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HEADMASTER'S REPORT

who spenttwo and a half years as a Troop Commander in the
Royal Artillery before deciding on a career in teaching. Her
husband, James, who runs the Scottish Yachting Association will
also be involved in the House and the extra-curricular life of the
School. Rosalind rowed for Oxford and the Army, and the new
Residential Tutor in Thornbank House, Megan Mackie also rowed,
for Scotland, while taking a degree in Geography at the University
of Dundee where she was Vice President of the Sports Union and
was involved in a number of other sporting and musical activities.
A shared interest with the Headmaster is purely coincidental in
each case. Having completed her PGDE at Moray House, Claire
Brownbridge joins the Design Technology Department. Her
degree was in Furniture and Design at the Edinburgh School

of Art. Claire is a keen hockey player who has been involved in
the Duke of Edinburgh's Award Scheme and Young Engineers
Club. Along with Claire the DT department has been able to
welcome Graham Philp, a highly-

experienced technician who

joins us from Perth College. We

are also delighted to welcome

back Jackie Martin to Strathallan

School for the winter term.

She will cover Computing, a

subject which she taught with

distinction here a few years ago.

Uliana Nastashchuk will be with

us for a year from the Ukraine

on the HMC Teacher Exchange

programme and will have a

central responsibility for helping

students whose first language is not English. With the exception
of Graham, the above-mentioned staff all join us at the beginning
of the academic year 2011/12 but unusually this year we will be
joined also by two further members of staff in January. Daniel
Rutherford will become Chaplain, a role which he has fulfilled at
the City of London Freemen’s School for the past fourteen years.
There he is also Head of RE and Head of Year. He is a graduate of
the University of Durham in Theology where he also undertook
a PGCE. He spent seven years in parish work before moving to

a Chaplain's role. He was himself previously a cathedral chorister
and choral scholar. Also at the beginning of the calendar year,
Stuart Robertson will join us from Llandovery College where he
is currently Head of Humanities and a Housemaster. His subject
experience includes Geography, Computing and Business Studies
and he will initially be taking on a largely Computing timetable.

In addition he will have responsibility for Outdoor Education and
the Duke of Edinburgh Award for which he is well gualified. After
a degree in Environmental science at Plymouth and a career in
the Royal Marines where his experience included responsibility for
diving he became ateacher. He also has an MBA and is gualified
in sub-agua, life-saving, mountain leadership, canoeing, yachting
and a variety of other sporting activities. His wife, Lynda, will also
be involved in the CCF.
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he school’sValedictory Service,
always a significantand poignant
iiiiii  occasion, became personally so for
me thisyear, leaving after seven years at
Strathallan to return to parish ministry, as
Rector of Highland Perthshire.

In perhaps
rather different
circumstances,
the blessed
Dumbledore is
reported to have
said: "You will find
that ' will only
truly have left
the school when
none here are loyal to me." And it is true that all of
us, both staff and pupils, leave behind us a legacy
which isthe sum of all that we have been. We take
with us also the gift of unnumbered moments,
meetings, conversations, experiences; Insights and
memories. For these lam profoundly grateful.

The role of Chaplain lies somewhere between that
of Father Confessor and Court Fool; the success
of an incumbency owes much to those who have
engaged the one, and forgiven the other.

We all have had cause to be grateful to those

who have shared in the ministry of Chapel this
year, particularly Mr Fitzsimmons. One especially
memorable event late in the year was the farewell
to Mrs Moira Thomson who not only maintained
the sparkling cleanliness of chapel for many years,
but took a proprietorial interest in all that went on
there; providing, for example, a robin to nest in the
Advent wreath at its annual return.

The address given at Valedictory has remained,
in intention at least, for the last few years
substantively the same; it seems appropriate to
end with atranscript; and an assurance of my
continuing prayers for you all.

“ Many of you leaving today, | have known for the
last seven years. And | remember how, as Iwas
wittering on about my own youth, as clergymen
will, some of you would gently wind me up by
asking what Igot up to when lwas a student.

Did you have hair sir?

-Yes, It was a shoulder-length ginger afro.

Sir, did you ever go clubbing when you were a
student?

Sir, did you ever smoke camel dung?

And | always said to you, because it saved

time, and got me out of awkward corners; 1did
everything.

And whatever that everything constituted, I'm
certainly not going to say to you dont do it. Don't
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make the same mistakes; be creative - make your

own!
And why should you listen to me anyway?

Some of us can only learn by going through bad
experiences. Maybe | was one of them. You see,

as the Buddhists say, actions have consequences.
And if you insist on spending your first year at
university high as a kite and drunk as a skunk, then
you will do what Itried to do, and fail your first year.

You may want to get off with every beautiful
body in sight. And even from the purely physical
perspective, it's not who you sleep with, it's who
you wake up with that's important.

Sometimes it's helps to remember that we're not
just bodies, we're spiritual beings; and somehow
the two can get separated if you just concentrate
on the one of them. From the spiritual perspective,
it's who you dream with that matters.

There will be lots of people anxious to have your
spirit; to save your soul or to kidnap it. And how do
you know which ones are right?

Well, you learned that lesson in the Third Form, as
we studied the words of the great prophet of our
times, Homer Simpson:

"What if we've chosen the wrong religion and
every Sunday we're just making God madder and
madder....?"

Well, By their fruits shall ye know them. The fruit
ofthe spirit is Love, Joy. peace, patience, kindness,
goodness.... you'll know those who's got it when
you see it

And which ones to avoid?

Well, they're pretty much the same in every
religion. Those who are given to absolute dogmatic
certitude; those who are technically known, in all
Christian charity, as Complete Raving Loonies.

There are those in every religion who want to
make so sure they've got a seat in heaven that
they limit the number of tickets sold. They want to
make sure they’re a saved sheep by being able to
point at you and say there goes a damned goat.

Such things come from insecurity.
And insecurity is not a sign of the presence of God.

The opposite danger, of course, is of being so
open-minded that your brains fall out.

Hold to what you know to be good, and set off
exploring; exploring the spiritual you.

Try going to a Church, or a Synagogue, or

a Mosque, or Temple, or even the Sacred
Conventicle of the Unspeakably Smug and
Unbearably Righteous. Brackets Apostolic.

There are lots of reasons for not going to Church.

But consider for a moment some of those reasons,
and apply them to another human activity, such
as Washing.

11was forced to wash as a child.

2 People who make soap are only after your
money.

3 ljust wash on special occasions like Christmas
and Easter.

4 People who wash are hypocrites - they think
they're cleaner than everyone else.

5 There are so many different kinds of soap, | don't
know which one to choose.

6 lused to wash, but it got boring so | stopped

7 None of my friends wash.

8 I can't spare the time to wash.

9 Itried going to the bathroom, but no-one talked
to me, so I've stopped washing.

10 Itried going to the bathroom, but everyone
talked to me, so Ive stopped washing.

111 went to the bathroom once, but I didnt like

music.

12 Iwashed a couple of times, but it didn't make me
feel any different.

13 Igo for a walk in the rain; it's just as good.

14 1l start washing when | get older and dirtier.

Don't give up on exploring; searching for the truth.
However you decide to do it

Searching for truth demands toughness;
recognizing it calls for vulnerability.

The Truth doesnt shout or bully or manipulate us.
We have free will to choose, and then we live with
the consequences.

But because God doesn't shout, it helps to be able
to pick out the still small voice from the hundreds
of others demanding our attention. We recognize
afriend’s voice because we've heard their voice
many times.

And friends will be important. Not least because
there will always be some friend to tell you that
however bad you thought you were... they always

knew you were worse.

And the chances are that that friend will be an old
one, a good one, someone who shared with you
your time here. Who shared with you this part of
your exploring, which is now come to an end. So, in
the words of T.S.Eliot:

..the end of all our exploring

Will be to arrive where we started

And know the place for the first time.

And in all our exploring, we are never left alone;
that iswhy we heard the gospel we did today; for
it is true. Jesus, leaving his friends for the last time,
says to them: remember, | am with you always.

That too, | pray you may have learnt here, and
may take with you today, as we leave Strathallan
School”

RAMTQ



veil before the dust settled atthe end
i oftheacademicyear our thoughts

had turned to the Autumn termand
the major musical events thatdominate it.
Almost from the day the pupils returned
toschool, we had booked eight significant
performances before the Christmas vacation,
four of which occurred in the first five weeks!

Building on their success of the previous year,
and on their work as part of the Gordon Duncan
Experience over the Summer, some of the
senior members of Folk group were invited to
provide music for the Independent Schools
Career Organisation Scottish Conference at the
Westerwood Hotel near Cumbernauld. Anna
Olafsson, Christina Stephenson, Kirsty Glasgow
and Clare Sterritt demonstrated their performing
flair and charisma to a genuinely appreciative
audience in a half-hour set that unquestionably
left the conference members wanting more.

The first internal concert of the year was the

Music Scholars' recital. As well as providing
entertainment, this is an opportunity for us to hear
the progress of the Scholars and to be a measure
for their future development. With the breadth of
works on offer deftly executed by our scholars, |
need not have worried.

One of the highlights of the year for the Chamber
Choir occurs in the autumn term. However, by
rights it shouldn't be an expected highlight. The
weekend tour to Royal Deeside to perform for
HM The Queen, the Duke of Edinburgh and other
members of the Royal Family is, unsurprisingly,
an invitational event that has strangely become a
Chamber Choir tradition, not least because of the
quality of the choir’s performances. Again, they
did not disappoint. Our immense thanks go to our
wonderful hosts. Rev and Mrs McKenzie for their
tremendous hospitality.

As well as being used for our own internal
concerts, the Music Room is popular for a range
of different events. And so it was that, just before
half-term, the charity Music in Hospitals held a
fund-raising concert there. As part of the evening’s
entertainment the Chamber Choir had been
invited to perform Bob Chilcott’s arrangement of
Ev'ry time | feel the spirit alongside a professional
trio, Trio Burnsteeg. A packed audience were
effusive in their praise of the young singers,

and one member of the hosting Prefect body
was even overheard saying that they had 'even
thought of joining Chamber Choir’ after that

performance!

Of course, one of the biggest musical events
of the year normally takes place swiftly after

half-term, and this year the Musical Showcase in
Perth Concert Hall fell on Remembrance Sunday
As a consequence, the general theme chosen for
the concert was one of remembrance. Without
wishing to steal the thunder of the review that
appears later in the Strathallian, | have to say that
Iwas immensely grateful and proud of all of the
musicians for their performances that night.

Many of the pupils in the various Choirs will often
comment (far too early in the term for my liking)
that Christmas is their favourite musical time.

And with this winter’s extraordinary snowfall you
can imagine how enthusiastically the combined
Choirs tackled the learning of carols for our three
carol services, Carols in the City, and our own two
senior Carol Services. These services are a mixture
of traditional and contemporary readings, poetry
and carols, and help to send the community

off into the Festive season. This year was no
exception, with Carols including Ofthe Father's
heart begotten. John Rutter's What sweeter music
shall we bring and Nativity Carol. Adolphe Adam’s
O Holy night, as well as 0 come all ye faithful in
Latin.

However, in addition to these more traditional
offerings, the Chamber Choir had the exciting
honour of being invited to perform at the wedding
of Strathallian Christina Breaden and William
Larkin in St Mary’s Episcopal Church, Broughty
Ferry. With the snows that had fallen in the weeks
preceding, it was a truly magical winter wedding;
we wish them both every happiness for their
future together.

For the Choral Scholars, their Christmas Festivities
continued with the Christmas stay-ons. As well

as performing a carol service, for Midnight Mass
and Christmas Day, and enjoying the various
dining treats on offer, this year the Scholars were
delighted to be invited to Carol-Sing on the wards
of Perth Royal Infirmary. They found it profoundly
moving to bring smiles and laughter to the
patients who would be spending Christmas in the
hospital, and hope to repeat this in 2011.

With the New Year came new events alongside
some of our more traditional offerings for the
Spring Term. Early on, the Choral Scholars were
invited to sing Choral Evensong in Kinross Parish
Church. However, the most radical change for the
school came in the form of the biggest musical
event in the school’s calendar, the House Music
Competition. For many, this musical 'battle’ is the
best musical event of the year. By being held on
the evening before half-term, with professional
lighting and sound amplification adding to

the drama of the event, this was no exception.
Historically, adjudications for the spoils have
often provoked fierce debate amongst pupils,
House staff and parents alike. This year proved
no different, and congratulations should duly go
to Glenbrae House on their inaugural victory as

overall winner.

Although the second half of the term is normally
given over to rehearsals for the Senior Production,
there was just time to sneak in two other events.
For the Choral Scholars, there was an opportunity
to take part in a Diocesan Choral Day, where choir
members from across Perthshire were invited

to join the Scholars and members of St Ninian's
Cathedral Choir to sing Evensong. With repertoire
including Wood’s Magnificat & Nunc Dimittis in
B> No. 2, Howells’s Like as the hart and Womble's
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SENIOR MUSIC

own Preces & Responses the day proved to be a
tremendous success.

In addition to this, Sixth Formers Marcus Adams,
Ciara Elwis, and Hannah Johnstone were invited
to take part in a charity concert for Hope

and Homes for Children at Hopetoun House,
organised by Strathallan singing teacher Ms
Heather Boyd. The programme featured several
professional musicians alongside our pupils, and
all were reunited with former Strathallan Director
of Music, Neil Metcalfe, who was the accompanist
for the evening. A grateful audience of over two
hundred thoroughly enjoyed the musicians'
performance, with over £5000 being raised for
the charity.

The final performances of term were reserved for
this year's superb Senior Production, Walt Disney's
Beauty & the Beast. With a wonderful leading
cast supported by a band comprising pupils and
professionals, the show provoked some high
praise, with several audience members declaring
that they had 'forgotten it was a School show' and
that they thought the 'band was a recording'!

The Easter holidays provide welcome rest (and
time for revision); however, they felt tremendously
short. This was because, extraordinarily, the
beginning of the Summer term fell in the middle
of Holy Week. The Choral Scholars' first service,
the Maundy Thursday vigil, occurred on the first
night back. On Good Friday, not only did the
Scholars perform a service of meditation in the
morning, but the combined Chapel & Chamber
Choirs marked the occasion with a performance
of Faure's Requiem in Strathallan Chapel in

the evening. The festival culminated on Easter
Sunday, with the Scholars performing Stanford's
great Easter Anthem Ye Choirs of new Jerusalem
in St Ninian's Cathedral.

All pupils' attention is rapidly focussed on exams
inthe Summer term, and for the A-level music
students, this means their examined Public
Recital. For the A2 candidates, Marcus Adams
and Ciara Elwis, they had to give a 12-15 minute
balanced recital, whilst the AS candidates, in
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this case Andrew Blair, Hannah Johnstone, Ellie
Kemp and Steven Segaud, had to perform a
programme lasting 5-6 minutes. With works
including Guilmant's Morceau Symphonique

for Trombone, Max Bruch's Romance for solo
Viola, and Mouquet’s Pan et les Bergers for Flute
the standard was phenomenally high from all
candidates, and the audience were genuinely
treated to a concert of outstanding quality.
Needless to say, all the candidates were ultimately
awarded A*s for their performances.

Equally, because of all the hard work that
examination candidates put in to producing their
composition portfolio, the Composers' Concert
showcases a small fraction of the work that is
done across the school. Both Ciara Elwis's A2
submission, The Music Box for flute and piano
and Murdo Elwis's GCSE submission, String
Quartet, wowed the assembled audience, as did
Andrew Blair's AS submission Midnight Adventure
and Ryan Hornby's dance-inspired arrangement
of Mozart's great Symphony No. 40 in G minor.

The year always ends with the Headmaster’s
Music in the Chapel. This year, the concert was
organised and compered by Sixth Formers
Hannah Johnstone and Steven Segaud, in order
to raise money for two designated charities,
Macmillan Cancer Support and the British Heart
Foundation. Alongside works that had been
performed earlier in the term to a more select
audience, freshly-heard works included the
Choral Scholars' rendition of Elgar’s The spirit
ofthe Lord, Chamber Choir's performance of
Eric Whitacre's Sleep, Mhairi Bannerman and
Eilidh Gibson's performance of the Andante from
Mendelssohn's Konzertstuck No. 1in F minor
and String Ensemble's performance of the Finale
from Holst's St Paul's Suite. And in maintaining
the theme of the term, although the concert,
characteristically, officially ended with Big Band
and Hannah Johnstone's fantastic performance of
Have you met Miss Jones, in a break with tradition
the closing honours fell to Riley Choir with their
mash-up of All you need is Love Actually for the

encore.

Our successes have not just been measured by
our concert performances. Inthe Perth Festival
of the Arts our pupils came away with a record
haul of class-winning certificates and trophies.
Particular congratulations go to Ciara Elwis,
Kirsty Glasgow, Andrew Burns, Oscar Mansfield
and Fergus Brown for their successes with
silverware. In instrumental and music theatre
examinations, our pupils achieved a 100% pass
rate, with 74% achieving a merit or distinction.
Particular congratulations go to Marcus Adams,
Hannah Cox and Ciara Elwis for obtaining their
DipLCM diplomas in Music Theatre. At a national
level, Steven Segaud was appointed as co-
principal Viola with the National Youth Orchestra
of Scotland, Ellie Kemp was invited to sing with
the National Youth Choir of Scotland Chamber
Choir, and both Ellie and Hannah Johnstone were
successful in becoming members of the Nationa
Youth Choir of Great Britain.

Of course, none of the pupils’ successes would
happen without the support of their instrumental
tutors and parents. Thanks must go to Neil
Hamilton, Carole Sim-Sayce and Cameron
Drummond, along with all of the instrumental
tutors, for their hard work in preparing the pupils
for their numerous performances throughout the
year. And to all of the pupils who have contributed
to the musical life of the school over the past 12
months, our most heartfelt thanks go to you for
your efforts. On behalf of the department, Iwould
like to thank our Upper VI leavers, particularly
Marcus Adams, Rosie Beetschen, Josiah Bircham,
Hannah Cox, Ciara Elwis, Tom Esparon, Benedikt
Fundulus, Hannah Grant, Sophie Howell, Freddie
Hunter, Alice Inglis, Fiona Johnston, Jonathan
Keddie, Anna Olafsson and Christina Stephenson,
for their contributions over their entire time

at Strathallan. We wish them all the best for

the future, and look forward to the remaining

musicians assuming their mantle in 2011-12.
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GIRLS' HOCKEY

down under during the schools
summer tour to Australia, moral
and expectationswere high.

The team were a mix of youth and
experience which proved to be a
recipe for success.

The season started well with
victories over Robert Gordon's,
Queen Victoria School, Morrisons's
Academy and St Georges. We came
up against stiffer competition when
we faced Mary Erskine School,
Fettes College and George Watson's
College going down in all of these
matches.

The highlights of the season

were victories over Glenalmond
and Doallar, winning both of

these matches 1-0. These results
capsulated the hard work and effort
put in by all of the players.

We finished the season having
played 9 matches, fewer than
previous years due to the weather,
recording 6 wins and 3 loses, a
record we are very proud of.

Special thanks go to captain Fiona
Johnston for leading the team

so well both on and off the pitch.
Thanks to all of the players and good
luck to the future 2nd Xl teams.

LC

3rd X1/74th XI
& 5th Xls

illRPiiii:. ue tothe adverse
11'weather many of the
and 5th Xlswere cancelled. The
3rd Xl played 5and highlights
were the 2 -0 defeat against St
Georges and the 1-1 draw with
Glenalmond. New recruitDr
Blackie thoroughly enjoyed
workingwith the squad. The
4th Xl reached apeak inthe
Glenalmond matchwhen they
won 5-3 and the 5th XI managed
toget2matches thisyear.
Thanks to Mr Gardner and Mr
Batterham for taking the training
for the 4th Xl and 5th XI.
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U15Girls

twas aseason thaton the
HI' whole saw many good
iilllperformances and an
abundance of goals scored, but
unfortunately as momentum
was gained, itwas curtailed by
theearly snowfall.

There were good wins against the
High School of Dundee, Robert
Gordon's College, Gordonstoun,
Kilgraston, St Leonard's, St George's
and Glenalmond. In the ten matches
played, seven were won with a goal
aggregate of thirty five scored! Anni
Arthur captained the team with
great enthusiasm and leadership,
competitive no matter what the
occasion, and tireless in both her own
and the expected efforts of those
around her. The Ul5team performed
well at the district tournament and
lost narrowly in the final.

Itwas a good effort from the

entire squad that represented

the team throughout the season,
albeit shortened by the inclement
weather. The depth of talent and
ability this team carries forward, will
undoubtedly strengthen the future
of hockey here at the School for the
next few years.

GSRR

U14Girls
Hockey

csultsare not theonly
1jiifll benchmark thatshould

beusedtomeasure a
season -true they are important,
but often they do not reflecton
how ateam has and will develop
over time. What was evident
by the end of the season, which
came earlier than expected due
to theweather, was precisely that
they enjoyed playing hockey not
only for themselves, but for one
another.

Bringing together new players to
form ateam is often a matter of

trial and error. How best do you
accommodate eight players who
only want to score goals with no-one
wanting to play in defence?

The drawing board came out and
slowly but surely players began to
realise the virtues of their skills and
where best on the pitch to exercise
them.

Representative Hockey

Well done to the following girls who were selected to represent Midland

District throughout the season

Outdoor
Midland U15 Christina Farrar Captain
Nina Mearns
Midland U16 Laura Glasgow
Rachael Campbell
Anni Arthur
Midland U18 Hannah Cox
Ciara Elwis
Eugenia Ramos
Indoor
Midland U15 Christina Farrar

Emily Barnes
Scotland U18 Team

Scotland U16 & UK School Games

Anni Arthur

Lucy Coleman
Christina Farrar

Nicki Cochrane
Philippa Orr
Mhairi Bannerman

Anni Arthur

Nicki Cochrane

Laura Glasgow

Well done to Nicki Cochrane who was No 1GK for Scotland at the

European Championships in Utrecht in July Laura Glasgow was selected to
play for Scotland U16 at the UK School Games.

Captains - CiaraElwis &PhilippaOrr

There were highlights to the season:
wins against Robert Gordon’s,
Gordonstoun, Queen Victoria and St
Leonard’s Schools, and in those that
we lost we were only truly outplayed
by George Watson's College.

Iwould like to thank Eliza Younger
for dutifully captaining the side, and
to all those that represented the
team, for their efforts and enthusiasm
throughout the term.

I look forward to the continued
development with this squad

next year. Although there will

be challenges, we should be
confident that with the same level
of commitment, willingness to learn
and team spirit, their efforts will pay
dividends.

GSRR

Riley Girls’

ileygirls had avery

successful season.

Therewere many
highlights throughout the
season, most notable was the
U13 A teamwinning the Fettes
Tournament. Thegirls finished
top of their pool undefeated,
beating Ardveck and Edinburgh
Academy after a nervy first
match draw against Heriot’s. The
semi-final was against George
Watson’s College and atfull time
itwas J-1which meant the match

wouldbe decided on penalty
strokes. In the final we faced

the host team Fettes and won

1-0. Thistournament has been
running for many yearsand
some of the top schools and prep
schools in Scotland enter and
thisisthefirsttime Riley have

won.

Winning the tournament was an
excellent achievement for not only
the team but the whole of Riley
Hockey. The U13 A team continued to
have a successful season remaining
undefeated. The Ul3team were not
the only success of the year, the ULl
team also performed well recording
victories in all their matches.

On an individual note,
congratulations go to Nina Mearns
who was selected to play for the
Midlands U15 squad at the Inter
District tournament.

Throughout the year there were
many matches played and a lot of
development took place. The girls

all really enjoyed themselves and
their skill level and understanding of
the game have improved greatly. |
look forward to seeing them develop
further next year.

LC






SWIM TEAM

15/16 200 Individual Medley:
Sandie Smillie

17/19200 backstroke:

James Pak

17/192001IM & 100 backstroke:
Joe Lipworth

13/14100fly & 200 IM:

Duncan Scott

Silver medals
13/14Boys relay:

Duncan Scott, Mark McGuire, Alex
Thoms and Louis Reid

15/16100 br:

Sandie Smillie

17/19200 backstroke

& 100 freestyle:

Maggie Luck

17/19100 freestyle:
Rhu Watson

17/19100 backstroke:

James Pak

Bronze medals

12 & under Boys relay:

Ryan Curtis, lan Macey, Thomas
Holloway and Murray Ritchie
13/14100 breastroke:

Julia Leng

17/19100 freestyle:
Nick Walker

The majority of swims at this event
were personal best times and it is
encouraging to see the range of
ages strokes and distances that the
swimmers are excelling in. Swimmers
who also took part and in some
cases made finals were:

Calumn Twaddle, Charlie Mearns,
Jordan Curtis, Callum Fletcher,
Lauren Dundee, Imogen Robertson-
Barnett, Phoebe Clements, Caitlin
Donald, Nicole Skinner, Abbey
McGrath and Nina Mearns.

Congratulations to all swimmers
who took part; they were a credit to
Strathallan.

Endofanera

Scottish Schools
SwimmingFinals

Following all the regional heats

in Dundee, 8 swimmers from
Strathallan qualified to swim at

the National School finals held at
Tollcross, Glasgow. Joe Lipworth won
Strathallan's only medal in the 17/19
200 Individual Medley. Others who
qualified were Abigail Evans, Eilidh
Gibson, Sandie Smillie, Julia Leng,
Maggie Luck and Connor MacNeil.
Duncan Scott also qualified but had
to withdraw due to illness.

Scottish
SchoolsRelay
Championships
2011

Despite a number of our top
swimmers being in the middle

of external exams Strathallan

still managed to enter a number

of teams in the National Relay
Championships at Tollcross in June.
The swimmers did very well in all
the events and although there were
no medals won the swimmers all
recorded a number of personal best
times.

Scottish Nationals
Age-Group
Championships
2010

Four Strathallan swimmers took

part in the Scottish National Age-
Group Swimming Championships

at Tollcross, Glasgow from the 7th

- 10th April. Duncan Scott had an
outstanding meet swimming nine
personal besttimes and winning
Gold in 400 IM. Bronze in 100 fly and
finishing in the top eight swimmers
in another six events. Sandie Smillie

2011saw the final year of Strathallan for Swim Team Captain Joe

Lipworth. Joe hasbeen an invaluable member of the swim team since

joining Strathallan in 2nd Form and has represented the school locally,

nationally and internationally throughout his school career. This

culminated in Joe’sbeing offered a full swimming Scholarship to George

Washington University. A well deserved opportunity and afirstfor a

Strathallan pupil. Well done, Joe. Personally I would like to congratulate

the swimmers on another successful year and thank Joe for his help as

Captain and Maggie Luck as Vice Captain.

Elaine Johnston
Swim Team Coach
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continued to show improvement
swimming in seven events, recording
personal best times in all her events.
Joe Lipworth won a bronze in the
200 IM and finished in the top eight
in all his other events. Abigail Evans
also competed and swam very well.

Riley Swimming

Riley swim team returned to
Kilgraston for their annual invitational
prep school gala. The U 13 girls

won the trophy this year for best
performance and the ULl Girls
finished second.

UuU Girls
Sarah Clayton

U13Girls
Amber Garvie
Lauren Dundee Imogen
Robertson-Barnet
Phoebe Clements Caitlin Donald

Carrie Mak Nicole Skinner

Riley also had an inter-school match
against Craigclowan and once again
finished with an outstanding victory.
Well done, Riley. The number of
swimmers in Riley this year was so
high that Thursday training sessions
had to be split in to two groups. The
swimmers remained committed

for the whole year which was great
and results of their hard work were
evident in the competitions they
took part in.

Inter-House
Competitions

Swimming Standards
2010/2011

Swimming standards this year saw
a complete turnaround for one
House in particular, having finished
in last position for the past number
of years, SIMPSON won the house
standards with a score of 338. The
final results were as follows:

1st Simpson 338
2nd Ruthven 328
3rd Nicol 322
4th Thornbank 294
5th Woodlands 252
6th Glenbrae 221

Inter-House
SwimmingGala
2010

As always the Inter-House Gala
always provides very close and
interesting races. As the general
standard of swimming at Strathallan
has risen this event becomes more
intense and competitive. This year 14
new records were set and the final
placings were:

Girls’Championship

1st Woodlands 74
2nd Glenbrae 50
3rd Thornbank 47

Boys’Championship

1st Simpson 66
2nd Ruthven 50
3rd Nicol 46
4th Freeland 27

Riley Inter-Div Swimming
2011

Once again this year's event was
full of fast competitive swimming
and lots of noisy support. It was an
extremely close competition, with
the final result resting on the last
race of the day.

The results were as follows:

1st Dron 87
2nd Dupplin 86
3rd Balmanno 57
4th Glenearn 55
Otherswimming
events

As well as competing for Strathallan a
number of swimmers also compete
for dubs at local, district and national
level competitons. Special mention
has to go to Duncan Scott who
qualified for the British Age-Group
Championships in Sheffield for the
first time in an individual event.
Duncan was one of the youngest

in his event having only recently
turned 14 but lam sure he will have
gained invaluable experience from
his participation.

Sandie Smillie, Maggie Luck, Abigail
Evans and Connor MacNeil also
represented their various clubs
throughout the year winning a
variety of medals at district level and
above.
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Athletics Records

Girls
I00M
200M
300M
400m
800m
1500m
3000m
HIGH JUMP

LONGJUMP

POLE VAULT

TRIPLE JUMP
SHOTPUTT

DISCUS
JAVELIN
4X100m Relay

4X400m Relay

Age Record
J 1300
S 212

J 673
S 520
J 4230
S 472

J 6366
S 60.00
J 2262
S 2152
J 5140
s 5610
J 10592
S N8
J 150

s 1%

J 4.49

s 4.64

J 240

S 2.60

J 780

J 1023
S 949

J 25.75

s 26.60
J 26.46
s 2752

J 5373
s 52.63

J 43748
S 4.32.36

Holder

K Streule

Alison Edmunds
Lauren Giles
Alison Edmunds
Katie Fleming
Katie Fleming
Lauren Giles
Sonya Reid
Katie Fleming
Katie Fleming

A Barlow.

C Meiklejohn
Ciara Elwis
Olwyn Jenkins
Amelia Inglis

R Rutherford
Emily Fraser

Anna MacDonald.

Kirsty Hay
Sarah Nicol
Sarah Fleming
Ciara Elwis

T Sang

Alison Edmunds
Yasmine Forbes
Rhona Chapman
Anna Younger
Anna Younger
School Team
School Team
Thornbank
Thornbank

Year

2006

2007

Boys

100M

200M

400m

400m Hurdles

800m

1500m

1500m S’chase
2000m S’chase
2000m S’chase
3000m

3000m S’chase
5000m
HIGH JUMP

LONG JUMP

POLE VAULT

TRIPLEJUMP

SHOT PUTT

DISCUS

JAVELIN

4X100m Relay

4X400m Relay

Age Record
12.00
10.9*
11
24.00
23.20
22.80
56.50
52.50
50.30
64.41
60.80
57.70
2.12.90
2,03.06
155.02
4.32.07
4.14.05
4.09.02
45111
7.00.23
6.37.48
9.28
9.24
10.44.44
1825
163
177
19%
5.55
617
6.52
250

0wz “cnzz~cnzz~cnz 0z

10.68
1129
12.49
12.83
1473
12.90
36.27
42.00
40.26
4981 *
49,81
57.07
50.50
46.60
45.50
4.09.07
3.53.49
34103

0w« Nz ECNnZENZECNZENZENDZENZCNDZCND0ONnZNDZZONOZ

ATHLETICS AND CROSS COUNTRY

Holder

T Ling

Ogiilvie

various athletes
Richard Wallace
T Ling

T Ling

C Cook

Millar

G Roger

Stuart McDonald
Scott McKinlay
Scott McKinlay
C Lawrence

C Lawrence

G Roger

C Lawrence
Roger Bond
Roger Bond
Tom Fleming
Chris Rennison
Tom Fleming
Chris Rennison
Tom Fleming
Tom Fleming
Juraj Sabo!
Holmes
Cuthbertson
Okki Colguhoun
C Lear

Lawson

D Smellie
Callum Nicol

Marcus Adams
Marcus Adams
Gregor Duncan
L Walker

G McKenzie
Callander

S Knox

S Knox

G McKenzie

J McBride

J McBride

J McBride
Ruthven
Simpson
Freeland
Simpson
Simpson
Freeland

* =unverified performances

Year

1978
1970's
1993
1973
1973
1987
1977
1982
2002
1999
2001
1984
1985
1982
1985
1988
1989
2006
2009
2008
2009
2007
2007
2009
1965
1984
1999
1967
1967
1978

2006
2007
2004
1992
1973
1979
1974
1976
1974
1969
1969

1987
1972

1995
1995
1992
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anoeing

hroughout the year the

canoe clubhasgrown

dramatically and with
combined sessionswith Perth
Canoe Club, the pond isabusy
place. During theweek we
regularly getup to sixty children
canoeingon the pond and in the
pool. The ability ranges from
complete beginners who startto
learn thebasic rules of slalom
paddling topeoplewho areinthe
top divisions and on the Scottish
Development Squad.

Recent
developmentof
thepond

Last summer the pond underwent
a massive development scheme
part-funded by a Strathallan parent.
It seemed like a perfect time to
hang slalom gates and construct a
slalom course. Over the past year
with thanks to Colorado Group
construction company, the slalom
course has blossomed with ajetty,
buoys, floodlights and easy-to-use
bearers for adjusting gates. These
are just some of the features which
allow the pond to facilitate such a
successful club. We also have a big
container which stores all twenty
of the club's boats and a shed for
changing and hanging kit up. From
all the canoeists, we would like to
thank the parent who sponsored
the refurbishment of the pond

and the School for supporting our
development with resources such as
the container. Without this support
the success of the canoe club would
not have been possible.
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Results:

Eilidh Gibson
KAYAK:

> Division 1- 1st, 1st, 2nd ,2nd, 4th - Promoted to
Premier

> Junior selection-5th J16

> Pan Celtic home international - 2nd J16 Woman's
Kayak

> 1st J16 Scottish Schools

> Selected into Scottish development squad

> 10th Teen World Cup - Slovenia
Cl:

> Division 2 - 1st, 1st, 1st - Promoted to division 1/premier
> Division 1/prem - 2nd, 3rd

> Pan Celtic home international - 2nd J16 Woman's Cl

> 1st J18 Scottish Schools

Angus Gibson

Cl:

> Division 2 - 1st, 1st, 1st, 2nd, 2nd

> Promoted to division 1

> Pan Celtic home international 2nd J14

> British J14 Champion

> 2nd J14 Scottish Schools

> Selected into Scottish development Squad
> 5th, 5th Teen World Cup - Slovenia

(023

> Pan Celtic home international - 1st Juniors

> Division 2/3 - 1st, 1st

Crawford Niven

> Division 3 - 10th, 8th, 1st - Promoted to division 2
Winner of Simon Fletcher Trophy best div 3 man
Division 2 - 3rd ,4th ,2nd - Promoted to division 1

Fraser Glasgow

> Division 3 results; 1st, 1st, 1st - Promoted to division 2
> Division 2 - 2nd, 2nd

> 2nd J14 Scottish Junior Championships

> 5th J14 in British Junior Championships

> Selected into J14 Regional training squad

Division 3paddlers

> Alex Robertson - 2nd ,3rd , 4th
> Hermes Manos - 13th, 14th

> Oscar Mansfield - 15th, 10th

> David Carswell - after a 2nd in division 4, promoted
to division 3 - 16th, 16th

after a 3rd in division 4, promoted
to division 3 - 18th

after a 4th in division 4, promoted
to division 3 - 11th

after a 2nd in division 4, promoted
to division 3 - 6th

> Gregor Ritchie -

> Orpheas Manos -

> Nicole Skinner -

Division 4 paddlers

> Sandy Fotheringham - 3rd - promoted to division 3
> Kirsty Mack - 2nd - promoted to division 3

> Murray Ritchie - 4th, 6th, 13th

Other division 4 paddlers: lain Robertson, Andrew Adam,
Euan Sutherland

Division 1- 39th
Cl - promoted to division 3

This year we had over 15 people competing
for the School and Club at Scottish Schools
and success for everyone in their own
categories led us to win Best Scottish
School for the second year running.

Over the summer Angus and Eilidh were
selected to be a part of the Scottish Junior
team to travel out to Slovenia to train and
race in the Teen World Cup. It was an
amazing experience and the great rivers,
paddling and sun made up for the 27 hour
drive. In both the races Angus made the J14
semi-final and final and finished 5th J14 CL in
both races. Eilidh did not make the semis in
the first race but managed to in the second,
narrowly missing out in the J16 final by one
place. This left her 10th J16 Kayak. Both had
a great time and the experience will stay
with them forever.

It is amazing to see so many different
people canoeing and achieving great
results. This year alone has seen the canoe
club soar to success and the hope is to get
more and more people enjoying canoeing
and canoe slalom. All of this would not

be here and the canoe club would not be
possible without the voluntary coaches
Jane and Gary Gibson, Paul Kelly and
Richard Rogers. All the paddlers are very
grateful for the time taken out of their busy
schedules to coach canoeing and we thank
you very much.

Eilidh Gibson
Captain, V Form Glenbrae
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Name

Adel
Marcus S
James M
Jonathan G
Ashleed
Rosie L
Josiah JF
JordanJ
Marcus A
Michael E
Charlotte H
EuanA
KeithM
Julian
Andrew W M
CalvinJ
ChunK
Conor
HannahA
Jocelynn |
LisaK
CallumJ
KarlG
CiaraG
Murdo GA
TomC
Ramon
Benedikt
Rosie C
CharlesP M
EuanB
Benjamin J
IndiaA
AnastasiaA
lvan

Hannah K
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Surname
Abdo
Adams
Addison-Scott
Bain
Barnett
Beetschen
Bircham
Black
Black
Brodie
Brown
Brown
Buchan
Buck
Burns
Cameron
Chan
Coleman
Cox

Craw Harley
Crossan
Davidson
Drouven
Elwis
Elwis
Esparon
Forn
Fundulus
Gibson
Gifford
Gilburt
Giles

Gill
Gnatyuk
Goncharenko

Grant
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01092006

01092004

07092005

01092005

01092007

01092008

01092007

01092005

01092008

01092009

01092010

01092007

01092006

01092009

01092009

01092006

01092009

07092005

01092009

01092009

01092004

01092006

01092004

01092010

21042009

01092007

07092005

01092009

01092003

01092009

01092009

01092009

01092008

Leave Date

02072011

02072011

02072011

02072011

02072011

02072011

02072011

03072011

03072011

02072011

14122010

03072011

02072011

03072011

03072011

02072011

02072011

02072011

02072011

02072011

02072011

02072011

02072011

02072011

03072011

02072011

03072011

02072011

02072011

03072011

03072011

02072011

02072011

02072011

02072011

02072011

Name
Samantha J
StuartG
JorkC
Chloe
Reece
Timothy G
SarahM E
Alexander R
Amar
Derek J
KyleJd
Sophie A
Lynne K
Fanfei
Mengjie
Frederick DL
AliceC
FionaJ
TilmanK
Otari
GavinB
Jonathan G
Heather A
Jacqueline
Joseph LR
SallyM
James F
Daniel P
Jonathan W
Innes J
Michael C
ConnorJ
TszC

Ines

Lucas

Hannah C

Surname
Gray

Gray
Greeve
Grossi

Hay
Heaney
Hellewell
Henderson
Hodzic
Hoogerbrugge
Houston
Howell
Howie

Hu

Huang
Hunter
Inglis
Johnston
Kaim
Kakhidze
Keddie
Keddie
Larson
Liedtke
Lipworth
Lungmuss
McAllister
McBride
McCashin
Macgregor
McKenzie
McLean

Mak

$ ® 8 ¢ 8 8 8 8 8 8 88 8 8 8 & 8 L G B K 8

[0}
o)}

g 8 v 8 8 8 8 8 ¢

S6

Martin Calderon Sl

Martin Calderon S2

Meikle

S6

House Ad date

01092003

01092004

19042011

01092009

01092008

01092005

01092005

01092009

01092009

01092009

01092010

01092004

01092006

01092009

01092009

01092009

01092006

01092004

01092010

01092009

01092007

19042007

01092004

01092010

07092005

09012006

01092006

01092009

01092003

01092010

01092006

01092006

01092006

01092010

01092010

01092009

Leave Date

02072011

04102010

03072011

02072011

03072011

02072011

02072011

02072011

02072011

02072011

03072011

02072011

02072011

02072011

02072011

02072011

02072011

02072011

03072011

02072011

03072011

02072011

02072011

03072011

02072011

02072011

02072011

02072011

02072011

03072011

02072011

03072011

02072011

03072011

03072011

02072011



Name
Benjamin A
Molly E
RobertR

Jacob C

LucyJd
Bethany J
Christopher K
YuenY
AnnaE
PhilippaB
Denisa
Sebastian M
OliviaMW
Ewan
BrynF
CallumG
Jordi
Courtney L
ClaasH
Miguel
NadiaA
ChristinaM
Corrie Gl
HannahK
Rachael A
Maxim A D
Qianhe
MarekR
Christopher P
JanA
Xinwei
Bradley F
Anastasiya
LukeT

Nicholas JM

Surname
Melville
Menneer
Miller

Mollvon der
Wettern

Murdoch
Murphy
Mutimer
Ng

Olafsson
Orr
Pacholska
Peter

Quick
Ramsay
Rees

Reid

Ribe Heal
Robb
Romeike
Rumeu Claret
Shakor
Stephenson
Stewart
Stewart
Stewart
Tabourel
Tang
Terjung
Thomson
Toepfer
Tong
Tracey
Veretennikova
Walker

Walker
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03062010

07092005
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01092006

01092009

01092010

01092004

01092009

01092006

01092003

01092010

01092010

01092010

01092010

01092009

01092007

01092005

01092006

01092007

01092009

01092009

01092010

01092007

01092010

01092008

01092007

01092009

21042009

01092007

Leave Date

02072011

03072011

02072011

03072011

02072011

14122010

02072011

02072011

02072011

02072011

02072011

03072011

02072011

02072011

02072011

02072011

03072011

03072011

03072011

03072011

02072011

02072011

02072011

02072011

02072011

02072011

02072011

03072011

03072011

03072011

02072011

03072011

03072011

03072011

02072011

Name

RuairidhK A

Keith GJ

Charlotte E

Thomas

ChunS

TsunF

ElizaVv

RenW

Surname
Watson
Wigley
Williams
Wilson
Wong
Yeung
Younger

Zhu

YG
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S 01092006
N 01092004
G 17042008
N 01092009
S 01092004
S 07092005

w 01092008

F 01092009

VALETE

Leave Date

02072011

02072011

03072011

02072011

02072011

02072011

03072011

02072011
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Alastair Thomson

n2011we lost Alastair Thomson toa battle

with cancer. Tomany adear and valued

friend, tomany morea respected and
reliable colleague and toall who methimat
theveryleastan absorbingand interesting
character. Accomplished piper, top-class
cricketer, serious scholar and excellent
companion-allwereinTommo’scurriculum
vitae. Here, ex-colleague and long-timefriend
Bill Colley sets out some of hismemories of the
man.

Some time ago after duty, early in my career as a
tutor, lasked Alastair how | could best describe the
'Riley system' to those who worked in the senior
school and who knew little of what went on in the
junior House. He leant forward in the armchair and
grimaced, brow furrowed and head tilted, and said
patiently, with a voice that had lost an octave as the
night had progressed, "Sir William. (Pause) The key
thing is, that there is no system."

Exactly what he meant by this may be open to
interpretation. What it signified then, at atime when
Riley was evolving,from a small junior boarding
House for boys into a co-educational 'school-within-a
-school', was a departure from the structures and
conventions that had traditionally formed the heart
of public school life, to something less formal that
resonated with ordinary' families both at home
and abroad. Riley was first and foremost a home
and not an institution. It owed more to ancient
Greece than it did to Rugby or Harrow and was a
place where children could be children and where
their imaginations could be fired by the infinite
possibilities that learning would open up to them,
rather than muffled by the need to conform to any
stated ideal.

"When a child leaves Strathallan, you should see
first the personality that they came with and not
the school they have been to" he once said when
we tried to define the essence of what set us apart
from our competitors, and in this he echoed the
sentiments of many of his colleagues in the senior
school at that time.

So long were he and Carol at the centre of Riley

life that we tend forget how pivotal their roles were
at the very beginning of the modern era in the
development of Strathallan School, and we take

for granted the work they did in re-shaping the
boarding experience for hundreds of boys and girls
then, and for years to come. They fielded those
difficult phone calls from parents in Saudi Arabia

or Brunei that defied time zones and etiquette,

and gave up long hours at weekends to entertain
their tutors and during holidays to prospective
parents. They ferried the sick bowls and the orange
juice from dorm to dorm during flu epidemics

that laid the whole House low, and they picked up
and dusted down the fallen rugby player or the
homesick GAP student. Riley House in those days
really meant Alastair and Carol, together with an
assortment of those of us who could cheerfully drive
away when duty was done.

Alastair would be the firstto confess that it could
not have been achieved without ateam, but this too
was his success because he inspired such loyalty in
those who worked for him that we bore with good

grace the longer hours that duty in ajunior House
involved. Somehow, he managed to glue together
arange of disparate personalities through a shared
sense of purpose, a dry, under-stated humour, and
an extraordinary command of the spoken word that
captured every nuance that life in this community
of young people threw at us and wrapped it around
our common experience of working with them. We
listened to his every word during House meetings
that cemented the place together, and like the pupils,
shifted a little uneasily on our feet when he asked

us with his usual eloquence to look deeply into the
mirror and judge what we saw there. Integrity above
all, was what he respected most in others.

He shepherded us and his charges through the
peaks and troughs of the school year; the trauma

of those first few days of term and the strangeness
and loneliness of being away from home for the
first time; the dark, cold winter evenings and those
long, carefree summer days weaving imaginary
'vapour trails' across the Paddock; Christmas plays,
carol concerts, and the final bonfire at the end of the
school year when PK was let loose to delight the ‘old
lags' moving onto the senior school; the departure
of the geese in early winter and the arrival of the
oyster-catchers in Spring.

Through this ebb and flow, Alastair demonstrated a
sense of perspective and proportion that reassured
pupil and tutor alike, and we rarely questioned any

decision or judgement that was made because

we always understood that wisdom lay behind the

outcome.

lam reluctant to suggest that Alastair was a man of
many contradictions because the cliche obscures
rather than elucidates those qualities that would not
hang well together on a lesser man. He was a strong
leader with afierce determination and clear sense of
direction, and yet it was difficult to discern the ego
that drove his selfless ambition. It was for this reason
that, despite offers, he was never inspired to take his
career further into leading a school. Isuspect that
he feared that this would rob him of the chance to
enjoy the absurdities of life and to push too far the
need to take seriously those obligations which he
found difficult at times to sustain.

Latterly, he was proud to have become one of

the 'elder statesmen' in the common room, and

yet embarrassed by the respect he commanded
from his junior colleagues as if reluctant to accept
the esteem in which he was so clearly held. And
despite his individualism, his reluctance to conform
to 'unnecessary' convention, and a formidable self-
belief, he could be an extraordinarily supportive and
sympathetic team player as many colleagues in the
English Department have found over the years,

“I dread the day when lwalk into a classroom and
see myself sitting there" he once confessed, alluding
to a not altogether trouble-free experience as a pupil
in the public school system in England. It would
have been an interesting momentto be afly on the
wall. It may also explain why he had such an affinity
with the more challenging youngsters who came
his way and why he thought so highly of colleagues
in senior Houses who had that knack of inspiring
difficult young people to cling to the often tenuous
thread that kept them in school. The 'career teacher'

OBITUARIES

might not have understood the methodology (after
all, "there is no system") but he managed to get

the best out of those of us who did work for him
and appreciated what was being achieved, even
though it was rarely, if ever, stated. He did well to
step down before the era of mission statements and
development plans.

He and Carol finally relinquished Riley after 14 years
in charge and there was no hesitation in my decision
when the post was offered to me to say, "No". "They
are too big an act to follow", Itold the Headmaster,
until Alastair did what you might expect in reversing
my decision with a few well-chosen words. By then,
Riley had expanded from the cramped sandstone
stable block into a new purpose-built boarding
House centred on a bright, open common room
where a million unplanned interactions could

take place every day. This was and is, the ‘forum’,
where ideas, however absurd can be tested and
challenged, and where every personality has a place.
Even atthe end of my own five year stint in charge
of Riley, Istill saw this as Alastalr's space.

I moved on from Riley and from Strathallan but
never lost the link with the Tommo' who was so
influential in my early career. Every key decision |
have made has been ‘passed by his scrutiny’, every
important speech | have given contains words and
phrases that Ithink he might have chosen, and the
elusive novel that has yet to be written isforming
under the critical eye of someone who knew athing
or two about language and who would have written
it better.

There is a sense of disbelief that he has gone. Itis
like waking one morning to find that Schiehallion
has disappeared from the horizon. | had always
expected itto be there.
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