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It could be said that there are three recurrent topics 
of conversation in any Scottish Public School: the 
Headmaster, the weather and the opposite sex, so . . .  .

. . . .  we went to see . . .  .
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W h a t  m a d e  y o u  e le c t  to  c o m e  to  S t r a t h a lla n  ?

A n y  simple answ er is bound to give a w rong im pression. 
A  w hole host of factors w ere involved— some rational, some 
em otional, some quite providential. I love Scotland and had 
no real desire to leave it. Basically, I suppose I am a school­
master, but after 15 years in one place, I felt in fairness to 
that place, if nothing else, that I ought to make a change, so 
when the o ppo rtun ity  of a small school in the country came 
along, I sim ply could not resist try ing my luck.

W h a t  w e re  y o u r  im p re s s io n s  o f  th e  S c h o o l w h e n  
t a k in g  o v e r  as H e a d m a s t e r ?

I must stress that my im pressions can only be ‘first 
im pressions.’ Some th in k these are the best, but I am not 
so sure. Anyw ay for what they are w orth, I was favourably 
impressed by the o rderly  routine and general organisation 
w ith in  the School. Th ings seemed to happen on tim e, and 
most things seemed to have a sensible purpose behind them, 
although I could not understand w hy the calendar had to 
advertise the fact that the Bishop of St. A n drew s would be 
cutting hair on one Sunday w hile it was left to the School 
Chaplain a w eek later!

I greatly appreciated the general atm osphere in the 
Chapel and the effort that congregation, as w ell as C h o ir, 
put into the singing in w eekday and Sunday services. I was 
appalled by the general disregard for the fabric of the 
buildings, w hether School or House, and I was disappointed 
to  find there was the same careless attitude towards personal 
belongings as there seems to be in all schools. In spite of 
believing strongly that tidiness and some control over dress 
is im portant, I thought that the present regulation sports 
jacket set against a grey sh irt was rather colourless and 
drab. I thought the k ilt  magnificent and I was proud to 
belong to a School that hadn’t given way to the cult of the 
denim and the patched jeans w hich boast of a guarantee to 
fade! I had the im pression that most boys seemed to w o rk  
quite hard when made to, but that they did not do so 
sufficiently on th e ir own. I w ould have hoped to see a little  
more intellectual curiosity, and more constructive use made 
o f the teaching staff. O ne could go on for ever— in short, 
my overall im pression was that the School is a well balanced



com m unity, but that is not to say I th in k  everyth ing is as it 
should be.

H a v e  yo u  e n jo y e d  y o u r  f ir s t  y e a r  (a) as H e a d m a s t e r  
(b) a t  S t r a t h a l la n  ?

Yes, enorm ously. It is d ifficult to separate the tw o 
questions for Strathallan came w ith the job and vice versa. 
It has been the qu ickest year I can rem em ber, although not 
w ithout its problem s. I have missed not being a H ouse­
master and some of the teaching, but in a small school I 
sincerely hope that I shall always be allow ed some contact 
‘on the shop flo o r.’ A  school can have all the facilities in the 
w orld but if there isn’t the right relationship between the 
boys and the staff, then it w ill not be a happy and effective 
place.

L o o k in g  to  th e  fu tu r e , b u t r e m e m b e r in g  p e rh a p s  
t h a t  an i l lu s t r io u s  p r e d e c e s s o r  o f  y o u r s  n o w  liv e s  
in  ‘ O r w e ll  H o u s e ,’ w h a t  w o u ld  y o u  w ish  S t r a t h a l la n  
to  h ave  a c h ie v e d  w h e n  n e x t  y e a r ’s R i le y  e n t r y  
‘g ra d u a te ’ in  1984?

I am not certain what this question is d riv in g at— a short 
answer m ight be sim ply survival for Strathallan like  all 
other Independent Schools has been hit by inflation and more 
significantly by the increased burden of taxation which is 
borne by that section of the com m unity w hich h istorically  
has chosen to  send its sons to Public Schools. In spite of 
saying this, I am not gloom y about the future and judged by 
the enorm ous numbers of enquiries we have received this 
year, there is no lack of faith in ‘the system ,’ but someone 
has to pay the fees. In a nutshell, we have to offer what 
parents want at a price they can afford. Th is is, of course, an 
over sim plification for it could im ply that the G o vernors, 
Headmasters and staff of the Independent Schools would 
put up with anything from parents and governm ents in 
o rder to survive, w hich is clearly absurd.

Regarding 1984 and all that, we must resist any furth er 
moves tow ards an ‘O rw e llian  So ciety’ for w ith the ever 
increasing legislation of the last few years, we are moving 
there faster than perhaps we realise. Should any Pighillian

ideas come to fru ition  by 1984, I can assure you that they 
w ill not consciously anyway, have stemmed from a 
N apoleonic ancestor!

B e a r in g  in  m in d  t h a t  it  is  th o se  w h o  a re  a t  th e  
S c h o o l n o w  w h o  w il l  be g u id in g  t h is  c o u n try , o r  
w h a te v e r  fe d e r a t io n  o f w h ic h  w e  a r e  p a rt , in to  th e  
21st c e n tu ry , w h a t  s o r t  o f  s o c ie ty  w ith  w h a t v a lu e s  
sh o u ld  S t r a t h a l la n  be fo s te r in g  n o w ?

I do not believe that basic values change— what does 
change is the emphasis society places on certain values at any 
period of tim e. For example, we value freedom , but we have 
to decide the extent to w hich we allow  freedom of an 
individual to interfere w ith the freedom  of others. So often 
we hear that ‘every man has the basic righ t to  w o rk .’ Th is 
appears basic hum anity but, in fact, no one is born w ith the 
right. W e  have to earn it and the sooner we realise that the 
w orld does not owe us a liv ing and the sooner men can opt 
in for w o rk  as easily as they can opt out, the better for us 
a ll: so I would hope that future Strathallians recognise the 
value of w o rk  and have the ab ility  to persuade others like ­
wise. I hope they would value the freedom  to w o rk  and be 
prepared to fight for it w ithin the law.

A s we have become increasingly more affluent, we have 
become more wasteful. I would hope that future Strath­
allians have a proper regard for the ir natural environm ent 
and can recover the Scottish sense of thrift. If in the future 
we are hard w o rk in g  and sensible in o ur expenditure, we 
w ill have a natural level of existence which w ill give us 
enorm ous freedom and tim e in which to do things. If 
Strathallians have only a material sense of values, if they 
have no aesthetic sense, no interests or hobbies, if they have 
never asked them selves the question ‘W h at is life all 
about?,’ then they w ill never preserve that freedom ; they 
w ill never experience recreation; they w ill be slaves to 
boredom and life w ill have no meaning. I would hope that 
we can sow seeds the harvest from which w ill allow a 
constructive and satisfying use of leisure tim e; I would hope 
that we can offer fru it, the eating of which leads to the 
realisation that man on his own is a naked creature in a 
bew ildering w orld .

. . . . and then

3



............ we went to see the W eatherm an and he s a id ..............

W E A T H E R ?  . . . .  a dry subject

C lim ate continues to be recorded from the wee (not so) w hite box, just as it has been over the last nearly nine years. Yes, 
we have plenty of records, and perhaps you, kind reader, are keen to be given the stark startling facts of this apparently 
outstanding year.

H isto ry  tells us that o ur climate is ‘re liab le,’ w hile geography speaks about ‘equable tem peratures’— ‘reliable rainfall’— ‘rain 
spread evenly through the year.’ Reality te lls us otherw ise. W h ith e r the educationists then?— they speak of clim ate w hile 
reality is usually concerned w ith weather.

The question— you were probably w ondering when I’d reach it— ‘what has this year been like?’ w ill now be approached 
(note the inbred caution!). Surprising  though it may seem, but up to the end of June o ur rainfall th is year was equal to the 
average of 330mm ( ± 1 3  inches). From then, Ju ly  gave us half o ur average ration of 3 inches, w hile August ‘should’ (th at’s 
history for you) give us 86mm (3 -4 ") of which we have so far received 7mm (and that’s reality for you). That puts us in the 
region of 4 inches (101 mm) below average over the calendar year to date (August 26th). N o t so much as perhaps you thought?

N ow  to return to geography. D ryness is also affected by tem perature, and herein lies much of the problem . A p art from 
March, each month this year has been above the average, and those of the spring and sum m er have been considerably above 
the normal when evaporation w ill have been very active. So after all, this statistician has to adm it that the year has been dry. 
How ever, all of us in most of Scotland should be thankful for the ration of rainfall in May— my vegetables are-superb(!) and could 
it even be that Scottish farmers (are there some among o ur readers?) may even be adm itting some satisfaction?

To  delve deeper, and perhaps to be a little  more serious, during the 8 full years of recording—
I year (1974) gave us I inch above the average of 31" 2 years (1968 and 1970) gave us the average
but the other 5 years w ere all dry, very much so:
1969— 3 inches down 1971— over 4 inches down 1972— 5 in ch e sd o w n  1973— 11 inches down 1975—  7 inches down 
Thus, over the last 8 full years to the end of 1975, we are lacking over 29 inches of rainfall— virtu a lly  I year’s normal 
expectancy. C le a rly , w ater tables must be affected by this, and all the tim e we become th irstie r— industry, car washing, 
home uses, population are all increasing. And (dare I suggest it?) farm ers are increasing yields w hich must be utilising more 
groundw ater.

So— I vote for a wet sum m er next year— but perhaps our Ed ito r would prefer a good sk i-ing  w in ter at G lenshee!!
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SALVETE
S e p te m b e r  1975

L o w e r  S ix t h — Cunningham, R. A. (N ) ;  Lothian, C. J. K. (L) ;  Mulroney, 
P. C. (N ); Parker, N . J .  C .(N ) .

IV — Grant, C. W. G. (N ); Usherwood, D. J. (S).
I I I — Agnew, M. (S); Allingham , W. G. de-G. (L) ;  Baxter, W. A. G. (L) ;  

8 issett, A. M. A. (F ); Cook, M. D. (S); Crocket, A. D. (F ); Cunningham, 
A. J. (N ); Dobbie, G. (L) ;  Durno, G. M. (S) ; Eglington, R. S. J. (L); Fellowes- 
Prynne, P. W. (R ); Fraser, J. S. (N ); Genasi, P. P. (R ); Grant, K. S. V. (F); 
Guion, H . W. G. (S); Herd, D. F. (F ); Hyne, A. N. W. (F ); Inglis, R. C . (R ); 
M cCallum , S. (L ); M cKenzie-Sm ith, I. G. (N ); MacLeod, C. A. (S); 
Megson, S. M. (S); M eikle. A. J. (F) ;  M itchell, G. C. (F ); Newlands, A. J. 
(S); Phillips, M. C. (R ); Stewart, T. S. (L ) ; Watson, D. J. (L).

R ile y — Archer, G. M .; Biggart, A. J . ;  Biggart, K . L . ; Brian, S. B .; Coard, 
T. J . ;  Cole, C. C.; Coull, R. I.;  Crabb, J. R. M .; Craft, G. D .; Doig, R. J. S .;  
Eadie, G .; Harrison, C. R .; Howie, G. G. Y .; Hulm e, M. J. S.; Lamont, 
J. C . ; Lightbody, M. W .; Lindsay, J. W .; Livingston, Q. C . ; Lyall, A. G .; 
M illar, C. J . ;  Montgomery, B. D M o n tg o m e ry , G. F .; M cKenzie-Sm ith, 
A. J . ;  M cLachlan, K .;  Niven, P. D .; Powrie, G. C. R .; Robson, D. A .; 
Semple, R. J . ;  S incla ir, G. F .; Sm ith, A. M .; Taylor, G. C . ;  Turnbull, 
W. J. C .;  Woessner, A. M .; Wood, N. R .; Young, W. S. E.

Ja n u a r y  1976

IV — Kleeman, W . A. (L); Livingston, J. M. C. (F ); Stewart, P. J. A t  (F).
I l l — Angel, A. 8. H. (R); C ra ik , D. N. M . (N ); G illies, G. N. (L ); Henderson, 

A. S. E. (R ); Large, R. E. (R); Noble, K. T. (L ) ; Galashan, F. (L ) ; Shaw 
Stewart, H . A. (L); Spens, D. M. (F) ;  W ord, D. P. J. (F ); W rightson, 
T. A. (N).

R ile y — Dobbie, M . J.

A p r i l  1976

I I I — Boyd, G. T. (N ); Cuth ill, A. J. (F ); Phillips, P. D. (R); Reid, D. S. (N );  
Turnbull, J . C. (N).

R ile y — Coleman, J. A. R.

S e p te m b e r  1976

L o w e r  S ix t h — Crone, C. A. (S); Hulm e, D. G. L. (S); Kristiansen, M. (S); 
Robertson, I. R. (R).

IV — Baillie, C. A. J. (F ); Devlin, M. R. A. (S).
H I— Bargon, E. R. (S); Bowie, F. R. (S); Chalm ers, J. A. (S ); C lark , S. A. (S); 

CracknelI, C. J. (L ) ; Cuthbertson, M. S. (N ); Dajani, S. (L ) ; Elk ins, H. D. 
(N ); Fallows, M. C. G. (L ); Forbes, G. J . (F ); Gandhi, S. K. (F ); Grant, R. G. 
(F ); Guthrie, G. (N ); Ham ilton, I. D. (F); Harbert, A. S. (S); Kirkpatrick,
H. C. (S ); Knox, K. W. (N ); Morton, S. W. (F ); M cCarro ll, N. J. (F); 
Raeside, S. D. (N ); Reid, C. M. (L ) ; Reynolds, G. W. D. (F); Robertson, 
G. (L ); Rourke, D. J. (N ); Sm ith, M . C. S. (F); Stewart, P. J. (R); Taylor, 
D. N. (S ); Thomson Allan, A. (S); Thomson Angus, A. (L); W alker, D. B. (R); 
Watt, S. R. (R).

R ile y — I I — Anderson, A .; Hughes, J. T .; Roger, G .; W hite, R. J.
I— Abadom, K. I.; Aitken, W. F .; Bargon, C. A .; Cameron, A. D. H .;  Chatwin,

I. G .; Churchill, C. R.; Fairbairn, J. N .; Fairweather, G. J . ;  Forsyth, R. J. A .; 
Guthrie, 8 ,; Ham ilton, S. J . ;  Ham ilton, W. M .; Kane, D. M .; K ilpatrick , 
R. W. N .; Laurie, A. J . ;  M cCausland, G. C. £ .; M cIntyre, J. A. A.; 
M cLellan, D. C .;  Phillip , F. J.; Rankine, D. M .; Sm ith, D. M .; Sm ith, F. D .;  
Stevenson, S. A .; W aller, 8. D .; Wood, A. E. J.

ARDARGIE
LO D G E
H O T E L
FORGANDENNY
(5 minutes from Strathallan School)

F u lly  L icen sed

P u b lic  a n d  Lo un g e Bars

BAR S N A C K S

LU N CH ES AND HIGH TEA S

35 A C R ES  OF PRIVATE GROUNDS

SW IM M ING POOL

TENN IS CO URT

FISHING

Telephone: 
BRIDGE OF EARN 234
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S C H O O L  A U T H O R IT Y
Captain o f  School 
Vice-Captain o f  School 
Head o f Freeland  
Head o f Leburn 
Head o f N ico l 
Head o f Ruthven 
Head o f Simpson 
School Prefects

G . J. F. C ro w e  
R. I. W h itake r 
M. D. K ir k  
R. I. W h itake r 
D. A . R. Munro
D. G. Inglis
G . J. F. C ro w e
A . R. Cochrane (left Decem ber ’75) 
S. J. N ew ing 
R. F. W ilson 
A . W . B. Magill

CHAPEL NOTES
The fo llow in g  w ere  con firm ed as members o f the  Episcopal Church 

by the R ight Reverend the  Bishop o f St. A ndrew s on 7 March 1976:
C. J. K. C raw fo rd , T. R. Fellowes-Prynne, A . J. H. Locke, W . M. 

M cG regor, R. A . Sm ith, D. M. S. S tew art and R. T. W a te rb u ry .
The fo llow in g  w ere  con firm ed as members o f the  Church o f Scotland 

on 14 March 1976:
A. W . Barr, F. S. Benzies, A . T. D. B rew ste r, J. M. Dove, M. A. O. 

Dun, H. J. M. F o o ttit, R. G. Galloway, G. A . M. G e rra rd , J. M. H un te r, 
A . O. Inglis, S. B. K nox, R. H. Lester, I. C. M cG regor, K. W . Macmillan, 
D. S. M u ir, D. R. N ew ton , A. G. N orva l, I. G. O g ilv ie , A . B. Peddie, 
R. J. L. Pringle, G. D. Robb, D. Sim, D. A . Smellie, D. M. S tew art, 
J. M. W ald ie  and R. A. R. W hyte .

C om m union Services, th re e  Episcopal and one C hurch o f Scotland 
each te rm , w ere  w e ll a ttended.

The fo llow in g  preached in the  Chapel:
The R ight Rev. Michael H are-D uke (Bishop o f St. A ndrew s), the  V ery 

Rev. Thurstan Irv ine  (St. John’s Episcopal, P erth), the  Rev. W illia m  
Anderson and the  Rev. S tew art Lam ont (BBC Religious Broadcasting 
D epa rtm ent), the  Rev. George Hall, the  Rev. A n d re w  Daunton-Fear, 
the  Rev. Robin Salter and the  Rev. R obert G iannin i (St. Mary's College, 
St. A ndrew s), the  Rev. John Briggs and the  Rev. Richard G o rrie  (S crip­
tu re  U nion ), the  Rev. George Buchanan-Smith and M r A. C hen iv ix - 
Trench (Fettes), the  Rev. John Venus (G lenalm ond), the  Rev. lain 
M ille r (M adderty), the  Rev. U ist Macdonald (Aberdalg ie), the  Rev. 
Finlay Macdonald (M enstrie ), the Rev. S tew art Sharp (Forgandenny), 
the  Rev. B ro th e r John D erek (Society o f St. Francis), M ajor D. 
Mackenzie (Save the  C h ild ren  Fund), M a jor Bruce Macmanaway 
(S tra thm ig lo ), M r C h ris to phe r Seaman (BBC Scottish O rchestra ), 
M r T. C. A lle rto n  (C arg ilfie ld ), M r R. A . L. B urnet, the  Headmaster 
and the Chaplain.

Singing in Chapel goes from  s trength  to  s treng th , and reached a 
splendid c lim ax w ith  a record ing  o f a Sunday Half H o u r fo r  the  BBC. 
The com bination o f w ild  h ila r ity  at the  rehearsal w ith  trem endous 
singing and impeccable d iscip line at the  actual record ing  seemed 
som eth ing new in the  experience o f the  BBC team. It was S trath at its 
best. The BBC also recorded a W o rd  fo r  L iving program m e at w hich the 
C h o ir on th e ir  ow n sang equally im pressively.
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O u r thanks are due to  Dean Thurstan Irv ine  fo r  conducting the 
Episcopal C om m union  services and fo r  preparing Episcopal candidates 
fo r  co n firm a tio n : to  M r R ichard G o rr ie  fo r  his regu lar visits to  the 
S crip tu re  U n ion : and to  Mrs B urne t and her helpers fo r arranging the  
Chapel flow ers  so adm irab ly th ro u g h o u t the  year.

W N M

STAFF NOTES
At the beginning o f the year we welcomed M r and Mrs Com ins; 

we are sorry to lose them and send them on their way with best 
wishes.

M r Com ins is replaced in the M athem atics Departm ent by 
M r K . R. H osking who has come over to this country for a year 
from  A ustralia . H e is fa m ilia r with the G .C .E . exam inations, 
having previously taught a i W ycliffe College.

M rs Pope is jo in ing  us on a part time basis and w ill be attached 
to the Modern Languages Departm ent which is losing M r Kay  
who, after being at Strathallan for three years, has decided to 
go back to school him self, and we wish him a ll good fortune.

M r K. G lim m  needs no introduction for he was at Strathallan  
from 1969 to 1973 and is now coming back to us from Perth 
Technical College. W e are very pleased to welcome him and his 
wife and fam ily  back into the fold.

It is always sad to say good-bye to those amongst us who, 
through length o f  devoted service and the warmth o f their 
personalities, their wise guidance and good humour, are more 
than colleagues and have become friends o f  the comm unity. 
This year we say good-bye to two such people: you can read 
about Kay W arren under the R iley House notes for it was in 
Riley that she undoubtedly made her enormous contribution to 
the School. We are fortunate in securing M rs Rankine as her 
successor.

M r and M rs Cowie came to Strathallan after Bob’s retira l 
from a very successful career with the C lydesdale Bank, and he 
has kept m eticulous watch over the School finances during the 
past ten years. A School Bursar is never going to please every­
one but Bob with his kind and, i f  necessary, firm  handling o f us 
all has come to as near perfection as possible. W e are grateful 
for his help and pleased to know that he and May are staying  
within easy reach o f the School; we really are saying au revoir 
and not adieu.

From over one hundred applicants the Governors were 
pleased to appoint W ing Com m ander T. B. M cCaskie, O .B .E ., 
as successor to Bob Cowie and we welcome him  and his fam ily  
into the School.



W. T. P A TO N
W . T. Paton, an old boy of the School, was elected to the 

Board of G o vernors in February 1967 and appointed as 
Chairm an in February 1974.

The Chairm an of a Board of G overnors is to most people 
who are im m ediately involved in the day to day life of the 
School, a rem ote figure. He appears on H igh Days and Feast 
Days; rarely he may stop and talk to a boy and occasionally 
he w ill chat with members of staff. H is main contact with 
the School is through his fellow  G overnors and the Head­
master.

A s events have all too sadly turned out, this for many 
Strathallians, and particularly the younger ones, can only be 
the picture that they have of the late Chairm an, W . T . 
Paton, for almost sim ultaneously w ith assuming his office,

he was overtaken by illness and died on the 10th February of 
this year. It is Strathallan’s great loss that the School was 
never allowed the opportun ity  of benefitting fully from the 
many qualities w hich enabled Bill Paton to rise to the rank 
of Lt.-C o lo n e l in the Royal Scots Fusiliers during W o rld  
W a r II, to  be a successful Managing D irecto r of the family 
building firm , to serve as Secretary, Treasurer and Presi­
dent of A y r  Rugby C lu b , to be President of the A y r  Rotary 
C lu b , to act as a tribunal member of the Departm ent of 
Health and Social Security, to be the first Scotsman to be 
elected as President of the National Federation of Building 
Trades Em ployers, and to serve on numerous Governm ent 
Com m ittees connected with the building industry. His 
qualities of effective leadership in modern industry were 
recognised in the citation given at the investiture of his
C .B .E . w hich was awarded in the 1974-75 N ew  Year 
Honours, part of which reads;

‘ Mr Paton earned the respect of all sections of industry, 
and w ith his leadership, tact and good humour, took the 
industry and the Federation itself successfully through 
some of the most difficult and controversial decisions that 
had to be confronted during recent years.’
The School was bound to gain from such experience and 

had Bill Paton lived to see through his term  of office in good 
health, many more of its members would have enjoyed the 
privilege of contact with a man w ho had a m ultitude of 
interests; he enjoyed boats, fishing, paintings, music, opera, 
ballet, antiques, wine and good food, and particularly his 
garden.

H is interests w ere more than just pursuits for he had a 
deep sensitivity and a genuine concern for humanity, as is 
borne out by the many tributes paid to him at the tim e of 
his de ath :

‘Bill Paton was indefatigible, notw ithstanding his gentle­
ness. He brought integrity  and dedication to everything 
he touched and thus was an inspiration to a ll.’

'H e was a vast influence for good on everyone he met. He 
was so honest, so selfless, so good that men were im m ed­
iately caught up in his sp ell.’

‘He enjoyed above all things peaceful pursu its.’
W h at more is there to say— what more need be said of 

any man ?
As we at Strathallan pay trib ute  to Bill Paton, we recog­

nise that we hold no m onopoly over this most able and 
loyalist of men and we extend to all others, and particularly 
his wife and family, our deepest sym pathy at the ir loss in his 
untim ely death.

7



N E W S  F R O M  T H E  H O U S E S

Clippings from
F R E E L A N D

The past year has been nothing if not eventful. It began 
w ith a new Headm aster, was rudely interrupted by a major 
’flu epidem ic and finished with the prospect of considerable 
change in the House system. Despite this, life has gone on 
very much as normal for most of the year. Several House 
com petitions were, of course, lost in the Spring Term , but 
this was not always a disadvantage as often instead of one 
w inner there were five, w ith each House su rviv ing in the 
secure confidence that the ir pipe-dream s w ould never be 
put to the test!

There are no prizes for coming second is one of the o lder 
sporting platitudes, yet runners-up in hockey and rugger 
leagues (both teams being adm irably led by H. W . R. Steed- 
man), 2nd only to Leburn in the sw im m ing (m ainly due to 
the noble efforts of C . S. Russell and J. C u th ill)— a mere 
3 points separating the teams at the finish, a place in the 
final of the aborted jun io r House rugger, defeat in the sem i­
final of the hockey by tw o long corners, all reflect a laudable 
consistency well above average. But of course there were 
some cups to o: the jun io r squash team, of whom four were 
members of the School Senior V , won yet again, this tim e 
w ithout conceding a game. The tennis cup returned again 
after an absence of one year, fo llow ing another absorbing 
final w ith Leburn. The Captain, K . W . Macmillan, was 
runner-up in the School tournam ent. W . D. G ibson won 
the go lf stroke play cup, C . R. M. Sm ith, the shooting and 
finally A . W . Ferguson, the jun io r squash. O n the academic 
front G . A . M. G errard  won the H isto ry  Essay Prize and
E. M. G rant the D istinction  Prize, But no individual achieve­
ment gave more pleasure than A . R. C o ch ran e ’s award of a 
place at Magdalene, Cam bridge. If ever there was a fitting 
reward for hard w o rk  and application, this was it.

W hat else has happened this year? The Social Services,

ever a Freeland concern, are as strongiy supported as ever 
and the House seems to have a m ajority interest in the 
voluntary (yes, vo luntary!) C .C .F . camps to places as far 
afield as Malta, Germ any and A rran . M. T . Manson has 
become a golfcourse architect and succeeds in finding many 
w illin g(!) helpers to dig th e ir own graves around the pond. 
Th e re  is also a more flourishing interest in the cho ir and 
orchestra than for some tim e, w hilst in the House itself vast 
numbers turn out to play in various internal com petitions. 
A ll this one feels reflects a healthy and, I hope, happy 
atm osphere in the House. If th is is so, much of it is due to 
the tire less w o rk  of the Prefects and the ir respective Heads 
of House, A le c Cochrane and Michael K ir k . T o  them and 
other leavers o ur thanks and all good wishes for the future.

For those of us return ing next term , it is pastures, or to 
be more precise, floorboards new upstairs. W h e th e r we 
can survive w ithout that superb smell of damp concrete, 
only tim e w ill te l l!

H E A D S OF H O U SE  : A. R. Cochrane, M. D. K irk  

P R E F E C T S : R. J. H . W ilson, C. S. Russell, H . W . R. Steed man, 
R. M . G arside, M. F. Eastwood, M. T. Manson.

C A P TA IN S OF SP O R T A N D  A C T IV IT IE S :

Rugby: R . J . H .  W ilson M u sic : H .W .R .  Steed man
H o cke y: M. D. K irk  Squash: A. W . Ferguson
C ric k e t: D .S im  Cross Country: P. A. C . Cameron
A th letics: P. A. C . Cam eron Sw im m ing: C. S. Russell
Boxing : C . S. Russell Tennis: K . W . M acm illan
S k i-in g : M .D .K ir k  Shooting: C .R .M .  Sm ith
G o lf: W .D . Gibson Sa ilin g : R. J. L. Pringle

H O U SE  C O LO U R S: M. D. K irk , P. A. C . Cam eron, M. F. Eastwood,
C. S. Russell, J .  C uth ill.

M.B.
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the Old Block 5
The year ended well for the House, w ith Hugh Foottit 

collecting the V icto r Ludorum  on Sports Day, the sprinters 
w inning the final relay, the sailors gaining a half share in the 
trophy, and K y le  Peddie ensuring that the Sm ith C u p  
remained in Sim pson and also being appointed Captain of 
Rugby for the coming term . W h at better final w eek could 
one wish for?

Members of Sim pson, know ing my addiction to the 
Guardian, w ill by now have decided that the habit of that 
journal of transposing paragraphs has proved infectious, and 
that the foregoing should really be the end of these notes. 
N o t so. For those who th in k  it curious that I should start 
at the end, I would m erely say that it has been a curious 
year— how else could we retain the Ju n io r Rugger C up  
despite losing all our matches, and fail to win the Senior 
one, for which we were the hottest favourites for years, 
despite being unbeaten in the com petition? W h y  have we 
still got the cross-country cup, and w hy did Gavin C ro w e ’s 
band of musicians not even have the chance to display the ir 
talents in com petition? A ll solutions to the San, please.

H ow ever there w ere some less strange tim es in which 
normal life continued. Speech Day saw Gavin C ro w e , John 
W ald ie  and G u y K in d e r obtain ing just rewards for the ir 
w ork, and at the end of term  David Usherw ood and lain 
Brabbs got form prizes. Gavin C ro w e , Ross Ferguson, A le x  
Brew ster and Hugh Foottit all captained School first teams, 
and the House was well represented at all levels on the 
sports field. Those less ath letically inclined found less 
athletic pursuits to fo llow ; I th in k  it fair to say that everyone 
made some contribution to the life of House or School and 
that no-one had the chance to complain that he was bored.

The biggest ta lk ing-po int of the first term  was undoubtedly

SIM PSO N

who was going to move into the new blocks— w hile some 
w ere disappointed when the decision finally came, I felt 
there was an almost audible sigh of relief from  some members 
of the House whose plans for the future had not included a 
Housem aster on the doorstep! H ow ever, everyone looks 
forw ard to the greater space available in the old block, 
although I hate to  th in k  what the reaction of some old
m embers of the House w ill be to the news that some
fourth form ers w ill be in studies.

The past is easy to chronicle— what of the future? Even 
Housem asters have difficulty in foreseeing that— sufficient 
to say that by the tim e the House Captain distributes this 
edition of the Strathallian  (after prep, please, not just before!) 
there w ill be sixteen new members of Sim pson. I hope that 
the leavers w ill take note of the fact that it has been found 
necessary to replace each of them by one and a half new 
boys— the leavers can decide w hether this is to produce an 
equivalent number of misdemeanours o r useful co n tri­
butions. T o  those w ho have departed go my thanks for the 
parts they have played in th e ir years in the House and best 
wishes for the future; to those arriv ing a w ord of welcome 
and the hope of a happy and productive tim e in Simpson.

H E A D  O F H O U SE  : G. J. F. Crowe

P R EFEC TS : D. L. H inshaw
P. J. H olland  
I. C . M cGregor 
K. A. D. Peddie 
R. D. G. Powrie 
J. M. W ald ie

H O U SE  C O LO U RS A W A R D ED  TO : K . A. D. Peddie
R. D. G. Powrie

A.M .P.
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Sitting down to w rite  this, surrounded by the parapher­
nalia of removal, looking ahead to life in the new premises,
I find it difficult to th in k  back over the past year. Let me 
see :

R .N .J. said farewell to  the Music Room and took his trains 
to the Ju n io r D orm  area. W e  won the Senior and Ju n io r 
Rugger Leagues. W ilso n  was honoured by the R .A .F . 
Magill and Park learnt the difference between B .S.T . and
G .M .T. W e  won the H ockey Leagues and the Shooting. 
Hay played hockey for the Scottish Schoolboys. W e  came 
w ithin a touch of the Sw im m ing C up. W ilso n  moved the 
school beds in all d irections and back again. W e won the 
Senior Squash. P. Fellowes was defenestrated during 
Prayers; fortunately W . Prynne w asn’t. Fairley was Ju n io r 
V icto r Ludorum . D. G . Inglis was a splendid Head of 
House and everyone had a haircut. W e  won the Rowan 
C u p  for Standards. (Can we keep it now?). Park won the 
Economics Prize ; Magill the Geography. (He must know  
about G .M .T. E ither that or the subject was the Kingdom  
of Hades). W e  shared the Sailing C up. G . C . McLean won 
the IIIA  prize, plus a D istinctio n  prize. G illanders, Belcher 
and Cam pbell piped and drum m ed w ith w inning effect. 
W e  won the A th le tic  C up. And then we w ent home.

N ow  we are all off over the pier to Rothesay. And for 
Head of House w e’ve got Ju p iter! Beat that!

D .A .R .W .
D. G. Inglis 

R. F. W ilson 
A. W . 6. M agill 
D. R. M. Park  
R. F. Voigt 
D. M. N . G illanders  
D. T. Hay  
T. J. B laxter

H E A D  OF H O U SE  

P R EFEC TS
H O U SE CO LO U RS  

D. G. Inglis 
D. T. H ay  
A. W . 6. M agill 
D. R. M. Park  
R. F. W ilson 
R. F. Voigt 
D. M. N . G illanders

C A P TA IN S, etc.

Rugby A. W . B. M agill Sk i-ing
Hockey D. T. Hay Shooting
C ricke t D. G. Inglis Sa iling
A thletics R. F. Voigt Tennis
Boxing D. T. H ay G o lf
Swim m ing B. W . Parker Squash
Cross-Country D. R. M. Park M usic

D. J. M aclver 
I. D. Cameron 
T. J . B laxter  
R. F. W ilson  
A. W . 6. M agill 
D. G. Inglis  
D. M. N . G illanders
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H O U SE  C A P TA IN  : D. A. R. Munro.
V ICE C A P TA IN  : S. J. New ing.

H O U SE  P R E FE C T S  : A. M. Jam ieson, G. W . M itchell,
N . J. C . Parker, A. K . Shaw.

W ith  only tw o m embers of the U V lth  and only seven in 
the L V lth it was obvious that this was going to be a difficult 
year for senior teams and com petitions. Still, M unro could 
im itate so many other people so well that the House seemed 
fu ller than it m ight have been.

A s things turned out, ’flu put paid to the rugger com ­
petition, and though the juniors did excellently in the 
cross-country, not many com plaints w ere heard from the 
seniors when th e ir part of the com petition was cancelled. 
W e  had expected to do well in the H ockey and had very 
good and close matches against Sim pson and Freeland, and 
w ere so rry  that the final against Ruthven was another ’flu 
casualty. The ju n io r cricketers did w ell, and K n o x  was out­
standing in A th letics beating School records again. 
M ulroney, C u rr ie , K n o x , Munro, G ray, Yellow lees, O g ilv ie  
and Sm ellie w ere in School 1st teams in rugger, hockey or 
cricket.

N o few er than a th ird  of the House has been in the C h o ir  
o r O rchestra . N ew ing, quite unrecognisable as S tyx  in 
‘O rpheus in the U n d e rw o rld ,’ gave an excellent perform ­
ance, but M unro’s one line as Vulcan that he was ‘slaving 
over a hot an vil’ seemed to be misheard on the School night. 
Elkins and M cLaren were in charge of the lighting, and Shaw 
helped behind the stage.

The Trapp in g C lu b  attracted many members from the 
House, but the num ber of rabbits does not seem greatly 
reduced.

G ray and Tu rn b u ll J. C . to ok part as the House repre­
sentatives in the opening cerem ony of the new buildings on 
Sports Day and all members of the House are looking 
forw ard to m oving into the new studies and Com m on Room , 
and it is hoped that the fam ily atm osphere w ill be mutually 
beneficial.

Mr D utton is return ing to R iley as Assistant House­
master and we thank him very much for his three years o f 
House T u to rin g , his guided tours w ith N ew  Boys and their 
parents at the beginning of term s, and his .wise adm inis­
tration  of the House Bank. He and Mrs D utton have always



given us every support. W e  welcome Mr G lim m  back, who 
is taking over from him.

Most members of the House are prepared to give a great 
deal in w o rk  and games, and are involved in every kind o f 
School activity, and I am confidently hoping that the new 
surroundings w ill urge us all on to renewed energy, 
enthusiasm, co-operation, manners and, dare I say it, 
greater tidiness.

C u rr ie , G ray and K n o x  w ere awarded th e ir House 
C olours.

T .C .G .F .

TH E OPENING OF THE N E W  ST U D Y BLO CK

At 2.0 o’clock on Sports Day a small procession led by Pipers Gillanders and Gray, and guided by the 
Headmaster, left the Dining Hall and moved toward the new block.

Boys and their parents were assembled between the Dining Hall and the new building, and Mr N. Gillanders, 
Chairman of the Governors, addressed the company and pronounced the building formally open.

Mr  Muir on behalf of Ruthven, in which House he has an interest in the shape of three sons, and Mr E. 
Gillanders, President of the Strathallan Club, on behalf of Nicol, accepted the building and they were led 
to the two Houses by Large and Turnbull, J. C., being the keybearers. Mr Muir unlocked the door to Ruthven 
and Mr Gillanders pretended to do the same at the Nicol block, though it was still unfinished and the door 
still had to be fitted! Messrs. Williams and Fairbairn accepted the keys for their respective Houses. The 
Ruthven block was then open to visitors.

TCGF
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L E B U R N

Looking back, as I recover in stages from my first year as Housem aster of Leburn, I find it difficult to assess w hether 
the year was a good one, or just average over the whole spectrum  of house life. W e had our ups and downs, as one 
would expect, but my general im pression was that the m ajority of the House pulled well together in the games and 
activities.

A  com prehensive record of the year is neither desirable nor necessary, and it is my difficult task to try  to select some 
of the highlights from a whole range of individual and team performances.

First of all from the w ork point of view , N . L. G ardner must take pride of place by v irtu e  of his excellent A  level results 
this sum m er— tw o A  grades and one B— which is exactly what he needed to gain entry to Fitzw illiam  College, Cam bridge, 
in 1977. W e ll done N eil. He also gained an R .A .F . Flying Scholarship last N ovem ber, so his final year here has been a 
most successful one. J. G . Leishman too did well in the A  levels and w ill be starting at G lasgow  U niversity  in O cto b e r. 
Aw ay from the academic front, K . W . W illo x , o ur outstanding sw im m er, won the T ayp o rt to Broughty Ferry swim in 
Septem ber and w ith it a most handsome tro phy dating back to goodness know s when. R. I. W h itake r, who captained 
both the 1st X V  and 1st X I  cricke t, as w ell as playing in the 1st X I  hockey, deservedly won the Cam pbell A w ard. 
D . R. N ew ton never actually won anything as I recall but made substantial contributions in many fields of activity, and is 
included in the ‘honours’ list for this reason.

A t the ju n io r end-of-the-House, I. L. Johnson was awarded a Music Scholarship and im m ediately started negotiations 
to drop physics and take music O  level instead! J. B. M cDougall clinched the 4A  form prize tw ice during the year and 
S. M cCallum the 3C  prize at Christm as, and was prom ptly prom oted.

O u r teams acquitted them selves pretty well in the House com petitions throughout the year, and it was disappointing 
that the ’flu epidem ic restricted the program m e. O u r music was again strong and well organised, and we felt we could 
have won the cup for the second year in succession— o ur com puter also predicted a boxing w in! H ow ever it was 
exciting to win the sw im m ing cup for the first tim e ever in a nail-biting finish and the juniors did very well to claim the 
cricke t cup. Second place in both athletics cups was good, but it was disappointing to find that some juniors did not 
even manage one standard, which is not exactly helping the cause. Surely  everyone is capable of reaching one standard! 
D. J. H eadrick did well to win the m iddle V icto r Ludorum  on Sports Day, but he was pushed the w hole way by 
R. G. G allow ay. W e were runners-up in the shooting, tennis and squash com petitions, lacking a little  in depth in all, 
but A . B. Caithness captured the individual tennis cup.

O r  musicians (w here would the orchestra be w ithout them?) w orked very hard in the successful ‘O rpheus' production 
and M cPhail’s Ironside appearances w ere always greeted w ith enthusiastic applause! F. G . Macadam, next near's Head 
of House, deserves a special mention at this point for w inning the G randison Music Prize on Speech Day.

Finally, I am very grateful to lain W h ita k e r for all his assistance in helping to run the House, and to all the House 
Prefects w ho tried hard to keep me righ t during my first year. W e  wish all the leavers success in the future and hope 
that they w ill keep in touch.

H .C .A .
H EAD OF HOUSE : R. I. W h ita ke r.

PREFECTS R. A. McPherson, D. R. N e w to n , K. W . W illo x ,  R. K. L in ton ,
J. G. Leishman, N. L. G ardner, F. G. Macadam.

C APTAINS OF SPORT A N D  ACTIVITIES
R. I. W h ita ke r.
J. G. Leishman.
P. A. H ill.
D. R. N ew ton .
K. W . W illo x .
A. B. Caithness.
A. T. Henderson.
C. J. W allace and
C. J. Schneeberger.

HOUSE C O LO U R S : C. J. W allace, D. R. N e w to n , K. W . W illo x ,  F. G. Macadam.

Rugby, H ockey and C ric ke t
A th le tics  and C ross-C oun try
Squash and G o lf
Music, Ski-ing and Sailing
Sw im m ing
Tennis
Shooting
Boxing
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CAIRDS

Cairds are official outfitters to 
Strathallan School —  and so it's 

only natural that our selection of schoolwear 
is second to none. But Cairds quality 

doesn't stop here. W e stock a large selection 
of day-to-day wear and clothes for leisure 

activities —  plus a wide range of 
sports equipment and accessories. And with 

an opening order there's 5%  Discount 
for cash within seven days.

Y o u ’ll find uniform excellence at 
Cairds —  whatever kind of 

clothing you 
need.

_  Reform Street, Dundee
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I K M g

This has been a year of considerable change in R iley House. 
A t  the beginning of the year, we bade a sad farew ell to  Mr 
Hewson after so many years of to lerant to il, and at the end 
an equally sad farewell to Miss W a rre n , one of the most loyal 
servants any school could wish to have. The num ber of boys 
has also increased, and this has forced a num ber of changes 
in accommodation and use of facilities. A ll told, R iley in 
Septem ber 1976 bears a very different appearance from that 
of Riley in Ju ly  1975.

It is not really possible for som ebody w ho has not been a 
member of Riley House in some capacity or other to appre­
ciate fully the dedicated hard w o rk  that has been the 
contribution of Mr Hewson over the years. It is true to say 
that the Housem aster can never be com pletely off duty 
during term — and yet throughout the long and often 
arduous years of his Housem astership Mr Hewson has not 
only shown great stamina but has also displayed an intu itive 
understanding of small boys and tolerance, wisdom  and, 
w here necessary, firm ness in dealing w ith the ir problem s 
and weaknesses. It has been all too easy to take over a house 
w here the organisation was so good. It was distressing to 
have to live through the weeks of his illness, but very pleas­
ing to see him gradually come back to his old self again and 
even be seen in his proper place again— out in the middle 
taking cricke t on the Paddock which he has loved so much.

Loved— this is a w ord which comes easily when one th in ks 
of M issW arren, for she has certainly been loved, both at 
Fettes, where I first knew her, and in her ten years at Riley. 
Dedication and hard w o rk  have been her w atchw ords, too, 
and there can be very few Riley boys who have not felt them ­
selves considerably helped by a kind or helpful w ord in 
season. W e  have been fortunate indeed to have had as a 
Matron a lady who has combined medical know ledge, con­
siderable organisational ability and, above all, a deep and 
shrewd know ledge of human nature— and, as the icing on 
a luscious cake, a really delicious sense of hum our.

Miss W a rre n ’s successor is Mrs Rankine from Perth, w ho 
has two boys in the school and w ho also has medical
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experience behind her. W e  consider ourselves very 
fortunate indeed to have such an able successor. There  have 
been other personnel changes on the R iley staff too— Mr Kay 
has departed for other clim es and Mr Swain found that being 
a R iley tu to r was an excellent prelude to marriage, as so 
many have found before him, and has left us with all our good 
w ishes for m arried bliss. W e  were delighted that N igel 
Pennie was able to assist us in the sum m er term  and do a 
stirrin g  job w ith the athletics, and we are even more so that 
he w ill be staying a little  longer and coaching the rugby.

R iley teams have had th e ir traditional results on the sports 
field— a poor rugby season follow ed by a successful cricket 
one. W e  have not had good rugby seasons for a year or two 
now, and form er members of the House w ho may be 
m uttering and w ondering w hy may be interested to know 
that v irtu a lly  all R iley boys now go straight into the Senior 
School after 2nd Form , and so we no longer have a hard core 
of e ight to tw elve 3rd year R iley boys w ho used to form the 
nucleus of more successful sides of the past. In addition, we 
have very few boys com ing into R iley at eleven w ith any 
rugby-playing experience, and som etim es they are pitched 
into  the battle after only a few w eeks at the game against 
Prep, schools w ho start the game at nine. Th is year we had 
hoped to do better, w ith some big and powerful boys in 
the House to form a useful pack of forw ards. They did well 
enough against the sm aller sides early in the season but when 
it came to playing schools of the same size o r larger later on, 
th e ir experience was all too obvious. The  situation in cricket 
has been a great deal better because we have had great luck 
in inheriting fine cricketers from  other schools over the 
years. The Prep, schools generally have a much less pro­
fessional approach to cricke t than they do to rugby, and 
Mr H ew son’s enthusiasm and coaching know -how  have been 
an invaluable co ntribu tion . Th is year we inherited four 
boys from  Prep, school 1st X I ’s and they w ere the backbone 
o f a side w hich was slightly  less good than average.

Because of the increase in numbers from 56 to 62, bunk 
beds have been introduced. A t  first we had them all in one



do rm ito ry (Ham ilton House) but this proved much too 
crowded and they w ere subsequently dispersed to all 
corners. The old tu to r ’s room between D rum finn and Islay 
has undergone a big transform ation, for it has become the 
new Riley library, com plete w ith com fortable chairs and 
settee. It also contains, probably tem p orarily , a snooker- 
cum -dining table kindly donated to the House by Mr and 
Mrs W aller. Snooker has become an all too popular pastime 
for w inter evenings . . . .  the boys seem to enjoy it too. 
The old lib rary  by the common room has become a 
m odelling-room  and thus eased the congestion in the 
Com m on Room — w hich can still be noisy enough when 
television vies w ith table tennis for pride of place. 62 boys 
cannot possibly be entertained w ith cricke t every sum m er 
afternoon, and some boys have enjoyed them selves assisting 
the trapper trap those infernal rabbits, w hile others or, 
more often, the same ones, have been happily, busily and 
filth ily  employed in clearing Coven Trees Pond— the idea 
being eventually to stock it w ith fish as the ‘R iley Fishing 
A re a .’ W e shall be lucky to see such as C h risto p h e r C o le  
next year!

The House has had a fairly good year on the artistic  side, 
w ith our usual quota of members of the cho ir and orchestra 
doing us proud, as always. A  large num ber of boys par­
ticipated in ‘O rp h e u s’ w ith A n d re w  M ackenzie-Sm ith 
(Venus) and G reg. Pow rie (C u p id ) doing particularly w ell, 
the latter stealing the show in some scenes. K in gsley W ood 
sang beautifully in the C aro l Service, but his voice d id n ’t 
quite have the staying-pow er for him to repeat the success 
in ‘O rp h e u s.’ Several R iley portra its have adorned various 
walls at various tim es, w ith Martin Lig h tb o d y’s fine ‘H o rse ’ 
probably the p ick of the bunch. R iley boys certainly 
shouldn’t be able to complain for lack of variety in the 
activities they pursue.

I would certainly not complain about the activities they 
pursue, for I feel very lucky indeed to have started as 
Housem aster w ith such a pleasant and helpful bunch of 
boys. Yes, they can be maddening at times, and they could 
certainly be t id ie r and cieaner, but for th e ir goodw ill to us 
and good intentions for them selves, they have, on the w hole, 
proved praisew orthy. Martin G ray ended the year as a 
most capable Head of House, and the other D orm . Heads 
supported him w ell. If the next batch of R iley boys proves 
as pleasant as the last tw o or three years’, the House has no 
excuse for not thrivin g.

M .J.E.W .

R IL E Y  G A M ES R E S U L T S

RUGBY
v. H u rs t Grange lost 0 10
v. Fettes College Juniors won 16 4
v. B elm ont House lost 6 16
v. A rdv reck lost 0 50
v. C lifto n  Hall lost 0 36

R ecord: Played 5 W o n  I D raw n 0 Lost 4
Points fo r  22 against I 16

H O C KEY
v. C lifto n  Hall lost 0 10
v. Fettes College Juniors lost 0 I
v. C ra ig flow e r w on 2 I

18th May at N ew  Park 
W o n  by 90 runs

22nd May at home 
Lost by 45 runs 

19th June at C ra ig flow er 
W o n  by 38 runs

29th June at home 
Match draw n 

6 th July at A rd v re ck  
W o n  by 28 runs 

Record: Played 5 W o n  3 D

RILEY I 15 fo r 3 declared
(J. A . R. Coleman 36 n.o.) 

N E W  PARK 25
(J. A. R. Coleman 7 fo r  7) 

LA T H A LL A N  88 
RILEY 43 
RILEY 61
C RAIG FLO W ER 23

(J. A. R. Coleman 5 fo r 7) 
RILEY 80
C R O F T IN LO A N  30 fo r 8 
RILEY 86 
A RDVR ECK 58 

I Lost I

Event 1st
100m M u ir
200 m Gray
400m Dawson
800m Dawson
H igh Jump D unbar 
Long Jump Gray 
4x100m D rum finn  
Relay

V ic to r  Lu doru m : K. C.

ATHLETICS
2nd
McPherson 
M u ir
McPherson 
Reid 
Dawson 
Graham 
Glencoe

Dawson.

3rd
Dawson
McPherson
Graham
Graham
Doig
McDonald 
Big D orm .

Time/Distance 
13-7 (record ) 
29-4 
66-5 

2m 35-2 (record ) 
I -32m 
4 -40m

56-8 (record )
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SPORT
C O L O U R S

I have been asked to point out, to those who do not know, that the ‘Colours System ’ has been modified, so that colours are not 
autom atically given to a ll m embers o f  a side, although this may be the case depending upon individual circum stances.

Under the present system , which has been in operation since rugby colours were awarded this season, fu ll colours w ill only be 
awarded to those who have made a m ajor contribution or are obviously outstanding in that p a rticu la r sport.

This modification was agreed to unanim ously by house representatives, sports captains and m asters-in-charge o f  the major 
sports and has also been approved by the Headm aster.

BR

rugby
This year’s Captain, lain W h itake r, was the only surviv ing 

member of the previous year’s X V  and this inevitably meant 
that the side would be lacking in both age and experience. 
O nce the right blend was found and a certain amount of 
rugby m aturity was gained by hard experience the results 
w ere favourable but this was only after a very traum atic 
half term . The side was, however, unable to maintain any 
real consistency because of the num ber of unfortunate 
injuries and in all there w ere 27 boys who had played for 
the 1st X V  by Christm as.

The opening match was against Panmure w ith the 
follow ing team :
R. D . G. Pow rie, D. L. H inshaw , P. J. Holland, P. C . 
Mulroney, G . B. M cDonald, D. T . Hay, R. I. W h ita ke r, 
J. C u rr ie , K. A . D. Peddie, N. C . St.J. Yates, D. G . Inglis, 
D . M. N . G illanders, A . T . D. Brew ster, S. B. K n o x, R. J. H. 
W ilson .

The result was somewhat misleading but showed that the 
backs were unable to create and exp lo it openings and to 
convert territo ria l advantage into points. A s a result we 
w ere rather lucky to escape with a draw  thanks to a 
penalty by W h itake r.

For the Perth Academ y match, Russell replaced Holland 
and Park’s fitness was to be tested at loose-head prop ; 
Finlayson also replaced Brew ster. The pack totally dom ­
inated right from the start and produced an enorm ous 
amount of first and second phase possession but w ith Perth 
Academ y playing well defensively, combined w ith o ur 
inability to break through conclusively, what should have 
been a foregone conclusion after the first tw enty minutes 
became more and more frustrating until W h ita k e r came to 
the rescue w ith tw o w ell-taken penalties and K n o x  w ith 
a try.

The O ld  Strathallian match proved to be almost a repeat 
perform ance. W ith  W allace  moving in to tight-head prop, 
having recovered from  a pre-season injury, to join Peddie 
and Park this was to be the strongest front row. C u rr ie  had 
proved him self already to be a very good forw ard and he now 
moved into the second row . O nce again the forwards 
played w ell, particu larly  in the first half but having failed to 
score the points the O ld  Boys, paradoxically, came more 
into th e ir own in the second half and the match was lost. 
K n o x , w ho had a very good game, gave the School the only 
score w ith a penalty.

H aving beaten Fettes in the last tw o matches and very 
convincingly last season, we seemed less concerned to 
achieve the hat-trick than they were to make sure that this 
w ould not be three-in-a-row . W e  w ere out-played in all 
departm ents and only three penalty goals, tw o by K n o x  and 
one by W h ita ke r, kept the score reasonably close. N o t only 
was the result d isappointing but we were to lose Peddie for 
the rem ainder of the season and W h ita ke r, w ho had go t 
caught a little  too often o ver the off-side line, for three 
matches.

It was, therefore, w ith a sense of foreboding that the X V  
approached a very strong and experienced Edinburgh 
Academ y side. Pearson to o k over at scrum -half and Holland 
returned after in jury  to the centre. A n oth er pre-season 
in jury had healed and Cam eron replaced Finlayson in the 
back-row . Playing against a side w hich was to have five or 
six  representing Scottish Schoolboys it was most encourag­
ing to see the score-line at half-time (0-3). The experience 
of the opposition pack showed in the second half and with 
some strong and determ ined running from th e ir backs the 
final score was soon reached. There  w ere no excuses after 
this result but the first half, in particular, did illustrate  what
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could be achieved and m entally prepared the side well for 
the Glenalm ond match.

O nce agajn there were some enforced changes due to 
in juries: Russell replaced M cDonald on the w ing and Magill 
replaced W ilso n  in the back row . The o ther change was 
more tactical and was aimed at try in g  to make more use of 
the ball supplied in ample measure by the forw ards in earlier 
matches. Th is involved prom oting McPherson w ho to ok 
over from Hay at fly-half and held the position for the 
rem ainder of the School games. Previous m isfortunes were 
put to one side as the X V  had one of its finest perform ances. 
The pack played w ith trem endous determ ination and 
dominated th e ir opposite numbers. Pearson hounded the 
opposing scrum -half when Glenalm ond did get the ball and 
McPherson made sure that te rrito ria l dom ination was 
almost total. Pow rie, w ho had taken over as Captain in the 
previous game played w ith great confidence and the pack 
was encouraged, driven and cajoled to even greater things 
by Park. H ow ever, some very desperate defensive w o rk  and 
a w ell-taken break-away try  was to rob the School of a w ell- 
deserved v ic to ry— ‘the greatest crim e since the G reat Tra in  
Robbery?’

A fter a very prom ising start against Lo re tto  it was dis­
appointing for all involved that a draw  was the final result 
and even more so when K n o x  had to leave the field w ith a 
hand injury. N ot only did he miss the M erchiston match but 
also his chance of playing in a President’s X V  against the 
Southern Schools; those w ho played w ere : Pow rie, Mul­
roney, W h ita ke r and Inglis. For the M erchiston match 
W ilson  and W h ita k e r returned to th e ir respective positions 
and it looked as if sound v icto ry  was certain w hen W h ita ke r 
converted a penalty to make the score 10-0 just after half- 
tim e. Some very good and purposeful running by the backs 
had brought a try  for H inshaw  and should have produced at 
least tw o more. Unfortunately a very bad mistake by 
Pow rie and some rank bad tackling made a present of s ix  
points and from that point M erchiston never looked back. 
A  penalty to give them v icto ry  from the last k ick  of the 
game was to add a final dram atic touch.

Park was injured in the M erchiston match and did not 
play another School tnatch— a sad loss, although as the 
official touch judge he continued to give his own brand of 
encouragem ent. The team was now beginning to w onder 
w hat they had to do to win and this was not helped by the 
Keil match. There  were five enforced changes: M cDonald 
replaced H inshaw ; Finlayson for Biggart, w ho had done 
such a good job since taking over from Peddie; Yates for

Park w ith W ilso n  and K n o x  return ing to the ir respective 
positions. Th is was a most entertaining match and another 
trem endous perform ance by the forw ards. How ever, only 
one try  was scored— a very determ ined, individual effort by 
M cDonald— and too many mistakes were made. Three 
penalties by W h ita ke r put the School into the lead only for 
v icto ry  to be snatched in the closing seconds. Th is was 
alm ost too much for the team and one of the forw ards in the 
dressing room was heard to question the existence of a 
k indly divine presence in the w orld.

The most disappointing thing about the M orrison’s match 
was the loss of Holland for the rem ainder of the season; he 
had been m aturing as a centre and had been playing very 
w ell. Despite all the m isfortunes there was an a ir of expect­
ancy of a good weekend as we set off on the long trip  to 
G o rdo nsto un; this expectancy may well have been created 
by the know ledge that G ordonstoun was co-educational and 
was certain ly increased when it was found that a disco was 
organised for that night. It was not surprising, therefore, 
that the team ’s performance was somewhat sluggish in the 
first half. Fortunately things im proved and tries were 
scored by W allace and W h ita k e r; the latter also got one 
penalty and converted one of the tries and the scoring was 
completed w ith a drop-goal from McPherson. There  was 
much jubilation after the match and a reluctance to leave.

O nce again the backs had not made the most of the 
opportun ities and as a result C ro w e  was prom oted: he had 
been captaining the 2nd X V  and learning the trade as a



centre. H is purposeful running and unselfish play was to 
make a big difference. C u th ill, a very strong and determ ined 
w ing had also earned prom otion. W e  did not really deserve 
to win the D o llar match but fortune was on our side and 
guided superbly by the boot of W h ita k e r who converted 
five out of five penalties.

Th is was the first tim e the School had played Rannoch at 
1st X V  level and it was to be o ur biggest v icto ry  of the 
season. Th is was a much better all round perform ance with 
some positive running from the backs and good support play 
from the forw ards. A s a result C ro w e  scored tw o tries, 
K n o x, Magill, W allace one try  each and C u th ill one try  and 
a conversion. Morale, which had never been a problem  in 
spite of the disappointm ents, was now trem endous at just 
the right tim e to face a Kelvinside team which had only lost 
one match. An unchanged side played w ith great sk ill and 
determ ination and in a very tigh t match a try  by Pow rie and 
a penalty by C u th ill was sufficient to give the School a w ell- 
deserved victory. Th is was undoubtedly one of the ir best 
performances.

From the sublim e to the rid iculous! Because of the bad 
tim ing of the Glasgow  Academ y match due to an early end 
of term the team had to be changed and the Social Services 
for once did a disservice to the X V . Some 0 -0  draws can be 
enthralling— this was definitely not!

The Easter term  began w ith a very encouraging v icto ry  
against W est of Scotland C o lts  and the anticipation of a 
half-term tour to Liverpool and the Isle of Man. U n fo rtu n ­
ately due to bad w eather and the ’flu epidem ic no more 
rugby was played, the House matches had to be cancelled 
as was the tour.

W hereas the change in age groups seems to have benefited 
our jun io r teams it has weakened the sides below the first 
game. Th is situation was not helped because it coincided 
w ith a small U pper V lth . Despite this the 2nd X V  had a 
very good season losing only to Edinburgh Academ y. The 
Senior C o lts after a rather poor start im proved m arkedly 
and ended w ith a satisfactory set of results. The M inor 
C olts, playing w ith great determ ination and sk ill, had the ir 
best season. H ow ever, the honours must go to the Ju n io r 
C o lts who won all the ir games. Th is was a strong side w ith 
a form idable pack and ably led by A . W . Ferguson from  the 
fly-half position. Th is season’s performances by the ju n io r 
sides is most encouraging for the future.

In conclusion I w ould like to thank all the coaches w ho 
give so much tim e and effort to make the game so successful 
in the School as a whole. Thanks also to all those behind the
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scenes and especially Mrs P lizka w ho make sure the essen­
tials and extras are provided. Th is colum n is also the place 
w here a thank-you, on behalf of rugby in its w idest sense, 
should be given to Frank M cNamara for his long and devoted 
w o rk  for the game in the School.

1st X V  (S c h o o l m a tc h e s)
Perth Academy 
Fettes College 
Edinburgh Academy 
T r in ity  College, G lenalm ond 
L o re tto  School 
M erch is ton Castle School 
Keil School 
M o rrison 's  Academy 
G ordonstoun School 
D o lla r Academy 
Rannoch School 
K e lv inside Academy 
Glasgow Academy

1st X V  (C lu b  m a tc h e s)
Panmure 
O ld  S trathallians 
W e s t o f Scotland C olts 
Schools: Played 13, W o n  5, D raw n 2, Lost 6, Points fo r  119, 

Points against 126.
A ll Matches: Played 16, W o n  6, D raw n 3, Lost 7, Points fo r  137, 

Points against 139.

2nd X V
Fettes College
T r in ity  College, G lenalm ond 
Edinburgh Academy 
L o re tto  School 
M erch iston Castle School 
Rannoch School 
M o rriso n ’s Academy 
Dundee H igh School 
K e lv inside Academy 
Glasgow Academy

BR

W o n 10 0
Lost 9 19
Lost 0 30
Lost 4 6
D raw n 6 6
Lost 10 12
Lost 13 16
Lost 3 7
W o n 16 6
W o n 15 14
W o n 26 6
W o n 7 4
D raw n 0 0

D raw n 3 3
Lost 3 10
W on 12 0

3rd  X V
Edinburgh Academy 4 th  X V  
Perth Academy 2nd X V  
Glasgow Academy 
Q ueen V ic to ria  School 
Fettes College
T r in ity  College, G lenalm ond 
L o re tto  School 
M erch is ton Castle School 
Rannoch School 
D o lla r Academy 
Played 10, W o n  5, Lost 5, Points fo r  I I I ,  Points against 58.

D raw n 4 4
W o n 22 10
Lost 8 16
W o n 16 6
W o n 8 4
W o n 9 0
W o n 22 4
W o n 51 4
W o n 24 0
D raw n 10 10

t  1, Points fo r 174,

Lost 0 4
W o n 47 0
W o n 6 3
Lost 3 7
Lost 3 16
Lost 6 8
W o n 10 8
W o n 6 4
W o n 26 0
Lost 4 8



4th X V
Edinburgh Academy 5th X V  
Fettes College
T r in ity  College, G lenalm ond 
L o re tto  School 
D o lla r Academy 
Kelvinside Academy 
Played 6, W o n  I, Lost 5, Poin

5th X V
Lo re tto  School
T r in ity  College, G lenalm ond

6th X V
T r in ity  College, G lenalm ond

S e n io r  C o lt s  X V
Edinburgh Academy 
Perth Academy 
Fettes College 
L o re tto  School 
M erchiston Castle School 
Keil School 
G ordonstoun School 
D o lla r Academy 
Kelvinside Academy 
Played 9, W o n  5, D raw n 2, L<

J u n io r  C o lt s  X V
Edinburgh Academy 
Perth Academy 
Glasgow Academy 
Queen V ic to ria  School 
M o rrison ’s Academy 
Fettes College 
L o re tto  School 
M ershiston Castle School 
Rannoch School 
Dundee High School 
D o lla r Academy 
Kelvinside Academy

M in o r C o lt s  X V
Edinburgh Academy 
Perth Academy 
M o rriso n ’s Academy 
Fettes College 
L o re tto  School 
M erchiston Castle School 
Rannoch School 
Glasgow Academy ‘A ’ 
Glasgow Academy 'B ' 
D o lla r Academy 
Lathallan School

Lost 15 18
Lost 0 38
Lost 0 28
Lost 3 23
Lost 10 16
W o n 28 0

fo r 56, Points against 123.

W o n 15 3
Lost 0 38

Lost 4 44

Lost 0 10
D raw n 4 4
Lost 0 60
W o n 24 4
D raw n 10 10
W o n 19 0
W o n 19 15
W o n 12 8
W o n 28 6

: 2, Points fo r  116, Points a

W o n 8 4
W on 24 8
W o n 11 4
W o n 24 6
W o n 19 10
W o n 10 3
W o n 24 0
W o n 8 6
W o n 17 14
W o n 29 0
W o n 25 0
W o n 46 0

45, Points against 55.

W o n 13 4
W o n 66 6
W o n 13 0
W on 6 0
W on 15 3
Lost 0 4
W on 44 0
W o n 7 4
W o n 10 6
Lost 4 6
W on 36 0

;s fo r 2 14, Points against 33

C R O S S - C O U N T R Y
C a p ta in : H . J .M .  Foottit.

V ice-Capta in : D .R .M .P a r k .

The Cross-Country Team m aintained the standard o f previous 
years. The M iddle team ran well and won a ll but one match. 
Jun ior teams ran whenever possible.

26th F e b r u a r y :  v. P e r th  A c a d e m y  v. P e r th  H ig h  ( H )
Perth H igh could not supply a complete senior team. Lamb 

broke the School record by 3 6 -5  seconds.

S e n io r  M id d le  J u n io r
Strathallan  23 17 37
Perth H igh  35 19
Perth Academ y 33 28 24

Strathallan was the overall winner.

2nd M a rc h : v. R a n n o c h  ( H )

Rannoch fielded very good teams once again. Although we won 
the M iddle, we ju st  fa iled to win the Senior race. Lamb beat his 
own record by a further five seconds with Foottit, Parker and 
Gardner also running well.

S e n io r  M id d le  J u n io r
Rannoch 18 23 12
Strathallan  20 15 27

Rannoch was the overall winner.

6th  M a rc h : v. C r a ig m o u n t  v. K ir k c a ld y  H ig h  ( H )

Craigm ount and K irkca ld y  did not have teams in a ll age 
groups but they did supply some very good individual runners 

S e n io r  M id d le  J u n io r
Strathallan  10 I I  15
Craigm ount —  14 12
K irkca ld y  I I  —  —

13th M a rc h : S c o t t is h  S c h o o ls  C h a m p io n s h ip s

The Scottish Cham pionships took place at Cum nock Academy 
in Ayrshire. The course was tougher than last year and was very 
muddy in places. The Senior team came 10th out o f  17 teams, 
and the M iddle came 10th out o f  45 teams. The Junior team and 
Riley teams were unplaced. Lamb (35) and Parker, 8. W . (47) 
ran very well in the M iddle race as did Reid (46) in the U .I3  and 
Foottit in the Senior.

18th M a rc h : v. M o rr is o n s  A c a d e m y  v. D o l la r  A c a d e m y  
v. F e tte s  C o lle g e  ( H )

This match closed the season on a high note. A team from  
Riley also ran against Fettes. This match was won very con­
vincingly by Strathallan.
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S e n io r M id d le J u n io r U . I3
Strathallan 23 16 18 12
D o llar 30 30 24 —
Fettes 38 74 43 24
M orrisons 48 38 48 —

S c h o o l In t e r -H o u s e  C r o s s - C o u n t r y :  Due to the inclem ent 
weather during the Spring term it was only possible to run the 
Jun ior Race, the result being as fo llow s :—

I. R U T H V E N  2. N IC O L  3. F R E E L A N D
4. L E B U R N  5. S IM PSO N

Cross-Country colours were awarded to H . J . M. Foottit, 8. W . 
Parker and D. C . Lamb.

H .J.M .F .

S K I-1  N G
The Ski C lu b  has once again increased in numbers to a 

grand total of 138 perm it holders, 96 of whom took part in 
the various trips to Glenshee, G lencoe and C a irn go rm . The 
main contingent of sk iers skied at Glenshee but the ‘A ’ and 
‘B ’ teams were fortunate enough to spend a couple of 
weekends at Aviem ore, participating in the Scottish Schools’ 
races.
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O n Friday 27th February the racing squad headed for 
C arrb rid ge , w here we stayed both Friday and Saturday 
nights, to take part in the Scottish Schools’ Q ualifying race 
but, I’m afraid that Strath. ‘B ’ team was eliminated due to 
tw o slight mishaps. O ne racer to ok a nose-dive half-way 
down the course and the other was the only one out of s ixty  
racers to succeed in missing the last gate. N aturally we were 
disqualified but I feel that the weekend was thoroughly 
enjoyable and useful in the racing experience which it 
provided.

A lm o st tw o w eeks later the ‘A ’ team was back in C a irn ­
gorm  again, racing in the Scottish Schools’ Final, and,
although the results w eren’t too overw helm ing, we 
managed to qualify for next year. O u r  final position was 9th 
and the individual results were as fo llow s: W . R. Ferguson 
26th in 42-7 seconds; F. S. Benzies 40th in 45-2 ; R. J.
Duncan 42nd in 45-4  and o ur last but not least racer,
A u strian-b orn  W e rn e r ‘ K lam m er’ Kleem an, fell and was 
subsequently disqualified.

A viem ore seems to have proved a great success, as
always, not only for the sk i-ing  but also for the apres-ski.

The only other team race of the season was the Perthshire 
Schools in w hich Strath, managed to prove themselves 
adm irably by w inning alm ost everything possible for them 
to win. The race was held between the T ig e r and Cairnw ell 
in foul conditions but o ur perform ance was apparently 
unhindered. W e  entered tw o teams, the Open team of 
W . R. Ferguson, M. D. K irk , M. J. Yellow lees and H. W . R. 
Steedman w inning the O pen team event w hilst W . R. 
Ferguson to ok the individual title . O u r  three-m an Inter­
mediate (u-16) team of F. S. Benzies, R. J. Duncan and G. D. 
Robb won the Interm ediate team event w ith Benzies and 
Duncan finishing second and third in the individual classi­
fication, 0 -9  and I -7 seconds respectively behind the w inner.

For the first tim e ever the Interhouse Ski-in g  C o m p ­
etition was not held and I hasten to add that this was not 
due to the lack of snow but rather the opposite, conse­
quently the bus could not get up the road. O u r enthusiastic 
and adventurous tra iner was determ ined to carry out the 
race and thus set out to find an appropriate piste. U n­
fortunately the piste he found was on the flanks of Ben 
Gulabin w here he proceeded to set out the course. Sadly 
m isfortune struck before the start of the race and we 
received our first casualty of the season on the last day. 
John McPhail struck again, breaking his ankle— we wish him 
all the best for next season. As we were apparently outside 
the range of the Glenshee Ski Rescue Service(!) the race had 
to  be abandoned so that we could tend to the ‘body’ but
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some of the incidents that w ere to fo llow  w ill be rem em ­
bered by many, for exam ple H. W . R. Steedm an’s efforts at 
rock-ski-ing and his subsequent attem pts to fly.

I am glad to be able to report that the interest in foreign 
trips has increased once again and the School is therefore 
at present arranging a trip  to Leysin in Sw itzerland for 
about 20 boys at the end of the Autum n Term . I am glad to 
see these trip s being organised again and would advise any­
one to take up the opportun ity  of a most w orthw hile  
holiday.

Teams w ere drawn from the fo llow ing squad: W . R. 
Ferguson, F. S. Benzies, R. J. Duncan, W . A . Kleem an, 
R. D. G . Pow rie, M. J. Yellow lees, M. D. K ir k , C . J. E. 
Houston, G . D. Robb, K. L. B iggart, H. W . R. Steedman. 
There is plenty of racing enthusiasm and potential in the 
School and I feel that some encouraging results could be 
obtained next season given the o pportun ity. Finally our 
thanks must go to J.F .C . for all he has done for Strath ski-ing 
and we wish him a good ’77 season.

W R F  (to whom in turn 
my thanks for his invaluable assistance w ith club 
organisation and train ing both of recreational and 
racing sk iers— JF C ).

SQ U A SH
U nfortunately, due mainly to the ’flu epidem ic in the 

Spring term , matches w ere rather lim ited this season, and 
the shortage of com petition undoubtedly affected the 
standard of play, which was disappointing.

The match against the strong Barnard C astle  V  dem on­
strated all too clearly o ur lack of experience, but it is to be 
hoped that some lessons were learnt. W e  fared badly in 
the Bank of Scotland Quaich at C o lin ton  Castle  in March, 
but, nevertheless tho ro ughly enjoyed the weekend and, 
hopefully learnt a bit more.

N e x t year the plan is to play more senior matches; mainly 
club sides in the Autum n term  and School fixtures after 
C hristm as, w hilst the juniors w ill get more com petitive 
play amongst them selves as well as playing some School 
matches.

D. G . Inglis became the first w inner of the magnificent 
V ivian-Fairlie  C up, w hich was presented to the Squash C lu b  
by S. N . Vivian and P. J. Fairlie soon afte r they left last year. 
It is awarded annually to the w inner of the senior knock-out 
com petition, and w ill certainly prom ote extra  interest and 
keeness at this level, which is exactly what the donors 
intended. Th an k you very much Sim on and Peter.
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R E S U L T S
S E N I O R  V

v. G lenalmond Away W o n 3 - 2
v. Barnard Castle School Home Lost 5 - 0
v. C o lin to n  Castle Home Lost 5 - 0
v. Perth G ram m ar School Home W on 3 - 0
v. O ld  Boys Home Lost 4 -  1

J U N I O R  V
v. G lenalmond Away W on 4 -  1
v. F irh ill Home Lost 4 -  1
v. G lenalmond Home W o n 4 -  1
v. F irh ill Home Lost 3 - 2

Ruthven beat Leburn in the  final o f the House com pe tition .
Senior Cham pion D. G. Ingl is.
Jun io r C ham pion A. W . Ferguson.

The fo llow in g  played fo r the  sen ior team : D. G. Inglis (Capt.), A . W . 
Ferguson, P. A . H ill, D. T. Hay, R. A . S tone-W igg, W . M. Potts, 
G. K. Cochrane, I. F. G erra rd .

The fo llow in g  played fo r  the  ju n io r team : A. W . Ferguson, A. C. B. 
Baird, C. B. Cam pbell, J. B. Callendar, D. Sim, N . A. S tone-W igg, 
I. F. G errard .

B A S K E T B A L L

Basketball this year seems to have been something o f a let­
down after the in itia l enthusiasm  and success o f  last year. The 
team appears to have suffered from an acute lack o f  inches/ 
centim etres as well as match success; nor have they managed 
to find themselves a niche in the congested tim etable for their 
practice sessions, undisturbed by the demands o f  m ajor sports 
and thespians. They did inflict defeat upon the M asters, however, 
and apparently possess some enthusiastic ju n io rs who should  
develop well i f  they manage to m aintain their enthusiasm .

C U R L I N G
C urlin g  is now a very  expensive lu xu ry , and fo r  th is  reason the  

num ber o f curle rs in the  School has d im in ished considerably th is  year. 
W e  w ere d is tin c tly  pushed to  produce a r in k  against the  O ld  Boys in 
N ovem ber, bu t happily tw o  masters came to  the  rescue, a lthough it  
must be said th a t th e ir  experience o f the  game was som ewhat lim ite d ! 
The B arr Cup was du ly  won by the  O ld Boys again, bu t we w ill con tinue 
to  search fo r ta le n t and hopefu lly  we w ill do b e tte r next tim e .

H O C K E Y

The outdoor season usually begins w ith masters in charge 
searching for patches of ground dry enough for practice, but 
this year an exceptional w inter gave fast, firm pitches from 
the start. O n ly  a couple of dow npours interrupted the 
te rm ’s program m e, causing the re-siting of the Fettes 
matches and the cancellation of the House final.

The indoor train ing sessions revealed an unusual depth 
of talent at senior level and great things were expected, but 
overall the 1st X I ’s results were disappointing. Much good
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hockey was played in m idfield, particularly when Brew ster, 
C u rr ie , Magill and Ferguson combined in the centre of a 
4 -4 -2  form ation, but, despite the sk ills  of Hay and G ray and 
the speed of C ro w e  and W h itake r, far too many straight­
forw ard chances w ere missed. In defence the courage and 
quick reflexes of M unro in goal made it difficult for 
oppositions to score freely, and it was only through 
occasional lapses in stopping by the young, but prom ising, 
full-backs K n o x  and Yello w lees that goals against came.

The opening fixtu re  at Aberdeen was som ething of an 
anti-clim ax. H ockey at Rubislaw  Academ y (form erly A b e r­
deen G ram m ar School, producer of many fine players) has 
suffered badly from educational reorganisation. W ith o u t 
playing particularly well o ur 1st X I had a comfortable win 
w ith W h ita ke r scoring four.

A t Lo re tto , Strathallan responded well to the higher class 
of the opposition, attacked from the start and w ent into the 
last quarter of the game 1-0 up. O n ly  then did the Loretto  
halves begin to dominate as expected and, w ith the Strath­
allan backs becoming increasingly vulnerable to the long 
straight ball, it was no surprise when erro rs led to two 
goals and the game was lost.

G ordonstoun com m itted a clear case of daylight robbery. 
Strathallan totally contro lled the match but the ten or more 
chances in the first half were ruined by ineffectual shooting 
at an ample and alert goalkeeper, and led only to a single 
goal. G ordonstoun showed what could be done by con­
verting a long corner on the ir second visit to our circle. This 
pattern continued in the second half and as Strathallan 
became more and more frustrated the visito rs in another 
rare raid clinched the game w ith 3 m inutes rem aining.

Fettes play an aggressive type of hockey and, as so often 
before, this, coupled w ith the narrow  pitch, unsettled 
Strathallan and only fine keeping from Munro kept the deficit 
to  1-0 at half tim e. Strathallan played more confidently 
after the interval and w ith 5 minutes to go Hay scored from 
a pass from the right. But Fettes w ere not to be denied and 
a clash between a home forw ard and o ur goalkeeper led to 
a converted penalty stroke in the last minute.

If public school hockey is som etim es too rugged then that 
played in the state schools is often too delicate. W hat is 
required is a blend of speed, aggression and skilfu l in ter­
passing and in one of th e ir best perform ances in recent 
years the 1st X I  achieved this against an experienced Perth 
High School side. Magill, Brew ster and C u rr ie  w ere out­
standing as feeders of accurate passes and G ray positioned 
him self well to score four from the left w ing.



The short season ended w ith another anti-clim ax. A  
Perthshire X I  (alm ost a Perth Academ y team) elected to 
play w ithout a goalkeeper so that, although Strathallan 
played com petently on th e ir first v isit to the N o rth  Inch, the 
victory was a little  hollow.

The second X I  was an unusually skilful side this year as it 
demonstrated by producing what must be a record Strath­
allan score in their first fixtu re , but the forw ards also lacked 
the flair to convert half-chances against stron ger teams. The 
Senior C o lts had yet another successful season, so next 
year there should be plenty of talent from w hich to select.

An attem pt was made to develop such talent early in the 
school year by running the Green Shield tests for th ird- 
form ers. U nfortunately the surfaces available at this tim e 
were not always conducive to easy m astery of the basic 
sk ills and only a few boys obtained awards. N e x t year 
sim ilar tests can be held indoors and the outdoor season 
should see a crop of tracksu its em bellished by rose badges.

The S .S .H .A . tria ls were held on a different basis this 
year. A  squad from the state schools was selected in the 
autumn of 1975 and a scratch public school side matched 
against it in February before most of our seasons had begun. 
In short games the combined Fettes/Loretto/A bbey/Strath- 
alIan team dem onstrated the advantages of greater fitness 
and more direct methods by scoring five goals w ithout reply. 
Strathallan was represented by Hay, Brew ster, H. J. P. G ray 
and K. Peddie. Hay and Brew ster were invited to attend the 
final trial together w ith Munro. Hay was eventually selected 
for the Scottish Schoolboys and acquitted him self well in all 
three matches at the Home C ou ntries Tournam ent in 
Edinburgh in A p ril.

My thanks go to Brew ster for his ab ility to enthuse others 
both in train ing and matches, to Hay w ithout whose efficient 
journalism  these notes could not have been com piled, to the 
Factor and his men for the preparation of pitches, to Matron 
for ensuring that the 1st X I look so neat, and finally to those 
masters who took games even when they claimed no 
expertise. I hope all, and the w eather, are as kind next 
season.

J.N .F .

1st XI
v. Rubislaw Academy 
v. L o re tto  
v. G ordonstoun 
v. Fettes
v. Perth High School 
v. A P erthshire XI

R E S U L T S

W on 6 0
Lost 1 2
Lost 1 2
Lost 1 2
W o n 6 0
W on 6 1

2nd XI
v. Rubislaw Academy W on 16 0
v. Perth Academy W on 9 0
v. L o re tto Lost 1 3

3rd XI
v. L o re tto W on 4 3

4th XI
v. Fettes Drawn 5 5

SENIOR COLTS X I
v. Rubislaw Academy W o n II 1
v. Perth Academy W on 4 0
v. L o re tto W on 2 1
v. G ordonstoun W on 2 1
v. Fettes Lost 1 4

JU N IO R  COLTS X I
v. L o re tto W on 4 1

M IN O R  COLTS XI
v. L o re tto Lost 2 3

O VERALL RECORD (inc lud ing  Riley)
Played 21, W o n  12, D raw n I, Lost 8, Goals fo r 84, Goals against 41.

TEA M S
1st X I

A. T. D. B rew ste r* (Captain), D. T. Hay* (Secretary), R. I. W h it ­
ake r*, D. A. R. M unro*, H. J. P. G ray*, G. J. F. C row e , A. W . B. 
M agill*, J. C u rr ie , A. W . Ferguson, S. B. K nox, M. J. Yellowlees. 

*C o lou rs  awarded.
A lso played: K. A. D. Peddie, W . D. G ibson, P. Holland.

2nd XI
M. D. K irk  (Captain), G. D. Robb, N. St.J. Yates, K. A. D. Peddie, 
R. A . Cunningham , A. W . Ferguson, C. M. C unningham , P. H olland, 
R. A . S tone-W igg, I. F. G erra rd , G. B. McDonald, A . O. Inglis.

SENIOR COLTS XI
R. J. B rew ste r (Captain), J. T u rn e r, E. W . D. Taylo r, J. M. G rant, 
A . C. B. Baird, A . J. F. M cIntosh, C. R. H am ilton , A. C. S. Macphie,
D. Sim, R. M. M itche ll, G. R. M illa r.

HOUSE MATCHES
1st R O U N D  N ico l 2 Simpson I (a fte r ex tra  tim e)
SEMI-FINALS N ico l I Freeland I (N ico l w on on

corners)
Ruthven 2 Leburn 0 

F IN A L Cancelled— Cup shared by N ico l and Ruthven
HOUSE LEAGUES W o n  by Ruthven.
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from  the  S trathallian 1969:
O rchard , T. G. (F ); Came 62*; I ; H. Prefect 69*; E d ito r W in g  

Fo rw ard ; S ub-Editor, S tra tha llian ; Sec. 
Music Soc.; O rchestra ; Assoc. Ed. 6 th Form 
O p in io n ; Play, 69; Pre-Service Inst.
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Arm ed with two 'A ’ levels, eight ‘0 ’ levels and the encouraging  
words that he certa in ly  wasn’t ‘university m ateria l’ Tim  
O rchard  took to p icketing  an Edinburgh college until they let him  
in on a course in jou rna lism . H e spent one year there, learning  
what was w him sica lly  called ‘ The Theory o f  Journalism ’ and 
then prom ptly spent the next year on a newspaper learning to 
do it the proper way. The first piece o f  jo y  for his bank manager 
came in Ju ly  1970 when he worked as press liaison officer at 
the Commonwealth Games in Edinburgh. The first press baron 
to accept his services was Lord Thomson, when he joined the 
‘Evening Exp ress' in Aberdeen. He spent four years there, three 
o f  them as TV  correspondent and sub-editor. In 1974, he joined  
B B C  News in Glasgow, where in both television and radio he’s 
now engaged on the thankless task o f  stick ing  fingers in 
assorted dykes, and hoping that somehow it w ill hold together 
for a bit longer yet!

with frien d s lik e  that
The late W illiam  Hardcastle once found him self involved 

in a curious confrontation, w hile engaged in the seemingly 
innocuous task of setting-up a telephone interview . 
A ttem pting to get through to an e x-d irecto ry  number, he 
found him self against a tho ro ughly intractable and 
inquisitive operator. O n learning that Hardcastle was a 
journalist, this bundle of nationalised charm volunteered the 
opinion that to be a newspaper repo rte r was to be ‘lower 
than a snake’s belly.’ ‘O h  come now ’ says Bill. ‘I was a 
newspaper repo rter myself, once.’ ‘If you’ re a newspaper 
re p o rte r’ continued the operator, undaunted, ‘your 
m other’s bound to be ashamed of you. H ow  could you go 
home and tell your m other yo u’re a newspaper repo rte r? ’

N ow  that may, indeed, be just the sort of old-w orld charm 
w e’ve come to expect from  that miserably inefficient 
organisation (m otto: if we can satisfy just one custom er 
today, if we can achieve just one correct connection— then 
w e’ve failed). But it does seem fairly typical of the level of 
esteem w ith which we in the reporting business are held. 
Journalists are tolerated (just)— but w ould you let your 
daughter m arry one? In any popularity poll, w e’d come 
som ew here low er than the inland revenue, and only 
m arginally higher than yo ur friendly neighbourhood 
traffic warden.

W ro n g  . . . .



A ll those m arvellous H ollyw ood movies of the forties, 
w ith newspapermen in d irty  Bogart raincoats and trilb ies, 
with green eye-shades and lots of ‘hold the front page.’ 
Such tosh! I don’t suffer from rampant halitosis (I hope) 
don’t have alcohol poisoning (not yet, anyway) and the 
nearest I ever came to yelling ‘Hold the front page' was 
when some nut in the com posing room managed to stick  
the pictures on upside down.

So w hy are we first degree outcasts? It started way back 
at school w ith dark m utterings about the evils of the yellow  
press (these Chinese, they get everyw here). Even when you 
th ink you’re the last w ord in sophistication, the distaste 
persists. I recall attending a local medical conference packed 
to the cerebellum  w ith highly-qualified doctors. Determ ined 
to win over at least one of them , I busily engaged in con­
versation w ith S ir Som ebody Som ething Ph.D . etc etc etc. 
A ll w ent fine until the upper crow n at the front of my 
m outh— a temperam ental piece of dentistry  at the best of 
tim es— chose that particular moment to abort. It nose­
dived tow ards his pink gin, hit it at mach tw o — and then 
dropped ignom iniously to the floor, bouncing en route off 
his tw enty-pounds-a-pair left toe-cap. He looked at me, 
somewhat pitifully. I blushed back— toothlessly. The great 
divide was as wide, and as uncom prom ising, as ever.

It isn’t all like that, of course— journalism  is a craft like 
any other, indeed more so than most. W o rk in g  to a tight 
brief means the end product ought to be as precise and as 
sculptured as any literary form , and w ith the added com ­
plexity of always w ork ing against the clock. The image 
doesn’t even stand scrutiny. Tru e , there are the few 
feeble-minded publications which know  a good scandal 
when they see one— and if they can’t see one, then th e y’ll 
certainly invent one. But basically it ’s more honest than 
yo u’d ever know.

And you can’t just w alk in, either. The days of the 
tea-boy-to-editor have gone forever. It's all qualifications, 
now, and exams, and college and— increasingly— university. 
T h a t’s no bad thing either.

Most im portant of all, th e re ’s broadcasting. W h atever 
criticism s are made of radio and television always seeking 
the middle ground (some valid, some most certain ly not) 
broadcasting has at least brought a new ‘responsib ility ’ to 
it all.

You m ight get away w ith the half-truths, the o ve r­
w ritten , the vaguely scandalised and the generally mis­
represented to a readership in the thousands. But when

yo u’re w ork ing in m illions, then caution becomes respect­
able.

It’s an interesting thought, that— w o rk in g  to the m illions. 
And every one of them th in king they own us, our opinions 
and our program m es. Som ehow eighteen pounds a year for 
the licence (or perhaps you pay eight?) turns every view er 
into a home-made H uw  W eldo n. So the broadcasting 
journalist also becomes a much-despised animal. N ot, this 
tim e, because of his less endearing social habits, but because 
every editorial decision made w ill anger at least half the 
population at any one tim e.

Have a T o ry  on the air, and yo u’ll get some charm ing 
G lasgow  east-ender on the ’phone w ithin minutes, doing his 
oriental sage bit w ith the im m ortal w ords ‘Aw , hey, 
Jim m y— get that stupit big g it aff ra te lly. Annat.'

If, on the other hand, it ’s a Labour councillor, then from 
the heart of Bearsden w ill come the com plaint that the 
B B C — as they’ve always thought— was m arxist, subversive 
and generally most unsavoury. And they A L W A Y S  know  
the D irecto r-G e n e ra l.

I know  of one old lady in the Highlands w ho recently 
opined to a colleague that she couldn’t ever consider 
w ork ing for the B B C  because it was run by comm unists and 
sex-perverts. Com m unists? W e ll hardly, dear. And sex 
perverts? Chance would be a fine thing. So there are 
several w ell-tried procedures for dealing w ith calls. If 
th e re ’s a reasonable com plaint, you listen. Then grovel. 
If, on the other hand, it ’s someone tro ttin g  out some long- 
nurtured prejudice, you can try  asking them for their 
licence number (a request usually follow ed by an em barr­
assed silence, much coughing and a dead line). O r  you can 
try  asking the question: ‘Excuse me sir/madam/sonny/rat­
bag— were you born ignorant, o r have you been w orking 
at it? ’ O r  else you can merely say 'So rry , w rong departm ent. 
T ry  Gaelic re lig io n .’

A ll of this, believe it or not, is supposed to be some sort 
of encouragem ent to anyone planning on selling the ir all 
for a career in the fourth estate. It ’s neither seedy, nor 
particularly glam orous. It ’s certainly a fine way to earn 
your pennies, given that you get the odd ulcer throw n in 
free.

And th ere ’s another th ing— th in k  about it next tim e you 
pick up your paper. W e ’re perform ing public service . . . .  
if it hadn’t been for us, who else would have preserved the 
cliche ?

TIM  O R C H A R D .
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fro m  the  S trathallian 1969:
Eriksen S. S. (R ); Came 643; IIIA ; H. Prefect 681; School Prefect 

69l ; Hockey 68-69, C o lou rs ; X I 66-69, C olours,
C apta in ; G olf, C olours, Captain 68; Play, 69;
L.S. R.N.

South African View
In this article  I would like to try  and tell you a little  bit 

about South A frica  w ithout making it sound like the usual 
travel brochure inviting people to im m igrate or spend hard 
earned cash on a round trip  to look at a few lions in a game 
park.

South Africa is a young and energetic country w here there 
is still an enorm ous amount of opportun ities available in 
all spheres. I found my stay in the U .K . a most interesting 
experience in that when I returned to my country, I could 
really see the potential. Skilled labour is still at a shortage, 
but fortunately o ur apartheid barrier is slow ly being 
broken down and more and more Blacks are being trained 
for these jobs.

O n the econom ic side, we are very fortunate in having 
gold, as well as very large deposits of coal and uranium. 
The coal e xp o rt m arket has grow n enorm ously in the last 
year and a new deep sea harbour is nearing com pletion at 
Richards Bay which is on the N o rth  C oast of N ata l; this 
port w ill handle the bulk of coal e xp o rt, mainly to Japan.

O u r standard of liv ing is said to be one of the best in the 
w orld , but inflation has affected us the same as other 
countries. T o  give you some idea, the average person 
holding a managerial position earning in the region of £500 
per month would probably own a three-bedroom ed house 
on a quarter of an acre of ground. He w ould also probably 
employ a full-tim e Black maid, which helps make cu r 
housewives rather idle!

Politically, I can’t see any drastic change in the near 
future. In fact if one looks around the rest of the w orld you 
could say our G overnm ent is most stable, how ever the 
opposition at the moment does not offer much resistance. 
O ne thing that is changing, although slow ly, is our policy of 
apartheid— the once ‘W h ites O n ly ’ signs on benches, 
counters, etc. have fallen away almost com pletely. O u r  own 
major w orry at the moment is the Angolan crisis which at 
the tim e of w riting  seems to have simm ered down for a 
while. In the meantime we have had an increase in call up 
of National Servicem en who are doing intensive tra in ing
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on o ur borders in case of an increase in terro rism  from 
neighbouring Black States. The Rhodesian issue is also 
making the news headlines at present.

Because of South A fr ica ’s size, the country scenery varies 
enorm ously. From  the m ountainous areas of the Eastern 
Transvaal w ith its pine forests— breath-takingly beautiful—  
rather like Scotland, to the flat gold— rich area of the 
W itw atersran d , to the scenic beauty of the coastal Natal 
and Cape areas. Cape Tow n I th in k is very sim ilar to U .K . 
in a lot of respects.

Perpetual greenery, small glades and valleys and even 
w eather conditions are fairly sim ilar. W e  are also very 
fortunate in having some most beautiful beaches which are 
norm ally almost deserted, except for the popular resorts 
of which there are a num ber along the coast.

Distances in the country are taken lightly. For instance, 
one m ight drive  to Cape Tow n from Johannesburg in a day 
and a half, a distance of nearly one thousand miles, and that 
is w ith o ur general speed lim it of 90 kms per hour on the 
open roads (since the introduction of petrol saving laws). 
T o  travel from  one end of South A frica  to the other, one 
would have to cover over 1,500 miles.

South Africans are great sports enthusiasts, and on the 
whole o ur sp ort at international level has suffered through 
lack of international com petitions— you must have read this 
in yo ur own papers. It appears that we may well be back 
in the w orld sporting arena in the near future, but one 
w onders if o ur greats on the cricke t field (to name just one 
sport) like Graem e Pollock, Barry Richards and Eddie 
Barlow  haven’t lost that certain sharpness.

Th is was made very plain to us on the rugby fields during 
the tour by the British  Lions on th e ir last to u r to this 
country. A s we all know , this resulted in a massacre of the 
'Boks. I th in k I’m right in saying that in the first Test, the 
Springboks fielded eleven players w ho had not been capped 
previously. H ow ever, integration between w hites and 
Blacks on the sportsfield has started, and with m erit 
selection of teams, I am sure you w ill see S .A . back in w ith 
a vengeance!

W h at I’ve been able to tell you in this short article  is 
only a minute drop in the large ocean of inform ation and 
interests— all I can say is that if you ever have the oppor­
tu n ity, do come and v isit th is fascinating country for 
yourselves.

Best wishes from all we ‘kilt-w earing South A fricans’ to 
you— the country and the people of whom I have many 
very happy mem ories.

S IM O N  E R IK S E N



we're banking 
on youth

The Clydesdale Bank has established itself in the forefront 
of Scottish Banking. It is a member of Midland Bank Group 
with world wide connections in all forms of banking and 
finance. We can offer young men and young ladies with 
personality, ability and ambition a rewarding and 
satisfying career.

Clydesdale Bank
C a ll on the M a n a ger o f an y B ra n ch  o r w rite  to: 
S t a f f  M a n a ger C ly d e sd a le  B a n k  Lim ite d  
3 0  S t  V in c e n t P la ce  G la s g o w  G 1 2 H L
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from  the  S trathallian 1970:
Cran M. W . H. (S); Came 63-1; I; H. Prefect; Ski Team, C o lou rs 70;

W .O . R.A.F.
. . . .  and then came . . . .

5 Y E A R S  O F  A R M Y  L I F E

If I’m very honest with myself, I suppose I joined the A rm y, 
after leaving Strathallan in 1970, because I couldn’t really 
th in k of anything better to do. The A rm y was offering a 
three-year Sho rt Service Com m ission w ith openings in 
Industry afterwards. Th is looked like a convenient three 
years to th in k about what I wanted to do later and so, in 
N ovem ber 1970, I reported to Mons O fficer Cadet School 
in Aldershot.

Mons was six  months of extrem ely hard w o rk , m ostly 
physical, w ith constant pressure and a certain degree of 
d iscipline and ‘bu ll.’ Especially in the first half of the course 
the going was hard, w ith a lot of doubling around and long 
lists of verbal unpleasantries being screamed out across the 
drill square from immaculate drill sergeants in the Guards. 
Halfway through the course there was a marked change of 
attitude and pleasantries crept in w ith a hint of what sort 
of life was to come at the end of the course as an officer in 
w hatever regim ent one chose.

Having gone to school in Scotland and being Scottish, I 
decided to join a Regim ent of the Scottish D ivision. O n the 
8th May 1971 I was commissioned and joined my regim ent, 
The Royal Scots. W ith in  tw o weeks I was in command of 
my first platoon of th irty  men and on my way to N o rth ern  
Ireland. Th is was really going in at the deep end, and on 
looking back, probably the best way. A lthough not at its 
w orst in May 1971, a to u r of duty in Lo ndonderry proved 
to be som ething of a m aturing experience. O n return ing 
to England in Ju ly tw o weeks leave was most welcome.

In Septem ber 1971 a more pleasant trip  was in o rder in 
the form of a N A T O  exercise in Greece. W e  arrived in 
Greece and spent the first five days camping on a beach 
w hile we acclimatised to the w eather and met up w ith 
other countries represented, such as the Am ericans, 
Belgians and Germ ans. The exercise to ok place between 
the Mediterranean coastline and the Bulgarian border for 
tw o weeks. There  were testing moments as we drove 
about in G ree k armoured transport, the ir drivers not being 
able to speak English and my G reek being lim ited to asking 
for a beer. The exercise ended w ith the right side w inning 
and for me the return journey was by troop ship. You may 
have vivid ideas of troop ships from  various w ar film s, but
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in fact it turned out to be a very pleasant ten-day cruise, of 
w hich eight days w ere spent in the M editerranean.

W ith in  a w eek of our return to U .K . we were warned of 
another to u r in N o rth ern  Ireland. In O cto b e r 1971 I found 
myself in Belfast w here we w ere co ntro lling  the infamous 
Shankhill and C ru m lin  Road areas. I cannot really go into 
detail about trip s to N o rth ern  Ireland as it is rather a 
po litically sensitive subject, nevertheless it was another eye 
opening experience dealing with hostile crowds, gun 
battles and bombs on the one hand and talk ing to and being 
friend ly  to those w ho genuinely appreciate the A rm y ’s 
presence on the other.

A t  the beginning of 1972 I was lucky to be sent to N orw ay 
to  do a course under the N orw egian A rm y to learn about 
cro ss-country sk i-ing and w in ter warfare. Th is turned out 
to  be a most interesting trip , learning various tactics and 
spending nights out in tents and snow  caves. The N o r­
wegians them selves are extrem ely  friendly and hospitable. 
By the tim e my course had ended the rest of the Regim ent 
was now in N orw ay so I joined them for another m onth’s 
sk i-ing.

A fte r tw o m onths sk i-ing in N orw ay we returned to 
U .K . for a reasonably quiet period until May of 1972 and then 
it was tim e for a th ird  trip  to N o rth ern  Ireland. Th is 
turned out to be the most interesting trip  of all. It was an 
entertain ing tim e to be in Ireland as the ‘N o -go ’ areas were 
in full sw ing and we found ourselves involved in ‘Bloody 
Frid ay’ in Belfast c ity  centre, the breaking of the IR A  
cease fire in the Lenadoon area and the whole tour 
culm inated in the smashing of the IR A  no-go areas with 
‘O peration M otorm an’ when we entered the Bogside area 
of Londonderry.

In the A utum n of 1972 it was to N orw ay again. Th is time 
for a month on a Ski Instructo rs C o u rse , being taught by 
N orw egians and liv ing in a hotel in the hills above the 
tow n of Lilleham m ar. I came back for Christm as and N ew  
Ye a r and then back to N orw ay again w ith The Regim ent 
for a month of w in ter warfare tra in ing and exercises. On 
return it was tim e for Easter leave and then preparation 
for another trip  to G reece in June. Th is to ok the same 
sort of form at as the first tr ip  w ith plenty of tim e spent on 
the beach before and after the actual exercise . Between 
return ing from  Greece and my next tr ip  abroad I was 
involved in some sm aller exercises on D artm oor, Senny- 
bridge in W ales and the Brecon Beacons. These were 
follow ed by a tr ip  to Edinburgh for a month on what is 
know n as a K A P E  to u r— Keeping the A rm y in the Public



Eye. It involved afternoon and evening w o rk  going round 
our regimental area of Edinburgh and the Lothians g iv ing 
displays, dem onstrations and parades, including one parade 
in Princes Street Gardens.

N ovem ber 1973 and it was off to D enm ark for another 
N A T O  exercise. It was interesting to see another co untry 
and meet other armies. D enm ark is a very flat country 
rather like Holland w ith most of it devoted to farm ing. 
The farm buildings w ere very attractive and som ehow  
looked much cleaner and more attractive than th e ir B ritish  
counterparts. N o  sooner back from  D enm ark than one 
week later and I was in N orw ay for another m onth’s sk i-in g  
before Christm as. Th is tim e I was in charge of the course 
I had been on the year before. A fte r Christm as N orw ay 
again w ith The Regim ent for w in ter exercises.

In May 1974 I left my Regim ent to  go on an expedition  
across Greenland. Eight of us skiied 500 miles across the 
Greenland Icecap making the first ever W est-East crossing. 
It took us 36 days as we w ere pulling our own stores and 
equipm ent in sledges rather than using huskies. W e  had 
some entertaining moments, but most of the tim e it was 
hard w o rk  w ith the tem perature down to — 28°C.

On return ing from Greenland I spent a year at the 
Scottish Infantry D epot at Penicuik outside Edinburgh. 
Th is is w here we train newly joined recruits before they go 
off to join th e ir regim ents. Th is was rather mundane after 
three years of trip s and exercises around Europe. H ow ever, 
it is another side of life and quite a taxing job try in g  to 
teach people from scratch.

My posting at the D epot ended in Ju ly  1975 when I 
rejoined my Regim ent, based by now at K irkn e w to n  near 
Edinburgh. I spent the sum m er of 1975 on duty w ith H er 
Majesty The Q ueen’s Guard at Balmoral Castle. Th is was 
an extrem ely rew arding tw o months as there w asn’t too 
much parading but plenty of grouse shooting, fishing on 
the Dee and sta lking in the hills above Balm oral. I suppose 
the highlight for all of us there was to be asked to d inner at 
Balmoral Castle.

The end of the tr ip  to Balmoral brings me full circle  and 
the end of my first five years in the A rm y. As you have no 
doubt realised already, I have extended my Com m ission to 
a Regular Com m ission. A fte r my first tw o years I realised 
how much I was enjoying the life so have stayed on. In my 
first five years I’ve had tw o months sk i-ing  in N orw ay each 
year for the first three, tw o trips to Greece, one to D enm ark 
and three to Ireland. A t present I am on a course at The 
Royal M ilitary Academ y Sandhurst but w ith prospects of a

tw o-year tr ip  to Germ any in Ju ly 1976. Based in Germ any 
I w ill have the opportun ity  to go sk i-ing in the w inter, and 
to u r Europe during leave in the sum mer. Despite the 
G o vern m en t’s Defence cuts I am enjoying my life w ith the 
A rm y and I look forw ard to many happy years ahead.

M IKE C R A N

C.C.F.
As w ith  eve ry th ing  else ’flu in te rru p te d  the  Easter te rm  tra in ing , but 

in spite o f tha t, i t  was a fu ll year w ith  very good Proficiency results 
indeed in all th re e  sections, w hich is m ost encouraging.

W e  w ere  most gra te fu l to  various v is iting  O fficers w ho  gave us talks 
on th e ir  ow n experiences in the  Forces, and these included M ajor David 
du Boulay on service in N o rth e rn  Ire land; L t.-C dr. Bridges on the 
A n ta rc tic ; L t. M ike Cran (O.S.) on G reenland; and Sq.-Ldr. A lasta ir 
Campbell (O.S.) on the  R.A.F. In add ition  we had the  great priv ilege o f 
w elcom ing M ajor John Blashford-Snell w ho  gave an ou tstand ing ta lk  on 
the  Z a ire  R iver E xped ition  accompanied by m agnificent slides and film . 
W e  thank all these gentlem en very s incerely fo r  b righ ten ing  up o u r 
program m e.

Perhaps the  main fea ture o f C.C.F. ac tiv ity  th is  year has been the  
varie ty  and num ber o f d iffe ren t camps and courses th a t cadets have 
a ttended, and everyone w ho  has gone th o ro u g h ly  enjoyed himself, 
except poor L t. MacLeod w ho  was very i ll in the  m idd le  o f one o f his. 
They have included a W este rn  Isles cruise, canoeing at Poole, the  M.F.V. 
on the  C lyde, Chatham, P ortsm outh , sailing at G ran ton , P lym outh, 
gunnery at O tte rb u rn , Halfar Malta, Sennelager in B .A.O.R., A rra n , 
R.A.F. Valley, g lid ing here and the re  and Lossiemouth. O th e r places 
w ere  visited on Field Day and A ir  Experience fligh ts  have been more 
fre q u e n t at Turnhouse. Cadets seem to  be tak ing  advantage o f and 
en joy ing all these o p po rtun ities .

G ro up  Captain H u n te r v is ited the  School on the  27th February and 
presented U /O  R. F. W ilso n  w ith  the  A .O .C . A ir  Cadets C ertifica te  o f 
Good Service at a small parade. He added his ow n congratu la tions to  
those o f the  School to  W ilson .

A ir  Marshal B. G. Locke, A ir  O ffice r Scotland and N o rth e rn  Ire land, 
carried o u t the  General Inspection on the  28th May. Sadly, bad w eather 
prevented his a rr iv in g  by he licop te r and the  program m e had to  be 
curta iled  at the  very last m inu te. He inspected the  Guard o f H onour 
under F.Sgt. W illo x ,  and saw fie ldc ra ft, pond activ ities, canoeing, the 
g lide r, f irs t aid, camping, and o th e r activ ities o f all sections. Before 
dashing o ff to  anothe r ap po in tm ent he watched the  R etreat Parade 
under C ox N ew ton  and P.M. G illanders. In spite o f the  rushed to u r  and 
the  d isappo in tm en t o f those w ho had prepared o th e r doings fo r  him  to  
see, the  day w e n t o ff very w e ll indeed.

V ir tu a lly  the  w ho le  School departed by bus to  G lenalmond when the 
College was host fo r the Scottish Tri-Services Day in the  Summer te rm . 
The fea ture o f the  day was undoub ted ly  the  Red A rro w s , but the re  was 
a lo t to  see, even though the  he licopters made i t  d iff ic u lt to  hear. It 
was nice to  see Lt. Rod Jenkins (O.S.) on the  A r t i l le ry  Display.

A t last, a t last, the Pipes and D rum s appeared in th e ir  new un iform s, 
and they looked very sm art in green double ts and ta rtan  plaids. For a 
young band they did w e ll in Edinburgh, though unhappily the  Glasgow 
C o m p e titio n  fell on Speech Day and w e could no t attend.

A ll round the  C.C.F. is flou rish ing .
T.C.G.F-
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The long term 
benefits 

of a Short Service 
Commission.

When you’ve completed your 
education it would seem sensible to get 
on with your chosen profession 
straight away.

You want to start earning money 
and you want to get your feet on the 
ladder. Commendable and under­
standable.

But you might go further and faster 
if you spent three years as a Short 
Service Commissioned Officer in the 
Army.

The maturity, confidence and 
judgement displayed by young men 
who have served as Short Service 
Commissioned Officers make them 
greatly sought after as executive 
material.

In fact, 160 leading companies 
participate in the Confederation of 
British Industry scheme for employing 
officers.

The scheme offers you the chance 
to see how you like life as an Army 
Officer for three years, while still 
keeping your options wide open.

Under the scheme, you will be 
introduced to any of the participating 
companies you choose. If you hit it off 
with one of them you’ll be registered 
as a potential employee.

Well before your time is up you’ll 
get confirmation that you actually

have a job. At the end of your service, 
if you wish, we’ll give you a month’s 
resettlement course. In fact, you will 
have had three years’ young executive 
training at our expense. We pay you 
£2,987 p.a. as soon as you complete 
your six months Sandhurst course and 
become a Second Lieutenant. If you’re 
a graduate we’ll pay you even more, 
at least £3,637

W hat’s more, at the end of three 
years we’ll give you £ 1,395 tax free 
and wish you the very best of luck.

On the other hand, you might 
decide that you’d rather make a career 
of the Army.

Replying to this advertisement 
will open up both possibilities without 
committing you to a thing.

So, if you’re under 26 years of age, 
drop us a line. Tell us how you got on 
at school or university and why you 
think you’d make a good Short Service 
Commissioned Officer.

Applications. Further details and. 
applications forms for all forms of 
Officer entry should be requested from 
SCHOOL LIAISON O FFICER 
Headquarters Scotland (Army) 
EDINBURGH EH1 2YX

Army Officer
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A  V is i t  to  th e  
1st Bn T h e  A r g y l l  an d  S u th e r la n d  H ig h la n d e r s  

S ta u m u h le  C a m p , S e n n e la g e r  
11-22 J u ly  76

‘ The lavatories sm ell S ir— well I can’t rea lly  ca ll them lav­
atories as there isn’t any water— but they sm ell disgusting, 
Sir—we want to go home.’ C pI. Dove was getting quite het up.

‘I had to share a plate with Sm ith and Voigt, and eat with my 
fingers, S ir, and I haven’t a mug so I can't have any tea, and we 
want to go home,’ Jarlow  groaned.

‘Don’t we get pillows and sheets?’ ‘ W e have to wash in cold 
water.’ ‘Reveille, at 6.0 a .m .?’ Com plaints from all sides.

‘ We could have stayed in H am burg,’ C u th ill suggested 
ruefully.

‘Oh, I ’m tired ,’ yawned Sgt. H inshaw . The O .C. (who had seen 
field conditions before) suggested that perhaps we should wait 
and see what the next week had in store, because we had ju st  
arrived at Staum uhle Cam p on the Sennelager plain from  Perth, 
via H arw ich, via H am burg, via O snabruck and it had been a long 
journey. C jSgt. Lloyd o f the A rgylls was prom ising a fu ll pro­
gram m e, and the best thing to do was to unpack, clean our boots 
and equipment and get ready for 6.0 a.m. the next morning.

( W hat the O .C. d idn’t know was that we hadn’t slept much on 
the boat the Prinz Ham let in spite o f the air-conditioned cabins, 
because it was such fun with a ll H a y ’s cousins in the discotheque, 
and the Duty Free Shop— ju st getting something to take back to 
Father o f course— but we were quite tired).

6.0 a.m. came, and with it Captain Barclay, C/Sgt. Lloyd, 
weapon train ing, map reading and so on. Then we were sp lit up 
and for two days were attached in sections to the three Com ­
panies on the ranges, on exercises, day and night firing, gas 
cham bers and Jock language. Gorgeous weather. Fimayson ill 
in bed. More Jock  language. Not much sleep.

‘Hang on lads, we’ ll move off.’ Most o f the other tanks in the 
Royal Hussars Park had been driving around and going over the 
ramps, but one driver, obviously the best, had been explain ing  
everything first. ‘O ff  we go.’ Thud. We all got o ff to inspect the 
crum pled wing o f the lorry we had come in.

Hand grenades m ake quite a loud bang even when you are in 
the concrete shelter waiting for your turn. ‘Don’t drop it for 
God’s sake,’ said the C/Sgt. I f  you survive, the pin makes quite  
a nice key rin g .’ 'I wasn't at a ll nervous,’ boasted M acphie—  
afterwards.

The H itle r  Tower stands in the m iddle o f the tra in ing area, 
and this was the main centre for our 12-hour schem e. The three 
sections were dropped o ff and had to aim for an evening meal 
rendez-vous avoiding the enemy i f  possible. Sgt. H inshaw  and

his signaller Grant soon lost control as the radios weren’t 
m arvellous, but after different adventures everyone turned up 
safely for tea. O ff  again in our sections. M r Edmond o f Dollar 
and his section attacked the real and im aginary enemy every­
where, but CpI. M acm illan’s section were so careful that they 
didn’t see any enemy at a ll. At ten at night we took up defensive 
positions near the tower, sent out patrols and awaited the 
enem y’s attack.

‘H a lt, who goes there?’ M acGregor bravely challenged at
1.0 a.m. There was definitely one o f  the enemy creeping in. 
H a lt or I fire .’ ‘Good Heavens,’ whispered Lamb waking up 

suddenly, ‘that looks like . . . .’ And there they were, staring  
straight into the eyes o f a wild boar. O blig ingly it grunted, 
turned away and ambled o ff m unching greedily. We saw lots 
more later.

There was some difficulty in locating the enemy after 2.0 a.m. 
but eventually we met up and after a lot o f  shooting we got to 
bed about 5.0. The A rgylls generously arranged late breakfast 
at 8.0.

In the next few days we saw m iles o f  Germ any going to 
H am eln and Goslar and as near the East/W est border as 
possib le; we went to Paderborn where Brew ster bought endless 
beer mugs for thirsty relations; we drove APCs and we g u zzled  
bratwurst. We visited the Bundeswehr and were impressed by 
the Leopard tank and the Germ an O fficer’s Eng lish . ‘A u f  
W iedersehen,’ Laing risked. ‘A u f W iedersehen, und danke schon,’ 
added Dun to prove that he deserves an 0  level pass.

On the final exercise we won 16-18. It was Escape and 
Evasion centred round old H it le r ’s Tower again, where we had 
tea. ‘Do you want to buy a headset, very cheap?’ Parker had 
combed the whole area for lost equipment with success. Then we 
had to get back to camp without being caught. The Jocks 
caught ju st  under h a lf  o f  us. Eighteen beam ing faces announced 
they had got through the net. ‘ I was caught though, and it ’s not 
fa ir ,’ a b lack-faced bootless F. M acm illan moaned. Everyone 
else thought it was very funny.

‘Some o f the D o llar guys helped them to catch some o f us.’ 
Cum m ing was in threatening mood. S t ill, o ff he went for tea, 
and nobody could understand why a D o llar cadet was howling 
on the ground clutching his leg and neck.

The night before we left, Lt.-Col. Scott-E llio t, the C .O . o f  the 
A rgylls, thanked us for coming and gave us an A rgyll Shield.

The tim e had flashed past and it was the 21st Ju ly . Even 
before the cra ck  o f dawn we were up. M cEwan put his velvet 
ja ck e t on again as a sign that it was tim e to go home. ‘ It’s going 
to be a rum journey hom e,’ Cum m ing m uttered, ‘and it could have 
been a rum cam p !’
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‘ W hat about the lavatories?’ the O .C . asked. ‘Oh there were 
flush ones at the Sw im m ing pool,’ Bradshaw said, relieved.

‘And the mugs, and the pillow s, and a ll the rest?’
‘Oh, we forgot about a ll that.’
The lorry journey to Ham burg was hell in the pelting rain, but 

we did get there on time.
‘ Who are those g ir ls  waving at, on the quay,’ M r Dutton asked  

hopefully as the boat left H am burg. ‘Just some o f my cousins 
seeing me off,’ H ay sm iled.

Oh I ’m tired,' yawned Sgt. H inshaw , and he clim bed into his 
bunk and slept for nineteen hours.

CELLARDYKE SEA QUEEN
On the 3rd Ju ly  eleven boys from Strathallan School and 

‘A rthur’ set out in the m ini-bus to the seaside town o f Cellardyke  
and its neighbouring towns o f  Pittenweem and Anstruther. After 
discovering that we had left the packed lunches at School, we 
decided that we would have to rely on the hospitality o f some o f  
the locals for our lunch. This, however, did not prove a m ajor 
setback and after eating a hearty meal provided by the local 
people, we set about the day’s task o f  decorating the town. The 
business o f  stringing up flags, constructing floats and arranging  
stalls took up most o f  the afternoon and while this was being 
done, three other m embers began decorating the fishing boat 
in which the Sea Queen was to be transported from Anstruther 
to Cellardyke.

During the procession its e lf  the boys collected money for the 
Cellardyke Improvement Fund, eventually raising  £350-00. 
After the Sea Queen had been crowned and the ceremony had 
finished, we were provided with light refreshm ents in the Church  
H a ll. H aving eaten well for the second tim e that day, we returned  
to the sea front and having taken down the decorations returned  
to School after a thoroughly enjoyable day.

On behalf o f a ll those present, we would like to thank the local 
people for their kindness and hospitality.

M. T. Manson.
A. T. Henderson.

VISIT TO OCHIL TOWERS SCHOOL
Since January the Social Services have rendered their services 

to O chil Towers School in Auchterarder, O ch il Towers being a 
school for deprived children from various places in Scotland; 
they base their teaching on Steiner’s philosophy o f life in its true 
form.

On arriva l at the school it was noticeable that the grounds had 
not been attended to for some time. O ur first task was to clear
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an area o f trees to afford space for the building o f garages. This 
wood was then cut up and stacked, to be used as the school’s 
supply o f firewood. Other job s included the bu ilding o f  a rockery  
under the stern eye o f  our Foreman (self-voted), Bob Garside. 
M uch o f our tim e was taken up in the clearing o f flower beds and 
lawns that had become overgrown, and in the extension o f the 
front lawn to cover part o f  the drive which had subsided.

W e ended the year in the same way as we started— in the 
sh ifting o f several tons o f'R o g a ’s rollwey sleepers’ !

W e would like  to extend our thanks to all the sta ff at O chil 
Towers for their kindness and generosity.

D. P. A. Graham.
J . P. Genasi.

R.N.L.I., KINGHORN
On Sunday, 30th M ay, David  Ferguson (ex Social Services and 

Strathallan Old Boy) handed over the inshore lifeboat to the 
Kinghorn Branch o f the R .N .L .I. The money was collected through 
a sponsored relay race from  Strathallan to Fettes College, 
Edinburgh, in 1975. The School k indly gave £400 to make up the 
fu ll £ 1,000 which was required, and the Social Services have 
since paid part o f  this back— m ainly from the proceeds o f a 
raffle held on Speech Day. This cheque was presented to the 
Chairm an o f the Kinghorn R .N .L .I. by the Headm aster. A spon­
sored bed-push to raise the rem ainder o f  the £ 1,500 was cancelled  
due to police objections.

Kinghorn on the Fife coast was one o f the first places in Britain  
to operate an inshore lifeboat. The station was set up in 1965 
and since then they have had two boats. The Institution relies 
entirely on charity to provide equipment and meet maintenance 
costs and the crew is voluntary and unpaid, except for a motor 
m echanic. The boat was named after the late A lick  M ackay, 
ex-coxsw ain o f  Broughty Ferry lifeboat who came to Strathallan  
last year to accept the cheque on beha lf o f  the R .N .L.I. It was 
gratifying  to see his wife and son present at the presentation. 
Colonel W . J. M. Ross accepted the boat on b eha lf o f  the R .N .L.I.

The boat was developed by the R .N .L .I. from designs originating  
in the late 1960s. It is sem i-inflatable and made o f heavy duty 
rubber enabling it to move at high speeds across rough water. 
It has a m axim um  speed o f 40 knots and is equipped with a VHF  
radio. The R .N .L .I. at Kinghorn are called out about forty times 
each year. A com m em orative scro ll, designed by lain M cGregor, 
was presented to the coxswain o f the boat, H a rry  Robertson.

M EY.

O u r  t h a n k s  to D a v i d  I r e l a n d  o f  K i r k c a l d y  f o r  p e r m i s s i o n  to p u b l i s h  

h i s  p h o t o g r a  p h  o f  t h e  L i f e b o a t  p r e s e n t a t i o n  c e r e m o n y



SOCIAL SERVICES

1 ?Fhis scroll bears the wishes of the masters and botjs of Mrathallan
•school to the cretu of the Itinghorn inshore life-boat - _3 h'd< iHackay" 
and the hope that their courage, skill and endurance against the perils
of the "£Vep majj be an everlasting Jire kindling the hearts of men
and an inspiration to Jiiture cjenerations.

presented by -StraHiallan jBchool to the Itincjhom aV a
, ceremomj on -Sunday the thirtieth daj| of iH a y , nineteen hundred 

and sewnttj six -

Social Service at Stratha/lan has lain fallow this session in 
terms o f involvement in new projects.

Kippen House, Dunning, a ch ild ren’s home under the former 
Perth County Council was reopened in September as an assess­
ment centre under Tayside Regional Council. Children who had 
com m itted various offences were under observation for psycho- 

fifl logical and m edical assessment. Air Ian M cCreadie, the 
Superintendent o f the centre, invited senior boys to participate  
in this venture at Kippen, teaching the children academic 
subjects at a very basic level together with sport and many other 
activities. Unfortunately, after only a few months, under 
pressure from neighbouring landowners, the Assessment Centre 
was closed by the Regional Council and our link with Kippen was 
broken.

Paper collection and log cutting for the Senior C itizen s o f the 
area continued throughout the year. A jo in t Carol Service with 
Kilgraston was presented in the K ilgraston Chapel for the Senior 
C itizen s. The end o f term Cheese and W ine Party held after the 
School Carol Service was again a success.

Other projects undertaken are described in detail below.



R .N .
C o x : D. R. N ew ton P .O .: W . R. Ferguson
C .P .O .: T. J. B laxter P .O .: P. J. Holland

The strength of the Section was fifty-five at the beginning 
of the W in te r Term .

A ll cadets w ho attended camps and courses gave a good 
account of them selves and the Fleet Tender cruise on the 
C lyde  in the beginning of Septem ber 1975 was as valuable and 
instructive as usual. O fficers and Cadets on board H .M .F.T. 
C A W S A N D  met Skip per Robertson for the first tim e with 
some apprehension and several wondered if he would have 
the initial impact of Skip per C o u ll. A ll was w ell, however, 
and an exciting w eek ensued— highlights being the rescue 
of Captain and crew  of a subm arine anchored in Rothesay 
Bay who had missed the last boat when ‘Stra th .’ nobly came 
to the rescue, and the untim ely assistance of the mate, 
George, when we nearly ran down the C lyd e  Ferry which 
we unwisely passed at rather close quarters. H.M .S. 
N E P T U N E  as usual made its excellent facilities available.

The team which represented the School at the annual 
C .C .F . (R .N .) Regatta at Chatham  was strong but dogged by 
ill luck. W ith  the wind force 7 gusting 8 on the afternoon 
of the first day, racing came to an abrupt end— very abruptly 
in the case of our A .S .C . crew  who had the unnerving 
experience of the ir mast snapping w hilst they w ere in the 
lead. The follow ing day produced flat calm and a foul 
tide— conditions more suited to the pulling races for which 
we would have started at least co-favourites had they not 
been cancelled to allow  some of the previous day’s sailing 
to go ahead.

Field Day was held as usual at H.M .S. C O C H R A N E  and 
involved cruises on a Fleet Tender and visits to both H.M .S. 
C A L E D O N IA  and the Seamanship School. T o  Captain
H.M .S. C O C H R A N E  and C .P .O . G ent of C .A .C .T .O . our 
grateful thanks.

As we have attended H.M .S. C O C H R A N E  annually now 
for some years we are going to change tra in ing program m es 
this year with a visit to the R .N . Squadron based at R .A .F . 
Lossiem outh giving a full insight into Coastal Com m and 
w ith particular emphasis on the active rescue unit and, it is 
hoped, flying experience for some cadets.

A t the end of O cto ber we w ere visited by the Naval 
Member J.C .E . w ho gave us a good ‘going o ve r.’ A ll cadets 
and N .C .O 's  w orked together w ith considerable enthus­
iasm which Com m ander W alton commented on when he 
paid Strathallan the com plim ent of being a ‘taut sh ip .’

Eighteen cadets were rated A .B . and thirteen gained 
Naval Proficiency this year. O u r  C oxsw ain  and Senior
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N .C .O ’s all qualified for Advanced Proficiency under Camps/ 
C ourses regulations although as yet no boy has undertaken 
the navigation exam set by H.M .S. D R Y A D — tim e in the 
section is just not available.

D u rin g  the Sum m er Term  we were faced w ith the usual 
preparations for Guard and Sunset Parades for G .l. and 
Speech Day. Inevitably this cut in to valuable sailing time 
both on the Tay and the pond.

Much more use was made of the pond area for both 
canoeing and sailing and once again we are grateful to 
Mr G oody and to Sub .-Lt. C layto n  for not only the ir 
excellent instruction but also the excellent maintenance of 
all boats.

Through the good auspices of C .P .O . Heaton we 
‘ inh erited ’ a second A .S .C . d inghy from one of the Edin­
burgh schools. O nce this boat is fu lly equipped it should 
make a considerable difference to the number of boys able 
to train.

The bonus of a v isit from the Naval Member is of course 
that considerable attention is given to all the R .N . huts and 
at this stage in time we have a Seamanship Room complete 
w ith Sail T ra in e r; Navigation Room w ith fully operational 
C lyd e  Estuary model and, as there just happened to be 
enough wood left over from  the play set, a Boat H ut which 
boasts canoe racks and rigging shelves.

The m otor boat is coming off dry dock and w ill be oper­
ational on the pond during available tim e in both w inter 
and spring term s.

W e  have had assistance from  H.M .S. C A M P E R D O W N  
throughout the year, an initial v isit to  the section by the 
Staff O fficer, Lieutenant-Com m ander Johnston was followed 
by another by L t .-C d r . Fairbairn, the Schools Liaison 
O fficer, who instructed the Proficiency Class. C .P .O .
Jeffreys, when he was able to v isit Strathallan was partic­
ularly helpful w ith parade training.

General Inspection was, in many ways, rather chaotic. 
The alterations forced upon the Inspecting O ffice r’s tim e­
table by w eather conditions meant that all tra in ing on the 
Tay had to be cancelled and thus sailing and canoeing on the 
pond area was rather overm anned.

Guard and Sunset parades were of a high standard and the 
N avy cadets had obviously benefited from the enthusiastic 
tra in ing of C o x . N ew ton and C .P .O . B laxter.

Tw e nty new cadets are jo in ing the R .N . Section which is 
being led in the 1976/77 session by the follow ing team: 
C oxsw ain  : C . R. M. Sm ith.
P .O ’s : R. A . Cunningham , D. T . Hay, H. M. Pearson.

TJM



\burA' levels can mean more 
than just a certificate.

ROYAL M ARINES O FF IC ER . 5GCE's 
including M aths and English  Language. 
2 at 'A' level*

SEAM AN O FF IC ER . 5G C E's 
inc lud ing  English  Language. M aths 
and  P h ysics. 2 at 'A' level?

H EL ICO PTER PIL O T OBSERV ER 
O FFICER. For Short Career. 5 GCE 
'O' levels including M aths and 
English Language.

EN G INEER O FFIC ER . 5 GCE's 
including English  Language at 
'() ' level and M aths and Ph ysics at

*5'O’levels only 
m ay be acceptable 
for a Short C areer 
C om m ission.

Passing your 'A  levels could be the first step to a more stimulating, challenging 
and rewarding career than you ever imagined possible.

As an Officer in the Royal Navy, Royal Marines or Women’s Royal Naval Service.
Think about it. Then see your careers adviser about a full career, Naval College 

or University Cadetship entry, or Short Career Commission. Or write to the address 
below, giving your age and present or expected qualifications.

N.B. GCE'O’ levels must be grade C or above. Equivalent CSE or 
SCE passes are acceptable alternatives.

Officer Entry Section (25 FK), Old Admiralty Building, Spring ROYAL NAVY 
Gardens, London SW1A 2BE. OFFICER
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R.A .F .
U .O . R .F . W ilson  
W .O . K .W . W illo x
F.Sgt. R. K. Linton F.Sgt. D. A . R. Munro F.Sgt. A . J. Tares
F.Sgt. J. G. Leishman F.Sgt. N . A . MacLeod
C pI. B. W . Steele ' C p I. N . J. C . Parker C p I. D . S. Muir
C pI. A . O . Inglis C p I. K. J. Craw ford

D urin g the W in te r term  we concentrated on Proficiency 
examination w ork. As usual all the instruction was given by 
the N .C .O ’s and it is to the ir credit that o ur exam ination 
results at the end of the term  were exceptionally good. 14 
candidates sat Part III and all passed; 8 obtained D istinctions 
and 4 obtained C red its. 19 candidates sat Part lla n d o n ly o n e  
failed; 9 candidates obtained a D istinction  and 5 reached 
C re d it  standard.

A p art from exam ination w ork, we sent a few cadets over 
to R .A .F. T u rn  house for A ir  Experience Flying in C hipm unks. 
For Field Day the section was divided into three gro up s: one 
group visited R .A .F. Lossiem outh, one group w ent to R .A .F . 
Turnhouse for A .E .F. and the third group stayed at School 
for train ing on the prim ary glider.

D urin g the Easter term our program m e consisted mainly 
of general interest lectures, films and flying at Turnhouse. 
W e  also competed in the Assegai Shooting Tro p h y  but this 
year we only managed to come 37th out of a total of 73 
schools.

W e  had a visit from Squadron Leader A . D . K . Cam pbell, 
R .A .F . (O .S.), who gave us some excellent aerial photographs 
of the School taken from a H unter. Flight Lieutenant
C . A llison, C .I.O ., came over from Dundee to talk about 
careers in the R .A .F.

A lso  during the Easter term  we were delighted to hear 
that U nder O fficer R. F. W ilson  had been awarded the
A .O .C ’s Certificate  of Good Service, one of ten cadets in the 
country to be given this award and the only one in Scotland. 
A  special parade was organised for W ilso n  to receive his 
Certificate from G roup Captain J. C . H un ter, R .A .F . 
Turnhouse.

A t half-term I took tw o cadets to R .A .F . K in loss. They 
enjoyed some glid ing experience at M illtown and they were 
also most fortunate in that they were given a N im rod 
flight shadowing the fishing fleet around Iceland.

Easter camp this year was held at R .A .F . Valley, Anglesey. 
It was rather disappointing mainly because the program m e 
was a bit im practicable but W a rra n t O fficer W illo x  would 
no doubt disagree; he enjoyed an exciting half-hour trip  in 
a H unter much to the envy of everybody else on the camp.

As usual the Sum m er term program m e was concerned
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w ith preparation for the General Inspection and Speech 
Day retreat parade. Th is year the inspecting officer was 
A ir  V ice Marshall B. G . Locke and so the A ir  Force Section 
felt that som ething special was demanded. Unfortunately, 
the w eather was bad and, for various reasons, this resulted 
in o ur tw o most im portant activities having to be cancelled. 
W e  had intended organising a fairly extensive security 
exercise and we had also arranged for a helicopter from 
22 Squadron, R .A .F . Leuchars to take part in a rescue 
operation. In spite of these set-backs the day was generally 
felt to  be a success and luckily  the prim ary g lider was 
unaffected by the weather.

As far as other activities are concerned, this year has been 
very successful. T w o  cadets. C orpo rals Inglis and Muir, 
completed the ir g lid ing at Arbro ath  during the Easter 
holiday and four other cadets hope to do the ir gliding 
tra in ing at Lossiem outh during the Sum m er. C d t. Gardner 
w ill also be doing his Flying Scholarship during the Sum m er 
vacation.

It only remains for me' to thank all N .C .O ’s for their 
loyalty and support during the past year and to wish all the 
leavers all happiness and success in th e ir future careers.





RAVE REVIEW

‘Hey kid! Yeah, you! Come over here, will you? I got sump’n to show you, 
sonny, that you won’t wanna miss.

‘Know anythin’ ’bout the Bible, son? Well i f  ya do, you’ll know that it says right 
there in the Good Book, it says: “ Thou seest the birds of the field, who neither 
soweth nor reapeth. And yet they hunger not. Surely God lookest after Man 
l ikewise?” Yep, that’s what it says.

‘Now watch this piece o’ paper real close, sonny. When I throw it over the 
railing, it’ ll fall to the ground, but not a bit o’ harm’ll come to it, ’cause God 
steadies it with His hand to keep it safe. You see that, don’t ya, sonny?

‘Now, kid, what d’you think’d happen i f  one of us jumped over? Surely God 
values us higher’n a scrappy bit o’ paper! And i f  He does all that for some stupid 
paper, think how He’ll help us down! Tell you what— you just hop over the edge 
here, and I’ ll nip down from the fifth to the ground floor, and meet you on the 
street. How’s about that then, kid? Think of the great time you’ ll have on the way 
down!

‘Okay, all set? I’ ll help you get going. Right, see you on the street, kid. Bye! 
‘Hey lady, what’s all the fuss about? It’s a free country, ya know! Know 

anythin’ ’bout the Bible, lady?’
P. A. S. Gelzer, V A

O SPREY
Unclasping the rugged rock,
Th ro w in g  out his copper coloured w ings at a point unseen.
Surging forw ard to make the act com plete,
H arnessing his head in a dow nw ard position between the span of
T o  catch a glim pse of unw ary creatures of the sea, [m ighty w ings.
A  fin at first but then a sight of what is to become his scrappy meal.
A  clean jum p clear of the w ater to disappear and reappear.
Th e O sp rey at this, hovers w ith legs dropped and talons at the ready.
He drops at a set tim e from th irty  feet or more, breaking the back of 
C law in g through flesh to the bone, securing the grip , [the victim ,
Em erging from  the blood-stained w ater th row in g up a show er of spray.
He makes the crossing back along the bay up to a red-stained perch,
Pecking at the carcass to rid it of the meat.
A fte r th is deed is done all is silent until another meal is to be had.

D . P. J. W ard , life



PARADISE LO S T
(with apologies to the late John Milton)

Peace. The cup of dark brown liquid steams on its prescribed window ledge. 
Below, the packet of Ginger Nuts lies opened with a couple of biscuits lying non- 
chantly at its mouth. Outside, through the somewhat dirty window, rain falls in the 
gloom of twilight. The eyes lower and prepare to devour the mass of rubrics and 
small print of a certain rather right-wing daily paper.

The crescendo of clicking heels in the corridor and the door opens. A hockey 
stick is hurled against the wall with a clatter and track shoes are dropped on the 
floor with the sort o f noise track shoes tend to make when dropped on floors. The 
‘study-mate’ stands in the middle of the room, legs astride and hands plunged in 
pockets. He goes out, leaving the door ajar.

More clicking in the corridor: a red-haired gent appears. ‘H i Jahn! Reading 
the paper in prep? Typical! Today’s?— oh, I ’ve read it.’ This nondescript 
youth— having received, in reply to his catechism, a superior glance backwards—  
plants himself down on the other chair and places his feet upon the box on which 
I am sitting. Response being nil, he gets up and goes out, shutting (at least) the 
door noisily.

I sigh with relief— the biscuits are intact. Taking a sip of coffee, I prepare to 
commence reading. Enter the study-mate who opens the cupboard door— with a 
squeak— looks at the empty shelves for some seconds, then shuts it again. He 
spots the coffee and the biscuits: both are ravaged with a generous output of  
decibels. He sits in his chair and looks despondently at the heap of junk— books, 
jotters, graphs, papers, Punches, dissection kits, biros and hockey team-lists— in 
his place. ‘Must do some chemi. tonight.’

The door bursts open: a stocky youth hirples in. ‘ I ’m knocked after that football 
today— stupid game. Any coffee?’ I alleviate my conscience condescendingly. 
Hockey is discussed by the other parties. The door opens again. ‘Hi, lads.’ A rather 
curly-headed individual with a West-coast accent enters. LEAGUES hockey is 
discussed. (Meanwhile the biscuits have been decimated). A dusky gentleman 
saunters in gesticulating. He immediately opens the cupboard door (with a squeak). 
‘Right on. I— I . . . any biscuits?’ The heart plummets as he notices the brown 
discs scattered all over the rug covering the desk. Having now reduced the edibles 
to single figures, he leaves— taking my now empty mug with him. Another 
neighbour drops in, wearing a pair of blue ski-boots and wielding a pair o f home­
made skis dangerously. These are admired for some time, after which they leave.

During these distractions, two more persons unrecognised have arrived and the 
topic of conversation swings more to next year’s first fifteen. Several heads have



appeared round the door. ‘Express?’ ‘Done the English?’ ‘Scotland I Denmark I ’ 
‘French Dictionary?’ ‘Oh!’ ‘Bundles tonight’ ‘Keep the noise down’ ‘Scotland 2 
Denmark 2.’

By this time the paper— as yet unread— has disappeared. So have the Ginger 
Nuts. So have I.

J. M. Waldie, U VI

T H E  ABYSS

From  a w orld  of happiness and light 
Th ey push us into a pit, deep and frightening 
A m id st the stifling atm osphere and darkness 
Th e dazed begin to clim b.

G rasping desperately for footholds on slim y walls 
Sharp edges slash arms and legs, bone deep 
So many slip and fall forever 
W h ile  we continue upwards.

Th rough  sweat, exhaustion and aching hearts 
The eyes adapt to dark, devoid of light 
And lungs to the heavy fetid air 
A  lot do not, unable to survive.

Struggling for half a decade, we reach the lip 
Then suddenly, fresh air and blinding light 
To o  many changes for bodies to adapt to

And they w onder w hy w e’re damaged tem porarily  
W h ile  others bear the scars for life.

D. R. M. Park, U VI

LAM U A W A K E N IN G
Unravaged island in the sun,
W h e re  tim e fades away the longer you stay.
Dawn chorus breaks in the new day
W arped shutters blistered by the sun let in rays of light,
Revealing my near em pty room , as though after a fight.
A n ts march across the floor and out the door.
My landlord Am u w ill want his rent,
Money which is long since spent.



I sit on a w arm ing w hite wall 
Listening to the aerial birds call,
W atch in g  the tide at the sway.
T h e re ’s a native g irl selling flow ers on a tray,
Idling away the hours,
Staring at the anchored dhows.
It ’s too hot to th in k  
It’s too much for a drink.

Th e m idday sun a b listering inferno ablaze,
Shim m ering, to a haze,
P iercing like  a M oslem ’s eye,
A cro ss w hite sands and pale blue sky 
Reflecting its intensity off sands and stone.
Each barefoot step, like a w alk into the unknow n.
My saviour and prison— a solitary palm tree.
Rem em bering how blind I was before I was free 
I gaze at the ocean, hugging the shade.
Th e daily ferry  on the horizon begins to fade,
Heading tow ards no-m an’s land 
W h e re  only A llah has command.

A im lessly  w andering through narrow  streets, w ithout a care. 
The odour of e xo tic  spices and fru its waft in the air.
In the crow ded alleyways M oslems meet.
A  sanctuary from  the afternoon heat.
I watch the A fricans barter and trade 
In Lamu cloths, exqu isite ly  handmade.
Parlour shops play oriental sounds 
Inviting, to those w ho browse around.

Eastern winds gently breeze away the balmy calm 
Transcending outw ards from  Lamu to Islam.
I lie on a roof top— it is still w arm ,
W atch in g  the silent, subm erging sun’s form .
Th e mosque calls A lla h ’s children to prayer.
In the dim m ing light I realise I am now aware.

R. J. H. W ilso n , U VI



O rpheus from the underw orld of the pit as seen by
A . T . Henderson

Th is year the School undertook the task of perform ing 
O ffenbach’s comic operetta ‘O rpheus in the U n d e rw o rld .’ 
Based, loosely, on the tale from G re e k m ythology, it tells 
how Pluto, king of the underw orld, steals O rp h e u s’ wife, 
Euridice, and how O rpheus attem pts, unsuccessfully, to 
regain her. The operetta, in three acts, commences in a 
shepherd’s garden, w here Eurid ice is expecting her boy­
friend. By chance, O rpheus arrives at the same place 
searching for his ladyfriend and the ensuing dialogue opens 
the act w ith a prom ise of plenty of 'spice,' to quote the 
libretto.

Unfortunately, due to a mistake on— dare I say it— O ffen­
bach’s part, the first act tended to drag somewhat, though 
noble efforts on the parts of Mrs Fairbairn as O rp h e u s’ 
mother, and Andy Magi 11 as Pluto livened up the proceedings. 
The second act was m arkedly im proved, however, and 
opened with the entire ‘O lym p ic team ’ asleep on Mt. 
O lym pus, except for a drunken Mars played by Richard 
V o igt, a fatigued Venus— M cKenzie-Sm ith— and C u p id , 
adm irably portrayed as a precocious but loveable infant by 
G rego r Powrie.

The operetta continued to gain impetus all the tim e w ith 
excellent performances by Don G illanders as Ju p iter, Steve 
N ew ing as Styx  and Mrs G ray as Eurid ice. These were 
backed up w ith great enthusiasm by the rest of the cast, 
though it was debatable at tim es w hether they w ere singing 
at, w ith, or against the orchestra who, through it all, 
produced a sound not unlike that o rig ina lly  intended except 
for one or tw o m inor additions in the way of harmony 
notes and the occasional gap w here one that should have 
been w asn’t. The scenery, by courtesy of the A r t  depart­
ment assisted by the Mathematics departm ent, and the 
costumes were up to the ir usual high standard and despite 
last-minute technical faults in the electrical departm ent, the 
lighting effects w ere adm irable, as was the make-up.

Thus the end result was a satisfying perform ance, and, on 
on behalf of the cast and orchestra, I would like to thank 
Mr R. N. Johnson and Mr G. W est for making it all possible.

and O rpheus from  the O lym pian heights 
of the stage as experienced 

by T . J. B laxter 

O n  the first night we play cards, probably with shaking 
hands. Aces come and go, viewed with hardly a glance; it 
is easy to cheat. A fte r all it is the First N igh t. The smell of 
grease-paint. The careful, nervous groups gathering round 
the first nymph w ith eye shadow, g iggling. Someone goes 
w ild w ith black paint. Thus are we all bearded. The cos­
tum es, simple and colourful, seem quite in context.

The apoplectic assistant-producer pants redly at us.
And, suddenly, faintly, beyond closed and carpeted doors, 

a trem ulous note sounds. The  o ve rtu re ; it has begun.
A t last we go on, signalled down stairs by police-like stage 

hands. (They never get a mention and do a w onderful job).
The first song banishes all anxieties leaving a glow  of pride.

I do n ’t suppose it is particu larly  inspiring but it helps us, 
the chorus.

Those crooks we waved at the endless sea of audience 
break as we rush on again in w ell-intentioned chaos.

The audience is qu iet: a laugh on the stage means quite 
a lot to a ham.

W e  melt into the shadows, and, missing out the muffled 
m iddle step, which creaks, run up the stairs to join an 
endless queue for dry sandwiches and orange juice. It is cold 
back here.

Som eone just has to go to the lavatory and catches an 
amazed Calliope, partially decollete, changing nearby.

The hours of rehearsal (not enough for the producer) 
seem to pay off. W e  go over simple entrances a hundred 
tim es, and still get them w rong.

Scenery moves by magic down on to the stage.
Someone is transform ed into a large and untidy drunkard 

(maybe not much of a transform ation).
O pen mouth
W ave w ith upstage hand
W atch sm earing make-up
O h G od! A n o th e r squashed crow n
W h o ’s got his stomach
Yo u ! Make-up
W o rd s, find my w ords.
The audience at least like  the dance pieces; only a few of 

the cast appreciate the ‘blues’ piece. A  nice loud end note 
to the curtain call, not quite right.

Funny how depressed one feels now it’s all over. It’s dark 
outside and ra in ing; how did that happen. W e ll, w e’re 
back on earth and it ’s tim e for cold cream and bed.
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M USIC N O T ES
A t the beginning of the year the orchestra felt strongly the loss of Mr Begbie as leader and Finlay Macadam promoted from 

the second violins at first was rather overawed by his new position as leader. But he warmed to the task and backed up 
strongly by Adam Henderson he has given a very good lead to the strings. The orchestra, young and inexperienced for the 
most part, undertook the accom panim ent to ‘O rpheus and the U n d erw o rld ’ w ith some trepidation but in the end they 
acquitted themselves very well.

The choir this year has been distinguished by the strength of its altos which has resulted in a much fu ller sound than in some 
previous years. Th is has come over well in St. Jo h n ’s K ir k  and at St. G ile s ’ in Edinburgh. The opportun ity  to sing in these 
buildings is one which we value highly. Particu larly suitable for and successful in St. G ile s’ was Schu tz’s 100th Psalm with its 
echo choir which sang from  the organ gallery. The Cantata C h o ir  has also been good this year and is particularly to be 
congratulated on having mastered the m odern idiom  of Mr Ball’s ‘E tenebris . . .  in lucem ,’ the title  of which perhaps describes 
the progress of the ch o ir’s understanding of the music. They gave, accompanied by a select group of players from the 
orchestra, a very good performance.

The third  orchestra of last year moved up en bloc to become the second orchestra of this year and under the direction of 
Mr Ball has made great strides. Its personnel w ill probably remain stable for next year after which some of its members w ill 
probably find the ir way into the School O rchestra . D urin g the Easter term  a wind band was started for the first tim e. This was 
rehearsed by Mr Ball and had enthusiastic support. U nfortunately it was difficult to fit into the Sum m er program m e of 
musical activities and it has not yet been heard publicly. It is to be hoped that it w ill be heard in the course of the next School 
year.

In the W in te r term , at the suggestion of the Headm aster, a small number of boys gave a recital of music in the Saloon inter­
spersed w ith readings by a group of g irls  from Kilgrasto n. There  was a select invited audience of staff, wives and friends of the 
School, and afterwards the Headm aster invited perform ers and audience to refreshm ents in his draw ing room. The evening 
was much enjoyed and we hope it w ill be possible to repeat the idea.

A t the end of the Sum m er term  the School had the honour of being asked to do a ‘Sunday H alf-H our' and a service in the 
series ‘W o rd  for L iv in g .’ In the latter the cho ir provided the music and in Sunday H alf-H o ur the w hole School to ok part 
singing seven hymns and Mr Ba ll’s ‘M agnificat.’ The recording took place on the last W ednesday of term . There  was some 
apprehension that making the recording m ight be a long and arduous task but, in the event, although the heatwave was at its 
height, Stew art Lam ont, w ho organised the recording session for the B B C , was very pleasant to w o rk  w ith so that although 
it was very hot w o rk  everyone enjoyed making the recording.

The fo llow in g  boys passed Associated Board Music Exam inations:
Maclachlan D. A. C., O rgan— grade 5 (M e r it) ; V io la— grade 4.
Johnson I. L., Piano and Th eo ry— grade S.
McPhail J. M., F lu te— grade 4.
M u ir A. A ., O boe— grade 4.
Macmillan F. A ., O boe— grade 4.
Yellow lees M. J., O boe— grade 4.
Jones J. N ., T ru m p e t— grade 4.
M itche ll G. W ., Th eo ry— grade 3.
McPherson N. W ., T h eo ry— grade 3.
W ood  K. W ., O boe— grade 3 (M e rit).
Kingan D. S., E uphonium — grade 3 (M e rit).
D ew hurs t C. H., H o rn — grade 3.
Peddie P. R., T ru m p e t— grade 3: Piano— grade I.
D oig R. J. S., Piano— grade 3.
Harrison C. R., V io la— grade 3 (M e rit).
G ran t E. M., T rom b one— grade 3.
Steele B. W ., Piano— grade 2.
P ostle thw aite  H. R., Piano— grade 2. Johnston G .T ., ’C e llo— grade I.
G ow  J. T., Piano— grade I . B arrie  J. G. O ., Piano— grade I .
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G .W .
Anthem s sung in Chapel du ring  the  past year have been:

C rea tion 's  H ym n (Beethoven); Lord fo r  Thy ten de r m ercies’ sake 
(Tye); G lo ria  in Excelsis (H aydn); Psalms 47, 67, 96 and 100 from  
'Psalms fo r Today’ (H e rb e rt C happell); The Lord hath been m indful 
(W es ley); O, Valiant Hearts (Ball); O , Bone Jesu (Palestrina); And the 
G lo ry  o f the  Lord (Handel); Sleepers Awake (M endelssohn); L ift up 
yo u r heads (M athias); Magnificat and N unc D im itt is  fro m  Service in G 
(S tan ford ); H oly, H o ly , H o ly  (S chubert); C h ris t is arisen (Hessley); 
100th Psalm (S ch iitz); Father all H o ly  (B a rre tt-A g n e s ); K yrie  fro m  Missa 
Brevis (B r it te n ) ; C redo fro m  Sainte Cecile Mass (G ounod); M agnificat 
(B arry  Ball).

MELODIE T O  M ODERN
The Cantata C h o ir , D ire c to r : Barry Ball.
O rg an is t: G ordon W est.
The 20th C e n tu ry  Music G roup.
The S trathallan Q u in te t.

E lg a r’s ‘Ave Verum ’ introduced the programm e and Andrew  
M ackenzie-Sm ith , solo treble, sang with cla rity  and confidence.



M ozart's C la rinet Quintet I thoroughly enjoyed and D avid  
Newton gave a most professional perform ance o f what seemed 
to be a difficult and demanding piece. There followed an inter­
esting dram atic dialogue, ‘ The Pharisee and the P ub lican ’ by 
Schutz. I don’t think I would have pa rticu la rly  enjoyed it but for 
the excellent soloists— Andrew M agill, tenor, and Gavin Crowe, 
bass. They certa in ly made the perform ance. Barry Ball then 
played an organ solo, ‘L ’apparition de I’eglise eternelle’ by 
M essiaen. Throughout, the rhythm ic drum  beat played on the 
pedals engendered a contem plative mood.

Stravinsky, I fear, is an acquired taste and I doubt i f  many o f  
the audience would have enjoyed his 'M iniatures. ’ Perhaps the 
professionals can enjoy such m usic but the layman would have 
difficulty in understanding the unusual techniques that Strav­
insky employs.

The first perform ance o f B arry B a ll’s '£ tenebris . . .  in lucem ’ 
was, I think, well received. The first movement, w ritten in the 
style o f  Stravinsky and based on some verses from Psalm s 25 
and 130, was rather dreary but then so were the Psalm s. The 
second and third movements were much brighter and more 
lively and the choir obviously enjoyed perform ing them. It ’s 
difficult for an am ateur to judge a piece o f  m usic heard for the 
first time but I think a member o f  the choir sums up my feelings 
when he said that after you’ve heard it a few tim es it begins to 
grow on you.

PAB

SPEECH  DAY
The Headm aster, concluding his speech in which he had 

welcomed our distinguished Guest of the Day, Mr Robin 
MacLellan, C .B .E ., J.P., and reported on his first year at 
Strathallan suggested that ‘ intellectual curio sity  can take 
us up many a cul de sac but, properly disciplined, it w idens 
our experience and sharpens our sense of d irectio n .’ Th is 
proved to be a singularly apt conclusion in that it repre­
sented also the theme of Mr M acLellan’s sparkling address 
the high light of which was perhaps for many the splendid 
example of lateral th in king shown in the exam ination of the 
many ways of determ ining the height of a skyscraper using 
a barom eter (but only once to measure barom etric 
pressure).

The G o vernors, Headm aster (?and Chaplain) seem to 
have lost none of th e ir traditional touch when it comes to 
organising Speech Day weather. A fte r the m orn ing’s 
proceedings in the C ity  Hall parents and guests w ere able 
to spend a pleasant afternoon v isitin g the School; to urin g
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the exh ib ition s and w atching the various displays. The 
afternoon concluded in traditional fashion w ith the Pipe 
Band of the C .C .F . C o n tin gen t beating the retreat on the 
Lawn.

Prize w inners w e re :
The Sm ith C u p  for Captain of School G . J. F. C ro w e
The Houston Prize for A ll Round Merit G . J. F. C ro w e
D u x  . . . . A . R. Cochrane
The W illiam  Tattersall A r t  Prize - G . L. H. K in d e r
The Patrick G randison Prize fo r Strings F. G . Macadam
The Robert Barr Memorial Prize

for Music . . . N . J . C .  Parker
Modern Languages (French & Germ an) J. M. W aldie
G eography - A . W . B. Magill
H isto ry  - G . J. F. C ro w e
English . . . . J. M. W ald ie
Mathematics - N . L. G ard n er & J. G . Leishman
Econom ics - D . R .M . Park
C h e m istry  - N . L. G ardner
Physics - J. G . Leishman
A r t  (Pottery) - K . W . W illo x
H isto ry  Essay - G . A . M. G errard

The Great Strathallan ’Flu Epidemic
Thursday 22nd January 1976; just another day— for most 

people. H ow ever, w ithin Strathallan School..........
Th is day saw the first inauspiciously large batch of boys 

adm itted to the Sanatorium . The patients were suffering 
from  headaches, vom iting, and sh ivering. From then on the 
numbers swelled alarm ingly. The  San. was q u ickly  filled, 
follow ed by the reserve ‘U p p e r’ San., then by the old 
Masters’ D in ing Room and eventually, at the height of the 
epidem ic, all the Leburn d o rm ito ries— including the ir extra 
beds. Th is added up to a peak of at least 110 patients at one 
tim e. In most cases recovery to o k 4 -5  days; but some 
lingered for tw o w eeks. Effectively the School came to a 
near halt until Monday 9th February, when the ’flu finally 
burnt itself out, w ith 169 victim s to its name.

The School owes a lot to all those who assisted in the 
running of the San., a job made even more difficult by 
S ister Fa irba irn ’s absence w ith a bout of pneumonia. Mrs 
Plizka, S ister Macdonald, Mrs Rankine, Mrs G lim m , Mrs 
Sharp and all those m aster’s w ives w ho helped deserve 
special praise for th e ir efficient and selfless services.



itlmicmffr Anna Haiti
^rrbge of Jiant ^  |§Frilj

RSAC RAC AA APPOINTED irk 
Telephone: Bridge of Earn 216

Noted in the past for good food and hospitality, 
the new owners are pleased to announce 

that once again they can offer excellent cuisine, 
both from the table d’hote and a la carte menus, 

with a number of exciting dishes 
being prepared for you and your guests at the table. 

Only three miles from Strathallan School 
the hotel is ideally situated for parents who wish 

to entertain their families.

LUNCHEON 12.15-2.00 p.m.

AFTERNOON TEA 3.00 - 5.00 p.m.

HIGH TEAS DAILY 4.00 - 6.00 p.m.

DINNERS 7.00 - 9.30 p.m.

Resident Proprietors: IAN and JENNIFER FRASER
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PIPE BAND
Perhaps the  best b it o f news was the  in tro d u c tio n  o f the  new k it  

w h ich arrived just in tim e  fo r the  Summ er T e rm ’s engagements.
Hopes w ere no t high when the  f irs t practice o f the  Spring came 

about bu t the  s p ir it  was no t lacking and a very young band soon became 
very good. The drum m ers, all o f w hom  are in the  fo u rth  fo rm , w ere 
eager and keen to  pu t on an impressive appearance.

Speech Day w en t very w e ll indeed. The band played tw ice  d u ring  the  
a fte rnoon and managed to  cap ture the  a tte n tio n  o f all w ho  w ere 
w ith in  earshot o f the  Lawn.

The f irs t ou ts ide engagement was B lackford H ighland Games. I t  was 
a dreadful day but, as the  papers said 'th e  band b rough t a l i t t le  life  in to  
the  rain-dampened proceedings.’

In the  East o f Scotland band com pe tition  we managed a very c re d it­
able 5th place. The new k it  seemed to  be a grea t help here even though 
the  w inn ing  band w o re  jerseys!

W ith  the  loss o f on ly  one p iper, the  hopes fo r  ne x t year are very 
good. H enry Gray leaves a fte r fo u r years good service to  the  band.

The results o f the  co m p e titio n  w ere  as fo llo w s :—
D R U M M IN G : Senior: C. B. Cam pbell.

R unner-up: N . J. V oigt.
Jun io r: G. G. Baird.

R unner-up: K. T. N oble .
P IP ING: S enior: D. M. N . G illanders.

R unner-up : C. J. Caithness.
Jun io r: R. E. Belcher.

R unner-up: A . C. Fairbairn.
C H AN TER  PRIZE: P. G. McDonald.
Once again we give hearty thanks to  Messrs. M urray, W ilso n  and 

Henderson w ho have devoted so much o f th e ir  tim e  to  the  band.
D M N G
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SCOTTISH C O U N T R Y  D A N C IN G
Judging by attendances throughout the w inter term, the society 

is in good heart. For one reason or another the M usic Room was 
filled on most Saturday evenings with ever eager and occasionally  
elephantine dancers. C erta in ly  some o f the steps produced had 
more in common with scrum  practice than the dance floor, but 
most people managed to get to the right place at the right time 
and had a great deal o f  fun in so doing.

St. Andrew ’s N ight provided the traditional c lim a x to the 
term ’s efforts. The Convent in itia lly  made life  difficult for us by 
arriv ing  rather later than norm al, but after that a ll went w ell; 
the demonstration team danced the Duke and Duchess of  
Edinburgh, M rs M urray led the singing o f fa m ilia r songs whilst 
her husband played the pipes the way they should be and our 
own Pipes and Drum s finished the evening in fine style.

G rateful thanks are due to Andrew M agill and several other 
seniors who did much to improve the general standard o f  
dancing and also to M essrs. b a rker, Clayton and M acLeod for 
contributions e lectrica l and a rtistic , so essential to the enjoy­
ment o f  the evening. But most o f  a ll we should like  to thank the 
residents o f  the Convent without whose continuing support the 
whole exercise would lack colour, point and charm .

MB

T . S. L IN G  (1968 74) managed a 2.11 in his Economics T ripos Pt. I. 
O n the  Decca label t r y  ‘ Revels W e ird  and W ild ’ by the  Spriguns 
fea tu ring  the  fidd le  o f Tom  Ling (R iley/R u thven 1968-74). M r W illiam s 
claims to  have the  agency on th is  disc. R um our has i t  he’s ge tting  a 
cu t to o !

Theatre visit ‘The Long and the Short and the Tall’
The f irs t the a tre  v is it o f 1976 was to  W ill is  Hall's ‘The Long and the 

Short and the  T a ll’ at the  M acRobert A rts  C en tre , S tirling . A  very 
cred itab le  perform ance by an experienced cast served w e ll to  en te rta in  
the  e n tire  party . Despite a s lig h tly  shaky s ta rt, p robab ly due to  th is 
being the  f irs t n igh t o f the  p ro d u c tio n , the  players presented us w ith  
an adm irab le  display o f con fiden t and enthusiastic acting.

The play itse lf, by tim es tense and w it ty ,  deals w ith  the  prospect o f a 
pa tro l o f five  inexperienced B ritish  sold iers in the  Malayan jung le, led 
by a couple o f seasoned veterans. A fte r  cap tu ring  a Japanese so ld ie r and 
find in g  themselves seem ingly in the  m idd le  o f the  Japanese A rm y, we 
see the  gradual deve lopm ent o f th e ir  tru e  characters and th e ir  a t t i­
tudes tow ards w ar. A  very d ram atic  fina le, inc lud ing  the  death o f 
v ir tu a lly  the  e n tire  cast, concluded a very w o rth w h ile  and en terta in ing  
evening.

D TH  & CBB
Parties o f 40 o r  m ore also a ttended performances o f H e n rik  Ibsen's 

‘ Hedda G ab le r’ at Dundee R epe rto ry  Theatre  and o f Ray Cooney and 
John Chapman’s ‘ N o t N o w  D a rlin g ’ at the  P itloch ry  Festival Theatre. 
Both visits, though w ide ly  d iffe ring  in character, w ere  equally w ell 
enjoyed but, un fo rtu na te ly , pressures o f m aterial upon space prevent 
us publish ing m ore detailed apprecia tions.



P H O T O G R A P H IC  SOCIETY
W e  started off the year w ith a series of dark-room  

dem onstrations so that all new members w ere given a 
practical experience of developing and printing, and although 
the use of the dark-room  tapered off s lightly  tow ards the 
end of the Sum m er term , there was a good deal of activity 
during the previous tw o term s. Members of the 3rd form 
provided an enthusiastic contingent th roughou t the year 
and thanks must be given to Brabbs, G u ion and W iddow son 
for the ir hard w o rk  in keeping the dark-room  in o rd e r 
during the Spring term .

The com petition and e xh ib itio n , although more limited 
in scope than usual, w ere of a better standard than last year. 
The com petition was sp lit into three sections: landscape, 
portrait and school life. O u r  thanks to the ‘Strathallian ’ for 
donating the prizes.

A p art from buying a new safe-light filte r we made few 
purchases apart from the usual chem icals and paper. H o w ­
ever, the enlarger lens was dism antled and now produces 
better results. O n the whole the society has ‘developed’ well 
this year and I wish next year’s office bearers the best of 
luck.

Finally, I w ould like to convey my sincere thanks to Mr 
G ray and to Donald G illanders, w ithout whose invaluable 
help and backing throughout the year the society could not 
have flourished.

R K L
C O M P E T IT IO N  W IN N E R S :

Landscape - R. K . Linton.
School Life - D . M. N . G illanders.

Portra it - D. J. Fletcher and
N . A . MacLeod.

1976 O F F IC E  B E A R E R S :

Chairm an - H. M. Pearson.
T reasurer - A . J. H. Locke.

W as it  pu re ly  coincidence?
(1) The S trathallan School Rain Dancing Society was founded on the  last 

w eek o f A p r il 1976.
(2) The w e tte s t May fo r  years was registered by the  S trathallan M e t­

eorolog ical O ffice.
(3) N o  meetings have been held du ring  the  Sum m er vacation.
Keep on D ancing! ?

The pond was stocked th is  sum m er w ith  300 fish, 6 dinghies, 3 canoes, 
unspecified quantities o f weed and various bodies. M r C ow ie  claims 
w ith  some b itte rness to  have caught on ly  tw o  fish. G uion was even 
un lu ck ie r— he on ly  caught a crab.

Y O U N G  F A R M E R S ’ C L U B

Once again th e re  was a very  fu ll program m e o f film s and lectures 
fo r  the  large num ber o f Young Farmers— 140 boys having jo ined the 
C lub. There w ere  tw o  lectures, one in the  W in te r  and one in the  
Spring Te rm , the  f irs t  de livered by a deer fa rm er from  A uch te rm u ch ty  
and the  second by tw o  Young Farmers w ho  had visited Canada. There 
w e re  tw o  ‘ Farmers’ Forum s’ w hich w ere  also very popular. The f irs t  
panel consisted o f O ld  S trathallians and the  second o f parents.

Th ree  vis its w ere  also organised. The f irs t to  a fish fa rm ; the  second 
to  the  A .I. C en tre  at Scone and the  th ird  to  the  H ighland Show. These 
w e re  all enjoyed by those w ho  w ent.

O n the  practical side and by k ind perm ission o f M r P. Marshal, parties 
o f boys w e n t to  Dalreoch Farm, D unn ing, on Sunday afternoons du ring  
th e  W in te r  and Spring Term s to  fence o ff an area and plant trees in it. 
I t  was th e re  th a t A n d re w  Peddie was presented w ith  the  prize fo r 
w inn in g  the  B e tte r C oun trym an C o m p e titio n  in 1975.

ABP

We are C hild ren  o f Instinct

Slaves o f  the Future

And Prisoners m anacled to the chains o f the Past

S H O O T IN G
The leavers at the end of last year left an almost unchanged 

‘A ’ team for this year. How ever, a com pletely new ‘B ’ team 
had to be found. It turned out that members were far too 
inexperienced and the ‘B ’ team was consequently disbanded.

Early in the w inter term  the ‘A ’ team lost to Rannoch. 
The rest of the term  was taken up in shooting the postal
B .S .S .R .A . com petition, in w hich we came 5th (with only 
four points separating 2nd and 6th positions).

In the spring term no postal com petition was shot (due 
to an oversight concerning the date of entry), but the House 
com petition took place. Ruthven won the cup.

C . R. M. Sm ith was awarded the individual shooting cup 
for having the best average in the previous te rm ’s B .S.S .R .A . 
com petition.

In the sum mer term  the ‘B ’ team was reformed (to give a 
future ‘A ’ team). The ‘A ’ team did quite well in the
B .S .S .R .A . com petition and beat the O ld  Strathallians 
(again).

The fo llow ing shot for the ‘A ’ team :—
Sm ith, C . R. M., Henderson, A . T ., Macadam, F. G ., 
Cam eron, I. D., Magill, A. W . B., McEwan, G . J.

The fo llow ing shot for the ‘B ’ team :—
G riffiths, Ross D. T ., Pearson, H. M., Cam pbell,
D ew hurst, Livingston, C rich to n , M .-M .

The fo llow ing w ere re-awarded the ir shooting co lo u rs:—  
Henderson, A . T ., Macadam, F. G ., Cam eron, I. D.,
Sm ith, C . R. M„ Magill, A . W . B.

ID C
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science society
Regular Saturday n igh t meetings have been held du ring  the  past year 

a lthough co m pe tition  w ith  te levis ion has taken its to ll and re la tive ly  few  
members have a ttended regularly. This is a p ity  because a num ber o f ex­
ce llen t m odern film s have been shown d u ring  the  year. In the Easter te rm  
we usually inv ite  a few  outside speakers and arrange one o r  tw o  visits. 
U n fo rtun a te ly  the ’flu ep idem ic upset th is  part o f the  program m e. 
N e x t year we w ant to  in jec t m ore life and v igou r in to  the  Society and a 
good program m e is already being planned. H ow ever, in the  final 
analysis we can do l i t t le  w ith o u t the  active sup port o f o u r members.

PAB

S IX T H  FORM LECTURES
As in previous years, we express o u r very sincere thanks to  those 

named be low  fo r so generously g iv ing o f th e ir  tim e  to  come to  S tra th ­
allan to  ta lk  to  the S ixth Form  about aspects o f pub lic  affairs in w hich 
they are closely involved.
G ordon D. Robertson, Esq.

A . Duncan M illa r, Esq.

D r Elizabeth Rogers 
Professor Douglas G iffo rd  
Robin P. MacLellan, Esq.,

C.B.E., J.P.
Sheriff H. F. Ford 
M. A. Payne, Esq.
L. A. Bassett, Esq., B.Sc.
J. H. Leveson, Esq., B.Sc.(Econ.), 

F.C.I.S., M.B.C.S., M .B.I.M .

The T rans ition  from  School to  
U n ive rs ity .

Regional G ove rnm ent in 
Scotland.

The E nvironm ent.
South Am erica.
The Problems o f Industry .

Law, G ove rnm ent and Justice. 
Enjoying the  C oun trys ide . 
Planning fo r Careers.
M r Leveson presented a Manage­

m ent Exercise e n titled  
‘ M argaret B roo ke .’

electronics club
This year has been a successful one fo r the  club, in w hich the re  has 

been a high demand fo r  m em bership. Members have been able to  build 
a lm ost any k it  th a t the y  desired and th is  has meant a w ide  varie ty  o f 
gadgets being constructed . Projects th is  year included fuzz boxes, 
am plifie rs , in te rcom , and a reaction tim e r. An in te res ting  display was 
organised fo r Speech Day 1976, and th is  provided an insigh t in to  the 
w o rk  o f those in the  C lub.

BWS

CARPENTRY
The past year has shown a resurgence o f in te res t in the  w o o d w o rk  

de partm en t o f the  School.
W ill in g  adherents to  the  crafts saw the  numbers swell to  some 90 

partic ipan ts. W ith  such enthusiasm , the  Speech Day display was a 
com m ensurate success.

A m ong the  item s shown w e re  some unusual examples o f wood 
tu rn in g . Riley boys showed a penchant tow ards bedside cabinet 
making and th e ir  exh ib its  w ere  much adm ired. There w ere  many 
artic les on display even a lthough a great num ber o f finished products 
had already been taken home th ro u g h o u t the  year.

The Senior School proved th e ir  in te re s t in th ings m ore academic by 
producing  some fine  bookcases and filin g  cabinets. Leisure moments 
w e re  represented by garden fu rn itu re , b ird  boxes and skis. The m un­
dane w o rld  o f the  k itchen was no t fo rg o tte n , w here  a num ber o f 
w e ll-tu rn e d  ro llin g  pins d re w  much in te re s t fro m  the  ladies present.

As can be imagined fro m  the  forego ing w e are indebted to  M r R obe rt­
son fo r the  keen in te res t and hard w o rk  w h ich  he has devoted. W e  are 
happy to  say th a t he has agreed to  stay w ith  us fo r  some tim e  to  come.

Thomas Finlayson

DEBATING SOCIETY

Again this year we had four debates: one was internal, two were with K ilgraston, and the highlight o f  the year was the competition at 
Kilgraston which also involved Dundee H igh School and St. Leonard’s. A ll o f these occasions were thoroughly enjoyable and there has 
been a steady improvem ent in the speeches throughout the year.

The first debate with K ilgraston took place in the W inter Term  when A. R. Cochrane was st ill Chairm an o f the Society. He and 
P. A. S. Ge/zer opposed the motion that ‘Pollution is too high a price  to pay for industria l efficiency.’ Both spoke well and the motion was 
overwhelm ingly defeated.

The next debate was an internal one and was chaired by H ead o f School, Gavin Crowe. R. K . Linton and M. £. Young proposed the 
motion that ‘Pop festivals should be discouraged’ and despite some sterling  opposition from A. R. Cochrane and Q. J. Davidson and the 
stout attacks from the ‘far out freaks’ in the shape o f S. J. Newing and D. A. R. M unro, R. K . Linton’s closing speech, and the fa ithful 
support o f  M r R. D. G. Powrie with his um brella, carried  the motion convincingly.

We then had another debate with Kilgraston. The topical motion, ‘The Sex D iscrim ination  Act is an unhelpful piece o f  legislation’ 
was proposed by R. K. Linton and a new mem ber o f  the Society, D. M. N . G illanders. The stubborn chauvinism  o f the Strath, contingent 
and the effect o f  the m ild  ‘double entendres’ o f  G illa n d er’s speech soon persuaded the g irls  and the motion was carried  convincingly.

The last occasion was the com petition. R. K. Linton and P. A. S. G e lze r were able to convince the audience that total selfishness was 
not the attitude prevalent in society today, as the St. Leonard’s g ir ls  proposed. The other debate was entitled ‘Sm all is beautifu l’ and 
throughout the evening some very va lid  and am using points were made.

I would like  to thank M r Young for arranging the competition and indeed for his invaluable help throughout the year.
R KL
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R. R. HENDERSON LTD.
---------------------The Outfitters---------------------

As outfitters to S T R A T H A L L A N  SC H O O L we carry fu ll stocks 

o f  the official uniform and can assure parents o f  clothing 

dependable in make and quality at reasonable prices

WE ARE EXPERTS IN HIGHLAND OUTFITTING

We always carry an extensive range o f  

RIDING CLOTHES AND GEAR

at

6 - 8  FRIARS STREET, STIRLING
Phone 3681
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cricket

The First Eleven finished with a w orse than average 
season, which possibly w asn’t unduly unexpected in view  
of the resources at the beginning of the term . The batting 
never got going early on, most people’s techniques being 
insufficiently sound to cope w ith the deviating ball on wet 
and green w ickets which were all too common for the first 
half of the season. W ith o u t a good start it took some time 
for anyone to get any confidence once the w ickets became 
better, and it w asn’t until the penultim ate match of the 
season that N . C . St.J. Yates recorded the first 50— and that 
must be a rather dismal record of some sort. The inability 
of the First Eleven to get runs was matched by th e ir inability 
to hold catches, and there were several games in the second 
half of the season when even the sim plest of chances was 
going down. These tw o handicaps were enough to make our 
inexperienced bowling attack look very moderate at times. 
W hen looking at the averages it would be as well for the 
reader to remind him self that most of the w ickets taken 
(particu larly by the spinners) had to be ’taken tw ice .’

The first game of the season, against C rie ff C .C ., was not a 
very auspicious start. The attack was hit uncerem oniously 
to the short boundary on The Lawn, and then the batting 
failed dismally. How  one longs for the days when the boot 
was on the other foot! The O cc a s io n a l’ fixtu re  was draw n, 
N. Yates and D. Inglis setting the foundation for a reasonable 
score, and D. Hay wafting his bat made a quick 26 not out.

O u r first major fixtu re  was against the Edinburgh A cad­
emy, and a curious game it turned out to be. Most of the 
Academ y batsmen showed some aggresive shots but not one 
of them settled to make a substantial score. This was to be 
the pattern of the game. The scoresheet shows that eleven 
batsmen got into double figures, but only one proceeded 
beyond 20. The Academ y batted as if they had been batting 
before on harder and faster w ickets, and uppish shots to 
mid-on and m id-off and edges were the main reasons for 
their getting out. N evertheless, 120 was a w inning score. 
K. Peddie was out early on, and although Yates and Sim 
started to retrieve matters, Sim was far too im petuous and 
soon went for a wide ball of full-length which he put stra ight 
to extra cover. O ne felt that it was a, unnecessary way to be 
out, and Yates was back in the pavilion shortly  before that.
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Despite an innings of some concentration by Yellow lees, all 
other resistance was short lasting.

The Perth Academ y game saw some changes in the side. 
A . O . Inglis was brought in to open, and proved that he 
could stay in for some tim e. The whole of the game was 
played in rain which varied between dow npour and drizzle . 
In the circum stances Perth Academ y bowled and fielded very 
steadily, taking tw o exce llen t catches. If they had not been 
hampered w ith a w et ball one feels that run-getting might 
have been much more difficult. In reply, Perth Academy 
made 43 for seven w ickets, having started at a brisk pace and 
then Cum m ing, in his first game for the Eleven knocked the 
heart out of the batting w ith 5 w ickets for 9 runs. Some of 
it was short, but some of it was obviously rather qu icker 
than the Academ y middle o rd e r had seen before. How ever, 
they w ere able to hang on for a draw.

A  draw , too, was the result of the game w ith Dundee 
U nive rsity  Staff, but a very different kind of draw. A t one 
tim e 29 for 5 (Cu m m ing and Macpherson doing the damage) 
the Staff w ere able to retrieve the situation. A t first the 
School did not take up the very generous declaration, but 
a fine bit of h itting by Hay who was ably supported by A . O . 
Inglis put us alm ost w ith in reach of a win.

The Fettes’ game was an anti-clim ax, and a repeat of the 
old story. Batting first on a w icket that was giving a bit of 
movement, but nothing unduly w o rry in g , the early batting 
collapsed com prehensively to some slow -m edium  bowling. 
Both Yellow lees and Yates w ere out to shots that they 
w ould not, I feel, care to rem em ber— cross-batted wipes 
against the new ball, and deprived of a sane start the innings 
declined to five w ickets for three runs w ith every prospect 
of the m atch’s being o ver well before lunch. In fact some 
later resolution w ith some rather generous spin bowling 
helped the innings along sufficiently for it to be over 12 
minutes before lunch. A fte r lunch Fettes had little  difficulty 
in scoring the runs required, and for the second year run­
ning the Fettes game was over well before 3.30.

A fte r the above debacle, the Lo re tto  game provided a 
pleasant surprise. Lo re tto  batted first on a w icket that was 
probably not as fast as they are w ont to playing on. N eve r­
theless they did bat rather badly, indeed, su icidally, and after 
C um m ing had taken three w ickets in fairly rapid succession, 
Sim, coming on instead of Hay, to ok tw o in tw o balls. The 
innings therefore w ent into decline and at lunch the score 
was 94 for 8, and of these, C raw ford , w ho had batted with 
great restraint and sense was 51 not out. A fter lunch the 
School bow lers gave away rather too many runs and Loretto



went to I 17, C raw ford  eventually being bowled round his 
legs by Graham. Still I 17 was a score that the School batting 
had never looked like  reaching in previous matches.

The School innings w ent off to a bad start, Peddie being 
out l.b.w. in the first over. A . O . Inglis and D. Sim to ok the 
score to 29, Sim scoring 25 of these runs, but the thrashing 
style doesn’t suit Sim , nor can he sustain it, so that just 
when he looked like  h itting the attack to ribbons he got 
out. How ever, on this occasion the m iddle o rder stu ck more 
carefully to th e ir task and W h ita ke r finished off the game 
with a huge straight s ix  off the bow ling of his opposite 
number, Craw ford. T h is  was the first w in over Lo retto  for 
some years.

Mr C . B. E. So m erville  kindly sent over an eleven from  the 
W e st of Scotland, and once again we had the pleasure of 
playing against several fam iliar faces. G . McLellan cap­
tained the side and m odestly put him self in very late in the 
o rder so that he hadn’t tim e to score his usual fifty which 
he claims I say is always scored off the edge. W e ll, there 
w eren’t any off the edge this tim e. The w icket was a bit 
two-paced and the School w ere perhaps fortunate to restrict 
the o pposition’s total to 133, a generous target. In the event 
McLeod proved to be a bit sw ift, although, as so often 
happens, the w ickets fell at the other end. In the face of tw o 
id iotic run-outs the opposing captain had a d ifficult time 
keeping the game open. D . Inglis made 41 and Sm ellie 19 
before being one of the run out victim s.

It is hard to say w hy the D o llar Academ y game is such a 
dour one, but it always is and this one was no exception. 
C erta in ly  the D o llar bow ling tended to be a shade on the 
defensive side, although one felt that Spow art deserved more 
than the three w ickets that he did get, several drives not 
going to hand. It was the usual sto ry of the School 
batting— a poor start follow ed by retrenchm ent by Hay and 
Sm ellie. O g ilv ie  and C um m ing then hit around to some 
effect, putting on 40 in an unfinished partnership for the last 
w icket. It was, alas, one of those partnerships that ruined 
the declaration, and D o lla r were content to play for a draw, 
which they achieved com fortably.

The match against the Strathallian C lu b  gave us another 
surprise result. I hope that Strathallians reading this report 
w ill note that the C lu b  has had great d ifficulty in the past 
few years in finding an eleven, and it must be particularly 
galling for the organiser of the side to find that only too 
often there are several old colours w atching from  the 
boundary on Founder’s Day. N evertheless, the side raised 
this year was reasonably strong, although it could have

done w ith the annual tw enty or th irty  from Donald Tu rn er. 
The School batted first and against a bow ling attack con­
sisting of A lasta ir Hay, N orm an M cKenzie, Peter W a lk e r and 
Stuart Low den, not to mention David C u rr ie , tem porarily  
out of retirem ent and on a short holiday from South Africa, 
many would have bet on the side not reaching 136. H o w ­
ever, Sim , Inglis, and W h ita k e r all chipped in with reasonable 
innings and 136 was reached. Alan Lam bie gave the C lu b  a 
resounding start w ith some inim itable strokes, but 
C um m ing got tw o early w ickets— those of Lambie and of 
David N ico l (just when the latter was beginning to get 
settled, too). Further disasters w ere to strike . Tares got 
one to move sharply and had J. Ford out leg before, and 
Peter W a lk e r ( I ’m having a run of low scores, you under­
stand’) having been dropped second ball allowed the ball to 
hit his w ickets th ird  ball. A fte r this Tares and Graham were 
a little  too much for the tail, and only David C u rr ie  provided 
any resistance. He was going well when given out padding 
up to an off-break, which suggests that if you must retire 
you should make sure that the laws haven’t changed when 
you make a come-back.

The M erchiston match on the fo llow ing Saturday was a 
d isappointm ent. M erchiston batted first and batted as one 
ought to in an all-day match. They got off to a quiet, but 
confident start, and the catches started to go down (about 
eight were to go down during the innings). A fte r lunch, the 
fielding got even more ragged— I counted fourteen runs 
scored off G raham ’s bow ling that went through fie lders’ 
legs! It is d ifficult to bowl a line and length when that kind 
of thing goes on w ithout apparent reprim and, and both 
G raham ’s and T a re s’ bow ling suffered. The batting, how­
ever, prospered and M erchiston proceeded w ithout 
difficulty to 171.

The School innings never settled to run-getting. O f the 
early batsmen, only Yellow lees scored any runs of conse­
quence and the rem ainder of the early batsmen, w ith the 
exception of Sm ellie, got out to the leg-spin bow ling of 
Kn ight. C erta in ly  K n igh t got some turn and had some 
flight, and one w ouldn’t want to detract from his figures, but
5 for 83 rather than 23 m ight have been a more realistic 
return.

A fte r this fix tu re  there w ere a series of club games. 
Mr du Boulay kindly brought up a good side with plenty of 
strokep layers. In fact both Graham and Tar,es bowled well 
to  restrict them to 154-5 declared. By now the School 
tactics had become established as spin from both ends as a 
means of getting w ickets rather than the lavish em ploym ent
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of m ilitary medium. W hen the School batted they faced a 
gentleman by the name of W o o lle y  w ho was quite the 
briskest and straightest bow ler that was to be met this 
season: three leg-befores and tw o bowled bears testim ony 
to this. The School innings was distinguished by a nice little  
innings from W . M acDonald, playing his first game for the 
First Eleven. The  next day, incidentally, he made an even 
nicer 36 for the O ccasionals against Michelin Men. Th is 
knock was follow ed by a 39 from D. Hay w hich was full of 
rustic charm m ixed w ith brute aggression. The stroke for 
a near six  over extra  cover from a fast ball pitched on middle 
and leg is one that I shall always rem em ber.

The Grange bow ling on the fo llow ing w eek was much 
more charitable. The first w icket put on 53, riches indeed! 
A t this point Baird, on his first appearance, chopped a ball 
onto his w icket and was out for a nicely constructed 16. 
Yellow lees was prom ptly run out w ith o u t facing a ball, 
but Yates, w ho was fed an enorm ous am ount of long-hops 
outside leg stum p plundered his way to 76, the first fifty of 
the season, w hich was nearly follow ed by a second, from 
D. Inglis, the acting captain w ho scored 46. Sim also hit to 
some effect, and although being dropped on the boundary 
tw ice, hit a qu ick 28. In all the School scored 130 runs in one 
and a quarter hours and w ere thus able to declare at tea. 
Grange lost early w ickets, but some catches w ere yet again 
dropped and so the v isito rs escaped w ith a draw.

The final match of the season was against T r in ity  C ollege, 
G lenalm ond, who had been carrying all before them. H o w ­
ever, the w icket provided at G lenalm ond by Bill D ennis was 
such a good one that it would have needed co llective  folly 
by one of the sides to lose. N e ith er side was so inclined in 
th is needle match. W ith  the captain still off games and 
Tares too the side was perhaps a little  understrength. C o ll. 
batted first and w ere not troubled by our opening attack, 
and in fact it was Sim w ho made the first breakthrough when
S. M acCaulay drove round and over a ball of full length. 
W e  had to w ait a long tim e for furth er success. Stevenson, 
who had been dropped off a sim ple chance to long-leg at 
five, had made a nicely constructed 61 when he drove 
uppishly at a ball from  Hay and was well taken at mid-on by 
A . O . Inglis. Shaw, the replacem ent for Tares, bowled 
adequately but not, of course, w ith the same accuracy, and 
Graham was bowled a shade too long. 214 was not an 
unreasonable target, though the School batting lacked the 
confidence to go for it. A . O . Inglis and Yates gave us a quiet 
but effective start, and saw off the opening bow lers. A  bit of 
leg-spin was introduced into the attack and this was dealt

w ith as unm ercifully as K n ig h t’s in the M erchiston match 
had been dealt w ith tim id ly. A n yth ing short Yates des­
patched to the area between m id-w icket and fine leg with 
relish and completed a good 58. A . O . Inglis had one o r two 
good leg-drives before being caught at the w icket hooking 
at a short ball. Thereafter Yellow lees dominated the pro­
ceedings w ith a ferocious display of batting. In three 
successive balls the leg-spinner com ing on for another try  
was hit straight for four, onto the pavilion roof for six  and 
through extra  cover for four. Then, G ordon who had been 
quietly w heeling away as medium pace change was des­
patched over long-off for six. U nfortunately tim e ran out 
before Yellow lees could com plete what w ould have been a 
very fine fifty.

The season, then, ended on a more encouraging note. 
Several players appeared for the First Eleven, and although 
the season had its disappointm ents in that some potential 
run-getters remained potential run-getters and in that the 
bow lers never got the required support in the field things 
do not look too bleak for next year.

The Second Eleven had an average season, and the Th ird  
Eleven, in itia lly  led by N ew ing and later by Hinshaw , who 
had considerable personal success with bat and ball, made 
up for lack of skill w ith boundless enthusiasm. A t times it 
was difficult to know  where the side was coming from ; in 
the match against Glenalm ond, for example, they were led 
by someone officially on sum mer hockey, and had two 
senior colts, one of whom , M. Ross, has been unlucky not 
to get into the Senior C o lts proper, although his left-arm 
medium has been w elcom e to the thirds, and an athlete 
(which is some consolation to the athletes for a regular 
3rd X I player taking the Ju n io r V icto r Ludorum  on Sports 
Day— yes, there was a jun io r colt in this side, too!).

The Senior C o lts  w ere, w ithout doubt, the best eleven 
in the School this year. A. Baird made a mountain of runs, 
and even cats m ight be interested to get hold of the secret 
of the longevity of his innings. He had one game for the 1st 
X I  and one for Q N C C , acquitting him self well in both. He 
and Brew ster gave the C o lts some consistent starts so that 
some of the low er o rder talent, including W . D . W . 
MacDonald and A . W . Ferguson, just did not get the 
opportun ities for playing long innings. The bowling, too, 
was full of prom ise. Jackson, the captain, bowled seam-up 
effectively, as did Ferguson. W a tt was probably under­
bowled, and J. E. McIntosh looks to have promise as an 
off-spinner.

The Ju n io r C o lts  got off to a bad start with an early mis­
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match between them and Rannoch. Still, even good sides 
have the ir off-days (just say Sion Mills to  a W e st Indian). 
This side eventually reversed its fortunes to the point w here 
they beat Fettes, had a good draw  against M erchiston and 
then, chasing 204 against Glenalm ond, beat them by 3 
w ickets. D. O g ilv ie  was the chief run-getter, but A . MacLeod 
is sure to get runs in the future. The w icket takers appear 
to have been W atson and Bain.

Th is year the Senior House Matches w ere suspended
because there just wasn’t enough tim e to play them, and the

1st X I  AVERAGES
B A T T I N G I N N S N . O . H .S . R U N S A V .
D. T. Hay 11 2 39 180 20 00
R. 1. W h ita k e r 11 3 39* 159 19 87
N. C. St.J. Yates 12 0 76 231 19 25
D. G. Inglis 12 1 46 197 17 99
M. J. Yellow lees 10 1 48* 143 15 88
A. O. Inglis 7 0 27 102 14-57
1. G. O g ilv ie 7 2 28* 68 13 60
D. Sim 12 1 28 141 12 81
D. A. Smellie 10 0 39 119 1 1 90
A. J. Tares 12 5 12 58 8 28
K. A. D. Peddie 8 0 19 59 7-42

B O W L I N G O . M. R. W . A V .
A . J. Tares 125 23 307 23 13 34
A. H. Cum m ing 102 30 229 17 13 47
D. Sim 40 8 1 19 8 14 87
D. T. Hay 123 4 25 344 16 21 50
D. P. A. Graham 95 23 286 13 22 00
R. A. McPherson 51 16 148 5 29-60

A lso played: A. C. B. Baird, J. B. Callander, R. H. G ard iner,
W . D. W . McDonald, W . M. Potts, A. K. Shaw. 

C olours w ere  awarded to :  Hay, Graham, A. O. Inglis, Yellow lees, 
Cum m ing.

and re-awarded to : W h ita k e r, D. G. Inglis, Yates, Tares.
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R E S U L T S

1st M ay v. C r ie ff  C .C . (Hom e)
C rie ff 184 -  5 (dec.); S trathallan 76.
L o s t  b y  108 ru n s .

6th M ay v. Strathallan O ccasionals (Hom e)
Strathallan 1 6 3 -5  (dec.) (Yates 37, D. G. Inglis 29* Hay 26*). 
S trathallan Occasionals 1 4 7 -6 . M a tch  D ra w n .

8th M ay v. Edinburgh Academ y (Home)
Edinburgh Academy 120 (D . Sim 3 -  13; D. T. Hay 3 - 4 0 ;

R. A. McPherson 2 -  42).
S trathallan 97 (M. J. Yellow lees 23).
L o s t  b y  23 ru n s.

I Ith  May v. Perth Academ y (Hom e)
Strathallan 1 0 8 -6  (dec.) (A . O . Inglis 27, R. I. W h ita k e r 24). 
Perth Academy 4 3 - 7  (A . H. C um m ing 5 -  9). M a tch  d ra w n .

13th May v. Dundee U niversity S ta ff X I  (Hom e)
Dundee U n ive rs ity  Staff X I 1 1 6 -8  (dec.) (A . H. Cum m ing 2 - 1 9 ,  

R. A. McPherson 2 -  22).
S trathallan 112 -  6 (D. T. Hay 37). M a tch  d ra w n .

22nd May v. Fettes (Hom e)
Strathallan 50.
Fettes 51 fo r  3 (D. T. Hay 2 -  22, R. A . McPherson 1 -1 6 ) .
L o s t  by 7 w k ts.

27th May v. Loretto (Hom e)
L o re tto  I 17 (R. B. C raw fo rd  66, A . H. C um m ing 4 -  37,

A. J. Tares 3 - 3 1 ,  D .S im 2  -  12, D. P. A . Graham 1 -1 3 ) .  
S trathallan 1 2 2 -6  (R. I. W h ita k e r 34 n.o., D. Sim 25,

A. O. Inglis 21, D. A . Smellie 20).
W o n  by 4 w k ts .

3rd June v. C . 8. E. Som erville’s X I  (Hom e)
C. B. E. S om erville 's X I 1 3 3 -7  (dec.) (A. J. Tares 3 -  40). 
S trathallan 9 8 - 8  (D . G. Inglis 41). M a tch  d ra w n .

10th June v. D o llar Academ y (Away)
Strathallan 1 6 9 -9  (dec.) (D. A. Smellie 39, D. T. Hay 34,

I. G. O g ilv ie  28, D. G. Inglis 20).
D o lla r 66 -  2. M a tch  d ra w n .

12th June v. Strathallian C lub X I  (Hom e)
Strathallan 136 -  7 (dec.) (R. I. W h ita k e r 39 n.o., D. Sim 26,

D. G. ling lis  20, A. J. Hay 3 -  21, D. J. S. C u rr ie  2 - 2 0 ,
N. D. M cKenzie 2 -  30, S. D. Lowden I -  21).

S tra tha llian C lub  109 (D . J. S. C u rr ie  26, A . J. Tares 5 -  38,
A. H. C um m ing 3 -  29, D. P. A . Graham 2 -  16).

W o n  b y 27 ru n s.

19th June v. M erchiston Castle (Away)
M erchis ton 1 7 1 -4  (dec.) (A. W . M ilne 49, D. T. Hay 2 -  54,

A. H. C um m ing I -  20, A . J. Tares I -  38).
S trathallan 75 (M. J. Yellow lees 23, K n igh t 5 -  23).
L o s t  by 96 ru n s .



26th June v. M ichelin Men (Hom e)
M ichelin Men 1 5 4 -5  (dec.).
Strathallan-1 13 -  8 (D . T. Hay 39, W . D. W . M cDonald 26).
M a tch  d ra w n .

3rd Ju ly  v. Grange C .C . (Hom e)
Strathallan 1 9 7 -8  (dec.) (N . C. St.J. Yates 76, D. G. Inglis 46,

D. Sim 28).
Grange C.C. 1 0 6 -8  (D . T. Hay 3 -  23). M a tc h  d ra w n .

6th Ju ly  y. T rin ity  College, G lenalm ond (Away)
G lenalm ond 2 1 4 - 6  (dec.) (A . J. G. Stevenson 61, A . K. Shaw 

2 -  56, D. P. A . Graham 2 -  60, D. Sim I -  19, D. T. Hay I -  40). 
S trathallan 1 5 6 -4  (N . C. St.J. Yates 58, M. J. Ye llow lees 48 n.o.). 
M a tch  d ra w n .

2nd X I
8th May v. Edinburgh Academ y (Hom e)

S trathallan 100 (A . O. Inglis 24).
E dinburgh Academy 101 -  3. L o s t  b y  7 w k ts .

27th M ay v. Loretto (Away)
L o re tto  68.
S trathallan 69 -  9. W o n  b y I w k t.

!9th June v. M erchiston Castle (Hom e)
M erchiston 103.
S trathallan 59 (McPherson 25). L o s t  b y  44 ru n s .

6th Ju ly  v. Trin ity  College, G lenalm ond (Hom e)
G lenalm ond 232 -  4 (dec.).
S trathallan 43. L o s t  b y  189 ru n s.

3rd X I
8th M ay v. Edinburgh Academ y (Hom e)

E dinburgh Academy 106.
Strathallan 107 -  9 (H inshaw  26, M cDonald 25, Benzies 20).
W o n  b y I w k t.

27th M ay v. Loretto (Away)
L o re tto  97 (H inshaw  4 -  33, Ross 3 -  28).
Strathallan 100 -  7 (T ay lo r 20 n.o., H inshaw 20).
W o n  by 3 w k ts .

10th June v. D o llar Academ y (Away)
D o lla r 1 5 9 -8  (dec.).
S trathallan 88 (H inshaw  44).
L o s t  by 71 ru n s.

19th June v. M erchiston Castle (Hom e)
M erchiston 94 (C leland 4 -  60, Ross 3 -  18).
Strathallan 38.
L o s t  by 56 ru n s.

6th Ju ly  v. T rin ity  College, Glenalm ond (Hom e)
Strathallan 87.
G lenalm ond 39 (H inshaw  6 - 1 4 ,  C leland 4 -  25).
W o n  by 48 ru n s.

COLTS
8th M ay v. Edinburgh Academ y (Away)

Edinburgh Academy 132 -  4 (dec.).
S trathallan 1 2 8 - 5  (M cDonald 36, B rew ste r 31).
M a tch  d ra w n .

22nd M ay v. Edinburgh Academ y (Hom e)
Strathallan I I I (Baird 79).
E dinburgh Academy 3 9 - 9  (Ferguson 5 - 1 3 ) .
M a tch  d ra w n .

27th M ay v. Loretto (Hom e)
L o re tto  84 (Ferguson 6 -  29, Jackson 4 -  18).
Strathallan 8 6 - 6  (Baird 42).
W o n  by 4 w k ts .

10th June v. Fettes (Hom e)
Strathallan 1 4 2 -1  (dec.) (Baird 83 n.o., McDonald 32 n.o.).
Fettes 105 -  6 (M cIntosh 3 - 1 8 ,  McDonald 3 -  19).
M a tch  d ra w n .

18th June v. M erchiston Castle (Away)
Strathallan 156 -  5 (dec.) (Baird 35, Ferguson 29 n.o., B rew ste r 29). 
M erchiston 79 (Jackson 4 -  15).
W o n  by 77 ru n s .

6th Ju ly  v. Trin ity  College, Glenalm ond (Away)
Strathallan 1 7 2 - 3  (dec.) (Baird 67, McDonald 47 n.o.,

B rew ste r 33).
Glenalm ond 131—6 (Jackson 3 -  30). M a tch  d ra w n .

J U N IO R  COLTS
29th A pril v. a Rannoch X I  (Hom e)

Strathallan 9.
Rannoch 1 0 - 2 .  L o s t  b y  8 w k ts .

8th M ay v. Edinburgh Academy (Away)
Strathallan 50.
Edinburgh Academy 5 1 - 4 .  L o s t  by 6 w k ts .

27th May v. Loretto (Hom e)
L o re tto  78 (Inglis 3 - 9 ,  W atson 3 - 1 7 ) .
Strathallan 64. L o s t  by 14 ru n s.

10th June v. Fettes (Hom e)
Fettes 76 (Bain 5 -  15).
Strathallan 7 8 - 9  (O g ilv ie  25). W o n  by I w k t.

19th June  v. M erchiston Castle (Away)
M erchiston 1 7 4 - 6  (dec.) (W atson 3 -  30).
Strathallan 108 -  5 (O g ilv ie  49 n.o., MacLeod 26).
M a tch  d ra w n .

6th Ju ly  v. Trin ity  College, Glenalm ond (Away)
G lenalm ond 204 -  9 (dec.) (Bain 6 - 7 1 ) .
Strathallan 2 0 8 - 7  (O g ilv ie  45, Fellowes-Prynne 4 1, MacLeod 35, 

Bain 28). W o n  by 3 w k ts .
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GOLF
As far as the team is concerned the  match and co m p e titio n  results 

ove r the  year w ere ra the r d isappoin ting bu t, even so, th e re  have been 
some good ind iv idua l performances and the  standard o f g o lf at the  top  
o f the team is b e tte r than fo r  a num ber o f years. The f irs t th re e  o f the 
league side— P. A. H ill, W . D. G ibson, and D. T. Hay— are re tu rn in g  
next te rm , so tha t we should be all set to  m oun t a s trong challenge in 
next year's c ircu it.

P. A. H ill did his ow n c irc u it in the  sum m er and did w e ll to  reach the  
qu a rte r finals o f the W est o f Scotland Boys, and the  fo u rth  round o f the  
B ritish  Boys at Sunningdale, w here  he was beaten by the  eventual 
w inne r. W . D. G ibson came good tow ards the  end o f the  sum m er te rm  
and besides w inn ing  the C lub Cham pionship he beat the  G lenalmond 
num ber one convincingly ove r the  Cairn ies Course.

The new Headmaster tu rned  o u t to  be a g o lf a rch itec t in disguise, and 
already new tees and greens are being prepared in o rd e r to  convert 
the  existing 6-hole N ew  Course in to  9 holes. N one o f the  greens w ill 
be sited on games pitches, so tha t i t  w ill be possible to  w o rk  on them  
du ring  the w in te r  m onths and so im prove th e ir  standard. Some o f the 
new holes w ill be exc iting  and challenging, o ffe ring  the  courageous 
qu ite  a lo t to  th in k  about, bu t at the  same tim e  a llow ing  the average 
School go lfe r to  play w ith in  his lim its . It is un like ly  tha t the w ho le  
course w ill be ready by next sum m er but, w ith  luck, pa rt o f it  w ill be 
operational.

Finally, a w o rd  o f thanks to  W ill ie  G ibson fo r  all his conscientious 
w o rk  as Secretary, and to  Peter H ill fo r help ing w ith  the  adm in is tra tion  
and course maintenance.

RESULTS
Stocks Cup (P erthsh ire  Schools com pe tition ) played at G lenalm ond on 

14th September 1975— 6th o u t o f 7— 3 round aggregate— 261 
(8 5 ,86 ,90).

A er Lingus qualifyihg round played at S tir lin g  G.C. on 29th March 
1976— 13th o u t o f 16— 3 round aggregate— 274 (90, 91, 93). 

PERTHSHIRE SCHOOLS LEAGUE
v. A uch te ra rde r Secondary School Halved 2 -  2 (A uch te ra rde r). 
v. P itlochry H igh School W on 4 - 0  (A uch te ra rde r).
v. G lenalmond Lost 3 -  I (A uch te ra rde r).
v. M orrison 's  Academy Lost 2£ -  4  (C rie ff).

OTHER MATCHES

v. M erchiston W o n  4 |  -  l {  (Ladybank).
v. Masters Lost 6 -  2 (Ladybank).
v. G lenalmond Lost 5 -  3 (Cairnies).

House C o m p e titio n  Ruthven.
C lub Cham pion : W . D. Gibson.

League Team :
P. A. H ill, W . D. G ibson, D. T. Hay, S. J. N ew ing , G. D. Robb.

M O U N T A IN E E R IN G
O u r first expedition to ok us to Glencoe in Novem ber 

w here we climbed Buachaille Etive Mor, starting from 
Lagangarbh. A fte r tw o and a half hours we were on the 
sum m it in a biting cold wind which froze the w ater in our 
bottles and hastened o ur descent to the valley.

In Decem ber we hoped to clim b Ben Law ers but, having 
traversed Bheinn Ghlas, we experienced trem endously 
strong winds and w ere obliged to curtail the day by losing 
height before return ing to the Land Rover.

O u r trip  to D rum o chter in the N ew  Yea r was again 
curtailed by adverse conditions. A fte r clim bing Geal Charn 
and A'M harconaich we headed down to the valley in near 
w hite-out conditions. Inevitably glorious sunshine broke 
through as we reached the Land Rover.

June saw us in the C airn gorm s. O u r Saturday evening 
stro ll took us up C a irn gorm  itself before camping at the 
Milehouse. The sum mits of Geal C harn  (different from the 
one mentioned above), Sgor Gaoith and C arn  Ban More were 
achieved in rem arkably different conditions— bright, warm, 
sunlight, hailstorm  and mist.

The final expedition of the year was based in Glen Nevis 
over and extended weekend. B listering heat hampered our 
progress but eventually we achieved our objectives of 
Sgu rr A ’Mhaim, Am  Booach, Stob C o ire  A ’Chairn  and An 
Gearanach. O u r  route up Ben N evis began at Steall Cottage 
and took us via the C arn  Mor Deare arete to the highest 
point in Britain.

A  furth er tw o m unros, Ben V o rlich  and Stuc. A ’C ro in , 
w ere clim bed on an adventurous tra in ing camp (C .C .F .)  at 
Lochearnhead, making a total ol 15 munros in the year.

Thro ugh ou t the year the clim bing wall has been used 
regularly w ith some sk ill.

O n behalf of all those who to ok part in these activities I 
would like to thank Mr C om ins for sacrificing his spare 
tim e with such enthusiasm.

D .G .



SAILING
The School pond has been put to its full use this season and 

a large part of the sailing has been done there. Th is not only 
means that there has been more interest in the club but also 
that the boys have been able to sail in th e ir own tim e during 
A ctiv ities and on Sundays and w ithout the problem s of 
tidal waters.

W e  were only able to arrange three sailing matches and 
unfortunately of these three the Glenalm ond fixtu re  was 
cancelled ow ing to the lack of wind.

The first fixtu re  was against Lo retto  on o ur home waters 
of the Tay and the final result was the exact opposite of last 
year’s. The wind throughou t the afternoon was very change­
able. The racing was close and com petitive and consequently 
the day was enjoyed by all.
Result: Race I I. Jacoranda (Lo retto )

2. Strath I (Lo re tto )
3. Heidi (N ew ton & M orton)
4. A ja x  (Lo re tto )
5. Strath II (B laxte r & Muir)
6. Popeye (Ferguson & W a lke r)

Race 2 I. Jacoranda (Ferguson & W a lke r)
2. Strath II (Lo re tto )
3. A jax  (N ew ton & M orton)
4. Strath I (B laxte r & Muir)
5. Heidi (Lo retto )
6. Popeye (Lo retto )

Lo retto  19-j Strathallan 21-j Lost by tw o points.

O u r next fixtu re  was against Rannoch on th e ir w aters but 
unfortunately the wind proved rather strong to begin with 
and consequently everybody capsized e ither before or 
during the first race which was abandoned. A fter a few 
postponements we dared to attem pt another race. O f the 
four boats only which started, Ferguson and W a lk e r won 
with New ton and Morton finishing th ird  to give Strath, a 
win by 2| points.

Ferguson and New ton represented the School at the 
Scottish Schools’ Cham pionships held on Loch Earn at Half 
Term . They suffered the misfortune of capsizing through 
gear failure in the first race and against strong opposition 
they were never able to make up the leeway. There 
disappointm ent w ill no doubt have been tempered by the 
knowledge that in this mixed class race none of the Enter­
prises even w ith the benefit of the ir yardstick handicaps 
came anywhere near the w inning Hornets.

The House sailing com petition, which was held on the

last Thursday of term , proved to be a very entertaining day. 
In between the sw im m ing and the sun-bathing there were 
tw o very com petitive races w ith the result in doubt until 
the very last minute. The wind freshened during the after­
noon to a steady breeze. Sim pson and Ruthven shared the 
cup, both having achieved a first and a second place.
Result: Race I I. Strath I (Simpson)

2. A ja x  (Ruthven)
3. Strath II (Leburn)
4. Heidi (N ico l)
5. Popeye (Freeland)

Race 2 I. A ja x  (Ruthven)
2. Strath I (Simpson)
3. Popeye (N ico l)
4. Strath II (Leburn)
5. Heidi (Freeland)

Ruthven 2 f  pts; Sim pson 2 f  pts; Leburn 7 pts;
N icol 7 pts; Freeland 10 pts.

Sailing colours were awarded to D. R. New ton.
W R F

S W IM M IN G
This year sw im m ing has centred around the  strong ju n io r  team th a t 

has developed ove r the  last few  years. Matches against o th e r schools 
have been lim ited  by com pe tition  fro m  o th e r sports bu t the  ju n io r team 
has swum w e ll despite th is.

Life-saving has been very active under the  guidance o f M r Kay; 53 
passes being gained at Bronze M edallion level and 6 Teachers’ C e r t if i­
cates being awarded.

The in te rhouse sw im m ing matches w ere  the  most com pe titive  fo r  
many years. P rio r to  the  final relay, Leburn, Ruthven, Freeland and 
Simpson w ere all in close con ten tion . It was eventua lly Leburn w ho 
clinched the  t i t le  by a very n a rrow  margin and thus broke the 
Simpson strang lehold  o f previous years.

INTERHOUSE RESULTS
BACKSTROKE
Jun io r I. McLean (R) 37.2 2. M cG illiv ray  (R) 3. Shaw S tew art (L)
M idd le I. Callander (R) 1.19.0 2. S tew art (F) 3. H am ilton  (F)
Senior I . W illo x  (L) 1.20.0 2. Russell (F) 3. Sm ith (F)
BREASTSTROKE
Jun io r I. N icolson (L) 39.7 
M idd le  I. Russell (S) 1.25.7 
Senior I. Pearson (S) 1.17.1 
BUTTERFLY 
Jun io r I . Bain (N ) 14.2 
M idd le  I. Russell (S) 32.3 
Senior I. P ow rie  (S) 30.8 
FREESTYLE
Jun io r I . Bain (N ) 31.1 
M idd le  I . C allander (R) 1.04.9 
Senior I . W illo x  (L) 1.02.7

2. McDonald (F) 
2. Lamb (S)
2. W a ld ie  (S)

2. Phillips (R)
= 2. Macadam (L)

2. Pearson (S)

2. C raw fo rd  (F)
2. W a te rb u ry  (L) 
2. P ow rie (S)

3. W atson (L)
3. W a te rb u ry  (L)
3. Russell (F)

3. N icolson (L)
2. Lamb (S)
3. C u th ill (F)

3. Shaw S tew art (L) 
3. Macadam (L)
3. C u th ill (F)
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SUMMER HOCKEY
In my opinion the sum mer hockey team this year was one 

of the most successful in the last few years, only being 
beaten once all summer.

O u r first match against Inverleith was abandoned but 
eventually, w ith just tw o weeks to go before H alf Term , our 
season got under way. W e  went away to play Edinburgh 
Academ y on a cold wet day. A fte r some delay play began on 
a pitch that resembled the Cairn gorm s more than it did a 
hockey pitch. C onsidering the condition of the pitch the 
only tactic w orth em ploying was to hit the ball up the 
middle and try  and cash in on the defence’s mistakes. A fter 
ten minutes of play C u rrie  flicked the ball over the heads 
of the defence, taking them by surprise and leaving the goal 
at M acLeod’s mercy. The second goal was sim ilar in that it 
came from another high ball over the defence which C ro w e  
collected on the right w ing and scored w ith a well-placed 
shot.

O u r next game was tw o days after H alf Term  against 
Rannoch. W e  fielded an inexperienced side. A fter a first 
half of very little  sk ill but a lot of effort from both sides the 
score remained at 0-0. Then late on in the game Rannoch 
took a well deserved goal. It looked as though it was the 
end for Strathallan until G ibson scored a last-m inute 
equaliser.

Then came the big one on the Saturday after H alf Term  
against the O ld Strathallians. This was a very strong and 
talented side. W e were right up against it and the final 
result looked obvious right from the bully-off. W ith  the old 
boys’ superior speed and stickw o rk  they put on a lot of 
pressure but despite this could only score once in the first 
half through an individual effort by C . Hay. The first ten 
minutes of the second half had the same look about it as 
the first half. Then the old boys began to slacken off slightly 
g iving us a chance to get this goal back. H ow ever just as 
we began to apply the pressure D. N. F Pennie scored a good 
goal to put the O ld Strathallians tw o up. A n yth ing that 
happened from then on was a mere form ality but the 
forw ards did go on try in g  and Gibson came close to scoring 
on several occasions. Then to rub the salt deeper into the 
wound C . D. Reekie scored the old boys' th ird goal.

O u r next match was against Grange and this game eve ry­
one was confident of w inning. The way the forw ards 
started off it looked as though we were going to have a 
field day. Goals came from MacLeod, Holland (2) and G ray 
(2), after a lot of good w o rk  between the halves and 
forwards. U nfortunately Grange always managed to stay
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w ith in str ik in g  distance and as a result the final score 
was 5-5.

O n the last Saturday of term — a scorching hot day— we 
played the Barbarians. T o  say the least we were not very 
well prepared and it looked as though we were in for a 
tanning. Early on it was the Barbarians who applied all the 
pressure but it was the School who, through Hinshaw , came 
the closest to scoring. In the second half the Barbarians did 
eventually score and also hit the post. They applied a lot of 
pressure to try  and secure the ir win. Then came the 
surprise of the day. Eastwood hit a long ball up the field 
through which Hinshaw  scored a well deserved goal making 
the final score l - l .

C u rr ie  and Hinshaw  deserve special mention for their 
efforts throughout the season.

The fo llow ing played for the Sum m er H ockey X I :
A . T . D. Brew ster, J. C u rr ie , H. J. P. G ray, P. i .  Holland,
G . D. Robb, M. D. K irk , G . T . W o rd ie , M. F. Eastwood,
D. L. Hinshaw , W . D. G ibson, N. A . MacLeod and were 
awarded the ir colours. G . J. F. C ro w e  and D. T . Hay also 
played.

A T D B



athletics
W e  had only tw elve Seniors this year and w ith ou t any 

good middle distance men we had to use Middles instead, 
notably Barr and Lamb. W e  also managed to prise D. T . Hay 
from the grasp of cricke t so that he could run in the 800m 
against Loretto.

The first match of the season was against Edinburgh 
Academ y in Edinburgh, on a warm day w ith a very light 
breeze. W e  did quite well considering the lack of tra in ing—  
we had only been back for tw o w eeks. The Seniors only lost 
by tw o points but the Middles perform ed less w ell, w inning 
only the Long Jum p, H igh Jum p and Javelin. For the Seniors 
Foottit won the 400m in a personal best of 53 ■ 3. V o igt won 
the Long Jum p in a personal best of 5m 59-5. Linton and 
Pow rie also had personal bests in the H igh Jum p and 
Javelin respectively.

O u r second match against Lo retto  was an open match. 
W e  won every event except the H igh Ju m p ; thus the match 
was ours by a considerable margin. Foottit won the 200m 
and 400m; K n o x  the Shot Putt and the D iscus; Hay the 
800m in a personal best of 2m 6 -7  secs. The 1500m was a 
very close race with Parker w inning in 4 :3 8 -2  and Lamb 
third in 4:42-6.

The next match against Fettes Co llege  in Edinburgh took 
place in very bad conditions. It rained all the tim e and it 
was very cold as it had been in the previous w eek making 
train ing im possible. The Senior match was won by 6 points 
w ith Foottit w inning the 100m, 200m and 400m and the relay 
team recording a personal best of 46-7. Park had a personal 
best of 40m 20cm in the Javelin w hilst K n o x  registered 
personal bests of 12m 82cm in the Shot Putt and 41m 83cm 
in the Javelin. A fte r some disagreem ent it was finally found 
that we had won the Middles match by 3 points.

The match against Glenalm ond was cancelled due to very 
heavy rain, which was disappointing as it was potentially a 
most exciting match.

The last match of the season was away against Rannoch. 
The long journey up was not very pleasant and having the 
match so soon after Half Term  it did not appeal to many 
people. Rannoch fielded a very good team and w ith our 
Seniors w inning only the 400m and 1500m strode to v icto ry  
by the handsome margin of 58 points. A lthough we did not 
get the points there were a number of personal best per­
form ances: Foottit I 1-0 in the 100m and 5m 70cm in the 
Long Jum p; Pow rie 55-4 in the 400m and Park 10m 59cm in

the Shot Putt. The Middles did better, managing to win 
three events: Headrick the 200m and K n o x  the Shot Putt 
in a personal best of 13m 25cm and Discus in 36m 25cm. 
H un ter and Gallow ay had personal bests in the Long Jum p 
and 100m respectively.

It was rather disappointing to end the season with such 
a heavy defeat but a lot of the M iddles were in the ir first 
year, so they should im prove greatly by next year.

The fo llow ing were awarded th e ir co lours: H. J. M. 
Foottit, R. D . G . Pow rie, J. G . Leishm an, B. W . F’arker and
S. B. Kn o x.

HJM F

P IT R E A V IE  R E P O R T  

Ten boys to ok part in the Scottish Schools athletics 
meeting at Pitreavie. The Middles had a mixed day. G a llo ­
way was eliminated in the heats of the 200m as was the relay 
team but B. W . Parker finished 4th in the 1500m in a 
personal best tim e of 4:30-0  w hilst S. B. K n o x  had a 
splendid day finishing second in the D iscus and third in the 
Shot Putt.

O f the Seniors Leishman was eliminated in the heats of the 
100m but Foottit managed a 4th place in the 400m. O nce 
again we just failed to win the 17-19 relay. O u r time of 46-7 
in the heats was the fastest and o ur hopes were high. The 
year before we had come 2nd and this year we hoped to  
w in. But this was not to be; our tim e of 46-0  was not good 
enough to beat Kelvinside Academ y and thus our hopes of 
v ictory w ill have to w ait until next year!

HJM F

59



S C H O O L  SPORTS RESULTS

Event Class 1 2 3 Tim e/D istance
100m Jun io r O g ilv ie Fairley Romaniec 121 secs
100m M iddle H eadrick G alloway Y ellow lees 1 1 5  secs (record)
100m Senior F o o ttit P ow rie C u th ill 11-5 secs
200m Jun io r Fairley Romaniec Bradshaw 26 ■ 3 secs
200m M iddle H eadrick Galloway Sm ith 24-7 secs
200m Senior F o o ttit P ow rie Leishman 23 -2 secs
400 m Jun io r Romaniec O g ilv ie Bradshaw 60 -4 secs
400 m M iddle H eadrick Galloway M aclver 54 -5 secs
400 m Senior F o o ttit Hay V o ig t 52 9 secs
800 m Jun io r Fairley Bain O g ilv ie 2m 24-3 secs
800 m M iddle Parker Barr Lamb 2m 10 1 secs
800m Senior Hay Magill G ard ine r 2m 06 -9 secs
1500m Jun io r Laing S tew art H ouston 4m 59 -5 secs
1500m M iddle Parker Lamb Barr 4m 32 0 secs
1500m Senior Hay G ard iner G ardner 4m 28 4 secs
High Jump Jun io r McDougall McPhie & Prosser 1 m 47cm
High Jump M idd le H eadrick & Callander M illa r 1 m 65cm
High Jump Senior Cameron L in ton G ard ine r 1 m 66cm
Long Jump Jun io r Phillips McDougall Bain 4m 40cm
Long Jump M idd le Galloway Smellie Y ellow lees 5m 00cm
Long Jump Senior G ard iner F o o ttit V o ig t 5m 89cm
Discus Jun io r Hyne Fairley T u rn b u ll 26m 31cm
Discus M idd le Knox Parker S tew art 35m 93cm
Discus Senior G illanders C u th ill G ardner 31m 71cm
Javelin Jun io r McIntosh Fairley McDougall 32m 75cm
Javelin M idd le K nox Yates M u ir 44m 80cm
Javelin Senior C u th ill Cam eron Park 38m 88cm
Shot Jun io r McIntosh Bain McPhie 9 m 84cm
Shot M idd le Knox C unningham Parker 13m 58cm
Shot Senior Cameron P ow rie Park 1 1 m 84cm
Relay 4x 100m Jun io r Ruthven Leburn N icol 50 -7 secs (record )
Relay 4x100m M iddle Leburn N ico l Ruthven 46 8 secs
Relay 4x 100m Senior Simpson Leburn Ruthven 47 1 secs

In te r-H ouse C o m p e titio n  W in n e rs Ruthven.
The Rowan Cup fo r  Standards W inne rs R uthven.

V ictores Ludorum  Jun io r A . E. Fairley (R).
M idd le  : D. J. H eadrick (L).
Senior : H. J. M. F o o ttit (S).

T E N N IS  NOTES

Tennis flourishes. There have been occasions when a ll s ix  courts, the practice-w all and the Sports H a ll were a ll busy at the same tim e.
The team was G. J. F. Crowe (Capta in), A. 8. Caithness, C. G. Caithness, K . W . M acm illan, C . R. M. Sm ith and R. F. W ilson. Apart 

from  a 3 - 6  loss to M erchiston  (they were good but our team was sadly o ff form that day) they won all their matches, beating Edinburgh  
Academy 6 - 3 ,  Fettes 5 - 4 ,  D ollar 5 - 2  (when rain finally stopped p lay), Glenalm ond 1 - 1  and the O ld Strathallians 6 - 3 .  A good 
rew ard for encouraging captaincy and a lot o f  hard practice. They also had an enjoyable afternoon o f m ixed doubles at St. Leonards.

Four o f  the team are due to return next year, so prospects are bright. There are several other prom ising players in the School but 
unfortunately (from  the tennis point o f  view) most o f  them are prom ising cricketers too.

The House Competition was won by Freeland, and the Singles by A. 8. Caithness who beat K . W . M acm illan in a good fmaJ.
W .N .M .
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DECEMBER 1975
S C H O L A R S H IP  S IX T H
Cochrane, A . R. (F), c/o 7 K yle  Crescent, Loans, Troon, A yr­

shire, K A IO  7£2. Cam e 7 0 ’ ; I I I ; School P re fe ct; Econom ics
& H isto ry  Prizes 75; O rch e stra ; C d t.(A rm y ).

U PPER S IX T H
McLelland, K . C . S. (R), W ester Housebyres, M elrose, Rox­

burghshire, TD6 8B W . Cam e 71-’ ; III; O rch e stra ; C d t. 
(A rm y).

W allace, C . J. (L), K incaple, St. Andrews, Fife, K Y I6  9SH . 
Cam e 7 I 3; III; House Prefect; X V  75; C h o ir ; Ldg. C d t. 
(R .A .F .).

L O W E R  S IX T H
Goodfellow , R. D. (L), Cairnton House, By Arbroath, Angus.

Cam e 7 I 3; II; O rch estra ; C d t.(R .A .F .).
Mulroney, P. C . (N ). Cam e 753; L V I; X V  75.
V

Ferries, G . W . P. (F), The Centra l A frica  Co. Ltd., P.O. Box 5598, 
M alawi. Cam e 693; I ; C d t.(A rm y ).

MARCH 1976
L O W E R  S IX T H
Schneeberger, C . J. (L), 33 Thorn Road, Bearsden, Glasgow. 

Cam e 7 2 ’ ; III; P .O .(R .N .).

JULY 1976
S C H O L A R S H IP  S IX T H
Cro w e, G. J. F. (S), C a rig  Dhubh, C ra ig -na-A ra idh, By P itlochry, 

Perthshire. Cam e 7 1 ’ ; III; Head of School; Head of 
Sim pson; Head L ib rarian ; C h o ir  (Leader); O rch e stra ; 
X V  75; H ockey X I  75-76; Tennis 71-76 Capt. 75-76; 
Smith C u p ; Houston Prize ; H isto ry  Prize.

U P P ER  S IX T H
Blaxter, T . J. (R), Birch  H ill ,  Achnacreebeag, N. Connel, 

Argyll. Cam e 7 1 '; III; House Prefect; C h o ir ; Sailing 
75-76; C .P .O .(R .N .) .

Cam eron, P. A . C . (F), M oorlands, Tannoch D rive , M ilngavie, 
Dunbartonshire. Cam e 6 9 ’ ; I; X V  75; A th letics 74-75; 
X -C o u n try  74; O rch e stra ; Social Services.

Ferguson, W . R. (S), Easdale, Gryffe Road, K ilm alco lm , 
Renfrew shire. Cam e 7 13; III; Sailing 73-76 Capt. 76; 
Sk i-in g  73-76 C apt. 76; P .O .(R .N .).

Fletcher, D . J. (L), M oray Lodge, Croftam ie, Glasgow, G63 OEU. 
Cam e 7 13; III; W illiam  Tattersall Prize 75; Social 
Services.

G ardn er, N . L. (L), Rua Rui Barbosa 1552, Apt 701, 79100—  
Campo Grande, M T. Brasil. Cam e 7 5 '; L V I; House Prefect; 
A th letics 75-76; X -C o u n try  75-76; Mathematics & 
C h e m istry  Prizes 76; C d t.(R .A .F .).

G arside, R. M. (F), 20 Forest Grove, Glasgow Road, K ilm arnock, 
Ayrsh ire, KA 3 I UP. Cam e 7 2 '; III; House Prefect; 
C d t.(A rm y ).

H inshaw , D . L. (S), Victoria Hotel, P rince’s Street, Perth. 
Cam e 693; I; X V  75; Sum m er H ockey X I  76; C h o ir; 
Sgt.(A rm y).

Holland, P. J. (S), Rockfield, Pier Road, Tarbert, A rgyll. Cam e 
7 12; III; House Prefect; X V  75-76; H ockey X I 75-76; 
P .O .(R .N .).

Inglis, D . G . (R), Dalachy Farm, Aberdour, Fife. Cam e 693; I; 
School Prefect; Head of Ruthven; X V  75-76; X I  75-76; 
Squash 75-76; Sgt.(A rm y).

K ir k , M. D. (F), M anderley, Mount Tabor Road, Perth. Came 
6 8 '; I; School Prefect; Head of Freeland; Sum m er H ockey
74-76; C h o ir ; C p l.(R .A .F .).

Leishm an, J. G. (L), 10 Biairdenon Crescent, F a lk irk , F K I 5PE. 
Cam e 73-’ ; V ; House Prefect; Senior Science Lib rarian ; 
X -C o u n try  74-76; A th letics 75-76; Fit. Sgt.(R .A .F .). 

Linton , R. K . (L), 25 Bowfield Road, W est K ilb rid e , Ayrshire. 
Cam e 7 13; III; House Prefect; L ib rarian ; Ed ito r ‘Strath- 
a llian’ ; Rugby C oach; A th letics 75-76; Fit. Sgt.(R .A .F .). 

M cGregor, I. C . (S), 34 Polwarth, Hyndland, Glasgow, G I2  9 T X .
Cam e 7 I 3; III; House Prefect; C h o ir ; Sgt.(A rm y). 

MacLeod, N . A . (R). Cam e 7 4 ’ ; L V I; Sum m er H ockey X I  76;
C h o ir ; Fit. Sgt.(R .A .F .).

M cPherson, R. A . (L), 3 Broom C liff, Newton M earns, Glasgow. 
Cam e 7 1 ’ ; III; House Prefect; X V  76; X I 74-76; Social 
Services.

Magill, A . W . B. (R), 31 Raith Road, Fenw ick, Ayrshire, KA3  
6DB. Cam e 7 1 ’ ; III; School Prefect; X V  76; H ockey X I
75-76; Squash 75-76 C a p t.; G o lf 74-76 C a p t.; Shooting; 
Basketball; C h o ir ; Fit. Sgt.(R .A .F .).

Munro, D. A . R. (N ), 7 W ester Coates Gardens, N r. Roseburn, 
Edinburgh. Cam e 693; 1; School Prefect; Head of N ico l; 
H ockey X I  76; Sum m er H ockey 74-75; C h o ir ; Fit. Sgt. 
(R .A .F .).
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N airn , R. V. (S), 105 Ayr Road, Newton M earns, by Glasgow.
Cam e 72-’ ; III; G o lf 76; C p l.(A rm y).

New ton, D. R. (L), Fairlie  Cottage, Fa irlie , Ayrsh ire. Cam e 
693; I; House Prefect; Capt. Fishing; Chairm an Science 
Soc.; Sailing 74-76; C h o ir ; O rch e stra ; C o xsw a in (R .N .). 

New ing, S. J. (N ), Box 7, Flat 7, 84 Avenue de Broqueville, 
W oluwe St. Lam bert, Brussels 1200, Belgium . Cam e 7 13; 
III; School Prefect; G o lf 74-76; C h o ir ; O rch e stra ; 
P .O .(R .N .).

Park, D. R. M. (R), 103 C ra ig iebuckler Avenue, Aberdeen, 
A B I 8PB. Cam e 713; III; House Prefect; X V  75; X I  74-75; 
A th letics 76; X -C o u n try  76; Econom ics Prize 76; Social 
Services.

Pow rie, R. D. G. (S), c/o Bahrain Petroleum Co. Ltd., P.O. Box 
497, Aw ali, Bahrain. Cam e 693; l ;  House P re fe ct; X V  75-76 
V ice -C ap t.; X I  75; A th letics 76; Sw im m ing 72-76; Captain 
of Boxing 75-76; Basketball 74-76 Capt. 75-76; C .S.M . 
(A rm y).

Russell, C . S. (F), c/o 18 C lydesdale Avenue, Netherton, W ishaw. 
Cam e 7 I 3; III; House Prefect; X V  76; Sum m er H o ckey X I 
76; C h o ir ; L/C p l. Pipe Band, L .S .(R .N .).

Steedman, H. W . R. (F), 9 Dalm ore Crescent, Helensburgh, 
Dunbartonshire. Cam e 693; I; House Prefect; Sk i-in g  76; 
O rch e stra ; C h o ir ; Sgt.(A rm y).

V o igt, R. F. (R), Greenacres, 49 Viewlands Road, Perth. Cam e 
692; I; House Prefect; A th letics 73-76; X -C o u n try  76; 
Basketball 75-76; Sgt.(A rm y).

W h ita ke r, R. I. (L), The Leys, 18 Falcon Road, Bingley, York­
shire, B D I6  4D W . Cam e 71 -; I I I ; D eputy Head of S ch o o l; 
Head of Le b u rn ; X V  73-76 Capt. 76; X I  74-76 Capt. 76; 
H ockey X I  74-76; A r t  Prize; Social Services.

W illo x , K. W . (L), 83 Seafield Road, Broughty Ferry, Angus. 
Cam e 721; III; House Prefect; Sw im m ing 72-76 Capt. 76; 
X -C o u n try  75; A r t  Prize 76; W .O .(R .A .F .).

W ilson , R. F. (R), W hite Lodge, B lackford, Auchterarder, 
Perthshire, PH4 IR F  Cam e 703; III; School Prefect; 
Tennis 73-76; C h o ir ; O rch estra ; Stage Manager; R .A .F . 
C ertificate  of Good Service 76; U nder O fficer (R .A .F .). 

W ilso n , R. J. H. (F), W oodlands, 4 Linkswood Road, Burnham , 
Buckingham shire. Cam e 721; III; House Prefect; X V  75; 
Social Services.

L O W E R  S IX T H

Cochrane, G . K. (L), 40 Lanton Road, New lands, Glasgow, 
G43 2SR. Cam e 723; III; Squash 75-76; X -C o u n try  74; 
L/C p l.(A rm y).

Davidson, Q . J. (L), Ferndean, Bellfield Road, K irk in tillo ch , 
By Glasgow. Cam e 723; III; O rch e stra ; C d t.(R .A .F .).
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M cDonald, G . B. (S), W ales Estate, W est Bank, Dem erara, 
Guyana. Cam e 7 3 '; Ml; X V  76; L/C p l.(A rm y).

Lothian, C . J. K . (L), M aryculter House, M aryculter, K incard­
ineshire. Cam e 753; L V I; Social Services.

N aism ith , A . B. (R ), 43 Larchfield Avenue, Newton M earns, 
Renfrew shire. Cam e 723; III.

V
Barr, A . W . (N ), D uisdale, Lochgilphead, A rg yll. Cam e 733;

A th letics 76; L .S .(R .N -).
Bonthron, M. W . A . (S), North British  H otel, Edinburgh.

Cam e 733; C d t.(A rm y ).
C u rr ie , J. (N ), 4 Lower Bourtree D rive, H igh Burnside, Ruther- 

glen, Glasgow. Cam e 703; I; X V  75-76; H ockey 76; 
X -C o u n try  74; Sum m er H ockey 74-76; Social Services. 

Finlayson, T . M. D. (S), 15 M ontrose Drive, Bearsden, Glasgow, 
G 6 I 3JY . Cam e 723; III; X V  75-76; C h o ir ; C arp en try ; 
C p l.(A rm y).

G e lze r, P. A . S. (R), 274-6, Ch ing  Nien Z u , Taiwan 700, R .O .C . 
Cam e 743; IV ; X -C o u n try  76; O rch e stra ; Assistant 
Ed ito r ‘Strathallian ’ ; C d t.(A rm y ).

G ray, H. J. P. (N ), Auchrennie, Carnoustie, Angus, D D 7 6LU.
Cam e 7 2 ';  III; H ockey X I 76; Sgt. in Pipe Band.

Lamb, D . C . (S), 5 B ria r Grove, Forfar, Angus. Cam e 743; 
IV ; Sw im m ing 74-76; X -C o u n try  75-76; Ath letics 76; 
C d t.(A rm y ).

Pringle, R. J. L. (F), 23 Broom park D rive , Newton M earns, 
Glasgow, G77 3 D X .  Cam e 733; III; Sailing 76; L .S .(R .N .). 

W h ittin gham , A . W . G . (S), Old Felton, Felton, Morpeth, 
N orthum berland. Cam e 733; III; C d t.(R .A .F .).

IV
M cDonald, W . D. W . (S), Burnside, C ra ig e llie , Lonmay, 

Fraserburgh, Aberdeenshire. Cam e 7 4 '; III; X I  76; C d t 
(A rm y).

Ill
W a rd , D. P. J. (F), St. Anne’s, Cash Fews, Strathm iglo, Fife. 

Cam e 76'.

II
Barrie, J. G . O . (R i), M ilton V illa, Abbey Road, Auchterarder, 

Perthshire. Cam e 743; I; Scho lar; C h o ir.
Serin iyom , A . (N ), 82 Ridgeview  Road, Whetstone, London, 

N.20. Cam e 75-; II.

I
C o u ll, R. I. (R i), c/o Goose, 46 Torbrex Road, Stirling. Came 

753; I.
C raft, G . D. (R i), c/o Dudgeon, I I  W est M aitland Street, 

Edinburgh, E H  12 5D S. Cam e 753; I.
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Quality school wear, 
genuine value.

These days schoolw ear just has to last, w hich m eans durable 
m aterial m anufactured w ell. Our extensive selection provides 
just that, you can take our word for it.
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STRATHALLIAN CLUB
1976

H on. O ffice  Bearers, O ffice  Bearers and 
M embers o f C ouncil, etc.

TH E  PRESIDENT: 1975/76
E ric  G illanders was the first o f  a long line (nine to date) to 

grace the halls o f  Strathallan. He cla im s his 1925/28 school 
vintage makes him the C lu b ’s oldest President ever. At School 
he played for the X V , avoided cricket whenever possible and got 
the necessary O xford and Cam bridge exam s with a suprem e 
effort.

A fter an engineering apprenticeship in Edinburgh and reading 
Chem istry and Paper m anufacture at H eriot W att, E r ic  went 
into the paperm aking industry and jo ined his present firm in 
1939. Government contracts and comm anding the local Home 
Guard— apparently ju st  as hilarious as T V ’s ‘D a d’s A rm y ’—  
occupied the early part o f  the W ar years, but he finally managed 
away to the Navy and had a good war at sea.
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Since the W a r E r ic  has been involved in W ar Pensions work 
(an Area Chairm an for over 20 years) which was recognised with 
the award o f the M .B .E . in 1969. An enthusiastic Rotarian, he 
is a Past President o f  the Rotary C lub o f K irk in tillo ch .

O ur President’s interest in people is m atched by a consuming 
passion with things m echanical. Apart from his job where he has 
been General M anager o f U niversa l Pulp Containers Lim ited  
since 1965, he tinkers about with vintage cars, boats and motor 
cycles. Three sons, one o f whom, Fergus, was School Captain, 
and the youngest is s t ill at Strathallan, and one daughter, had 
to live with unfinished assem blies and spare parts litera lly  
strewn throughout the home. They wonder i f  E r ic  is the only 
Strath father to have taken his son back to school on a motor 
bike! _______

H O N . P R E S ID E N T S :
D. J. Bogie 
J. B. M. Cowan
C. D. Pighills

H O N . V IC E -P R E S ID E N T S :
W . N . S. Hoare 
A. D. D. McCallum

P R E S ID E N T :
Eric C. G illanders

V IC E -P R E S ID E N T :
V ic to r S. Lowden

H O N . S E C R E T A R Y  & T R E A S U R E R :
Donald I. T u rn e r

C O U N C IL  M EM BERS:
R etirin g  1976—

J. M. Lo w ; D. R. N ico l 
R e tir in g  1977—

R. T. W . S tocke r; J. R. M arshall; N . I. Schneeberger 
R e tir in g  1978—

J. C. M cD ouga ll; J. N . C ochran; A. C. M c A rth u r 

H on. A u d ito rs :
W . M. N a irn ; C. M itche ll B iggart 

Trustees fo r the  C lub :
D. W . Lew is; A . S. H eadrick

C L U B  M EM BER O N  T H E  B O A R D  O F  G O V E R N O R S :
J. H a rry  A llen

SECRETARY (G O LF SECTIO N):
A. S. C ook

SECRETARY (A N G L IN G  SEC TIO N ):
D. A. B iggart



1975 A N N U A L  G E N E R A L  M E E T IN G  A N D  D IN N E R
The Forty-Second Annual General M eeting o f the  C lub  to o k  place on 

Saturday, 22nd N ovem ber, 1975, in the  Station H o te l, Perth. The 
President, M r J: H. S m ith, was in the  C ha ir and 24 m embers a ttended.

The C oun c il’s R epo rt and Accounts fo r  the  year ended 30th 
September 1975 w ere  approved and 58 new Life M embers and I new 
O rd ina ry  M em ber w ere  elected.

M r Eric C. G illanders was elected President o f the  C lub  fo r  the  
ensuing year. M r V ic to r  S. Lowden was elected V ice-P resident.

D inne r fo llow ed and was attended by 75 S tra tha llians and th e ir  
guests. The speakers w e re :

M r W .  A. G. Jack 
The President 
The Headmaster 
The V ice-P resident 
M r W . K. W aine.

1976 A N N U A L  G E N E R A L  M E E T IN G
N otice  is hereby given th a t the Annual General M eeting o f the  C lub 

w ill be held on Saturday, l l t h  Decem ber, 1976, at 6.30 p.m. in the  
A lbany H o te l, Glasgow.

The President, M r Eric C. G illanders, and the  V ice-P resident, M r 
V ic to r S. Lowden, re t ire  at th is  tim e  and are no t e lig ib le  fo r  re -e lection 
to  th e ir  respective offices.

The H ono ra ry  Secretary and T reasurer, M r Donald I. T u rn e r, re tires  
at th is  tim e , and, being e lig ib le , offers h im se lf fo r  re -e lection .

Messrs. J. M. Low and D. R. N ico l re t ire  fro m  the  C ouncil by 
ro ta tio n  and are no t e lig ib le  fo r re -e lec tion  u n til a fte r the  e xp iry  o f 
one year.

The C lub  Trustees, Messrs. D. W . Lewis and A. S. H eadrick, re tire  
at th is  tim e  and o ffe r themselves fo r re -e lection .

The A u d ito rs , M r W . M. N a irn , C .A ., and M r C. M. B iggart, C .A ., 
re tire  at th is  tim e . M r W . M. N a irn  offers h im se lf fo r  re -e lec tion . M rC . 
M. Biggart does no t seek re -e lection.

In term s o f A r tic le  I I o f the  C o n s titu tio n , nom inations fo r  the  offices 
o f President, V ice-P resident, H ono ra ry  Secretary and T reasurer, tw o  
H ono ra ry  A u d ito rs , tw o  C lub  Trustees and th re e  m embers o f C ouncil, 
must be lodged w ith  the  H ono ra ry  Secretary no t la te r than 3rd 
Decem ber 1976. O f the  th ree  nom inations fo r  members o f C ouncil, 
one must be a m em ber w ho  le ft School no t less than fifteen  years 
previously, and one must be a m em ber w ho  le ft School d u ring  1976.

In term s o f A r tic le  45 o f the  C o n s titu tio n , no tice is hereby given 
tha t the  fo llo w in g  Resolutions w ill be subm itted  to  the  Annual General 
Meeting, namely:

( I )  'th a t Clause 32 o f the  C o n s titu tio n  be deleted and the  fo llo w in g  
Clause s u b s titu te d :

"Subscriptions. The subscrip tions shall be as fo llo w s :—
(a) O rd in a ry  Members (annual) £5 00
(b) Life Members £25 00
An O rd in a ry  M em ber jo in ing  w ith in  12 m onths o f leaving 
School shall on making a single paym ent o f £20 be deemed to  
have paid annual subscrip tions fo r  the  year o f admission to  
m em bership and the  five financial years fo llo w in g  consecutively

th e rea fte r. An O rd in a ry  M em ber may, a fte r he has paid 5, 10 o r  
15 years’ annual subscriptions, become a Life M em ber by a 
singie paym ent o f £18-75, £12-50 o r  £6-25 respectively. 
H ono ra ry  Members may give subscrip tions o r  donations bu t 
such subscrip tions o r  donations shall be pu re ly  vo lu n ta ry .”

(2) ‘th a t Clause 34 o f the  C o n s titu tio n  be a ltered by de le ting the  
w ords " t o  the  sum o f £30”  and sub s titu ting  the  w ords “ such 
sum as the  Council may approve” .’

M embers w ho  have any m o tion  they desire to  be placed on the 
Agenda (o th e r than a m o tion  under A r t ic le  34 o r  45 o f the  C o n s titu tio n ) 
m ust n o tify  the  Hon. Secretary o f the  te rm s o f th e ir  m o tion  no t la te r 
than 3rd Decem ber, 1976.

1976 A N N U A L  D IN N E R  
It has been decided to  hold the  1976 Annual D in n e r in the  A lbany 

H o te l, G lasgow, on l l t h  Decem ber, 1976, at 7 p.m. fo r 7.30 p.m. 
fo llo w in g  the  C lu b ’s Annual General Meeting. I t  is hoped th a t the  
change o f venue w ill encourage a g rea te r num ber o f S trathallians to  
a ttend , as, sadly, attendances have been fa lling ove r the  past few  years. 
A  form al c ircu la r w ill be issued in due course in v itin g  t ic k e t 
applications and members are rem inded th a t guests are very welcom e. 
T icke ts w ill be obta inab le fro m  Bob S tocker, I I C row n  Terrace, 
G lasgow, G 12 (Bus. 041-221 4166— Hom e 041-339 9019).

PLEASE N O TE TH E  DATE— 
SATURDAY, l l th  DECEMBER, 1976 

A LBA N Y HOTEL, GLASGOW

L O N D O N  B R A N C H :
The London Branch D inne r is to  be held on Thursday, 23rd 

Septem ber, 1976, in the  Caledonian C lub. The President and the 
Headmaster hope to  a ttend th is  fun c tion . The Branch Secretary, 
David A nderson, 194/200 Bishopsgate, London, EC2 (Tel. 01-283 676) 
is always glad to  hear from  London-based S trathallians and hopes th a t 
the y  w ill no t hesitate to  get in touch w ith  him.

1976 D IN N E R  D A N C E :
A h igh ly  successful evening was held in the  Excelsior H ote l, 

G lasgow, on 16th January, 1976, under the  convenership o f Michael 
Low, w ho  is to  be congratu lated on a very enjoyable fun c tion . It is 
hoped, however, th a t m ore younger members and th e ir  guests w ill be 
able to  a ttend th is  very reasonably-priced fun c tion  in 1977. The date 
has been arranged in o rd e r to  avoid the  prob lem  o f diaries being 
fu lly  booked ove r the  festive season.

PLEASE N OTE TH E  DATE— 
18th MARCH, 1977 

EXCELSIOR HOTEL, GLASGOW

65



A N G L IN G  SECTION REPORT 1975/76
In August 1975 we w e n t to  B u tte rs tone  Loch and before the  boats 

had made the to p  end o f the  Loch, and indeed before tw o  latecom ers 
had even arrived , Donald T u rn e r had landed a t ro u t  w eigh ing l£  lbs, 
and tha t was good enough to  w in  him  the  com petition .

O u r last com pe tition  o f the  1975 season was at the  Lake o f M ente ith  
and again one fish was enough to  w in  the  co m p e titio n — A lasta ir Rngland 
being the e xp e rt on th is  occasion.

W ill ie  N a irn  was the C lub C ham pion w ith  9 t ro u t  w eigh ing I I lbs 
15 ozs, and he also w on the  John Hall Salver fo r  the  heaviest c rou t o f 
the  season— 2 lbs 5 oz. The runne r-up  was David B iggart w ith  13 t ro u t  
w eigh ing 9-i lbs. He also won the  Fingland T roph y  fo r  the  best catch 
at the Lake o f M e n te ith— 5 t ro u t— 3 | lbs.

The C lub  Captain, Eric W a tt, won the  A rch ie  G len T roph y  fo r the 
best basket at Loch Aw e. His catch o f 6 t ro u t  w eigh ing 21 lbs 3 ozs was 
a C lub record. O n the  sub ject o f records, the  to ta l catch fo r  the season 
— 95 tro u t  w eigh ing 82 lbs 14 ozs— was a record , as was the  to ta l 
attendance fo r the season— 75.

Eric and Pat W a tt  laid on an ex trem e ly  good pa rty  fo r  us in February 
and all w ho attended had a th o ro u g h ly  enjoyable evening.

Robin M acGregor was appointed Captain fo r the  1976 season w hich 
started o ff w ith  a v is it to  Loch A w e w here w e caught 25 tro u t  
w eigh ing alm ost 14 lbs. lain H eadrick w ith  4 t ro u t  w eigh ing 2 lbs 5 ozs 
was the  w inne r.

A t the  Lake o f M en te ith  in May we again to o k  on Scotland's leading 
anglers, the  Phoenix A ng ling  C lub. W e  on ly managed to  cap ture 5 t ro u t  
w e igh ing  5 lbs 12 ozs bu t th is  was 4 m ore than the  oppos ition , lain 
H eadrick was again to p  rod w ith  2 t ro u t  w eigh ing 2 lbs 3 ozs.

W ill ie  N a irn  was unable to  fish fo r e ith e r side because as a m em ber 
o f the Phoenix A ng ling  C lub he was in Ireland as Captain o f Scotland's 
t ro u t  fishing team — an honour o f which we fe llow  S trathallians can be 
ju s tly  p roud, even if Scotland could on ly  w in  the  wooden spoon.

Loch Leven in June produced 12 t ro u t  w eigh ing 17 lbs 14 ozs. Lindsay 
Young won the  com p e titio n  and probably as a resu lt the  C lub 
C ham pionship w ith  4 t ro u t  w eigh ing 6 lbs 5 ozs.

For the  Match against the  School w e had a record tu rn o u t— 15 each 
side, includ ing the  Headmaster, David Pighills. The day was very ho t 
and sunny. D r. George Balfour seemed to  spend m ore tim e  sw im m ing 
than fishing which was probab ly very sensible as the  to ta l catch at the 
end of the  day was exactly the  same as at the start.

It was a great p ity  th a t the  fish w ere  no t m ore co-operative because 
the  rum ours spread by the Headmaster to  the  effect th a t he was no 
angler w ou ld  undoub ted ly  have been proved to  be false. As it  was, 
his casting ab ilities gave us every reason to  hope th a t he w ill jo in  us 
again next year w ith  much m ore satisfactory results.
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GOLF SECTION REPORT 1975/76
Q U E E N  E L IZ A B E T H  C O R O N A T IO N
S C H O O L S  T R O P H Y  1975

Attendances at o u r C o m p e tition s  con tinue to  g ro w  w hich would 
seem to  indicate th a t the  members en joy o u r activ ities. A ny C lub 
m em ber w ho  wishes to  jo in  in o u r pleasures w ou ld  be made very
w elcom e. You can never be to o  young o r to o  o ld. Full particu lars can
be obta ined from  the  Secretary, David B iggart, 307 W est George S treet, 
G lasgow, G2 (Tel. 041-221 7206).

Team I. J .T . M offat 
I. Q. Jones

2. R. W illiam son
D. W h y te

3. A . S. Cook
D. I. T u rne r.

W e  w ere  draw n in the  f irs t round against O ld  Lawrentians to  be 
f irs t o ff the  tee at 8.00 a.m. This frigh tened the  e n tire  S trathallian Team 
badly; how ever, fo rtu n a te ly  O ld  Lawrentians w ith d re w  giving us a 
bye to  the  second round w here  o u r opponents w ere George H e r io t ’s 
F.P’s.

The ra in had been fa lling  steadily all m o rn ing  and by the  th ird  tee the 
course was declared w aterlogged and closed. W e  w ere instructed  to  
resume o u r games the  n e x t m o rn ing  at 8.00 a.m. Since those from  the 
W est had made no arrangem ents to  stay in the  East, I know  o f one body 
w hich elevated itse lf at 05.30 hours. O u r f irs t couple won by 5 and 4; 
o u r second couple by 4 and 2; and o u r th ird  couple playing against 
H e r io t ’s s trongest pa iring w ere  all square at the  15th, when the  games 
in f ro n t made i t  unnecessary to  con tinue  fu rth e r.

D o lla r Academicals w ere  o u r ne x t opponents bu t in v iew  o f the 
fa ilu re  o f the  w eather the  previous day, and the  necessity to  make up 
the  lost tim e , the  organisers decided to  play th is  round ove r nine holes. 
The f irs t couple lost 2 and I ; the  second couple had a notable w in  at 
the  f irs t e x tra  ho le ; the  th ird  couple having been one down w ith  three  
to  play managed to  get the  game to  e x tra  holes, losing at the  firs t 
e x tra  hole.

W e  w ere  no t disgraced since the  com bined handicaps o f the six 
D o lla r Academicals am ounted to  f iv e !

M A T C H  V .  G L A S G O W  A C A D E M IC A L S — 9th M A Y 
1976— T U R N B E R R Y , A Y R S H IR E

O u r f irs t C lub Match against Glasgow Academicals was a great 
success in every respect except the  most im p o rta n t— th a t of w inning. 
The team consisted o f e igh t players playing foursom es in the m orning 
and fo u r ball matches in the  a fternoon. The S trathallian team was as 
fo llo w s :—

Team I . A llan C ook
A nd rew  M clnroy

2. Hamish Dawson 
Russell Thomas

3. Robin MacGregor 
Max M cG ill

4. N o rr ie  Stevenson 
David Anderson.

A t lunch we w e re  show ing a small de fic it, the  f irs t pair having won 
and the  fo u rth  halving, teams 2 and 3 losing. H ow ever, con tra ry  to  
expecta tions w e did no t lunch w e ll and w e lost all o f the fo u r ball 
matches in the a fternoon.



A PLACE FOR PARENTS!
The Royal George Hotel is only a short drive  away from the C ollege, and is an ideal place for parents to stay 

and dine. It ’s com paratively peaceful, the cooking and wines are excellent, the service and atm osphere friendly. 

There  are 43 attractive bedroom s, all w ith private bathrooms, telephone, television and radio. The O x  

and C la re t restaurant offers an extensive and e xciting menu -  and the bar is a pleasant spot in which to relax

when parental duties are done.

THE ROYAL GEORGE HOTEL
T A Y  STREET, PERTH

Telephone: Perth 24455

Telephone 031-226 4346 or 0 4 1-221 6164

for reservations at over 800 Trust Houses Forte Hotels W orldw ide

Hotels

A most enjoyable day was had by all and thanks in pa rticu la r to  David 
Anderson and A nd rew  M clnroy w ho trave lled  from  Edinburgh to  take 
part.

A re tu rn  match has been arranged at Gleneagles fo r Sunday, 15th 
May, 1977, to  avenge o u r defeat.

G U T H R IE  R E ID  S A L V E R — P R E S T W IC K —
S U N D A Y , 6th JU N E  1976

O nly  eleven players attended the ou ting  on a b r ig h t breezy day and 
enjoyed the hosp ita lity  o f P restw ick. There w ere  on ly  five  scores 
re tu rned , the w in n e r being Robin M acG regor w ith  84 less 7 (77). I t  is 
reported  by the organiser o f the  day th a t no players w ere lost, even 
a lthough some o f the  fo u r ball fr ie n d ly  games du ring  the a fternoon w ere 
on the course fo r an ino rd ina te  length o f tim e.

B O G IE  T R O P H Y  A N D  J O H N S T O N  T R O P H Y
These are s till on o ffe r fo r th is  year bu t you r Secretary is arranging 

fo r these to  be played fo r, perhaps at Gullane d u ring  O c to ber. The 
m em bership w ill be circularised in due course.

Full particu lars o f the  G o lf Section can be obta ined fro m  the 
Secretary, A llan C ook, ‘ D a lrisha ig ,’ East Lennox D rive , Helensburgh 
(Tel. No. 0436 3717).

N E W S  O F  O L D  S T R A T H A L L IA N S
A N D E R S O N , D. A. (1968/72) presently w o rk in g  at L loyds’ Bank, 

Paddington.
BALFOUR, D r. G. W . (1926/34) has been elected a Fellow  o f the B ritish  

Medical Association and is C hairm an o f the Borders Area Medical 
C om m ittee .

BALFOUR, G. W . (I960  68) re tu rn ed  fro m  the  A rge n tine  in 1975 and 
is now  farm ing at G re tna  Green.

BENNET, A. J. (1969/73) is s tudying B iochem istry at S tir ling  U n i­
versity.

B LA C K LA W S , F. W . (1944/47) is c u rre n tly  p rinc ipa l music teacher at 
Banchory Academy.

B R O W N , P. G. (1964/67) is now  liv ing  in N ew  Zealand.
BURNETT, J. M. (1965/70) is presently G roup  A ccoun tan t w ith  Marley 

T ile  Co. Ltd ., a fte r graduating B.A .(Hons.) in Business Studies in
1975.

CAMPBELL, A. D. K. (1955/59) has been prom oted to  Fit. Com m ander 
No. 41(F) Squadron fly ing  the Phantom FGR 2.

CAMPBELL, K. L. I. ( 1966/72) has graduated B.Sc. w ith  ll( i)  Honours in 
Z oo logy from  the  U n ive rs ity  o f Aberdeen.

CHALMERS, G. A. (1968 72) has graduated B.Sc. w ith  ll( i)  H onours in 
C hem is try  fro m  the  U n ive rs ity  o l Aberdeen.

C R A W F O R D , G. M. (1966/69) now Personnel Manager, N o rth  B ritish  
H o te l, Glasgow.
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DAVIE, J. P. F. F. (1963/66) is a schoolm aster at Lathallan.
D O W , J. A. (1931/35) has now  moved to  London as Regional D ire c to r 

w ith  H iram  W a lk e r In te rna tiona l in London.
D IN N E N , G. S. (1964/69) is on a second to u r  o f the  Far East w ith  Kuala 

Belait and Bandard Seri Begawan u n til mid-1978.
ELDER, R. A. (1968 73) presently  w o rk in g  w ith  N ationa l W e s tm in s te r 

Bank in London.
FIELDING, N . (1964 71) has graduated B.A .(Cantab.)— B arris te r at 

Law and is presently  w o rk in g  fo r  A r th u r  A nderson & Co., 
C hartered Accountants.

F IN LAY , M. J. (1967/72) is presently w o rk in g  fo r an advertis ing  f irm  in 
London.

G R A N T, E. P. (1968/71) is presently w ith  N ew  Zealand Shipping 
Company in Auckland, N ew  Zealand.

GRAY, M. A. R. (1946/50) has been liv ing  in Hong Kong since 1974 and 
is engaged in the  p roduc tio n  and creating o f e le c tro n ic  processes.

H AY, A. J. (1970/75) is presently w o rk in g  in Lloyds Bank, C raven Road, 
London.

HERBERT, J. D. (1963/71) is presently s tudying at B runei U n ive rs ity .
HERBERT, R. C. ( 1965/73) is presently s tudying at B righ ton  Polytechnic.
H U NTER , P. D. ( 1968/74) is reading English at D ow n ing  College, 

C am bridge.
INGLIS, G. E. F. (1972/74) is s tudying ag ricu ltu re  at C ra ibstone College.
IN G R A M , J. W . D. (1966/70) is an Im m ig ra tion  O ffice r a t H ea th row  

A irp o r t,  London.
JAMIESON, R. M. (1970/75) is reading M athem atics a t Glasgow 

U n ive rs ity . His b ro th e r Ian has com pleted his 3rd year stud ies in 
E lectronics and Engineering.

KERR, R. I. M. (1951/58) is presently  w ith  Camera Balcons L im ited , 
B ris to l, in general management.

LA B A N D , P. A. K. (1962/66) has been recen tly  appoin ted P o rtfo lio  
Manager w ith  the Abbey Life Assurance Company.

LA N G FO R D , M. W . (1968/73) is presently w o rk in g  in L loyds’ Bank, 
MaidaVale, London.

LEWIS, P. N . (1968/73) is presently  a tra inee  C harte red  A ccoun tan t 
w ith  Messrs. W atson & G a lb ra ith , Glasgow.

L IN G , T. S. (1967/74) is studying at D ow ning  College, Cam bridge.
LO C K H A R T , G. A. (1967/72) has recently  m arried and is in his fo u rth  

year at Cam bridge, s tudying A rch ite c tu re .
L O W , D. R. D. (1965/71) led the  Com bined O x fo rd  and Cam bridge 

U n ive rs ity  sk i-ing  course in Ita ly ove r Christm as. His b ro th e r, 
I. A . D. Low (1967/74) w ill have com pleted his f irs t year at 
Magdalene College, Cam bridge.

L U N A N , T. K. (1964/71) is p resently  w ith  an executive em ploym ent 
agency in London.

MAGEE, K. S. S. (1969/74) is s tudying H is to ry  at S tir lin g  U n ive rs ity .
MAGEE, C. C. S. (1970/75) is presently  s tudying  business organisation 

at H e r io tW a tt  U n ive rs ity .
M U IR H E AD , A. J. (1964/69) has graduated LL.B.(Edin.) and has been 

appointed a Partner w ith  S tirling , Eunson & Ferguson, D unferm line , 
from  Is t A p r il, 1976.

McLEOD, T. R. (1966/71) is now teaching in a p repara to ry  school in 
Malvern.

McKEE, D. J. (1969/74) is s tudying A pp lied  Science at th e  Royal 
M ilita ry  College o f Science, and also tak ing  basic tra in in g  w ith  the 
T. & A .V.R . Inte lligence Corps.

M cK E N N A , W . B. (1929/34) has been appoin ted C hairm an o f the  
C h ild re n ’s Panel, S trahclyde Region.
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M cK E N ZIE , A . D. G. (1969/73) was chosen to  play rugby fo r  the 
Barbarians on th e ir  Easter to u r  and is cu rre n tly  playing w ith  
H ighland.

M cK E N ZIE , N . D. (1962/69) has recen tly  taken an H .N .D . in A g r i­
cu ltu re  and spent th re e  m onths on farms in N ew  Zealand.

M clN TO S H , W . D. (1976/74) is serving his appren ticesh ip  w ith  Coats 
Patons L im ited  and also playing rugby w ith  W e s t o f Scotland. 
He has represented the  1st X V .

P A T O N , A. C. (1963/67) M.B., Ch.B., H.R.C.P., has a research appo in t­
m ent at G lasgow U n ive rs ity  and is based in the  W este rn  In firm ary.

P A T O N , R. C. (1961/66) B.Sc., M.B.. Ch.B., M.R.C.P., is at present the 
ho lde r o f a Medical Research Council Scholarship at Aberdeen 
U n ive rs ity .

PEARSON, A. P. (1970/75) en tered the  Royal M ilita ry  Academy, 
Sandhurst, in May 1976.

PHILIP, D r. R. G. M. ( 1948/53) has recen tly  attended the  W o rld  
Congress o f Anaesthesio logists in M exico C ity  and is liv ing  in 
F reeport, Bahamas. Both he and D r. Jason M cC arro ll w ou ld  be 
glad to  hear fro m  any o th e r S trathallians passing th roug h  the 
Bahamas.

POW RIE, R. A. D. (1966/74) was com missioned 2nd Lt. in March 1976 
and is jo in in g  the  A rg y ll & Sutherland H ighlanders in O c to be r
1976.

ROBERTSON, C. J. (1967/71) has been appointed Engineering 
Assistant in the  H ighways D epa rtm en t, H e rtfo rd sh ire  C oun ty 
C ouncil a fte r g raduating B.A .(Hons.) a t Magdalene College, 
Cam bridge.

ROSS, G. McE. J. (1964/69) has graduated M.B.Ch.B. from  the  U n ive rs ity  
o f Aberdeen.

SCOTT, D. A . (1960/65) is presently  teaching Physical Education at 
D u lw ich  College, London, a fte r tak ing  B.Ed. at Exeter U n ivers ity .

SMITH, G. E. (1968/72) is m oving to  Guatamala in A ugust 1976 w ith  
the  A lpha Peace Foundation and has obta ined B.Sc.(Hons.) in 
Mathematics.

SPROAT, R. W . (1963/70) is presently  w ith  Bamfords L im ited, 
U tto x e te r , Staffs.

STARK, R. C. (1968/72) is reading A rchaeology and A n th ropo lo gy  at 
Pem broke College, Cam bridge.

S TR A C H A N , R. M. S. (1969/74) is presently  w ith  L loyds’ Bank, O ld 
Bond S tree t, London.

TA R G O W S K IE , E. G. M. (1972/74) has been adm itted  to  the  Faculty of 
Advocates. He is presently  tak ing  a post-graduate degree o f 
LL.M. at Edinburgh.

TA Y LO R , M. C. (1969/73) has been appointed Esquire to  Father, 
M. E. Taylo r, K n igh t o f the  O rd e r o f St. John.

W A T T , A. G. ( 1970/75) is presently  w ith  L loyds’ Bank, C ox 's  & K ing ’s 
Branch, London, and plays rugby fo r  the Bank.

W IN G A T E , N . S. T. (1964/67) is w o rk in g  as a yacht sh ipper in European 
w aters having obta ined an R YA/D T I Yachtm asters (O ffshore) 
C ertif ica te .

W H Y T E , D. A. S. (1967/72) has been appoin ted at a Geography Post at 
B ris to l G ram m ar School.

W IL S O N , P. M. (1963/68) is presently  s tudying  E nvironm ental Systems 
Engineering at C lem ston U n ive rs ity , South C aro lina, U.S.A.

not only but also .. .

C H R Y S T A L  H. J. A . (1966,71) has been awarded the degree o f B.A. 
in Business O rganisation by H e r io t-W a tt U n ive rs ity .



M cNEE J. C . M. (1970/72) has graduated w ith  1st Class H onours in 
P reh is toryand A rc h a e o lo g ya tth e U n ive rs ity  o f Sheffield and isgo ing  
to  take up aP h.D . Scholarship at the  A ustra lian  N ationa l U n ive rs ity , 
Canberra.

M O FFA T  S. A . (1967/73) has obta ined his D ip lom a in A v ia tio n  from  
the College o f A ir  T ra in ing  at Hamble, and armed w ith  his C om ­
mercial P ilo t’s Licence and A ir lin e s  In te rna tiona l T ransp o rt P ilo t’s 
Licence is now under con trac t to  B ritish  A irw ays as a Second O ffice r.

P Y LE  G . J. (1968 72) has been awarded a 2.11 Honours degree by the  
School o f A g r ic u ltu re  o f the  U n ive rs ity  o f N ew castle -upon-Tyne.

W IL L I A M SO N  R. J. (1964/70) has been awarded the  degree of B.Sc. 
in Tow n Planning by H e r io t-W a tt U n ive rs ity .

MARRIAGES:
B A L F O U R . G . W .

D A V IE . J. P. F. F. 
M U IR H E A D , A . J.

M c K E N Z IE , N . D.

S C O T T , D. A .

SM ITH , G. E.

T A Y L O R , M. C .

W H Y T E , D. A . S.

BIRTHS:
A IT K E N , G . R.

C A L D W E L L , G. S. 

FR A SER , E. A.

T U R N E R , D . I.

DEATHS:
D O W , S.

F E R G U S S O N , G.

(1960/68) to  Miss Sheila E. Rankine 
on 24th January 1976.

(1963/66) to  Miss Fiona Halliday in July 1975.
(1964/69) to  Miss Diana M argaret Scoffom 

on 5th O c to b e r 1974.
(1962/69) to  Miss Joanna Mackay 

on 29th May 1976.
(1960/65) to  Miss N icho la  Costeloe 

on 5th A p ril 1975.
(1968/72) to  Miss Angela McKenzie 

on 8 th January 1976.
(1969/73) to  Miss Ann M arie Caig 

on 9 th A p r il 1976.
(1967/72) to  Miss Susan Jones 

on 10th July 1975.

(1961/68) to  M r & Mrs G. R. A itke n , a son, 
Steven Damian, on 21st August
1975.

(1957/60) to  M r & Mrs G. S. C a ldw e ll, a son, 
Gavin Beaton, on 27th May 1976.

( 1954/61) to  M r & Mrs E. A. Fraser, a son, 
Scott A lexander, on 14th 
March 1976.

(1955/62) to  M r & Mrs D. I. T u rn e r, a 
daughter, Kate, on 10th 
Septem ber 1976.

(1921/25) 15 Mariscat Road, Glasgow, 
on 2nd Septem ber 1976.

(1929/35) C ra igdarroch, K irkban k  Road, 
B urn tis land, Fife, on 18th 
A ugust 1976.

F E R G U S O N , T . M., (1916/17) Earland Farm, B lair D rum m ond,
O .B .E . by S tirling , on 31st January

1976.
L A M O N D , G . T . (1941/45) Lo ris ton  H ote l, Ballater,

Aberdeenshire , in September 
1975.

LU M S D E N , R. B., (1914/18) 3 In ve rle ith  Avenue South,
T .D ., M.B., C h .B ., Edinburgh, in 1973.
F.R.S.E.

P A T O N , W . T ., (1931/35) C u llig ran , Maybole Road, A yr,
C .B .E ., T .D ., on 10th February 1976.
F.I.O .B .

S N E D D O N , R. A . (1917/20) Sarsfield, Glasgow Road, Perth.

CHANG ES OF ADDRESS
The Hon. Secretary requests that Strathallians notify him  
prom ptly on a ll changes o f address, in order to save the Club  
unnecessary postage costs and confusion.

stop press
A D V EN TU R O U S T R A IN IN G — ARRAN  

3 -9  SEP T EM B ER  1976 

‘A rran— The H oliday Is le ’ we saw on posters on the way to our 
hut: we wondered.

On our first day we clim bed Goatfell, the island’s highest 
mountain at 2,866 feet, im p eria lly  speaking. During the next 
three days we clim bed most o f the m ajor peaks on the island, and 
saw the most m agnificent scenery. Each night we were given a 
( relatively) free rein and most people disappeared into Brodick  
or went fishing. O ur last fu ll day was devoted to our own 
pursu its— one enterprising threesome cycling  round the northern 
(h illy ) h a lf o f  the island. The day ended with a tour o f  Brodick  
Castle. O f  the fourteen cadets, only two could not manage a ll 
the w alks and a ll camped out for one night.

M essrs. Pearson and Barratt deserve special mention for 
their efficient handling o f  the camp and M r Pennie showed great 
enthusiasm  on all the w alks, proceeding with the ag ility  and 
athleticism  o f a mountain goat. We m ustn’t forget M r 
Henderson who kept the home base flag flying, our stomachs 
filled and consequently our sp irits up.

Despite a twelve-hour wait for our ferry  back, owing to 
inclem ent weather in the Clyde, the party left the isle on the 
ninth, feeling rather tired, but fu lly  satisfied with their most 
enjoyable visit.

JM W
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approved and 
officially appointed 

outfitters to
Strathallan School 

and sole outfitters to 
Strathallan Former Pupils’ Club

RW Forsyth Ltd 
Princes Street Edinburgh 

phone 031-556 3333 
and at 

Glasgow



CLYDE FLEET TENDER
September 8th-l4th 1976

W hen we arrived at HM S N E P T U N E , Faslane, all clean 
and fu lly kitted out, we w ere w arm ly greeted by Master- 
at-Arm s W in te r and given a large meal. W e  all thought of 
what lay ahead and ate as though it w ere o u r last meal. 
(A t that tim e it m ight have been, as what lay ahead was a 
m ystery). Soon we w ere shown our home for the w eek and 
to those w ho had been on this camp the previous year it 
was the pleasant sight of the FT  C A W S A N D  w hich was the 
boat we had the year before.

A fter a short call at G ree n o ck we found ourselves lying 
alongside in Rothesay harbour for the first night. Soon 
after establishing when to be back on board all set off for 
shore leave except for the tw o unfortunate souls w ho had 
to stay on board to keep w atch— as was to be the system for 
every night during the w eek. Th e  next m orning we awoke 
to the howl of a great wind and the toss of large waves. 
W e  radioed G reenock C o n tro l and found that the w hole of 
the C lyd e  Estuary was in the grip  of a Force 9! For some 
m ysterious reason we decided to stay in port that day 
which was a great disappointm ent. H ow ever, Lt. MacLeod 
brightened things up by saying that the wind was expected 
to drop to Force 5 later and so a night steam was possible. 
It was to be so and at 2100 hrs we slipped and headed up 
the Kyles of Bute and up Loch Fyne to A rd rish a ig  in Loch 
G oil for a 3-hour cruise.

N e x t m orning we slipped early and made up Loch Fyne 
to Inveraray w here we put in for lunch before setting off 
down Loch Fyne stopping at T a rb e rt for the night. The 
follow ing day the w eather had turned foul as it had been 
threatening to do the previous afternoon. H ow ever, we 
braved the sea and then beat the wind by going back through 
the Kyles heading in the general d irection of Rothesay. 
W e  had a bit of extra  time so we decided to pass Rothesay 
and go round the G reat Cum brae but had to turn back 
when, in the heavy weather, a life raft w ent overboard, 
inflated but remained attached to the boat. It to ok a w hile 
to bring aboard but we were just glad to manage. W e  
returned to Rothesay for the night to find the C lyd e  
C ru is in g  C lu b  in port after a day’s racing so there were 
many fam iliar Strath, faces about.

Sunday we slipped latish and set off up the Kyles again via 
Lochs Striven and Ridden but this tim e stopped at 
Tighnabruaich for an hour or so. Then we set off again and 
eventually ended up in A rd rish a ig  again for the night. N e x t 
day was our last full day’s sailing so we decided to make it a

good one. W e  w ent down to A rran , ran the measured mile 
then set a course for the Cum brae Pass and on to Largs. 
W e  berthed but had to set off almost im m ediately as, 
unfortunately, the ferry was com ing. W e  made for G reenock 
w here after a look at the Am erican subm arine base in H oly 
Loch we berthed for the night and the civilian crew  (C y ril, 
G eorge, Les, John, A rch ie  and Donald) got ashore to the ir 
own homes for the night.

A t 0645 we arrived back at Faslane to be greeted again by 
M aster-at-Arm s W in te r  who laid on a hearty breakfast and 
sent us back to School after a most enjoyable w eek in which 
we all (hopefully) learnt navigation, helmsmanship and an 
understanding of the sea.

R.R.M .

GOLF RESULT
P erthsh ire  Schools C o m p e tition
played ove r the  T r in ity  College course, G lenalm ond.
1st Perth H igh School.
5th S trathallan.

RUGBY RESULTS
Septem ber 18th:

1st X V  v. S trathallian C lub (H)

S eptem ber 21st:
1st X V  v. Perth Academy (H)
C o lts  X V  v. Perth Academy (H)
Jun io r C o lts  X V  v. Perth Academy (A )
M ino r C o lts  X V  v. Perth Academy (A)

Septem ber 2 5 th :
1st X V  v. T r in ity  College, G lenalm ond (A)
2nd X V  v. Edinburgh Academy (H)
3rd X V  v. Edinburgh Academy 4th X V  (H)
4 th  X V  v. Edinburgh Academy 5th X V  (H)
C o lts  X V  v. Edinburgh Academy (A)
Ju n io r C o lts  X V  v. Edinburgh Academy (A)
M ino r C o lts  X V  v. Edinburgh Academy (A)

C O N G R A T U L A T IO N S  to  . . .  .

Mr V. S. Swain on his m arriage to  Miss Fiona S in c la ir on August 
7 th 1976.

Mr and Mrs J. B. Brown on the  b ir th  o f th e ir  son Alan S tuart on 
January 25th 1976.

Mr and Mrs A. L. K. Dutton on the  b ir th  o f th e ir  daughter Susannah 
on O c to b e r 4 th  1976.

Mr and Mrs T . S. G oody on the  b ir th  o f th e ir  son T im o th y  David on 
O c to b e r 16th 1976.

11 -  20 (2 tries ,
I penalty)

9 - 0  (3 penalties) 
2 1 - 0  
5 4 - 0  
1 4 - 0

3 -  28 (I penalty)
4 - 0  (I t ry )

4 2 - 0  (3 goals, 6 tries) 
16 -  14 
3 -  12 

1 3 - 1 2  
6 - 4 6
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EDITORIAL
‘ This is a funny place for an ed itoria l’ we hear you cry. So it 

may be. There are some new features to this edition o f  the 
StrathalMan— or perhaps you hadn’t noticed. Rather than draw  
your attention to them or apologise for them at the outset and 
thereby condition your response we thought we’d like  you to 
react unaided. W ell, go on then, wake up and react!

Seriously though, trying to make the m agazine readable and 
indeed enjoyable w hilst retaining the essential features o f a 
school jou rna l is a fa ir ly  exacting task for the successfu l 
accom plishm ent o f which we would welcome your c rit ic ism s and 
suggestions. You w ill notice that we do not carry  a ‘Letters to 
the Ed itor’ feature. This is very sim ply because the Editor doesn’t 
get any letters. Before you reach for pen and v itrio l however 
please rem em ber that we are already fa m ilia r with the wit o f  
those who might otherwise suggest centrespread pull-outs for 
adorning study w a lls; blank spaces for doodling and tequila- 
flavoured paper so please keep your ideas as practica l as 
possible. From Old Strathallians we would be glad to hear what 
aspects o f  school life you feel are not adequately dealt with and 
which receive too much attention. The same applies to those of 
our readers st ill at School, but for you there is also the oppor­
tunity o f  doing something about it. I f  you are interested in 
journalism  or the printing  business then this is where to start. 
No reasonable offer o f  help w ill be refused.

We would also like to take this opportunity o f thanking our 
contem poraries for receipt o f  their ‘ rival pu blications.’

The m em bership o f the  E d ito ria l Board has fluctua ted  ra th e r bu t the 
fo llo w in g  can take any c re d it th a t is going fo r the  p roduc tio n  o f th is 
year's S tra tha llian :

A. T. Henderson, J. M. W ald ie , R. K. L in ton ,
A. K. Shaw, D. M. N . G illanders, P. A. S. Gelzer.

The A dve rtis in g  Manager was B. J. Ball Esq., and the  E d ito r, w ho  
accepts all the blame was J. F. C layton Esq.


