be g ra te fu l fo r  th e ir  v ig ilance.

Still m ore sketchbooks made the rounds o f Toledo's splendid 

cathedral precinct, one o f the m ajor venues of ou r firs t tr ip  outside 

the bounds o f Felipe el Prudente's favoured city. History, architecture, 

relig ion and shops w ith  some seriously chilled water.What m ore could 

any cultura l tou ris t want? And, fo r a good few hours, the  III and IV 

Form were dangerously cultura l- jus t ask Roddy Walker about the 

genuine Peninsular War scale model o f of a siege-engine tab le lighter 

tha t he bought. Dona Sefiora Hunter shepherded the troops expertly 

through a gargantuan array of Spain's artis tic  and architectu ra l 

treasures- and all th is in a single afternoon.

The need to  speak som ebody else's language w h ils t s tay ing 

in th e ir  coun try , n a tu ra lly  enough, a ffe c ts  d iffe re n t people in 

d iffe re n t ways. K erry  Faucett-Reid lost no tim e  in g e ttin g  to  grips 

w ith  the  kind o f s tre e t ba rga in ing  tech n igue  regu ired  fo r 

spending you r pa ren ts ' ha rd-earned cash on the  so rt o f un igue ly  

H ispanic p roduc t w hich, oddly, looks like the  sam e sh o rt s tr ip  o f

Madrid
Tres meses de inv ie rno

Y nueve de in fe rno  

refran madrileno.

co lou red  m a te ria l you cou ld  ge t on O xford S tree t for, adm itted ly , 

m ore money. Sellers o f dodgy CDs, David Beckham  cross-dressing 

item s, and asso rted  ju n k  w ho w ere encam ped a round the  edges 

o f the  Plaza be trayed no specia l en thus iasm  when ou r ba tta lions  

engaged the m  a rm ed w ith  Pesetas, bu t in th e ir  hea rts  g lee m ust 

have been ram pan t. Social d iv is ions are no less s tr ik in g  in M adrid 

tha n  is the  case in any large cap ita l a round the  globe, and 

perhaps the  m ore  so since th e  s tre e t-ve ndo rs  were, a lm ost to  a 

man, A fricans. There w ere un doub ted ly  d ispa tches in Freetown 

once th e  S tra th  III and IV Form had been rou ted  in the  fie ld .

Espana es d ife ren te , as th e  1970s to u ris t-b o a rd  posters 

re g u la r ly  p roc la im ed, and th e re  is tru th , even in these taw d ry  

th ings. M adrid, in a d d ition  to  be ing a c ity  o f v ib ra n t industry , 

resource and inven tion  is s till the  guard ian  o f its  long h is to ry  of 

ba rbarous and b loody co n flic t, e ffe te  ye t b lo o d th irs ty  m onarchs 

and th e  cus to m ary  panop ly o f ove rpow ering  neo-classica l 

a rch itec tu re . Much o f th is  last go t a ve ry  hea lthy  ou tin g  on ou r 

f irs t eve n ing ’s open-topped  bus tr ip  a round the  flo o d lit high 

po in ts  o f th e  city. It cou ld have been the  w arm  breeze, o r possib ly 

the  son e t lum ie re  p rov ided by the  to u r com pany and the  

m un ic ipa lidad  in concert, bu t I like to  th in k  th a t it was the  sheer 

im pact o f n ig h t-tim e  M adrid w hich made a lo t o f the  kids ask fo r 

a repeat pe rfo rm ance .

The bus-tour, however, cam e o ff a poor loser to  the  p rospect 

o f a fina l evening 's v is it to  M adrid 's fun  park. A ll you needed to  

tu rn  Katie  Lyburn  fro m  a h e liu m -filled  en thus ias t in to  som eone 

co n tem p la ting  end ing  it all was to  w h ispe r the  words, "R igh t 

th a t ’s the  them e park t r ip  cancelled.”  O nly the  de te rm in e d ly  

h igh -brow ed Jam ie  Pender was ab le to  resist the  satanic 

te m p ta tio n  and th is  on ly  by in v itin g  Mrs S um m ersg ill to  sam ple 

th e  dubious fa re  o f a Spanish pizza parlour.

Untoward inc idents were few. The ch ildren, whisked away and 

dropped in to  the  steam ing cau ld ron o f Europe's h ighest cap ita l, 

conducted  them selves, on the  whole, im peccably and, despite 

ETA's best e ffo rts , we counted  them  ou t and we counted them  all 

back in again. If ju s t one person cam e away w ith  the  im pression 

th a t the re 's  m ore to  Gerald Brenan's, Laurie  Lee's and Ian G ibson’s 

adopted co u n try  than  cheap beer, sunshine and the  d reary 

posturings o f Eye-Beef-Ah, then  the  whole  th in g  was w orthw h ile .
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Frejus

V iv e  L a  F ra n c e . V iv e  la m e r  M e d ite r r a n e e

As we flew  ove r Nice in g lo rious  sunshine w ith  the  sea a 

spa rk ling  b lue I rea lised the  fu ll m eaning o f "La  Cote d ’A zu r". 

S ixteen th ird  yea r pupils, M arie -Laure  and I w ere ab ou t to  spend 

a week in th e  South o f France, in g lo rious  w ea the r as it  tu rned  

ou t, and I co u ld n 't be lieve m y luck. Oh, th e y  said it  w o u ld n 't be 

m uch o f a ho liday. It would  on ly  be hard w ork  etc. Well, I can on ly  

say th e y  w ere w rong. P robab ly a com b ina tio n  o f M a rie -Laure ’s 

o rgan isa tion  and a te r r if ic  g roup o f pupils m ade fo r  the  best end 

o f sum m er te rm  I have ever experienced.

Day 1 down to  Fr^jus and in the  a fte rn o o n  we w ere on the  beach. 

C asua lty No 1. Despite M arie -Laure ’s p u ttin g  the  fea r of 

God in to  us a ll a b ou t sunburn  Alex knows b e tte r and 

instead o f Pomm es Frites it  was Alex Frit. A t least he 

m anaged to  cause a sh o rtag e  o f choco la te  ices on the  

Frejus sea fro n t because he w en t down. In the  evening we 

had the  f irs t lesson. Tres d iff ic ile  po u r m oi. (I see what you 
mean, George. Ed.)

Day 2 M inus Alex, we w ere a t the  open-a ir m a rke t in the  m orn ing  

and again a t the  beach in the  a fte rn o o n . By th is  tim e  

C atriona  was look ing  like an "ec rev isse " (a lobs te r fo r the  

u n in itia te d ) bu t m ira cu lou s ly  be trayed no sym ptom s of 

sunstroke . In the  evening we descended upon the  Karaoke 

a t the  cen tre  and bo th  the  g irls  and M arie -Laure  m ade a 

big im pression . The g irls  gave several re nd ition s  

unaccom panied inc lud ing  Frferes Jacques as a round, w h ile  

M a rie-Laure 's  p e rfo rm ance  suggests th a t if the  go ing gets 

tou gh  in the  Language D epa rtm e n t she cou ld always fro n t 

a pop group.

Day 3 Down to  M arine land near A ntibes - K ille r Whales, D olph ins 

and Seals. Fantastique. Enough said. Dans la so iree le 

deuxiem e lesson. Tres d iffic ile .
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Day 4  S hopping fo r  p resents in th e  m o rn ing  -  the  lesson the

prev ious n igh t pays d iv idends -  and in the  a fte rn o o n  dans 

la p iscine u n til the  th u n d e r and ligh tn ing , w hich 

fo r tu n a te ly  o n ly  lasted an ho u r and then  we w ere in again. 

Edward and Shim a bo th  dived like do lph ins  w h ile  Angus 

was cool and Sam and O liv ia w ill m ake the  next Great 

B rita in  synchron ized  sw im m ing team . In the  evening it was 

down to  th e  "L u n a r Parc". C asua lty No. 2 -  K im i a long w ith  

m ost o f th e  o th e rs  decided to  be "shaken and s tir re d "  by a 

g hastly  ride  called the  "P re d a to r” . I can on ly  say it's  the 

cheapest way I've seen o f fr ig h te n in g  the  life  ou t o f 

you rse lf and losing yo u r w a lle t to  boot. Back to  th e  cen tre  

and casua lty  No.3. Shim a has lost her group 's  room  key 

m ais pas de prob lem .

Day 5 M onaco fo r  m o rn ing  tea w ith  P rince R ain ie r (u n fo rtu n a te ly  

he w asn 't in). Then we say the  chang ing  o f the  Palace 

Guard and I can co n firm  th a t M arie -Laure  likes m en in 

un ifo rm . A v is it to  M onte Carlo Casino in the  a fte rn o o n  

proved to  be m ost p ro fita b le  as we d id n 't go in bu t a t least 

we rubbed shou lders w ith  the  w orld 's  chic. Back to  the  

cen tre  pool by te a -tim e  to  let o ff steam  and in the  evening 

we danced the  n ig h t away in the  disco.

Day 6 It was all ove r -  well nearly. There was a bom b scare a t the  

a irp o r t and the n  K it was caugh t try in g  to  sm uggle  his d ir ty  

w ashing th ro u g h  custom s in a b lack bin liner. O bviously 

M onte Carlo ch ic had co m p le te ly  by-passed him . My thanks 

to  M arie -Laure  and the  g roup fo r  m aking it such a 

m em orab le  week and l e f ' s  hope I behaved m yse lf well 

enough to  be inv ited  back next year. GCK



Tr i ps

The Royal College 
of Surgeons

The B io logy dept, to o k  its now annual t r ip  to  Edinburgh 

du ring  the  Easter te rm , to  v is it the  Royal co llege o f Surgeons in 

Edinburgh. A re tire d  surgeon gu ided us a round  the  co llege and 

described the  various fa c ilit ie s  ava ilab le  to  w ould  be surgeons. 

The h is to ry  o f "B a rb e r S urgeons" makes one realise th a t the  

h is to ry  o f su rge ry  is no t all one m igh t expect.

A fte r the  h is to rica l tour, we en tered  the  f irs t o f th re e  

m useum s. In itia lly  we passed th ro u g h  the  exam hall w h ich led to  

the  room  con ta in ing  V ic to ria n  specim ens, m any o f w hich are s till 

used fo r teach ing  purposes. Shelf upon she lf o f ja rs  on tw o  levels, 

inc lud ing  m any acu te  and, in a m odern  con tex t, em o tive  ja rs  

con ta in ing  va rious specim ens o f hum an d isorders  and 

ab norm a lities . This is th e  section  o f the  v is it th a t m any o f the  

pupils look fo rw a rd  to  m ost and w hich, a fte r the  event, p rov ides 

m ost o f the  ta lk ing  po in ts.

The second m useum  takes us fro m  Burke and Hare th ro u g h  

tw o  wars and on to  the  m odern  deve lopm ents  o f anaesthetics, 

cu lm in a ting  in the  new techno log ies  and b rin g ing  us bang up to  

date, w ith  laser and jo in t rep lacem ent surgery. The pupils  also 

get a chance to  t r y  o u t keyhole su rge ry  and are encouraged to  

ask questions and use the  in te ra c tive  equ ipm ent.

We fin ishe d  in the  m useum  o f denta l surgery, w hich takes 

you on an h is to rica l jo u rn e y  th ro u g h  the  deve lopm ent of 

d e n tis try . A t th is  p o in t you re m em b er th a t you fo rg o t to  brush 

yo u r te e th  and s ta r t to  w orry.

We ended the  day w ith  a l it t le  R&R, e ith e r tak in g  in a film , 

show a n d /o r having a re lax ing  meal to g e th e r be fore  re tu rn in g  

hom e to  te ll the  o th e rs  ab ou t w hat we saw in the  jars.

PM V

As we reca lled the  d e scrip tion s  o f p ick led babies and 

m u ta ted  organs fro m  p rev ious V lth  fo rm  b io log is ts , we w ere all 

in tr ig u e d  (and fa ir ly  repu lsed) by ou r upcom ing tr ip  to  the  Royal 

College o f Surgeons in E dinburgh. When we a rrived  we realised 

the  s to ries  w ere a ll t ru e  as we w ere gree ted  w ith  the  s igh t o f row 

upon row  o f p reserved body parts . It was am azing to  d iscover the  

consequences o f incest. There were babies w ith  tw o  heads, 

bound fee t, and ske le tons th a t looked m ore  like those o f sm all 

rodents. A fte r being shown a round the  jars, we w ere gu ided to  a 

room  th a t had eq u ipm e n t rang ing  fro m  th a t o f several cen tu ries  

ago to  the  m ost recent techno logy.

A fte r we le ft the  ha ll we w ent to  an Ita lian  re s tau ran t th a t 

o ffe re d  good food  on the  cheap. We en joyed a re lax ing  meal 

be fo re  heading o ff fo r  som e "fre e  tim e " in Edinburgh . I th in k  I am 

safe in saying everyone had a good tim e  and would  recom m end 

it to  fu tu re  Low er VI b io log is ts .

Susie H ew itt.



S T R A T H A L L I A N  CLUB

President

Hamish S teedm an (F69-76) be lieves he is well qu a lified  to  

take ove r the  re ins as P res ident o f the  S tra tha llian  Club fo r  2001-

2 0 0 2  having a ttende d  th e  School under the  leadersh ip  o f no 

few e r than  th re e  Headm asters (M r Hoare, Mr M cCallum and Mr 

P ighills). His b ro th e r Cam pbell (F 80 ) a lso a ttende d  th e  School, as 

did his la te fa th e r- in -la w  W illie  Brown (1927) th ro u g h  whom  

Ham ish learned som eth ing  o f School life  under the  ca ring  eye of 

the  fo u n d e r H a rry  Riley.

A fte r g radua ting  fro m  S tir ling  U n ive rs ity  w ith  a BA in 

Econom ics and C om pute r Science Ham ish w ent to  Canada fo r 

e igh t years w here he was em ployed in the  head o ffice  o f the  

Royal Bank o f Canada in M ontrea l. Ham ish saw the  irony o f th is, 

as Joh n  C layton w ou ld  v e r ify  th a t French was no t one o f his 

s tro n g e r sub jec ts  a t School. D uring th a t pe riod , however, Ham ish 

a ttende d  McGill U n ive rs ity  and ga ined his Fellowship to  the  

In s t itu te  o f Canadian Bankers. He also m ade the  m ost o f the  

o u td o o r pu rsu its  in Canada, e xp lo iting  the  long w in te rs  to  sa tis fy  

his passion fo r  skiing w h ile  du ring  the  sum m er he was heavily  

invo lved in rugby. He cap ta ined and coached one of the  fo u rte e n  

local f irs t d iv is ion  sides and ga ined re p rese n ta tive  honours 

p lay ing fu ll back fo r  Quebec p rov ince  be tw een 1983 and 1985.

Upon his re tu rn  to  Scotland Hamish jo ined  the  Bank of 

Scotland and se ttled  in Edinburgh. Keen, however, to  develop his 

own business inte rests, he took the  logical progression fo r bankers 

and m oved to  go lf in 1996 accepting the  D irec to rsh ip  o f H eritage 

Golf o f St Andrews Ltd w ho m anu factu re  p layable h ickory  go lf 

clubs. U n fo rtu n a te ly  he has discovered th a t bu ild ing a business 

tends to  have a d e trim e n ta l e ffec t on one ’s handicap. Ham ish also 

holds d irec to rsh ips  o f businesses specia lis ing in e lec tron ic  media 

and co rpo ra te  publica tions. A p a rt fro m  his con tinued in te rests  in 

spo rt, Ham ish is also an e lde r o f the  Church. He is m a rried  to  

Ju d y  and the y  have tw o  ch ildren, A ndrew  (9 ) and Colin (6 ) who 

c u rre n tly  a ttend  the  Edinburgh Academy.

D uring his tenure  Hamish is keen to  see the  Club develop w ith  

m em bers ne tw ork ing  th roug h  m ore active  lines o f com m unica tion . 

Mem bers are urged to  use e-m ail and correspond th roug h  the 

exce llent School w ebsite w w w .stra tha llan .co.uk w here the y  can 

leave th e ir  con tac t de ta ils  and those  o f fe llow  S tra tha llians they 

are aware of. The deve lopm ent o f reg iona l branch a c tiv ity  w ill be 

fu r th e r  encouraged.

THE STRATH ALLIAN 2000-2001

http://www.strathallan.co.uk


C O N T A C T S

Old Strathallian  
Contacts

A u s t r a l i a
Joh n  A M cA rth u r (1970),
25 K issing P oint Rd, Tu rram urra , Sydney NSW 2074.
Tel: (00612) 9 4 4  9 9  930

la in S Gray (1961),
U nit 5 ,19  S uthe rland  Crescent, D arling Point, NSW 2027, Sydney. 
Tel: (0 2 ) 9328 6 0 8 0 ; Fax: (0 2 ) 9327 7697

Gordon Reynolds (1980),
18 L e titia  S tree t, K atoom ba, A ustra lia  2780

S o u t h  A f r i c a
R Gary W alker (1978),
c /o  Spila M arke ting  Services, (S co ttish  P rov ident), 2 Nanlzca, The 
W ater Club, O range Bay, Cape Town

M ichael I M Dawson (1964),
4 5 9  C urrie  Road, Durban 4001

W illiam  B M e lv ille  (1966),
72 C atherine  Road, Fonta inebleau, R andburg 2194

Tom m y R Taylor (1961),
9 Uve Road, K loof, Natal

R ichard H W illiam s (1986),
S cottish  P rov ident, Cape Town.
Tel: (0 0 )  2721 4 3 8 8  114. E-mail: richard@ spila.co.za

Canada
Stephen W Geddes (1987),
315 West Franklin Avenue, #219 M inneapolis, MN 5 5 0 4 4  

Ian D Lewis (1970),
4 2 0  Coach L igh t Bay SW, Calgary, A lbe rta , T3H 1Z2 

Rahul Suri (1983),
Celestica Inc., 12 C oncorde Place 7 th  Floor, Toronto, O ntario .
Tel: 00-386-770-0101; e-m ail: rsuri@ pathcom .com

S i n g a p o r e
P D Russell (1981),
#153-105 M enara Dutal, Jo lan  
51200, M alaysia. Tel: 6251-114

Thom as A K err (1952),

82 Grange Road, Les Colonnades, S ingapore 1024

USA
Joh n  B rough (1956),
9776 H am pton C ourt, Founta in Valley, CA 92708 .
Tel: 001-714-946-9930 (H), 001-714-964-5607

Michael J Dobbie (1983),
(hom e) 1761 C oven try  S tree t, Decatur, Georgia 3 0 0 3 0 .
Tel: 4 0 4  687  8 6 4 2
(w ork) The Coca-Cola Company, One Coca-Cola Plaza, USA 1305C, 
A tlan ta , GA 30301. Tel: (4 0 4 ) 676 24 46 . Fax: (4 0 4 ) 515 1702. 
E-mail: Mdobbie@NA.KO.COM

S cott R Gibb (1990),
4 4 2 5  1/2 Laure l S tree t, New Orleans, LA 70115.
Tel/Fax: 5 0 4  897  1203

R ichard J  Lester (1978),
5 4 5 0  S te rling  Way, Lake Oswego, O regon 97 035  

W alter J  McFarlane (1978),
931 S ha ttuck  Lane, S chaum burg, Illino is  6019. Tel 7 0 8  8 8 5  3367 
(H); 7 0 8  4 2 8  7171 (W)

Fra nee
A ndrew  E llio t (1986),
M oulin Rateau, 8 9 2 6 0  St M a rtin  sur Oreuse.
Tel: 33 + (0 ) 3 8 6 9 7  6 0 9 2

I t a l y
Mrs Fiona M agoni (nee M owat) (1991), Loc. Le Fonti,
5 0 0 2 0  Panzano, Firenze. Tel: 0 5 5  852914

J a p a n
Dr R hett D H arrison  (1988),
C entre  fo r Ecological Research, Kyoto U niversity, K am itanakam i, 
H irano-Cho, Otsu 520-2114, Shiga Japan.
Tel: +81-77-549-8200. Tax: +81-77-549-8201.
E-mail: rhe tt@ eco logy.kyo to-u .ac.jp

New Z e a l a n d
Robin A Taylor (1965),
35 C ham ber S tree t, H avelock N orth , New Zealand

N i g e r i a
R Gary W alker (1978),
c /o  Chevron N igeria  Ltd l, PMB 12825, Lagos.
Tel: 26 0  0 6 0 0  ext 8377 (W) o r ext. 76 49  (H). Fax: 2 6 0  03 95

1-38 S egam but, Kuala Lum pur
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O B I T U A R I E S

Obituaries
A l e x a n d e r  ( E r i c )  M c K e l l a r  Wa t t

Eric cam e to  S tra th a lla n  in 1933. He d is ting u ishe d  h im se lf a t Rugby, C ricke t and Tennis and 

was in th e  1st XV and 1st XI in h is fin a l year. In 1939 he jo in e d  the  A rm y Reserves and was 

com m iss ioned  in to  the  RASC. He saw ac tive  se rv ice  in the  E ighth  A rm y in N o rth  A frica , 

P a lestine and Greece w here  he su ffe re d  severe in ju rie s  w h ich  re s tr ic te d  h im  fo r the  rest o f his 

life . He spent 18 m o n ths  in K ille a rn  H osp ita l re bu ild ing  h is body and lea rn ing  to  walk again. On 

be ing dem obbed he s ta rte d  his ow n m eat m a n u fa c tu rin g  business w h ich  in 1983 a t his re tira l 

was the  la rgest p r iv a te ly  ow ned m ea t m a n u fa c tu rin g  business in th e  UK. His w ell known 

business slogan was "M cK e lle r W att fo r  M eatiness". Aw arded the  OBE in 1983 fo r  business 

services, he was a G ove rno r o f S tra th a lla n .

He is surv ived  by his w ife, tw o  daugh te rs  and a son.

J  H S m ith

D P Be n z i e s  
(N 1 9 7 0 -  1975)

The road acc iden t in May, w hich cost the  life  o f Douglas 

Benzies, had n o th ing  o f th e  n o b ility  o f a tragedy. It was a 

happen ing o f such d e va s ta tin g ly  senseless b a na lity  th a t it 

on ly  serves to  he igh ten  o u r anger and so rrow  a t losing a 

frie n d ; a t the  pain and g r ie f so in d isc r im in a te ly  in flic te d  

upon his fam ily.

A t S tra th  we had an ea rly  look at the  qua lities  and 

cha rac te ris tics  w h ich  de fined  the  man th ro u g h o u t his 4 4  

years. R etiring  to  the  po in t o f shyness he neverthe less had 

the  s tre n g th  o f w ill to  overcom e a p o te n tia lly  d e b ilita ting  

s tam m er; his con fidence grow ing  a ll the  while. A fflic te d  by 

the  co ltish  ga it so o ften  associa ted w ith  those grow ing  ta ll it 

was a d iffe re n t m a tte r when he pu t his skis on - a sty lish  

and e legant p e rfo rm e r he was also a ve ry  e ffec tive  racer 

who capta ined the  Ski C lub on com pe titive  as well as 

a d m in is tra tive  m e rit. There never was a b e tte r Captain of 

Skiing. The abso lu te ly  dependable loya lty  and the  caring 

concern w hich he showed bo th  fo r the  o rgan iza tion  and fo r 

those w ith in  it are tw o  o f the  p rinc ipa l qua lities, w hich w ill 

be recognised by all those who knew Douglas a t any stage 

o f his life.

Skiing, a passion doubtless inhe rited  from  his father, Bob, 

saw Douglas move on the  na tiona l scene from  com pe tito r to  

com petition  organ ize r and thence to  the  "g u ru "  sta tus of 

Technical Delegate - a ro le in w hich it is on ly  possible to  be 

successful if one can convince those w ith  whom  one works

th a t one knows w hat one is ta lk ing  about and th a t one has 

everyone’s best in te rests a t h e a r t ... it  is no t d ifficu lt to  see 

why Douglas was successful.

There w ere o th e r pastim es; ph o tog rap hy  w here the re  

was again ev idence o f in h e rite d  ab ility , and g o lf where, 

lacking th e  raw  ta le n t o f his b ro ther, Frank, he had no t ye t 

m astered e ith e r the  devious sk ills  o f his fa ther.

A fte r leaving S tra th , it  was perhaps p red ic tab le  th a t 

Douglas w ou ld  head v ia  p r in tin g  co llege  in London in to  the  

fa m ily  business, Wm. Culross, in C oupar Angus. In his ea rly  

days w ith  the  f irm  he was o f im m easurab le  he lp and 

su p p o rt to  th e  E d ito r o f the  S tra tha llian  w h ich  was p rin ted  

by Culross bu t w ith  th e  E d ito ria l Board fo r  the  f irs t tim e  

tak in g  on a lo t o f the  p rac tica l w ork: layou t design; pasting 

up rep ro  etc. It was under his in fluence th a t th e  com pany 

too k  a lead in in tro d u c in g  new and advancing tech no log y  

as w itness to  his launch ing  and deve lop ing  the  S tra thm ore  

M elam ine side o f the  business -  check o u t the  tab le  and 

m ouse m ats next t im e  you pass th ro u g h  the  a irp o rts .

A keen, lead ing, o ffice -be a ring  Round Tabler in and 

around B la irgow rie , Douglas was a man fu ll o f en thusiasm  

fo r  life  and a sense o f hu m our to  go w ith  it.

He was a devoted  fa m ily  man -  never did th e  annual 

C hris tm as card fa il to  fe a tu re  R obert and K irsten. That 

th in gs  d id n 't w ork  ou t fo r Douglas and his w ife  L illian  is a 

sadness w hich we all fe lt. To them  and to  a ll the  fam ily  go 

ou r w ishes to  he lp the m  by sharing  th e ir  g r ie f bu t also by 

p rese rv ing  and re lish ing  the  happiest m em ories  o f a fine  

m an and th e  exam ple w h ich  he has set.
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Dona l d  R C r e r a r

Came to  S tra tha llan  in 1939 and le ft in 1941. 

He was a good second row  fo rw a rd  and in 

1940/41 was in the  1st XV. He fo llow ed his 

fa th e r as a den tis t.

P r o f e s s o r  R o b e r t  
Rank i n

P ro fessor Rankin, E m eritus  P rofessor of 

M a them atics  a t G lasgow U n ive rs ity  d ied in 

Ja n u a ry  2001. He was one o f S tra tha llan 's  m ost 

em in en t and long serv ing  G overnors. His 

serv ice  to  the  School w ent cons iderab ly  beyond 

th a t expected o f G lasgow 's e lected 

rep resen ta tive . He too k  a p a rtic u la r ly  keen and 

po s itive  in te re s t in the  deve lopm ent o f the  

S choo l’s C u rricu lum  and Music.

He was a punctilious a ttende r a t G overnors’ 

Meetings, bare ly m issing any. This was also tru e  

o f Concerts and Speech Days. A fte r the  death of 

his beloved w ife  M ary in 1996, his hea lth  began 

to  fail bu t it was typ ica l th a t he a ttended the 

M illennium  Speech Day as a farew ell to  the 

School w hich he had loved so much.

A na tive  o f W ig tow nsh ire , he was educated 

at Fettes and C lare College, Cam bridge, w here 

he becam e a W rangler in 1936. His p rom is ing  

career in Pure M a them atics  was in te rru p te d  by 

WWII, when he jo ine d  the  M in is try  o f Supply to  

w ork  on rockets. The B ritish  gave less p r io r ity  

to  th is  w ork  tha n  did th e ir  Germ an 

co u n te rp a rts  and his th e o ry  on the  m o tion  o f 

the  rocke t d u rin g  the  bu rn ing  phase was kept 

under wraps. A fte r the  war, h is w ork  was 

declass ified  and he produced a paper fo r  the  

Royal S ocie ty  o f London in 1949, whose value

th e  Russians w ere qu ick to  recognise; the y  

pub lished a tra n s la tio n  tw o  years later. On his 

re tu rn  to  C am bridge he produced a va r ie ty  of 

papers. One based on D oro thy  Sayers' "The 

N ine Ta ilo rs", proved using the  th e o ry  o f 

p e rm u ta tio n  th a t ce rta in  peals o f bells w ere 

im possib le, sub jec t to  the  conventiona l 

re s tr ic tio n s  o f change r ing ing . A n o th e r called 

"T he  nu m bering  o f F ionn and Dulhan's men 

and the  s to ry  o f Josephus and the  fo r ty  Jew s" 

was w ritte n  e n tire ly  in Gaelic. The paper was 

la te r review ed by th e  on ly  M a them atic ian  

capable o f read ing it - R. A. Rankin.

A fte r th re e  years as Mason P ro fessor o f 

Pure M a them atics  a t B irm ingham , he m oved to  

G lasgow to  take the  C hair o f the  D epa rtm en t, a 

pos itio n  he held w ith  considerab le  d is tin c tio n  

fo r  26 years. Needless to  say, he was the  

re c ip ien t o f num erous M a them atics  Awards 

and H onours.

His in te res ts , too, w ere w ide. His love o f 

m usic b ro u g h t h im  the  pos itio n  o f the  

un ive rs ity  re p rese n ta tive  on th e  Board o f the  

Royal S co ttish  Academ y o f Music and Drama. 

He played the  c lav icho rd  and assem bled a 

ha rps icho rd . He bu ilt a boa t in his own 

basem ent and had the  w herew itha l to  ex trac t 

it, once com ple ted . As a h ill wa lker his a b ility  to 

leave you nge r co lleagues p u ffin g  in his wake 

was the  s tu ff o f d e p a rtm e n ta l legend.

R obert Rankin was a man o f m assive a b ility  

o f w hich he gave freely.
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S c o t t  T h o m s o n  - M o r r i s o n  ( L 8 9 )

S co tt died on Jun e  9 th  in Brussels. His m ob ile  phone was snatched and 

when he gave chase, one o f the  m uggers tu rn e d  and stabbed him . He died 

fo u r days later.

His life  had been fu ll o f ach ievem ent, c o n tr ib u t io n  and prom ise. A fte r his 

S ix th  fo rm  a t S tra tha llan  he w ent to  G lasgow U n ive rs ity  w here he gradua ted 

in H is to ry  and Economics.

A t U n ive rs ity  he developed a keen in te res t in po litics . He canvassed on 

beha lf o f th e  Tories in a Labour s tro n g h o ld  in the  th e  1992 e lec tion . How ever 

"h is  invo lvem en t in p o litics  was bo rn  ou t o f a desire to  do som eth ing  

w o rth w h ile  and to  make a d iffe ren ce  ra th e r than  any a sp ira tion  to  becom e a 

po litic ia n  h im se lf." His f irs t  fu ll t im e  job  was teach ing  ch ild ren  w ith  serious 

m en ta l d isab ilit ie s  at L inn M oor Residentia l School, ga in ing  a Social Care 

qu a lifica tio n  in his spare tim e.

A fte r 4  years he began a M asters Degree a t S tir lin g  in C om puting  and 

Analysis, w h ich  he com p le ted  in a year. Having com ple ted  his second degree, 

he tra ve lled  w ide ly  in Bangkok, Hong Kong, A ustra lia , New York and Las 

Vegas. In th is  last he fou nd  a way to  o u tw it the  casinos. When gam bling , he 

always pu t down a sing le  ch ip  so th a t he cou ld  have a fre e  d rink . He also 

ga ined sub s tan tia l p leasure fro m  successfu l inves tm en t on the  stock m arke t. 

A t the  sam e tim e  he was un fa ilin g ly  m annerly , ch iva lrous to  the  ladies and a 

tru e  gentlem an.

He w orked fo r  6 m on ths  w ith  th e  A berdeen based o il in d u s try  

accountancy f irm  A ccentu re. He le ft the m  in May to  go on an I.T. Train ing 

Course w ith  Brussels-based com pu te r so ftw a re  f irm  Base 3.

ThVFF & HENDERSOl\
---------------------  EST.1V57----------------------
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
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EXPERIENCE
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GUARANTEE

All types of Electrical Installations
Commercial, Industrial, Domestic, Agricultural 
Rewiring • Prompt repairs • Extensions • Fire alarms 
Security lighting • Electrical testing • Portable appliance testing 
CAT 5 installations • 16th edition testing • Free estimates 
Total Control Heating

+- S e l e c t

Scottish Electrical 
Contractors Association

K D M m

A C E .

PERTH (01738) 626995 ̂ S u p p lies^  FAX
4/1 JEANFIELD ROAD, PERTH PH1 1 PH ^  (01738) 6 2 5 /1 1
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Valete
Fr ee l and

UVI
C hris tie  J: Came 1999

3 Donavourd Farm Steading, P itloch ry , P erthsh ire , PH16 5JS

Combe M J C: Came 1996

A pa rtado  75, V illa  Joyosa, A licante , Spain

H aring ton  A J P: Came 1994

W ester Baldoon, A rdross, Alness, Ross-shire, IV17 OYD 

Hay A P: Came 1994
Raesm ill, Inverke illo r, A rb roa th , Angus, DD11 5SN

Laux J A: Came 1993

4 4  Lygon Road, Edinburgh,

P illa r P W: Came 1999

B irkenrig  26, D -55597 G um bshein, G erm any

S inc la ir N 0 , Came: 1994
Flat 1, 75 H olland Park, London W11 3SL

S proat C W M :  Came 1996

S tra thm ore , A be rc rom b y Road, Castle Douglas, D um fries, DG7 1BA

W righ t C D: Came 1999
Serco-I A L, P 0  Box 144, Manama, Bahrain

Z ite k  J: Came 1999
Libe jice 32, 39111 Plana Nad Luznic i, Czech Republic 

LVI
S trasser F: Came 2001
Rehhaweg 15, 79100 Freiburg, G erm any

V
R obertson N C E: Came 1995

Creag na S ith, P rince land Road, Coupar Angus, P erth sh ire  PH13 9AP 

W hytock R T: Came 1997

K inna ird  Cottage, K innaird  Farm, Forgandenny, P erth , PH2 9ES

IV
D auriac V: Came 2001 
Au Bourg, Lannepax, 32190

Yao P: Came 2 0 0 0

No 1-2 301 W ukuong Sushe, X isanzhuangjie Xinhuaqu, Shijazhuang City, Hebei Prov 050071, PR China 

G rosskreu tz V: Came 2 0 0 0

D uesse ldorfe rstrasse  110, 4 0 5 4 5  D usseldorf, G erm any 

Hueck C W: Came 2 0 0 0

Ind ustries trasse  9, D -59387 A scheberg, G erm any
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N i c o l
UVI
A itkenhead E R: Came 1996
37/3 Cavalry Park Drive, E dinburgh EH15 30G

C hisholm  F W: Came 1996

4 0  N o rth  Covesea Terrace, Lossiem outh , Moray, IV31 6LX 

G ardner A: Came 1996
18 G urney S tree t, S tonehaven, A berdeensh ire  AB39 2EB 

K lein A B: Came 1999
D allerw eg 7, 84347, P fa rrk irchen , G erm any

Lane 0  A I: Came 1995
M agicwell House, Balm ullo , Fife KY16 OAN

M axwell F J: Came 1998
C ra ig royston  House, 2 Lower O akfie ld, P itloch ry , P e rth sh ire  PH16 5H 0  

P e rre tt D H: Came 1996
UZ-MS ZADCO, PO B 0 X 4 6 8 0 8 , ABU DHABI, U nited A rab Em irates 

Riach J: Came 1997
22 K inord Drive, Aboyne, A berdeensh ire  A B 34 5JZ  

Speirs A G M: Came 1995
870  Rue des V ertes Campagnes, 01170 GEX, France 

Stevenson R: Came 1994

P etro leum  D evelopm ent Oman LLC, Dept TKW, PO Box 81 Muscat, Postal Code 113, S u ltana te  o f Oman

W ardm an C E: Came 1999
Craigshall, A uchenca irn , Castle Douglas DG7 10Y

W illiam son C E: Came 1995
Manse o f A berda lg ie , P e rth sh ire  PH2 0 0 D

LVI
Booth T M: Came1994

6 6 b  C ornh ill Road, A berdeen AB25 2EH

Ford M: Came 2001
PO Box 92, Sam ford, Q ueensland, A ustra lia  4 5 2 0

V
M a rtin  A D J : Came1998 
24 Lauder Crescent, P erth  PHI 1SU

Stew art A W: Came 1995
61A C ote fie ld  Drive, Le igh ton  Buzzard, B ed fo rdsh ire  LU7 8DN

III
MacFadyen I A: Came 1999

c/o  C om m onw ealth  W ar Graves C om m ission, 14 Rue Hassen Ibn Noom ane, 1002 Tunis, Tunisia
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Valete
Rut hven

UVI
Allan H D M: Came 1996
C astlandh ill Farm, Rosyth, Fife, KY11 2UX

C ourt L V: Came1993
Freeland House, S tra tha llan  School, Forgandenny, P erth sh ire  PH2 9EG

Falconer A J: Came 1996
H illcrest, 6  B rom pton  Terrace, Perth , PH2 7DH

Ferguson, L M W: Came 1994
Shell Gabon - BSM, Expat Mail Shell Centre, London SE1 7NA 

Garden R J: Came 1996
The Royal Bank of Scotland PLC, 6 B a tte ry  Road 27-01, S ingapore 0 4 9 9 0 9 , S ingapore

G irvan R A W :  Came 1999
Blairovan, 2 Irv ine  Terrace, P itlo ch ry  PH16 5HW

Lith gow  B: Came 1997
Vulcan Cottage, S ta tion  Brae, A boyne A B 34 5HU 

M cDougall J: Came 1994
c/o UNTSO HO, PO Box 49 0 , Je rusa lem  91004, Israel 

M c llw ra ith  N J: Came 1993
Threeways, 77a Main S tree t, B a llantrae, A yrsh ire  KA26 OND 

M cK erracher G D: Came 1997
H a llibu rton  Servs, Ind us tria l A rea 18 P lot 1-9, PO Box 1136, Islam abad, Pakistan 

Mackie F L: Came 1994
Caol lla, W hitegates Road, Lochgilphead, A rgy ll PA31 80S  

Phillips J A: Came 1996
W ellbrae, C lackm arras, By Elgin, M orayshire IV 30 3RJ

Reynolds A M G: Came1996
3 A llow ay Park, A yr KA7 2AW

Soave R N K: Came1996
Lacora, K infauns Castle Gardens, Perth , PH2 7JZ  

S tew art F M S: Came 1994
C raignish Castle, A rd fe rn , By Lochgilphead, A rgy ll PA31 80 S  

S tone J K: Came1994
31 W ychwood Close, C arte rto n , O xford, 0X18 1DL

Troup T G: Came 1996
8 P ortland  Mews, B righ ton , E Sussex BN2

Ri l ey
2
Moyes C P: Came 2 0 0 0
c/o  BP V ie tnam , C hertsey Road B180/108, Sunbury-on-Tham es, M iddlesex UL TW16 7LN 

O 'N eill L P J: Came 2 0 0 0
c/o  The Queens Royal Lancers, Im phal Barracks, O snabruck BFPO 36 

1J
Gillespie S A: Came 2001
7 Parc de la C lem encerie , Rue de la Garderie, 7 8 6 2 0  L'Etang la Ville, Paris, France 

MacDonald C A C: Came 2 0 0 0
OGNL-OGCV, Shell G lobal S o lu tions OGCV, PO Box 541, 2501CM The Hague, The N etherlands 

Medina C astine ira A: Came 2001
c/o  Mrs Pauline H arris, c/o 30  B la ird e rry  Road, S trea tham  Hill, London SW2 4SB
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S i mp s o n
UVI
B alfou r C: Came 1996
C lunie Lodge, Isla Road, Perth , PH2 7HG

Bsteh R S P: Came 2 0 0 0
E dram sbergerstrasse 30, A -4073 W ilhering, A ustria

Duncan J R: Came 1993 
7 H arlaw  Terrace, A berdeen AB15 4YU

Hay H T N: Came 1999
4 5  Main S tree t, St Johns Town o f Dairy, K irkcu d b rig h tsh ire  DG7 3UP

H ickm an A J: Came 1999

H atton  Brae, H atton  Road, Perth , PH2 7DH

Kemp D M: Came1996

c/o  Rohana Yatim, Ward Nurse M a te rn ity  4, Royal H ospita l, PO Box 1331 CPO SEEB, Postcode 111, Oman 

M cK inlay S: Came 1996
11 Rue de B e ttbo rn , L 8 5 5 8  Reichlange, Luxem bourg  

O liphant S A: Came 1996
4 Bernham  Terrace, S tonehaven, A berdeen AB3 2WP 

Parker D: Came 1997
1 Buckie Close, B ridge o f Don, A berdeen AB22 8D J

P ring le  R J  L: Came 1996 
PO Box 25314, Awali, Bahrain

S trin g e r M E: Came 1993
33a Church S tree t, B rou gh ty  Ferry, Dundee DD5 1HB 

Webb R M: Came 1997
9 Burnbrae, M aybury  Drive, Edinburgh , EH12 8UB 

W hiting  N D: Came 1996
10/6 F o rtev io t House, M oredun, Edinburgh , EH17 7JY

V
H enry J A: Came 1999
Transvaal S tree t 3 -2 ,1092  HA A m sterdam , The N etherlands

M cLelland A: Came 1999
PO Box 3 0 9 8 , Dubai, U n ited A rab Em irates

P e trie  D S: Came 1996
Galloway, Manse Road, A bernethy, P erth sh ire  PH2 9JP

Rondot C: Came 2 0 0 0
73 Rue de la Fontaine, 3 4 8 2 0  Assas, France

T h o r n b a n k
UVI
C oaton J R: Came 1994

H ollybush Cottage, M ackerye End, H arpenden, H e rfo rdsh ire  A L5  2DS 

D iana-O liaro A M: Came 1996
Ardc;om os. 9 N orm and Road, Dysart, K irkaldy, Fife KY1 2XJ 

F la tm an S J C: Came 1995

21B West M ontrose S tree t, Helensburgh, A rgy ll and Bute G 84 9PF

Laux A M: Came 1993
4 4  Lygon Road, E dinburgh, EH16 5QA

MacFadyen K S: Came 1999

c/o  C om m onw ea lth  War Graves C om m ission, 14 Rue Hassen Ibn Noom ane, 1002 Tunis, Tunisia
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Manson G: Came 1994

Broadhaven, Shore S tree t, Lossiem ou th , M oray IV31 6PB

Thom pson H F: Came 1996
10 Bucks Close, West B yfleet, S urrey KT14 6RU

W allace L J: Came 1995
Balm aggan, D undrennan, K irkudb righ t, DG6 4 0 P

V
Gdula A L: Came 1995
Shell Egypt DM, Expat Mail, Shell Centre, London SE1 7NA 

Giles R L: Came 2 0 0 0
28 C halton Road, B ridge o f A llan, S tirling , FK9 4DX

IV
Korsik E: Came 2001
c/o  N ata lia  Fomina, The B ritish  Council Moscow, c/o Mailing Section, 10 Spring Gardens, London, SW1A 2BN

Wo o d l a n d s
UVI
B icke rton  L C: Came 1998
5 Old Fold Avenue, M illtim ber, A berdeen, AB1 OJX

Booth A A R :  Came 2 0 0 0
Rose Gables, Corsee Hill, Banchory, A berdeen, AB31 5RH 

Buchan Z V: Came 1995

The Oaks, 22 Queens Hill Drive, Aboyne, A berdeen, A B34 5GD 

Dolan L E: Came 1999
35 A rgy le  Way, Dunblane, P erth sh ire  FK15 9DX

Hayward J A: Came 1994
Grange of A irlie , K irriem u ir, Angus DD8 5NN

H unte r R L M: Came 1994

Tarm achan, West Dron, B ridge o f Earn, P e rth sh ire  PH2 9H J

Langlands L V: Came 1995
26  C arnegie Crescent, A berdeen, AB15 4AE

McCulloch L: Came 1998
B ishop Barn, B raeport, Dunblane, P erth sh ire  FK15 OAT

M itche ll K E: Came 1996
Legars Farm, Kelso, R oxburghshire  TD5 7TN

M orley L R: Came 1994

9 B urnside Road, Inve rgow rie , Dundee, DD2 5JL  

P eattie  C A: Came 1996

S tra thearn , S pringh ill Road, Peebles, EH45 9ER

W anless E M: Came 1993
22 Ochil Gardens, Dunning, P erth sh ire  PH2 OSR

W atson L I: Came 1997
Flat 31B Tower 6, South Horizons, Ap Lei Chau, Hong Kong 

LVI

Kecskes A: Came 2001
Schulstrasse 16a, 9 0 5 3 0  W endelstein, G erm any

V
Duncan A: Came 1998

Ivy Cottage, Newbigging, College Road, M ethven, P erth sh ire  PH1 3RP

III
B arnard I: Came 2 0 0 0

A irlie , U pper Granco S tree t, Dunning, P erth sh ire  PH2 ORX
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