
We  re s e r ve  t h e  r i g h t  t o  r e m ove  a  s c h o l a r s h i p  i f ,  a f t e r  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  a l l
r e l e va n t  p a r t i e s ,  i t  i s  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  p u p i l  n o  l o n g e r  m e e t s  t h e
e x p e c ta t i o n s  we  h a ve  o f  a  s c h o l a r .  T h a t  s a i d ,  i t  i s  i m p o r ta n t  t h a t
S c h o l a r s h i p  a t  S t ra t h a l l a n  i s  c h a ra c t e r i s e d  by  p o s i t i v i t y,  i n s p i ra t i o n  a n d
a s p i ra t i o n .  

We  w i l l  n o t ,  t h e re fo re ,  h a ve  r e a s s e s s m e n t  t e s t s  o r  e xa m i n a t i o n s .  S u c h  t e s t s
wo u l d ,  i n  o u r  o p i n i o n ,  e xe r t  u n d u e  s t r e s s  ra t h e r  t h a n  t h e  a p p ro p r i a t e
c h a l l e n g e  we  a re  s e e k i n g .  

T h e  k ey  fa c to r  i n  r e ta i n i n g  a  s c h o l a r s h i p ,  t h e re fo re ,  i s  e n t h u s i a s t i c
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  s c h o l a r s h i p  p ro g ra m m e .  We  w i l l  m o n i t o r  i n d i v i d u a l
p ro g re s s  o n  a n  o n g o i n g  b a s i s  a n d  h a ve  d i s c u s s i o n s  a b o u t  r e t e n t i o n  w h e re
a p p ro p r i a t e  o r  n e c e s s a r y.

S e a n  H a m i l l
H e a d  o f  S c h o l a r s ,  A u g u s t  2 02 6

R e t e n t i o n  o f  S c h o l a r s h i p   |

G e n e ra l

· H ow  d o e s  t h e  s c h o o l  e n s u re  t h a t  t h e  wo r k l o a d  i s  b a l a n c e d  a n d  t h e
s c h o l a r s h i p  i s  n o t  p u t t i n g  t o o  m u c h  p re s s u re  o n  m y  c h i l d ’s  wo r k l o a d .
We  wo r k  w i t h  t h e  m a n t ra  o f  ‘ s o m e  p re s s u re  –  g o o d ,  t o o  m u c h  p re s s u re  –
b a d ’ .  A l l  o u r  p u p i l s ’  wo r k l o a d s  a re  m o n i t o re d  by  t u t o r s ,  t h e  h o u s e  p a s to ra l
t e a m  a n d  t h e  t e a c h e r s  i n  g e n e ra l ,  s c h o l a r s  a re  n o  e xc e p t i o n .  W h i l s t  t h e re
a re  h e i g h t e n e d  e x p e c ta t i o n s  fo r  s c h o l a r s ,  we  a re  we l l - u s e d  t o  f i n d i n g  t h e
i d e a l  b a l a n c e  a n d  we  w i l l  a l wa y s  wo r k  t o  f i n d  t h e  r i g h t  b a l a n c e  d e p e n d i n g
o n  i n d i v i d u a l  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  a n d  e x p e c ta t i o n s .

·W h a t  i f  m y  c h i l d  wa n t s  t o  g i ve  u p  a  s c h o l a r s h i p
O c c a s i o n a l l y,  a  p u p i l  w i l l  s i m p l y  n o t  b e  m o t i va t e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  w i t h  a
s c h o l a r s h i p .  We  w i l l ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  h a ve  d i s c u s s i o n s  t o  d e te r m i n e  w h y  t h i s  i s
t h e  c a s e ,  b u t  t h e  l a s t  t h i n g  we  wa n t  i s  fo r  p u p i l s  t o  fe e l  u n d u e  p re s s u re .
T h e re  a re  a  va r i e t y  o f  s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  s c h o l a r s h i p  fe e
re m i s s i o n  w h i c h  c a n  b e  d i s c u s s e d  b e t we e n  t h e  s c h o o l  a n d  t h e  p a re n t s .  I n
t h e  e n d  we  w i l l  c o m e  t o  a  d e c i s i o n  b a s e d  o n  w h a t  i s  r i g h t  fo r  t h e
i n d i v i d u a l  p u p i l .

S c h o l a r s h i p  F A Q s   |
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Ac a d e m i c

·W i l l  a  p o o r  e xa m  re s u l t  p u t  m y  c h i l d ’s  a c a d e m i c  s c h o l a r s h i p  a  r i s k
P e r h a p s .  T h e  a c a d e m i c  s c h o l a r s h i p  i s  b a s e d  o n  a c a d e m i c  p e r fo r m a n c e  i n
t h e  t o p  1 0 %  o f  p u p i l s  a t  t h e  s c h o o l ,  s o  ove ra l l  a c a d e m i c  p e r fo r m a n c e  i s
i m p o r ta n t .  E x i s t i n g  a c a d e m i c  s c h o l a r s h i p s ,  fo r  e xa m p l e ,  w i l l  b e  c o n f i r m e d
fo r  t h e  S i x t h  F o r m  b a s e d  o n  ove ra l l  p e r fo r m a n c e  i n  t h e  G C S E  r e s u l t s .  T h a t
s a i d ,  we  wo u l d  n o t  r e m ove  a n  a c a d e m i c  s c h o l a r s h i p  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  o d d ,
u n c h a ra c t e r i s t i c  e xa m  re s u l t .  

· H ow  d o  I  a p p l y  fo r  a  T h i rd  F o r m  ( Ye a r  9 )  a c a d e m i c  s c h o l a r s h i p  i f  m y  c h i l d
i s  a l r e a d y  i n  t h e  P re p  S c h o o l ?
T h i rd  F o r m  a c a d e m i c  s c h o l a r s h i p  a re  a wa rd e d  by  a p p l y i n g  t h ro u g h  t h e
fo l l ow i n g  p ro c e s s  i n  M a rc h  o f  S e c o n d  F o r m  ( Ye a r  8 )

B o t h  i n t e r n a l  a n d  e x t e r n a l  T h i rd  F o r m  s c h o l a r s h i p s  a re  a wa rd e d  v i a :
i . A  f u l l  r e p o r t  a n d  r e fe re n c e  f r o m  t h e  c a n d i d a te ’s  c u r r e n t  s c h o o l  i n
a d va n c e  o f  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  d a y
i i . A  9 0  m i n u t e  o n l i n e  c o g n i t i v e  a b i l i t i e s  a s s e s s m e n t
i i i . A s s e s s m e n t s  i n  E n g l i s h  a n d  M a t h e m a t i c s
i v. A s s e s s m e n t s  i n  t wo  f u r t h e r  s u b j e c t s  f r o m  t h e  fo l l ow i n g :  C o m b i n e d
S c i e n c e ,  F r e n c h ,  G e o g ra p h y,  H i s t o r y,  La t i n  o r  D e s i g n  Te c h n o l o g y
v. A n  i n t e r v i ew  w i t h  t h e  D e p u t y  H e a d  Ac a d e m i c  a n d  t h e  H e a d  o f  S c h o l a r s .

P i p i n g  &  D r u m m i n g
 
·A re  i n s t r u m e n t s  p rov i d e d  by  t h e  s c h o o l ?
D r u m m e r s  -  Ye s ,  t h e  s c h o o l  p rov i d e s  d r u m s  fo r  p i p e  b a n d  eve n t s  a n d
p e r fo r m a n c e s .  P i p e r s  a re  e x p e c t e d  t o  h a ve  a c c e s s  t o  t h e i r  ow n  c h a n te r s
a n d /o r  s e t  o f  p i p e s .

·W h a t  i s  t h e  t i m e  c o m m i t m e n t?
S t u d e n t s  c a n  e x p e c t :
i . 1 –2  r e h e a r s a l s  p e r  we e k

1 . O n e  we e k l y  l e s s o n
2 . Ad d i t i o n a l  r e h e a r s a l s  p r i o r  t o  m a j o r  p e r fo r m a n c e s
3 . Pa r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  s c h o o l  eve n t s  a n d  s e l e c t e d  c o m p e t i t i o n s

T h e  p ro g ra m  re q u i r e s  d e d i c a t i o n  b u t  i s  s t r u c t u re d  t o  s u p p o r t  b a l a n c e d
s c h o o l  i n vo l ve m e n t .

· C a n  m y  c h i l d  p a r t i c i p a te  i n  o t h e r  e x t ra c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s?
Ye s .  M a n y  s c h o l a r s h i p  r e c i p i e n t s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  b a l a n c e  p i p i n g  a n d  d r u m m i n g
w i t h  s p o r t ,  a c a d e m i c  c l u b s ,  a n d  o t h e r  m u s i c  e n s e m b l e s .  G o o d  t i m e
m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a re  e n c o u ra g e d .

S p o r t

· D o  s p o r t s  s c h o l a r s  r e c e i ve  s u p p o r t  i n  m a n a g i n g  t h e i r  a c a d e m i c  a n d
e x t ra c u r r i c u l a r  c o m m i t m e n t s?
Ye s .  M a n y  o f  o u r  s c h o l a r s h i p  r e c i p i e n t s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  b a l a n c e  t h e i r  s p o r t i n g
c o m m i t m e n t s  a l o n g s i d e  a c a d e m i c  wo r k  a n d  o t h e r  c o - c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s .
We  a c t i ve l y  e n c o u ra g e  g o o d  t i m e  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  o p e n  c o m m u n i c a t i o n .
T h e  D i r e c to r  o f  S p o r t  a n d  H e a d s  o f  S p o r t  wo r k  c l o s e l y  w i t h
H o u s e m a s t e r s /m i s t r e s s e s  a n d  a c a d e m i c  t u t o r s  t o  e n s u re  t h a t  s p o r t s
s c h o l a r s  a re  we l l  s u p p o r t e d  i n  m a n a g i n g  t h e i r  t i m e  e f fe c t i ve l y  a c ro s s
a c a d e m i c  a n d  e x t ra c u r r i c u l a r  c o m m i t m e n t s .

· D o e s  s c h o o l  s p o r t  t a ke  p r i o r i t y  ove r  c l u b  s p o r t ?
W h e re  c l a s h e s  o c c u r ,  we  d o  a s k  t h a t  s c h o o l  s p o r t  t a ke s  p r i o r i t y  ove r  c l u b
c o m m i t m e n t s .  H oweve r ,  t h e  D i r e c to r  o f  S p o r t  w i l l  l i a i s e  w i t h  p a re n t s  i n
s u c h  s i t u a t i o n s  a n d  a i m s  t o  b e  a s  s u p p o r t i ve  a n d  f l e x i b l e  a s  p o s s i b l e
w h e re  a p p ro p r i a t e .



M u s i c

· H ow  a re  M u s i c  S c h o l a r s h i p s  a wa rd e d ?
M u s i c  S c h o l a r s h i p s  a re  a wa rd e d  fo l l ow i n g  a n  a s s e s s m e n t  by  m e m b e r s  o f
t h e  M u s i c  D e p a r t m e n t .  F i n a l  d e c i s i o n s  a re  b a s e d  o n  a u d i t i o n  p e r fo r m a n c e ,
m u s i c a l  p o te n t i a l ,  a n d  ove ra l l  s u i t a b i l i t y  fo r  t h e  p ro g ra m m e .

·W h a t  d o e s  t h e  a u d i t i o n  i n vo l ve?
i . I n t e r v i ew  w i t h  t h e  H e a d  o f  M u s i c
i i . P e r fo r m  t wo  c o n t ra s t i n g  p i e c e s  o n  t h e i r  f i r s t  i n s t r u m e n t
i i i . P e r fo r m  o n e  p i e c e  o n  t h e i r  s e c o n d  i n s t r u m e n t  ( i f  a p p l i c a b l e )
i v.C o m p l e t e  b r i e f  a u ra l  a n d  s i g h t - r e a d i n g  t e s t

·W h e n  s h o u l d  m u s i c  c o p i e s  b e  s u b m i t t e d ?
P h o to c o p i e s  o f  b o t h  t h e  s o l o  p a r t  a n d  p i a n o  a c c o m p a n i m e n t  m u s t  b e
e m a i l e d  o r  p o s t e d  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  a t  l e a s t  t wo  we e k s  b e fo re  t h e  a u d i t i o n .

D ra m a

·W h a t  q u a l i t i e s  a re  yo u  l o o k i n g  fo r  i n  a  s c h o l a r ?
We  l o o k  fo r  yo u n g  p e o p l e  w h o  d e m o n s t ra t e  p a s s i o n ,  c o m m i t m e n t ,
p o te n t i a l ,  a n d  a  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  t a ke  p a r t  i n  s c h o o l  p ro d u c t i o n s  a n d  c o -
c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s .  We  va l u e  t e a c h a b i l i t y  a n d  e n t h u s i a s m  a s  m u c h  a s
p o l i s h e d  s k i l l .

·W h a t  l e ve l  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  d o e s  m y  c h i l d  n e e d ?
A p p l i c a n t s  c o m e  f ro m  va r i e d  b a c kg ro u n d s .  We  a s s e s s  p o te n t i a l  a n d
c o m m i t m e n t  j u s t  a s  h i g h l y  a s  e x p e r i e n c e .

·W i l l  h o l d i n g  a  s c h o l a r s h i p  a f fe c t  m y  c h i l d ’s  a c a d e m i c  t i m e ta b l e?
S c h o l a r s  fo l l ow  t h e  s a m e  a c a d e m i c  t i m e ta b l e  a s  a l l  p u p i l s  b u t  a re
e x p e c t e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a te  f u l l y  i n  r e h e a r s a l s  a n d  a r t i s t i c  c o m m i t m e n t s .  We
wo r k  w i t h  fa m i l i e s  t o  m a i n ta i n  a  h e a l t h y  b a l a n c e .

·W h a t  a d d i t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  d o  s c h o l a r s  r e c e i ve?
S c h o l a r s  m a y  h a ve  a c c e s s  t o  p e r fo r m a n c e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  wo r k s h o p s  w i t h
v i s i t i n g  p ro fe s s i o n a l s ,  m a j o r  p ro d u c t i o n s ,  l e a d e r s h i p  ro l e s ,  a n d  s u p p o r t  fo r
a u d i t i o n  o r  p o r t fo l i o  p re p a ra t i o n .

·W h a t  c o m m i t m e n t s  a re  e x p e c t e d  f ro m  a  s c h o l a r ?
S c h o l a r s  a c t  a s  a m b a s s a d o r s  fo r  t h e  a r t s  a n d  a re  e x p e c t e d  t o  a t t e n d
re h e a r s a l s ,  t a ke  p a r t  i n  p ro d u c t i o n s ,  a n d  m o d e l  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  t h e
s c h o o l ’ s  p e r fo r m i n g  a r t s  c o m m u n i t y.

· H ow  d o e s  S t ra t h a l l a n  s u p p o r t  p u p i l s  a i m i n g  fo r  c a re e r s  i n  t h e  a r t s?
We  p rov i d e  g u i d a n c e  o n  c o n s e r va to i r e  a n d  d ra m a  s c h o o l  e n t r y,  s u p p o r t  fo r
a u d i t i o n  a n d  t ra i n i n g .  We  a l s o  a s s i s t  w i t h  a p p l i c a t i o n s  fo r  p ro fe s s i o n a l
p ro d u c t i o n s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e a t re ,  f i l m  a n d  t e l e v i s i o n .  We  a l s o  a i m  t o  s u p p o r t
t h o s e  w i t h  a m b i t i o n s  i n  t e c h n i c a l  t h e a t re  t o  m a ke  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e
i n d u s t r y.

A l l - Ro u n d e r

·A re  e x p e c ta t i o n s  o f  s c h o l a r s  e q u a l l y  b a l a n c e d  b e t we e n  t h e  t h re e
s c h o l a r s h i p  a re a s
Ye s .  A n d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  e a c h  p u p i l  w i l l  b e  l o o ke d  a f t e r  i n  r e g a rd  t o  t h e
wo r k l o a d  b a l a n c e .  A l l - Ro u n d e r s  a re  p a r t  o f  t h re e  d i f fe re n t  s c h o l a r s h i p
p ro g ra m m e s ,  s o ,  a s  w i t h  a l l  o u r  p u p i l s ,  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  c h a l l e n g i n g ,  b u t
m a n a g e a b l e  b a l a n c e  i s  t h e  k ey.  



 A r t
 
· D o e s  m y  c h i l d  n e e d  t o  wa n t  t o  s t u d y  A r t  a t  G C S E  t o  a p p l y ?
W h i l e  t h i s  i s  n o t  a  fo r m a l  r e q u i r e m e n t  a t  T h i rd  F o r m  e n t r y,  A r t  S c h o l a r s
a re  e x p e c t e d  t o  t a ke  A r t  a t  G C S E  a n d ,  i n  m o s t  c a s e s ,  c o n t i n u e  t o  A  Leve l
i n  t h e  S i x t h  F o r m .  A  g e n u i n e  l o n g - t e r m  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  A r t  i s  e x p e c t e d .

·W h a t  m a ke s  a  s u c c e s s f u l  p o r t fo l i o?
We  l o o k  fo r :
i . S t r o n g  o b s e r va t i o n a l  d ra w i n g
i i . E v i d e n c e  o f  e x p e r i m e n ta t i o n  a n d  r i s k - t a k i n g
i i i . D eve l o p m e n t  o f  i d e a s ,  n o t  j u s t  f i n i s h e d  p i e c e s
i v. P e r s o n a l  vo i c e  a n d  c u r i o s i t y
v. S k e t c h b o o k s  t h a t  s h ow  t h i n k i n g ,  r e s e a r c h ,  a n d  r e f i n e m e n t
H i g h l y  p o l i s h e d  wo r k  a l o n e  i s  n o t  e n o u g h ,  we  a re  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e re s t e d  i n
c re a t i ve  p ro c e s s  a n d  p o te n t i a l .

· D o e s  m y  c h i l d  n e e d  fo r m a l  A r t  e xa m  g ra d e s  t o  a p p l y ?
N o .  W h i l e  s c h o o l  r e p o r t s  a n d  g ra d e s  a re  c o n s i d e re d ,  p o te n t i a l ,  a t t i t u d e ,
a n d  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  c re a t i ve  d eve l o p m e n t  a re  m o re  i m p o r ta n t  t h a n  fo r m a l
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  a t  T h i rd  F o r m  e n t r y.

· C a n  d i g i t a l  a r t  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  p o r t fo l i o?
Ye s .  D i g i t a l  wo r k ,  p h o to g ra p h y,  f i l m ,  a n d  m i xe d  m e d i a  a re  we l c o m e .
H oweve r ,  we  e x p e c t  t o  s e e  ev i d e n c e  o f  f u n d a m e n ta l  s k i l l s  s u c h  a s  d ra w i n g
a n d  v i s u a l  a n a l y s i s  a l o n g s i d e  d i g i t a l  o u t c o m e s .

·W h a t  h a p p e n s  i f  a  s c h o l a r  d e c i d e s  n o t  t o  t a ke  A r t  a t  G C S E ?
A r t  S c h o l a r s h i p  i s  a wa rd e d  i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  b o t h  a b i l i t y  a n d  c o m m i t m e n t .
I f  a  p u p i l  c h o o s e s  n o t  t o  c o n t i n u e  s t u d y i n g  A r t ,  t h e  s c h o l a r s h i p  wo u l d
n o r m a l l y  b e  r ev i ewe d .

· I s  t h e  s c h o l a r s h i p  p u re l y  t a l e n t - b a s e d ?
N o .  Wo r k  e t h i c ,  o p e n n e s s  t o  fe e d b a c k ,  r e s i l i e n c e ,  a n d  e n t h u s i a s m  fo r
c re a t i ve  d eve l o p m e n t  a re  e q u a l l y  i m p o r ta n t .  We  a re  i n ve s t i n g  i n  p o te n t i a l
a n d  a t t i t u d e  a s  m u c h  a s  t e c h n i c a l  a b i l i t y.

·W i l l  s c h o l a r s  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  e n t e r  c o m p e t i t i o n s?
W h e re  a p p ro p r i a t e ,  s c h o l a r s  a re  e n c o u ra g e d  t o  e n t e r  r e g i o n a l  a n d
n a t i o n a l  c o m p e t i t i o n s .  T h i s  i s  v i ewe d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  a r t i s t i c  d eve l o p m e n t
a n d  l e a d e r s h i p  w i t h i n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .

·W h a t  s u p p o r t  i s  g i ve n  fo r  p u p i l s  c o n s i d e r i n g  c re a t i ve  c a re e r s?
A r t  S c h o l a r s  r e c e i ve :
i . I n d i v i d u a l  p o r t fo l i o  m e n to r i n g
i i .G u i d a n c e  o n  fo u n d a t i o n  c o u r s e s  a n d  a r t  s c h o o l  a p p l i c a t i o n s
i i i . S u p p o r t  w i t h  p re p a ra t i o n  fo r  c o m p e t i t i v e  c re a t i ve  p a t h wa y s

· C a n  a  p u p i l  l o s e  t h e i r  A r t  S c h o l a r s h i p?
S c h o l a r s h i p  r e t e n t i o n  i s  b a s e d  o n :
i . E n t h u s i a s t i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n

1 . C o n s i s t e n t  e f fo r t
2 . P o s i t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t

S c h o l a r s h i p s  a re  n o t  r e m ove d  l i g h t l y,  b u t  d i s e n g a g e m e n t  f r o m  t h e
p ro g ra m m e  o r  fa i l u r e  t o  m e e t  e x p e c ta t i o n s  m a y  l e a d  t o  r ev i ew.

C o n t a c t  S e a n  H a m i l l ,  H e a d  o f  S c h o l a r s ,
a t  s e a n . h a m i l l @ s t r a t h a l l a n . c o . u k
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	Academic
	·Will a poor exam result put my child’s academic scholarship a risk
	Perhaps. The academic scholarship is based on academic performance in the top 10% of pupils at the school, so overall academic performance is important. Existing academic scholarships, for example, will be confirmed for the Sixth Form based on overall performance in the GCSE results. That said, we would not remove an academic scholarship because of the odd, uncharacteristic exam result.
	·How do I apply for a Third Form (Year 9) academic scholarship if my child is already in the Prep School?
	Third Form academic scholarship are awarded by applying through the following process in March of Second Form (Year 8)
	Both internal and external Third Form scholarships are awarded via:
	i.A full report and reference from the candidate’s current school in advance of the assessment day
	ii.A 90 minute online cognitive abilities assessment
	iii.Assessments in English and Mathematics
	iv.Assessments in two further subjects from the following: Combined Science, French, Geography, History, Latin or Design Technology
	v.An interview with the Deputy Head Academic and the Head of Scholars.
	Sport
	·Do sports scholars receive support in managing their academic and extracurricular commitments?
	Yes. Many of our scholarship recipients successfully balance their sporting commitments alongside academic work and other co-curricular activities. We actively encourage good time management and open communication. The Director of Sport and Heads of Sport work closely with Housemasters/mistresses and academic tutors to ensure that sports scholars are well supported in managing their time effectively across academic and extracurricular commitments.
	·Does school sport take priority over club sport?
	Where clashes occur, we do ask that school sport takes priority over club commitments. However, the Director of Sport will liaise with parents in such situations and aims to be as supportive and flexible as possible where appropriate.
	Piping & Drumming
	·Are instruments provided by the school?
	Drummers - Yes, the school provides drums for pipe band events and performances. Pipers are expected to have access to their own chanters and/or set of pipes.
	·What is the time commitment?
	Students can expect:
	i.1–2 rehearsals per week
	One weekly lesson
	Additional rehearsals prior to major performances
	Participation in school events and selected competitions
	The program requires dedication but is structured to support balanced school involvement.
	·Can my child participate in other extracurricular activities?
	Yes. Many scholarship recipients successfully balance piping and drumming with sport, academic clubs, and other music ensembles. Good time management and communication are encouraged.
	Music
	·How are Music Scholarships awarded?
	Music Scholarships are awarded following an assessment by members of the Music Department. Final decisions are based on audition performance, musical potential, and overall suitability for the programme.
	·What does the audition involve?
	i.Interview with the Head of Music
	ii.Perform two contrasting pieces on their first instrument
	iii.Perform one piece on their second instrument (if applicable)
	iv.Complete brief aural and sight-reading test
	·When should music copies be submitted?
	Photocopies of both the solo part and piano accompaniment must be emailed or posted to the school at least two weeks before the audition.
	Drama
	·What qualities are you looking for in a scholar?
	We look for young people who demonstrate passion, commitment, potential, and a willingness to take part in school productions and co-curricular activities. We value teachability and enthusiasm as much as polished skill.
	·What level of experience does my child need?
	Applicants come from varied backgrounds. We assess potential and commitment just as highly as experience.
	·Will holding a scholarship affect my child’s academic timetable?
	Scholars follow the same academic timetable as all pupils but are expected to participate fully in rehearsals and artistic commitments. We work with families to maintain a healthy balance.
	·What additional opportunities do scholars receive?
	Scholars may have access to performance opportunities, workshops with visiting professionals, major productions, leadership roles, and support for audition or portfolio preparation.
	·What commitments are expected from a scholar?
	Scholars act as ambassadors for the arts and are expected to attend rehearsals, take part in productions, and model commitment to the school’s performing arts community.
	·How does Strathallan support pupils aiming for careers in the arts?
	We provide guidance on conservatoire and drama school entry, support for audition and training. We also assist with applications for professional productions including theatre, film and television. We also aim to support those with ambitions in technical theatre to make connections within the industry.
	All-Rounder
	·Are expectations of scholars equally balanced between the three scholarship areas
	Yes. And, of course, each pupil will be looked after in regard to the workload balance. All-Rounders are part of three different scholarship programmes, so, as with all our pupils, establishing a challenging, but manageable balance is the key.
	Contact Sean Hamill, Head of Scholars, at sean.hamill@strathallan.co.uk

