








44 know that in some ways I would be

very different had I notcome here...
James Spalding Ruthven UVI
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ball outside. Idistinctly remember one particular
study break during exam leave when Adam decided
to unwind by climbing atree, up which he became
irretrievably stuck until, hours later, we managed to
help him down. To quote him upon his return to earth:
“Jeez, guys. Thanks! You really saved my bacon!".

Next stop is Lower VI Form, and with it comes the

long awaited VI Form privileges, many ofwhich centre
upon access to the VI Form common room and the
events and functions associated with it. This is another
prime example of how in between the six days of study
and games each week there is time for abit of RGR,
especially for VI Form who are really beginning to
focus on what lies ahead after school and the exams
that need conquered before then. A prominent feature
of L VI for me was the introduction ofthe famous

slip ‘n’ slide (again a product of constructive use of
revision breaks). At about 2 metres wide by 40 long

it was large enough to be seen by satellite and being
made of industrial grade BGQ tarpaulin it was next

to indestructible. When deployed down the intense
gradient of “Dead Man’s Drop" itwas not unknown for
Zander Fagerson to reach supersonic speeds provided
enough fairy liquid was applied.

Finally Upper VI Form arrives with the start ofthe year
heralding UCAS applications. Once again the support
in this area is exceptional, with many members of
staffwho willingly take the time to read over personal
statements and offer advice and suggestions where
needed, which Ifound to be invaluable in the run-up

to finalising my university application. The thing that
everyone says about Upper VI is how fast it goes but
Idon’t think that you can truly appreciate that until
you come across the stark realisation that it is the end
ofthe year and you have your final exams looming;
leaving you questioning, “Where has the pastyear
gone?”.With the sudden comprehension that my
time at Strath was rapidly approaching its conclusion,
Ibegan to feel the inevitable sentiments of nostalgia
that come from having spent the last five years of my
life here. Nonetheless, despite this the excitement and
preparation for the years ahead leaves me excited for
the future, and ready to move on from what has been
my second home for so long.

There is absolutely no doubt that my time at
Strathallan has had aprofound impact on me as
aperson and I know that in some ways Iwould be

very different had I not come here. Ifeel that the
opportunities that I have taken throughout my time
here have had apermanentimpact on me that will
resonate in a positive manner with me for years to
come. Itis acharacter-building society and although
the boarding school aspect may not be for everyone, ifit
does work for you then it will lead to agreat experience
which you will never forget.

lwish the best of luck to the coming year's captains of
school Charlie Mearns and Robyn Somerville and hope
that they find the past year as educational as | have.

“Don’t take life too seriously. You’ll never
escape it alive anyway. ”
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James Spalding Ruthven UVI
Millie Galashan Woodlands UVI

11l realised that my time at Strathallan had,

after five fantasticyears, come to an end...

Millie Galashan Woodlands UVI

r Kennedy's most recent email reminding me

of the fast approaching Strathallian deadline,

finally motivated me to sit down to compose
my own rendition of the annual cheesy Head Girl's
reflection on her time at Strathallan. Perhaps my
reluctance to write this summary was because | realised
it meant that my time at Strathallan had, after five
fantastic years, come to an end. On the other hand, it
could be due to the fact that since | had finished school,
I no longer needed the ability to manage my time down
to the hour as | did at Strathallan in order to juggle my
various commitments, and had, as a result, become
considerably less organised.

At times in Upper Sixth, as almost all Strathallians will
understand, it was non-stop between sports commitments,
my attempts at studying, roles in school plays, committee
meetings and the, ahem, special lunchtime meetings with the
headmaster. Nonetheless, although |did not have the most
peaceful last year at Strath, Iwouldn't have had it any other
way. My advice, like that of anyone who has been involved

in the various opportunities Strathallan has offered them

is: try something new and get stuck in. Strathallan offers
‘opportunities for all to excel' but it is up to you as students
to take them. Looking back at my time in 3rd and 4th Form,
before the pressures of public exams set in, I tried a lot of
different things. | found some that | loved, other things that |
didn't excel at (namely chapel choir much to the amusement
of anyone who has heard me sing). But it is this mentality of
trying whatever opportunities you are given which will really
lead to experiencing Strath to the fullest extent.

Critical to building a community in which you can feel like you
can take risks to try new things and realise your potential, is
the staff. Iwould like to thank all of the teachers and coaches
for all the support the leavers of 2013 have received;
whether it be pastoral, academic or on the sports field. |
would especially like to thank; the Tods for always keeping
me sane, Senorita de Celis for reminding me at crucial points
that School is not just for fun- we have to study sometimes
too, and Mr Kennedy, who over the past five years has always
listened, reassured and put up with me (yes, even when it's
a week before the Strathallian goes to press |still haven't
handed my article in).

As Claire Mendelson's mildly embarrassing, yet endearing,
valedictory video showed; we have made ever-lasting
memories and friendships here at Strathallan. Each year we
grew up together learning invaluable lessons along the way,
which we will take with us as we embark on our adult lives.

Thank you to our parents who enabled us to attend, the
staff who got us through and the friends who made it
unforgettable. To the present and future Upper Sixth; make
the most of this last year -
it flies by.

you wouldn't believe how quickly
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11 We were particularly pleased by the very positive report

from Social Care and Social Work Improvement Scotland

who inspected the school inan unannounced inspection...

Examinations. An investment of£120,000 in sound
equipment has supported our activities in the
theatre. In sportthirty four pupils represented either
Great Britain or Scotland in their chosen sport and
thirty seven teams or individuals became national
champions. Such success was achieved in the
following sports: rugby, skiing, equestrian vaulting,
dressage, mounted games, showjumping, tennis,
swimming, hockey, canoeing, cycling, gymnastics,
athletics, cricket, pentathlon, netball, clay pigeon
shooting and fencing. In addition large numbers
ofschool teams atvarious levels gave pupils the
opportunity to compete intheir chosen areas at an
appropriate level. All aspects are important to us
and it is good to see all pupils enjoying sport, music
and drama. There has been ahuge increase in
membership ofthe CCF Contingents and involvement
inthe Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme with some
ninety successful Bronze candidates and twenty two
Gold Awards.

Charity work continues to be an important focus with
sixteen pupils and three staffgoing to Kibera in Kenya
inthe summer holidays, and six other specific events
focusing ondifferent charities selected by the pupils.

Thisyear we bade farewell to our longest serving
member of staff. Generations of pupils have cause

to thank Nick Du Boulay for his interestin their
welfare and his expertise in all areas, cricket, rugby,
Housemaster and tutor in Simpson, History and
latterly Careers. Ihave described Nick as an old-
fashioned schoolmaster and there isofcourse a
major complimentinthat. The same description
applies to Richard Fitzsimmons who moved out of
the classroom at Christmas and stayed with us for
the lasttwo terms to write a history ofthe school

to celebrate the Centenary. In addition to being a
teacher of History and Head of Department for the
last ten years, Richard was in charge of cricket in

an erawhich produced unbeaten seasons and a
number offine players including Scotland Full and

A representatives. He was also residential tutor in
Nicol for along time and was acommitted umpire and
rugby coach. Louise Carroll was with us for slightly
less time butwas an outstanding schoolmistress

who contributed in the boarding house and with
particular expertise in hockey, inwhich she was an
international performer. Equally adept with Boys
First X1 or Riley she established excellent basic skills
for all her pupils. We are also very grateful to Mirella
Mclnnes in Mathematics, Linda Donaldson in History
and John Nolan in Modern Languages, who stepped
into support pupils over the lastyear on atemporary
basis. Lauren Giles did an excellentjob as asports
coach and classroom assistantin Riley and Olena
Tantsiura’s contribution in Woodlands and in support
ifthe EAL pupilswas much appreciated. This year
saw the departure offour key members ofthe Support
Staff- Val McKay oversaw significant development of
the Library inchallenging times asthings moved to
anincreasingly electronic communication base. CJ, as
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he is always known, has been Main Building Caretaker,
Lets Manager and with his wife Pam as Domestic
Services Manager, has helped us all invarious aspects
ofour lives. lwould also like to make particular
mention of Russell Gardener, our electrician, who has
been in postfor twenty six years, has an encyclopaedic
knowledge ofthe circuitry ofthe school and will
certainly be very hard to replace.

As mentioned above, Sean Hamilljoins us as Deputy
Head Academic. Sean was previously Head of

English at Dean Close Schoolin Cheltenham. He also
has Senior Management Experience, and brings
experience of Independent Schools Inspection, has
been Chairman of Governors ofaPrimary School,

and has wide-ranging experience as aschoolmaster.
He has aparticular love of hockey and intends to
balance his academic focus with some umpiring and
coachinginthat area. Sheldon Drover, who has worked
inarange ofinternational schools, joins us latterly
from his native Canada asteacher of Mathematics.

In addition to his subject expertise, Sheldon has
beenvery involved in outdoor activities and brings
experience of basketball. Hockey is Stephen Dick’s
particular sporting expertise. A graduate of
Edinburgh University in Physical Education hejoins
us as ateacher of Physical Education from Culford
Schoolwhere he was ahockey professional; he moved
into that role after avery successful time as a hockey
player which included cISO caps for Scotland and
Great Britain duringwhich time he played at the
Beijing Olympics. Louise Helyer did not confine herself
to one sportand has represented Great Britain at
Modern Pentathlon. She graduated from Bath before
taking aPGDE at Edinburgh and has ayear’steaching
experience in Dundee after work also at Millfield
School in Somerset. Ewan Lee worked attwo schools
in England before spending time in Austria teaching
among other things English. He is agraduate of
Aberdeen in French and German and enjoys avariety
ofsports. The Library will be underthe care of Hannah
Saks, who took adegree in Film and Media before
moving onto Information and Library Studies at
Robert Gordon University. Hannah has been working
as Library Assistant atthe Royal Conservatoire of
Scotland which has provided her with work experience
with young pupils and archiving, both ofwhich will

be partofherremit at Strathallan Sophie MacKay
has degrees from London and Edinburgh and has
spentsome time teaching History in Kentbefore
returning home to Scotland for this role. In addition to
her subject specialism, she played at national level in
Squash. We are also pleased to welcome Nino Jojua as
our annual HMC Exchange Student from Georgia.

Strathallan begins its Centenary Year invery

good heart, with over SSO pupils, record numbers
inavariety ofage groups and we look forward to
celebrating the Centenary aswe move onto our second
hundred years.

BKT
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Salvete

Date of Birth Surname Forename Preferred Initials Year Boarding Admission
(FirstnameD Name Group CNC} House Date

25/09/1996 Adamson Jacob Jacob JMA 13 Ruthven 04/09/2013
22/08/1998 Adeboye Nkechi NKky ND 11 Glenbrae 07/01/2013
08/10/1999 Aitken Alexander Sandy AB 9 Simpson 04/09/2013
22/06/2001 Allen Hamish Hamish HA 8 Riley 04/09/2013
22/03/2002 Barclay Bryony Bryony BA 7 Riley 04/09/2013
05/04/1999 Barclay Emilia Emilia EM 10 Thornbank 04/09/2013
04/08/1997 Bayov Natalia Tasha NS 12 Glenbrae 04/09/2013
15/05/1997 Berbic Ena Ena E 12 Thornbank 04/09/2013
28/01/2002 Berry Douglas Douglas DC 7 Riley 04/09/2013
07/02/2000 Boyd John Johnny JC 9 Nicol 04/09/2013
11/03/2000 Brennan Aedan Aed AL 9 Freeland 04/09/2013
06/05/2000 Brierton Teagan Teagan T 9 Glenbrae 16/04/2013
30/01/1997 Brindley Allen Allen AD 12 Nicol 04/09/2013
01/03/2000 Brown Creig Greig CD 9 Simpson 04/09/2013
23/11/1996 Brunton Tamsin Tamsin TC 12 Thornbank 04/09/2013
05/07/1996 Bulatovic Luka Luka L 12 Nicol 04/09/2013
07/03/1999 Camino Gonzalo Gonzalo G 10 Freeland 04/09/2013
19/04/2002 Campbell Niamh Niamh NA 7 Riley 04/09/2013
21/05/1999 Chaichairncheep  Smitt Safe S 10 Nicol 07/01/2013
18/01/1998 Chan Ngai Chit Jimmy N 10 Freeland 07/01/2013
03/07/1999 Chen Chun Kit Kevin C 9 Nicol 04/09/2013
06/05/1999 Chow Sze Ying Tiffany S Thornbank 04/09/2013
07/10/1997 Chu Kai Shing Allen K 10 Freeland 04/09/2013
27/04/2000 Clark Anna Anna AH 9 Glenbrae 04/09/2013
01/01/2000 Clark Thomas Tom TW 9 Simpson 04/09/2013
06/11/1999 Clarke Harriot Harriot H 9 Glenbrae 04/09/2013
12/08/2001 Cleaver-Smith Finlay Finlay FM 7 Riley 04/09/2013
14/10/2002 Cleaver-Smith Marcus Marcus M1 6 Riley 04/09/2013
23/04/1997 Clegg-Butt Hailey Hailey HT 12 Woodlands 04/09/2013
22/09/2000 Craw Lachlan Lachlan LAJ 9 Freeland 04/09/2013
02/03/1997 Cronan Alexander Alex AA 12 Nicol 04/09/2013
14/01/1999 Del Cura Molina Javier Javier J 10 Ruthven 04/09/2013
19/09/1995 Dietl Anna-Maria Anna-MariaA CV 12 Woodlands 04/09/2013
14/02/1999 Dominguez Blanco Jose Jose J 10 Simpson 04/09/2013
15/12/1997 Dorje Pema Pema PY 12 Woodlands 04/09/2013
28/08/2003 Dorje Tinley Tinley TW 6 Riley 04/09/2013
29/04/1997 Drouven Marie Marie ME 12 Glenbrae 04/09/2013
08/02/2000 Duncan Jennifer Jenny JC 9 Thornbank 04/09/2013
09/12/1996 Fardy Aldo Aldo AA 12 Freeland 04/09/2013
27/11/1999 Fleming Kyle Kyle KA 9 Ruthven 04/09/2013
05/01/2003 Forbes Thomas Tom D 6 Riley 04/09/2013
01/01/2000 Foulsham Rachel Rachel RY 9 Thornbank 04/09/2013
06/07/2001 Fuge Aidan Aidan AR 8 Riley 04/09/2013
09/02/2002 Gardiner Sarah Sarah S 7 Riley 04/09/2013
18/04/2002 Gibson Adrianna Adrianna AS 7 Riley 04/09/2013
08/03/1998 Grimm Georg Georg Gl 11 Ruthven 04/09/2013
09/07/1999 Haddow Lucy Lucy Lw 10 Thornbank 07/01/2013
18/11/2002 Hamill Flora May Flora May F 6 Riley 04/09/2013
05/02/1999 Hamill Leah Leah LG 10 Woodlands 04/09/2013
06/12/2000 Hamill Torin Torin TGG 8 Riley 04/09/2013
08/09/1997 Haron Neil Neil N 12 Simpson 04/09/2013
16/07/1997 Harris Calum Calum C 12 Ruthven 04/09/2013
13/01/2000 Henderson Cameron Cameron CH 9 Ruthven 04/09/2013
16/02/2002 Henderson Sophia Sophia SH 7 Riley 04/09/2013
04/03/1997 Hennicke Leonhard Leo L 12 Simpson 04/09/2013
12/06/1997 Herbert Siobhan Siobhan S 12 Glenbrae 04/09/2013
14/09/2001 Higginbottom Joseph Joe JT 8 Riley 04/09/2013
28/05/2002 Hutchison Euan Euan ER 7 Riley 04/09/2013
11/11/1996 Hutt Evie Evie EM 12 Glenbrae 04/09/2013
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Date of Birth

04/10/2002
09/08/1997
16/10/1999
16/06/2000
25/02/1996
18/11/1998
28/08/1996
03/01/1997
29/03/2002
03/02/1996
13/01/1999
26/09/2001
26/07/2001
29/07/1997
26/10/1999
21/09/1999
03/03/1997
27/08/1999
25/01/1999
16/08/1997
10/04/2000
24/09/1997
05/05/2001
02/10/1997
02/05/2000
01/01/1999
04/07/2000
31/03/2001
18/04/1997
27/01/2003
17/06/2000
10/01/1997
04/06/1997
05/12/2001
07/08/1999
03/04/1999
23/09/1999
26/05/2000
10/03/1997
03/08/1996
04/04/2001
10/09/1999
28/02/1997
21/06/2001
19/11/1997
22/01/1997
15/07/1999
06/09/2000
14/10/2001
01/01/1997
06/10/2000
30/11/1995
17/06/1997
09/12/2000
27/11/2000
02/03/1996
23/10/1997

Surname

Inch
Joyce-Davis
Ju

Kamau
Katamadze
Koskinas
Kozhukharenko
Legashvili
Leslie

Low

Low
Macfarlane
Mackie
McCafferty
McKay
McKeown
Mentiplay
Miles
Mirzakhmetova
Moll Von Der Wettern
O'Brien
O'Malley
Paterson
Patterson
Penas
Pitts

Pye

Queen
Robson
Ross

Ross
Salter
Sanzharevsky
Shekar
Simpson
Slaven
Stewart
Stirrat
Sturm
Sugden
Taylor
Thomas
Thomas
Thornton
Troup
Tschirner
Turnbull
Turnbull
Walker
Walker
Waller
Wang
Wang
Wilson
Wright
Zheng
Zissler

Forename
CFirstname]
Malcolm
Harry

Yu Xuan
Kennedy
Elia
Eleftherios
Dmitry
Alexander
Corina
Chen-E
Jordan
Archie
Eve
Dominic
Fergus
Calum
Roddyne
Hamish
Malika
Caspar
Jack
Rhiann
Jade
Adelaide
Anna
Imogen
Myles
Abigail
Alastair
lona
Nicolle
Dexter
Glib
Dhriti
Katie
Chantal
Harry
Douglas
Ole
Benjamin
Cameron
Megan
Sirimon
Beth
James
Sebastian
Jack
Lewis
Brook
Kate
Georgina
Di

Wenlu
Flora
James
Jiaqi
Ethan

Preferred
Name

Malcolm
Harry
Bell
Kennedy
Elia
Lefteris
Dima
Sandro
Corina
Chen-E
Jordan
Archie
Eve
Dominic
Fergus
Calum
Roddyne
Hamish
Malika
Caspar
Jack
Rhiann
Jade
Adelaide
Anna
Imogen
Myles
Abigail
Alastair
lona
Nicolle
Dexter
Glib
Dhriti
Katie
Chantal
Harry
Douglas
Ole

Ben
Cameron
Megan
Sirimon
Beth
Jamie
Sebastian
Jack
Lewis
Brook
Kate
Georgie
Neo
Laura
Flora
James
Annika
Ethan

Initials

MW
HJ
Y

O > gmm X

AS D
EF
DP
FGS
CH
RF
HS

JC

JEF

MR
MFH
AE
AL
1c
NJ

KA
cy
HJ
DW]J

BAC
clc
MM B
SFB
B M
J M

J M
LJ
BJ
KL
GG

FR
J D

Year

Boarding

Group [NC] House

6
12
9
9
12
10
12
12
7
12

Riley

Nicol
Woodlands
Ruthven
Simpson
Ruthven
Freeland
Ruthven
Riley
Ruthven
Glenbrae
Riley

Riley
Simpson
Freeland
Ruthven
Nicol
Simpson
Thornbank
Ruthven
Nicol
Glenbrae
Riley
Woodlands
Glenbrae
Thornbank
Nicol

Riley
Freeland
Riley
Woodlands
Simpson
Nicol

Riley
Woodlands
Thornbank
Ruthven
Nicol

Nicol
Freeland
Riley
Woodlands
Ruthven
Riley

Nicol
Freeland
Nicol

Nicol

Riley
Glenbrae
Riley
Simpson
Thornbank
Riley

Riley
Woodlands
Freeland

Admission
Date

04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
07/01/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
4/09/2013

04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
16/04/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
16/04/2013
04/09/2013
04/09/2013
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64/ know that I will miss
many aspects of life there,
and will always be proud to
be a Strathallian...
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in these young
actors glimmers of
spectacular futures
tocome...
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SPORTS REPORTS

Rugby

IstXV

Strathallan 62 v Madras 17
8th September 2013

An extended 23 man squad visited St Andrews
to take on Madras College in the season opener.

Strathallan settled quickly into their rhythm

and within minutes George Horne was over the
line for the first score. This was followed soon
after with 2 tries from Murray McCallum, Daniel
Adams and Charlie Mearns bringing the halftime
score to 38-0.

Second half scores from Zander Fagerson,
Charlie Beamish and Alex Bannerman finished
off the day with the final score 62-17.

Madras Tournament
12th September 2013

Our annual trip to the Madras tournament played
out in a similar fashion to the previous years
where the Strathallan squad is given some game
time to prepare them for the start of the season.
Wins over Madras C24-0), Waid Academy C27-
0] and Kinross High School [32-0] left Dundee
High School and Strathallan to contest the final.
With the game ending ina 0-0 draw a count-
back on try count saw Dundee lift the trophy.
Dundee would later visit Strathallan where this
result would be overturned.

Strathallan 34 v Robert Gordon's College 24
15th September 2013

With Zander Fagerson joining the list of injured
players this task would be even tougher. Josh
Laird was the go to player in the centre and
delivered a great performance with 3 tries.
Murray McCallum and fellow forward Vova
Sadovych got the other 2 scores, George Horne
converting 3 and adding a penalty. Gordon's
came back at the Strathallan team but by this
time there was enough control to keep the team
in front. Long-term injuries to Sadovych and
Sam Culham now robbed the team of seven of
the starting line-up.

Strathallan 28 v North Berwick 14
22nd September 2013

North Berwick always provide atough test and
with lots of front line players missing it was the
turn of the understudies to step up to the plate.
David Niven, James Cockburn, Cosmo Galashan
and Declan O'Brien, having his first outing for
the IstXV, all contributed hugely to the match.
With a penalty at 3-3 Josh Laird again showed
the way to the line with a well-worked score.
Two more penalties for the visitors left the score
9-8 in favour of the opposition. An individual
piece of magic from Josh Laird resulted in one
of the tries of the season finished by Charles
Beamish. Charlie Mearns later showed his
opposite number a clean set of heels to further
increase the lead before an opportunist quick tap
penalty by North Berwick rewarded them with a
late try bringing the final score to 28-14.
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41 The final say was with George

Horne striking a beautiful drop

goal to round the day offin style..

Strathallan 31 v High School of Dundee 24
29th September 2013

With the memory of the recent Madras
tournament the visit of the opposition had
slightly more meaning. An early penalty
converted by Horne set the tone for tries by
McCallum, Beamish and Horne who added 3
more penalties in the first half. Dundee stayed
in touch with some well struck penalties but the
game was going away from them now.

Playing into the wind was a bit tougher for
Strathallan and Dundee took advantage of a
Strathallan side who seemed to have eased up.
Two tries by Dundee brought them back into the
match and the score finished at 31-24 in favour
of the Strathallan team.

Strathallan 27 v Dollar 21
2nd October 2012

With a quick turnaround to play Dollar midweek
the Strathallan players may have carried some
fatigue into this match which, after a sluggish
start and the home side looking very lively,
seemed to be the case. Again the trusty boot
of George Horne slotted a well-struck penalty
which got the scoreboard started. Dollar
responded with their own penalty before James
Spalding followed with atry started with some
trademark footwork by Josh Laird before an
offload to Craig Rintoul saw him provide a well-
timed pass to Spalding who crossed the line.
Murray McCallum demonstrated how effective
he is close in when he gathered a loose ball

and thundered over for another try converted
by Horne. Dollar responded with their own
converted try, leaving the first half 17-10 to
Strathallan.

Some poor defence in the second half around
the breakdown allowed the Dollar forwards to
gather momentum and tested the Strathallan
team with another score coming for the
opposition. With the scores getting ever closer
and a couple of penalties by Dollar threatening
to cause an upset it was down to the captain
George Horne again to display a piece of
individual brilliance chipping the Dollar defence
to score and convert his own try.

Full time 27-21

Strathallan 43 v Fettes 12
6th October 2013

Strathallan, still missing some key players,
started off well against a very stuffy Fettes
team. Zander Fagerson opened the account with
a close-in score driving strongly over the line.
Fettes showed they were up for a game and
responded quickly with an unconverted try. With
some strong work from the forwards and fast
ball Craig Rintoul split the Fettes defence wide
open and sped to the line. Horne then added
another converted try to kept the pressure on.

In the second half tries from Charlie Mearns,
Ross McDonald and David Niven left the day's
work nearly complete. The final say was with
George Horne striking a beautiful drop goal to
round the day off in style. Final score 43-12

Strathallan 79 v Glenalmond 0O
13th October 2013

The last game before half-term saw the visit

of Glenalmond College. This was to be a real
try-fest and a performance that is unlikely to be
matched.

With a large crowd gathered the match sparked
into life from the opening whistle. What followed
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SPORTS REPORTS

Netball

his last year of netball has

been a real success for the

1st team which saw Hannah

Lockhead, Aimee Sangster,
Hannah Sangster and Maia
Magumba join the team. We've
been involved in the Scottish
Schools competition and the
Independent Schools competition
in Aberdeen which we went on to
win. It was atough tournament
but the girls put their all into it and
it was a day about which we could
say that really good netball was
played and, despite the odd injury,
it was definitely awell-deserved
win.

Our participation in the Scottish
schools cup did not yield so much
in the way of medals but it did

see the 1st team travelling to
Shetland to play an away game.
The trip, including the prospect

of a 12-hour ferry journey home,
was not something we particularly
looked forward to. Nonetheless, it
ended up being a lot of fun despite
the long journey and, although

we were not successful in the
game, the weekend was a lot of
fun with a tour around the island
and the purchase of many novelty
hats. A rewarding trip and a good
experience.

Our season on the whole has been
quite good with the majority of our
games played every Wednesday in
Perth league in which we played
consistently against strong teams.
Each week saw the naming of a
player of the match amongst those
consistently mentioned were Lexi
McLellan, Robyn Summerville and
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Hannah Lockhead. Iwould like
to thank everyone who took the
time to play in these matches and
especially those who helped on
the umpiring weeks. A big thank
you also must go to Miss Laurie
who has been an excellent coach
this season and has put up with
all of our injuries, complaints and
everything else that comes with
having to manage a Girls' Netball
team. Thanks also to Mrs. Tod
who has given up a lot of her time
to help us in coaching and with
umpiring.

Iwould also like to mention the
2nd team, excellently captained

by Siobhain Forbes, and their
success throughout the season,
they performed really well in the
tournaments and, luckily for them,
they didn't have to make the trek
to Shetland that we did. Special
mentions go to Caitlin Beveridge
who won the 2nds' most improved
player prize nominated by the team
and to Lindsay Ross who won the
player of the season.

Our annual Netball dinner was held
at Vita and we had a great time.
The team voted for a player of

the season and a most improved
player the former going to Anna
Younger and the latter to Hannah
Sangster. would like to wish the
best of luck to Lexi McLellan who
was nominated as captain for the
forthcoming season and | hope
that the team will have a successful
season to come.

Anna Younger UVI Woodlands

11 We've been
involved in
the Scottish
Schools
competition
and the
Independent
Schools
competition
inAberdeen
which we went

on to win...

SPORTS REPORTS

Badminton

ue to several unfortunate

incidents we only played

three fixtures this season,
one of which was only for the girls
team, Ina Drouven, Jessica Brown,
Brianna Fowlie, Syazirah Kuan and
Rinko Shen.

This match against St. George's
School was played at Strathallan

and we achieved a glorious win
undefeated 6 to O in the singles

and 3 to O in the doubles, showing
that preparation paid off. Continuing
our training sessions and always
trying to improve our techniques,
we achieved another win against the
stronger competitor Fettes, where
we came first with an overall score
of 10:8, 5:1 in the girls singles,

2:4 in the boys' singles and a draw
of 3:3 inthe mixed doubles. This
time the boys' team was able to
compete as well and were facing
strong opponents, but fighting hard
and performing at their best. For the
boys playing in this match we had
Ryan Kong, Kevin McAlister, Cyrus
Ng, Chris McCarthy, Derek Lai and
Sam Culham. Unfortunately we lost
our second fixture against Fettes
narrowly by 2 points. The girls’
team with Hannah Macdonald as a
replacement for Syazirah who wasn't
able to play due to an injury, were
excelling themselves winning all their
matches and not leaving a chance
for others to question their strength.

This years inter-House Competition
was both exciting and nerve-
racking. Having the chance to win
the glorious trophy Glenbrae House
performed at their best and achieved
their goal leaving Thornbank as a
strong competitor in second place.
In the boys' competition the winner
was Simpson House captained by
Ryan Kong closely followed by Nicol
a strong opponent which in total
delivered us an exciting series of
matches.

In addition to the normal school
commitments the Strathallan
Badminton Club has

also taken part in

the Perth League

which takes place at

Bell's Sport Centre
fortnightly. The adult

league consists of

six teams from the

Perth & Kinross area,

each providing four

male and two female

players. In addition

to the consistent

players Ryan Kong

Cl one ofthe
most exciting
and enjoyable
games

options...

and Ina Drouven, several of the team
members were given the chance

to improve their tactics by playing
matches of a very high standard not
comparable with the normal school
fixtures. Although our team was
not able to achieve the best results,
we improved our play continuously
throughout the season and used
the league to give as many people
as possible a chance to compete in
a proper adult setting with many
players to look up to. As a result

of our commitment we were also
allowed to take part in the Campus
Trophy Competition which was held
in Perth and in which we only went
down narrowly in the semi-final.
We would like to say a special thank
you to Sam Culham, Matt Turner,
David Forrest, Jessica Brown, Derek
Lai, and Brianna Fowlie who often
spared their Wednesday nights to
compete with us in this League.

It has been a great season and being
captains of the team has been a
great honour for both of us. We
hope that this feeling was reflected
not only by the team members but
also by those who attended regularly
badminton games sessions. We
would also like to say thank you to
Dr.Cooper who with inspirational
motivation and new trainings ideas
made badminton one of the most
exciting and enjoyable games
options.

Ryan Kong UVI Simpson

Ina Drouven UVI Glenbrae
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SPORTS REPORTS

Ski-racing

his year the ski team have

continued to turn heads

both in school races and the
rest of Europe, as ateam and as
individuals. As the school term
started, so did our chance to ski
at the Scottish Schools Dry Slopes
Ski Championships where the
Minor Boys Team [Lyle ROSS, 2nd
place, Scott BUCHAN, 3rd, Tom
CROCKART and Henry LAPSLIE]
achieved 2nd place over all and
the Senior Girls [Katie GUEST,
placing 3rd, Kirsty GUEST, Amber
GARVIE, Minor racing as a Senior,
and Hope WHITELAW) grabbing
the Team GOLD medal.

The Senior Boys [Christopher
GUEST, James COCKBURN,
Hamish JOHNSTON and Fraser
BUCHANT] raced well but received
no medal. Both teams, Senior
Girls and Senior Boys were
selected to take part in the British
Championships taking place in
Wales.

The snow-season kicked off in
January, Tom CROCKART [13] and
Lyle ROSS warmed up competing in
Les Houches in the Anglo Scottish
and British Ski Academy races

with Tom finishing 2nd in his age
group in the Slalom and 3rd in the
Giant Slalom and Lyle winning a
Bronze medal in his age group in
the Slalom. Tom also finished 3rd
U14 overall in the Giant Slalom at
the B.S.A. Grand Prix. At the same
event, Fraser BUCHAN's season
started strongly as he placed 2nd
U16 [and 2nd overall] in the Giant
Slalom, as well as 2nd U16 [and
2nd overall] in both the Giant
Slalom and Slalom event.

Still in January, the older boys
were competing in the British
School Boys International Races, in
Meiringen, Switzerland, where they
missed out on first place by less
than a ski length in the final of the
Dual Slalom and came 2nd School
in the overall Championships.
Individually in this competition the
boys excelled, bringing in a Silver
and a Bronze medal for Scott
BUCHAN, an U14 Bronze medal
for Lyle ROSS, and a Silver medal
for Scott GARVIE, with Hamish
Johnston contributing to the team's
score. These were amazing results
considering they were a very young
team with only one Junior boy, the
other boys still competing in the
younger category.

Meanwhile, the girls, determined
not to be upstaged by the boys,
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were competing in at the equivalent
Girls' event in Flaine, France,
coming back to Scotland with
several new titles to their names.
As ateam the girls came 1st British
School in the Slalom, 2nd British
School Overall, 2nd British Team
Overall and 3rd British School in
the Giant Slalom. These overall
results clearly reflected the efforts
of the individual; Kirsty GUEST was
the U16 Giant Slalom Winner of
the Ros Hepworth Cup, 4th Overall
in the Giant Slalom, 2nd Overall
combined, 2nd inthe U16 Slalom,
Ladies Ski Club Overall, Giant
Slalom and Slalom Winner, Hope
WHITELAW came 2nd Overall in
the U18 Combined Unregistered
and Katie came 2nd in the Overall
U18 Slalom.

Chris GUEST remained on a high,
emerging from 2 days racing at the
Lecht in the Gordon Skiers Open
Races as the overall fastest racer in
the combined event. Chris mirrored
this success at the Glenshee open
races later on, early February.

February proved successful
indeed, and busy to say the least,
with Scott BUCHAN winning

the U14 Welsh Alpine Slalom
Championships in Champery,
Switzerland. He was 3rd in

the Giant Slalom in the same
competition whilst Kirsty GUEST
grabbed the U16 Bronze medal.

Around the same time a mixed
Strathallan Team [Jessica and Ella
England, Eilidh ROSS and Angus
MARDEN] was grabbing the Silver
medal at the Schools Alpine Series
Glenshee qualifier event.

Continuing with good form, Scott
BUCHAN excelled at the Clenshee
Winter Games by placing 3rd in the
Giant and and 2nd in the Slalom,
thus winning the U14 combined
event. In the same event, Chris
GUEST was 2nd inthe U16 boys
and in the Overall Male event.

This was closely followed by

the Minor Boys Team of Henry
LAPSLIE, Angus MARDEN, Arthur
MORRIS and Ruairidh CLARK
coming 4th in the Scottish U14
Schools Championships at the
Lecht.

At the Scottish Schools Senior

Ski Championships [U18] at the
Lecht, Strathallan achieved the
ultimate success: Gold for both
the Boys' and Girls' Teams and
respective individual winners
[Kirsty GUEST and Scott GARVIE];

41 amazing results

considering they were

averyyoung team...

Amber GARVIE coming 3rd , Hope
Whitelaw 4th [Hope then rushed
back to Perth to win the Cup Final
with the 1st hockey team] and
Jessica's strong run contributed

to this outstanding achievement,
whilst Chris GUEST coming 2nd
Lyle ROSS 5th and Tom not far
behind ensured the full mission was
accomplished for the first time in
the Schools' history.

Kirsty and Chris GUEST continued
the winning streak as February
came to an end competing in the
Cairngorm Open Championship and
both won respective male/female
U16 Slalom and Giant Slalom and
both were overall male and female
winners of the Championships,
adding another 2 trophies to the
cabinet.

In March, at the Scottish Children's
Championships on Cairngorm,
Tom Crockart raced with conviction
in his two Slalom runs, finishing
respectively 2nd and 3rd, gaining
enough points to finish 2nd U14
racer. Inthe U16 category, Chris
GUEST was 3rd and 3rd in the
overall event.

Shortly afterwards, the Inter-
schools Ski Challenges in Les
Houches was a much awaited event,
with 90 schools taking part. Once
again, the Strathallan team shone
and throve and ended up sharing
the enormous and much coveted
Winner's Trophy with Danes Hill

of Surrey. Contributing to this

feat and scoring remarkably were
Kirsty GUEST [2nd overall and

2nd U16 both in Slalom], Chris
GUEST [3rd U16 in Slalom and in
Giant Slalom and First boy overall],
Scott BUCHAN [2nd U14 in GS,
out of 95 racers] as well as Lyle
ROSS [2nd U14 in Slalom], without
forgetting Scott GARVIE, Amber
GARVIE and Hamish JOHNSTON
who did the team justice.

The British Championships in
Meribel, France, were another
hotly contested event where Scott
BUCHAN placed 3rd inthe U14
combined event.

Still in March and still in France,

in Courchevel, at the Ecosse U14
events, Lyle ROSS placed 3rd whilst
Kirsty GUEST placed 2nd U16 and
overall in the Giant Slalom.

In April, at the Alpine
Championships, Katie GUEST placed
2nd Scottish girl in the Giant Slalom.
At the Lecht Open races as well as
at the Cairngorm Open races, Chris

GUEST continued with strong form,
placing 1st U16 and overall male
winner

in June, on the dry slope, the
stamina of our Team of Katie G.,
Kirsty G, Hope W, Chris G., Lyle
R. and Scott B. at the Scottish
Schools Dual Slalom, Midlothian
Snowsports Centre, Hilled, did not
go unnoticed, but this year we did
not win.

Further to previous years'
performance and a strong start of
the season, Fraser BUCHAN was
selected to represent GB on the
International circuit but injury early
in the season prevented him from
competing through the majority

of the winter. Nonetheless, his
race profile is such that he has
maintained credibility and gained a
selection for both the Scottish and
the GB U18 Team for the coming
season.

Scott GARVIE has been selected to
the Scottish Ski Cross Team. There
is no age-banding but he generally
races at junior level, which is under
21. He will train with the Scottish
Alpine Ski Team in addition to
specific Ski Cross training.

Scott BUCHAN has been re-
selected for the G.B. U16 Team for
the coming season as well as for the
Scottish U16 Development Squad
of the Scottish Alpine Ski Team,
along with Amber GARVIE, who is
one of only two girls also selected
for the U16 Development Squad of
the Scottish Alpine Ski Team.

Additionally, Ski Captain Katie
GUEST, Chris GUEST and Kirsty
GUEST have all been selected for
the Scottish Alpine Team and Katie
has also received a Bank of Scotland
Sports Aid Award to assist with her
skiing.

Every year we keep wondering
whether such arange of outstanding
results can continue to happen in
one school, and sure enough, every
year a similar spread of spectacular
achievement is to be witnessed and
celebrated. This is not solely due

to how many capable ski-racers

we have but it has a lot to do with
how determined, how mentally

and physically resilient each one

is. Basic fitness is paramount to
their success, and if they are able to
sustain the strict training-regime
imposed upon them, with a little
luck, success follows.

Fabienne Thompson
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SPORTS REPORTS

Fencin

onathan Blackburn [16+
J boys' sabre), Kyle Cooke

[U16 boys' sabre), Melissa
Davy-Ericson [U16 girls' sabre)
and Motoko Otomo [16+ girls’
sabre) took part in the Scottish
Schools Individual Championships
in November. Fencing
competitions usually start with
one or two groups rounds [called
poules) involving fights to 5,
followed by a direct elimination
or knockout stage.

After doing reasonably well in the
first round of poules, and very well
in the second round, Mel secured
a place in the final, only to lose

to Megan Couw from Dunblane,
whom she had beaten in the
second round of poules. She was
pleased to get her silver medal,

but disappointed that she lost to
someone she had beaten earlier in
the day. Motoko fought well and
also managed to secure a place

in the final against Kate Daykin,
who earlier this year fenced at

the Cadet World Championships.
Motoko was pleased to take some
hits from her and the fight finished
15-5. After a good start in the
poules, Jonathan Blackburn was
knocked out in the first round of
Direct Elimination (DE) fights. Kyle
Cooke sailed through the seeding
rounds and first DE fight. He found
himself 8-3 down at the half-way
break in the semi-final DE fight
against Chris Pearson, but turned
itaround to win 15-14. He fought
well in the final against Ross
Manson from Linlithgow, but his
opponent was a fraction faster and
after avery even fight pulled ahead
at the end to win 15-11.

The first round of the Youth
Development Series took place
during the October break, but we
turned out for the second round
which was held at the High School
of Glasgow.

The boys fought two rounds

of pools inthe U12 and U14
competitions; the U16 were
combined with the Over 16

and they fought a one round

as a "poule unique", then onto

the direct elimination stage.

Inthe U12 competition, Cus
Fotheringham used the poule
fights to his advantage, working
°n his technique, and developing a
really effective beat counter-attack
which he used to score a lot of
Points, and he went on to use this
effectively in the Direct Elimination
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fights too, ultimately picking up
awell deserved Bronze medal. In
his first competition, Kieran Fowlie
did well in the U14 age group,
scoring some hits in the first round
of poules, but getting more in the
second and having found his feet
was able to fight more effectively
in his Direct Elimination fights. He
was able to convert more of his
knowledge into hits during these
fights; winning enough to get him
into the quarter finals, but finally
lost the 3rd-4th play off Che still
picked up a medal, though, as
Bronze medals are awarded for
both 3rd and 4th place].

In the mixed older age group,
Peter Smoljanitski picked up a

lot of valuable experience in his
first competition, then when the
age groups were separated, had
to fight Jonathan Blackburn in a
fight for first place. Jonathan's
experience and technique won out
against Peter's more energetic,
physical approach, but it was a
really interesting fight and great
for Peter's first competition. In
the U16 boys' sabre, Kyle won

all of his Direct elimination fights,
taking the final 15-11. Having
level-pegged all the way to 11-11,
Kyle moved up a gear to outclass
rival Chris Pearson scoring the last
four hits in quick succession. In the
U12 boys' foil, 0zzy Hamzeh put
in a good showing, with some tidy
fights against more experienced
opponents in the poules. He lost
his Direct Elimination fights largely
on the basis of his opponents’
being more experienced. Sunday
afternoon saw a very small entry to
the ladies' sabre, and the was once
again combined Under/Over 16
poules. This did give opportunities
to try things out against different
opponents and Motoko took the
opportunity to practise compound
attacks on her opponents with
great success. Melissa fenced well,
and was making good progress
until she came against Megan
Couw in the final; though she was
very determined, Megan had the
edge again and forced Mel into
second place.

Building on the successes before
Christmas, the Strathallan

fencers have continued to make
their presence felt at the Youth
Development Series competitions.
At the third round in Dunfermline,
Cus Fotheringham was second in
the U14 boys sabre, while in the

U16 boys sabre, Kyle Cooke and
Matthew Hyde took 1st and 2nd
places respectively, while Peter
Smoljanitski also picked up the
gold in the over 16 boys sabre. In
the fourth round competition at
Dundee High School, Cus was third
in the U14 event; while Kyle once
more won the U16 competition,
Orpheas Manos coming 3rd. In
the U19 competition, Jonathan
Blackburn won, pushing Peter into
second place. In the girls sabre
Motoko won all her fights to claim
gold in the U19 competition.

The biggest challenge of the term
came at the Scottish Schools
Teams competition. Kyle Cooke,
Jonathan Blackburn and Matthew
Hyde (recently returned from
injury) fought well in the seeding
rounds and were seeded second.
They were tested in the semi finals
by Dunoon and fought through to
win 45-37, only to be defeated in
the final by Linlithgow Academy
45-41.

At the Scottish Championships,
Matthew Hyde came second in

the U17 boys sabre, beating Tom
Hoffman from Dingwall 15-14

in the semi-finals. Although he
concentrates on epee, Tom is a
couple of years older than Matt and
much more experienced: it was a
tense and exciting fight. In the final
Matt faced another older, more
experienced opponent, this time
one who did concentrate on sabre:
Fraser Woodburn, an ex-pat Scot
living in Truro, who had travelled
all the way north to take part. Matt
clearly had pushed himself for his
semi-final fight and had peaked at
this point, and was outperformed
in the final. Inthe U17 girls’ sabre,
newcomer Eilidh Ross fenced
extremely well. Although this was
her first competition, she beat
more experienced opponents

who were concentrating on
technique, by showing a much
better understanding of the tactics
of the game. In the afternoon in
the U20 boys competition, Peter
Smoljanitski, Hermes Manos and
Orpheas Manos all scored hits

and made a good showing in the
poules, but were knocked out in
the first round of Direct Elimination
fights. Matthew Hyde and Kyle
Cooke both won their DE fights;
Matt faced Fraser again, this time
in the semi-finals and the fight was
much closer, but in the end both
Matt and Kyle were defeated and

had to settle for joint 3rd place.

The final competition of the year
was the ‘Leon Paul' Junior Series
event. This is a UK wide series but
our fencers only took part in the
Scottish leg. However it did bring
some new opponents for them to
face, including competitors from
London, Wales and Jersey. After
the first round, Orpheas Manos,
James Gray, Arran Reid and Matt
Hyde were all well-placed in the
boys' event, but neither Orpheas
nor James could sustain this in the
Direct Elimination rounds, finishing
7th and 9th respectively. Arran,
however, fenced exceptionally well
and beat a number of extremely
experienced opponents, eventually
being defeated only by Matt in the
final. In the U13 boys' sabre, Gus
was 5th and Melissa dominated
the girls' U15 event, also coming
home with a gold medal.

As well as the competitions that
we went to as a group, Matt Hyde
was taking part in Cadet (U17)
competitions. Over the season he
gained sufficient ranking points in
these events to be selected for the
UK School Games, which takes
place in early September.

Fencing takes place at various
times. Some of the fencers take
Fencing as a Games option on a
Tuesday and a Thursday; others
do it as an Activity which follows
on after the Games session. Dr
Ferguson is one of the coaches
and for the first half of the year
the group were also coached by
James Macrae. After Easter, Phil
Carson, Professor of the British
Academy of Fencing took over

as the lead coach and as well as
the Games and Activity sessions,
started evening sessions between
tea and prep, bringing in some
talented local fencers so that our
fencers could gain valuable fighting
experience.

SF
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Army Section

he CCF was essentially started in

1857 when the Secretary of State

for War wrote to the leading public
schools seeking assistance in finding pupils
who have both leadership qualities and an
interest in the defence forces. In 1948,
following a review of lessons learned about
inter-service cooperation during World
War Il, the CCF was reorganised into its
existing format encouraging pupils to
develop powers of leadership by means of
training to promote responsibility, self-
reliance, resourcefulness, endurance and
perseverance. There are currently 238
army sections in the CCF, all in leading
independent schools. | am delighted to
report that in the training year 2012-
2013 an increased number of pupils at the
leading public school known as Strathallan
have demonstrated the qualities listed
above. Most of our cadets will not serve as
adults in our Defence Forces, but whatever
path they take through life, learning to
be more responsible, resourceful and
persevering will make them better leaders
of whatever team they are a part of. The
leadership training programme also known
as Strathallan School CCF Army Section has

had another successful year.

September was very busy as we commenced
Army Proficiency Certificate (APC) Training of
70 recruits. The additional 25 cadets compared
to 2011 and the detailed structured syllabus of
APC created more challenge for the instructors
and Sixth Form NCOs. Before the end of the
year every recruit's skill would be tested in six
categories [drill, navigation, first aid, fieldcraft,
weapons and military knowledge] and those
reaching the required level would be awarded
the cloth red star badge symbolizing completion
of APC. The NCOs exhibited responsibility and
resourcefulness by the bucket load. The recruits
were organised into two platoons each of 3
sections of 11 or 12 cadets. The two platoon
commanders, Olwyn Jenkins and Kirsty Muir,
ran their own administrative processes and
training programmes. These two senior cadets
reached very high levels of achievement and |
was delighted to present to them full colours
later in the year.

Apart from recruit-training the main effort

in the first part of the year is put together a
team of cadets to compete against other army
sections in the Scottish School Military Skills
Competition. This tough competition took place
in the exacting environment of Barry Buddon
Training Area at the very end of September. Of
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the team of 10 cadets only 3 had competed

in previous competitions, and 4 of the team
were 5th Formers. Thus the team had lots of
energy and enthusiasm and ability but were a
tad short of experience. The experience of Chris
MccCarthy, Callum Dodd and Sophie-Anne Ross
showed particularly in their shooting ability

and with their scores the team were runners

up in the zeroing activity [getting the smallest
diameter group size of shots on target) and
beat all other CCFs in the falling plate target
shooting match. Finlay Kinloch and Tabitha
Roberston-Barnett also shot well with group
sizes of 400mm. We were also runner up in
the medical activity when the team had to deal
with simulated traumatic injuries in a road traffic
accident scenario; the cool heads and skilful
hands of Aurelie Thompson, Kate Spalding

and Gareth Watt coming to the fore. We were
also runners up in the obstacle course activity
where the fitness and perseverance of Cameron
Jenkins and Fraser Craw-Harley were much in
evidence. Throughout the competition the team
were remarkably cheerful and positive, and most
said they were determined to return next year
and do better.

For much of the training year for the 5th Form
cadets our emphasis is leadership training using
awide variety of command tasks: a typical
scenario is that you have to lead a team, half

of whose members are temporarily blinded,
across a minefield to recover stolen radioactive
material utilizing equipment such as very short
planks, bits of rope and a rubber tyre. Sophie
Burdett, Elsa Hofland, Angus Roberston

and Siobhain Forbes became both adept and
entertaining at providing the 5th Formers with
SMEAC briefings and then guiding them through
effective execution of the tasks. As usual,

many different styles of leadership emerged:
gung-ho and straight at 'em [Rob Muir and
Matt Patterson), reserved and considered [Rosie
Brown and Finlay Stewart), not really sure what
I'm doing but we'll give it a go [Will Dallas and
Jack Waller), thoughtful and determined [James
Burdett and Hannah Sangster). All the cadets
developed a greater understanding of the theory
and practice of leading a team, something that
will assist them in whatever their chosen field.

The 5th Formers were also, for the first time
in many years, put through a series of tests to
assess if they had reached the required skills
levels for the award of the APC Advanced gold
badge. Many passed the practical patrolling
and command task activities but floundered
on the written military knowledge test. Jonny
Rutherford, Finlay Stewart and James Burdett
were the stand-out candidates amongst those
who passed first time. Elsa Hofland did a
cracking job as the platoon training coordinator.

The new routine of recruit training was working
well: each section underwent three different
forms of training throughout a Wednesday
afternoon, each lasting 30 minutes. As the
year went on the NCOs took more and more
responsibility for coordinating and executing the
training. Dan Adams taught drill and military
fitness, and was an effective organiser. Chris
McCarthy and Callum Dodd assisted Senorita
with weapon handling. Kirsty Muir ran the
fieldcraft training and testing with a little
assistance from Mrs Stuart. Olwyn Jenkins

and Lt Roberston were superb at teaching and
testing on first aid and casualty care. Sophie
Burdett and Siobhain Forbes injected fun and
enthusiasm into military knowledge training.

As recruit section commanders Colin Cordon,
Robbie MacDiarmid, Josh Johnstone and Euan
Cray deserve praise for their commitment,
leadership ability, resourcefulness and patience.
By the end of the training year 50 out of the 70
recruits had earned their APC red star award.
Fourteen of them passing all six tests first time
with distinction: Adam Bush, Mel Davy-Ericson,
Ewan Doig, Freya Ireland, Adam Smith, Rosalind
Coutts, Sophie Adams, James Boag, Fabienne
Roberston-Barnett, Isla Gordon, Ella McKay,
Danielle Watt and Jessica Woodcock. Maybe
they are the NCOs of the future.

The Army Dinner is a much-anticipated highlight
of the year but it became clear that due to our
increased numbers it was going to be difficult

to organise and would necessitate closing the
dining hall for normal dinner. The Contingent
Commander therefore decided that if we were
going to close the Hall then it should only be
once so why not have a whole contingent CCF
Dinner? That is indeed what happened on the
23rd of February. RSM Dan Adams was the lead
coordinator with much support from Severine
Thompson and Lt Roberston. The 100 diners
enjoyed Greek salad, fillet of Scottish beef,

and [very) sticky toffee pudding. The Dinner is
very much part of our training programme and
attendance helps to develop poise, manners, the
art of conversation, cutlery management and

an appreciation of catering organisation. It is a
formal but most enjoyable affair and ends up
with impromptu speeches concerning recalled
amusing events during training.

Sixty-six cadets came to CCF Central Camp at
Warcop, very much the climax of the training
year. There was a most varied programme
including: raft-building, obstacle course,
paint-ball team attack, afirst aid exercise,
climbing, kayaking, hill walking, ambush and
counter ambush infantry training, firing on the
dismounted close combat training range, map
reading, drill and a platoon attack range. Once
again our young cadets proved to be self-reliant,
resourceful, cheerful and determined. Even under
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Debating Society
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il Agree?
Feel insulted?
Want to have
your say?
Then perhaps
debating is for

you...

The STRATHALLIAN 2012-2013

fan of Twilight? Hunger Games?

Harry Potter? Not if ‘This House'

gets its way and puts 'age
certifications and restrictions on to books".
This was one of many arguments that
raged throughout 2012-2013 in the
atmospheric setting of the fiction library
as the members of Strathallan debSoc met
to challenge one another and themselves
to some verbal duelling. And if you could
not be trusted to read some fiction of
your choosing then you could certainly
not be allowed to watch any adverts as
‘this House' successfully argued that
‘advertisements aimed at children under 16
should be banned'. Agree? Feel insulted?
Want to have your say? Then perhaps

debating is for you.

The school has many talented (and even
quarrelsome] debaters, several competing

at national level in 2012-2013. UVI pupils
Frances Myatt and Kirsty Muir proved a
formidable team as they argued their way
straight to the finals of the Oxford University
Union Schools' Debating Competition in March.
They also found themselves in the equally
prestigious final of the Senior inter-House
debating competition but were denied the spoils
of victory (some Celebrations and the coveted
inter-House Quaich] by Georgina Howell and
Frances' long-term debating partner, Millie
Galashan of Woodlands House. James Cockburn
of Nicol House, arelative newcomer to debating
was awarded the best speaker prize for an
engaging and convincing performance.

Sarah Hollingsworth and Izzy Spence of
Glenbrae House were also newcomers to
debating this year but they stormed into the
regional final of the English Speaking Union
against some seasoned opponents and the
result very much hung on a knife-edge before
sadly going against them. A very strong pairing
indeed however, and now that they know their
'Madam Chair' from their 'Mr Speaker, Sir'

and their 'Points of information’ from their
supplementary' there will be no stopping them.

Another impressive junior pairing this year was
Adam Bush and Josh Sweeney who carried
victory for Nicol in the Junior inter-House
competition by arguing that mothers should
not be made to stay at home to look after their
children - women's rights activists breathe
easy. Adam also made a remarkable partner

to the equally talented Lucy Crabb and the
experience they have gained this year should
serve them well as they move into the realms of
senior competitions in the year ahead.

The society continues to act as a forum

for pupils of all ages who may wish to gain
confidence and experience of public speaking,
learn about current affairs and events or just
argue with one another. The Society welcomes
all and looks forward to seeing new and familiar
faces for another year of hotly-contested,
staunchly-fought and at times outlandishly-
thought-out arguments - do Blackberries really
lead to barbarism? Come along and find out.

DB
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e left Nicol House at the
ridiculous hour of 4 am to arrive
in Oban in time for our ferry.
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(Woodlands '07)

111 like that they all have their own personalities, both as

individuals and as groups. Some groups are notoriously lazy

and other groups get up much earlier than others and go

down much later. They are also pretty entertaining especially

when they start falling asleep at the burrow inthe morning

orevening and tumble over. It is really awesome being able

to work with them in the wild and be able to observe their

behaviour so closely...

achael has been working on the
Kalahari Meerkat Research Project
since February this year as a field

assistant.

What is your abiding memory of your time
at Strathallan?

All the school trips. Good memories of trips to
Germany and Spain as well as the biology trip to
Isle of Cumbrae and geography trip to Tentsmuir
Beach, both which gave me an idea of laboratory
and field work which | wanted to continue to do.

What did you do when you left
Strathallan?

Iwent on to study psychology at Northumbria
University and then my Masters in evolutionary
and behavioural ecology at the Cornwall Campus
of Exeter University.

How did you become involved in the
Meerkat research project?

The project is in its 20th year and some of

my lecturers at Exeter had been volunteers
themselves and recommended it as a great place
to get field experience, so | applied through

the website and then went for an interview

at Cambridge University. When |found out

I got the position | had a few months to get
everything ready for a year away.

What is the purpose of the research?

The main focus of the research is to study

the causes and consequences of cooperative
breeding in meerkats. Meerkats live in social
groups of 5 to 40 individuals where usually
only the dominant female and male breed and
subordinate individuals in the group help to raise
the pups.
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What is your typical day like?

At the moment we follow 15 different meerkat
groups. We get up have breakfast, boil eggs
for the meerkats and make our way out to one
of the groups at sunrise so that we are at the
burrow for the meerkats getting up. In summer
this means getting up at 4am and 6:30am in
winter.

When they get up they will spend some time
sunning themselves and grooming each other.
At the burrow we weigh all individuals in the
group; they can be tempted onto the scales for a
piece of hard boiled egg or drink of water. Once
they have started foraging we follow them for
three hours recording a variety of behavioural
data. After 3 hours we then weigh them again.

We then head back to our farmhouse for some
free time in the afternoon and to enter the data
collected. We head back out in the afternoon to
track the group (dominant females wear radio
collars) and follow them collecting data until
they return to their evening sleeping burrow and
weigh them again before they go below.

Then its back to the farmhouse for a communal
evening meal, free time and bed.

What do you like most about the
meerkats?

| like that they all have their own personalities,
both as individuals and as groups. Some groups
are notoriously lazy and other groups get up
much earlier than others and go down much
later. They are also pretty entertaining especially
when they start falling asleep at the burrow in
the morning or evening and tumble over. It is
really awesome being able to work with them in
the wild and be able to observe their behaviour
so closely.

Do you have a favourite?

| have a few favourites for different reasons.
Fran the Wu-man who loves egg so will come
straight to see you in the morning. Mayer
who is more nervous but with more care and

patience can be persuaded on to the scales.
Barbaloot who will jump on your shoulder at
any opportunity to get a better vantage point.
(Volunteers get the opportunity to name a litter
of pups during their time here].

Is there any involvement with tv
programmes?

We have film crews come out a couple of times
ayear filming for different nature programmes
and documentaries such as BBCs Africa and
most recently a new BBC nature series out next
year. It is exciting to see and be a part of the
whole process and to meet the teams behind
them.

What are conditions like in the desert?

Very hot in the summer with temperatures up
to 50 degrees but as low as -10 in the winter.
Based on average annual rainfall, most years the
area doesn't qualify as desert but it is very dry
and sparse this year due to the current drought
however there is still more vegetation around
than | had expected.

At any one time there can be up to 30 people
staying at the project, including around 10
meerkat volunteers, volunteers working with
ground squirrels, molerats and various bird
species as well as visiting academics. The
majority of people being based at our farmhouse
on the reserve. The farmhouse is basic, with
communal kitchen and living spaces with
running water and electricity, and 4 blocks of
basic rooms.

What do you do to relax while you are in
the desert?

There is a small old dam that we use as a
pool, we project movies, play games, go for
sundowners, go camping, walk or drive around
the reserve see the other wildlife there is to
see. We keep wildebeest, hartebeest, eland,
springbok and gemsbok on the reserve but
wildcats, caracals, jackals, aardvarks, monitor
lizards and porcupines can also be seen as well
as plenty of bird life.
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hen asked ifwe could

prepare an interview and

question the Editor ofthe

Sun, the most read paper
inthe UK itwas safe to say we felt nervous
and under pressure to take a professional
approach to the matter. Itwas, however,
highly successful and itwas a pleasure to
speak to David Dinsmore, a Strathallian,
on his life at Strathallan, his subsequent
career, and of course, congratulate him on
hisrecent appointmentas the Editor of The
Sun newspaper.

We began by asking Mr Dinsmore about his
time at Strathallan, and the highlights and
memories thatremainwith him. Having
attended Strathallan since Third Form, he

had experienced every year of senior school
life and believed it became better, and more
fun as he finally entered Sixth Form. His
particular highlights were “showing off” in
the school productions and appreciation ofthe
independence and confidence that resulted from
his five years boarding in Nicol House.

On leaving Strathallan, Mr Dinsmore applied for
and successfully obtained a place studying for a
journalism degree at Napier University, beating
1,500 other applicants to the 30-place course.

Ironically, after ayear, he decided instead

to pursue amore hands-on approach inthe
journalism industry by working at local papers
around Glasgow for three years and doing
various reportingjobs, which all culminated in
him beginning full time employment at News
International, aged 22. When asked ifuniversity
was an important step foryoung people to be
taking Mr Dinsmore said, “Itisagood buffer
between schooland employment and is part
ofamaturing phase”,but he still believes that
university isn't a necessity, it alldepends on the
careeryou wish to pursue.

The spark thatignited Mr Dinsmore's passion
forjournalism and media began aged 15, writing
Rugby match reports and small articles for the
School Magazine. However, with increasing
experience within the media sector he

“became more interested in the economic and
commercial side ofthings". Even now, as the
Editor he spends 30% of his time putting the
papertogether, and the rest of his time working
as amanager.
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Nicol '86

In June 2013, David was appointed to the role

of Editor of The Sun, following his previous
employment as Editor of The Scottish Sun.
When asked about the differences between

the two he said that “It's the same views and
techniques that need to be applied, juston a
bigger stage". With The Sunbeing published
seven days aweek, and operating on a 24-hour
time scale, Mr Dinsmore admits that it can

be incredibly tiring and the work load can be
daunting “trying to keep alevel and steady ship",
but he still very much enjoys the responsibilities
he's faced with. A bigchange he ishavingto
face isthat “every time lopen my mouth, itgets
reported!". Mr Dinsmore believed that he would
never be the editor, but“undoubtedly getting

to know the business side ofthings has helped
inform how I do this job".

Currently, there isahuge demand for
employmentwithin the Newspaper business,
Mr Dinsmore said thatwhen looking for new
journalists and reporters he seeks two main
attributes; hunger, and creativity, “willing(ness)
to do anything, atany time, for any hours.”
“News is aneed, notawant”and David strives to
find creative and intriguing people who can find
interesting and original articles on adaily basis.
He believes that “that’swhere the realvalue is”.

David wishes to leave the Strathallan student
body with the advice of "always believing in
yourselfand never giving up. Life and careers
aren'tthingsto travel into blindly, you can find
yourselves in periods of calm where things don't
happen and suddenly they will take offagain.

As longyou keep that ambition and keep on
working, then ultimately you'llget your reward”.

We would like to thank Mr Dinsmore for allowing
us to speak with him and celebrate his success in
this edition of the Strathallian and we wish him
allthe bestfor the future.

UVI Thornbank
UVI Ruthven

Sarah Nicol
Brendan Scott
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Obituaries

Alistair Meikle Pate

Ruthven '61
1943 - 2012

t school, Alistair was an

outstanding sportsman, excelling

at rugby, cricket and hockey. He
represented the Scottish Schools at rugby
against England in 1961. As a prize-
winning student at Strathallan, he gained
entry to Christ's College, Cambridge
in 1961. Playing wing forward for
Cambridge, he was very unlucky not to get
a Blue.

On graduating with a B.A. in Economics in
1964, Alistair returned to Edinburgh and
completed a C.A. degree with Graham, Smart
and Annan. During his time in Edinburgh, he
enjoyed playing rugby for Edinburgh Wanderers
and Edinburgh.

During Alistair's academic career, he made many
greatly valued life long friends.

Leaving Edinburgh, Alistair found employment
with Air Products, for whom he worked for
many years, both in South Africa and the UK.
Before retiring, he worked in London as Finance
Director of Calor Gas for five years.

After along illness bravely borne, Alistair

died at home in Pirbright, Surrey on 21st
December, 2012 and is survived by his wife,
Irene, daughter, Johanna, son, Michael and four
grandchildren.

Bill Pate

41Alistair was

an outstanding
sportsman, excelling
at rugby, cricket and
hockey. As aprize-
winning student at
Strathallan, he gained
entry to Christ’s
College, Cambridge in
1961...
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Deceased
Douglas A J Smith
Cordon S. Lowden
Alistair M. Pate
Chris Marsland
Alastair Hickman
1 Lennie

George Pate

Ben E Marr

Doug Hannah
Walter Russell Linn

Freeland

Nicol '44

Ruthven
Freeland
Simpson
Ruthven
Freeland
Freeland
Ruthven

Nicol '58

d4for at least twenty

years Ben never missed
the England v Scotland
game at Twickenham...

Ben E Marr CA
Freeland '49

en died in March of this year
after several years fighting a heart

condition.

His school career included being Captain
of Freeland, Tennis Champion '49, 1st XV
Rugby team where he was an outstanding
Wing - proving invaluable in the Sevens.

After becoming a Scottish Chartered Accountant
and serving two years in the Navy he went

to work for ITV in London. He spent his

entire business career with the Independent
Television company and was on the Board of
Directors.

He and his wife Angela lived in Bucks. He
also leaves a son, Ben, a daughter Alison and
four grandchildren.

Ben always had a large number of friends and
from the time he left Strathallan he and four
other members of the class of 1949 stayed

in touch over the years and for at least twenty
years never missed the England v Scotland game
at Twickenham, arriving for the biannual reunion
from wherever they were in the world.

'68 September 2004
November 2012
61 December 2012
'58 2013
‘01 March 2013
'92 January 2013
‘45 January 2013
‘49 March 2013
'58 May 2013
May 2013
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Prizewinners

The Smith Cup for Head Boy

The Morley Quaich for Head Girl

The Draper Cup for Deputy Head Boy
The Draper Cup for Deputy Head Girl
The Houston Prize for All Round Merit
The Scanlan Cup for Merit

The Thomson Salver for Achievement

The John Fulton Memorial Prize
for Overall Contribution

The Hayward Award for Citizenship
The Campbell Award for

Best All Round Sportsman

The Campbell Award for
Best All Round Sportswoman
Dux

The William Tattersall Art Prize
The David Bogie Prize for Economics
The Lord Kincraig Prize for English

The University of Dundee English
as an Additional Language Prize

The Richard Moffat Prize for History

The Robert Rankin Prize for Mathematics
The Wilfred Hoare Senior Reading Prize
The Gary Rogers Prize for Creative Writing
The Patrick Grandison Prize for Strings
The William Pasfield Salver for Music

The Robert Barr Memorial Prize for Music
The Choir Prize

The McMaster Quaich for Piping
Strathallan Travelling Scholarship [Music]
Strathallan Travelling Scholarship
[Modern Languages]

The Haviston Broadsword Prize

Quaich CCF Prize

Royal Navy Section Prize

The Rick Trophy Army Prize

UVI Form Prizes

UVI Art

UVI Biology A Level

UVI Business Management
UVI Business Studies

UVI Chemistry A Level

UVI Computing

UVI Design and Technology A Level
UVI Economics Higher

UVI English Higher

UVI French A Level

UVI French Higher

UVI Geography A Level

UVI Geography Higher

UVI German A Level

UVI German Higher

UVI History and Modern Studies
UVI Human Biology

UVI Information Systems
UVI Latin

UVI Mathematics Higher
UVI Music A Level

UVI Music Higher

UVI Physical Education
UVI Physics A Level

UVI Physics Higher

UVI RMPS

UVI Spanish A Level

Lower Sixth Prizes
LVI Art AS

LVI Biology AS

LVI Biology Higher
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James Spalding
Millie Galashan
George Horne
Sophie Burdett
Edward Lau
Sophie Burdett
Jenny Summersgill
Olwyn Jenkins

Ailsa Clifford
George Horne

Rachael Campbell

Adeeb Naasan and
Flora Hay [Joint]
Callum Todd

Ina Drouven
Frances Myatt
Sun Ruizhe [Rena]

Harriet Smith
Edward Lau
Frances Myatt
Gemma Howard-Vyse
Edward Lau

Katie Rutherford
David Forrest
Sophie Burdett
Harry Richards
Pim Piamjariyakul
Katharine Griffiths

Daniel Adams

Josh Martin
Severine Thompson
Olwyn Jenkins

Andrina Dew
Eilidh Gibson
George Horne
Craig Rintoul
Sophie Burdett
Bato-Bair Tsyrenov
Adam Shakor
David Forrest
David Forrest

Ina Drouven

Amy Grant
Olwyn Jenkins
Rachael Campbell
Linda Gordon
Hannah Pitts
George Horne
Adam Shakor
Charles Beamish
Frances Myatt
Murdo Maclver
Katie Rutherford
David Forrest
George Horne
Edward Lau

katie Anne Mclvor
Kirsty Muir

Millie Galashan

Hannah Lochhead
Motoko Otomo
Anni Arthur

LVI
LVI
LVI
LVI
LVI
LVI
LVI
LVI
LVI
LVI
LVI
LVI
LVI
LVI
LVI
LVI
LVI
LVI
LVI
LVI
LVI
LVI
LVI
LVI
LVI
LVI
LVI
You

Business Management Higher
Business Studies AS
Chemistry AS

Chemistry Higher
Classical Civilisation AS
Computing AS

Computing Higher

Design Technology AS
Design Technology Higher
Economics AS

Economics Higher

English

French AS

Geography AS

Geography Higher
German AS

German Higher

History AS

History Higher
Mathematics AS
Mathematics Higher
Music AS

Music Higher

Physical Education Higher
Physics AS

RMPS Higher

Spanish AS

ng Enterprise

Fifth Form Prizes

Vth
Vth
Vth
Vth
Vth
Vth
Vth
Vth
Vth
Vth
Vth
Vth
Vth
Vth
Vth
Vth
Vth

Fou
IVth
IVth
IVth
IVth
IVth
IVth
IVth
IVth
IVth
IVth
IVth
IVth
IVth
IVth
IVth
IVth
IVth

Form Art

Form Biology

Form Business Studies
Form Chemistry

Form Computing

Form Design Technology
Form English

Form French

Form Geography

Form German

Form History

Form Latin

Form Mathematics
Form Music

Form Physics

Form PE

Form Spanish

rth Form Prizes

Form Art

Form Biology

Form Business Studies
Form Chemistry

Form Computing

Form Design STechnology
Form English

Form French

Form Geography

Form German

Form History

Form Latin

Form Mathematics
Form Music

Form Physics

Form PE

Form Spanish

Third Form
Angus Lapslie
Andrew Smith

Jayp

at Piamjariyakul

Gregor Leighton
Kara Tripney
Motoko Otomo
Gregor Leighton
Motoko Otomo
Greig Meiklem
Colin Gordon
Rory Wood
Jamie Corbett

Robbie MacDiarmid

Ross Buchanan

Katharine Griffiths

Josie Dibnah

Connor Ovenstone

Anni Arthur
Lisa Davidson
Josh Martin
Josie Dibnah
Josh Martin

Robbie MacDiarmid

Lynn [Runfei] Lin
Isla Cameron
Colin Gordon
Anni Arthur
Finlay Kettles
Josh Martin
Scott Haldane
Holly McLean

Lorna Brown
James Burdett
Tony Tong
Tony Tong
Finlay Stewart
James Burdett
Emma Morris
Emma Morris
Emma Morris
Nicholas Heaney
Emma Morris
Rosie Brown
Tony Tong

Johnny Rutherford

James Burdett
Kate Spalding
James Burdett

Melissa Davy-Ericsson

Josh Sweeney
Eleanor McKay
Josh Sweeney
Lucy Crabb

Melissa Davy-Ericsson

Zoe Morris
Pippa Wood
Zoe Morris
Pippa Wood
Lucy Crabb
Zoe Morris
Zoe Morris
Delphine Mahos
Zoe Morris
Rhys Connah
Adam Bush

Jamie Miller
Emily Watt
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Staff Valete

Nick Du Boulay

On a cold January day some forty years
ago an athletic young manwith a happy,
nay almost cherubic, smile arrived in
frozen Forgandenny fresh from the
frantic world of the London Stockmarket.
Little did the poor innocent know that his
sentence was to last well in excess ofa
hundred terms.

Nick, as an Old Harrovian, was no stranger to
the world of the boarding school and just as
well. It was not the 21st century Strathallan

of carpets, computers and central heating.

It was the early 1970s and Nick's sleeping
accommodation was a cold, airless cell
surrounded by dormitories of near-savages. He
felt very much at home.

In recent years, because of his Careers
commitment, NTHDuB has taught mainly the
Third Form. For most of his teaching time he
taught right across the board, happiest perhaps
with the Sixth Form where his examination of
the exploits of the Hellfire Club was properly
appreciated. In fact, he was avery good
historian from an outstanding department

at Warwick and, in spite of an unstuffy
approach, taught with careful preparation and
thoroughness. Work was corrected and marked
and orders and reports produced always on
time. The same approach he has applied to
Careers.

It was, however, as a Housemaster and Tutor
that Nick made his greatest contribution and,
Ithink, derived his greatest enjoyment. In the
Simpson House Report of 1979 he wrote

"The House has had to face the traumatic
experience of a new Housemaster. Fortunately
the simultaneous arrival of a snooker table
meant that most people were too busy to
notice." The wording is revealing, showing that
self-deprecatory modesty which is so much a
part of him. In fact Nick's pastoral approach was
much more serious than he liked to pretend. He
thought deeply about the welfare and happiness
of those in his House but would rather suffer an
evening of highland country dancing than say
so. He took a low-profile approach but missed
very little, knowing when to intervene but also,
just as important, when not to interfere. He
expected commitment. Again, in his own words
-"Ultimately a House is not about its stars, its
individual and collective successes, but about
the willingness of each and every member to
pull his weight." He produced a House of great
spirit and supported his successors with loyalty,
wisdom and non-interference.

Nick was a talented sportsman in his own
right. As a batsman he was a courageous and
effective player of fast bowling, with an almost
obsessive dislike of scoring in front of the
wicket. As a Scrum Half he had a bullet-like
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pass and a shoulder charge like that of an angry
bison, qualities much appreciated in places as
diverse as Football Lane and Venice where his
skills were purchased exclusively for antipasti
and vino rosso. Coif course, squash court,
tennis court (on or off a bicycle] have all borne
witness to his abilities and it is, of course, fitting
that an Old Harrovian should have made an
impression on professional football between
the sticks as Nick did at a trial for Cardiff FC.
More significantly, however, has been the help
he has given to others, particularly in rugby and
cricket. In rugby, either coaching his own side or
individual scrum halves (failing only to persuade
Edward Anderson he should be a flanker] he
had great success. As a referee he was both fair
and sympathetic (a great favourite on the Prep
School circuit]. As a cricket coach, after running
successful junior sides, he worked on batsmen,
having a particular genius for turning good
players into excellent ones. As a 1st XI umpire
he was simply the best on the circuit, combining
good judgement and fairness with humour. The
advice he gave to those in charge of the 1st XI
was always worth listening to but never given
unasked-for.

There is so much else that could be covered:
Nick's alchemistic genius at mixing Pimms,
Bloody Mary or Gluhwein; the unerring ability
of his dogs to discover bins; his sartorial taste
-the self-destructing suit from the Orient;

his enigmatic statements; his destruction of
furniture and fittings and others' destruction of
gadgets of his.

| have gone on too long already but | make no
apology. For some forty years Nick has been
an integral part of Strathallan. Throughout
that time, in good times and in bad, he has
been the model of a true gentleman; polite and
courteous, unselfish, loyal and kind. Above

all there has been his utter integrity. Certainly
not as young as he was; possibly not quite as
athletic but, if you look carefully, there is still
more than avestige of the cherubic smile.

Robert Proctor

Valerie McKay

Valerie McKay came to Strathallan
in 1998, leaving the post of Librarian
inWest Lothian College. Having also
trained as a primary teacher, she was
ideally placed to run aschool library.

What would one want most from a school
librarian? Most important, surely, would be a
passion for books and the ability to transmit
that passion to the pupils. Val certainly fulfilled
that criterion. Whenever a pupil - or a teacher
- approached her with an enquiry about a title,
or an author, or atopic to be studied, she would
do her very best to find suitable texts. She
was always ahead of everyone else in knowing
which books and trends were, or were going to
be, popular. She involved our young people in
following the latest book awards and in reading
the short-listed texts, as well as encouraging
them to take part in national competitions to
write book reviews, a number of the entries
achieving considerable success.

The library area and the corridor to the English
Department were a constant, colourful source
of interest with her ever-changing displays of
themed texts and pupils' work.

As well as being librarian, Val, during her

time at Strathallan, became qualified as a
specialist teacher of pupils with specific learning
difficulties and was thus a great source of

help to the Support for Learning Department,
in particular by supporting pupils' reading
progress. She also worked with the PSD
Department's programme of careers and study
skills teaching.

Val's dedication to the task of promoting
reading, her calm manner and her wry sense of
humour will be greatly missed at Strathallan. We
wish her a long and happy retirement in which
she can enjoy her love of theatre - and also, of
course, of reading.

IIMcF
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A Kilted Ukrainian
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li Before coming
herel had never
imagined that|
would try to play
golfeither. I did

ince 199G more than 300

teachers from Eastern

European countries have
joined British independent schools
for an academic yearwithin
the HMC project. It provides an
opportunity to gain experience
ofthe UK educational system,
getto know the British way oflife
and to improve one’s command of
English. Once you have won access
to the projectinyour country
youwilljoinaprogramme which
includes lesson observation and
teaching, assistance with pastoral
duties and responsibilities ina
Boarding House, and involvement
in sport or other extra-curricular
activities.

All this starts with an Orientation course
at Cambridge University demonstrating
the difference between the educational
systems in your country and those in the
United Kingdom. You will meet highly-
qualified professionals who
provide useful tips for your
future training experience,
and have the chance to make
new friends from other
European countries. It was

a great honour and pleasure
for me to be a representative
from the Ukraine and to
have had this experience

at Strathallan School in

draw the line at Scotland.

eating haggis

though!

Scotland is a place of
beautiful landscapes,
daunting castles, ancient
churches and spectacular
rivers with imposing bridges
such as the road and railway bridges over
the Firth of Forth. Legends of powerful
Scots with their Kings and Knights
suddenly become credible. The avenue
of magnificent trees lining the drive into
Strathallan gives you a feeling of style and
longevity. | began to feel the meaning of
the traditional hospitality of the Scottish
clansmen as | was welcomed into the
community, even if Miss Laurie's accent
seemed impenetrable at the start (Well,
Olena, you see, the thing is... Ed],

Teaching English as an Additional
Language to some of the non-native
speakers was a challenging experience.
Iwas very lucky to have had Mrs Traude
Ailinger as a Head of EAL Department.
She, in a kind and helpful way, coaxed me
into what was expected from both me and

my pupils. She was much more supportive
than a mere line manager and became

my mentor at Strathallan. Working under
her guidance | acquired a lot of essential
teaching and life skills.

Being a foreigner myself gave me the
advantage of understanding the challenges
that a different educational system and
environment pose for foreigners far

from home and their individual comfort
zones. Working with small groups in a
class enabled me to pay attention to each
individual EAL pupil. 1 can compare them
with gemstones, where each pupil was a
bright element comprising one piece of

a colourful picture. For my part, | learnt
a great deal not only about the pupils'
countries but their culture, interests and
how they thought.

My responsibilities included a wide range
of what happens in a boarding school;
being involved in music, art, games, and
not only having pastoral duties but acting
as a big sister to many of the girls. Iwas
delighted to find that Strathallan laid on all
sorts of social events for the international
community combining their own and
British traditions. All these events helped
me to develop my own skills and interests.
A great number of different matches were
played by the school teams during the year:
hockey, cricket, badminton, basketball,
netball and, the most exciting new game
for me, rugby. Strathallan School even
played in the Scottish Schools' Rugby
final. Before coming here | had never
imagined that | would try to play golf,
either. 1did draw the line at eating haggis
though! Strathallan is a place where not
only pupils can find any imaginable means
of improvement - it is a place where there
truly are "Opportunities for all to excel".

Being resident and working at Strathallan
School was a new, unforgettable and
life-changing experience. The HMC project
is an eye-opening programme which |

can recommend strongly. | have met a
remarkable range of people from all over
the world and hope that they will be my
lifelong friends. This experience will remain
in my heart and |will carry it all through

my life.

Olena Tantsiura
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Surname

Adams
Arnot
Bannerman
Bauer
Beamish
Brazier
Brown
Brown
Burdett
Burton
Campbell
Campbell
Cheape
Cheape
Clayton
Clayton
Clayton
Coleman
Coleman
Cook
Crawford
Culham
Culham
Dallas
Dayab
Dew
Dimitrov
Dinsmore
Dodd
Drouven
Erhahon
Fagerson
Ferguson
Ferguson
Fernandes
Fletcher
Forbes

Forn
Canabate

Forrest
Galashan
Galashan
Gibson
Glasgow
Gloag
Gordon
Grant

Greer

Preferred Initi'ls Boarding

Name

Daniel

Sophie

Alexander

Alex
Charles
Seb
Cameron
Fergus
Sophie
Jack
Kitty
Rachael
Emma
Sarah
Euan
James
Sarah
Ella
Lucy
Sandy
Megan
Lily
Sam
will
Nora
Andrina
Stoyan
Jamie
Calum
Ina

0G
Zander
David
William
Abraham
Callum
Siobhain

Francesc

David
Millie
Cosmo
Eilidh
Laura
Antony
Linda
Amy

Hazel

DT
SH
Al
AD
CFC
SAG

FR
SC

CJD
RC
EC

ERL
JAL
SAL
EF
LC
Al

LA
SD
W1l

AS

JWJ
CML

SJ

CSE
CJF
EC
LSA
Al

AA
HJ

House

Freeland
Woodlands
Ruthven
Freeland
Simpson
Nicol
Simpson
Ruthven
Woodlands
Simpson
Glenbrae
Thornbank
Thornbank
Thornbank
Freeland
Simpson
Riley
Woodlands
Woodlands
Freeland
Glenbrae
Woodlands
Ruthven
Nicol
Thornbank
Glenbrae
Ruthven
Nicol

Nicol
Glenbrae
Thornbank
Nicol

Nicol
Freeland
Nicol
Freeland
Thornbank

Ruthven

Simpson
Woodlands
Simpson

Glenbrae

Ruthven

Thornbank
Woodlands
Thornbank
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Enrolment
Date

01/09/2005
01/09/2008
01/09/2006
05/09/2012
01/09/2007
01/09/2010
10/01/2011
01/09/2008
01/09/2006
07/09/2011
07/09/2011
01/09/2008
01/09/2005
01/09/2009
01/09/2010
01/09/2010
01/09/2010
01/09/2008
01/09/2008
01/09/2006
21/04/2009
07/09/2011
07/09/2011
01/09/2010
05/09/2012
01/09/2008
07/09/2011
01/09/2008
01/09/2008
07/09/2011
01/09/2010
07/09/2011
07/09/2011
07/09/2011
09/01/2012
01/09/2009
01/09/2004
07/09/2011

07/09/2011
01/09/2008
01/09/2006
01/09/2007
01/09/2005
01/09/2009
01/09/2007
01/09/2009
01/09/2008

Leaving
Date

29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
13/12/2012
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
28/08/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013

29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
22/04/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013

Leaving
Year
Group

13
13
13
11
13
11
9

13
13
13
13
13
13
13
9

10
7

13
13
13
11
13
13
11
10
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
10

13
13
13
13
13
12
13
13
11

Surname

Grieve
Guest
Guz
Hasanli
He
Hofland
Horne
Huang
Iroro

Irvine-
Fortescue

Jenkins

Johnston

Preferred Initials Boarding

Name

Ross
Katie
Agata
Valid
Yiliang
Elsa
George
Ying
Ovie

Camilla

Olwyn

Tomas

Khusyaynov Damir

Knowles

Kong

Konkina

Koutstaal
Kuan
Kudehinbu
Lai

Lau

Lavrov

Li
Macdonald
MacGregor
MacGregor
Maclver
MacLeod
Magumba
Manos
Manos
Marshall
McAlister
McCarthy
McClure
Mclvor
Mendelson
Middleton
Milford
Morris
Morris

Muir

Christy

Chun Ho
[Ryan)

Polina
CPasha]

Roos
Syazirah
Mariam
Derek
Edward
Nikita
Lisa
Hannah
Guy
Logan
Murdo
Ellie
Maia
Hermes
Orpheas
Martin
Kevin
Chris
Jess
Katie Anne
Claire
Scott
Michael
Arthur
Tom

Kirsty

Ho Tung
[Cyrus)

RM
KCC

OR
CJ

ov
TWA

CF
CH

RJ

MO

CH

CCM
LAM
MS

o8}
JR
KA
CL
SA

House

Freeland
Clenbrae
Glenbrae
Ruthven
Ruthven
Thornbank:
Simpson
Nicol

Nicol

Thornbank

Woodlands
Freeland
Freeland
Woodlands

Simpson

Thornbank

Woodlands
Thornbank
Thornbank
Simpson
Ruthven
Simpson
Clenbrae
Glenbrae
Ruthven
Ruthven
Nicol
Woodlands
Woodlands
Ruthven
Ruthven
Freeland
Nicol

Nicol

Riley
Woodlands
vvooaianas
Ruthven
Freeland
Riley

Riley
Thornbank
Thornbank
Freeland

Nicol

Enrolment
Date

05/09/2012
01/09/2010
07/09/2011
07/09/2011
01/09/2010
01/09/2010
01/09/2009
07/09/2011
07/09/2011
07/09/2011

01/09/2006
06/01/2010
01/09/2008
01/09/2008
16/02/2009

01/09/2008

05/09/2012
07/09/2011
01/09/2007
07/09/2011
07/09/2011
01/09/2010
07/09/2011
07/09/2011
01/09/2008
01/09/2007
01/09/2009
07/09/2011
01/09/2008
01/09/2009
01/09/2009
01/09/2008
01/09/2007
01/09/2008
05/09/2012
07/09/2011
ui/ua/zuub
07/09/2011
07/09/2005
01/09/2010
07/09/2011
01/09/2009
01/09/2007
05/09/2012
01/09/2008

Leaving
Date

27/09/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
20/08/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013

29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013

29/06/2013

29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
03/09/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013

Leaving
Year
Group

10
13
13
11
13
13
13
13
13
13

13
13
13
13
13

13

13
13
13
13
11
13
13

13
13
11

10
13
13
13

13
13
12
13
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Surname Preferred Initials Boarding

Name
Niven David
O'Brien Declan
O'Shea Beth
Peeters Monty
Pitts Hannah
Purvis Ashley
Rintoul Craig
Rutherford Katie
Sadovych  Vova
Shakor Adam
Shen Qian

[Rinko)
Smith Harriet
Smoljanitski Peter
Spalding James
Summersgill Jenny
Sun Rena
Talipova Gaydelia
Tang Connie
Taylor Sacha
Thompson Severine
Thoms Jayne
Thomson Morgen
Todd Callum
Tsyrenov Bato-Bair
Turner Matthew
Wilson Julia
Wolff Verena
Younger Anna
Yuen Ho Ka

[Eason]
Zaczek Mark
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DG
DR
BJ
MDF
HKJ

HRC
PA
JA
JA

SM
SFG

MEG
cw

MJ
JD
\All
AC
HK

M D

House

Simpson
Nicol
Woodlands
Freeland
Thornbank
Woodlands
Ruthven
Glenbrae
Nicol
Ruthven

Glenbrae

Glenbrae
Simpson
Ruthven
Woodlands
Glenbrae
Thornbank
Thornbank
Woodlands
Thornbank
Thornbank
Woodlands
Simpson
Simpson
Freeland
Glenbrae
Glenbrae
Woodlands

Freeland

Simpson

Enrolment
Date

07/09/2011
01/09/2010
07/09/2011
01/09/2007
01/09/2010
01/09/2007
01/09/2008
09/01/2012
07/01/2008
01/09/2009
01/09/2009

01/09/2007
05/09/2012
01/09/2008
01/09/2005
07/09/2011
01/09/2009
07/09/2011
01/09/2008
01/09/2008
01/09/2008
01/09/2008
01/09/2010
01/09/2008
05/09/2012
07/09/2011
05/09/2012
01/09/2008
01/09/2009

01/09/2008

Leaving
Date

29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
03/09/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013

29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013
29/06/2013

29/06/2013

Leaving
Year
Group

13
11
11
11
13
12
13
13
13
13
13

13
12
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
12
13
13

13
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&

Wl

And you should have seen the one
that got away.

On balance, PK, | preferred the shorts.

No, Headmaster, I definitely haven't
heard that one before.

&%) ‘'O, my father was an Orrrr..' 4
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