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C A P T A I N S  OF SCHOOL

I re m e m b e r  Mr. B a rn e s  te ll in g  a l l  th e  p re fe c ts  a t th e  
b e g in n in g  o f S e p te m b e r 2003 ju s t  h o w  q u ic k ly  o u r f in a l ye a r 
a t S tr a th a l la n  w o u ld  pass . A nd  th e  y e a r c e r ta in ly  ha s  flo w n  
by. H a v ing  been  so b u sy  w ith  s p o r t ,  m u s ic , d ra m a  and  a l l  
th e  o th e r  a c t iv it ie s  w h ic h  th e  s c h o o l o f fe rs ,  on to p  o f 
Im o s t im p o r ta n t ly  o f c o u rs e ! th e  h u g e  w o rk lo a d  w h ic h  
a c c o m p a n ie d  us th ro u g h o u t th e  ye a r, it  re a lly  ha s  been  
a m e m o ra b le  f in a l y e a r  fo r  m e . I 'm  su re  I a ls o  s p e a k  fo r  
th e  m a jo r i ty  o f th e  U p p e r S ix th  le a v e rs . To have  been 
in  m y  p o s it io n  d u r in g  th is  y e a r has b een  a c h a lle n g in g  and 
th o ro u g h ly  re w a rd in g  e x p e rie n c e , a n d  it ha s  b een  a p r iv ile g e  
to  do th is  in  s u c h  a d y n a m ic  e n v iro n m e n t as S tra th .

To e ve ry o n e  th a t h a s  le f t  w ith  m e , th a n k  you  fo r  e v e ry th in g  
a n d  g ood  lu c k  in  th e  fu tu re . To e ve ry o n e  th a t is  s t i l l  a t 
S tra th , ta k e  a l l  o p p o r tu n it ie s  you  g e t - do n o t le t y o u rs e lf  
p a ss  th ro u g h  th e  s c h o o l w ith o u t  m a k in g  th e  m o s t o f it.
It is  a c l ic h e  to  say th a t th e  m o re  you  p u t in to  s o m e th in g  
th e  m o re  you  g e t o u t o f it, b u t th is  re a lly  is  th e  ca se  a t 
S tra th a lla n .

T h a n k s  to  e ve ryo n e .

T o m  H in e

2 I C A P T A I N S

M y f in a l y e a r  a t S tra th  le f t  
no  da y  u n f i l le d  a n d  w h e n  I 
lo o k  b a ck  th ro u g h  m y  
se ve n  y e a rs  it  w a s  th is  
la s t o n e  th a t I d e f in ite ly  
g o t th e  m o s t o u t of. On 
re c a llin g  w h e n  M r 
T h o m p s o n  f i r s t  in v ite d  m e 
to  ta ke  on th e  p o s it io n  as 
H ead G ir l I w a s  o n ly  a b le  
to  s ta re  b a ck  a t h im  
b la n k ly  sa y in g  "...You w a n t 

m e ? "  I c e r ta in ly  hope  th a t,  o v e r th e  y e a r, I d e ve lo p e d  and  
g re w  in to  th e  jo b , fa c in g  a d iv e rs e  ra n g e  o f s i tu a tio n s  w ith  a 
n e w -fo u n d  c o n fid e n c e . I have  to  a d m it  I fa ile d  m y  v e ry  f i r s t  
ta s k ; to  ke e p  m y  a p p o in tm e n t a s e c re t, as o n ce  T ra cey had 
h e a rd  th e  n e w s  it  w a s  c o m m o n  k n o w le d g e  in se c o n d s .

B e in g  a b le  to  see  h o w  th e  s c h o o l ra n  b o th  fro m  a s ta f f  and 
a p u p il p e rs p e c tiv e  w a s  an  in v a lu a b le  e x p e r ie n c e  and  m ad e  
m e  re a lis e  h o w  fo r tu n a te  e ve ry o n e  a t S tra th  is . The  w e e k ly  
m e e tin g s  Tom  and I had  w ith  M r B a rn e s  u s u a lly  o p e ne d  
w ith  "S o , fo lk s . W h a t's  th e  w o rd  on th e  s t r e e t? ” b u t th e  fa c t 
th a t he a lre a d y  k n e w  e v e ry th in g  w e  to ld  h im  p ro ve s  th e  
g e n u in e  c o n c e rn  s ta f f  have  fo r  p u p ils .

I co u ld  n o t im a g in e  b e in g  h a p p ie r  a t an y  o th e r  s c h o o l o v e r 
th e  seven  ye a rs , b u t b e in g  H ead G irt d u r in g  y o u r  f in a l ye a r 
is  no e a sy  ro le . You have to  face  A  le ve ls , u n iv e rs ity  
a p p lic a t io n s  a n d  a l l  th e  re la te d  d e c is io n s  th a t co m e  w ith  th e  
p o s it io n . My a d v ice  to  A -L  and  M a lc o lm  is  re m e m b e r to  be

y o u rs e lf ,  h e lp  each  o th e r  o u t and  as lo n g  as you  have  th e  
s u p p o r t  o f y o u r  f r ie n d s  th e y ' l l  h e lp  w h e n  th in g s  a re  m a n ic .

T h ro u g h o u t th e  y e a r o n e  th in g  I re a lis e d  w a s  th a t w h e n  
p u p ils  d id n 't  e n jo y  S tra th  as m u c h  as m o s t it  w a s  o fte n  
b e ca u se  th e y  d id n 't  g e t in v o lv e d  w ith  th e  m a n y  th in g s  th a t 
th is  u n iq u e  s c h o o l o f fe rs .  So, to  a l l  th e  n e w  p u p ils  in  R ile y  
a nd  S e n io r  s c h o o l I w o u ld  say  - ju s t  g e t s tu c k  in  a n d  y o u 'l l  
f in d  it  im p o s s ib le  n o t to  have  so m e  o f th e  fu n n e s t ye a rs .

H a v ing  had  th e  s u m m e r  o f m y  li fe  in  A u s tra lia  w ith  S tra th  
h o ck e y  a n d  h a v in g  been  a t U n i n o w  fo r  a m o n th  I re a lis e  
h o w  m u c h  o f a g re a t s ta r t  I had  g o in g  to  S tra th . I ' l l  n e ve r 
fo rg e t a l l  m y  a m a z in g  e x p e r ie n c e s ; f ro m  tra v e l l in g  to  
V en ice  to  b e in g  a b le  to  g o ss ip  w ith  p u p ils  f ro m  a l l  ye a rs , 
u s in g  th e  e xcu se  " I 'm  f in d in g  th e  w o rd  on th e  s t r e e t ", I a ls o  
re a lis e  th a t th e  fr ie n d s  I m a d e  I ' l l  n e ve r lo s e  to u c h  w ith  
Iso  g u ys  d o n 't  be to o  u p s e t a t V a le d ic to ry ).

I c a n n o t end  w ith o u t  g iv in g  s p e c ia l th a n k s  to  M r T h o m p s o n , 
M r B a rn e s  a n d  M r and  M rs  F le m in g  w h o  gave  m e  so m u c h  
k in d  a d v ice  w h e n  I w a s  fa ce d  w ith  c o m p lic a te d  d e c is io n s . 
Mr. K e ir, Mr. R oss a n d  T o m m o  a ls o  h e lp e d  m e and  lo o ke d  
o u t fo r  m e a l l  th e  w a y  th ro u g h  sc h o o l. B u t m o s t ly  I th a n k  
m y  fr ie n d s  in m y  year. I had  m a n y  a la u g h  w ith  th e  p re fe c ts  
w h o  w e re  a lw a y s  so  w il l in g  to  re a d  in  c h a p e l (w e ll done, 
C o o k ie l a n d  I e s p e c ia lly  th a n k  A nn a , T racey, H e le n , E m m a , 
Jo, G ayle , L a u re n , K a tie , S a ra h  and  R a ch e l as I d o n 't  th in k  I 
co u ld  have  had  n e a r ly  s u c h  a g re a t t im e  w ith o u t  th e ir  /  
c o n s ta n t s u p p o r t  a n d  d a ys  f i l le d  w ith  la u g h te r.

B e c k y  J o h n s to n e



S T A F F  NOTES

S T R A T H A L L I A N  2 0 0 3 - 0 4

TH E DEATH OF TREVOR STEVEN S CAST A  SHAD O W  OVER 
A L L  S TAFF ISSUES D U R IN G  TH E  COURSE OF TH E 
A C A D E M IC  YEAR 2 0 0 3 /2 0 0 4 .

An a p p re c ia t io n  o f T re v o r 's  c o n tr ib u t io n  a p p e a rs  e ls e w h e re  
in  th e  S tra th a l l ia n  and  it  is  c le a r  th a t  he ha s  been a n d  w i l l  
be g re a t ly  m is s e d . On a p o s it iv e  n o te , w e  c o n g ra tu la te  la in  
K ilp a t r ic k  on h is  a p p o in tm e n t as H e a d m a s te r  o f 
B e a c o n h u rs t S ch o o l, la in  ha s  s p e n t te n  y e a rs  te a c h in g  
a t S tr a th a l la n  d u r in g  w h ic h  he h a s  m a d e  a s ig n if ic a n t 
c o n tr ib u t io n  to  th e  E n g lis h  D e p a r tm e n t,  and  ha s  fo r  fo u r  
y e a rs  b een  H o u s e m a s te r  o f S im p s o n  w h e re  th e  boys have 
g re a t ly  b e n e fite d  f ro m  h is  in te re s t  and  c o m m itm e n t.  In 
a d d it io n  in  h is  ro le  as E xp re ss iv e  A r ts  C o o rd in a to r  he has 
b een  c e n tra l to  th e  c o n tin u e d  d e v e lo p m e n t o f th e a tre  a t 
S tr a th a l la n  a n d  th e  re c e n t s e r ie s  o f M u s ic a ls , p a r t ic u la r ly  
L e s  M is e ra b le s , is  c le a r  te s ta m e n t to  th e  m a jo r  in f lu e n c e  
he h a s  had in th is  a re a . G e n e ra tio n s  o f S tr a th a l l ia n s  have 
b e n e fite d  fro m  Ken D u tto n 's  w is d o m , p a tie n c e  and 
u n d e rs ta n d in g  in th e  C h e m is try  D e p a r tm e n t.  W ith  h is  
re t ir e m e n t he re lin q u is h e s  th e  d is t in g u is h e d  p o s it io n  o f 
lo n g e s t s e rv in g  m e m b e r o f s ta f f  a n d  h is  c o n tr ib u t io n  has 
b een  m u c h  a p p re c ia te d  by p u p ils  and  s ta ff.  M ike  W ils o n  
h a s  a ls o  b een  w ith  u s  fo r  so m e  t im e  a n d  th e  s u p p o r t  he 
h a s  p ro v id e d  in th e  D e s ig n  &  T e c h n o lo g y  D e p a r tm e n t and 
in  a m o re  o b v io u s  w a y  h is  o u ts ta n d in g  c o n tr ib u t io n s  to  th e  
th e a tre  and  a ls o  to  th e  N avy S e c tio n  o f th e  CCF have  been  
m u c h  a p p re c ia te d . The  f in a l m e m b e r  o f a lo n g  s e rv in g  
t r iu m v ir a te  is  Roy S ne d d o n  w h o  h a s m a d e  a m a jo r  
c o n tr ib u t io n  to  th e  M a th e m a tic s  D e p a r tm e n t and  la t te r ly  
has p u t a h u g e  a m o u n t o f t im e  a n d  e f fo r t  in to  p la n n in g  and 
p re p a ra t io n  o f th e  D uke  o f E d in b u rg h  A w a rd  in h is  ro le  as 
A w a rd  O ffice r. G eo rg e  E ll io t t ,  a S co t fro m  N e w  Z e a la n d , 
ta u g h t in  th e  M a th e m a tic s  D e p a r tm e n t fo r  tw o  te rm s ,  a ls o  
tu to r in g  in F re e la n d  and  h e lp in g  w ith  o u td o o r  p u rs u its .

K e ith  L e g g e 's  e x p e r ie n c e  in th e  m y r ia d  d e m a n d s  o f th e  
B u rs a r 's  ro le  a t S tra th a l la n  s h o u ld  e q u ip  h im  w e ll  fo r  h is  
n e w  ro le  as C h ie f E xe cu tive  o f th e  S c o tt is h  Y outh  H o s te ls  
A s s o c ia tio n . T he  B u rs a r 's  ro le  is  o n e  o f th e  h a rd e s t to  
d e s c r ib e  b u t any a p p re c ia t io n  o f K e ith  [a n d  one  a p p e a rs

e ls e w h e re  in  th e s e  p a g es ] m u s t a c k n o w le d g e  th a t h is  
c o n tr ib u t io n  w e n t fa r  beyond  even th e  w id e  ra n g in g  re m it  
w h ic h  is  n o rm a lly  se e n  in th e  ro le . He h a s  b een  an 
o u ts ta n d in g  s u p p o r te r  o f a l l  a s p e c ts  o f th e  sc h o o l.

M a jo r  A n th o n y  G la sg o w  jo in e d  us a t th e  b e g in n in g  o f A u g u s t 
a s  B u rs a r  fre s h  fro m  th e  R oya l E n g in e e rs . A n th o n y  
a tte n d e d  D o lla r  A c a d e m y  a n d  H e r io t  W a tt U n iv e rs ity  b e fo re  
jo in in g  th e  A rm y . He is  a q u a lif ie d  C iv il E n g in e e r. He w a s  
a S c o tt is h  S ch o o ls , U n iv e rs it ie s  a n d  S tu d e n ts  In te rn a t io n a l 
R u g by p la y e r  w h o  re g u la r ly  re p re s e n te d  th e  A rm y  and  th e  
C o m b in e d  S e rv ic e s  as w e l l  as p la y in g  s e n io r  D is t r ic t  rugby. 
R o g e r Q u ick  w h o  is  a q u a lif ie d  te a c h e r  and  ha s  b een  a 
p ro fe s s io n a l m u s ic ia n  jo in s  u s  fro m  th e  p a r is h  o f S t P au l's , 
Ire la n d  W ood as C h a p la in . R o g e r ha s  a d e g re e  in  M u s ic  and 
a d e g re e  in T h e o lo g y  fro m  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f L e e d s . We lo o k  
fo rw a rd  to  h is  c o n tr ib u t io n  n o t o n ly  in  C h a p e l b u t a ls o  to  
th e  M u s ic  D e p a r tm e n t.  R ic h a rd  P a rk e r  w h o  has been H ead 
o f D e s ig n  &  T e c h n o lo g y  a n d  b o a rd in g  H o u s e m a s te r  a t th e  
R oya l R u s s e ll S c h o o l, C ro yd o n  ha s  jo in e d  th e  D e s ig n  & 
T e ch n o lo g y  D e p a r tm e n t a n d  w i l l  ta k e  o v e r S im p s o n  H ouse  
a t C h r is tm a s  on th e  d e p a r tu re  o f la in  K ilp a tr ic k .  R ic h a rd  
w a s  e d u ca te d  a t E x e te r U n iv e rs ity , h a s  a p a r t ic u la r  in te re s t 
in  o u td o o r  a c t iv i t ie s  and  is  lo o k in g  fo rw a rd  to  a w id e r  ra n g e  
o f o p p o r tu n it ie s  in  th is  a re a  th a n  w a s  p ro v id e d  by C ro yd o n . 
F iona  M a c B a in  a ls o  c o m e s  fro m  te a c h in g  e x p e r ie n c e  in 
L o n d o n  v ia  G la sg o w  to  jo in  th e  C h e m is try  D e p a r tm e n t.  She 
to o k  a d e g re e  in  B io -C h e m is try  fro m  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f 
O x fo rd  and  in  a d d it io n  to  h e r  te a c h in g  ha s  re c e n t ly  ru n  h e r  
o w n  b u s in e s s . S he  w i l l  a ls o  be ta k in g  o v e r th e  N avy 
S e c tio n . T he  M a th e m a tic s  D e p a r tm e n t h a s  tw o  n e w  
m e m b e rs , M ir ia m  H a n k s  and  E liz a b e th  D u n ca n . M ir ia m  ha s 
b een  te a c h in g  a t R a tc lif fe  C o lle g e  and  ha s  a p a r t ic u la r  
in te re s t  in  o u td o o r  a c t iv it ie s . E liz a b e th  ha s  ju s t  c o m p le te d  
h e r  f i r s t  y e a r o f te a c h in g  a t B o ro u g h m u ir  H ig h  S c h o o l and 
w a s  p re v io u s ly  a re s id e n t ia l t u to r  a t S t L e o n a rd 's . She w i l l  
a ls o  be h e lp in g  w ith  th e  s w im  te a m . C a th e r in e  H o w e tt has 
m oved  fro m  th e  w o r ld  o f M a rk e t in g  a n d  to o k  a d e g re e  a t 
S t ir l in g  U n iv e rs ity  h a v in g  d e c id e d  to  b e co m e  an E n g lis h  
te a ch e r. She jo in s  us to  co v e r A b i Tod 's  te a c h in g  fo r  th e  
c o u rs e  o f th is  year. O u r a n n u a l te a c h in g  a s s is ta n t f ro m  
E a s te rn  E u ro p e  th is  y e a r is  Ion P o litu  w h o  is  a te a c h e r  
o f E n g lis h  and  Ita lia n  in  h is  n a tiv e  M o ld o va  w h e re  he has 
b een  te a c h in g  fo r  th re e  y e a rs  a f te r  ta k in g  a d e g re e  a t 
M o ld o va  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity . He w i l l  be h e lp in g  w ith  EAL and 
w i l l  be  re s id e n t t u to r  in  S im p so n  H o u se . W e a ls o  w e lc o m e  
M a r ie -N o e lle  C o a te s  to  th e  F re n ch  D e p a r tm e n t w h e re  she  
w i l l  co v e r fo r  M a r ie -L a u re  C ra n e  d u r in g  h e r  m a te rn ity  
leave . On la in  K ilp a t r ic k 's  d e p a r tu re  a t C h r is tm a s  M a ry  
R o b e r ts o n -B u rn e t t  w i l l  ta ke  o v e r h is  E n g lis h  t im e ta b le  
a n d  a ls o  h is  ro le  as D ire c to r  o f th e  E xp re ss iv e  A r ts .  M a ry  
h a s  a d e g re e  in  E n g lis h  L ite ra tu re  fro m  O x fo rd  U n iv e rs ity  
a n d  c o n s id e ra b le  e xp e r ie n c e  in D ra m a  and  M u s ic .

B K T
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A.L.K. DUTTON MAJOR K.G. LEGGE
BURSAR 1995 -  2004

K EN  DUTTON CAM E TO 
S T R A T H A LLA N  IN 1970 
A N D  TH E M A TH E M A TIC IA N S  
AM O N G ST US W IL L  BY NOW 
HAVE W O R KED  OUT THAT 
HE HAS B EEN  AT THE 

SCH O O L FOR AN  A M A Z IN G  34 YEARS, W H IC H  M UST M AK E  
H IM  ONE OF TH E  LONGEST SER VIN G  M E M B E R S  OF STAFF, 
IF NOT TH E  LO N G EST SER VIN G  M E M B E R  OF STAFF, 
C ER TAIN LY  OF R EC EN T YEARS.

IF  YOU W ERE TO READ TH E 
"JO B D E S C R IP T IO N " W H IC H  
W AS C IR C U LA TED  FOR THE 
B U R S A R 'S  R E P LA C E M E N T 
YOU M IG H T BE FORGIVEN 

FOR T H IN K IN G  IT W O U LD  A L L  BE TOO M UCH FOR ONE 
M A N , A N D  SO IT M IG H T BE FOR A PERSON W ITH  LESS 
ENERGY, SEN SE OF C O M M IT M E N T  A N D  CAPACITY FOR 
H ARD W O R K TH A N  M AJO R  LEGGE.

He ca m e  to  te a c h  c h e m is try  and  ju n io r  sc ie n c e . H is  le s s o n s  
have  a lw a y s  been e x tre m e ly  w e l l  p re p a re d , w ith  p a in s ta k in g  
e f fo r t  g ive n  to  th e  f in e  d e ta ils  o f c h e m ic a l p ro ce s se s , a n d  a 
w e a lth  o f b a c k g ro u n d  k n o w le d g e  b u il t  up o v e r th e  ye a rs .
Ken w a s  th e  f i r s t  m e m b e r  o f th e  s c ie n c e  s ta ff  to  m a k e  use  
o f c o m p u te r  te c h n o lo g y  in th e  c la s s ro o m  and h is  o ve rh e a d  
p ro je c to r  s l id e s  have  b een  an in s p ira t io n  to  m a n y  p u p ils  
o v e r th e  y e a rs . H o w e v e r a l l  th o s e  w h o  w e re  fo r tu n a te  
e n o u g h  to  have  been ta u g h t by h im  w i l l  re m e m b e r  th e  
a m o u n t o f fu n  th a t he in c o rp o ra te d  in to  h is  t im e  in  th e  
c h e m is try  d e p a r tm e n t.  IH o w  m a n y  re m e m b e r  u n c le  
b u m p in g  g ra n u le s  and  c o n s tip a te d  ac id?)

Ken ha s  c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  li fe  o f S tra th a l la n  in  m a n y  o th e r  
w a ys . He w a s  a s e n io r  T u to r  in  R iley , w o rk in g  w ith  P h ilip  
H e w so n  fo r  m a n y  ye a rs . He h a s  a ls o  tu to re d  in  N ic o l and 
been  a tta c h e d  to  S im p s o n  h o u se .

He in tro d u c e d  e le c tro n ic s  to  th e  s c h o o l and  u se d  h is  s k i l l  
a nd  k n o w le d g e  to  ru n  a h ig h ly  p o p u la r  a c tiv ity . A s an 
e x te n s io n  to  h is  f la i r  in  th is  a re a , he d e s ig n e d  th e  lig h t in g  
in  th e  o ld  le c tu re  th e a tre .

T h e re  is  no d o u b t th a t one  o f K e n 's  g re a t in te re s ts  w a s  th e  
C o rp s . He w a s  in c h a rg e  o f th e  a rm y  s e c tio n , b e fo re  ru n n in g  
th e  R.A.F. se c tio n  w ith  P. B a rke r. He re g u la r ly  a tte n d e d  
s u m m e r  ca m p s  w ith  th e  c o rp s , w h ic h  w e re  e n jo ye d  and 
fo n d ly  re m e m b e re d  by a l l  th o s e  w h o  a tte n d e d  th e m .

On th e  s p o r t in g  f ie ld  he w a s  a ru g b y  co a ch  fo r  tw e n ty - f iv e  
y e a rs  and  w a s  co n s id e re d  an e x p e rt a t "p la c e  k ic k in g ” .
He co a che d  c r ic k e t  fo r  a l l  o f th e  th ir t y - fo u r  y e a rs  he s p e n t 
a t s c h o o l, c o n c e n tra t in g  on th ird  fo rm  c r ic k e t  fo r  th e  la s t 
tw e n ty  y e a rs . H ow  m a n y  f ir s t  e le ve n  c r ic k e t  c a p ta in s  w e re  
g ive n  th e ir  love o f th e  g a m e  by th e  e x p e rt in s t ru c t io n  and 
g u id a n c e  g ive n  to  th e m  in  th e ir  e a r ly  y e a rs  by A .L .K .D .?

I a m  su re  th a t a l l  a t S tra th a l la n  a n d  g e n e ra t io n s  w h o  have 
le f t  w i l l  jo in  m e  in  th a n k in g  K en  fo r  a l l  h is  h a rd  w o rk  o ve r 
th e  y e a rs . He h a s  b een  a lo y a l a n d  s u p p o r t iv e  c o lle a g u e  and 
w i l l  be  m is s e d , n o t o n ly  by th e  c h e m is try  d e p a r tm e n t  b u t 
a ls o  by a l l  h is  m a n y  f r ie n d s  on th e  s ta ff.  W e w is h  b o th  h im  
and  C h r is t in e  a v e ry  lo n g , h a p p y  and  h e a lth y  re t ire m e n t.

E W H

In n in e  y e a rs  a t th e  S c h o o l th e re  h a s  b een  a c u l t u r a l 
c h a n g e  in th e  w a y  in  w h ic h  B u rs a rs  have  to  w o rk , 
r e s u lt in g  in  la rg e  p a r t  f ro m  g o v e rn m e n t le g is la t io n  and  
th e  e x p e c ta t io n s  o f p a re n ts  a n d  s ta ff .  O ne da y  th e  B u rs a r  
m a y  be n e g o t ia t in g  a b u ild in g  c o n tra c t,  a n d  th e  v e ry  n e x t 
d a y  p u t t in g  a ca se  to  a u n io n  re p re s e n ta t iv e ;  m e a n w h ile  
th e  H e a lth  a n d  S a fe ty  o f f ic e r  h a s  u n e x p e c te d ly  a r r iv e d ,  h is  
s e c re ta ry  p u t h e r  h ead  ro u n d  th e  d o o r  to  say  th a t  M rs . 
N o o d le  h a s  ru n g  up ye t a g a in  to  c o m p la in  th a t  th e  kn o b  on 
h e r  f r o n t  d o o r  h a s  s t i l l  n o t b e e n  f ix e d  and  to  c o m p le te  th e  
day th e  ja n i to r  re p o r ts  th a t  th e  m a in  b o ile r  is  a b o u t to  ru n  
o u t o f o il .  A l l  s u c h  h a p p e n in g s  K e ith  s e e m e d  to  ta k e  in  h is  
s t r id e  a n d  d e a l w ith  th e m  c h e e r fu lly ,  e f f ic ie n t ly  an d , 
w h e re  he th o u g h t  a p p ro p r ia te ,  to u g h ly .

T he  B u rs a r ,  w h ils t  u lt im a te ly  re s p o n s ib le  to  th e  G o v e rn o rs  
is , on a d a ily  b a s is , a c c o u n ta b le  to  th e  H e a d m a s te r. It is 
n e ve r e a sy  to  s u s ta in  th e  t r u s t  o f b o th  p a r t ie s , b u t K e ith  
h a s  m a n a g e d  to  do so and  m o re o v e r h a s  w il l in g ly  s te p p e d  
in to  an y  gap  th a t he fe lt  n e e de d  f i l l in g ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  
re c o g n is in g  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f th e  s o c ia l a s p e c ts  o f liv in g  in 
su c h  a c o m m u n ity . D o u b tle s s  h is  w id e  e x p e r ie n c e  in  th e  
A rm y  a n d  th e  e v e r w i l l in g  a n d  lo y a l s u p p o r t  o f h is  w ife  
F e lic ity , m a d e  s u c h  u n d e r ta k in g s  se c o n d  n a tu re .

It is  th e  o ld e s t jo k e  on th e  c irc u it ,  th a t  o f th e  te a c h in g  s ta ff  
re tu rn in g  fro m  th e ir  lo n g  s u m m e r  h o lid a y , lo o k in g  b ro n ze d  
and  f i t ,  (w e lt,  s o m e  o f th e m  a n yw a y l a n d  m u tte r in g  a b o u t 
th e  B u rs a r  fo r  n o t h a v in g  c u t th e  g ra s s  in  th e  b a ck  
p a d d o c k . T he  B u rs a r  has, o f c o u rs e , been  t ry in g  to  
c o m p le te  an im p o s s ib le  m a in te n a n c e  p ro g ra m m e  and a t 
th e  s a m e  t im e  f u l f i l  th e  g o v e rn o rs ' p o lic y  o f m a k in g  
m a x im u m  use  o f th e  c a p ita l p la n t by g e n e ra t in g  in c o m e  
f ro m  le t t in g  th e  p re m is e s  fo r  as m a n y  w e e k s  as p o s s ib le . 
A g a in  K e ith  h a s  d o n e  a l l  th is  v e ry  su c c e s s fu lly .

I have  no d o u b t th a t K e ith  w i l l  be ju s t  as c o m m itte d  to  h is  
n e w  p o s it io n  as C h ie f E xe cu tive  to  th e  S c o tt is h  Youth  
H o s te ls ' A s s o c ia tio n  a n d  fo r  w h ic h  he le a ve s  w ith  o u r  v e ry  
b e s t w is h e s . I a ls o  have  no d o u b t th a t as a n e a r n e ig h b o u r  
to  th e  S c h o o l and  w ith  h is  w ife  c o n t in u in g  to  w o rk  as 
A d m is s io n s ' s e c re ta ry  in  th e  S c h o o l he w i l l  ke e p  in  to u ch .
It ta k e s  a lo n g  t im e  to  f in d  o n e 's  w a y  a ro u n d  a V ic to r ia n  
e s ta te  and  I b e t it  w i l l  n o t be lo n g  b e fo re  th e  n e w  B u rs a r  
is  a s k in g  fo r  K e ith 's  h e lp . I k n o w  it  w i l l  be g la d ly  g iven , 
fo r  s u c h  is  th e  n a tu re  o f th e  m a n .
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"THE CAPTAIN”

M ike  a n d  Eva W ils o n  a r r iv e d  a t S tr a th a l la n  a f te r  M ike  had 
re t ire d  as an e n g in e e r  in th e  R oya l N avy to  ta k e  up  a 
p o s it io n  as te c h n ic ia n  in  th e  D.T. d e p a r tm e n t.  He had jo in e d  
H .M .S . G anges a t 15 and  s o m e  25 y e a rs  la te r  it  w a s  o u r  
lu c k  th a t  he ca m e  a s h o re  a t S tra th a l la n .  He c a rr ie d  in  h is  
k i t  bag an e n v ia b le  a n d  im p re s s iv e ly  v a r ie d  e x p e rie n c e  
to g e th e r  w ith  a w h o le  ra n g e  o f ta le n ts  a n d  a p e rs o n a lity  
w h ic h  had b een  h o n e d  by n a va l d is c ip lin e  and  t ra d it io n  and 
w h ic h  had b een  e n r ic h e d  by m a n y  a 'ru n  on s h o re '.

It w a s n o t long  be fo re  he w a s u t il is in g  h is  in s tru c to r 's  t ic k e t by 
do ing  so m e  te a ch in g  in th e  d e p a r tm e n t and  by a ss is tin g  in the  
N ava l se c tio n  o f th e  C.C.F. A fte r  th e  a r r iv a l o f M.V. S tra th a lla n , 
M ike  w a s to  be fo u nd , a t a l l  h o u rs , s tr ip p in g  th e  eng ine , 
p a in tin g  th e  b ilg e s  and w h a te v e r e lse  a re tire d  e n g in e e r fro m  
th e  Royal N avy does to  a C a p ta in 's  la u n ch  to  ge t h e r  p u rr in g  
up and dow n th e  F ir th  o f F o rth . M any p u p ils  en joyed  th e ir  day 
o u t on board  and m an y s a ilo rs  and d iv e rs  a re  in d e b te d  to 
M ike  fo r  th e  t im e  th e  c ra ft  sp e n t as th e ir  'sa fe ty  bo a t'.

D u r in g  th e  p a s t 10 ye a rs , M ike  d e ve lo p e d  n o th in g  s h o r t  
o f a m is s io n a ry  ze a l to  g e t p u p ils  to  p re p a re  th e  s e ts  fo r  
th e  sc h o o l p la ys . H is  s te a lth y  w a y  o f p e rs u a d in g  p u p ils  w h o  
w e re , by and  la rg e , 'e xce ss  to  re q u ire m e n t ' on th e  g a m e s  
f ie ld  to  w is h  to  le a rn  h o w  to  b u ild  a se t and  th e n  to  ta k e  a 
f ie rc e  p r id e  in w h a t th e y  had a ch ieve d  w a s  q u ite  a t r ic k  to  
w a tc h . N o t o n ly  d id  m a n y  a u d ie n c e s  e n jo y  th e s e  se ts  b u t 
a ls o  m a n y  s ta g e  h a n d s  e x p e rie n c e d  a se n se  o f re s p o n s ib il ity  
a nd  s a t is fa c t io n  g re a te r  th a n  th e y  had fo u n d  a n y w h e re  e lse .

M ike  a n d  Eva a re  a th o ro u g h ly  d e c e n t a n d  g e n e ro u s  c o u p le . 
G e n e ra tio n s  o f R ile y  p u p ils  w i l l  have  e n jo ye d  E va 's b ir th d a y  
c a k e s  w ith o u t  e v e r k n o w in g  th a t  th e y  w e re  o f h e r  m a k in g  
a n d  m a n y  w i l l  re m e m b e r  M ik e 's  p a tie n c e  and  e n th u s ia s m  
a n d  have  re a so n  to  be g ra te fu l.  W h e th e r  c l im b in g  M u n ro s , 
s e t t in g  o ff  on fo o t to  fo l lo w  th e  c o a s tl in e  o f S c o tla n d , 
s h a r in g  h is  D.I.Y. s k i l ls  o r  h a v in g  a co u p le  in  th e  b a r, li fe  fo r  
M ike  ha s  a lw a ys  b een  a s e r ie s  o f o p p o r tu n it ie s . H is  
re t ir e m e n t f ro m  S tra th  is  ju s t  a n o th e r  o n e  o f th e se .

"S lip  a n d  p ro c e e d !"

ROY SNEDDON

Roy jo in e d  th e  M a th s  d e p a r tm e n t  a t S tra th a l la n  in  1987 
f ro m  a re m a n d  h o m e  fo r  yo u n g  o ffe n d e rs  a t L e n d r ic k  M u ir  
n e a r M u c k h a r t .  (H o w  lo n g  w a s  h is  se n te n c e ?  Ed] F ro m  th e  
s u b lim e  to  th e  r id ic u lo u s !  O r s h o u ld  th a t be th e  o th e r  w a y 
ro u n d ?  He p la y e d  a f u l l  p a r t  in  s c h o o l li fe  h e re  n o t le a s t as 
a tu to r  in  R iley. "C o o l R oy" Ihe  w o re  b la c k  s h a d e s  in  th e  
s u m m e r ]  p o lic e d  c o r r id o rs  o f R ile y  fo r  10 y e a rs  b e fo re  
h a n g in g  up  h is  g u n s , a n d  d u r in g  th a t  t im e  he b e a t a l l  th a t 
R ile y  had to  o f fe r  on th e  ch e s s  b o a rd  a n d  m o s t o f th e  m a in  
s c h o o l as w e ll ,  la rg e ly  d u e  to  th e  c o m p u te r  he u se d  to  
p ra c t is e  a g a in s t in to  th e  "w e e  s m a ' h o u rs "  a t h o m e . He w a s  
re a lly  q u ite  a w h iz z  a t ch e s s  a n d  p a ssed  on h is  e n th u s ia s m  
to  a l l  w h o  w o u ld  ta k e  h im  on . He to o k  o v e r th e  ru n n in g  o f 
th e  D uke  o f E d in b u rg h  A w a rd  S ch e m e  in  2001, a h uge  
u n d e r ta k in g , a n d  la t te r ly  ra n  i t  v i r tu a l ly  u n a id e d . C a m p in g  
o u t in  th e  w ild s  o f S c o tla n d  s e e m s  a yo u n g  m a n 's  g a m e  to  
m e  b u t I su p p o s e  in  b e a u t i fu l w e a th e r  -  i t  h a s  been  k n o w n  
up  h e re  -  th e re  is  a c e r ta in  a t t ra c t io n .  Roy w a s  h a p p y  to  be 
th e re  co m e  ra in  o r  s h in e , even  a t th e  te n d e r  age  o f 60. He 
h a s  a ls o  b een  ru n n in g  th e  b a d m in to n  w ith  m e  fo r  th e  p a s t 
seven  y e a rs . In th e  A u tu m n  te rm  w h e n  I w o u ld  be on th e  
ru g b y  f ie ld  he o rg a n is e d  th e  boys ' b a d m in to n  a n d  d id  a 
g re a t jo b  o f te a c h in g  th e m  h o w  to  s h o r t  s e rv e  a n d  " th re a te n  
th e  n e t" . We a ls o  d id  s c h o o l d u ty  to g e th e r  on a W e d n e sd a y  
n ig h t a n d  I a lw a y s  lo o k e d  fo rw a rd  to  m e e tin g  up a f te r  p re p  
and  d o in g  a w a n d e r  a ro u n d  th e  g ro u n d s  lo o k in g  fo r  
w ild e b e e s t in  th e  d a rk . W hy w ild e b e a s t I h e a r you  ask?
W e ll,  w e  c o u ld  o n ly  g e t so c lo se  a n d  th e n  th e y  w o u ld  tu rn  
and  ru n  in  th e  d ire c t io n  o f th e  s c h o o l p o n d . I g o t to  kn o w  
Roy q u ite  w e l l  as a re s u lt  o f th o s e  W e d n e sd a y  n ig h ts . He 
live d  a v e ry  in te re s t in g  li fe  and  w ith o u t  g iv in g  a w a y any 
c o n fid e n c e s , it  is  s u f f ic ie n t  to  say  I w a s  fa s c in a te d  by h is  
a c c o u n ts  o f d a ys  g o n e  by to ld  w ith  m u c h  h u m o u r  a n d  s e lf -  
e ffa c e m e n t.  W e s t i l l  have  th e  odd  g a m e  o f s n o o k e r w h e re  I 
d u ly  g e t th ra s h e d  and  he ha s  re c e n t ly  b o u g h t a T a y lo r 
a c o u s tic  g u ita r  -  you  need to  re m o rtg a g e  to  bu y  one  o f 
th o s e  -  so  I d a re  say  h e ' l l  be an e x p e r t  g u ita r is t  b e fo re  
lo n g . He is  a ls o  an a v id  re a d e r o f b o o ks , so th e re  w i l l  be 
p le n ty  to  ke e p  h im  o cc u p ie d  as th e  w in te r  d ra w s  in .
W e w is h  h im  a lo n g  a n d  h a p p y  re t ir e m e n t .

GCK

i t  He played a fu l l  part  
in school life here  
not least as a tu to r  
in R i ley .55
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V A L E T E  - I A I N  K I L P A T R I C K
R I C H A R D  CAVES

IA IN KILPATRICK

1 9 9 5  E a r th q u a k e  h its  K obe , Ja p a n .
J a c q u e s  C h ira c  e le c te d  P re s id e n t o f F ra n ce , 

la in  a n d  K a tr in a  a r r iv e  a t S tra th a l la n  and  lis te n  to  th e  
s o u n d  o f s q u ir r e ls  g a m b o llin g  p la y fu l ly  b e h in d  th e  s k ir t in g  
b o a rd s  in th e  T u to rs ' f la t  in  R iley.

1 9 9 6  D is co ve ry  o f a n e w  p la n e t, th e  fo u r th  c lo s e s t s ta r  
to  e a r th . C lin to n  re -e le c te d  as US p re s id e n t.

C o c k e r S p a n ie l, Z a k  jo in s  K ilp a t r ic k  h o u s e h o ld .

1 9 9 7  S c o tt is h  re s e a rc h e r  c re a te s  c lo n e , D o lly  th e  
sh e e p . L a b o u r  P a r ty  u n d e r  Tony B la ir  co m e s  
to  p o w e r in  UK.

IW K  s u c c e s s fu lly  c o m p le te s  te a c h in g  p ro b a t io n  and 
s ta r ts  M .Ed.

1 9 9 8  P ope visits Cuba.
US p re s id e n t C lin to n  im p e a c h e d .

IW K  d ire c ts  and  p ro d u c e s  J o s e p h  a n d  h is  A m a z in g  
T e c h n ic o lo u r  D re a m c o a t in  R iley.

1 9 9 9  First around the world balloon flight.
Y e lts in  re s ig n s  as R u ss ia n  p re s id e n t -  su cce e d e d  
by V la d im ir  P u tin .

IW K  d ire c ts  and  p ro d u c e s  h is  f i r s t  s e n io r  s c h o o l m u s ic a l,  
J e s u s  C h r is t  S u p e rs ta r.

2 0 0 0  D N A  s e q u e n c in g  o f h u m a n  g e n o m e  co m p le te d . 
B u sh  b a re ly  w in s  US e le c t io n  by a fe w  h u n d re d  
vo te s .

IW K ta k e s  o v e r as H o u s e m a s te r  o f S im p s o n  -  d ire c ts  and  
p ro d u c e s  L it t le  S hop o f H o rro rs ; c o m p le te s  M .Ed.

2001  S pace  p ro b e  la n d s  on a s te ro id , E ros.
M ad C ow  d is e a s e  sp re a d s  in B r ita in .

E m m a  H e rm io n e  K ilp a t r ic k  b o rn  -  IW K d ire c ts  and  
p ro d u c e s  G o d sp e ll.

2 0 0 2  E uro  b e c o m e s  le g a l te n d e r  in  E u rop e .
UN  S e c u r ity  C o u n c il a p p ro v e s  re s o lu t io n  
to  se n d  w e a p o n s  in s p e c to rs  to  Ira q .

IW K d ire c ts  and  p ro d u c e s  R e tu rn  to  th e  F o rb id d e n  P la n e t 
an d  c o -p ro d u c e s  B u g sy  M a lo n e .

2 0 0 3  N o r th  K o re a  a b a n d o n s  n u c le a r  n o n -p ro li fe ra t io n  
tre a ty . SARS e p id e m ic  sp re a d s  fro m  A s ia  to  
A m e r ic a  a n d  E u rop e .

M ile s  A le x a n d e r K ilp a t r ic k  b o rn  - IW K p ro d u c e s  and 
d ire c ts  C a b a re t.

2 0 0 4  E u ro p e a n  U n io n  e xp a n d s  to  25 n a tio n s . 
T e r ro r is ts  k i l l  190 p e o p le  in  M a d r id  
tra in  b o m b in g s .

IW K d ire c ts  and  p ro d u c e s  S c o tt is h  In d e p e n d e n t S c h o o ls ' 
p re m ie re  o f L e s  M is e ra b le s ; a p p o in te d  H e a d m a s te r  o f 
B e a c o n h u rs t S ch o o l, B r id g e  o f A lla n .

RCC

R ic h a rd  C aves jo in e d  S tra th a l la n  in  1994, a f te r  a n u m b e r  
o f y e a rs  a t R yd a l S ch o o l. In it ia l ly  p a r t  o f th e  g ro w in g  
C o m p u tin g  D e p a r tm e n t,  he la te r  m oved  to  d e vo te  m o s t 
o f h is  t im e  to  th e  o fte n  d if f ic u lt  ta s k  o f m a n a g in g  th e  
s c h o o l n e tw o rk  a t a t im e  o f ra p id  e x p a n s io n . R u th v e n  T u to r, 
m o u n ta in e e r ,  le a d e r o f th e  R oya l N avy S e c tio n  a n d  c a p ta in  
o f th e  S tra th a l la n  M o to r  L a u n c h , he gave  a g re a t d e a l 
o f h is  t im e  to  p a ss in g  on h is  e n th u s ia s m  fo r  th e  sea 
a n d  fo r  c l im b in g  to  m a n y  S tra th a l lia n s .  We w is h  h im  
and  E ir ia n  a l l  th e  b e s t.

6 | V A I . E T E



O B I T U A R Y  - 
REVD T R E VO R  S T E V E N S  
( 1 9 6 5 - 2 0 0 6 )

REVD TREVOR STEVENS (1 9 6 5 -2 0 0 4 )

TH E U N EXPEC TED  DEATH OF TREVOR AT TH E B E G IN N IN G  
OF TH E SU M M ER  TER M  CAM E AS A  DEEP SHO CK TO A L L  
OF US. TREVOR HAD B EEN  W ITH  US FOR ONLY ONE TE R M , 
B U T IN  TH A T T IM E  HAD TO U C H ED  TH E  LIVES OF TH E 
E N T IR E  C O M M U N ITY  HERE AT S T R A T H A L LA N . HE WAS 
A  DEEPLY C O M M ITTED  SCH O O LM A S TER  IN TH E W ID E S T 
SEN SE OF TH E W ORD W HO HAD M UCH E XPER IENC E 
TO OFFER BOTH IN TH E  CLASSRO OM  A N D  IN TH E 
PASTO R AL L IF E  OF TH E  SCHOOL.

A s a h is to r ia n  he had read  fo r  h is  de g re e  a t G rey C o lle ge , 
D u rh a m  and g a ined  h is  PGCE th e re  b e fo re  ta k in g  up h is  f ir s t  
te a ch in g  p o s t a t B a tle y  G ra m m a r S choo l. He had been a Lay 
C le rk  a t N e w ca s tle  C a th e d ra l and  o rg a n is t o f S t Jo h n 's  
C h u rch  w h ils t  a t u n iv e rs ity  and, d u r in g  h is  t im e  a t B a tle y  
m an a g e d  to  f in d  an o u t le t  fo r  h is  p ro d ig io u s  m u s ic a l ta le n ts  
as O rga n is t and  C h o irm a s te r  a t B a tle y  P a rish  C h u rch  -  
a c o m b in a tio n  o f re s p o n s ib il it ie s  he w a s  to  ta ke  to  R annoch 
S ch o o l w h e n  he be ca m e  H ead o f H is to ry  and  C h a pe l O rga n is t 
th e re  in  1989. H is te a ch in g  s ty le  a t R annoch  w a s  legenda ry . 
M any o f h is  p u p ils , in s p ire d  by 'T rev ', w e n t on to  read  H is to ry  
a t u n iv e rs ity , and  p a r t ic u la r ly  p le a s in g  fo r  h im  w e re  th e  m an y 
w h o  read  fo r  th e  d e g re e  in M ed ie va l H is to ry  (h is ow n 
p re fe rre d  p e rio d ] a t S t A n d re w s . As a H o u s e m a s te r o f 
P o tte r ie s  H ouse , T re vo r m o u ld e d  m an y you n g  s o u ls  w ith  h is 
' f ir m  b u t fa ir ' s ty le  and en joyed  s o m e th in g  c lo se  to  a c u lt  
s ta tu s . He w a s  o f th a t g e n e ra tio n  o f H o u s e m a s te rs  w h o  w e re  
to  be fo u nd  a t th e  R ugby p itch , in  th e  d e b a tin g  h a ll, a t the  
s c h o o l c o n c e r t; in  fa c t, th e re  w a s  no a rea  o f sc h o o l life  in 
w h ic h  T re vor w a s  no t to  be fo u n d  -  even, in  one m e m o ra b le  
e xp e d itio n , s tu c k  in th e  s n o w  on Ben N evis.

The  c a ll o f th e  c h u rc h  had a lw a ys  been a p a rt o f T re v o r’s life  
and, e ve n tu a lly , p roved  to o  s tro n g  to  re s is t. He le ft R annoch  to  
tra in  fo r  th e  p r ie s th o o d  a t The  C o lle ge  o f The  R e s u rre c tio n  in 
M ir f ie ld , w h e re  he a ls o  fo u nd  t im e  to  c o m p le te  an MA 
re se a rc h in g  th e  live s  o f th e  e a rly  E n g lis h  b ish op s . F ro m  th e re  
he re tu rn e d  to  h is  N o rth u m b r ia n  ro o ts  to  se rve  h is  d ia con a te  
as C u ra te  o f A ln w ic k  P a rish  C h u rch . A fte r  h is  p r ie s tin g , he 
w a s  a p p o in te d  V ica r o r  S t S a lvado r's , D undee , s e rv in g  h is  
co n g re g a tio n  th e re  u n t i l  C h r is tm a s  Day la s t year. He to o k  up 
h is  p o s t o f C h a p la in  a t S tra th a lla n  a t th e  b e g in n in g  o f S p rin g  
te rm  th is  ye a r and im m e d ia te ly  m ade  an im p re s s io n  w ith  h is 
fr ie n d ly , jo v ia l and  a p p ro a c h a b le  sty le .

T re v o r p o ss e s se d  m a n y  g if ts  w h ic h  he b e s to w e d  l ib e ra lly  
and  s e lf le s s ly  on a l l  th o s e  w h o  had  a n y  d e a lin g s  w ith  h im . 
F o r m an y , a la s t in g  m e m o ry  w i l l  be th a t  c h e e k y  g r in  and  
g lin t  in  h is  eye. T h is  is  th e  s p ir i t  in  w h ic h  he le f t  us. On th e  
e ve n in g  o f h is  d e a th , as he s a t in  th e  s ta f f  C o m m o n  R oom  
e n jo y in g  a p in t  b e fo re  jo in in g  th e  g ir ls  in  T h o rn b a n k  fo r  a 
g a m e  o f b in g o , I a ske d  h im  if  he w a s  e n jo y in g  h is  t im e  a t 
S tra th a l la n .  'You k n o w ', he sa id , 'I th in k  I've  co m e  h o m e !' 
S tr a th a l la n  had  w o rk e d  its  m a g ic  on h im  by a llo w in g  us to  
se e  th e  v e ry  b e s t o f h im ; c o m b in in g  h is  te a c h in g , s p ir i tu a l 
and  m u s ic a l g if ts  in  a v e ry  s p e c ia l w ay. He is  s a d ly  m is se d .

N R M
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S P E E C H  DAY

S T R A T H A L L I A N  2 0 0 3 - 0 4

TH E R E  A RE SOM E TH IN G S  IN H E R E N T  TO A L L  S ET-P IE C E  
SCH O O L O C CASIONS SUCH AS SPEEC H  DAY: TH E 
DESERVED C ELE BR A TIO N  OF TH E  A C H IE V E M E N TS  OF 
S TAFF A N D  P U P IL S  A L IK E ; A  CONGREGATION OF TH E IR  
PROUD R ELA TIVE S ; TH E O P PO R TU N ITY  FOR VIS ITORS 
TO V IE W  TH E  SCHO OL AT ITS IM P E C C A B LE  BEST;
M RS. M C F A R L A N E 'S  CAM ERA.

T h e re  a re  a ls o  th in g s  w h ic h  m a k e  e a ch  o n e  in d iv id u a lly  
d if fe re n t ,  w h ic h  w i l l  ca u se  th e m  to  s ta n d  o u t in  m e m o ry  fo r  
y e a rs  to  c o m e ; on th is  o c c a s io n , it  w a s  K r is s  A k a b u s i. F o r 
h o w  m a n y  g u e s t s p e a k e rs  w a rn  th e  f r o n t - r o w  a u d ie n c e  o f a 
te n d e n c y  to w a rd s  s p it t in g  o u t o f e x c ite m e n t w h e n  s p e a k in g  
in  p u b lic ?  O r le a p  a c ro s s  th e  s ta g e  in  th e  m a n n e r  o f a 
g a z e lle  to  i l lu s t r a te  th e ir  p o in t?  O r c h o o se  to  c e le b ra te  th e  
a c h ie v e m e n ts  o f th e  p r iz e -w in n e rs  by in v it in g  th e m  to  s ta n d  
on th e ir  (s o m e w h a t r ic k e ty ]  c h a irs  fo r  f i f te e n  se c o n d s  o f 
c h e e r in g , a rm -w a v in g , s ta n d in g  a p p la u s e ?  O r end  th e ir  
s p e e ch  w ith  an in v ita t io n  fro m  th e  c h a irm a n  o f G o v e rn o rs  to  
s ta n d  on th e  tro p h y  ta b le  fo r  a s im ila r  fo rm  o f re c o g n itio n ?  
The  a n s w e r  ca n  s u re ly  o n ly  be 'n o t  m a n y '. K r is s  A k a b u s i 
a c q u it te d  h im s e lf  w ith  s ty le , o f fe r in g  an ir re s is t ib le  d is p la y  
o f s h o w m a n s h ip  w h ic h  d e tra c te d  in  no w a y  fro m  th e  
in s p ira t io n a l n a tu re  o f h is  s p e e ch ; fe w  w i l l  fo rg e t h is  
e m p h a t ic a lly  u rg in g  h is  a u d ie n c e  to  's te p  in to  th e  a re n a ' 
and  M ake  a D iffe re n c e , a m o tto  w h ic h  he c la im e d  has 
s u s ta in e d  h im  b o th  in  h is  g li t te r in g  c a re e r  as an 
in te rn a t io n a l a th le te  a n d  in h is  w o r th y  w o rk  fo r  h is  A fr ic a n  
c h a r i ty  R EACH. T he  o v e ra ll im p re s s io n  is  c e r ta in ly  n o t one 
w h ic h  w i l l  be  fo rg o tte n  q u ic k ly .

S im ila r ly  e n jo ya b le  d is c o u rs e s  w e re  g ive n  by H e a ds  o f 
S c h o o l Tom  H in e  a n d  R ebecca  J o h n s to n e , w h o  e c h o e d  th e  
s e n t im e n ts  o f m o s t o f th e  a u d ie n c e  w ith  th e ir  a p p re c ia t io n  
fo r  th e  o p p o r tu n it ie s  a n d  m e m o r ie s  S tra th a l la n  had g iven  
th e m , n o t ju s t  a c a d e m ic a lly  b u t s o c ia lly  and  c u l tu ra lly  as 
w e ll .  T he  C h a irm a n  o f G o v e rn o rs  D avid  P ig h il ls  a b ly  
p re s id e d  o v e r th e  p ro c e e d in g s , e n s u r in g  th a t a l l  ra n  
s m o o th ly  and  p ro v id in g  th e  a u d ie n c e  w ith  an e n te r ta in in g  
s p e e ch  h im s e lf .  T he  H e a d m a s te r  gave  a th o ro u g h  
e x p la n a t io n  o f th e  a d v a n c e m e n ts  and  im p ro v e m e n ts  th a t 
th e  sc h o o l, its  s ta f f  and  its  p u p ils  have m a d e  in  a l l  f ie ld s , 
a nd  u rg e d  th e  p u p ils  to  a im  as h ig h  in  th e  c o m in g  y e a rs  as 
th o s e  p re v io u s ly  had done.

W ith  th e  o f f ic ia l ce re m o n y  o ve r th e  e n te r ta in m e n t cou ld  
beg in . S p e c ta to rs  sa tis f ie d  by a se le c tio n  o f d e lic io u s  n ib b le s  
and w in e  fro m  th e  S odexho c a te r in g  te a m  w a tch e d  th e  
re n o w n e d  S tra th a lla n  P ipe B and p u t on an e x c e lle n t d isp la y , 
th e  s k i l l  o f w h ic h  w a s  in no w a y d e tra c te d  fro m  by the  
u b iq u ito u s  S co ttis h  ra in , and  th e  A r t  and D.T d e p a r tm e n ts  
bo th  had e x h ib it io n s  o f th e  h ig h ly  a c c o m p lish e d  w o rk  o f th e ir  
p u p ils . An e xa m p le  o f th e  h ig h  q u a lity  o f m u s ic  a t S tra th a lla n  
w a s  a ls o  d is p la ye d  th ro u g h  a ch a p e l c o n c e rt w h ic h  boasted  
s u p e rb  p e rfo rm a n c e s  fro m  b o th  th e  c h o ir  and in s tru m e n ta l 
and vo c a l so lo s . A ll in  a ll,  eve ry d is p la y  show ed  an e xa m p le  
o f th e  e xc e p tio n a l s ta n d a rd s  th a t have co m e  to  be e xpected  
o f S tra th a lla n .

A m o s t e n jo ya b le  day f in a l ly  d re w  to  a c lo se , h a v ing  
a c c o m p lis h e d  its  a im  o f d is p la y in g  th e  m e r its  o f th e  sc h o o l 
a nd  th o s e  in it  to  p a re n ts , p u p ils  and  v is i to rs  a lik e .
T h a n k s  go to  K r is s  A k a b u s i, fo r  a m o s t e x c e p tio n a l and 
e n jo ya b le  p e r fo rm a n c e .

H a r r ie t  P a g e , U p p e r  S ix th  T h o rn b a n k

8 | S P E E C H  D A Y
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R I L E Y  HOUSE

S T R A T H A L L I A N  2 0 0 3 - 0 4

AT THE B EG IN N IN G  OF TH E A U T U M N  TERM  WE W ELCOM ED 
33 N EW  P UPILS  INTO R ILEY WHO JO IN ED  US 17 'OLD 
H AN D S ' FROM LAST YEAR. THE 'N E W ' W ITH  THE H ELP OF 
TH E 'O LD ' SOON SETTLED INTO TH E RILEY ROUTINE A N D  
SUR ROUNDINGS A N D  PROMISED TO BE A  GOOD BUN C H .
A  SATURDAY OUT AT THE LEUCHARS AIR  SHOW  PROVED 
MOST POPULAR AGAIN , MORE FOR THE SIDE SHOWS THAN 
THE P LA N ES ! WHO CAN FORGET K ID N A P P E D  AT THE PERTH 
THEATRE? -  W E A L L  RATHER W O U LD  A N D  MR BUSH 'S  
PHONE RINGING DURING TH E PERFORM ANCE AFTER  HE 
HAD TOLD US TO SW ITCH OURS OFF.

H a llo w e e n  n ig h t -  g h o s t s to r ie s , s c a ry  w a lk s  in  th e  
g ra ve y a rd  w ith  th e  U6 p re fe c ts , lo ts  o f fo o d , d u c k in g  fo r  
a p p le s , m a k in g  D u n s ta n  and  H e n ry  Lee in to  m u m m ie s !

P an to m im e , M o th e r G oose a t th e  P e rth  T h e a tre  w a s a g re a t 
s ta r t  to  o u r C h ris tm a s  P arty  fo llo w e d  by s u p p e r back a t R iley 
and a d isco  in th e  C o m m o n  R oom . H ow  w e  a lt  danced 
in c lu d in g  th e  T u to rs  b u t w h y do th e y  o n ly  w a n t to  do th e  Tw ist?

N e x t d a y  a t 12 n oon  it  w a s  o u r  C a ro l S e rv ice  fo llo w e d  by 
m in c e  p ie s  and  m u lle d  w in e  in  R ile y  a n d  End o f T e rm .

S p r in g  T e rm  s ta r te d  v e ry  e a r ly  -  5 th  J a n u a ry  -  lo n g  co ld  
d a rk  d a ys  b u t w ith  n o t m u c h  s n o w  a n d  no c h a n ce  a g a in  to  
go s k iin g  a t G le n sh e e  b u t w e  had a fe w  good  s n o w b a ll 
f ig h ts  on th e  P a d d o ck . It w a s  g re a t th a t v e ry  fe w  g a m e s  
d ays a n d  m a tc h e s  w e re  c a n c e lle d  a n d  w e  had  a s u p e r  t im e  
h o s tin g  M a ls is  S c h o o l b e fo re  th e  6 -a -s id e  h o ck e y  
to u rn a m e n t a n d  th e  C o w ich a n  g ir ls ' h o ck e y  s id e  fro m  
C anada . A s s p r in g  a r r iv e d  and  th e  d a ys  g o t lo n g e r  in te re s t 
w a s  re n e w e d  d o w n  in  th e  v a lle y  as g ro u p s  p la n n e d  th e ir  
s u m m e r  d e n s  a n d  R a ch e l d e c id e d  w h ic h  tre e  sh e  w o u ld  
b u ild  h e r  n e s t in . Even so m e  o f th e  o ld e r  o n e s  th o u g h t th a t 
it  w a s  a l l  r ig h t  to  be h a v in g  fu n  in  th e  va lle y .

So to  th e  S u m m e r T e rm , c r ic k e t ,  te n n is , g o lf  and  ro u n d e rs  
a nd  a c h a n ce  to  s ta y  o u ts id e  u n t i l  bed t im e  on th e  P ad d o ck  
o r  up S c o u ts ' H il l.  A n  o u t in g  to  E d in b u rg h  Zoo on th e  
S a tu rd a y  m o rn in g  b e fo re  th e  V e rse  S p e a k in g  F e s tiv a l a t th e  
E d in b u rg h  A c a d e m y  in th e  a fte rn o o n . H e lp in g  w ith  th e  
A c t iv ity  W e e ke n d  fo r  p u p ils  a t p r im a ry  sc h o o l, c a m p in g  in 
Mr. and  M rs . B u s h 's  g a rd e n , th e  A b e r lo u r  J u n io r  H ig h la n d  
G am es, a th le t ic s  m a tc h e s  and  o u r  ow n  S p o r ts ' D ay and 
s w im m in g  g a la . P ra c t is in g  fo r  o u r  end  o f y e a r  c o n c e r t  -  th e  
E x p o s it io n  o f th e  A r ts  w h ic h  w a s  h e ld  on th e  f in a l F r id a y  o f 
th e  te rm  b e fo re  o u r  P riz e  G iv ing . B u t th e  n ig h t b e fo re  w e  
had a g re a t b a rb e c u e , tu g  o f w a r  a n d  f in a l p la y  on th e  
P a d d o ck  u n t i l  la te  in to  th e  n ig h t. PK sa id  it  w a s  one  o f th e  
b e s t and  us le a v e rs  sa id  it  w a s  a g re a t w a y  to  f in is h  th e  
y e a r a n d  o u r  t im e  in  R iley.

D u r in g  th e  y e a r w e  d id  w o rk  h a rd  in th e  c la s s ro o m  and 
p ro g re s s e d  w e l l  on th e  g a m e s ' f ie ld .  We w e re  a lw a y s  p o lite , 
h e lp fu l and  c o u r te o u s  and  w e re  a p le a s u re  in and  a ro u n d  
S ch o o l. W e ll th a t 's  w h a t w e  say.

H e n ry , Joe , W ill ia m , C hessca , K irs ty , a n d  R obynne .

P. S. M o s t o f th is  re p o r t  is  a c c u ra te  b u t in c o m p le te  a n d  it 
w o u ld  be tru e  to  say  th a t 2003  -  2004 ha s  b een  a v e ry  ha p py 
and  re w a rd in g  y e a r in  R iley. L e t 's  h ope  th a t th e  p o s itiv e  
a tm o s p h e re  c o n t in u e s  n e x t year.

P B

i d  2003 -  2004  has been a 
very happy and rewarding  
year  in Riley 55
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W rit in g  a H o u se  re p o r t  fo r  th e  m a g a z in e  is  a d a u n tin g  ta sk . 
E s p e c ia lly  w h e n  y o u r  g ra m m a r  is  as bad as m in e . It is 
d if f ic u lt  to  th in k  o f w h a t to  say, so m u c h  h a s  h a p pe n e d  so 
q u ic k ly . The  m e m b e rs  o f th e  H ouse  re m e m b e r th e  s tu f f  th a t 
th e y  w a n t to  re m e m b e r. A l l  o f th e ir  fa m ilie s  kn o w  w h a t has 
h a p pe n e d  th ro u g h  p h o to g ra p h s , re p o r ts  and  The F re e la n d e r 
n e w s le tte r . So w h a t do w e  say in th is  re p o r t  w h e n  it  w o u ld  
se e m  th a t a l l  th a t  n e e d s  to  be sa id  has a lre a d y  been  sa id . 
P e rh a p s  so m e  w o rd s  o f w is d o m  s to le n  fro m  so m e o n e  e lse ?
I have p ro c ra s tin a te d  a b o u t w r i t in g  fo r  lo n g  e n o u g h  and  in 
d o in g  so in c u rre d  th e  w ra th  o f th e  e d ito r.

So, h e re  co m e  th e  s to le n  id e a s . A s th e  h o lid a y s  began  
I p o s te d  o u t a copy o f R u d ya rd  K ip lin g s  p o e m  'I f '  to  th e  
le a v e rs . G iven th a t  i t  w a s  vo te d  th e  U K 's  fa v o u r ite  poem  
in a n a t io n a l p o ll tw o  y e a rs  ago , I s h a n 't  o p p re s s  you  by 
re p ro d u c in g  th e  w h o le  th in g  h e re . L e t it  be e n o u g h  to  say 
th a t it is  a c le v e r ly  p u t - to g e th e r  p ie ce  o f d o g g e re l 
c o n ta in in g  a n u m b e r  o f re c o m m e n d a tio n s  and  o b s e rv a tio n s  
on li fe  in  g e n e ra l and  w h ic h  e n d s  w ith  th e  re s o u n d in g  tin e s :

IF YOU CAN F IL L  TH E U N FO R G IV IN G  M IN U TE  
W ITH  SIXTY S EC O N D S ' W O RTH OF D ISTAN C E RUN,
YOURS IS TH E EARTH A N D  EVER YTH IN G  TH A T 'S  IN  IT,
A N D  W H IC H  IS M O R E - Y O U 'L L  BE A  M A N , MY SON.

In th e  s w im m in g  and  a th le t ic s  m a n y  boys p u sh e d  
th e m s e lv e s  to  th e  l im it .  In th e  case  o f S am  S m ith  and  Sam  
G raves th e  f i r s t  co m p e te d  in  n e a r ly  e ve ry  e ve n t and  th e  
o th e r  had ju s t  g o t o ff th e  p la n e  fro m  A u s tra lia .  In th e  
a c a d e m ic  s p h e re  h a lf  c o lo u rs  w e re  g a in e d  by D avid  B u rg e s s  
and  f u l l  c o lo u rs  by Tom  H in e  and  Seb S ch u lz .

Seb d id n 't  c o n fin e  h im s e lf  to  th is  sp h e re , h o w e v e r, a n d  a ls o  
to o k  h a lf  c o lo u rs  fo r  fe n c in g  as d id  B ru c e  L e rm a n  and  R oss 
A n d e rs  fo r  ru g b y. Tom  H in e  w a s  a ls o  a w a rd e d  f u l l  c o lo u rs  
fo r  c r ic k e t  and  d ra m a ; Sean M u r ra y  h a lf  c o lo u rs  fo r  d ra m a . 
M any o th e r  H o u se  m e m b e rs  p e r fo rm e d  and  s ta r re d  in  th e  
S c h o o l p ro d u c t io n s  T w e lfth  N ig h t and  Le s  M is e ra b le s .

B oys fro m  F re e la n d  m ad e  up a la rg e  p a r t  o f th e  s u c c e s s fu l 
S c h o o l S h o o tin g  T eam , and  th e  M a r in e s ' P r in g le  te a m . T h is  
l is t  is  n o t e xh a u s tive , b u t w h a t it  d o e s is  s h o w  th e  d e p th  
a n d  b re a d th  o f th e  H o u se  m e m b e rs ' c o m m itm e n t to  th e  
a c t iv it ie s  o f th e  S c h o o l and  its  a c a d e m ic  p ro g ra m m e .

The  d u ty  te a m s  w h o  have  been ta ke n  o u t fo r  m e a ls  and  th e  
w in n e rs  o f CD to k e n s  fo r  fo rm  o rd e rs , y o u r  e f fo r t  and  
s u c ce ss  ha s  b een  b o th  re w a rd e d  and  c e le b ra te d . K eep up 
th e  g ood  w o rk .  F o r th o s e  w h o  have ye t to  be in th is  
s itu a tio n  it  is  s o m e th in g  to  a s p ire  to  and  w o rk  a t. To th e  
m a n y  F re e la n d e rs  w h o se  p e rs o n a l a c h ie v e m e n ts  have  n o t 
b een  m e n tio n e d , d o n 't  im a g in e  th a t y o u r  e f fo r ts  and 
s u c ce ss e s  have g o n e  u n n o tic e d .

The p o e m  in  m a n y  w a ys s u m s  up th e  e th o s  th a t w e  w o u ld  
lik e  to  in s t i l  in  th e  m e m b e rs  o f F re e la n d . If th e  boys can 
read  th is  p o e m  and s t i l l  m an a g e  to  re m e m b e r  tw o  o r  th re e  
o f K ip lin g 's  s u g g e s tio n s  th e y  a re  fa r  m o re  l ik e ly  to  be m o re  
s u c c e s s fu l and  m o re  v a lu a b le  m e m b e rs  o f so c ie ty . If th e  
s ta ff  w ith in  th e  H o u se  can  be ro le  m o d e ls  and  m e n to rs  fo r  
th e  boys a lo n g  th e  sa m e  g u id e lin e s  th e n  th e  boys w il t  see 
th is  in  p ra c tic e , and  can  e m u la te  it. T h is  c o u ld  in s p ire  th e m  
to  p u sh  th e m s e lv e s  m o re  in a l l  a s p e c ts  o f th e ir  s c h o o l live s . 
M any o f th e  v ir tu e s  e x to lle d  by K ip lin g  have been e v id e n t in  
th e  boys ' c o n tr ib u t io n s  to  th e  S ch o o l and  H ouse  o ve r th e  
la s t year. In th e  J u n io r  H o u se  C r ic k e t, S e n io r and J u n io r  
H o u se  d e b a tin g  th e  boys p e r fo rm e d  w ith  v a lo u r  and 
d e te rm in a tio n , re a c h in g  th e  f in a ls .  The  S e n io r H ouse  C r ic k e t 
te a m  d re w  in  e q u a l f i r s t  p la c e . S e n io r  H o u se  D ra m a  w a s 
w o n  by F re e la n d  w ith  a fa n ta s t ic  e f fo r t  by th e  w h o le  cas t.

We w e re  lu c k y  e n o u g h  to  have T a ka n o ri K ash in o  fro m  Japan  
and S am  G raves fro m  A u s tra lia  w ith  us in  2 0 03-2004 . B o th  
m ad e  e x c e lle n t c o n tr ib u t io n s  to  th e  H ouse  in th e ir  re sp e c tive  
f ie ld s ; T a ka n o ri in  m u s ic , S am  in c r ic k e t and  s w im m in g . The 
w a y th e y  w e re  acce p te d  in to  th e  H ouse  and m ad e  w e lc o m e  
re f le c ts  w e ll on th e m  and on th e  n a tu re  o f th e  H ouse .

A s a H o u se  w e  had o u t f i r s t  F a th e r and  Son o u tin g , w ith  
d a d s  c o m in g  fro m  as fa r  a f ie ld  as B e rm u d a  and  B ra z il.
A  g re a t w e e k e n d  w a s  had by a ll ;  so n s  m a y  have  g o t to  see 
th e ir  d a d s in  a n e w  lig h t  a n d  v ice  ve rs a . M an y d a d s  had th e  
ch a n ce  to  m e e t each  o th e r  fo r  th e  f ir s t  t im e  and  b u ild  
c o n ta c ts . T h is  s o r t  o f p a re n ta l in v o lv e m e n t is  s o m e th in g  
th a t w e  w o u ld  lik e  to  e n c o u ra g e  in th e  H o u se ; p a re n ts  
b e c o m in g  a m o re  a c tiv e  p a r t  in  th e  b ro a d e r  c o m m u n ity  o f 
th e  H o u se  and  S ch o o l. P la n s  fo r  th e  n e x t y e a r in c lu d e  
a n o th e r  F a th e r and  Son o u tin g  a nd , w e  hope, a C o m m u n ity  
Open Day.

To th e  yo u n g  m e n  w h o  le f t  th e  H ouse  th is  y e a r I hope  
th a t you can  f in d  so m e  u s e fu l a d v ice  in  th e  w o rd s  of 
K ip lin g . To th o s e  w h o  re m a in , keep  g o in g  as you  a re .
A p p ly  y o u rs e lf  fu l ly  to  e v e ry th in g  th a t you  do, y o u r  s tu d ie s , 
y o u r  s p o r t  and  y o u r  fr ie n d s h ip s . D o n 't be s a t is f ie d  u n le s s  
you  k n o w  you  have  p u t in  y o u r  b e s t e f fo r t ,  and  f il le d  
'th e  u n fo rg iv in g  m in u te  /  W ith  s ix ty  se c o n d 's  w o r th  o f 
d is ta n c e  ru n '.

SW S
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S T R A T H  AL I . I  A N  2 0 0 3 - 0 4

ONE N IG H T IN TH E  SU M M ER  TER M  I C O M P LA IN E D  THAT 
TH ERE W AS A LAC K  OF O P PO R TU N ITY  FOR SCHOOL 
P U P ILS  TO W R ITE  A R T IC LE S  IN TH E SCH O O L M AG AZIN E . 
W E ’ RE LU C KY TO HAVE SUCH A  S EN S IT IVE  A N D  
RESPO N SIVE H O U SEM ASTER  IN N IC O L, BEC AUSE MR 
G ILES L IS TE N E D  TO TH IS  C O M P L A IN T  A N D  NOW  I F IN D  
M YS ELF "E N T H U S IA S T IC A L L Y '' W R IT IN G  TH IS  A R T IC LE .

T h is  a ca d e m ic  ye a r N ic o l sa w  A da m  S te p h e n s  as Head 
o f H ouse , g re a tly  a ss is te d  by tw o  ve ry  a b le  d e p u tie s . A dam  
fo u nd  th a t he w a s hugety invo lved  in m an y o f th e  H ouse 's  
a c tiv it ie s  and even ts, even H ouse  M us ic ! He m ad e  h is m u s ic a l 
d e b u t fo r  th e  c h o ir  and N ic o l fo u nd  th a t th e y  had to  p e rfo rm  
H ouse  M us ic  tw ic e . N o t because  th e re  w a s a d e m a n d  fo r  an 
e n co re  bu t because  th e  e le c tr ic ity  ra n  o u t. As u su a l, N ic o l 
w e n t fo r  v a r ie ty  in th e  a c ts  th a t th e y  p e rfo rm e d , M ic h a e l 
Seguad p e r fo rm in g  a g re a t so lo  on th e  v io lin , a cc o m p a n ie d  
by C le m e n t Ip on th e  p iano . The H ouse  C h o ir, boosted  by 
A d a m 's  p re se n ce , p e rfo rm e d  a re n d it io n  o f “ In th e  Ju n g le "  
and P au l E spa ron  led th e  H ouse  E n s e m b le 's  p e rfo rm a n c e  o f 
"P in k  P a n th e r” . We c o u ld n 't  d e fend  th e  H ouse  M us ic  tro p h y  
b u t C le m e n t Ip w on  th e  bes t a cc o m p a n is t a w ard .

On th e  S p o rts  fie ld  N ic o l w e re  p a r t ic u la r ly  su c c e s s fu l. B oth  
th e  J u n io r  and S e n io r In d o o r H ockey te a m s  w o n  th e ir  
re sp e c tive  c o m p e tit io n s  s h o w in g  g re a t re s ilie n c e  in d o in g  so. 
In b o th  g a m e s  th e  boys fo u nd  th e m s e lv e s  tw o -n il d ow n  and 
fo u g h t b a ck  to  w in . The  B a d m in to n  w a s a ls o  a n o tab le  
su cce ss  w ith  th e  te a m  be in g  m ade  up o f H w asu  K im  w ith  
C le m e n t Ip and B u fa n  H uang  w ith  V ito  H uang . B o th  p a irs  
w e re  u n d e fe a te d  and N ic o l w e re  c ro w n e d  o v e ra ll C h a m p io n s . 
A n o th e r  g re a t su cce ss  w a s  th e  H o u se 's  v ic to ry  in  the  
s w im m in g  g a la  w h e re  th e  D e w a r b ro th e rs , R o ry and  S tru a n  
w e re  th e  best s w im m e rs  in th e ir  re sp e c tive  age g ro u p s . 
A lth o u g h  n o t an in te r -h o u s e  c o m p e tit io n , N ic o l e n te re d  a 
te a m  fo r  th e  S ch o o l T r ia th lo n . It w a s  m ad e  up o f H ian  S ta rk  
on th e  ro w in g  m a ch in e , R o ry D e w a r s w im m in g  and A da m  
S te p h e n s  ru n n in g . Each m e m b e r o f th e  te a m  w o n  th e ir  
re sp e c tive  leg and  th e  te a m  w o n  th e  c o m p e tit io n  o v e ra ll.

N ic o l a ls o  w o n  th e  B a s k e tb a ll c o m p e tit io n  w h ic h  s a w  Jo e l 
M o ll as th e  h ig h e s t p o in ts  s c o re r  and  in  th e  S e n io r  C r ic k e t 
c o m p e tit io n  th e re  w a s  a 3 w a y  tie  fo r  f i r s t  p la c e . T he  ju n io r s  
fa re d  b e t te r  as th e y  w e re  o v e ra ll w in n e rs  w ith  tw o  g re a t 
w in s . H o w e v e r th e  g re a te s t s p o r t in g  p e r fo rm a n c e s  w e re  
saved  fo r  S p o rts  Day. Ew en W a rd m a n  w o n  th e  M id d le  age 
g ro u p  V ic to r  L u d o ru m  and A d a m  S te p h e n s  w a s  p u s h in g  fo r  
th e  s e n io r  a w a rd  w ith  w in s  in  th e  8 0 0 m  and  1500m . A t th e  
s ta r t  o f th e  la s t e ve n t N ic o l w e re  le a d in g  th e  o v e ra ll p o in ts  
ta l ly  by a s in g le  p o in t b u t in  a c lo s e  S e n io r  4 x1 0 0 m  f in a l 
N ic o l f in is h e d  th ird  in th e  ra ce  and  th ird  in  th e  w h o le  
c o m p e tit io n . It w a s  th e  c lo s e s t c o m p e tit io n  fo r  y e a rs  a n d  a l l  
c o m p e t ito rs  p e r fo rm e d  w e ll .  W e ll d o n e  to  a l l  th o s e  w h o  
to o k  p a rt.

One th in g  m a n y  p e o p le  te l l  you  a b o u t N ic o l is  th a t it  is 
c o n s is te n t.  N ic o l a re  a lw a ys  th e re  and  th e re a b o u ts  in  m o s t 
th in g s  w e  do. T h is  w a s  h ig h lig h te d  in th e  H o u se  D e b a tin g  
c o m p e tit io n  a n d  fo r  th e  3 rd  s u c ce ss iv e  y e a r  no te a m  fro m

14 | n i c o l  h o u s e  N ic o l h a s  m a d e  in  to  th e  f in a l o f th e  c o m p e tit io n .

N ic o l a ls o  re ve a le d  its  a c tin g  q u a li t ie s  in  tw o  d if fe re n t  and 
u n iq u e  w a ys : th e  In te r -H o u s e  D ra m a  and  th e  IN FAM O U S  
N ic o l H ouse  V ideo . On th e  s ta g e  N ic o l p e r fo rm e d  a scene  
fro m  "F la v io 's  D is g ra c e ” . It s a w  JJ W a tte rs  do an " a l l  to o  
re a l"  im p e rs o n a t io n  o f a yo u n g  w o m a n  and  A n d re w  
O 'D o n n e ll as a "s u a v e "  k n ig h t.  D o u g la s  G ille n  p ic ke d  up th e  
s ilv e rw a re  w ith  one  o f th e  a w a rd s  fo r  b e s t a c to r. B u t th e  
g re a te s t p e r fo rm a n c e  w a s  saved  fo r  th e  H o u se  V id e o . It is  a 
N ic o l t ra d it io n  th a t  ha s  c o n tin u e d  s in ce  C h r is tm a s  o f 1998. 
T h is  y e a r 's  b lo c k b u s te r  w a s  "B a rn e s ' A n g e ls  II"  w h ic h  w a s  
d ire c te d  by O liv e r P e r re t t  and  H ian  S ta rk .  It w a s  th e  m o s t 
a m b it io u s  v id e o  fo r  a lo n g  t im e  and w a s  s h o t on lo c a tio n  in 
m a n y  re p u ta b le  p la c e s  lik e  th e  s c h o o l's  f ro n t  h a ll and 
C h e eky  M o n k e y 's  in  P e r th . T he  p re m ie re  w a s  h e ld  in  th e  
N ic o l C o m m o n  R oom  d u r in g  th e  C h r is tm a s  p a r ty  and  m a n y  
tu to rs  w e re  s u rp r is e d  to  see  th a t th e y  w e re  w a tc h in g  
y o u n g e r  v e rs io n s  o f th e m s e lv e s  w ith  G o rdon  A le x a n d e r 
p la y in g  a la rg e , b a ld in g  Ir is h m a n  to  g re a t e ffe c t.

The  C h r is tm a s  p a r ty  a ls o  sa w  M r K its o n 's  m a g ic  t r ic k s  
as p a r t  o f th e  T a le n t C o n te s t. A lth o u g h  he w a s  m o re  P a u l 
M e r to n  th e n  P a u l D a n ie ls , th e re  w a s  no h id in g  th e  co m e d y  
va lu e . M r K its o n 's  A s to u n d in g  S h ir t  T r ic k  w a s  a h ig h l ig h t  as 
he, a t f ir s t ,  e f fo r t le s s ly  to o k  o ff M ic h a e l S eg u a d 's  s h ir t  b u t 
w h e n  it  ca m e  to  M r G ile s ' s h ir t  th e  m a g ic  w o re  o ff  and  th e  
s h ir t  w a s  "m a g ic a lly "  r ip p e d  to  s h re d s . H o w e v e r M r K itso n  
sp a re d  h is  ow n  b lu s h e s  w ith  h is  le v ita t io n  t r ic k  p e r fo rm e d  
on Mr. G o rd o n . A f te r  th e  m a g ic  t r ic k s  s ta n d a rd s  b o th  th e  
s ta n d a rd s  and  th e  ta s te fu ln e s s  to o k  a se ve re  n o s e -d iv e  as 
th e  P h ilip  " S is te rs "  p e r fo rm e d  a n o to r io u s  d ra g  a c t.

T he  L e a ve rs  B B 0  w a s  a ls o  a g re a t ta lk in g  p o in t as a f te r  o u r  
fo o d , a lte rn a t iv e  a w a rd s  w e re  h a n de d  o u t by H ian  S ta rk  and 
O liv e r P e r re tt .  T h e re  w e re  s o m e  n ice , n o t so n ice  and 
f ra n k ly  a w fu l a w a rd s  h a n d e d  o u t. B u t th e  a w a rd s  I can 
m e n tio n  w e re  "M o s t l ik e ly  to  be in a boy b a n d ", w h ic h  w e n t 
to  H w a su , a n d  th e  "S h o tg u n "  a w a rd , w h ic h  w a s  ta k e n  by 
D o u g la s  G ille n . H o w e v e r a n u m b e r  N ic o l B oys w o n  so m e  
re a l a w a rd s : D a n ie l H o ffm a n n  a ch ie ve d  th e  ra re  s u c ce ss  o f 
g a in in g  f u l l  c o lo u rs  fo r  s p o r t  in  R ugby, H o ckey  and  C r ic k e t. 
A s if  th is  w a s n 't  e n o u g h , D a n ie l a ls o  g a in e d  fu l l  a c a d e m ic  
c o lo u rs . P a u l E sp a ro n  to o k  fu l l  a c a d e m ic  c o lo u rs . F in la y  
W a lla c e  w o n  th e  “ L e ts  G et R eady To S tu m b le "  a w a rd .

T h is  y e a r ha s  b een  h ig h ly  e n jo ya b le . I have had lo ts  o f fun  
and  had a g re a t t im e  d o in g  and  s u p p o r t in g  a c t iv it ie s  w ith in  
th e  sc h o o l. T h a n k s  to  a l l  th e  H o u se  P re fe c ts  and  th e  S ch o o l 
P re fe c ts  in  th e  H o u se . T hey  have  m a d e  A d a m 's , D a n ny 's  
and  m y  jo b  a lo t e a s ie r. A ls o  I w o u ld  lik e  to  th a n k  th e  tu to rs  
fo r  th e  w o rk  th e y  have p u t in to  h o u se  e s p e c ia lly  M r G ile s  
w h o  h a s  had to  p u t up w ith  a lo t, and  to  say  th a n k s  to  
M a r io n , D avina , C a ro lin e  and  C h a r lo t te .  It h a s  been a g re a t 
la s t y e a r and  I w is h  e ve ry o n e  good lu c k  fo r  th e  fu tu re .

H ia n  S ta r k

This year  has been  
highly enjoyable. 55
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INTER HOUSE COMPETITIONS WON:
T E N N IS ; CROSS C O U N TR Y; JU N IO R  RUGBY; JU N IO R  B A S K E T B A L L ; 
SEN IO R  C R IC K E T (T IE ); S W IM M IN G  S TAN D A R D S ; A TH LE TIC S  STAN D ARD S 
G O LF; TU G -O -W A R ; JU N IO R  HOCKEY

S T R A T H A L L I  A N  2 0 0 3 - 0 4

H a ving  had th e  lu x u ry  o f a head o f H ouse  in 20 0 2/3  
w h o  w ro te  re p o r ts ,  I n o w  have to  t r y  and  p iece  to g e th e r  
a s u m m a ry  o f th e  y e a r th a t w a s . W ith  m e  n o w  n e a r ly  
h a lf-w a y  th ro u g h  m y s t in t  in  R u th ve n , I fe e l th a t th e  H ouse  
is  s ta r t in g  to  re s e m b le  s o m e th in g  o f w h a t I w o u ld  lik e  
it  to  be. T he  U p p e r S ix th  w e re  a p a r t ic u la r ly  s tro n g  g ro u p  
w h o  m an a g e d  to  re a lly  lead  th e  H o u se  th ro u g h  th ic k  and 
th in .  I have n e ve r co m e  a c ro s s  a g ro u p  o f boys, yo u n g  m en , 
w h o  w e re  so lo y a l to  each  o th e r  and  th e  H ouse  as a g ro u p . 
Yes, th e y  had th e ir  m o m e n ts , as w e  a l l  do, b u t th e y  w e re  
g e n e ra lly  p o s it iv e  o n e s w h ic h  I h ope  w i l l  have a p o s itiv e  
e ffe c t on th e  y e a rs  ah e ad .

A s w ith  te a c h in g  in g e n e ra l, w h e re  good re s u lts  a re  due  
to  th e  h a rd  w o rk  o f p u p ils , and  p o o r re s u lts  a re  ca u sed  
by bad te a c h in g  -  so to o  is  H o u se  M a s te r in g  ju d g e d . A  fe w  
y e a rs  b a ck  th e  boys to ld  m e  th a t I w a s  fa il in g  and  w e  had 
lo s t a l l  th e  s ilv e rw a re  -  n o w  as w e  h eap  it a l l  up  fo r  a 
se co nd  co n s e c u tiv e  y e a r it  is  d o w n  to  th e  boys ' e f fo r ts .  On 
th is  p o in t I m u s t a g re e , as a l l  have  d one  w e l l  in  th e  y e a r 's  
In te r  H o u se  c o m p e tit io n s . It is  te s ta m e n t to  th e  e f fo r ts  of 
a l l  th e  H o u se  as th e  boys do it  fo r  th e m s e lv e s . The  U p p e r 
S ix th  w e re  v e ry  s u p p o r t iv e  and  f u l l  o f e n c o u ra g e m e n t to  a ll 
te a m  m e m b e rs  and  I b e lie ve  th a t it  is  th is  typ e  o f e th o s  th a t 
m u s t, and  I t r u s t  w i l l ,  c o n tin u e  in th e  H o u se  in th e  y e a rs  
a h e ad . We a re  a l l  th e re  to  s u p p o r t  e a ch  o th e r  in  a l l  a s p e c ts  
o f o u r  t im e  in R u thve n  and  S tra th a lla n .

As a lw a ys  th e  T h ird  F o rm  R e tre a t p roved  to  be a g re a t 
success  and p re fe c ts  and  ju n io rs  a lik e  en joyed  th e  canyon ing  
a c tiv ity  a t C a lv ine . S oc ia ls  w ith in  sc h o o l a re  a lw a ys a w e lc o m e  
b re a k  fro m  th e  m un d a n e  ro u tin e  o f p rep  on a F rid a y  even ing  
and th e se  w e re  a ll w e ll s u p p o rte d  th ro u g h o u t th e  year.

We are  a so c ia b le  bun ch  and s o m e tim e s  w e  even w e lc o m e  
m e m b e rs  o f T h o rn b a n k  and W o o d la n d s in to  th e  C o m m o n  
R oom . The S ix th  F o rm  e ven ts a lw a ys b rin g  o u t th e  best 
in “ D re ss " and th is  ye a r w a s no excep tion .

R u th v e n  boys p la yed  m a jo r  ro le s  in  m a n y  key  s p o r ts  te a m s  
w ith  th e  1st XV d o m in a te d  by h o u se  m e m b e rs  (w a s th is  
th e  re a so n  th e re  w a s  no S e n io r  In te r  H o u se  ru g b y? ? ]
W e w e re  a ls o  w e ll  re p re s e n te d  in th e  1st XI c r ic k e t  and 
h o ck e y  te a m s  as w e ll as m a k in g  up h a lf  th e  s c h o o l's  te n n is  
te a m . O u r e f fo r ts  in  D ra m a  and M u s ic  have  a ls o  im p ro v e d  
s ig n if ic a n t ly  o f la te  w ith  M ic h a e l W o o d ro w  la n d in g  a lead  
ro le  in  Les M is e ra b le s . M a rk  M cC u tch e o n  a ls o  sh o n e  
a nd  th e  s ta g e  c re w  c o u ld n 't  have done  w ith o u t  its  
R u thve n  c o n tin g e n t.

P e te r T akac, o u r  HMC S c h o ta r fro m  S lo va k ia , m ad e  
v a lu a b le  c o n tr ib u t io n s  to  th e  H o u se  D ra m a  p ro d u c tio n  and 
p roved  to  be a v a lu a b le  m e m b e r  o f th e  s ta g e  c re w  as w e ll.  
R ic h a rd  H a r r is  jo in e d  us fo r  a s h o r t  p a r t  o f th e  y e a r on 
e xc h a n g e  fro m  St A n d re w 's  C o lle g e  -  C h r is tc h u rc h , N ew  
Z e a la n d . He w a s  h o s te d  by K it H a yw a rd  w h o  had en jo ye d  
th e  S u m m e r o f 2003 w ith  R ic h a rd  in N e w  Z e a la n d .

T he  S u m m e r te rm  d id  n o t g e t o f f  to  a good s ta r t .  The 
s h o c k in g  d e a th  o f Revd T re v o r S te ve n s  le f t  a h u g e  vo id  in 
th e  H ouse  and  S ch o o l. He had  s p e n t su ch  a s h o r t  t im e  w ith  
us ye t he had b een  a b le  to  m a k e  su c h  a huge  im p a c t on so 
m a n y  p e o p le . A s w ith  a l l  th in g s  w e  m a n a g e  to  m ove  on and 
th e  re s t o f th e  S u m m e r te rm  w e n t w e ll .  A n u m b e r  o f boys 
re ce ive d  a c a d e m ic  p r iz e s  a t S peech  Day, J a m ie  W isb e y  
e a rn in g  s p e c ia l m e n tio n  fo r  re c e iv in g  fu lly  fo u r  s u b je c t 
p r iz e s  -  a good y e a r 's  w o rk  w e ll done .

G oodbyes a re  a lw a ys d if f ic u lt  and fo r  m e  th is  ye a r w a s  a lw a ys 
go in g  to  be an even m o re  d if f ic u lt  one. The U p p e r S ix th  
leav ing  w e re  T h ird  F o rm  w h e n  I a rr iv e d  in th e  H ouse  -  they  
w e re  m y f ir s t  ye a r a l l  th e  w a y th ro u g h . To th e m  as a g roup  
I ow e a b ig th a n k  you a lo n g  w ith  m y T u to r ia l S ta ff. D r D in 
H ouse  does a g re a t jo b  a lo n g  w ith  a l l  th e  v is it in g  tu to rs ,
PMV, CNC, JDS and EGK. To th e m  th a n k  you fo r  a ll th e  tim e  
and e ffo r t  p u t in to  th e  boys -  it is  re a lly  a p p re c ia te d .

M a tro n  and  h e r te a m  do a g re a t jo b  on th e  d o m e s t ic  fro n t 
and  f in a l ly  to  A nn  and  th e  K id s  -  th a n k s  fo r  y o u r  to le ra n c e .
I t r u s t  th a t th e  y e a rs  a h e ad  w i l l  be as good as th e  one 
ju s t  p assed .

A W

LL We are  a l l  th e re  to support  each o th e r  in a l l  
aspects of our t im e  in Ruthven and Strathal lan.
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One o f th e  m a n y  p le a s u re s  o f H o u s e m a s te r in g  is  s ta r t in g  
a n e w  y e a r w ith  a l l  th e  e x p e c ta tio n  and  e x c ite m e n t b ro u g h t 
by re tu rn in g  p u p ils . A s th e  H o u se  f i l ls  up a t th e  b e g in n in g  
o f th e  A u tu m n  te rm  th e re  a re  n e w  fa ce s  a p p e a r in g  fo r  th e  
f i r s t  t im e , a t t im e s  u n s u re  and  n e rv o u s  a t e n te r in g  an 
u n fa m i l ia r  c o m m u n ity ,  w h o  c o m b in e  w ith  o ld  h a n d s  m o v in g  
in to  a n e w  y e a r g ro u p  w ith  a d d e d  p re s s u re s  and 
e x p e c ta tio n s , p a r t ic u la r ly  th o s e  w h o  a re  ta k in g  p u b lic  
e x a m in a tio n s . H o w e v e r, th e re  is  a c o m m o n  th re a d  w h ic h  
q u ic k ly  e m e rg e s  in b o th  th e s e  g ro u p s ; a se n se  o f 
e n g a g e m e n t and  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in th e  v a r io u s  a c t iv it ie s  and 
c o m p e tit io n s  th a t  p u n c tu a te  th e  H ouse  year. T h is  ha s  n e ve r, 
in  m y  e x p e rie n c e , been  m o re  th e  ca se  th a n  th is  y e a r in 
S im p s o n . A l l  th e  boys ca m e  to  th e  n e w  a c a d e m ic  s e s s io n  
w ith  a c le a r  se n se  o f p u rp o s e  ye t, u n lik e  m a n y  N e w  Year 
re s o lu t io n s  th a t  a re  b ro k e n  s h o r t ly  in to  J a n u a ry , th e re  w a s  
a m o m e n tu m  w h ic h  c o n tin u e d  a l l  th e  w a y  th ro u g h  to  th e  
f in a l m o m e n ts  o f th e  s u m m e r  te rm .

In  th e  s p o rt in g  a rena  (to b o rro w  a p h ra se  fro m  o u r  sp e a k e r 
a t S peech  D ayl, th e re  w e re  m a n y  n o ta b le  p e rfo rm a n c e s  pu t 
in  by H ouse  te a m s  o ve r th e  co u rs e  o f th e  year. W h ils t n e ve r 
se tt in g  th e  h e a th e r t ru ly  a lig h t, w e  se ld o m  d isg ra ce d  
o u rse lve s  in an y  o f th e  c o m p e tit io n s : hockey, b a s k e tb a ll, 
ru g b y, b a d m in to n  o r  s w im m in g . H o w eve r it  w a s  m o re  th e  
tu rn  o f in d iv id u a ls  to  ta ke  th e  h o n o u rs  and  th is  w a s  done  w ith  
d is t in c tio n . R ich ie  D uncan has co n tin u e d  to  ca rve  a p is te  fo r  
h im s e lf  in  th e  w o r ld  o f s k iin g . He is  a lre a d y  a m e m b e r o f the  
S c o ttis h  A lp in e  S ki Team  and w i l l  be e lig ib le  to  jo in  th e  GB 
S e n io r O lym p ic  squ a d  in a co u p le  o f ye a rs ' t im e . A s w e ll as 
n o tch in g  up a s tr in g  o f v ic to r ie s  th ro u g h o u t th e  season ,
R ich ie  w a s  na m e d  as H ig h la n d  S p r in g  Young S p o rts p e rso n  
in re co g n itio n  o f h is  c o n tr ib u t io n  to  th e  s p o rt th u s  fa r. In th e  
in te r -h o u s e  c ro s s  c o u n try  c o m p e tit io n , Ben B ra ith w a ite  w a s 
th e  bes t S im p so n ia n  h o m e , c o m in g  second  in th e  J u n io r  Boys' 
race . Tom  F le m in g  ca m e  top  in h is  se c tio n  in th e  C h a rity  
T r ia th lo n , w h ic h  to o k  p la ce  in th e  S u m m e r te rm  and  invo lved 
th e  d is c ip lin e s  o f s w im m in g , ru n n in g  and ro w in g  |a d is t in c t ly  
S tra th a llia n  ta ke  on th e  t ra d it io n a l t r ip ty c h  o f sp o rts ). In th e  
sa m e  c o m p e tit io n , o u r  s e n io r  boys, G eorge  M c W illia m s  and 
J -J  C h a lm e rs  d o m in a te d  th e ir  age g ro u p  and  o u r  te a m  of 
R ich ie  D uncan and  H a rry  W o rk m a n , in  c o m b in a tio n  w ith  
Tom  S proa t fro m  F re e lan d , ca m e  se co nd  in  th e  te a m  d iv is io n .

In th e  S co ttis h  S ch o o l A th le tic s  C h a m p io n s h ip s  th a t to o k  
p lace  in Ju n e , th e  H ouse  w a s  w e ll re p re se n te d  by M e le n ik  
Forde  w h o  w o n  a B ronze  M ed a l in  th e  h igh  ju m p  c o m p e tit io n  
and G re g o r D uncan  w h o  to o k  S ilve r in  th e  long  ju m p .

It w a s , in d e e d , to  be on th e  a th le t ic s  t ra c k  th a t S im p so n  
h ad  its  p ro u d e s t h o u r, as S p o r ts  Day d a w n e d  a t th e  end 
o f th e  f ir s t  h a lf  o f th e  S u m m e r te rm . H o u se  S ta n d a rd s  had 
g o n e  w e ll ,  a good d e a l o f w i l l in g  s u p p o r t  f ro m  a l l  m e m b e rs  
o f th e  H o u se  m e a n in g  th a t w e  w e re  a b le  to  p u t o u t a s tro n g  
te a m  in a l l  e ve n ts . A  c o m b in a t io n  o f s o lid  p e r fo rm a n c e s  in 
a l l  a re a s  a d d ed  to  w in s  by M e le n ik  F o rd e  in th e  H igh  J u m p  
and  o u r  ju n io r  fo u r  h u n d re d  m e tre  re la y  te a m , a n d  se co nd  
p la c e s  by G re g o r D u n ca n , G re ig  B ro w n lie  and  R ich ie  
D u n ca n  in th e  lo n g  ju m p , d is c u s  and  ja v e lin  re s p e c tiv e ly , 
le f t  s o m e  th re e  p o in ts  b e tw e e n  us, R u th v e n  and  N ic o l 
g o in g  in to  th e  f in a l e ve n t -  th e  s e n io r  fo u r  by one  h u n d re d  
m e tre  re la y . I c a n n o t re m e m b e r  a S p o rts  Day f in a l f i l le d  
w ith  so  m u c h  te n s io n  a n d  a n t ic ip a t io n  as o u r  te a m  of 
Tom  R e id , R o b e rt H e n n e b e rg , M e le n ik  F o rd e  a n d  G re g o r 
D u n ca n  a s  a n c h o r, to o k  to  th e  b lo c k s . In a sce n e  re d o le n t 
o f C h a r io ts  o f F ire , th e re  w a s  l i t t le  b e tw e e n  a l l  fo u r  f in a l 
ru n n e rs  a t th e  tu rn  in to  th e  f in a l h u n d re d  m e tre s .
H o w e ve r, G re g o r D u n ca n  s u m m o n e d  up  e ve ry  la s t d ro p  
o f e n e rg y  to  c a r r y  th e  h o p e s  and  a n t ic ip a t io n  o f th e  e n t ire  
h o u se  a c ro s s  th e  f in is h in g  lin e  in  f i r s t  p la c e  - s e c u r in g  
v ic to ry  fo r  S im p s o n  fo r  th e  se co nd  t im e  in fo u r  ye a rs . 
J u n io r  V ic to r  L u d o ru m  w a s  Tom  F le m in g  and  th e  S e n io r  
V ic to r  L u d o ru m  t i t le  w a s  s h a re d  b e tw e e n  G re g o r D u n ca n  
a n d  M ic h a e l W o o d ro w  o f R u th ve n .

V ic to ry  a t S p o r ts  D ay w a s  n o t o n ly  a te s ta m e n t to  th e  s k i l l  
a n d  c o m m itm e n t o f th e  a th le te s  w h o  to o k  p a rt, b u t a ls o  a 
p o s it iv e  l i tm u s  te s t o f th e  esprit de corps th a t  p re va ile d  
th ro u g h o u t  th e  ye a r. T h is  w a s  a ls o  e ve ry  b it in  e v id e n c e  in 
th e  p e r fo rm in g  a r ts .  S e n io r  D ra m a , w h ic h  to o k  p la c e  in th e  
A u tu m n  te rm , fe a tu re d  S im p s o n  p e r fo rm in g  an e x c e rp t 
f ro m  Jo h n  G o d b e r's  co m e d y  T e e ch e rs . T h is  w a s  an 
a m b it io u s  p ie ce , in v o lv in g  in e xce ss  o f a d ozen  o f th e  S ix th  
F o rm  b o th  on and  b a ck  s ta g e . A s e ve r, th e re  w a s  a g re a t 
d e g re e  o f te a m w o rk  in e v id e n c e  an d , a lth o u g h  th e  p iece  
w a s  n o t e n t ire ly  to  th e  a d ju d ic a to r 's  ta s te , Jo sh  W r ig h t  w o n  
an a w a rd  fo r  b e s t a c to r. A ls o  in  th e  A u tu m n  te rm  is  th e  
H o u se  M u s ic  C o m p e tit io n , th e  s ta n d a rd  o f w h ic h  se e m s  to  
g e t h ig h e r  each  ye a r. In  an a m b it io u s  p ro g ra m m e , w h ic h  
s a w  J a k e  S tre a t fe i ld -J a m e s  p e r fo rm in g  a v o c a l s o lo  by 
B ra h m s , a n d  th e  h o u se  e n s e m b le  p re s e n t in g  a n u m b e r  
fro m  D is n e y 's  T he  L it t le  M e rm a id , it  w a s  th e  h o u se  c h o ir 's  
re n d it io n  o f th e  L o n d o n d e rry  A ir  th a t to o k  th e  p r iz e  fo r  b e s t 
boys ch o ir. In a d d it io n  to  th e s e  s e t p ie ce s , m e m b e rs  o f th e  
h o u se  to o k  p a r t  in  a w h o le  ra n g e  o f c o n c e r ts  a n d  re c ita ls  
o v e r th e  y e a r: G e o rg e  M c W ill ia m s  le d  th e  s c h o o l o rc h e s tra  
w ith  d is t in c t io n  a n d  w a s  jo in e d  by J a k e  S tre a t fe i ld -J a m e s  
an d  M e le n ik  F o rd e  in  a M u s ic  S c h o la rs ' C o n c e rt in  th e  
s p r in g  te rm .
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T h e re  w e re  tw o  m a in  th e a t r ic a l p ro d u c t io n s  th is  ye a r, b o th  
o f w h ic h  re lie d  c o n s id e ra b ly  on th e  p e r fo rm in g  ta le n ts  o f 
S im p so n  boys. S h a k e s p e a re 's  T w e lfth  N ig h t, a p p ro p r ia te ly  
s ta g e d  in  th e  ru n  up to  C h r is tm a s , fe a tu re d  Ja ke  
S tre a tfe ild -J a m e s , m a s te r fu l in  th e  ro le  o f M a lv o lio , Tom  
G ray g iv in g  a h ila r io u s  c o m ic  p e r fo rm a n c e  as S ir  Toby 
B e lch . S ta g e  m a n a g e m e n t o f th e  p ro d u c t io n  w a s  by N e il 
W r ig h t,  a id e d  by a c re w  o f S im p s o n ia n s , n a m e ly : J -J  
C h a lm e rs , A le x  S m ith , C o lin  and  D o n a ld  S k in n e r ,  A n d re w  
B e n n e t and  M a r t in  Jo n e s . T h is  s tro n g  s h o w in g  w a s  
re p e a te d  in  Le s  M is e ra b le s , in  th e  s p r in g  te rm , w h e re  
le a d in g  ro le s  w e re  ta k e n  by Ja k e , R oddy W a lk e r, J -J  
C h a lm e rs , Tom  G ray  a n d  D u n ca n  C la rk ; w ith  so u n d  
e n g in e e r in g  by G re ig  B ro w n lie  and  G eo rg e  M c W illia m s .
Once a g a in  th e  p ro d u c t io n  w a s  o ve rs e e n  by N e il W r ig h t as 
s ta g e  m a n a g e r, fo r  w h ic h  he re ce ive d  f u l l  c o lo u rs .

In a y e a r  w h ic h  ha s  b een  p a ck e d  f u l l  o f o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r  
p u p ils  to  p e r fo rm , it  ha s  b een  p a r t ic u la r ly  p le a s in g  to  see 
m e m b e rs  o f th e  h o u se  g ive  f re e ly  o f th e ir  t im e  a n d  ta le n ts  
in  su ch  d iv e rs e  w a ys . Tom  F le m in g  w a s  s u c c e s s fu l in  th e  
S c o tt is h  S c h o o ls ' P ipe  B an d  C h a m p io n s h ip s , w h e re  he w o n  
th e  in te rm e d ia te  d ru m m in g  c o m p e tit io n ; E d w a rd  L a w th e r ,  
G eorge  M c W ill ia m s , a n d  Ja ke  S tre a t fe i ld -J a m e s  a ll 
p e r fo rm e d  in  th e  P e r th  F e s tiv a l o f th e  A r ts  a n d  R o b e rt 
M c M o rr in e  a n d  D u n ca n  C la rk  c o n t in u e d  th e ir  s u c ce ss  in  th e  
fie ld  o f d e b a tin g  by w in n in g  th e  ju n io r  in te r -H o u s e  
c o m p e tit io n . P ro o f p o s it iv e , I fe e l, th a t th e  boys o f S im p so n  
a re  b o th  in te re s te d  and  in te re s t in g  in d iv id u a ls .

We a re  o fte n  re m in d e d  th a t  a c a d e m ic  w o rk  is  a t th e  co re  o f 
w h a t w e  do a t S tr a th a l la n  and  it  has o n ce  a g a in  been 
p le a s in g  to  see  m a n y  m e m b e rs  o f th e  h o u se  a c h ie v in g  
su c ce ss  in th is  a re a . G e orge  M c W ill ia m s  w a s  n a m e d  B e s t in  
S ch o o l in  th e  U K  S e n io r  M a th e m a tic s  C h a lle n g e , p u tt in g  
h im  in  th e  to p  th re e  p e rc e n t o f m a th e m a tic ia n s  in  th e  
co u n try . J u re  M io c ic -S to s ic  w a s  a w a rd e d  a p la c e  a t 
C a m b rid g e  U n iv e rs ity  to  re a d  N a tu ra l S c ie n c e s  a n d  H o w ard  
G ray, w h o  le f t  la s t  y e a r, re tu rn e d  a t S pe e ch  Day to  be 
n a m e d  D ux o f S c h o o l as a re s u lt  o f h is  o u ts ta n d in g  
a c a d e m ic  p e r fo rm a n c e  a t A  L e ve l.

A s I co m e  to  th e  e n d  o f w h a t w i l l  be  m y  la s t  H o u se  re p o r t ,  I 
c ra v e  th e  in d u lg e n c e  o f th e  e d ito r  to  o f fe r  m y  th a n k s  to  
th o s e  w h o  have  h e lp e d  c o n tr ib u te  to  th e  year. To P e te r 
F ia le k , w h o  ca m e  to  u s  fo r  th e  y e a r  fro m  S lo va k ia , th a n k s  
fo r  y o u r  e n e rg y  a n d  e n th u s ia s m , you  leave  a s  m a n y  ha p py 
m e m o r ie s  w ith  u s  as I a m  s u re  you  have  ta k e n  h o m e . To 
G re g o r and  h is  te a m  o f d e p u t ie s  and  p re fe c ts  -  th a n k s  fo r  
m a in ta in in g  and  n u r tu r in g  th e  s p ir i t  o f th e  h o u se  o v e r th e  
y e a r; to  a l l  th o s e  w h o  le a ve  fo r  n e w  c h a lle n g e s  yo u  ta k e  
w ith  you  o u r  th a n k s  fo r  y o u r  c o n tr ib u t io n  and  b e s t w is h e s  
fo r  th e  fu tu re .  To th e  h a rd  w o rk in g  and  d e d ic a te d  te a m  o f 
tu to rs  a n d  d o m e s t ic  s ta f f ,  yo u  a re  th e  u n s u n g  h e ro e s  w h o  
p ro v id e  th e  s ta b i l i ty  a n d  c o n t in u ity  th a t  h a s  m a d e  S im p so n  
su c h  a s t im u la t in g  e n v iro n m e n t to  be p a r t  of.

A n d  so a s  I s ig n  o ff  fo r  th e  la s t  t im e ,  I w o u ld  lik e  to  w is h  m y 
s u c c e s s o r, M r P a rk e r ,  and  h is  fa m ily  a l l  h a p p in e s s  and  
s u c ce ss  as th e y  ta k e  o v e r th e  H o u se  in  J a n u a ry . F o r 
K a tr in a , E m m a , M ile s  a n d  m e  o u r  t im e  in  S im p s o n  ha s  
b een  an  u n fo rg e tta b le  e x p e r ie n c e , th e  m e m o r ie s  o f w h ic h  
w i l l  la s t  u s  a li fe t im e .  T he  f in a l H o u s e m a s te r in g  p le a s u re  
I leave  yo u  w ith  is  to  be  fo u n d  in  th e  p e o p le  o n e  m e e ts  and  
s h a re s  t im e  w ith .  I have  b een  fo r tu n a te  in  w o rk in g  w ith  a 
fa n ta s t ic  g ro u p  o f b o ys  a n d  p a re n ts  o v e r th e  c o u rs e  o f th e  
la s t fo u r  y e a rs . The  p r id e  I ta ke  in  th e  h o u se  is  m e re ly  
re f le c te d  f ro m  th e  p r id e  in d iv id u a ls  ta k e  in  th e ir  ow n  
a c h ie v e m e n ts  a n d  th a t  p a re n ts  ta k e  in  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t and  
su c c e s s e s  o f th e ir  so n s  on  th a t  p a r t  o f l i fe 's  jo u rn e y  ta ke n  
in  S im p s o n . I k n o w  th a t  I w i l l  lo o k  b a ck  on th is  p a r t  o f m y 
jo u rn e y  w ith  g re a t a f fe c t io n  a n d  g ra t itu d e .
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N ext ye a r I w i l l  d e fin ite ly  t ry  to  re m e m b e r to  a sk  th e  head o f 
H ouse  to  w r i te  th e  H ouse  re p o rt b e fo re  she  leaves sch o o l, 
th e re fo re  a vo id in g  th is  a t te m p t a t p a r t ia l re c a ll fro m  2003 -04 .

So as I s it a t th e  c o m p u te r  a t th is  la te  s ta g e  and b e fo re  m y 
a il in g  m e m o ry  co m p le te ly  le ts  m e  dow n I s h a ll t ry  to  reco rd  
th e  th in g s  th a t have s tu c k  in o u r  m in d s  a b o u t th is  year.

The  h ig h l ig h t  o f th e  f i r s t  te rm  w a s  th e  H o u se  M u s ic  
c o m p e tit io n  w h ic h  w a s  so a b ly  p u t to g e th e r  by o u r  n e w  
head o f s c h o o l B e c ky  Jo h n s to n e . She to o k  c h a rg e  o f th e  
w h o le  p ro d u c tio n  w ith  p a ss io n  and  a g re a t d e g re e  o f 
p ro fe s s io n a lis m , re s u lt in g  in  a w e ll d e s e rv e d  o v e ra ll w in .

M iss  M o r r is o n  a n d  I v e n tu re d  d o w n  th e  A9 w ith  o u r  tu to r  
g ro u p  on a t r ip  to  G la sg o w  to  see  th e  e x c e lle n t p ro d u c tio n  
o f S to m p " . N o s o o n e r  had th e  sh o w  f in is h e d  th a n  w e  w e re  
a l l  le a rn in g  to  m a k e  m u s ic  w h e re v e r  and  h o w e v e r w e  co u ld . 
O u r n e w  fo u n d  s k i l ls  a llo w e d  th e  L o w e r S ix th  to  p ro d u ce  a 
m o s t o r ig in a l C h r is tm a s  v id e o .

T he  s p r in g  te rm  b ro u g h t th e  m a g n if ic e n t p ro d u c t io n  o f Les 
M is w ith  m a n y  o f th e  g ir ls  in v o lv e d ; C la ire  L e s lie , C a tr io n a  
M a r t in  and  C la ire  P ric e  ta k in g  so m e  o f th e  le a d  p a rts .

H o u se  D ra m a  is  s o m e th in g  th a t T h o rn b a n k  h a s  d o n e  w e ll 
a t in  th e  p a s t and  th is  y e a r th e  g ir ls  d e c id e d  on a 
p a n to m im e  th e m e  o f "C in d e re lla " .  H o w e v e r as th e  day o f 
re c k o n in g  a p p ro a c h e d  it  w a s  fe lt  th a t th is  p ro d u c t io n  w a s  
n o t re a lly  w o rk in g . So, a t th e  e le v e n th  h o u r  th e  g ir ls  
ch a n g e d  to  do a p ie c e  fro m  th e  C ru c ib le  (o n ly  a s l ig h t  
ch a n g e  th e re , th e n ].  The  p ie c e  th e y  p u t to g e th e r  w a s  
m a g n if ic e n t and  m o v in g  w ith  a m a z in g  p e r fo rm a n c e s  by 
A nna  M a c d o n a ld  and  S a ra h  R obb. B o th  Jo h n  a n d  I fe lt  
p a r t ic u la r ly  p ro u d  o f a l l  th e  g ir ls  th a t  e ve n in g . OK so w e 
d id n 't  w in  b u t it  t r u ly  d id  n o t m a tte r .

A s w e ll as th e  u s u a l m ix  o f a th le t ic s  S ta n d a rd s , t u g -o f -w a r  
and  S p o rts  Day, th e  s u m m e r  te rm  b ro u g h t us a b ra n d  n e w  
c h a lle n g e  in th e  fo rm  o f th e  T r ia th lo n . M any o f th e  g ir ls  
s ig n e d  up to  ta ke  p a r t  as a m e m b e r  o f a te a m  b u t Sam  
S ta rk  and  V ick y  D ru m m o n d -H a y  to o k  up th e  in d iv id u a l 
c h a lle n g e . T h e y  m e t it  w ith  co u ra g e  and  d e te rm in a tio n  
a nd  c o m p le te d  th e  c o u rs e  e x h a u s te d  y e t e la te d .

A t th e  b e g in n in g  o f th is  y e a r o u r  p e rs o n a l f r ie n d  T re v o r 
S te ve n s  b e ca m e  p a r t  o f th e  S tra th a l la n  fa m ily  a n d  a fr ie n d  
to  a l l  o f us in  T h o rn b a n k . He ca m e  to  s u p p o r t  o u r  c h a r ity  
b in g o  n ig h t and  to o k  p a r t  as a v e ry  p ro fe s s io n a l c a lle r .
T h a t n ig h t p ro v id e d  us w ith  a g re a t d e a l o f fu n  and  la u g h te r  
a n d  w e  a l l  n o w  have  so m e  w o n d e r fu l m e m o r ie s  o f T re v o r 
as w e  a l l  w e re  to ta lly  d e va s ta te d  to  le a rn  o f h is  s u d d e n  
d e a th  d u r in g  th a t n ig h t. W e a l l  live d  th ro u g h  a n u m b n e s s  
th a t w e e ke n d , b u t th e  se n se  o f to g e th e rn e s s  a n d  s u p p o r t  
w a s  p a lp a b le .

In te rH o u s e  c o m p e tit io n s  c o n tin u e d  th ro u g h  th e  ye a r, 
so m e  w e  w o n  a n d  in  so m e  w e  ca m e  se co n d . G ir ls  c o n tin u e d  
to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  th e ir  s p o r ts  a t H o u se , s c h o o l and 
n a t io n a l le ve l.

M any th a n k s  go o u t to  a l l  o u r  tu to rs ,  M o ra g  a n d  h e r  te a m  
and  a ls o  to  A n n a  M a c d o n a ld  w h o  w a s  an  o u ts ta n d in g  head 
o f H ouse . We s h a l l m is s  a l l  o u r  U p p e r S ix th  as th e y  m ove  
on in to  th e  re a l w o r ld .  Fun , la u g h te r  and  te a rs  have  a l l  
b een  p a r t  o f li fe  in  T h o rn b a n k  th is  ye a r, h e re 's  lo o k in g  
fo rw a rd  to  n e x t y e a r  .

PS S am  c o u ld  you  s ta r t  e a r ly  w ith  th a t re p o r t  fo r  2005?
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"W H A T  W O U LD  YOU DO IF MY DATE D ID N 'T  ARR IVE 
FOR TH E B A L L ? "

"W H A T  W O U LD  YOU DO IF W E DYED OUR H AIR  B LU E ? " 

"W H A T  W O U LD  YOU DO IF ...? "

P o o r M r Tod w a s  u n c e re m o n io u s ly  g r i l le d  by th e  
fo r th c o m in g  U p p e r S ix th  a t w h a t w a s  su p p o se d  to  be an 
in n o c e n t s o c ia l BBQ  b e fo re  w e  o f f ic ia l ly  to o k  up th e  re in s  
o f W o o d la n d s . H aving  th e n  s p e n t th e  e n t ire  s u m m e r  
ra c k in g  h im s e lf  and  m e  as to  w h e th e r  he had "p a s s e d " , 
w e  fa ce d  th e  m a s s  o f e x p e c ta n t fa ce s  on o u r  f i r s t  e ve n in g  
as H o u s e m a s te r  and  m is tre s s . F o r tu n a te ly  th e re  w e re n 't  
q u ite  as m a n y  q u e s tio n s  on th is  o cc a s io n  b u t th e  p ro s p e c t 
d id  n o t b e co m e  any m o re  a u s p ic io u s  w h e n  w e  m is to o k  o u r  
H ead and  D e p u ty  H ead o f H o u se  fo r  m e m b e rs  o f th e  T h ird  
F o rm  on th e  f ir s t  e v e n in g 's  h o t c h o c o la te  g e t to g e th e r.
(In o u r  d e fe n c e  th o s e  w h o  k n o w  L isa  a n d  L o u is e  w i l l  
u n d e rs ta n d  h o w  th is  c o u ld  h a p pe n ).

T h is  y e a r s a w  th e  in a u g u ra l T h ird  F o rm  re tre a t.  The  
w e e k e n d  is  s p e n t g e tt in g  to  k n o w  one  a n o th e r  w h ils t  
c l im b in g  f i f t y  fo o t tre e s , b a la n c in g  p re c a r io u s ly  a to p  c ra te s , 
p a d d lin g  th ro u g h  ra p id s  and  te ll in g  th e  b e s t jo k e  you  kn o w  
in a b id  n o t to  be th ro w n  o u t o f th e  b o a t. Iro n ic a lly  th e  o n ly  
in ju ry  re s u lte d  fro m  a p il lo w  f ig h t  -  an a d v e n tu ro u s  and 
d a n g e ro u s  p u rs u it .

T he  m a jo r  e ve n t o f th e  a u tu m n  te rm  is  H o u se  m u s ic . The 
H ouse  c h o ir  e n c o m p a s s e s  th e  o ld e s t lag  in  th e  U p p e r S ix th  
a nd  th e  n e w e s t re c r u it  in  th e  T h ird  F o rm ; th e  a c c o m p lis h e d  
p e r fo rm e r  and  th e  s ta g e  nov ice , th o s e  w h o  can  s in g  to  
th o s e  w h o s e  e f fo r ts  a re  n o rm a lly  re s e rv e d  fo r  th e  sh o w e r. 
T h is  y e a r th e  c h o ir ,  c o m p r is in g  a p p ro x im a te ly  tw o  th ird s  o f 
th e  g ir ls  in  th e  H o u se , m e t u n d e r  th e  a r t is t ic  d ire c t io n  o f 
E m m a  G ord o n  and  u n d e r  th e  e n e rg e t ic  a t te n t io n s  and  
c h o re o g ra p h y  o f M e l K o ts e ro g lo u . To see  so  m a n y  in v o lv in g  
th e m s e lv e s  and  th e  fu n  th a t w a s  o b v io u s ly  had a lo n g  th e  
w a y  w a s  s u f f ic ie n t  re w a rd  in its e lf  a lth o u g h  th e  H o u se  c h o ir  
p r iz e  on th e  day w a s  a ls o  m o s t w e lc o m e . The  p re p a ra t io n  
fo r  H ouse  m u s ic  a ls o  p ro v id e d  one  o f o u r  p e rs o n a l h ig h  
p o in ts  o f th e  year. C hen J in  w a s  d e te rm in e d  to  p e r fo rm  w e ll 
in  th e  so lo  to  g ive  s o m e th in g  b a ck  to  th e  H o u se  in  h e r f in a l 
year. T he  d e d ic a tio n  w ith  w h ic h  sh e  p ra c t is e d  w a s 
in c re d ib le  b u t to  be tre a te d  to  a p r iv a te , p e rs o n a l 
p e r fo rm a n c e  o f h e r  p ie ce  in th e  c h a p e l w a s  a p le a s u re  w e 
w i l l  a lw a y s  c h e r is h .

H o t on th e  h e e ls  o f th e  H o u se  m u s ic  c o m p e tit io n  w a s  
S e n io r  In te r  H o u se  d ra m a . W o o d la n d s ' p e r fo rm a n c e  o f O u r 
Day O ut by W ill ie  R u s s e ll p ro v id e d  n o ta b le  p e r fo rm a n c e s  by 
P a m e la  G a r ra tt  and  Is h b e l M c F a r la n e . The  d ire c to rs ,  N ic o la  
B oyd, A lis o n  D ra n e  and  M h a ir i G illa n d e rs  fo u n d  th e  
d ip lo m a c y , c o m m a n d  a n d  s e n s it iv ity  re q u ire d  to  d ire c t  and 
p ro d u c e  th e  p ie ce  a s ig n if ic a n t  c h a lle n g e , b u t th e ir  
p e rs e v e ra n c e  w o n  th ro u g h  a n d  p ro d u ce d  a s tro n g  p lay.
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The s ilv e rw a re  th a t n o w  b e d e c k s  th e  W o o d la n d s  C o m m o n  
R oom  is  e v id e n c e  o f th e  s k i l l ,  c o m m itm e n t and 
d e te rm in a t io n  th a t th e  g ir ls  p u t in  to  b o th  th e  s p o r t in g  and 
a r t is t ic  c o m p e tit io n s . T h e re  a re  s im p ly  to o  m a n y  to  l is t  
th e m  a ll .  W in s  in  h o ckey , s w im m in g , n e tb a ll,  d e b a tin g  and 
ro u n d e rs  a re  b u t a few . H o w e ve r, p a r t ic u la r  m e n tio n  m u s t 
be m a d e  o f c ro s s  c o u n try  and  a th le t ic s  S ta n d a rd s . 
N o to r io u s ly  u n p o p u la r ,  o rg a n is in g  th e  te a m s  fo r  th e s e  
c o m p e tit io n s  is  a p o is o n e d  c h a lic e , b u t th is  y e a r  b o th  w e re  
e ffe c t iv e ly  a n d  e f f ic ie n t ly  o rg a n is e d  by A n n e  K e lly  a n d  E rin  
M o r is o n  re s p e c tiv e ly . T h e se  e v e n ts  a re  fu n d a m e n ta lly  
im p o r ta n t  a n d  a lth o u g h  m a n y  re lu c ta n t ly  ta k e  p a r t ,  th e  fa c t 
th a t m a n y  g ir ls  do i t  s o le ly  fo r  th e  H o u se  is  a te s ta m e n t to  
t h e ir  c h a ra c te r  and  g o o d w ill .  O u r s u c c e s s e s  in  w in n in g  th e  
ju n io r  c ro s s  c o u n try  and  in  p ro d u c in g  th e  c lo s e s t S ta n d a rd s  
re s u lt  in  re c e n t m e m o ry  (th e  T h ird  F o rm  w in n in g  th e ir  y e a r 
g ro u p  o u tr ig h t)  a re  a c re d it  to  e a ch  and  e ve ry  o n e  o f th e  
g ir ls  w h o  p itc h e d  up . A n y  te a m  is  o n ly  as g ood  as its  
re s e rv e s  a n d  th e  s p o r t in g  " s ta rs "  o f W o o d la n d s  have  been 
v e ry  a b ly  s u p p o r te d  by a h o s t o f ke e n  s p o r ts  p la y e rs .

T h is  y e a r  w e  in it ia te d  a H o u se  m u s ic  e ve n in g  and  w e re  
m o s t p le a s a n tly  s u rp r is e d  by th e  s u c ce ss  th a t it  p ro ve d  to  
be. L is a  a n d  L o u is e  h o s te d  th e  o cc a s io n  a n d  c o n tr ib u t io n s  
ra n g e d  fro m  s o lo s  to  g ro u p s  a n d  d u e ts . M an y w h o  do no t 
n o rm a lly  g ra c e  th e  s ta g e  to o k  p a r t  a n d  o u r  B ig  S p e n d e rs  
ro u n d e d  th e  e ve n in g  o ff  s p e c ta c u la r ly  if  a l i t t le  a n x io u s ly  
fo r  M r Tod. T h e  a r t  o f b u s k in g  a ls o  had  its  S tr a th a l la n  
in a u g u ra t io n  th a t e ve n in g  w ith  M a ry  S h a w  S te w a r t a d d in g  
to  h e r  o w n  c h a r i ta b le  fe a ts . T he  p a r t ic u la r ly  a m b it io u s  
m a ra th o n  ru n n in g  o f A n n e  K e lly , n o t to  m e n tio n  o u r  Fun 
R un p a r t ic ip a n ts  a n d  a b s e ile rs  have  a l l  d o n e  th e ir  b it  to  
e n s u re  th a t  W o o d la n d s  m a in ta in s  its  re p u ta tio n  fo r  th in k in g  
o f o th e rs .

In e v ita b ly  an a r t ic le  s u c h  as th is  can  o n ly  h ig h l ig h t  a fe w  
a re a s  and  m e n tio n  even  fe w e r  o f th e  g ir ls  w h o  have  a l l  
g ive n  so m u c h  to  m a k in g  a s u c ce ss  o f o u r  f i r s t  y e a r  in  th e  
H o u se . H e re , w e  have  c e le b ra te d  th e  p u b lic  su c ce ss e s  b u t 
th e re  a re  m a n y  p r iv a te  m o m e n ts  in  th e  H o u se  th a t d e s e rv e  
to  be re c o rd e d ; th e  L o w e r  S ix th  o ffe r in g  to  ta ke  
re s p o n s ib il ity  fo r  n a m in g  th e  " to d le t " ;  th e  fe rv o u r  and  
e x c ite m e n t o f b a ll p re p a ra t io n s  (M a d a m e  C ra n e  b e in g  th e  
m o s t e xc ite d  o f th e  lo t) ; th e  c h a o s  o f k itc h e n  p a in tin g  
(a p o lo g ie s  fo r  a l l  th e  c lo th e s  th a t  g o t co ve re d  in s te a d  o f th e  
w a lls )  a n d  th e  u n c a n n y  a b il i ty  o f th e  g ir ls  to  d e v o u r bacon  
ro l ls  o r  ic e -c re a m  a t a f r ig h te n in g  spe e d  a re  a l l  f ir m ty  
e tc h e d  in  th e  m e m o ry . W o o d la n d s  is  a h a p p y  a n d  h o m e ly  
p la c e  a n d  th is  w o u ld  n o t be th e  ca se  w e re  it  n o t fo r  th e  
e f fo r ts  o f o u r  d e d ic a te d  tu to rs ;  J a n e t and  h e r  h a rd w o rk in g  
te a m  and L isa , L o u is e  and  a th o u g h t fu l g ro u p  o f p re fe c ts , 
w h o  even  b ra ve d  b re a k fa s t to  s ig n  in  th e  ju n io rs .  U lt im a te ly  
it is  th e  g ir ls  th e m s e lv e s  w h o  have  m a d e  o u r  ro le  so  m u c h  
e a s ie r. We fe e l a g e n u in e  p r id e  in th e  re g a rd  and  
c o m p a s s io n  th e  g ir ls  s h o w  fo r  one  a n o th e r. T he  H o u se 's  
t ire le s s n e s s , its  g e n e ro s ity  an d , in d e e d , its  s p o n ta n e ity  has 
p ro ve n  to  be in v a lu a b le . T h a n k  you .

AT
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TH ERE IS A D IS T IN C T  D IFFE R E N C E  IN ATM O SPH ER E 
BETW EE N  TH E H EA D M A S TER  S M USIC  CONCERTS IN 
W IN TE R  A N D  IN S U M M E R . ALTHO U G H  SHO W C ASIN G  
T A L E N T  OF EQ U AL Q U A LITY  TH E JU N E  CONCERT HAS A 
LIG H TE R  FE E L W ITH  A GREATER PRO PO RTION OF PIECES 
FROM  A MORE P O PU LA R  REPERTO IR E.

It, a lso , in  re ce n t ye a rs , has co m e  to  co n ta in  sp o ken  p ieces.
In th is  co n te x t A m yce  S m ith -B a n n is te r  gave a ve ry  live ly  and 
a m u s in g  re n d e r in g  o f H ila ire  B e llo c 's  ca u tio n a ry  ta le , Jim, 
who ran away from his nurse and was eaten by a Lion. Ish b e l 
M cF a rla n e  and F loss ie  C a rp e n te r p re se n te d  a p iece  o f 
p h ys ica l th e a tre  fro m  Hannah and Hanna by Jo h n  R e tu lla c k , a 
c o n te m p o ra ry  tw o -h a n d e r  a b o u t th e  is su e  o f a sy lu m  se e ke rs .

M u s ic a l ite m s  w e re  s p re a d  a c ro s s  th e  h u g e  ra n g e  o f 
in s tru m e n ts  ta u g h t a t S tra th a lla n .  T h e  m o s t n a tu ra l 
in s t ru m e n t o f a ll ,  th e  vo ice , w a s  w e ll re p re s e n te d . P h ilip  
R oss, sang  Panis Angelicus, Tony P e tlic c i,  E lto n  J o h n 's  
Your Song, and  J a k e  S tre a t fe ild -J a m e s ,  in  h is  d u e t fro m  
Don G iovann i w ith  B ecky  J o h n s to n e , s h o w e d  th a t boys' 
s in g in g  a t S tr a th a lla n  is  f lo u r is h in g .  Th e y  w e re  m a tc h e d  
in  q u a lity  by th e  g ir ls ' p e r fo rm a n c e s  fro m  E m m a  G ordon  
and  V ick y  D ru m m o n d -H a y  in A Boy Like That f ro m  W est 
S ide  S to ry , th e  M u s ic a l d u e  to  re ce ive  th e  S tra th a lla n  
t re a tm e n t d u r in g  th e  c o m in g  te rm ; by B e c ky  J o h n s to n e  in 
h e r  so lo , Run to You by W h itn e y  H o u s to n  and  by C a tr io n a  
M a r t in  w ith  Somewhere over the Rainbow in  w h ic h  sh e  w a s 
a b ly  a cc o m p a n ie d  by N a ta s h a  S m ith  and  R ebecca  C h a lm e rs .

i i  . . .the fu ture  of S t ra th a l la n  music  
is in good hands. 55

In c h o ra l s in g in g  bo th  th e  ch a p e l and c h a m b e r c h o ir  revea led  
in p e rfo rm a n c e s  o f Zadoch the Priest (C h a p e ll and  0 Be 
Joyful in the Lord, Bohemian Rhapsody and th e  Cantique de 
Jean Racine (C h a m b e r) th a t th e ir  re g u la r  a p p e a ra n ce s  in 
c o n c e r ts  th ro u g h o u t th e  te rm  has led to  an im p ro v e m e n t in 
q u a lity  o f vo ice  and co n fid e n c e  o f p e rfo rm a n c e .

M ic h a e l S egaud  in an e x tra c t f ro m  V iv a ld i's  Four Seasons 
d is p la y e d  g re a t te c h n ic a l and  a r t is t ic  v ir tu o s ity .  S h o r t ly  
a f te r  th is  p e r fo rm a n c e  he jo in e d  H e le n  S u m m e rs g i ll ,
L isa  B u l l a n d  G eorge  M c W ill ia m s  in P a c h e lb e l's  Canon 
in D in  a v e rs io n  fo r  s t r in g  q u a r te t.

T h is  a ssu re d  p e rfo rm a n c e  w a s  one  o f a n u m b e r  e xa m p le s  of 
f in e  e n s e m b le  p la y in g . The R iley B and w ith  Loch Lomond 
show ed  th a t th e  fu tu re  o f S tra th a lla n  m u s ic  is  in  good hands. 
The  Jazz B and u n d e r th e  s k ille d  le a d e rs h ip  o f J im  M o rr ic e  
p layed  one o f h is  ow n p ieces , We've got something to say.

Tw o p o p u la r  e n s e m b le  p ie c e s  m a d e  a s t i r r in g  and  f it t in g  
f in a le  to  a v e ry  e n jo ya b le  e ve n in g , Schindler's List p la yed  by 
th e  W in d  B and  and  Moonlight Serenade by th e  o rc h e s tra .

IM c F
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A n yo n e  w h o  ha s had  a b ru s h  w ith  th e  m u s ic  d e p a r tm e n t 
o v e r th e  la s t  y e a r  w i l l  have  th a t  p h ra s e  'L e s  M is ... g e t o ve r 
i t '  r in g in g  in  th e ir  e a rs . Yes, it  w a s  a y e a r in  w h ic h  w e 
g ra p p le d , to ile d , w re s t le d  w ith  and  -  e v e n tu a lly  -  
c o n q u e re d , th a t  E ve re s t o f M u s ic a l T h e a tre  p ro d u c tio n s ;
Le s  M is e ra b le s . B lo o d , s w e a t a n d  te a rs  a s id e , th is  w a s  
in  e ve ry  w a y  a f u l l  s c h o o l p ro d u c t io n , w ith  p u p ils ,  s ta ff,  
re la t iv e s  a n d  f r ie n d s  in vo lve d  in m a n y  lo n g  d a ys  (and 
n ig h ts )  o f re h e a rs a ls ,  s e t p a in tin g , s ta g e  d e s ig n , vo c a l 
c o a c h in g , m a k e -u p  w o rk s h o p s , c h o re o g ra p h y ... a n d  th e  lik e . 
So e n o rm o u s  w a s  th e  c o n tr ib u t io n  o f e ve ry o n e  w h o  to o k  
p a r t  th a t th e  end  re s u lt  w a s , q u ite  f ra n k ly ,  e m o tio n a lly  
o v e rw h e lm in g  a n d  e n t ire ly  u n e x p e c te d . M r F itz s im m o n s ' 
re v ie w , e ls e w h e re  in  th is  m a g a z in e , g iv e s  a m u c h  m o re  
d e ta ile d  a c c o u n t o f th e  p ro d u c tio n , b u t it  w o u ld  be re m is s  
o f m e to  p a ss  up  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  c o n g ra tu la te  
w h o le h e a r te d ly  a n d  th a n k  a l l  o f th o s e  w h o  had  s o m e  ro le  in 
m a k in g  th is  th e  p ro d u c t io n  o f a l i fe t im e .  F r ie n d s h ip s  w e re  
m a d e , le s s o n s  w e re  le a rn e d , la te n t  la n d  p ro d ig io u s ) ta le n ts  
e m e rg e d  and  a l l  o f o u r  e x p e c ta t io n s  w e re  exce ed e d  in a 
q u ite  s p e c ta c u la r  w ay. W r it in g  th is  n o w , s o m e  m o n th s  on,
I a m  c o n t in u a l ly  s t r u c k  by a s p e c ts  o f th e  d e p a r tm e n t 's  w o rk  
w h ic h  have  been  a ffe c te d  by th e  e xp e r ie n c e  o f Les M is .
L ong  m a y  it  c o n tin u e .

O u r fo c u s  fo r  th e  y e a r w a s  n o t, h o w e v e r, e n t ire ly  t ie d  
to  Le s  M is e ra b le s ; le s s e r  m o r ta ls  in  o th e r  e d u c a t io n a l 
e s ta b lis h m e n ts  w o u ld  p e rh a p s  be h a p p y  to  p u t a l l  th e ir  
e n e rg y  in to  a m a jo r  p ro d u c t io n  o f th is  s o r t  b u t 
S tra th a l lia n s ,  w e  kn o w , c a n n o t re s is t  th e  c u t - a n d - th ru s t  o f 
h a v in g  m y r ia d  p ro je c ts  on th e  go a t once . So, an  a m b it io u s  
s c h e d u le  o f c o n c e r ts  in  and  o u t o f s c h o o l lo v e r  60 in a ll) ,  
a lo n g s id e  c o m p e tit io n s , m a s te rc la s s e s , p e r fo rm in g  and  
th e o re t ic a l e x a m in a t io n s  gave  th e m  s o m e th in g  to  c h a n n e l 
th e ir  e n e rg ie s  in to . A  m a jo r  p a r t  o f o u r  w o rk  w a s  a s e r ie s  
o f c o n c e r ts  in , and  w ith ,  th e  lo c a l c o m m u n ity :  in  th e  
A u tu m n  te rm  th e  C h a m b e r C h o ir  gave  a c o n c e r t  a t 
P o r tm o a k  n e a r  K in ro s s , la te r  in  th e  te rm  jo in in g  fo rc e s  w ith  
P it lo c h ry  &  D is t r ic t  C h o ra l S o c ie ty  to  p e r fo rm  B e n ja m in  
B r it te n 's  St N ic o la s  in  D u n k e ld  C a th e d ra l. A le x  B e e ts ch e n  
(F o rm  3) d is t in g u is h e d  h im s e lf  as Young N ic o la s , s in g in g  
h is  e th e re a l s o lo s  fro m  th e  o rg a n  g a lle ry . T h e  P ic k le d  Boys 
w e re  b ro u g h t to  li fe  by m e m b e rs  o f th e  C h a m b e r C h o ir, and  
a l l  w e re  a c c o m p a n ie d  by th e  S tra th e a rn  S in fo n ia  -  o u r  v e ry  
ow n  C h a m b e r O rc h e s tra  m a d e  up o f m u s ic  s ta f f  a n d  p u p ils . 
T h is  e n s e m b le  w a s  a t w o rk  a g a in  s h o r t ly  a f te rw a rd s  in  a 
c o n c e r t a t s c h o o l w h e re  th e y  p e r fo rm e d  M o z a rt 's  o v e r tu re  
to  The  M a r r ia g e  o f F ig a ro , h is  C la r in e t C o n c e rto  ( fe a tu r in g  
o u r  w o o d w in d  te a c h e r  M r N e il H a m ilto n  as s o lo is t)  and 
B e e th o v e n 's  S ym p h o n y  N o l . O th e r e v e n ts  in c lu d e d  
M a s te rc la s s e s  by M r R ob in  C o llv i l (p ian o ) a n d  M iss  
C a th e r in e  B a k e r (M u s ic  T h e a tre ), th e  H o u se  M u s ic  
C o m p e tit io n  (re v ie w  e ls e w h e re l,  C a ro ls  in  th e  C ity  a t 
S t J o h n 's  K ir k  and  th e  u s u a l ro u n d  o f c o n c e r ts ;  3 rd  &  4 th  
F o rm , R ile y  In fo rm a l C o n c e rts , H e a d m a s te r 's  M us ic .
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In th e  S p r in g  te rm , a lo n g s id e  re h e a rs a ls  fo r  th e  m u s ic a l 
p ro d u c tio n , th e  p o p u la r  s e r ie s  o f F r id a y  L u n c h t im e  
C o n c e rts , th e  M u s ic  S c h o la rs ' C o n c e rt, an O rc h e s tra l & 
E n s e m b le  C o n c e rt, and  a re c ita l S o o n e r o r  L a te r  g ive n  by 
C a th e r in e  B a k e r a n d  h e r  b and  (The G o rd o n  C re e  E n s e m b le ) 
e n h a n c e d  o u r  m u s ic a l e x p e r ie n c e s , as d id  a v is it  by 
s tu d e n ts  o f th e  R o ya l S c o tt is h  A c a d e m y  o f M u s ic  and  
D ra m a  (J u n io r  A ca d e m y ). O u r o w n  m u s ic ia n s  w h o  a tte n d  
th e  J u n io r  A c a d e m y  p la ye d  a lo n g s id e  th e ir  c o n te m p o ra r ie s  
in  a v a r ie d  c o n c e r t  o f in s t ru m e n ta l a n d  e n s e m b le  m u s ic .

W e began th e  S u m m e r te rm  by o p e n in g  th e  P e rth  F e s tiva l o f 
th e  A r ts  lu n c h t im e  co n c e r t s e r ie s  to  a packed  a u d ie n ce  in St 
Jo h n 's  K irk . M ore  F o rm  C o n ce rts  (5 th  &  6 th  F o rm ), th e  R iley 
Expo, a n o th e r  H e a d m a s te r 's  M us ic  and a c lu tc h  o f 'in fo rm a l' 
c o n c e r ts  m ad e  up a good p o rt io n  o f m u s ic -m a k in g  th is  te rm . 
H ow ever, th e  c ro w n in g  g lo ry  o f th e  te rm  has to  be th e  C h o ir 
T o u r to  B o lto n  A bb e y in Y o rksh ire  and N e w ca s tle  C a th e d ra l. A 
packed  a u d ie n ce  in B o lto n  A bbey w e lc o m e d  th e  C h a pe l & 
C h a m b e r C h o irs  w h o  gave a c o n c e rt as p a r t  o f th e  A bbey 's  
8 5 0 th  A n n iv e rs a ry  ce le b ra tio n s . The  h ig h lig h ts  o f th is  c o n c e rt 
w e re  m an y and va rie d  and th e  ve ry  o b v iou s  w a rm th  o f th e  
a u d ie n ce 's  a p p re c ia tio n  w a s  te s ta m e n t to  o u r  m u s ic ia n s ' 
d e d ica tio n  and  p ro fe s s io n a lis m .

T h e re  a re  a lw a ys  n e w  v e n tu re s  on th e  a g e n d a , a n d  th is  ye a r 
w a s  no d if fe re n t ;  M r W a lm s le y  p re p a re d  a s e r ie s  o f s e rv ic e s  
o f C h o ra l E vensong  in  C h a pe l, c e le b ra tin g  a n u m b e r  o f 
im p o r ta n t  l i tu r g ic a l e ve n ts  o ve r th e  c o u rs e  o f th e  y e a r and  
c u lm in a t in g  in th e  C h a p e l C h o ir 's  s in g in g  C h o ra l E vensong  
a t N e w c a s tle  C a th e d ra l as p a r t  o f th e  S u m m e r  to u r. T hese  
w e re  w e ll  re ce ive d  and  o f a q u a li ty  th a t w a s  q u ite  
o u ts ta n d in g , u s in g  m u s ic  ra n g in g  fro m  p la in s o n g  and  
re n a is s a n c e  p o ly p h o n y , th ro u g h  th e  18 th  and  19 th  
c e n tu r ie s , to  c o n te m p o ra ry  s e t t in g s  o f th e  c a n t ic le s . A lso , 
m a n y  p u p ils  e n jo ye d  g re a t s u c ce ss  w ith  th e  n e w  L o n do n  
C o lle g e  o f M u s ic  M u s ic  T h e a tre  e xa m s. O ve r tw o  dozen  
q u a li f ic a t io n s  w e re  g a in e d  by a v a r ie ty  o f p u p ils  a c ro s s  
m a n y  age  g ro u p s . P a r t ic u la r  c o n g ra tu la t io n s  go to  R ebecca  
J o h n s to n e  (U 6 th ) and  J o s h  W r ig h t  (U 6 th ) on b e in g  a w a rd e d  
th e  A s s o c ia te  d ip lo m a  (A LC M l.

T h a n k s , as a lw a y s , go to  th e  o u tg o in g  U p p e r 6 th  w h o  have , 
o v e r t h e ir  t im e  a t S tra th a l la n ,  g iv e n  u n s t in t in g ly  o f th e ir  
t im e  a n d  ta le n ts ;  e s p e c ia lly  to  G e orge  M c W ill ia m s  (L e a d e r 
o f th e  O rc h e s tra ) a n d  Ja ke  S tre a t fe i ld -J a m e s  (H ead  of 
C h o ir) . A ls o  to  M rs  L a u ra  Young and  M iss  S a ra  B e a to n  w h o  
leave  o u r  te a m  to  ta k e  f u l l - t im e  p o s ts  w ith  P e r th  &  K in ro s s  
M u s ic  S e rv ice .

On a f in a l n o te , w e  w e re  p r iv ile g e d  th a t,  fo r  a la rg e  p a r t  o f 
th e  y e a r, T re v o r S te v e n s  to o k  up  re s id e n c e  in  th e  h a llo w e d  
q u a r te rs  o f th e  M u s ic  D e p a r tm e n t.  T re v o r w a s  a 
c o n s u m m a te  a n d  e c le c t ic  m u s ic ia n  w h o  gave  m u c h  to  u s  a l l  
in  th e  d e p a r tm e n t o v e r h is  t im e  w ith  us -  n o t le a s t h is  g ood  
c o u n s e l, g ood  h u m o u r  a n d  fr ie n d s h ip .  We a re  th e  b e t te r  fo r  
ha v in g  had  h im  a m o n g  us.

N M  &  R C AW

the very  obvious w a r m th  of the au d ien c e ’s apprec ia t ion  was  
te s ta m e n t  to our m us ic ians ’ dedication and professional ism . 55
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I 'm  s u re  p e o p le  have  fu n  on s p o r ts  to u rs . I 'm  s u re  th a t  th e  
h o ck e y  g ir ls  had  a fa n ta s t ic  t im e  in  A u s tra lia .  I a m  n o t su re , 
h o w e v e r, th a t th e y  have  as m u c h  fu n  as is  in e v ita b le  on a 
c h o ir  to u r. W h e th e r  th e  t r ip  is  to  s o m e w h e re  m o n u m e n ta l 
lik e  V en ice  o r  q u ie t ly  b e a u t i fu l lik e  B o lto n  A bbey , p e o p le  
w h o  s in g  B yrd  have  m o re  fu n .

A f te r  th e  p e r fe c t e n jo y m e n t o f th e  I ta lia n  t r ip  in  2003, it  w a s  
p ro b a b ly  b e s t th a t  th e  to u r  th is  se s s io n  w a s  's o m e th in g  
c o m p le te ly  d if fe re n t ' s l ip p e d  in  a t th e  end  o f th e  year. It a ls o  
e n s u re d  th a t  w e  a l l  w o rk e d  r ig h t  to  th e  v e ry  end  o f te rm . 
T h a n k  you , M u s ic  D e p a r tm e n t.

T h o u g h  w e  t ra v e lle d  to  th e  N o r th  o f E n g la n d , fo r  one 
re a so n  o r  a n o th e r  lo n e  re a so n  b e in g  Y ork M in s te r  d o u b le  
b o o ke d  us a n d  a n o th e r  b e in g  w e  d id n 't  w a n t to  go th e re  
a n yw a y, so  th e re ],  th is  y e a r w e  sa n g  in  B o lto n  A bb e y  and 
N e w c a s tle  C a th e d ra l. In o rd e r  to  re m in d  us th a t M r 
M e tc a lfe  k n o w s  e ve ryo ne  in th e  w o r ld  la  s itu a tio n  th a t 
c o n t in u e s  to  be tru e  even w h e n  you  leave  S tra th a l la n )  b o th  
p la c e s  o f w o rs h ip  c o n ta in e d  lo ts  o f p e o p le  w h o  k n e w  o u r 
c h o irm a s te r  a n d  w e re  w il l in g ,  th o u g h  n o t q u ite  as w i l l in g  as 
w e  had  h o p ed , to  t e l l  us s to r ie s  o f th e  s tra n g e  n o n - 
P e r th s h ire  li fe  he o n ce  le d .

O u r tw o  p e r fo rm a n c e s , th o u g h  th e y  w e re  h e ld  on 
co n s e c u tiv e  days , w e re  v e ry  d if fe re n t  f ro m  o n e  a n o th e r.
W e sang  in B o lto n  A b b e y  in th e  e ve n in g , h a v in g  t ra v e lle d  a ll 
th e  w a y  fro m  F o rg a n d e n n y  th a t day. W e had been in v ite d  to  
s in g  as th e  c u lm in a t in g  p ie ce  in  th e ir  a n n iv e rs a ry  
c e le b ra tio n s . A fte r  a re h e a rs a l w e  co u ld  be fo u n d  on th e  
la w n  a d m ir in g  th e  v ie w  d e p ic te d  by a r t is ts  su ch  as J.M .W . 
T u rn e r, Jo h n  B ird  and  W ill ia m  M e llo r ,  o v e r th e  to p  o f p ile s  
o f y u m m ie s  la id  o u t fo r  us by lo c a l la d ie s .

A s fo r  th e  p e r fo rm a n c e , it  w a s  O lym p ic  in  s c a le  a n d  a b ility . 
T he  p ro g ra m m e  c o n ta in e d  a h u g e  v a r ie ty  o f m u s ic a l s ty le s  
in c lu d in g  o u r  fa v o u r ite  F a u re  and  Jo h n  ' i t  m ig h t be ch e e sy  
b u t you  k n o w  you  love  i t '  R u tte r . S t i l l  r id in g  on th e  
'L e s  M is e ra b le s ' w a ve , th e re  w e re  so lo s , d u e ts  a n d  w h o le  
c h o ru s  p ie c e s  fro m  th e  m u s ic a l,  as w e l l  as s o n g s  fro m  
'W e s t S ide  S to ry ',  in  a n t ic ip a t io n  o f n e x t s e s s io n 's  b ig  sh o w . 
H uge  p ro b le m s  ( lik e , e rm , la c k  o f s h e e t m u s ic ] w e re  s im p ly  
co n v e r te d  in to  s te p p in g  s to n e s  o n to  h ig h e r  th in g s . T h o se  
s u f fe r in g  fro m  e n d -o f - te rm  p o s t-e x a m  f lu  m a n a g e d  to  
e xe c u te  p ie c e s  w ith  th e  s y m p a th y  and  c h a ra c te r  re q u ire d  
to  re d u ce  th e  a u d ie n c e  to  te a rs .  S o m e o n e  w a s  even m ad 
e n o u g h  to  g e t up and  do a S co ts  p o e m  in f ro n t  o f d o ze n s  o f 
E n g lis h  fa ce s , a l l  o f w h o m  th o u g h t it  w a s  ’v e ry  good . Of 
c o u rs e  I d id n 't  have  th e  fo g g ie s t w h a t you w e re  on a b o u t '.  It 
is  fa ir  to  say  th a t a l l  n in e  o f th e  M u se s  g ra ce d  th e  A bb e y 
th a t n ig h t.

W ith  s u c h  ta le n t  on o f fe r  and  th e  c o n tin u e d  e n jo y m e n t o f 
th e  a u d ie n c e  it  is  e a sy  to  u n d e rs ta n d  w h y  th e  c o n c e r t, 
in c lu d in g  in te rv a l,  la s te d  a b o u t th re e  h o u rs . T h is  w a s  n o t 
a p ro b le m ; e ve ry o n e  had a g re a t t im e  s h o w -c a s in g  S c o tla n d  
so w o n d e r fu lly .  H o w e v e r, w e  d id  have  to  go b a ck  to  York 
th a t n ig h t and  th e n  to  N e w c a s tle  th e  n e x t m o rn in g  I B o lto n  
A bb e y  -  Y ork -  N e w c a s tle  is  a s h o r t - c u t  l i t t le  u se d  by 
h o lid a y -m a k e rs , m a in ly  b e ca u se  it 's  n o t s h o r t) .

A f te r  a ru n - th ro u g h  o f o u r  fa v o u r ite s  in  th e  A bb e y , in 
N e w c a s tle  C a th e d ra l w e  w e re  s in g in g  an e ve n so n g  w ith  a ll 
th e  f ix e d  p ie c e s  a n d  p s a lm s  th a t th a t in c lu d e s . A s a s e rv ic e  
had been  h e ld  in  th e  b u ild in g  fo r  Rev. S te p h e n s  o n ly  w e e k s  
b e fo re , w e  w e re  p ro u d  to  p re s e n t th e  sa c re d  p ro g ra m m e  
b e fo re  a c o n g re g a tio n  o f th e  fa ith fu l.

The  to u r  w a s  v e ry  s h o r t  b u t ve ry  s w e e t, o u r  e n jo y m e n t 
s im p ly  m o re  c o n c e n tra te d  ra th e r  th a n  re d u ce d . T he  o n ly  
d is a d v a n ta g e  w a s  th a t ju s t  as w e  s o m e h o w  m a n a g e d  to 
b e co m e  even  m o re  a tta c h e d  to  o u r  fe llo w  c h o r is te rs  so m e  
o f o u r  n u m b e r ,  th ro u g h  th e  m is fo r tu n e  o f b e in g  U p p e r 
S ix th , w e re  fo rc e d  to  leave  sc h o o l.

Oh de a r, I'd  b e tte r  s to p  b e fo re  I s ta r t  to  o ve rta k e  M r R u tte r  on 
th e  co rn  sca le . I d o n 't th in k  I can p u ll it  o ff th e  w a y he does.

Is h b e l M c F a r la n e ,  W o o d la n d s  U p p e r  S ix th

2 8 | C H O I R
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N A T I O N A L  YOUTH CHOI R  
OF S C O T L A N D

B LO W N  AW AY BY TH E  W IN D Y  CITY

C h ica g o  is  a b s o lu te ly  e n o rm o u s  in  e ve ry  w a y  p o s s ib le , b u t 
no fu n  if  75%  o f y o u r  b e lo n g in g s  a re  lo s t d u e  to  th e  
b re a k d o w n  o f a H e a th ro w  b a g g a g e  c a ro u s e l.  U n fo r tu n a te ly  
th is  w a s  e x a c tly  w h a t h a p p e n e d  to  h a lf  o f th e  N a t io n a l Youth 
C h o ir  o f S c o tla n d  w h e n  w e  to u re d  to  C h ica g o  to  p e r fo rm  an 
a s s o r tm e n t o f c h o ra l w o rk s  in c lu d in g  B e n ja m in  B r it te n 's  
'W a r R e q u ie m ' a n d  W ill ia m  W a lto n 's  'B e ls h a z z a r 's  F e a s t'. 
O u r f i r s t  c u m u la t iv e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  w a s  
th e  im m ig ra t io n  d e sk , a s im p le  o b s ta c le  to  ta c k le , w h ic h  
y o u rs  t r u ly  m a n a g e d  to  co c k  up . H a v ing  a r r iv e d  a t th e  Youth  
H o s te l w e  tru d g e d  o ff  th ro u g h  th e  c ity  in  s e a rc h  o f o u r  
re s ta u ra n t,  La S tra d a . F in a lly , a t w h a t fe lt  l ik e  fiv e  o 'c lo c k  
th e  fo llo w in g  m o rn in g  I f e l l  a s le e p , o n ly  to  w a k e  up th re e  
h o u rs  la te r  w h e n  m y  b o d y c lo c k  d e c id e d  th a t  it  w a s n 't  tw o  
in th e  m o rn in g , b u t in  fa c t e ig h t. O ve r th e  fo llo w in g  w e e k  
w e  w o rk e d  h a rd  a t im p ro v in g  o u r  re n d it io n  o f B e ls h a z z a r 's  
F e a st a lo n g  w ith  th e  G ra n t P a rk  F e s tiv a l C h o ru s , o u r  h o s ts .

M il le n n iu m  P a rk , b u ilt  on to p  o f a g ia n t m a rs h a ll in g  ya rd  
c o n ta in s  th re e  m a in  fe a tu re s . F irs t  is  th e  fo u n ta in : tw o  
g ia n t cu b o id s , s ta n d in g  on end  fa c in g  e a ch  o th e r  w ith  th ir ty  
m e tre s  s e p a ra tin g  th e m , w a te r  p o u r in g  d o w n  th e  s id e s  
in to  an u n d e rg ro u n d  re s e rv o ir ,  le a v in g  h a lf  an  in c h  on th e  
g ro u n d . On th e  fa c in g  s id e s  o f th e s e  c u b o id s  a re  p ro je c te d  
g ia n t fa ce s , w h ic h  p e r io d ic a lly  s p it w a te r  o n to  th e  e xp e n s ive  
c a m e ra s  o f Ja p a n e se  to u r is ts .  T he  m e rc u ry  b lo b , o r  th e  
co ffe e  bean  as it  is  o f f ic ia l ly  kn o w n  is  fa ir ly  s e lf  e x p la n a to ry , 
i t 's  s u rfa c e  h ig h ly  p o lis h e d  so  as to  re f le c t th e  c ity  and  
p a s s e rs  by. The  o u td o o r  s ta g e  its e lf ,  o u r  c o n c e r t ve n u e , 
w a s  p a n e lle d  w ith  h ig h ly  p o lis h e d  s ta in le s s  s te e l and  b u ilt  
in  su ch  a w a y  as to  s u g g e s t a p iece  o f t in  fo il ,  c ru m p le d  up 
a nd  th ro w n  in  th e  c o rn e r  o f a ro o m . The  s tra n g e  o ffs h o o ts  
a ro u n d  th e  s ta g e  w e re  a p p a re n tly  d e s ig n e d  to  re f le c t w h ite  
n o is e  b a ck  in to  th e  c ity . T he  o u td o o r  th e a tre  w a s  b u il t  w ith  
s e a tin g  fo r  f ive  th o u s a n d , s e a tin g  fo r  a fu r th e r  seven 
th o u s a n d  be in g  on th e  g ra ss  b e h in d . T h is  T ita n ic  s ta g e  
m a d e  fo r  h a ir - ra is in g  p e r fo rm a n c e s  o f 'B e ls h a z z a r ' and 
'W a r R e q u ie m ', th e  c o m b in e d  sy m p h o n y  o rc h e s tra  and  one 
h u n d re d  and  fo r ty  s in g e rs  p ro d u c in g  an u n fo rg e tta b le  so u n d .

S t i l l ,  it  w a s n 't  a l l  h a rd  g r in d , A ndy , K a tr io n a  a n d  I s p e n t a 
w h o le  a fte rn o o n  in th e  L ego  s h o p  w h e re  w e  c o n s tru c te d  a 
sc a le  m o d e l o f th e  F o rth  Road B r id g e , a n d  h e lp fu lly  
in fo rm e d  p e o p le  th a t  w e  w e re n 't  in  fa c t f ro m  San F ra n c is c o  
b u t S c o tla n d . A n o th e r  g le e fu l d a y  w a s  s p e n t g o in g  ro u n d

th e  zoo , a n d  c o m m e n tin g  lo u d ly  th a t  th e  A rm a d il lo  
s p e c im e n s  w e re  im p re s s iv e , b u t n o t as la rg e  as th e  o n e s 
fo u n d  n a tiv e ly  a ro u n d  B irm in g h a m  a n d  M a n c h e s te r. A s  w e 
had  to  p ro v id e  fo r  o u rs e lv e s  d u r in g  th e  e v e n in g s  w e  to u re d  
a s e le c t io n  o f re s ta u ra n ts  in c lu d in g  an I r is h  Pub, 
B e n n ig a n s , w h o s e  s ir lo in  s te a k  I h e a r t ily  re c o m m e n d . It 
w a s , lik e  m a n y  th in g s  in  A m e r ic a , e n o rm o u s . S p e c ia l 
m e n t io n  m u s t a ls o  go to  R a c h e l w h o , t ir e d  o f s h i lly  
s h a lly in g  a ro u n d  in  th e  r e ta il p a ra d is e  o f M ic h ig a n  A ve n u e, 
d e c id e d  to  v is i t  lo ts  o f m u s e u m s .

On o u r  d e p a r tu re , k in d ly , h e lp fu l ty p e s  f ro m  th e  
'D e p a r tm e n t o f H o m e la n d  S e c u r ity ' m a d e  s u re  th a t 
b a g g a g e  c h e c k - in  w a s  a s t r e s s - f r e e  a n d  h a p py  e x p e rie n c e . 
F o r R a ch e l, d is c o v e r in g  th a t  BA had  c a n c e lle d  o u r  f l ig h t  
w a s  o n e  th in g , b u t h a v in g  h e r  bag  o p e n e d  and  h e r  n e w  
m a k e -u p  ch e c k e d  fo r  h id d e n  p la s t ic  e x p lo s iv e  w a s  q u ite  
a n o th e r. O u r F l ig h t  w a s  c a n c e lle d  d u e  to  s t r ik e  a c tio n  in  
H e a th ro w , so  BA q u ite  c o u r te o u s ly  t ra n s fe r re d  u s  o n to  a 
d ire c t  A m e r ic a n  A ir l in e s  f l ig h t  to  G la sg o w , w ith o u t  te l l in g  
th e  o th e r  p a s s e n g e rs . We a rr iv e d  h o m e  to  f in d  S c o tla n d  
re a s s u r in g ly  o v e rc a s t and  d re a ry .

J a k e  S t r e a t fe i ld - J a m e s
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TH E PIPE B A N D  HAS HAD ANO TH ER  BUSY AND  
SUC CESSFUL YEAR, W IN N IN G  A TOTAL OF Ub PRIZES A N D  
AW ARDS. TH E AW ARD W IN N IN G  BEGAN DURING THE 
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS W ITH  PIPE M AJOR CARIN MUNRO 
W IN N IN G  BOTH THE MARCH A N D  TH E STRATHSPEY AND  
R EEL SECTIONS AT G LE N IS LA  H IG H LAN D  GAMES. ADAM  
M ICH IE  W ON A TOTAL OF SEVEN PRIZES (IN C LU D IN G  THREE 
FIRSTS) AT TH E H A LK IR K  H IG H LAN D  GAMES, TH E B IR N A M  
H IG H LAN D  GAMES A N D  G LE N IS LA  H IG H LAN D  GAMES.

C a rin  w a s  c h o s e n  to  re p re s e n t th e  D u n de e , P e r th  &  A n g u s  
B ra n c h  o f T he  R o ya l S c o tt is h  P ipe  B and  A s s o c ia tio n  in th e  
n a t io n a l W il l ia m  F e rg u ss o n  M e m o r ia l C o m p e tit io n  a g a in s t 
th e  b e s t yo u n g  p la y e rs  fro m  a l l  o v e r th e  B r it is h  Is le s , she  
p e r fo rm e d  v e ry  w e l l  to  f in is h  in  s ix th  p la c e  o v e ra ll.

L a c h ie  S te w a r t  d id  h is  b it  fo r  R u th ve n  H ouse  w h e n  he 
p la yed  as so lo  p e r fo rm e r  fo r  th e m  a t th e  H o u se  M u s ic  
C o m p e tit io n .

T he  b and  th e n  w o n  th ird  p r iz e  in  th e  S c o tt is h  S c h o o ls ' 
Q u a rte t P ip in g  C h a m p io n s h ip s , h e ld  th is  y e a r  a t 
G le n a lm o n d .

C a rin  a g a in  m a d e  an e x c e lle n t jo b  o f th e  L a m e n t on 
R e m e m b ra n c e  Day.

A t The  B la irg o w r ie  c o m p e tit io n , T he  D u n de e , P e r th  and 
A n g u s  B ra n c h  o f th e  R o ya l S c o tt is h  P ip e  B and  A s s o c ia tio n , 
e ig h t p r iz e s  w e re  w o n . T h e se  w e re  C a rin  w ith  T he  K em p  
T ro p h y , f i r s t  in  th e  s e n io r  m a rc h , S tra th s p e y  a n d  R e e l; she  
th e n  w e n t on to  w in  The  R o ya l H o te l S h ie ld  as f i r s t  p r iz e  in  
th e  Open J ig  C o m p e tit io n . Tom  F le m in g  w o n  The 
B u ll io n f ie ld  C up as f i r s t  p r iz e  in  th e  J u n io r  D ru m m in g . N ic k  
M il la r  w o n  The 5 1 s t H ig h la n d  D iv is io n  T ro p h y  as f i r s t  p r iz e  
in  no v ice  d ru m m in g ,  K it H a yw a rd  w a s  p la c e d  s ix th  in  no v ice  
p ip in g , D u n ca n  L a w so n , h a v in g  m oved  to  th e  o pen  e ve n ts  
to o k  a w e l l  d e se rv e d  se co nd  p r iz e  in  th e  In te rm e d ia te  
M a rch , S tra th s p e y  a n d  R ee l. A d a m  M ic h ie  c o n tin u e d  h is  
w in n in g  w a ys  w ith  se c o n d  p r iz e  in  th e  J u n io r  M a rch  and  
fo u r th  in  th e  In te rm e d ia te  J ig  s e c tio n s . A  g ood  d a y 's  w o rk  
a l l  ro u n d !

T he  C ra ig m o u n t H ig h  S c h o o l S o lo  P ip in g  C h a m p io n s h ip  
ca m e  n e x t, fo u r  p r iz e s  fo llo w e d . C a rin  w a s  n a m e d  
C h a m p io n  Lady P ip e r, w in n in g  The  M ina  H u tch e o n  
M e m o r ia l T ro p h y  as h e r  p r iz e , sh e  w o n  th is  by ta k in g  th ird  
p r ize , The  P o lk e m m e t S h ie ld , in  th e  S e n io r  P io b a ire a c h d  
a n d  fo u r th  p r iz e  in  th e  S e n io r  M a rch , S tra th s p e y  and  R ee l. 
A d a m  w o n  f i f th  p r iz e  in  th e  13 -1 5  y e a rs  M a rch , S tra th s p e y  
and  R e e l s e c tio n  a t h is  f i r s t  a t te m p t in  th e  s e n io r  c la s s e s .

In J a n u a ry , s ix te e n  p r iz e s  w e re  w o n  a t The  Vale o f A th o l l 
S o lo  P ip in g  a n d  D ru m m in g  C o m p e tit io n . C a rin  to o k  fo u r  o f 
th e s e , se c o n d  in th e  P io b a ire a c h d , fo u r th  in  th e  M a rch , 
S tra th s p e y  and  R ee l, th ird  in  D re ss  & D e p o r tm e n t and  s ix th  
in  th e  J ig  s e c tio n . A d a m  w a s  th ird  in  th e  J u n io r  J ig  and 
fo u r th  in  th e  J u n io r  P io b a ire a c h d . L a c h ie  S te w a r t w a s 
p la c e d  s ix th  in  th e  N o v ice  P ip in g  a n d  A n d re w  O 'D o n n e ll w o n  
s ix th  p r iz e  in  th e  C h a n te r c o m p e tit io n  a t h is  f i r s t  a t te m p t.  
O u r d ru m  c o rp s  d e c id e d  n o t to  le t th e  p ip e rs  ta k e  a l l  th e  
g lo ry  on th e  day!

D ru m  S e rg e a n t Tom  F le m in g  w o n  The F is h e rs ' H o te l S h ie ld  
as f i r s t  p r iz e  in  th e  J u n io r  S olo  D ru m m in g , th e n  h a v ing  been 
in v ite d  to  p la y  in  th e  s e n io r  e ve n t; he w o n  th a t as w e ll,  h is  
p rize  be in g  The  E rh a rd  P e n k e r C up! N ic k  M il la r ,  fo llo w in g  
To m 's  e xa m p le , to o k  th ird  p r ize  in th e  ju n io r  even t, th e n  
w e n t one  b e tte r , to  ta ke  second  p riz e  in  th e  S e n io r S olo  
D ru m m in g . L a u ra  M ack ie  and  O liv e r S te ve nso n , n o t to  be 
o u t done , to o k  fo u r  p r iz e s  in th e  T e n o r D ru m m in g  s e c tio n s . 
L a u ra  to o k  second  p riz e  in b o th  th e  N ovice  s e c tio n  and  in th e  
S e n io r se c tio n  w h ile  O liv e r w o n  fo u r th  p r iz e  in  th e  N ovice 
se c tio n  and  f if th  p r ize  in  th e  J u n io r  s e c tio n . T he  p ip e rs ' had 
b e tte r  "w atch  th e ir  b a c k s !” A n o th e r  good d ay 's  w o rk !

S econd  p r iz e  in  th e  S c o tt is h  S c h o o ls ' P io b a ire a c h d  
C h a m p io n s h ip s  fo r  C a rin  k e p t S tra th a l la n 's  n a m e  
to  th e  fo re .

A t th e  c o m p e tit io n  o rg a n is e d  by G e orge  W a ts o n 's  C o lle g e , 
S tr a th a l la n  w o n  tw o  p r iz e s  in  th e  s o lo  p ip in g  e ve n ts ; A d a m  
to o k  se c o n d  p r iz e  in th e  J u n io r  S e c tio n  w h ile  C a rin  w a s  
p la c e d  f i f th  in  th e  S e n io r  S e c tio n .
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A t th e  G la sg o w  H ig h la n d  C lu b  S c h o o ls ' C o m p e tit io n  th is  
y e a r, w e  w e re  n o t in  a p o s it io n  to  p u t th e  b and  in to  th e  
c o m p e tit io n  d u e  to  a la c k  o f e x p e r ie n c e d  p ip e rs . W e d id  
have  s o m e  s o lo is ts  th o u g h  w h o  k e p t o u r  n a m e  “ in  th e  
f ra m e " .  C a rin  a g a in  p la ye d  v e ry  w e l l  to  w in  fo u r th  p r iz e  in 
th e  S e n io r  M a rch , S tra th s p e y  a n d  R ee l.

T h e  b and  w a s  a b le  to  co m p e te  a t T he  S c o tt is h  
C h a m p io n s h ip s  a t D u m b a rto n  th is  y e a r, b u t w ith  a v e ry  
s m a ll b and  in te rm s  o f n u m b e rs . T h e y  p la ye d  w e ll  to  f in is h  
in  e ig h th  p la c e  fro m  an  e n try  o f tw e n ty  tw o  b a n d s . T h is  w a s  
re m a rk a b le  c o n s id e r in g  th e  m in im u m  n u m b e r  o f p la y e rs  
w e  c o u ld  f ie ld  a n d  th a t  Ian  T o u rn e y  w a s  p la y in g  in h is  f i r s t  
c o m p e tit io n , h a v in g  o n ly  s ta r te d  le a rn in g  in  S e p te m b e r 
2003. W e ll d o n e  Ian ! S pe e ch  Day th is  y e a r  s a w  a good 
d is p la y  fro m  th e  b a n d  on th e  la w n . A  la rg e  g ro u p  o f n e w  
p ip e rs  m a rc h e d  on to  s h o w  o ff  th e ir  n e w  s k il ls ,  fo r  a 
s p ir ite d  re n d it io n  o f The  P ip e r 's  P ra ye r, T he  S kye  B o a t S ong 
a n d  L o ch  R a n no ch  as o u r  t r ib u te  to  th e  la te  R eve re n d  
T re v o r S te ve n . W ith  lo ts  o f p ra c tic e , w e  h o p e  m o s t o f th e m  
w i l l  be a b le  to  p la y  th e  w h o le  d is p la y  n e x t year.

O u r la s t  b ig  c o m p e tit io n  o f th e  y e a r w a s  The  S c o tt is h  
S c h o o ls ' C h a m p io n s h ip s  h e ld  th is  y e a r  a t M e rc h is to n  C a s tle  
S c h o o l in  E d in b u rg h . C a rin  w o n  a s h ie ld  fo r  ta k in g  se co nd  
p r iz e  in  th e  S e n io r  S o lo  P ip in g  C h a m p io n s h ip . D ru m  
S e rg e a n t Tom  F le m in g  w e n t "o n e  b e t te r "  by w in n in g  The  
G e orge  B ra id  M e m o r ia l C up a n d  b e in g  n a m e d  In te rm e d ia te  
S oto  D ru m m in g  C h a m p io n . He w o n  T h e  J u n io r  
C h a m p io n s h ip  la s t y e a r, a re  w e  on th e  w a y  to  a n o th e r  
tre b le ?  (C a rin  w o n  th e  ju n io r ,  in te rm e d ia te  a n d  s e n io r  
p ip in g  c h a m p io n s h ip s  in  co n s e c u tiv e  y e a rs )!
C o n g ra tu la tio n s  Tom !

O u r la s t e ve n t o f th e  y e a r  w a s  o u r  so lo  p ip in g  and  
d ru m m in g .  T he  m a jo r  w in n e rs  w e re  as fo llo w s :  M os t 
Im p ro v e d  D ru m m e r  -  Ian T o u rn e y ; N o v ice  D ru m m in g  -  Ian 
T o u rn e y ; J u n io r  D ru m m in g  -  Tom  F le m in g ;

B ass a n d  T e n o r D ru m m in g  -  O liv e r S te v e n s o n ; M os t 
Im p ro v e d  P ip e r -  A n g u s  S te p h e n s o n ; M os t Im p ro v e d  
C h a n te r P la y e r -  S a m a n th a  G ray ; C h a n te r  -  K irs ty  H ay; 
N o v ice  P ip in g  -  M ic h a e l C a ch ia ; J u n io r  P ip in g  -  A d a m  
M ic h ie ; S e n io r  P ip in g , P io b a ire a c h d , H o rn p ip e  &  J ig -  C a rin  
M u n ro ; B e s t C o n tr ib u t io n  to  th e  b and  -  R ic h a rd  Q u ib e ll.

The  so lo  c o n te s t f in is h e d  w ith  u s  sa y in g  g o o d b ye  to  a 
n u m b e r  o f p la y e rs  w h o  have  b e e n  lo y a l to  th e  band 
th ro u g h o u t  th e ir  t im e  a t S tra th a l la n .  Th e y a re  C a r in  M u n ro , 
L a u ra  M a c k ie , R ic h a rd  Q u ib e ll a n d  L a c h ie  S te w a r t.  C a r in  in  
p a r t ic u la r  ha s  a lm o s t  s in g le  h a n d e d  k e p t o u r  n a m e  to  th e  
fo re , w in n in g  p r iz e s  a t a lm o s t  e ve ry  c o n te s t in  w h ic h  sh e  
ha s  ta k e n  p a r t .  L a u ra  h a s  b een  o u r  b a ss  d ru m m e r  fo r  m a n y  
y e a rs  w ith  R ic h a rd  a n d  L a c h ie  d o in g  th e ir  b it  to  k e e p  th e  
b a n d  t ic k in g  o v e r fo r  a n u m b e r  o f y e a rs . We w is h  th e m  
e ve ry  s u c ce ss  in  th e  fu tu re .

We lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  th e  c h a lle n g e s  o f n e x t year.
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SO W H A T W AS TH AT A L L  A BO U T?

NO P R O B L E M !’ S AID  TH E  S H IP 'S  C AP TA IN  (SAM  S M ITH )
AS DOUGHTY N ARRATO R, I 'L L  T E L L  YOU.'

In  I l ly r ia -o n  Sea c irc a  1959, lo v e -s ic k  D u ke  O rs in o  (Tom  
H ine) o f b e a ch  h u t n u m b e r  31 a d o re d  v irg in a l L a d y O liv ia  
( Is h b e l M c F a rla n e ) . She, h o w e v e r, had  ta k e n  a sh in e  to  
e va s ive  C e s a rio  (V icky  D ru m m o n d -H a y l,  w h o  h a p p e n e d  to  
be a g ir l ,  V io la , d is g u is e d  as a boy. T h is  c ro s s -d re s s in g  
m a d e  it  d e lic io u s ly  a w k w a rd  to  h a n d le  th e  p a ss io n  h e /s h e  
d e ve lo p e d  fo r  D uke  O rs in o , w h ile  t ry in g  to  fe n d  o ff  Lady 
O liv ia ...

A s  if  th a t  w e re n 't  e n o u g h , f i r s t  Feste , th e  f l ig h ty  F o o l (A lex 
B e e ts c h e n ], th e n  o u tra g e o u s ly  d ru n k e n  S ir  Toby (T hom  
G ray ], r id ic u lo u s  S ir  A n d re w  (J a m ie  M o r r is o n ] a n d  f in a l ly  
L a d y O liv ia  h e rs e lf  th o u g h t th a t  n e w ly -a r r iv e d  s ta lw a r t  
S e b a s tia n  (S ean M u rra y ) w a s  C e s a rio , as he a n d  V io la  
lo o k e d  so a lik e  (b e in g , a s  th e y  w e re , lo n g - lo s t  s ib lin g s ) .

You ge t th e  d r if t?  No w o n d e r S eb a s tia n  e xc la im e d  'O r am  I 
m ad, o r  e lse  th is  is  a d re a m ' as O liv ia  h u rr ie d  h im  to  th e  a lta r !

J u s t to  add  to  th e  c o n fu s io n , O liv ia 's  b e a ch  h u t (n u m b e r  13] 
w a s  th e  s o u rc e  o f a h ila r io u s  s u b -p lo t  in  w h ic h  h e r  fe is ty  
m a id , M a r ia  (F lo s s ie  C a rp e n te r)  t r ic k e d  m a g n if ic e n t ly  
p o m p o u s  M a lv o lio  (Jake  S tre a t fe ild -J a m e s )  in to  th in k in g  
th a t  L a d y O liv ia , h is  e m p lo y e r, w o u ld  ta k e  h im  to  h e r  b o so m  
if  he c h a n g e d  h is  im a g e  ju s t  a ta d  by p u t t in g  on s m ile s  and  
ly e s !] y e llo w  c ro s s -g a r te re d  s to c k in g s . F ab ian , th e  c h e e ky  
c h e f (M a lc o lm  F ra s e r), c o u ld  h a rd ly  c o n ta in  h is  g le e  as 
M a r ia 's  'lo v e - le t te r  in  th e  s a n d ' to o k  e ffe c t a n d  th e  a m o ro u s  
b u t le r  w a s  c e r t i f ie d  in s a n e .

L a u g h ?  I n e a r ly  w e p t!

Yet so o n , in  c o n tra s t  to  th e  s im p e r in g  h a p p y -e v e r -a fte rs  
(O liv ia  n 'S e b a s tia n ; O rs in o  n 'V io la ], th e  m e r c i fu l ly  re p r ie v e d  
M a lv o lio  w e n t s to rm in g  o u t w ith  ' I ' l l  be re ve n g e d  on th e  
w h o le  p a ck  o f yo u '. T h is  b ro u g h t th e  p la y  to  a s o b e r in g  end , 
d e e p e n e d  by th e  h a u n t in g  s in g in g  o f F e s te 's  fa re w e ll,  'T h e  
R a in  It R a in e th  E ve ry  D ay'.

The  fe s t iv a l o f fu n  w a s  o v e r a n d  re a l li fe  w a s  on its  w ay...

S h a k e s p e a re  m ig h t  have  been  a l i t t le  s u rp r is e d  by th e  
in n o v a tio n s  m a d e  to  th e  te x t by T ra ce y  I r is h , w h o  w ro te  th e  
a d a p ta tio n  fo r  th e  C a re l P re ss , a n d  by M rs . M a c F a r la n e 's  
im a g in a t iv e  s e a s id e  s e tt in g , b u t th e  a c to rs  conveyed  
c h a ra c te rs  tru e  to  th e  o r ig in a ls  a n d  th e  th e m e  o f th e  p la y  
w a s  in ta c t.  In d e e d , th e  c o n v in c in g  1950s ' c o s tu m in g , p lu s  
M r T h o m p s o n 's  to n  o f sand  on s ta g e  and  f in e  c o m ic  
p e r fo rm a n c e s  by s u c h  a la rg e  c a s t, m a d e  th e  p la y  
a c c e s s ib le  and  e n jo ya b le  fo r  b o th  o ld  a n d  yo u n g , a s  th e  
a p p re c ia t io n  o f in v ite d  p r im a ry  s c h o o l a u d ie n c e s  re ve a le d . 
C o n g ra tu la tio n s  to  a l l  fo r  p u tt in g  on su ch  a w o r th w h ile  
e v e n in g 's  e n te r ta in m e n t as th is  y e a r 's  s c h o o l p lay.

E M A
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It is  h a rd  to  b e lie ve  th a t th e  s to ry  o f Jean  V a ljean , E pon ine , 
M a r iu s  and  Ja ve rt, and  th e  s tru g g lin g  p o o r o f P a r is  is bu t 
a s p r ig h t ly  142 ye a rs  o ld . Its  ta le  o f good and  ev il, t r iu m p h  
o ve r a d ve rs ity , and  th e  in n a te  k in d n e s s  o f one  m an  is  ju s t  as 
re le v a n t to d ay  a s -it w a s  fo r  th e  p e o p le  o f p o s t-re v o lu tio n a ry  
F rance  and  A m e ric a  o f th e  19th  C en tu ry. W hen  Les M is e ra b le s  
w a s  p u b lish e d  by V ic to r  H ugo in B ru s s e ls  in  1862, th e  c r it ic s  
pa nned  it, th e  F rench  g o v e rn m e n t banned  it, b u t p o p u la r  
a d u la tio n  m ade  i t  a b e s t s e lle r ,  no t o n ly  in H u g o 's  na tive  
F rance , b u t a ls o  a m o n g  th e  C o n fe d e ra te s  o f th e  A m e rica n  
C iv il W a r w h o  a p p a re n tly  're a d  it  v o ra c io u s ly '.  H ugo w a s 
in i t ia l ly  s u rp r is e d  by th e  b o o k 's  ru n a w a y  success , th o u g h  
he had w r it te n  'I d o n 't k n o w  if it w i l l  be read by eve ryone , 
b u t it  is  m e a n t fo r  eve ryone . It a d d re sse s  ... th e  re p u b lic s  
th a t h a rb o u r  s laves  as w e ll as e m p ire s  th a t have se rfs .
S o c ia l p ro b le m s  go beyond f ro n t ie rs . . . '

The  f i r s t  s ta g e  p e r fo rm a n c e s  o f th e  w o rk , p u t on in  P a r is  
a t th e  P a la is  de s  S p o r ts  a f te r  an in i t ia l  d e m o n s tra t io n  
re c o rd in g  by th e  c o m p o s e rs  A la in  B o u b l il a n d  h is  p a r tn e r  
C la u d e -M ic h e l S c h o n b e rg , w e re  se e n  by o v e r 500 ,000  
p e o p le  b e fo re  an E n g lis h  la n g u a g e  p ro d u c t io n  in  th e  
m id -1 9 8 0 s  b ro u g h t th e  s h o w  to  L o n d o n 's  W e s t End.

M os t a d u lts  d read  a tte n d in g  land  re v ie w in g !) sc h o o l show s 
and co n c e r ts  because  th e y  th in k  th e y  have to  be p o lite  a b o u t 
w e ll-m e a n in g  a m a te u rs , and c a llo w  yo u th s  and  la s se s  w h o  
th in k  th e y  can b o th  a c t and s in g  lik e  p ros, 
o r  because  th e y  have to  keep  co lle a g u e s  happy w ith  f in e ly - 
tu rn e d  p h ra se s  o f p ra ise . N o t, h o w eve r, on th is  occas ion . 
S tra th a lla n  has e a rn e d  s o m e th in g  o f a re p u ta tio n  in re ce n t 
y e a rs  fo r  h ig h -c a lib re  p e rfo rm a n c e s  o f w e ll-k n o w n  W est End 
sh o w s, and th is  p e rfo rm a n c e  o f Les M is e ra b le s  w a s no 
d is a p p o in tm e n t. F rom  th e  t im e  th a t th e  ch a in -g a n g  e n te re d  
u tte r in g  th e  o ld  la g s ' m a n tra  Look D ow n! Look D o w n !', 
to  th e  f in a l e n co re  c h o ru s  o f 'O ne day m o re ', th e  ca p a c ity  
a u d ie n ce  w a s  e n tra n ce d  by th e  e lo q u e n ce  and pass ion  th a t 
a b o un d e d  in th e  p e rfo rm a n c e . T h is  w a s  no o rd in a ry  
p ro d u c tio n  -  th e  a c tin g  and c h a ra c te r is a t io n s  w e re  u tte r ly  
be lie va b le , th e  lo o k  w a s a b s o lu te ly  s tu n n in g , and th e  o v e ra ll 
p ro d u c tio n  va lu e s  the  best ye t p ro d u ce d  by la in  K ilp a tr ic k  and 
J im  S a lis b u ry 's  b a ck ro o m  s ta ff o f A da m  S tre a tfe ild -J a m e s  
(lig h tin g ), A la s ta ir  T h o m so n  and  M ike  W ilso n  Is ta g e -c re w  and 
se t b u ild e rs ), and  Tom  G ray and  G eorge M c W illia m s  on 
sound . T hese  w o rk e rs  a re  a lw a ys  th e  u n su n g  h e ro e s  o f 
p ro d u c tio n s  and  h e re  d e se rve  th e ir  p la ce  in th e  a d u la tio n .

W h e re  to  s ta r t?  W ith  a ca s t o f o v e r 50 in d iv id u a ls  in  th e  
c h o ru s  and  m u lt ip le  p a rts , n o t to  m e n tio n  10 p r in c ip a l ro le s , 
th is  w a s  a m o n u m e n ta l u n d e r ta k in g  by a S ch o o l -  in d e e d  
it  w a s  o n ly  th e  se co nd  p e r fo rm a n c e  o f th e  Le s  M is e ra b le s  
S c h o o ls  e d it io n  a tte m p te d  by a n y  S ch o o l in  S c o tla n d  - 
a nd  so  w e  w e re  la lm o s t)  in  g ro u n d -b re a k in g  te r r i to r y .

T he  h e ro  o f th e  s h o w  is  J e a n  V a lje a n . He is  on s ta g e  m o s t 
o f a ll ,  d e a ls  w ith  th e  m o s t v a r ie d  o f m u s ic , and  is  th e  key 
c h a ra c te r  th a t k n its  to g e th e r  w h a t m ig h t  o th e rw is e  have 
b een  s o m e  v e ry  d is jo in te d  sc e n e s . T he  p a r t  w a s  
p a s s io n a te ly  p u lle d  o ff by C a p ta in  o f S ch o o l Tom  H in e  
w h o  p la ye d  w ith  th e  w o rd s  and  n o te s , le a n e d  on p h ra s e s  
an d  w o rd s  fo r  d ra m a t ic  e ffe c t, a n d  w h o  s a n g  tw o  s c e n e s  
in  a v e ry  b ra ve  fa ls e tto  w h ic h  w a s  v e ry  e ffe c tiv e  a t g e tt in g  
a c ro s s  th e  e m o t io n a l and  in n e r  fa ith  o f th e  c o n v ic t V a lje a n . 
V a lje a n , a m a n  w h o  ro se  to  be to w n  m a y o r u n t i l  d is co ve re d  
as a co n v ic t on th e  ru n  (p r is o n e r  246011, a n d  w h o se  
h u m a n ity  a n d  s e lf -e f fa c in g  s a c r if ic e  to  a to n e  fo r  h is  p a s t 
w e re  c o n v in c in g ly  p o rtra y e d  by an a c to r  w h o se  d ra m a tic  
s ta tu re  in c re a s e d  as th e  e ve n in g  w o re  on.

V a lje a n 's  n e m e s is , J a v e r t  -  p o lic e  in s p e c to r  and  
b lo o d h o u n d  -  w a s  p la ye d  by Ja ke  S tre a t fe i ld -J a m e s  
w h o  m a tu re ly  c a p tu re d  th e  r ig h t  a m o u n t o f p o m p o s ity  
and  h u b r is  o f th e  th w a r te d  o f f ic e r  o f th e  la w . T h is  is  a m an  
w h o  in th e  end  a d m its  h is  fa u lt ,  re p e n ts  o f h is  u n b e n d in g  
a t t itu d e  to  th e  la w , and  a c k n o w le d g e s  V a lje a n 's  k in d n e s s  
by th ro w in g  h im s e lf  o f f  a c l i f f .  T h is  w o u ld  have  b een  a ve ry  
e a sy  p a r t  to  h a m  up, b u t J a k e  in v e s te d  it  w ith  ju s t  th e  r ig h t  
s o r t  o f m e n a c e  a n d  d o g g e d n e ss .

S tu d e n t re v o lu t io n a ry  le a d e r  E n ro lja s  w a s  p la y e d  by 
M ic h a e l W o o d ro w  w h o  had  g re a t s ta g e  p re s e n c e  and 
a u th o r ity  in  h is  p e r fo rm a n c e  as th e  le a d e r  o f th e  s tu d e n t 
re b e ls  m a n n in g  th e  b a rr ic a d e s , and  p lo t t in g  th e  re v o lu t io n  
a l l  o ve r a g a in . H e re  w a s  a re a l le a d e r  and  h e ro  w h o  d ied  
d e fe n d in g  h is  c o m ra d e s  in b a tt le .

E p o n in e  -  C a tr io n a  M a r t in  -  p u t in  an in te l l ig e n t  and  
c o m m itte d  p e r fo rm a n c e  as M a r iu s ' f ru s tr a te d  a d m ire r ,  
and  th e  d a u g h te r  o f th e  v illa in o u s  T h e n a rd ie rs .  H e r 
e m o t io n a l p e r fo rm a n c e  o f 'On m y O w n ' b ro u g h t a h uge  
and  d e se rv e d  o v a tio n , and  n o t a fe w  te a rs  fro m  th e  
a u d ie n c e . H e r f in a l sce n e , d y in g  in  th e  a rm s  o f h e r 
love  M a r iu s  -  'A l i t t le  f a l l  o f ra in ' - w a s  h e a r t - re n d in g .
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A s M a r iu s , th e  v u ln e ra b le  vo ice  o f yo u n g  A n d re w  O 'D o n n e ll 
had th e  m ix tu re  o f p o w e r , e m o tio n  and  in n o c e n c e  th a t 
ca p tu re d  th e  ro le  su p e rb ly . H is  sc e n e s  w ith  E m m a  G o rd o n 's  
C o se tte  t in g le d  w ith  p a ss io n  a n d  c h e m is try ,  and  w e re  
a m o n g  th e  s e v e ra l h ig h l ig h ts  o f th e  e ve n in g . T h is  w a s  
an o u ts ta n d in g  d e b u t.

C o se tte  w a s  p la ye d  by tw o  yo u n g  fe m a le  s in g e rs  C la ire  
P ric e  a n d  E m m a  G o rd o n , a t d if fe re n t  s ta g e s  o f h e r  
d e v e lo p m e n t. E ach c a p tu re d  th e  s w e e t a n d  d e lic a te  n a tu re  
o f th e  a b u se d  y o u n g s te r  w h o  is  le f t  an  o rp h a n  on th e  d e a th  
o f h e r  m o th e r ,  th e  fa c to ry  w o rk e r  a n d  e rs tw h i le  p ro s t i tu te  
F a n tin e , a n d  w h o  is  used  as a p aw n  in  th e  v i lla in o u s  
m a c h in a t io n s  o f th e  T h e n a rd ie rs .  E m m a 's  d u e t w ith  A n d re w  
O 'D o n n e ll,  'A H e a rt f u l l  o f L o ve ', w a s  one  o f m a n y  p o ig n a n t 
m o m e n ts  in  th e  e v e n in g 's  e n te r ta in m e n t

F a n tin e , p la yed  by C la ire  L e s lie , w a s  in  m a n y  w a ys  one  o f 
th e  p iv o ta l c h a ra c te rs  o f th e  s h o w  w h o se  p lig h t  g ive s  V a lje a n  
a re a so n  fo r  c o n t in u in g  h is  d is g u is e , and  w h o  p ro v id e s  th e  
v e h ic le  fo r  h is  re d e m p tio n  -  lo o k in g  a f te r  h e r  d a u g h te r  
C o se tte . C la ire  L e s lie 's  d e lic a te  a n d  ra th e r  v u ln e ra b le  tu rn  
o f vo ice  w a s  ju s t  r ig h t  fo r  th e  p a rt. H e r te n d e rn e s s  and 
e m o tio n  a g a in  ca m e  th ro u g h  in  tw o  o f th e  s h o w 's  m o re  
in t im a te  and  p o ig n a n t s c e n e s  'I d re a m e d  a d re a m ... ' 
a nd  w ith  V a lje a n  ju s t  as sh e  d ie s  and  he vo w s  to  re m a in  
t ru e  to  h is  p ro m is e  to  ta ke  C o se tte  u n d e r  h is  p ro te c tio n .

The  T h e n a rd ie rs  - Sean M u rra y  and R a ch e l D a v ies  - a l l  b u t 
s to le  th e  s h o w  in t h e ir  tw o  s e t-p ie c e  sc e n e s  - M a s te r o f th e  
H o u se ', and  th e  W e d d in g  C h o ra le ' sce n e  n e a r th e  c lim a x  o f 
A c t 2. B o th  a c te d  w ith  g re a t a s s u re d n e s s  in th e ir  'c h a ra c te r ' 
p a rts , p o r tra y in g  th e  w o rs t  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  o f th e  th ie v e s  
a nd  w re tc h e s  on th e  m a k e ' w ith  e ve ry  d o d g y  s c h e m e  g o in g , 
f ro m  c h ild  s la ve  la b o u r  to  in n -k e e p in g , to  ru n n in g  a s tre e t 
g ang  o f th ie v e s , and  th e n  c o n n in g  th e ir  w a y in to  th e  w e d d in g  
c e le b ra tio n s  o f M a r iu s  and  C o se tte  - t r y in g  to  p u t a d a m p e r 
on fe s t iv it ie s , and  con  one  la s t p a ym e n t.

In e v ita b ly  one  p ic k s  o u t o n ly  h ig h lig h ts  o f th e  e ve n in g , bu t 
th e  c o m m itm e n t and  e n e rg y  o f th e  p e r fo rm e rs  (and le t us 
re m e m b e r  th a t th e y  a re  a l l  s c h o o l p u p ils ) b e lie d  th e ir  
in e x p e r ie n c e . T he  a c tin g  w a s  n o th in g  if  n o t u t te r ly  c o n v in c in g  
in th e  e m o tio n s  th e y  in te n d e d  to  im p a r t  to  th e  a u d ie n ce .
T h is  w a s  re a l s to ry - te ll in g  in  b o th  a c tio n  and  m u s ic  w h ic h  
w o u ld  p u t m a n y  a n o th e r  p ro d u c tio n  to  sh a m e  and , a p a rt 
f ro m  c la p p in g  a t th e  end o f th e  s h o w -p ie c e  so n g s , th e  
a u d ie n ce  sa t as if  tra n s f ix e d  by th e  e n o rm ity  o f th e  
u n d e r ta k in g , and  th e  a c h ie v e m e n t, o f th is  f in e  S tra th a lla n  
C om pany. M e s s rs  K ilp a tr ic k  and  S a lis b u ry , to g e th e r  w ith  
m u s ic  d ire c to r  N e il M e tc a lfe  and  h is  band, n o t to  fo rg e t 
vo c a l and  d ra m a tic  co a c h e s  C a th e r in e  B a k e r, H e a th e r 
Boyd and  A n d re w  J e n k in s , a re  to  be c o n g ra tu la te d  on th is  
m o n u m e n ta l a ch ie v e m e n t in  S tra th a lla n 's  m u s ic a l d ra m a  
h is to ry . T h is  w a s  h ig h -q u a li ty  m u s ic -m a k in g  w h ic h  w i l l  ta ke  
so m e  s u rp a s s in g  in  th e  fu tu re  -  as th e y  say  - 'F o llo w  th a t ! '

R H F
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T h is  c o m p e tit io n  s h o w s  th a t  a f in e  e ve n in g 's  e n te r ta in m e n t 
ca n  be p ro v id e d  a t s h o r t  n o tic e  a n d  w ith  l im ite d  t im e  fo r  
p re p a ra t io n , b e a r in g  in  m in d  h o w  b u sy  a la rg e  n u m b e r  o f 
th e  p a r t ic ip a n ts  a re  w ith  o th e r  c o m m itm e n ts .  It is  a ls o  a 
s h o w ca s e  fo r  th e  d ra m a t ic  ta le n ts  o f m a n y  w h o  w o u ld  n e ve r 
c o n s id e r  a u d it io n in g  fo r  th e  m a jo r  s c h o o l p ro d u c tio n s .

E ach h o u se  is  re q u ire d  to  p e r fo rm  an e x tra c t  o f a ro u n d
15 m in u te s  f ro m  a p u b lis h e d  p la y  o r  s c re e n p la y . P la ys  fro m  
a v a r ie ty  o f e ra s  a n d  s ty le s  w e re  ch o s e n . S im p s o n  H o u se  
s e le c te d  "T e e c h e rs "  by Jo h n  G odber. T h is  is  a c o m ic  p ie ce  
w h ic h  e n te r ta in e d  th e  a u d ie n c e  so  m u c h  th a t  th e  la u g h te r  
a lm o s t  d ro w n e d  o u t th e  a c to rs ' vo ice s . R oddy W a lk e r  used  
good  c o m ic  t im in g  w h ile  A l is ta ir  M a th e r  d is p la y e d  s tre n g th  
a n d  c o n fid e n c e  in  h is  p e r fo rm a n c e  a n d  J o s h  W r ig h t se e m e d  
v e ry  m u c h  a t h o m e  in  a g ir l 's  ro le . In  W o o d la n d s ' v e rs io n  o f 
"A  Good D ay O u t"  th e re  w e re  f in e  p e r fo rm a n c e s  f ro m  R osie  
S ta n fo rd  and  M a ry  S h a w -S te w a r t.  L is a  B u l l,  to o , d is p la y e d  
good  s ta y  a n d  p re s e n c e . In th is  sc e n e , w ith  a la rg e  c a s t, 
th e re  w a s  s l ic k  c o m m u n a l p la y in g .

It is  b ra ve  o f p u p ils  to  ta c k le  a v e ry  s e r io u s  sce n e  b e ca u se  
th e re  is  a lw a ys  a te m p ta t io n  to  c h o o se  s o m e th in g  th a t w i l l  
g e t la u g h s . T h o rn b a n k  d id  th is  w ith  a p o w e r fu l a n d  s in c e re  
re n d e r in g  o f th e  t r ia l  s ce n e  in  "T h e  C ru c ib le "  by A r th u r  
M ille r . T h e re  w e re  f in e  p e r fo rm a n c e s  fro m , a m o n g s t o th e rs . 
F lo s s ie  C a rp e n te r, S ara  P a tt in s o n , S a ra h  R obb and  Jo  G reer.

N ic o l's  p ie c e  w a s  in  th e  commedia de ll' arte  t r a d it io n  w ith  
an e x tra c t  f ro m  "F la v io 's  D is g ra c e "  by D avid  G r if f ith s .  
F ra s e r  P h ilip  p la y e d  Arlecchino  v e ry  w e ll ,  w ith  a w e l l -  
p ro je c te d  vo ice  a n d  a g ood  I ta lia n  a c c e n t. T h e re  w e re  o th e r  
c o m m e n d a b le  p e r fo rm a n c e s  fro m  D o u g la s  G ille n , A n d re w  
O 'D o n n e ll a n d  H ia n  S ta rk .

W h e re  s o m e  sc e n e s  m ig h t  n o t have  b e e n  fa m i l ia r  to  m a n y  
in  th e  a u d ie n c e , th a t  s u re ly  c a n n o t be sa id  o f F re e la n d 's  
ch o ice , "F a w lty  T o w e rs " . Tom  H in e  m a n a g e d  to  o u t -  B a s il 
B a s il a n d  J a m ie  M o r r is o n  w ith  h is  g re a t ta le n t  fo r  c o m ic  
p e r fo rm a n c e  m a d e  a w o n d e r fu l ly  u n s e lfc o n s c io u s  S yb il. 
B u t f u l l  m a rk s  m u s t go to  T a k a n o r i K a s h in o , a Ja p a n e s e  
p u p il p la y in g  a S p a n ish  M a n u e l.

R u th ve n  c h o s e  "T h e  L ife  o f B r ia n " .  D avid  C o a to n  d id  
s u it  h is  lo n g  w ig ! M a rc  B e s t m a d e  an  im p o s in g  n a r ra to r  
a n d  w a s  e q u a lle d  in  q u a li ty  o f d ic t io n  by M a rk  C ro a l.

T h e  a d ju d ic a to r  gave  "B e s t A c to r  A w a rd s "  to  F lo s s ie  
C a rp e n te r,  J o s h  W r ig h t,  D o u g la s  G ille n  a n d  P a m e la  
G a rra tt .  R u th v e n  w o n  "B e s t D ire c t io n "  a n d  F re e la n d  
"B e s t P ro d u c t io n " .  (An u n o ff ic ia l a w a rd  o f "B e s t N a r ra to r "  

w a s  m a d e  to  M arc  B e s t.)

T he  a d ju d ic a to r  s u m m e d  up  th e  e ve n in g  by sa y in g ,
''W e 've  had  fu n  to n ig h t" .

IM cF
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ISHBEL HAS W IN N IN G  WAY W IT H  WORDS.

w a s  th e  h e a d lin e  in  The  C o u r ie r  a f te r  Is h b e l M c F a r la n e 's  
o u ts ta n d in g  n a t io n a l s u c ce ss  in  a sp e e ch  and  d ra m a  
c o m p e tit io n . A f te r  h e r  h o n o u rs  re s u lts  in  th e  G o ld  M e d a ls  
o f T he  S p e a k in g  o f V e rse  and  P ro se , P u b lic  S p e a k in g  and  
C e r t if ic a te  o f M e r it  in  R e a d in g  fo r  P e r fo rm a n c e  sh e  w a s  
in v ite d  to  LA M D A  in L o n d o n  as o n e  o f th e  to p  5 s c o r in g  
c a n d id a te s  in th e  U K  and  Ire la n d  in advanced co m m u n ic a tio n  
s k il ls .  F o llo w in g  th e  m o rn in g 's  c o m p e tit io n  w h e re  she  
p e r fo rm e d  h e r g o ld  m e d a l ve rs e  and p ro se  p o e m  Two Look 
a t Tw o by R o b e rt T ru s t, sh e  w a s  p la ce d  f ir s t ,  and  in th e  
e ve n in g , a lo n g  w ith  w in n e rs  in  th e  in te rm e d ia te  and  ju n io r  
c a te g o rie s , p e r fo rm e d  th e  p o e m  in  f ro n t  o f a packed  
a u d ie n ce  in  th e  M acO w an T h e a tre  in  E a r ls  C o u rt. She w a s 
th e n  p re se n te d  w ith  a c e r t if ic a te  and  a c h e q u e  fo r  £500 by 
a c tre s s , A nn a  C h a n c e llo r , w e ll k n o w n  fo r  h e r  ro le s  as M iss 
B in g le y  in  th e  B B C 's P rid e  and  P re ju d ic e  and  D u ck Face in 
F o u r W e d d in g s  and  a F u n e ra l. M s C h a n c e llo r  p ra is e d  Is h b e l's  
p e rfo rm a n c e  o f th e  p o e m , d e s c r ib in g  it  as tra n s f ix in g .

T he  c o m p e tit io n , w h ic h  is  s p o n s o re d  by th e  A ll ie d  Ir is h  
B a n k  (G B! is  ru n  a n n u a lly  a n d  Is h b e l is  th e  f ir s t  S co t 
to  w in  in  an y  ca te g o ry .

S he is  a ls o  th e  f ir s t  S tr a th a l la n  p u p il to  have  g o n e  th ro u g h  
th e  g ra d e s  and  m e d a ls , h a v in g  ta k e n  28 in  a ll ,  a n d  to  have 
a ch ie v e d  o n e  o f LA M D A 's d ip lo m a s , th e  A LA M  in  p u b lic  
sp e a k in g . L e t 's  h ope  sh e  w i l l  be th e  f ir s t  o f m any.

k i  Ms C hance l lo r  praised Ishbe l ’s 
pe r fo rm a n c e  of the poem, describing  
it as transfix ing .
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F ro m  th e  su cce sse s o f th e  s u m m e r  h o lid ays , w e  re tu rn  to  la s t 
A u tu m n  and th e  a n n u a l B u rn s  C lub  Fe stiva l. H e re , once  
aga in . C a tr io n a  M a r tin  w o n  th e  S eco n da ry  S ch o o l tro p h y  fo r  
S co ts  Song. B ro nw yn  L e a r ach ieved  th e  p r im a ry  age  g ro u p  
tro p h y  w ith  h e r  re n d e r in g  o f P e rth  P oet, W ill ia m  S o u te r's , 
poem  a b o u t a m a rs h  bee The D ru c k in  Fug ie  Toddler. 
S eco n da ry  age g ro u p  ru n n e r -u p  w a s  Tom  F le m in g , w h ile  
tro p h y  w in n e r  w a s  Is h b e l M cF a rla n e  w h o  w a s  a w a rd e d  100% 
fo r  h e r p e rfo rm a n c e  o f a se c tio n  o f Tam  O 'S hante r. She has 
n o w  w o n  The A rc h ib a ld  M o rr is o n  M e m o ria l Q ua ich  5 tim e s .

Once a g a in  S tra th a l la n  p u p ils  w e re  th e  re c ip ie n ts  o f a l l  th e  
m a jo r  t ro p h ie s  a t th e  P e r th s h ire  (C o m p e tit io n ! F e s tiva l 
In o w  c a lle d  P e r fo rm  in  P e r th ) . T h e  P e r th  B u rn s  C lu b  T ro p h y  
w e n t, f i t t in g ly  e n o u g h , to  S a m a n th a  B u rn s ; T h e  W ill ia m  
S o u ta r Tass ie  to  J o n a th a n  M cC a sh in  a n d  The Y ear o f th e  
B ib le  Q u a ich  to  A m yce  S m ith -B a n n is te r .  M a rc  B e s t a ch ieve d  
3 d is t in c t io n s  fo r  B ib le , v e rs e  and  S h a k e s p e a re  (in  w h ic h  he 
ca m e  f ir s t ] .  T h e re  w a s  a f i r s t  in  S o u ta r  re c ita t io n s  fo r  
P ho e b e  S h a w  S te w a rt. The  c o m b in e d  fo rc e  o f F o rm s  I and  
IJ w o n  th e  c h o ra l v e rs e  s p e a k in g  c la s s . Is h b e l M c F a rla n e  
a ch ieve d  h o n o u rs  a n d  f ir s ts  fo r  B ib le  re a d in g  a n d  B u rn s  
re c ita t io n  and  d is t in c t io n  fo r  S h a k e sp e a re .

O th e r d is t in c t io n s  in  sp e e ch  c la s s e s  w e n t to  D u n ca n  C la rk , 
H e n ry  Jo n e s , W ill ia m  C a m p b e ll-G ib s o n , L u cy  G rieve .
L iz z ie  S in c la ir ,  O liv e r B a in , K a th ry n  S u th e r la n d , Jo e  C o r le t t ,  
N a ta s h a  P o tts  a n d  N a ta s h a  P o r r it t .

In m u s ic  c la s s e s  C la ire  P ric e  a ch ie ve d  h o n o u rs  and  2 
tro p h ie s , The  M T T h o m s o n  h o n o u rs  a n d  2 tro p h ie s ,
The  M T T h o m s o n  M e m o r ia l T ro p h y  fo r  S co ts  S o n g s  and  
The Jo a n  and  S te w a r t T e n n a n t Q ua ich  fo r  th e  b e s t in d iv id u a l 
c o m p e t ito r  in  v o c a l c la s s e s  (u n d e r 181.

A le x  B e e ts c h e n 's  m u s ic a l v e rs a t i l i ty  g a in e d  h im  The 
C h a lle n g e  M e d a l fo r  B oy T re b le s  and  a d is t in c t io n  in p ia n o  
s o lo . Tw o o th e r  m u s ic  h o n o u rs  w e n t to  C le m e n t Ip in open 
p ia n o  re c ita l a n d  G e m m a  C h a nce  in  S co ts  S ongs .

On S a tu rd a y  M ay 1st, tw o  E a rn s id e  co a c h e s  s e t o f f  in  co n voy 
to  E d in b u rg h  A ca d e m y  fo r  th e  E d in b u rg h  IC o m p e tit io n l 
F e s tiv a l s p e e ch  and  d ra m a  day. E ve ry  p u p il in  R ile y  to o k  
p a r t  in  a t le a s t one  c la s s . C e r ta in ly  a l l  d id  th e  c h o ra l ve rs e  
s p e a k in g . II s e t 1 ca m e  f ir s t  w ith  W  H A u d e n 's  N ig h t M a il, 
e q u a l se co nd  w e re  F o rm s  I &  IJ w ith  L it t le  Red R id in g  H ood 
and  th e  W o lf by R o a ld  D a h l and  II s e t 2 w ith  A  M ile  and  
a B it to c k  by R o b e rt L o u is  S te v e n s o n . R ile y  p u p il,  J a m ie  
S c h o fie ld , w o n  th e  s to ry  te l l in g  c la ss . In B u rn s  (u n d e r 17) 
Jo e  C o r le t t  ca m e  f ir s t  w ith  J o n a th a n  M cC a sh in  ru n n e r -u p .  
O th e r d is t in c t io n s  w e n t to  L u cy  G rie ve  a n d  S am  L ip w o r th .

Is h b e l M c F a r la n e  in th e  o v e r-1 7  age g ro u p  c la s s e s  a ch ie ve d  
U f i r s ts  and  a se co n d . Tw o o f th e  f i r s ts  in  th e  p re p a re d  
re a d in g  o f a p o e m  and  o w n  c h o ice  re c ita t io n s  g a in e d  h e r 
h o n o u rs  fo r  an  o u ts ta n d in g  p e r fo rm a n c e . A  s im ila r  
a cc o la d e  w e n t to  A m yce  S m ith -B a n n is te r  in  v e rs e  s p e a k in g  
(12 to  14 age  g ro u p ).

N e v e r o n e  to  re s is t  a c h a lle n g e , A le x  B e e ts c h e n  e n te re d  
th e  E n g lis h  so n g  c o m p e tit io n  w h ic h  in vo lve d  s in g in g  a p iece  
(A lex ch o se  The  R o a d s id e  F ire  fro m  S on g s  o f T ra v e l by R L 
S te v e n s o n , s e t to  m u s ic  by V au g h a n  W ill ia m s )  a ls o  re c it in g  
it  as a p o e m . A lth o u g h  in  th e  y o u n g e r  age  g ro u p  A le x  w a s  
th e  o v e ra ll w in n e r  a n d  q u a lif ie d  as th e  E d in b u rg h  
re p re s e n ta t iv e  to  a tte n d  th e  n a t io n a l E n g lis h  S ong  f in a l,  
w h ic h  is  y e t to  ta k e  p la c e .
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A n o th e r  one  n e ve r to  re s is t  a c h a lle n g e  is  th e  h e a d m a s te r  
w h o  d e c id e d  th a t LA M D A  e x a m s  w e re  s u c h  an a c h ie v e m e n t 
th a t he w o u ld  hand  o u t a l l  c e r t i f ic a te s  in  c h a p e l. He th u s  
la n d e d  h im s e lf  w ith  th e  ta s k  o f p re s e n t in g  160 c e r t if ic a te s , 
in  to ta l, th ro u g h o u t th e  ye a r, 78 w ith  h o n o u rs , 67 d is t in c tio n s  
a n d  f if te e n  p a ss e s  In o -o n e  fa ile d ) . It w o u ld  be im p o s s ib le  
to  l is t  h e re  a l th e  r e s u lts  so I s h a l l m e n t io n  o n ly  th e  
h ig h e s t a c h ie v e rs .

In  g ra d e  e x a m s  th e  h ig h e s t a c h ie v e rs  w e re  A m yce  S m ith -  
B a n n is te r  w ith  a m a s s ive  90%  fo r  v e rs e  a n d  p ro se  g ra d e  6 
an d  a n o th e r  h o n o u rs  fo r  ju n io r  a c t in g  m e d a llio n . Jo e  C o r le t t  
an d  H e n ry  J o n e s  a ch ie v e d  h o n o u rs  fo r  b o th  a c t in g  and  
m im e  a n d  b o th  w e re  p a r t  o f II s e t 1 s  h o n o u rs  s u c ce ss  in 
c h o ra l v e rs e  s p e a k in g . B o th  boys a d d e d  a d is t in c t io n  to  th e ir  
a c h ie v e m e n ts  in  s p o k e n  E n g lis h . A n o th e r  d o u b le  h o n o u rs  
a c h ie v e r w a s  W ill ia m  C a m p b e ll-G ib s o n  in  a c t in g  and  
re a d in g  fo r  p e r fo rm a n c e . He, lik e  Jo e  a n d  H e n ry , a ls o  
g a in e d  h o n o u rs  in  c h o ra l s p e a k in g .

In grade exam s the highest  
achievers  w e re  Amyce S m ith -  
B an n is te r  with  a massive 90%  
for  verse  and prose grade 6 
and a n o th er  honours for  ju n io r  
acting m eda l l ion .  5 J

PAISLEY UNIVERSITY  SCOTTISH SCHOOLS  
ESSAY CO MPETITIO N

HAVIN G  COM E T H IR D  LA S T YEAR IN TH IS  C O M P E TIT IO N , 
IS H B E L  M C F A R LA N E  TR IED  A G A IN , A N D  W AS PLA C ED  
SECOND.

The  t i t le  o f th e  c o m p e tit io n  w a s  "B o o k s  fo r  S c o t la n d " .
The  ta s k  w a s  d e s c r ib e d  a s  fo llo w s :

“ S ta r t in g  fro m  th e  a s s u m p tio n  th a t,  in  E u ro p e  a t le a s t, 
b o o ks  a n d  l i te ra tu re  a re  v i ta l in g re d ie n ts  o f a n a t io n a l 
c u ltu re ,  c o m p e t ito rs  w e re  a sk e d  to  n o m in a te  w h a t b o o k 
o r  b o o ks  h e lp e d  d e fin e  li fe  in  S c o tla n d  fo r  th e m s e lv e s " .

T h e  ju d g e s  c o m m e n te d  on Is h b e l's  w o rk  a s  fo llo w s :

“A  w e l l  d o c u m e n te d  d is c u s s io n  o f a lo c a l p o e t, W ill ia m  
S o u ta r  a n d  h is  " D ia r ie s  o f a D y ing  M a n ", w o n  se c o n d  p r iz e  
fo r  Is h b e l M c F a r la n e  o f S tr a th a l la n  S c h o o l. H e r e ssa y  
c o m b in e d  p e rs o n a l b a c k g ro u n d  w ith  a w id e - ra n g in g  and  
w e l l  a rg u e d  d is c u s s io n  o f th e  a u th o r  in  th e  c o n te x t o f 
d e f in in g  S c o tt is h  c u l tu re . ”

The  p r iz e s  w e re  p re s e n te d  by A le x a n d e r S to d d a rt ,  th e  
p ro m in e n t  s c u lp to r  w h o s e  s tu d io  is  in  th e  g ro u n d s  o f 
P a is le y  U n iv e rs ity . T h is  w a s  an e x tra  s tro k e  o f lu c k  fo r  
Is h b e l a s  sh e  had b e e n  s tu d y in g  h is  w o rk  a s  p a r t  o f a 
p ro je c t fo r  A - le v e l A r t .  He m a d e  a p e r fe c t da y  even  m o re  
p e r fe c t fo r  Is h b e l by in v it in g  h e r  to  v is i t  th e  s tu d io . A s p a r t  
o f h e r  p r iz e  sh e  w a s  p re s e n te d  w ith  b o o k  to k e n s , £ 3 0  fo r  
h e rs e lf  a n d  £100 fo r  th e  s c h o o l. Is h b e l re q u e s te d  th a t  th e  
£ 100  be u se d  to  b u y  b o o ks  o f S c o tt is h  l i te ra tu re  
fo r  th e  s c h o o l l ib ra ry .

IM c F

O th e r h ig h  h o n o u rs  m a rk s  w e n t to  th e  boys o f IJ in  g ro u p  
a c t in g , F o rm s  I a n d  IJ in  c h o ra l v e rs e  sp e a k in g , B ro n w y n  
L e a r, J o n a th a n  D ic k s o n  a n d  K irs ty  N ive n  in  a c tin g . L u cy  
G rie ve  in  re a d in g  fo r  p e r fo rm a n c e , S am  L ip w o r th  and  O liv e r 
B a in  in  a c tin g , C h lo e  L in d s a y  in v e rs e  a n d  p ro se . N a ta s h a  
P o r r it t  and  R a ch e l T e r re l l a ch ie v e d  v e ry  h ig h  m a rk s  fo r  
a c t in g . V a r io u s  g ro u p s  o f a c to rs  a n d  im p ro v is e rs  fro m  R ile y  
to  F o rm  IV a ls o  g a in e d  h o n o u rs .

In m e d a l e xa m s , a p a r t  f ro m  Is h b e l's  c o m m u n ic a t io n  re s u lts ,  
th e re  w e re  o th e r  a c h ie v e m e n ts . T h e re  w e re  d is t in c t io n s  fo r  
F lo s s ie  C a rp e n te r  and  Is h b e l in  g o ld  m e d a l a c t in g . O th e r 
m e d a ls  w e n t to  M h a ir i G illa n d e rs , N ic o la  B oyd, M a rc  B es t 
and  S ara  P a tt in s o n  la d in g  s ilv e r)  and  A lis o n  D ra n e  and 
A b b y  R ile y  (a c tin g  b ro n ze ). E m m a  F a ir lie  a ch ie v e d  s ilv e r  
m e d a l in  th e  s p e a k in g  o f v e rs e  a n d  p ro se  and  Ja ke  
S tre a t fe i ld -J a m e s ,  b ro n ze  m e d a l in  p u b lic  s p e a k in g .

One f in a l m e m o ry  fro m  LA M D A  th is  y e a r -  H e n ry  Lee 
ach ieve d  2 h o n o u rs  c e r t if ic a te s  in  g ro u p  e xa m s, once  fo r  
be in g  a h e d g e h o g 's  w ife , and  th e  o th e r  t im e  fo r  b e in g  a c h a ir !
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FIR S T N AM E

S am  R 
D ic k  J 
M a te j 
J a m ie  D 
Ian R 
N ic k
A d a m  D K 
R a fa e l S

F e rg u s  J 
R o b e r t Ford 
H ugh 
R oss M 
S ha h id  
J o n a s  S 
Yue Fai 
A le xe y  
F e lix
W ill ia m  H H 
J a m ie  C 
D avid  J 
M a rk  S 
A n d re w  A 
Di

A s h le e  J 
la in  D W  
E liz a b e th  S 
E ll ie  E M 
J a c k  C 
T o rq u il J 
T o rii P 
A z lyn  E C 
L a w re n c e  D 
C ia ra  G 
Tom  C
V ic to r ia  R ose 
A le x a n d e r  E R 
S io b h a in  J 
Y asm in e  A 
L u cy  M 
K irs ty  A  
J a s p e r B H 
S tu a r t  G 
S op h ie  A 
F ion a  J 
S kye  G 
C a llu m  J 
K irs t in  L 
H e a th e r  A 
K izzy 
M a rk  
E tie n n e  
J o a n n a  E 

a ty  R M 
J o a n n a  
H a m is h  W  
S a m u e l 
D a n ie lle  
O liv ia  M W  
G ra h a m  C 
C h a r le s  A la s d a ir  
G ina K

S U R N A M E

G raves
H a r tg e r in k
J a n e ce k
K in g
M cK e n z ie
M o r r is
P ip e r
P te s m a n n

B e ll
C a ch ia
C ra w fo rd
H o w ie
K h a lfa n
K o s la r
Lau
L ev in
L u ttg e
M cL e a n
N o a ke s
S te w a r t
W a lk e r
W h ite la w
Z hu

B a rn e tt
B on n
C a ch ia
C a m p b e ll
C h a r tre s
C u rra n
D o u g la s -S o n g
E de n s
E ll io t t
E lw is
E sp a ro n
E vans
F a lc o n e r
F o rb e s
F o rb e s
G arven
G la sg o w
G ray
G ray
H o w e ll
J o h n s to n
J o h n s to n
K e tt le s
L a m o tte
L a rs o n
L in d s a y
M c A lis te r
M ace
M a c la c h la n
M a rs h a ll
M e ik le m
M itc h e l l
N ic h o ls o n
O w en
Q u ick
R a m sa y
R u th e r fo rd
T a y lo r

YEAR

55
56  
S5 
S2 
S2 
S5 
S2 
S5

5 4
52
53 
S2
55  
S5 
S5 
S2
55
56 
S2
54
55  
S2 
S5

S I
S1
S I
0
S1
1
0
0
S1
1
1
1
0
0
0
1
0
0
1
1
1
1
0
S1
1
S I
S1
S1
S1
S1
S1
0
1
S1
1
1
0
S I

HOUSE

F re e la n d
F re e la n d
F re e la n d
F re e la n d
F re e la n d
F re e la n d
F re e la n d
F re e la n d

N ic o l
N ic o l
N ic o l
N ic o l
N ic o l
N ic o l
N ic o l
N ic o l
N ic o l
N ic o l
N ic o l
N ic o l
N ic o l
N ic o l
N ic o l

R ile y
R ile y
R ile y
R ile y
R ile y
R ile y
R ile y
R ile y
R ile y
R ile y
R ile y
R ile y
R ile y
R ile y
R ile y
R ile y
R ile y
R ile y
R ile y
R ile y
R ile y
R ile y
R ile y
R ile y
R ile y
R ile y
R iley
R iley
R iley
R iley
R iley
R iley
R iley
R ile y
R iley
R ile y
R ile y
R ile y

AD M  DATE

2 0 /0 4 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4

0 2 /0 6 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
1 0 /1 0 /0 4
0 5 /0 1 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 6 /0 6 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4

0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
2 2 /0 4 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 8 /0 3 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
2 2 /0 4 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 2 /0 6 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4

LEAVE DATE 

0 3 /0 7 /0 4

8 /1 0 /0 4

2 5 /0 3 /0 4

0 3 /0 7 /0 4

0 3 /0 7 /0 4



FIR ST N AM E S U R N A M E YEAR HOUSE A D M  DATE

K a tie  F 
O liv e r D 
K e ith  G J 
P a u l G E 
C hun San 
J a m e s  F ra n k  
P a u l M 
D avid R 
J o h a n n  F C 
J o h n  S 
J u s t in  N 
J a c k  A 
B en D T  
Zh i Yuan 
J ile

V a llo t
W ale
W ig le y
W ig le y
W ong
W r ig h t
B ila n
C a m e ro n
H a rm s
H a rr is o n
J a v ie r
K e m p
Q u ick
Tan
Zhou

1
S1
1
51 
1 
0
54
52
55
52 
S5
53 
S2
54
55

R iley
R iley
R iley
R iley
R iley
R iley
R u thve n
R u thve n
R u thve n
R u thve n
R u thve n
R u th ve n
R u th ve n
R u thve n
R u thve n

0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 9 /0 5 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
2 2 /0 4 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4

M o h a m m e d  
F e rg u s  I W 
Ja m e s  W 
W ill ia m  H 
A la s ta ir  J 
B re n d a n  
A le x a n d e r 
S te p h e n  J 
S co tt A 
E tie n n e  P 
M a g n u s  E 
A n d re w  
M a x im ilia n  C 
D avid  J
S teven  R ic h a rd  
L in  X iong

A nne
V ic to r ia  L o u is e  
E m m a  C 
Y uliya  R 
N a ta lie  M 
R osanna  M S 
L ife n  
F in o la  D 
C a it lin  E 
Is a b e ll J 
Jo a n n e  R 
C a th e r in e  
D a n ie la

S uzanna  M o ira  
Ju lia  
Sara E 
L o rn a  J 
M ard i M M 
C a tr io n a  M 
E m m a  P 
H e a th e r J 
K a th e r in e  L 
J o s e p h in e  C la re  
R a c h e lE  
J ia x in  
L a u re n
R ebecca Ja n e  
E k a te r in a  A 
Xixi

A bdo
B a ird
E sp ie
F a rm e r
H u n t
J e n n in g s
K o rs ik
Lyons
M a rs h a ll
M e lv ille
O la fsso n
P eat
S c h irm e r
T a y lo r
T u rn b u ll
W u

A ln o r
B e ll
C a m p b e ll
F ilo n e n k o
Hay
In n e s
L i
L u n d g re n
Lyons
M a s ta ll
P eek
R u th e r fo rd
V e la sq u e z

B ra ith w a ite
K u p fe r
L u n d g re n
L u n n e y
M a c G re g o r
M a c K e n z ie
M c N e il l
M itc h e l l
M itc h e l l
R oscoe
S co tt
Sun
S u th e r la n d
T a y lo r
U s tin o va
W ang

S3
S2
S2
S2
S2
S5
S2
52
53  
S2
52  
S5 
S5 
S5 
Sb 
S5

54  
S4
54
53 
S2
55 
S5 
S2
52  
S5 
S5 
S5
53

S2
S2
S2
S5
S5
52
53
52
53 
S5
54
55
52
53 
S2 
S5

S im p s o n
S im p so n
S im p s o n
S im p s o n
S im p s o n
S im p so n
S im p so n
S im p s o n
S im p so n
S im p so n
S im p so n
S im p so n
S im p so n
S im p so n
S im p so n
S im p so n

T h o rn b a n k
T h o rn b a n k
T h o rn b a n k
T h o rn b a n k
T h o rn b a n k
T h o rn b a n k
T h o rn b a n k
T h o rn b a n k
T h o rn b a n k
T h o rn b a n k
T h o rn b a n k
T h o rn b a n k
T h o rn b a n k

W o o d la n d s
W o o d la n d s
W o o d la n d s
W o o d la n d s
W o o d la n d s
W o o d la n d s
W o o d la n d s
W o o d la n d s
W o o d la n d s
W o o d la n d s
W o o d la n d s
W o o d la n d s
W o o d la n d s
W o o d la n d s
W o o d la n d s
W o o d la n d s

0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 5 /0 1 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
2 2 /0 4 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
2 9 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
2 2 /0 4 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4

0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
2 2 /4 /0 4
2 2 /4 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4
0 1 /0 9 /0 4

0 1 /0 9 /0 4  
0 1 /0 9 /0 4  
0 1 /0 9 /0 4  
0 1 /0 9 /0 4  
0 1 /0 9 /0 4  
0 1 /0 9 /0 4  
0 1 /0 9 /0 4  
0 1 /0 9 /0 4  
0 1 /0 9 /0 4  
0 1 /0 9 /0 4  
2 2 /0 4 /0 4  
0 1 /0 9 /0 4  
0 1 /0 9 /0 4  
0 1 /0 9 /0 4  
0 6 /0 6 /0 4  
0 1 /0 9 /0 4



ART & DESI GN

K A T IE  G IB S O N

'L ife  P a in t in g ' a c ry lic  
LVI

C H A R L O T T E  T R A C E Y
N a tu ra l F o rm s ' p o s te r  c o lo u rs



F R A S E R  P H IL L IP

M IC H E L L E  L E S L IE

'A g e s  o f B e a u ty ' m ix e d  m e d ia  
UVI



ART & D E S I GN

J IN  C H E N

R itu a ls ' p a s te ls  
UVI

K IR S T Y  HAY

'T h e  V ie w in g  P u b l ic ’ c o n s tru c te d  w o o d c u t 
LVI



E U A N  C O N N E L L

M a s k  P a in t in g ' p o s te r  c o lo u rs  
III F o rm

G E M M A  C H A N C E
M ask  P a in t in g ' p o s te r  c o lo u rs  

III F o rm

S T E F A N  P R E T T Y

M a s k  P a in t in g ' p o s te r  c o lo u rs  
III F o rm

E M IL Y  M O R R IS O N

M a s k  P a in t in g ' p o s te r  c o lo u rs  
III F o rm



K A T IE  G IB S O N
'R itu a ls ' te m p e ra  
LVI

R IL E Y  H O U S E
M ask  P ro je c t 
I F o rm
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E U A N  A L L A R D Y C E

'H e r ita g e '
V F o rm



DES I GN  &

B E N N O  R A W L IN S O N

C la s s ic  C h a ir
AS D e s ig n  a n d  T e ch n o lo g y

A N D R E W  S T O R M O N T H -D A R L IN G

E x te n d a b le  d in in g  ta b le  w ith  in te g ra te d  h o tp la te  
A2 D e s ig n  a n d  T e ch n o lo g y
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G A Y LE  A L L A R D Y C E

F la t p a ck  a r t is ts ' e a s e l and  se a t 
A2 D e s ig n  and  T e ch n o lo g y

K A T IE  G IB S O N

C o n te m p o ra ry  n a tu ra l s ty le  c h a ir  
AS D e s ig n  and  T e ch n o lo g y

M IC H A E L  W O O D R O W

H a rd w o o d  b lo c k  b e n ch  
AS D e s ig n  a n d  T e ch n o lo g y



D ES I GN  & T E C H N O L O G Y

F IN L A Y  W A L L A C E

F la t-p a c k  d in in g  ro o m  u n it 
GCSE R e s is ta n t M a te r ia ls

M A T T H E W  B R E B N E R

S ca n d in a v ia n  s ty le  co ffe e  ta b le  
AS D e s ig n  a n d  T e ch n o lo g y

. O G  Y



K IT  H A Y W A R D
C o ffe e  ta b le  in  th e  S c a n d in a v ia n /B r it is h  s ty le  
AS D e s ig n  a n d  T e ch n o lo g y

R O S IE  H U N T
M o d e rn  co ffe e  ta b le  
AS D e s ig n  and  T e ch n o lo g y



S T R A T H A L L I A N  2 0 0 3 - 0 4

The su cce ss  o f 2003 w a s  a lw a ys  go in g  to  be h a rd  to  live  up to, 
b u t th e  1 s t XI o f 2004 d id  so in m an y w ays . The va s t m a jo r ity  
o f th e  s ide  re m a in e d  th e  sa m e , b u t th e ir  d e d ica tio n  to  
a ch iev in g  h ig h e r s ta n d a rd s , p a r t ic u la r ly  in  th e  fie ld in g , 
c o m fo rta b ly  su rp a s se d  e a r l ie r  e f fo r ts  and th o se  o f m o s t o f 
o u r  o p p o n e n ts  th ro u g h o u t th e  se a son . One o th e r  fa c to r  th a t 
o u g h t to  be m e n tio n e d  a t th is  s ta g e  is  th e  tre m e n d o u s  te a m  
s p ir it  e n g en d e re d  by R oss A n d e rs  and h is  d e p u ty  Tom  H ine, 
a b ly  s u p p o rte d  by o u r  f ie ld in g  'g e n e ra l' D anny H o ffm a n , 
w h ic h  sa w  th e  s id e  th ro u g h  so m e  h a rro w in g  t im e s  in the  
F e stiva l a t D u lw ich . I a m  su re  th a t N ic k  Du B ou la y  w o u ld  
w a n t to  jo in  m e  in th a n k in g  th e  d e p a rtin g  U p p e r S ix th  p la y e rs  
fo r  th e ir  su p e rb  a tt itu d e . It has been a p riv ile g e  to  coach th e m .

S a n d w ic h e d  in b e tw e e n  th e  G le n a lm o n d  m a tc h  and  th e  
g a m e  a g a in s t th e  S c o tt is h  XL C lu b  w a s  an a s to n is h in g  
m a tc h  w ith  F e tte s  C o lle g e . P u t in  to  b a t on a s te a m y  M ay 
m o rn in g , on a g re e n is h  t ra c k ,  w e  to ta lle d  212 fo r  2 d e c la re d  
a b o u t an h o u r  a f te r  lu n c h . Tom  H ine  and  J a m ie  C a ch ia  pu t 
on 127 fo r  th e  f i r s t  w ic k e t -  C a ch ia  s c o r in g  h is  f i r s t  h a lf -  
c e n tu ry  -  b e fo re  H in e  and  G raves to o k  us to w a rd s  th e  
d e c la ra tio n , H ine  s c o r in g  a s u p e rb  u n b e a te n  102. In re p ly  
F e tte s  g o t o ff to  a q u ic k  s ta r t  a f te r  tea  w ith  F o rs y th  and 
M a c L e n n a n  s m a s h in g  o u r  b o w lin g  a ro u n d  th e  p a rk . A t 
1 43 -3  th e  g a m e  lo o k e d  o v e r fo r  us, b u t a fo r tu ito u s  r u n -o u t  
and  so m e  t ig h t  b o w lin g  by th e  c h a n g e  b o w le rs , G raves and 
S te p h e n s , le t  us b a ck  in to  th e  g a m e . C h a r lie  L e a d b e tte r  
to o k  tw o  w ic k e ts  in  h is  la s t tw o  o ve rs , and  w ith  a ru n -o u t  
on th e  la s t b a ll as th e ir  la s t p a ir  tu rn e d  fo r  th e  w in n in g  ru n , 
o u r  c o m e b a c k  w a s  se c u re d  in  a fra n t ic  and  c o n fu s in g  f in is h  
w a tc h e d  by a ta rg e  c ro w d  o f s u p p o r te rs  fro m  b o th  s c h o o ls . 
T h is  w a s  a s u p e rb  m a tc h  p la ye d  in a g re a t s p ir it ,  b u t one 
th a t w e  p ro b a b ly  fe lt  th e  h a p p ie r  a b o u t.

W h a t o f th e  re s u lts ?  W e ll,  seven  w in s  m o re  th a n  b a la n ce d  
th e  th re e  lo s se s  w e  s u ffe re d  to w a rd s  th e  end  o f th e  se a son  
w h e n  in c le m e n t w e a th e r  b ro k e  up o u r  m o m e n tu m , a n d  th e  
t ie  w ith  F e tte s  w i l l  n o t e a s ily  be fo rg o tte n  by a n yo n e  w h o  
w a tc h e d  a p u ls a t in g  m a tc h  th a t f in is h e d  on th e  la s t  b a ll 
o f a seven  h o u r  g a m e . W in s  w e re  a ch ie v e d  a g a in s t P e rth  
N o r th e rn  by 7 w ic k e ts  as w e  b o w le d  th e m  o u t fo r  80 (Jono  
B e c k s  5 -2 0 ). L o re tto , w h o m  w e  b o w le d  o u t on th e  s tro k e  o f 
lu n c h  fo r  63 ru n s  (C h a r lie  L e a d b e tte r  3-161, w e re  b e a te n  by 
7 w ic k e ts  in  14 o ve rs ; G le n a lm o n d  w e re  b o w le d  o u t fo r  114 
ju s t  a f te r  lu n c h  w ith  a l l  th e  b o w le rs  c o n tr ib u t in g ,  b e fo re  w e  
m a d e  heavy  w e a th e r  in  o v e rc o m in g  th e ir  s c o re  in  th e  face  
o f so m e  good  b o w lin g  on a d if f ic u lt  t ra c k .  Had it  n o t been  
fo r  a c a p ta in 's  in n in g s  o f 26 n o t o u t f ro m  R oss A n d e rs  th e n  
w e  m a y  n o t have m a n a g e d  to  w in  a t C o ll ' fo r  th e  f ir s t  t im e  
in  n e a r ly  t h ir t y  ye a rs .

T he  S c o tt is h  XL C lu b  ca m e , sc o re d  189 b e fo re  d e c la r in g  
(Jon o  B e c ks  4 -3 4 ), th e n  w a tc h e d  as o u r  to p  th re e  sco re d  
th e  lio n 's  s h a re  o f th e  ru n s  (n o t fo r  th e  la s t  t im e  in  th e  
s e a s o n ) b e fo re  J a m ie  C a ch ia  h it  th e  w in n in g  b o u n d a ry  in  
o n ly  th e  4 3 rd  over. W e m a n a g e d  to  d is p a tc h  D o lla r  fo r  a 
p a lt r y  64 (Jon o  B e c k s  5 -8 ) on a w e t w ic k e t  in  m id  Ju n e  in 
n o tc h in g  up a n o th e r  7 w ic k e t  w in , b u t o u r  tw o  b e s t v ic to r ie s  
ca m e  a g a in s t The  E d in b u rg h  A c a d e m y  and  th e  S tra th a l l ia n s  
w ith  o u r  to p  o rd e r  b a tt in g  p ro v in g  to  be o u ts ta n d in g .

A g a in s t a good S tra th a l lia n  s id e , w e  b o w le d  p o o r ly  and  lo s t 
M a lc o lm  J a c k  fo r  th e  re s t o f th e  s e a s o n  w ith  a to rn  back 
m u s c le , b u t ra l lie d  s u c c e s s fu lly  to  b o w l th e  O ld  B oys o u t fo r  
190. A lth o u g h  w e  lo s t Tom  H in e  to  th e  se c o n d  b a ll o f th e  
in n in g s , J a m ie  C a ch ia  c o m b in e d  w ith  o u r  re s id e n t 
A u s tra lia n ,  S am  G raves, to  k n o c k  o ff th e  ru n s  w ith o u t  
fu r th e r  lo ss . S am  sc o re d  an u n b e a te n  103 a n d  J a m ie  once  
a g a in  g o t in to  th e  s ix t ie s  in  a s u p e rb  and  m a tu re  ru n  ch a se . 
A g a in s t T h e  E d in b u rg h  A ca d e m y  w e  a g a in  b o w le d  p o o r ly  on 
a good b a tt in g  t ra c k ,  b u t had th e  fo r tu n e  to  be in  th e  g a m e  
w h e n  w e  b o w le d  th e m  o u t fo r  214 (R oss A n d e rs  5 -4 0 ).
T h e re  w a s  s t i l l  p le n ty  o f t im e  le f t  to  g ra b  a p o s it iv e  re s u lt ,  
a n d  a f te r  th e  fa l l  o f C a ch ia  a t 82, w e  p ro ce e d e d  to  ba t 
s u p e rb ly  w ith  Tom  H in e  u n b e a te n  on 106 a n d  S am  G raves 
u n b e a te n  on 56. T h is  w a s  a l l  th e  m o re  re m a rk a b le  as th e  
sc o re  w a s  re a ch e d  in  o n ly  36 o ve rs .
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4 4 Hi there, you guys. I t ’s me and 
Danny here in the outfield. Has 
Fitz finished those pies ye t?pp



O u r f i r s t  d e fe a t ca m e  a t th e  h a n d s  o f an MCC s id e  e a g e r fo r  
re ve n g e  a f te r  o u r  v ic to ry  in  2003. W h ils t  w e  ra th e r  sp o ile d  
th e  s c r ip t  by b o w lin g  th e m  o u t fo r  183 (R oss A n d e rs  4 -4 9 ), 
th e y  had  to o  m u c h  f ir e p o w e r  on a s p o r t in g  w ic k e t,  and  w e  
s u b s id e d  to  a d is a p p o in tin g  128 a l l  o u t in  o n e  o f th e  fe w  
g a m e s  in w h ic h  o u r  lo w e r  o rd e r  had to  ba t.

{ { W h e n  the rain cam e with A m p le fo r th  
on 68-1 w e  had ra th e r  recovered  
som e pride, and w ondered  w h at  
might have been if the match had 
gone the n a tu ra l  distance. 33

A fte r  th e  end o f o u r  re g u la r  season , w e  tra v e lle d  so u th  
to  D u lw ich  C o lle ge  fo r  o u r  F e s tiva l w ith  th e  h o s ts , and new  
o p p o n e n ts  Taun ton  S ch o o l and A m p le fo r th  C o lle ge . I th in k  
it  is  fa ir  to  say th a t w e  w e re  th o ro u g h ly  o u tc la s se d  by bo th  
Taun ton  and  D u lw ich , 'th o u g h  w e  d id  ra th e r  re d e e m  o u rse lve s  
in th e  f ie ld  w ith  so m e  o u ts ta n d in g  ca tc h in g  fro m  D anny 
H o ffm a n  and  R ob in  Snape. The  t r ip  a ls o  sa w  th e  d e b u t o f 
so m e  y o u n g e r p la ye rs , and  Joss  B e h a rre l can be p leased  
w ith  h is  co m e b a c k  a f te r  an in i t ia l m a u lin g  in th e  Taun ton  
m a tc h . On bo th  th e  f ir s t  tw o  days it w as, iro n ic a lly , o u r  b a ttin g  
th a t le t us d o w n  on good tra c k s , b u t o u r  d o m e s tic  c irc u it  does 
no t p re p a re  us fo r  su ch  h o s tile  speed, o r  th e  tu rn  th a t a good 
le g -s p in n e r  can e x tra c t. The  la s t day sa w  us p u t up a m u ch  
b e tte r  p e rfo rm a n c e  a g a in s t A m p le fo r th . A lth o u g h  th e  top  
o rd e r  fa ile d  once  m ore , w ith  th e  h o n o u ra b le  e xce p tio n  o f 
Sam  G raves, w e  to ta lle d  a co m p e tit iv e  186 a l l  o u t, w ith  o ld  
hand  D avid C oaton  sh in in g  in an in n in g s  o f 61, h e lp e d  by o ld  
la g s ' H o ffm a n  and  S te p h e n s. W hen  th e  ra in  ca m e  w ith  

A m p le fo r th  on 68-1 w e  had ra th e r  re cove red  so m e  p ride , 
and w o n d e re d  w h a t m ig h t have been if  th e  m a tc h  had gone 
th e  n a tu ra l d is ta nce .

In e v ita b ly  one p ic ks  o u t h ig h lig h ts  o f th e  season , b u t w h a t is 
above can o n ly  be a s n a p sh o t o f w h a t w a s  s t i l l  a v e ry  good 
season . O u r b o w le rs  g e n e ra lly  d id  n o t p e rh a p s  do th e m s e lve s  
fu l l  ju s t ic e  o ve r th e  season , th o u g h  w e  d id  b o w l o u t a l l  o u r 
sc h o o l o p p o n e n ts  in S co tla n d . Jo n o  B ecks , w ith  28 w ic k e ts  a t 
13.36 and th re e  h a u ls  o f five  o r  m o re  w ic k e ts  in  an in n in g s , 
w a s  th e  s p e a rh e a d  o f th e  a tta c k , a b ly  a b e tte d  by C h a rlie  
L e a d b e tte r  (1 6 0 1 6.8 1 ) and Ross A n d e rs  120015.9).

In th e  b a tt in g  d e p a r tm e n t,  S am  G raves f in is h e d  to p  w ith  
375 ru n s  a t ju s t  u n d e r  42 p e r  in n in g s ,T o m  H in e  sc o re d  tw o  
u n b e a te n  c e n tu r ie s  to  a ve ra g e  ju s t  u n d e r  40 w ith  th e  m o s t 
ru n s  (392) o f a n y  b a ts m a n , and  J a m ie  C a ch ia  in  h is  f i r s t  f u l l  
se a s o n  as o p e n e r  d id  w e l l  w ith  259 a t an  a ve ra g e  o f 37. 
H a rd ly  a n yo n e  e ls e  had  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  m a k e  m a n y  ru n s , 
so  w e ll  d id  th e  to p  th re e  b a t. In th e  f ie ld  I have  to  m e n tio n  
o u r  'o f f s id e - t r io '  -  D a n n y  H o ffm a n , R o b in  S na p e  a n d  A d a m  
S te p h e n s  -  w h o  w e re  p re d a to ry  and  gave  m a n y  an 
o p p o s it io n  a s c a re , n o t o n ly  w ith  th e ir  g ro u n d  f ie ld in g , b u t 
a ls o  th e ir  o u ts ta n d in g  c a tc h in g . T he  s id e  w a s  w e ll - le d  by 
R oss A n d e rs  a nd , in  h is  a b se n ce  fo llo w in g  in ju ry  a g a in s t 
D u lw ic h , by Tom  H ine .

O ver th e  c o u rs e  o f a lo n g  se a s o n  one  in c u rs  a s e r ie s  o f 
d e b ts . To E a rn s id e  w h o  fu lf i le d  a l l  o u r  t ra v e l n e e d s  go o u r  
th a n k s  fo r  th e ir  u n r iv a lle d  s e rv ic e . T h a n k s  a re  a ls o  d u e  to  
C a ro l D u ffy  and  h e r  s ta f f  a t S od e xho  w h o  p ro v id e d  th e  b e s t 
lu n c h e s  on th e  c ir c u it .  F in a lly  to  Jo h n  N e w a ll and  h is  s ta ff ,  
th a n k s  fo r  th e ir  s te r l in g  w o rk  on o u r  p itc h e s  and  o u tf ie ld s . 
In w h a t w a s  a fa r  f ro m  e a sy  s u m m e r  fo r  p itc h  p ro d u c tio n  
o u r  g ro u n d s  w e re  f u l l  o f ru n s , q u ic k ly  sco re d .

A m o n g s t th e  te a c h in g  and  c o a c h in g  s ta ff ,  th a n k s  a re  d u e  to  
R o b e r t P ro c to r  fo r  k e e p in g  m e  sa n e  d u r in g  th e  F e s tiv a l and  
q u ie t ly  a c c e p tin g  h is  te a m 's  b e in g  d e va s ta te d  by p la y e rs  
b e in g  n ic k e d  fo r  th e  1st XI. A  s p e c ia l w o rd  o f th a n k s  g o e s to  
N ic k  Du B o u la y  w h o  c o n t in u e s  to  d is p e n s e  w is d o m  to  o u r  
b a ts m e n . One h o p e s  h is  d o d gy  a n k le s  a llo w  h im  to  c o n tin u e  
to  p la y  a p a r t  w ith  th e  1st XI n e x t se a so n . W ith  h a lf  th e  
te a m  le a v in g , n e x t s u m m e r  w i l l  la rg e ly  be one  o f re b u ild in g , 
b u t th e  b o w lin g  a tta c k  a l l  r e tu rn s  a n d  m u c h  w i l l  d e p e n d  on 
re tu rn in g  p la y e rs ' e x p e r ie n c e s  o f th is  a n d  la s t se a so n .

R H F



C R I C K E T

R A T  H A L L I A N  2 0 0 3 - 0 4

I BATTING: (QUALIFICATION 150 RUNS AND 3 COMPLETED INNINGS)

IN IT IA L S IN N S NOT OUTS RUNS HIG HEST
SCORE

100S AVERAGE

S. GRAVES 12 3 375 103* 1 4 1 .67

T. W. F. H IN E 12 2 392 106* 2 39.2

J. D. C AC H IA 10 3 259 66* - 3 7 .00

* n o t o u t
........................ ................... ..

NAM E OVERS M A ID EN S RUNS W IC K ETS BEST
B OW LING

AVERAGE

J . F. BECKS 1 22.3 21 3 74 28 5 -8 13 .36

R. A N D E R S * 89 12 3 18 20 5 -4 0 15.9

C. R. LE A D B E TTE R  82 15 269 16 3 -1 3 16.81

S. GRAVES 53 1 295 10 4 -5 9 29.5

•  c a p ta in

.... ...................................................................................................................................................... 1

2ND XI

G ordon A le xa n d e r led a ve ry  s u c ce ss fu l te a m  th ro u g h  an 
en joyab le  season  w h e re  w e  lo s t o n ly  one m a tch , aw ay to 
Fe ttes. The re tu rn  f ix tu re  sa w  us ga in  revenge  ! W ith  la in  
A itke n  b eh ind  th e  s tu m p s  ta k in g  se ve ra l ca tche s  and o u r 
b o w le rs , A le xa n d e r, R ich ie  D uncan, L ach ie  S te w a rt, Rory 
C a rm ich a e l and K it H ayw ard a ll tak ing  w icke ts , and co n s is te n tly  
m an a g ing  to  pu t th e  oppos ing b a tsm an  u n d e r p ressure .

We opened o u r  season  w ith  a s tro n g  p e rfo rm a n c e  a g a in s t 
D o lla r  w in n in g  e a s ily  in th e  end. We th e n  m oved onto  
G le n a lm o n d  w ho  b a tted  a l i t t le  too  long , the  g am e e nd ing  in a 
d u ll d raw . A fte r  th e  f ir s t  Fe ttes g am e  cam e  L o re tto , w h o m  w e 
ove rcam e  e ve n tu a lly , b u t w e  n eve r looked  lik e  th e  s ide  th a t 
de fea ted  D o lla r. E d in b u rg h  A cadem y v is ite d  a fte r  h a lf te rm , 
b u t d e sp ite  a p o o r b a ttin g  d is p la y  by us w e  ran  o u t w in n e rs  
by 3 w ic ke ts , th a n k s  in la rg e  p a rt to  K it H a yw a rd 's  ru n s . 
M erch is to n , b o ls te re d  by so m e  s e n io r p la ye rs  w h o  had 
d ism isse d  us ch e a p ly  la s t yea r, w e re  s tro n g  b u t th e ir  
re a so n a b le  to ta l w a s  f in a lly  o ve rta ken  in th e  th ird  b u t la s t 
over, C o rb e tt s tay ing  a t th e  crease  fo r  a good knock . B enno  
R a w linso n  w o rke d  hard  to keep h is  w ic k e t th ro u g h o u t the  
season , b u t o n ly  le t loose once. R ich ie  D uncan p layed  h is  w ay 
in to  th e  1st XI fo r  one  m a tch  b u t re tu rn e d  to  us and took 
w ic k e ts  and sco red  ru n s  on a c o n s is te n t basis. The  re ve la tio n  
o f th e  season  w a s  K it H ayw ard  w h o  changed fro m  s lo w  sp in  
b o w lin g  to  m e d iu m  sw ing  b o w lin g  w ith  g re a t e ffec t.

A l l  in a ll ,  good  se a son  w h ic h  w a s b le sse d  w ith  so m e  good 
w e a th e r  and p le a s in g  re s u lts .
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JUNIOR COLTS

A n e a r ly  se a s o n  w in  a g a in s t D o lla r  A c a d e m y  by 4 w ic k e ts  
p ro v id e d  m u c h  n e e de d  c o n fid e n c e  fo r  th e  s id e , b e fo re  
e m b a rk in g  on th e  lo c a l d e rb y  g a m e  a g a in s t G le n a lm o n d . 
F ie ld in g  a w e a k e n e d  s id e  d u e  to  o th e r  s c h o o l 
c o m m itm e n ts ,  th o s e  th a t  s to o d  in  e p ito m is e d  th e  s id e 's  
e a g e rn e s s  to  co m p e te  a n d  n o t th ro w  in  th e  to w e l. 
R e s tr ic t in g  G le n a lm o n d  to  114, S tr a th a l la n  w e n t a b o u t th e  
ta s k  o f a ru n  ch a se  k n o w in g  th a t  th e y  had  te n  le s s  o ve rs  in  
w h ic h  to  o ve rc o m e  th e  C o lle g e 's  to ta l.  V a lia n t a t te m p ts  to  
ke e p  up w ith  th e  re q u ire d  ru n  ra te  ca m e  a t th e  e xp e n se  o f 
fa l l in g  w ic k e ts .  A t 65 fo r  7, hope  ru n n in g  o u t, v a lu a b le  
c o n tr ib u t io n s  fro m  th o s e  c o v e rin g  fo r  a b s e n te e s  g o t us to  
th e  la s t o v e r -n e e d in g  2 ru n s  to  w in . T ig h t f in is h e s  u n n e rv e  
th e  m o s t e x p e r ie n c e d  p la y e rs  a n d  h a v in g  sc o re d  a s in g le  o ff 
th e  f i r s t  b a ll to  le v e l th e  s c o re s , an a t te m p t to  s c ra m b le  th e  
w in n in g  ru n  o ff  th e  n e x t b a ll le d  to  c o n fu s io n  a m o n g s t a l l  
on th e  f ie ld ,  an u n fo r tu n a te  s l ip  by R o ry  M c lle la n , a n d  th e  
re s u lt in g  r u n -o u t  by c e n t im e tre s !  A  t re m e n d o u s  g a m e  
e n jo ye d  by a l l  th o s e  w a tc h in g .

L if te d  by o u r  t ie  w ith  G le n a lm o n d , G o rd o u n s to n  ca m e  to  
S tra th a l la n  w ith  th e  h o m e  s id e  c o n f id e n t o f p o s tin g  a 
s iz e a b le  to ta l.  C o n tr ib u t io n s  fro m  m a n y  th ro u g h o u t th e  
b a tt in g  l in e -u p  (J a m e s  B a lfo u r  34, F ra s e r  R a w lin s o n  23, 
A n d re w  M a rs h a ll 2 7 n .o ) m e a n t th a t a to ta l o f 138 p ro ve d  too  
m u c h  fo r  th e  v is it in g  s id e , e v e n tu a lly  b e in g  b o w le d  o u t fo r  
88. Of th e  e ig h t b o w le rs  use d , a l l  a d d ed  to  th e  p re s s u re  
b e in g  a p p lie d  to  th e  v is i to rs ,  n o ta b ly  F ra s e r  R a w lin s o n  w h o  
f in is h e d  w ith  4  w ic k e ts  fo r  8 ru n s .

F e tte s  a r r iv e d  w ith  a re p u ta tio n  o f b e in g  a fo rm id a b le  s id e  
and  so th e y  p ro ve d  to  be. B a tt in g  f ir s t ,  a m a m m o th  to ta l o f 
193 fo r  4  le f t  th e  s id e  a l i t t le  s h e ll-s h o c k e d  a n d  d e s p ite  
s o m e  lu s ty  b lo w s  fro m  A n d re w  M a rs h a ll (30 I, a re a rg u a rd  
a c tio n  fro m  J a m e s  B a lfo u r  (13), th e  F e tte s  a tta c k  c o n tro lle d  
th e  g a m e  fro m  th e  s ta r t  and  d is m is s e d  S tra th a l la n  fo r  80.

B a tte re d  and  a l i t t le  b ru is e d , L o re tto  fo llo w e d  on th e  b a ck  
o f o u r  m a u lin g  by F e tte s . O p tin g  to  b a t f i r s t ,  S tr a th a lla n  
w e n t a b o u t th e  ta s k  o f p o s tin g  a c o m p e tit iv e  sc o re  w ith  
so m e  g u s to . N o t o n ly  d id  th e  te a m  p o s t an  im p re s s iv e  sco re  
o f 173 b u t a ls o  m an a g e d  to  s c o re  th e s e  ru n s  v e ry  q u ic k ly . 
The  m a in  p e rp e t ra to r  w a s  a g a in  A n d re w  M a rs h a ll,  s c o r in g  
a r u n - a - b a l l  53, w ith  c o n tr ib u t io n s  fro m  F e lix  K ee n e  (33) 
and  N ic k  G iesse  (26). L o re tto ,  h a v in g  been a ffo rd e d  
a d d it io n a l o ve rs  d u e  to  th e  sp e e d  in w h ic h  S tra th  b a tte d , 
p u t up s te rn  re s is ta n c e  and  h e ld  on fo r  th e  d ra w . A n d re w  
M a rs h a ll c o m p le te d  h is  M an o f th e  M a tc h  p e r fo rm a n c e  
ta k in g  th re e  o f th e  s ix  w ic k e ts  to  fa ll .

O u r re tu rn  m a tc h  w ith  F e tte s  in  E d in b u rg h  w a s  a m u ch  
b e t te r  p e r fo rm a n c e . P u tt in g  th e  h o m e  s id e  in to  ba t, 
S tra th a l la n  re s tr ic te d  th e  sco re  to  118 fo r  8 w ith  s o m e  good 
b o w lin g  fro m  F ra s e r  R a w lin s o n  and  Toby R o b e r ts o n . S ad ly  
w e  co u ld  n o t c a p ita lis e  on th is  lo w  ta rg e t,  a n d  w e re  b o w le d  
o u t fo r  ju s t  58.

W ith  c o n fid e n c e  a l i t t le  lo w  a f te r  s u c c u m b in g  to  F e tte s , it 
w a s  to  be a ta l l  o rd e r  in  ra is in g  o u r  g a m e  fo r  th e  t r ip  to  
E d in b u rg h  A ca d e m y . B a tt in g  f i r s t  on a liv e ly  p itc h , w e 
s tru g g le d  to  59 a l l  o u t, w ith  o n ly  F ra s e r  R a w lin s o n  b e in g  
a b le  to  b a tt le  it  o u t fo r  a b e ll ig e re n t  17 ru n s  w h ils t  w ic k e ts  
f e l l  a t th e  o th e r  e n d . S et o n ly  a s m a ll ta rg e t to  w in , th e  
A c a d e m y  s u rp a s s e d  th e  59 ru n s  to  w in , lo s in g  o n ly  3 
w ic k e ts  in  d o in g  so.

W h a t p ro ve d  to  be o u r  la s t m a tc h  d u e  to  th e  w e a th e r  w a s 
a g a in s t K in g  E dw a rd  V1 S c h o o l f ro m  S tra tfo rd -u p o n -A v o n . 
B a tt in g  f ir s t ,  th e  T o u r is ts  re a ch e d  1 4 0 -9  in  th e ir  a llo t te d  35 
o ve rs . A c c u ra te  b o w lin g  fro m  Toby R o b e r ts o n , N ic k  G e isse  
a nd  A s h le y  P a le d i k e p t th e  v is i to rs  a t bay, w h ils t  an 
e x c e lle n t s p e l l f ro m  F ra s e r  R a w lin s o n , c la im in g  5 w ic k e ts ,  
r ip p e d  o u t th e  m id d le  o rd e r. W ith  30 o ve rs  a v a ila b le  to  ba t, 
S tra th  to o k  to  th e  ta s k  o f c h a s in g  th e  to ta l a s  th e  ra in  ca m e  
d o w n . In p o o r c o n d it io n s  th e  to u r is ts  to o k  th e  u p p e r hand  
a nd  a t 2 5 -5  h o p es  o f a f in a l w in  w e re  b e in g  d a m p e n e d  by 
im p re s s iv e  b o w lin g  and  d e te r io ra t in g  w e a th e r. E n te r s ta g e  
F ra s e r R a w lin s o n  (20), F e lix  K ee n e  (28) and  N ic k  G iesse  (53 
n .o .), a l l  o f w h o m  s h o w e d  tru e  g r i t  in  a t te m p tin g  to  fa s h io n  
a h ig h ly  u n lik e ly  w in . In d e e d , s u c h  w a s  th e ir  c h a ra c te r  th a t 
th e  g a m e  sw u n g  f u l l  c irc le ,  re q u ir in g  9 fro m  th e  la s t over. 
A la s , th is  p ro ve d  to o  m u c h  w ith  th e  g a m e  f in is h in g  in  heavy 
d a rk e n e d  ra in y  s k ie s  w ith  S tra th a l la n  fa ll in g  s h o r t  by 4 
ru n s , b u t c la im in g  a h a rd  fo u g h t d ra w .

F e lix  K ee n e  (C a p ta in ) a b ly  a s s is te d  by Toby R o b e r ts o n  (V- 
C a p ta in ) m an a g e d  th e  te a m  fro m  th e  f ro n t ,  a lw a ys  sh o w in g  
le a d e rs h ip , c o m p e tit iv e n e s s , e n c o u ra g e m e n t,  re a lis m  and  a 
s e n s e  o f g a m e s m a n s h ip  - m y  th a n k s  to  th e m  bo th .

A nd f in a l ly  - to  th e  o th e r  m e m b e rs  o f s ta f f  w h o  gave  up 
th e ir  t im e  to  s u p p o r t  c r ic k e t  in  th e  th ird  fo rm , n a m e ly  G reg 
R oss, J e ff  G o d d a rd  and  Ken D u tto n . I a m  t r u ly  g ra te fu l fo r  
y o u r  e f fo r ts  and  e n c o u ra g e m e n t.  P a r t ic u la r  th a n k s  go to  
K en  D u tto n , w h o  h a s  t ir e le s s ly  s u p p o r te d  c r ic k e t  a t 
S tra th a l la n  fo r  34 y e a rs  and  to  w h ic h  I ow e, in  no s m a ll 
p a r t ,  m y  love  o f th e  g a m e . O u r b e s t w is h e s  go w ith  h im  and 
I t r u s t  th a t  he w i l l  e n jo y  h is  re t ire m e n t.
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S T R  A T H  A L L I  A N  2 0 0 3 - 0 4

One o f th e  m a in  h ig h lig h ts  o f th e  s u c c e s s fu l 2003 to u r  to  
A u s tra lia  w a s  th e  c o m m itm e n t d e m o n s tra te d  by m a n y  o f th e  
L o w e r S ix th  p u p ils  w h o  w e  hoped  w o u ld  m a ke  up a la rg e  
p a r t  o f th is  se a s o n 's  1st XV. A lw a ys  e a g e r to  le a rn  th e y  w e re  
b o th  an e x c itin g  g ro u p  to  w o rk  w ith  and a ta le n te d  bun ch  
o f you n g  s p o rts m e n . T h e  m e m o r ie s  o f A u s tra lia  had h a rd ly  
d im in is h e d  by th e  o n se t o f p re -s e a s o n  ca m p  and  the  
re tu rn in g  p u p ils  w e re  se le c te d  fro m  th e  th re e  s e n io r  ye a rs . 
O u r o n -g o in g  re la t io n s h ip  w ith  bo th  P e r th s h ire  R u g by C lub  
and th e  S c o tt is h  R ugby U n io n  C a le d o n ia  A ca d e m y a llo w e d  
u s  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  o f so m e  to p  le v e l co a c h in g  in th e  g u ise  
o f S am  K e le ta  and J o n o  P h ill ip s .  B o th  co a che s  p re se n te d  th e  
boys w ith  so m e  in te re s t in g  and  e ffe c tiv e  te c h n iq u e s  and  w e  
w e re  a b le  to  a s s im ila te  so m e  o f th e se  key a s p e c ts  in to  o u r  
t ra in in g . T he  fo u r  days s p e n t a t p re -s e a s o n  a llo w  bo th  
c o a che s  and  p la y e rs  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  h ig h lig h t a s u ita b le  
p la y in g  s ty le  and  w e  w e re  a b le  to  o b se rv e  th e  p ro g re s s  m ade  
d u r in g  a v e ry  c o m p e tit iv e  m a tc h  a g a in s t S tir l in g  C o u n ty  
U 18s. A lth o u g h  b o th  te a m s  w e re  in  th e  e a r ly  s ta g e s  o f th e ir  
se a s o n s  th is  w a s  an a b s o rb in g  e n c o u n te r and  th ro u g h  a w e ll 
d r i l le d  a d va n ta g e  a t s e t p iece  w e  w e re  a b le  to  re co rd  a 12-10 
w in . It w a s  p le a s in g  to  see  a s tro n g  te a m  s p ir it  e m e rg in g  
th ro u g h o u t th e  squ a d  and  th e  d e fe n s iv e  e f fo r ts  fro m  a ll 
in vo lved  w a s  a p a r t ic u la r  s tre n g th .

T he  f i r s t  S a tu rd a y  b a ck  p re s e n te d  u s  w ith  a h o m e  g a m e  
a g a in s t H ig h  S c h o o l o f G la sg o w . A lth o u g h  a re la t iv e ly  n e w  
f ix tu re  on o u r  ca rd  it  is  a p p a re n t th a t th is  is  a good  e a r ly  
se a s o n  m a tc h  fo r  b o th  te a m s . T h e re  w e re  c e r ta in ly  s e v e ra l 
m is ta k e s  m a d e  b u t w ith  b o th  s q u a d s  t ry in g  to  p la y  ru n n in g  
ru g b y  th e re  w a s  m u c h  to  be e n jo ye d . The  boys fe lt  th a t th e y  
co u ld  have  ta k e n  m o re  fro m  th is  m a tc h  b u t a 10 -  5 w in  
re f le c te d  th e  o ld  m a n tra  th a t  you  m u s t ta k e  y o u r  ch a n ce s  
w h e n  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  a r is e s .

H a v in g  m e t th e  H ig h  S ch o o l o f N o r th  B e rw ic k  in  th e  
S c o tt is h  S c h o o ls ' C up la s t y e a r  a l l  in vo lve d  fe lt  th a t a re tu rn  
f ix tu re  w o u ld  be o f b e n e fit .  T he  h a rd  w o rk  u n d e r ta k e n  by 
th e ir  v o lu n ta ry  co a c h in g  s ta f f  ha s  pa id  o ff and  w ith  s e v e ra l 
o f t h e ir  p la y e rs  in vo lve d  in  th e  d is t r ic t  s e t up  th is  w a s  once  
a g a in  n e ve r g o in g  to  be an e a sy  m a tc h . T h ro u g h  s o m e  w e ll 
o rg a n is e d  d e fe n c e  w e  w e re  a b le  to  c o n ta in  th e ir  ru n n in g  
o p t io n s  and  as th e  m a tc h  d e ve lo p e d  o u r  a sc e n d a n c y  in  b o th  
s c ru m  and lin e  o u t b e g an  to  ta ke  e ffe c t. T he  w in n in g  sco re  
lin e  o f 20 -  0 w a s  a ch ieve d  th ro u g h  a c o m b in a t io n  o f 
p o w e r fu l d r iv in g  and  good h a n d lin g  th ro u g h o u t th e  te a m . 
W ith  th e  im p o r ta n t  l in k  a t h a lf  b a c k s  fu n c t io n in g  w e ll  th e  
o u ts id e  b a ck s  w e re  g ive n  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  ru n .

Le av ing  S tra th a lla n  fo r  an e a r ly  m o rn in g  s ta r t  in  G la sg o w  
o fte n  c re a te s  a d if f ic u lty  in  fo cu s in g  on th e  g a m e  ahead. 
R ecen t e n c o u n te rs  w ith  G la sg o w  A ca d e m y have been w e ll 
co n te s te d  a ffa irs  and th e  squad  kn e w  th a t th e y  w o u ld  have to 
a rr iv e  ready to  p la y  fro m  th e  o ff. The  c o m p e tit io n  fo r  p la ces  
p re se n te d  th e  co a che s w ith  a co u p le  o f d if f ic u lt  d e c is io n s  and 
th is  m a tc h  sa w  th e  p ro m o tio n  o f J a m ie  C ach ia  to  th e  ro le  o f 
o u ts id e  ce n tre . A ny co n c e rn s  re g a rd in g  w e a rin e s s  fro m  th e  
jo u rn e y  w e re  soon  d is s ip a te d  as th e  s ta r t in g  te a m  w e re  q u ic k  
to  a d a p t to  th e  d a m p  c o n d it io n s  u n d e rfo o t. T h e re  is  th e  o ld  
adage  th a t th e  fo rw a rd s  spend  a l l  day p ro d u c in g  e xc e lle n t 
b a ll fo r  th e  b a cks  to  s p ill ,  o v e r- ru n  and  g e n e ra lly  sq u a n d e r 
b u t th e re  w a s  a re a l z ip  to  th e  b a c k lin e  p a ss in g  and  a l l  c re d it 
to  th e  G la sg o w  d e fen ce  as th e y  ke p t th e  lid  on so m e  e ffe c tive  
ru n n in g  and s u p p o rt play. T h is  g ro u p  o f boys w e re  a lw a ys 
th o u g h tfu l a t tra in in g  and  a lth o u g h  a 15 -  0 v ic to ry  w a s 
re co rde d  you  co u ld  sense  th a t th e y  fe lt  th a t fa r  m o re  cou ld  
have been ta ke n  fro m  th is  m a tch .

L o re tto  ca m e  to  S tra th a l la n  on th e  b a ck  o f s o m e  c lo se  
fo u g h t m a tc h e s  and  th e  1 s t XV so o n  re a lis e d  th a t  th is  w o u ld  
be a m a tc h  th a t  w o u ld  re q u ire  th a t a l l  te a m  m e m b e rs  w o rk  
to  th e ir  f u l l  p o te n t ia l th ro u g h o u t.  O nce a g a in  th e  
c o m b in a t io n  a t h a lf  b a ck  and  th e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  b e tw e e n  
D a n n y  H o ffm a n  a n d  R o ry  C a rm ic h a e l p re s e n te d  th e  
o p p o s it io n  w ith  s e v e ra l p ro b le m s  to  c o n te n d  w ith .  F o r th e  
s p e c ta to rs  th is  w a s  p ro v in g  to  be a f r u s t r a t in g  e n c o u n te r  as 
th e  S tra th a l la n  1 s t XV w e re  ju s t  fa il in g  to  c a p ita lis e  on th e  
h o ld  th e y  had  u p o n  th e  m a tc h . A  w e ll w o rk e d  s c o re  se e m e d  
to  be th e  c a ta ly s t fo r  th e  te a m  to  s te p  up a n o th e r  g e a r  b u t 
in ju ry  to  E w an T e m p le m a n  re s u lte d  in th e  m a tc h 's  b e in g  
s to p p e d  fo r  a lo n g  p e r io d  b e fo re  b o th  te a m s  m ove d  ca m p  to  
L it t le  A c re  fo r  th e  f in a l tw e n ty  m in u te s . W ith  th e  fo cu s  
s o m e w h a t lo s t n e ith e r  te a m  w a s  a b le  to  p u t to g e th e r  any 
s ig n if ic a n t  p a ss a g e s  o f p la y  and  th e  s c o re - lin e  re m a in e d  a t 
a 7 -  0 w in  fo r  S tra th a lla n .

The  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f a f ix tu re  ca rd  w ith  th e  H igh  S c h o o l o f 
D u n d e e  ha s been  w e lc o m e d  by a l l  in vo lve d  and  w ith  s e v e ra l 
o f th e  boys a lre a d y  a c q u a in te d  th ro u g h  re p re s e n ta t iv e  
ru g b y  th is  is  an e n g a g in g  e n c o u n te r . Q u ick  se c o n d  and 
s u b s e q u e n t p h a se  b a ll is  seen  by m o s t to  be th e  p la t fo rm  a 
h a n d lin g  te a m  e n jo y s  p la y in g  fro m  and th e  p a ck  a n d  h a lf 
b a c k s  lin k e d  v e ry  w e ll to  a ch ie v e  ju s t  th is .  W ith  th e  a b il ity  
to  ke e p  p o ss e s s io n  th ro u g h  s e v e ra l p a ss a g e s  o f p la y  
S tra th a l la n  w e re  a b le  to  m ove  th e  o p p o s it io n  a ro u n d  and 
u t i l is e  th e  g a p s  c re a te d . T he  t r ie s  sco re d  o u t w id e  w e re  an 
in d ic a t io n  o f th e  s t re n g th  o f h a n d lin g  th ro u g h o u t  th e  te a m  
a nd a lth o u g h  a s o ft t r y  w a s  lo s t ju s t  b e fo re  h a lf  t im e  th e  
te a m  se e m e d  to  be w e ll in  c o n tro l.  A ga in  an in ju ry  fo rce d  
a lo n g  d e la y  a n d  in d e e d  a c h a n g e  o f p itc h  b u t th is  t im e  th e  
fo c u s  w a s  m a in ta in e d  a n d  a th re e  t r y  lead  w a s  q u ic k ly  
e s ta b lis h e d . T he  la s t fe w  m in u te s  b e ca m e  s l ig h t ly  to o  c lo se  
fo r  c o m fo r t  and  th e  boys n eed  to  re m e m b e r  to  f in is h  te a m s  
o ff w h e n  th e y  a re  in  th e  a sce n d a n cy . In  th e  end  a sc o re  lin e  
o f 22 -  17 to  S tra th a l la n  d id  n o t do ju s t ic e  to  th e  p o ss e s s io n  
and  te r r i t o r y  th a t th e  te a m  had e n jo ye d  b u t it  p re s e n te d  th e  
sq u a d  w ith  a fo c u s  fo r  fo r th c o m in g  tra in in g .
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W ith  th e  w e e k ly  re s u lts  d is p la y e d  in th e  n e w s p a p e rs  it 
b e ca m e  a p p a re n t th a t  o u r  n e x t m a tc h  a g a in s t F e tte s  
C o lle g e  w o u ld  re q u ire  a s ig n if ic a n t  s te p  up in te rm s  of 
p e r fo rm a n c e . F e tte s  a w a y is  a lw a y s  a to u g h  ta s k , b u t th e  
te a m  w a rm e d  up in  a re la x e d  m o o d  and  s ta r te d  th e  m a tc h  
w e ll in  a l l  th e  e a r ly  exch an g e s. Good lin e o u t w o rk  
s u p p le m e n te d  by c a re fu l c o n tro l a t th e  co n ta c t p o in t a llo w e d  
th e  te a m  s lo w ly  to  ga in  th e  u p p e r h and. T u rn in g  ro u n d  w ith  a 
tw o  t r y  lead  th is  t im e  th e  boys e n su re d  th a t th e y  d id  no t a llo w  
th e ir  h o s ts  in  a t a l l  and w ith  A lis ta ir  M a th e r ru n n in g  in th re e  
t r ie s  w h ils t  p la y in g  a t p rop  th is  w a s  an a fte rn o o n  th a t w o u ld  
ta ke  p rid e  o f p lace  in m a n y  sc ra p  b ooks. E ve n tua l 2 8 - 0  
w in n e rs  th is  w a s  th e  b e s t e xa m p le  o f an in d u s tr io u s  and 
su p p o rtiv e  g ro u p  p la y in g  to w a rd s  th e ir  p o te n tia l.

Up u n t i l  th is  p o in t th e  1st XV s t r ip  had  a s l ig h t ly  d if fe re n t  
s ty le  to  it  as w e  w a ite d  fo r  th e  d e liv e ry  o f th e  n o rm a l 
d e s ig n . M u ch  ha s  b een  w r i t te n  a b o u t s p o r ts m e n  a n d  th e ir  
o b se ss iv e  ro u t in e s  b e fo re  m a tc h e s  a n d  th e re  d e ve lo p e d  
m u c h  d is c u s s io n  as to  w h e th e r  th e  sq u a d  s h o u ld  s t ic k  to  
th e  "w in n in g  c o lo u rs " .  S ad ly , w e  o p te d  fo r  a c h a n g e  and 
m e t G le n a lm o n d  C o lle g e  a t h o m e  in  th e  r e g u la r  c o lo u rs . 
P o te n t ia l w a s  m e n tio n e d  in th e  p re c e d in g  p a ra g ra p h  and  to  
a ch ie v e  a t a h ig h  le v e l c o n s is te n t ly  you  m u s t p la y  a t o r  a t 
le a s t a ro u n d  it  a t a l l  t im e s . A lw a y s  a to u g h  e n c o u n te r  th is  is 
a m a tc h  th a t  re q u ire s  th e  c o m p e tit iv e  e dge  in  a l l  a re a s . 
A fte r  a s e r ie s  o f s e t p ie c e s  it  b e ca m e  a p p a re n t th a t  an 
is su e  had  a r is e n  in  th e  f ro n t  ro w  a n d  th e  re fe re e  d e c id e d  
th a t  B ru c e  L e rm a n  p la y in g  a t lo o s e -h e a d  w a s  d r iv in g  up 
th ro u g h  h is  o p p o s it io n . A t a c r u c ia l m o m e n t in  th e  g a m e  
B ru c e  w a s  c a rd e d  fo r  th is  p e rce ive d  in f r in g e m e n t a n d  th e  
re s u lt in g  s c ru m  p re s e n te d  G le n a lm o n d  w ith  a s c o re . A 
se c o n d  la te  t r y  le f t  th e  h o s ts  w a lk in g  o ff  w ith  a 12 - 0  lo ss  
and  th e  v id e o  a n a ly s is  s h o w in g  th a t w e  d id  n o t ta ke  th e  
o p p o r tu n it ie s  o ffe re d  us. T ra in in g  on T u e sd a y  w a s  
d o m in a te d  by th a t  r u e fu l fe e lin g .

B e c a u se  w e 'd  f in is h e d  in  th e  la s t s ix te e n  o f th e  S c o tt is h  
S c h o o ls ' C up in 2003 o u r  re w a rd  w a s  a bye th ro u g h  to  th e  
la s t t h ir t y  tw o  and  th e  d ra w  p re s e n te d  us w ith  a n o th e r  
f ix tu re  a g a in s t G la sg o w  A ca d e m y. P la y in g  on B ig  A c re  th e  
sq u a d , in v o lv in g  a fe w  n e w  fa ce s , p la ye d  w ith  c o n v ic t io n  and 
d e te rm in a tio n  th ro u g h o u t  a n d  w e re  w o r th y  2 3 -3  w in n e rs  
a c ro s s  th e  p iece .

The  t r ip  d o w n  to  C o ll in to n  to  m e e t M e rc h is to n  C a s tle  w a s  
a s u b d u e d  a f fa ir  w ith  th e  lo w  ly in g  c lo u d  h a rd ly  a llo w in g  
th e  su n  to  b re a k  th ro u g h  fo r  th e  a fte rn o o n  k ic k  o ff. I have  
m e n tio n e d  b e fo re  th a t  yo u  o fte n  g e t a fe e l fo r  h o w  th e  g a m e  
w i l l  p ro g re s s  by th e  m a n n e r  in  w h ic h  th e  w a rm -u p  is  
u n d e r ta k e n  a n d  to d a y  it ju s t  w a s  n o t q u ite  s e q u e n c in g . B o th  
te a m s  s tru g g le d  to  p la y  a n y  e n te rp r is in g  ru g b y  and  w ith  th e  
so u n d  o f th e  f in a l w h is t le  th e  te a m s  had  a ra th e r  re s ig n e d  
lo o k  th a t s u m m e d  up th e  fe e lin g s  o f th e  to u c h lin e . A  15 -  3 
lo s s  w a s  re f le c t iv e  o f a la c k  o f u rg e n c y  a ro u n d  th e  p a rk  b u t 
th e  b a c k lin e  s h o u ld  be c o m m e n d e d  fo r  th e ir  e ffe c tiv e  
c o n tro l in  d e fe n s iv e  d u tie s .

W ith  B ig  A c re  p la y in g  w e ll  th ro u g h  d u e  to  th e  a tte n t io n s  o f 
H ead G ro u n d s m a n  Jo h n  N e w a ll w e  w e lc o m e d  E d in b u rg h  
A c a d e m y  o n to  an e x c e lle n t s u r fa c e  fo r  ru n n in g  ru g b y . 
A lth o u g h  d is a p p o in te d  by re c e n t r e s u lts  th e  1 s t XV s ta r te d  
th e  m a tc h  s t ro n g ly  a n d  w e re  a s k in g  th e  o p p o s it io n  s e v e ra l 
d i f f ic u lt  q u e s t io n s . The  c o m b in a t io n  o f p o w e r fu l d r iv e n  b a ll 
o f f  th e  g ro u n d  a n d  R o ry  C a rm ic h a e l's  p u tt in g  h is  o u ts id e  
b a ck s  th ro u g h  a v a r ie ty  o f g a p s  in  th e  d e fe n s iv e  s t r u c tu re  
e n s u re d  th a t  th e  s c o re  b o a rd  s ta r te d  to  t ic k  over. A t th re e  
t r ie s  to  one  up th e  b a ck s  w e re  s ta r t in g  to  g e t th ro u g h  a t 
w i l l  b u t sa d ly  an  in ju ry  in  c o n ta c t to  R o ry  C a rm ic h a e l en d ed  
h is  a fte rn o o n  w ith  15 m in u te s  to  go. W ith  F ra s e r  P h ilip  
fo llo w in g  R o ry  o f f  to  th e  M e d ic a l C e n tre  tw o  m in u te s  la te r  
th e  sp in e  w a s  s ta r t in g  to  go fro m  th e  te a m . A l l  c re d it  to  
E d in b u rg h  A c a d e m y  fo r  p u tt in g  th e  p re s s u re  on in  th e  
c lo s in g  s ta g e s  a n d  w ith  n o t fa r  o f f  th e  t r a d it io n a l " la s t  k ic k  
o f th e  g a m e "  th e y  p u lle d  a 15 -  17 w in  to  ta k e  b a ck  s o u th .

T he  in ju ry  a t th e  p iv o ta l p o s it io n  o f s ta n d -o f f  re q u ire d  J a m ie  
C a ch ia  to  m ove  in f ie ld  and  th e  re - j ig g e d  te a m  p re p a re d  w e ll 
fo r  th e  v is i t  o f D o lla r  A ca d e m y . O v e rn ig h t ra in  w a s  th e  f ir s t  
s u s ta in e d  p e r io d  o f bad w e a th e r  fo r  m a n y  m o n th s  a n d  J o h n  
N e w a ll and  h is  a s s is ta n ts  m u s t be c o n g ra tu la te d  on 
e n s u r in g  th a t th e  m a tc h  w e n t  a h e a d . T he  o p e n in g  
e x c h a n g e s  w e re  e ve n ly  m a tc h e d  w ith  D o lla r  ju s t  g e tt in g  
a h e a d  th ro u g h  s o m e  p re c is e  k ic k in g  fro m  th e ir  s c ru m  h a lf. 
T h e  S tra th a l la n  p a ck  w a s  s ta r t in g  to  g e t th e  u p p e r  h and  
w h e n  in ju ry  to  J a m ie  C a ch ia  re s u lte d  in  D a n ny  H o ffm a n n 's  
s te p p in g  in to  s ta n d -o f f  a n d  a re s h u f f le  o n ce  a g a in  to  th e  
b a ck  lin e . D is ru p te d , w e  m a n a g e d  to  p u l l  th e  s c o re lin e  to  
ju s t  a co n v e r te d  t r y  b u t th e  s u s ta in e d  p re s s u re  w a s  w e l l  
d e fe n d e d . The  f in a l sc o re  o f 5 -  14 w a s  D o lla r 's  c lo s e s t o f 
th e  se a s o n  and  w h ils t  th e  boys fe lt  p ro u d  o f t h e ir  e f fo r t  th e y  
a ls o  k n e w  h o w  c lo s e  th is  o n e  had been.

T h ro u g h  to  la s t s ix te e n  o f th e  cu p  w e w e re  d ra w n  a g a in s t 
E d in b u rg h  A ca d e m y once  aga in  b u t w ith  a d e p le te d  squad  th e  
jo u rn e y  so u th  w a s  a lw a ys  g o in g  to  be d if f ic u lt .  On a w e t and 
ra th e r  d re ic h  day E d in b u rg h  A ca d e m y w e re  w o r th y  w in n e rs .

T h e  f in a l m a tc h  o f th e  se a s o n  sa w  a w e a k e n e d  1st XV head 
to  G la sg o w  to  p la y  H u tc h e s o n 's  G ra m m a r. W ith  th e  h o s ts  
a ls o  u n a b le  to  f ie ld  a f u l l  s tre n g th  te a m  d u e  to  D uke  o f 
E d in b u rg h  A w a rd  c o m m itm e n ts  it  w a s  a ra th e r  m ix e d  a ffa ir . 
R o b in  S nape  s te p p e d  in to  th e  in s id e  c e n tre  p o s it io n  a n d  h is  
p o w e r fu l ru n n in g  p ro ve d  to  be a c o n s ta n t p ro b le m  fo r  th e  
h o m e  d e fe n c e . T he  f in a l s c o re  o f a 7 -3 2  w in  to  S tra th a l la n  
w a s  a fa ir  re f le c t io n  o f th is  "A" m a tc h  and  i t  gave  th e  n e w  
fa ce s  in th e  te a m  s o m e th in g  to  b u ild  u p o n  fo r  th e  a r r iv a l o f 
o u r  f i r s t  to u r in g  te a m  to  S tra th a lla n .

O a k h ill C o lle g e , S yd n e y had b een  th e  h e a v ie s t d e fe a t 
on o u r  o w n  to u r  to  A u s tra lia  a n d  w h ils t  th e  sq u a d  w e re  
ke e n  to  p la y  w e  k n e w  th a t  th is  w a s  g o in g  to  be a v e ry  h a rd  
a fte rn o o n . T h ro u g h o u t th is  m a tc h  th e  c o m m itm e n t and  
p a ss io n  th e  boys p la y e d  w ith  c o u ld  n o t be fa u lte d  a n d  th e  
h o m e  c ro w d  w a s  e n te r ta in e d  by a th r i l l in g  e n c o u n te r .



RUGBY

T he  f in a l s c o re  o f 11 - 8 le f t  th e  to u r is ts  s h e l l sh o c ke d  and 
gave th e  S tra th a l la n  boys a g re a t end  o f te rm  w in .

T he  e s ta b lis h e d  lin k s  w ith  s e v e ra l s c h o o ls  a b ro a d  a llo w e d  
u s  to  w e lc o m e  D a n ny P ue ta  and  h is  sq u a d  fro m  S t.A n d re w 's  
S co ts  C o lle g e , A rg e n tin a  a t th e  b e g in n in g  o f th e  S p r in g  
T e rm . Once a g a in  th is  w a s  a p o w e r fu l lo o k in g  g ro u p  o f 
p la y e rs  b u t th e  S tra th a l la n  sq u a d  p la ye d  w ith  th o u g h t 
th ro u g h o u t  th is  m a tc h  and  ca m e  fro m  b e h in d  to  e n s u re  an 
im p re s s iv e  1 8 - 1 0  w in . D u r in g  o u r  R u g by D in n e r  w e  ta lk e d  
a b o u t th e  m a tu r i ty  th a t had been  e v id e n t in  so m a n y  
m a tc h e s  th is  y e a r  and  th is  w a s  th e  key to  th e  s u c ce ss  o f 
th e  sq u a d  th is  se a s o n . D a n ny  H o ffm a n  m u s t be h ig h lig h te d  
as a v e ry  e ffe c tiv e  c a p ta in  w h o  p la ye d  a t th e  h ig h e s t le v e ls  
th ro u g h o u t  and  I h ope  th a t  th e  p la y e rs  can  lo o k  b a ck  u pon  
th is  y e a r w ith  a g re a t d e a l o f p r id e . Th e y p la ye d  ha rd , 
tra in e d  w e ll  and  w e re  an e x c e lle n t g ro u p  o f ro le  m o d e ls  to  
a l l  w h o  e n c o u n te re d  th e m . W ith  m a n y  c o n t in u in g  to  p la y  in  
c lu b s  a c ro s s  S c o tla n d  n e x t y e a r  I am  s u re  th a t th e y  w i l l  
c o n tin u e  to  im p re s s  and  g a in  e n jo y m e n t fro m  th is  s p o r t .
The  le a v in g  g ro u p  w i l l  be a to u g h  a c t to  fo llo w  b u t th e y  have 
se t th e  s ta n d a rd  fo r  th o s e  w h o  fo llo w  to  t r y  a n d  e m u la te .

M R A J B T

2ND XV RUGBY

T h is  w a s  a ve ry  good season . As so o fte n  h appens , th e  m o re  
m a tu re  and e xp e rie n ce d  a s ide , th e  g re a te r th e ir  success .
We s ta rte d  th e  season  w ith  a to u g h  m a tc h  a t h o m e  a g a in s t 
H igh  sc h o o l o f G la sg o w  fro m  w h ic h  w e  e m e rg e d  w ith  an 
11-0 w in . The  fo llo w in g  T h u rsd a y  w e  had a c o m fo rta b le  aw ay 
w in  a g a in s t N o rth  B e rw ic k  HS, 53 -0  and b re ached  th e  100 
p o in ts  m a rk  w ith  a 56 -3  w in  o ve r H ow e of F ife. T h is  op e n in g  
ru n  c u lm in a te d  w ith  a 56 -0  v ic to ry  o ve r G la sg o w  Academ y. 
T ra d itio n a lly  th e se  o p e n in g  g a m e s  a llo w  us to  b u ild  a squad 
b e fo re  th e  s ta r t  o f th e  m o re  tra d it io n a l f ix tu re s . A  p lu c ky  
L o re tto  te a m  co m p e te d  w e ll,  b u t w e  m an aged  to  o ve rp o w e r 
th e m  up fro n t and  ca m e  aw ay w ith  a 10-0  w in . The next 
S a tu rd a y  sa w  us b ea t D undee  HS 12 -0  and w ith  a c lo se ly  
fo u g h t and  c o m p e tit iv e  g a m e  a g a in s t F e tte s  f in is h in g  19-14 
to  us w e  w e n t in to  h a lf te rm  u n b ea te n .

A fte r  th e  b re a k  w e  a lw a ys  have a t r ic k y  m a tc h  a g a in s t 
G le n a lm o n d , b u t w e  m an aged  to  e m e rg e  fro m  th is  to w se y 
m a tc h  w ith  a 17-10 w in . O ur season  had th u s  fa r  been b u ilt  
on a so lid  se t o f fo rw a rd s  w h o  had th e  h e ig h t and s tre n g th  to  
w in  a lo t o f q u a lity  b a ll,  s u p p o rte d  by a se t o f ru n n in g  backs 
th a t had as ye t n o t q u ite  f ire d  on a ll c y lin d e rs . The  nex t f ix tu re  
w a s a lw a ys  th e  to u g h e s t o f th e  season , aw ay to  M erch is to n . 
A fte r  lo s in g  an e a r ly  sco re  w e  h e ld  o u r ow n  fo r  m o s t o f the  
f ir s t  h a lf, b u t a d ro p  in c o n c e n tra tio n  e a r ly  in  th e  se co nd  h a lf 
sa w  th e m  s tre tc h  th e ir  lead and th e y  ra n  o u t e ve n tu a l 
w in n e rs  25-5 . In th e  pas t th is  has p roved  to  be a tu rn in g  p o in t 
o f th e  season , b u t th e  s tre n g th  o f th is  te a m  a llo w e d  th e m  to  
bounce  b a ck  th e  fo llo w in g  w e e k  and b ea t E d in b ug h  Ac 14-0. 
The next m a tc h  a g a in s t D o lla r  a t h o m e  proved  to  be a c la ss ic  
end to  end  e n co u n te r. A fte r  a d is a llo w e d  try  to  each  s ide  
S tra th a lla n  ju s t  m an a g e d  to  h o ld  o ff a la te  su rg e  fro m  a good 
D o lla r  te a m  to  w in  3 -0 . We fin is h e d  th e  season  w ith  a 26 -0  
v ic to ry  o ve r H u tch e so n s GS. T h is  le ft us w ith  season fig u re s  of:

PLAYED 12 
W ON 11
LOST 1

T he  te a m  w a s  w e ll  c a p ta in e d  by C h r is  T ra cey  fro m  No 8, 
a id e d  by v ic e -C a p ta in  S ean M u r ra y  a t S c ru m h a lf .
L e a d b e tte r ,  R e id  a n d  G avin  s u p p lie d  W a rd m a n , M cD o n a ld  
and  F o rd e  w ith  th e  q u ic k  b a ll th e y  n e e de d , w h ile  th e  fro n t 
f ive  o f W a lla ce , A le x a n d e r, W o rk m a n , M c L a re n  a n d  W a lk e r  
a l l  dug  d eep  to  w in  b a ll,  and  th e  b a ck  ro w  o f T e r re l l,  S p ro a t 
and  D u n ca n  ke p t th e  o p p o s it io n  h a lf  b a ck s  in  ch e c k .

5 8  I R U G B Y
PMV



M A R A T H O N  W O M A N

S T R A T H A L L I A N  2003-04

I AM  A R A T IO N A L PERSON A N D  I L IK E  TO T H IN K  THAT 
TH E  P EO PLE I ASSO C IATE M YS ELF W ITH  AR E  OF 
A  S IM IL A R  C H AR A C TER . PER H AP S  TH IS  IS W H Y  I FE EL 
SO D IS TU R B E D  W H E N  I T H IN K  OF MY GOOD FR IE N D ,
A N N E  KELLY, R U N N IN G  OVER 26 M ILE S  IN LONDON S 
COLD, SM IR R Y  R AIN  BY CHOICE.

B u t on S u n d a y  th e  1 8 th  o f A p r il ,  A n n e  jo in e d  th e  te n s  o f 
th o u s a n d s  o f o th e r  ru n n e rs  to  ta k e  p a r t  in  th e  L o n d o n  
m a ra th o n , ru n n in g  i t  in  n o t m u c h  o v e r fo u r  h o u rs . T h is  
i t s e lf  is  s o lid  p ro o f th a t  sh e  d id  n o t d e c id e  to  ru n  th o s e  
m u s c le - f re e z in g ,  lu n g -c o lla p s in g ,  b o n e -p o u n d in g  m ile s  on 
a w h im . In fa c t A n n e  te l ls  m e  th a t  sh e  d e c id e d  to  ru n  th e  
m a ra th o n  w a y  b a ck  in A p r i l  2003,

A K  "W h e n  P au la  R a d c lif fe  w o n  i t  I th o u g h t,  I w a n t to
do th a t" .

IM cF  T h is  s ta te m e n t in t r ig u e d  m e . I to o  had  w a tc h e d
th e  m a ra th o n  a n d  y e t fe l t  no c o rre s p o n d in g  
in c lin a t io n .  A n n e  te l ls  m e , h o w e v e r, th a t  sh e  had 
e x tra  m o t iv a t io n . K n o w in g  th a t th e  s c h o o l h o ck e y  
te a m , in  w h ic h  sh e  had been  p la y in g  fo r  a ye a r, 
w o u ld  be g o in g  on to u r  to  A u s tra lia ,  sh e  fe lt  it  
w o u ld  be a good w a y  to  ra is e  m o n e y  fo r  w h e n  th e y  
w e re  o u t th e re .

A K  " I 'v e  had  a g re a t t im e  in  th e  f i r s t  XI a n d  I w a n te d  to
g ive  s o m e th in g  b a ck  to  th e  te a m , as a th a n k  y o u ".

IM cF  A g a in , th is  c o m m e n t s t r u c k  m e as n o b le , b u t
in s a n e . N e v e rth e le s s  I c o n tin u e d , a s k in g  h e r  h o w  
s h e  w e n t a b o u t p re p a r in g ,

A K  "I had  a lre a d y  b een  ru n n in g  q u ite  a lo t  on to p  o f a l l
th e  e xe rc is e  M is s  S im e  g iv e s  us in  a n o rm a l h o ck e y  
s e s s io n . B y th e  t im e  o f th e  m a ra th o n  I w a s  ru n n in g  
s ix  d a ys  a w e e k . U n t i l  I g o t i l l . "

IM cF  N ow  th is  il ln e s s  w a s s o m e th in g  th a t I cou ld
re m e m b e r. J u s t as h e r fe llo w  U p p e r S ix th  had s ta rte d  
to  w o n d e r if  she  w as, in fa c t, s u p e r-h u m a n , m an a g ing  
th re e  hockey se s s io n s  and s ix  ru n n in g  se s s io n s  as 
h e r a ll - im p o r ta n t  H ig h e r p re lim s  ap p ro ach e d , it  w a s 
th e n  th a t S u p e r-A n n e  show ed  th a t she  w a s m o r ta l 
a f te r  a ll.  She go t th e  f lu . L u ck ily , M iss  K e lly  has m o re  
s e l f -w il l  th a n  I ' l l  e ve r have and, a f te r  a fa ir ly  
s ig n if ic a n t b re a k , she  a tta cke d  h e r tra in in g  w ith  even 
g re a te r v igour. She sa id  o f th e  la s t w e e ks,

Aga in, this com m ent struck  
me as noble, but insane

AK  "O ne  o f th e  m a in  th in g s  w a s  g e tt in g  fed  up o f p a s ta .
B u t by th e  1 8 th  I w a s  g la d  o f ru n n in g  ju s t  so  I c o u ld  
e a t s o m e th in g  e ls e !"

IM cF  In th e  w e e k  o f th e  m a ra th o n , o u r  ru n n e r 's  d a ily
m ile a g e  w a s  w e l l  in to  th e  te e n s  a n d  so  sh e  s e t o ff 
f o r  L o n d o n , u s in g  h e r  fre e  d a ys  to  do so m e  
re s e a rc h  fo r  h e r  A  le v e l a r t  p ro je c t (!). S a d ly  th e  day 
o f th e  ra ce  d id  n o t d a w n  b r ig h t  a n d  c le a r ,  m o re  
d a rk  and  d is m a l b u t, in  A n n e 's  w o rd s ,

AK  "I w a s  th e re  to  do th e  m a ra th o n  so  th a t 's  w h a t  I d id .
T h e re  w a s  so  m a n y  ru n n e rs  th a t  I ju s t  g o t ru s h e d  
to  m y  s ta r t in g  lin e  and  b e fo re  I'd  even  w a rm e d  up, 
w e  w e re  g o in g " .

IM cF  A nd  so  o ff  sh e  w e n t in  c o n d it io n s  r a th e r  o p p o s e d  to  
a n y th in g  A th e n s  ha s  e v e r se e n . On b e in g  a ske d  
a b o u t th e  in fa m o u s  p a in -b a r r ie r  sh e  w a s  
in c re d u lo u s ,

A K  " I d id n 't  re a lly  e v e r h it  it, I ju s t  c a rr ie d  on ru n n in g .
E ve ryo n e  w a rn e d  m e  a b o u t th e  c o b b le s  b u t, even  
th o u g h  it  w a s  s o re , it  w a s  so  co ld  th a t I w a s  g la d  
w h e n  I g o t to  th e m  as th e y  fo rc e d  m y  leg  m u s c le s  
to  m ove  in  s o m e  w a y  o th e r  th a n  th e  u p -d o w n , u p - 
d o w n , m o v e m e n t th e y  w e re  fro z e n  in ."

IM cF  N o t w i l l in g  even to  h e a r  a b o u t s o m e th in g  th a t 
p a in fu l I s w if t ly  m ove d  on to  th e  e n d  o f th e  ra ce , 
th in k in g  th a t  th is  ta le  w o u ld  be m u c h  e a s ie r  to  d e a l 
w ith .

A K  " I s p r in te d  as fa s t as I c o u ld  to  th e  f in is h  lin e . I w a s
so co ld  a n d  s t i f f  th a t  I c o u ld  b a re ly  m ove  m y  a rm s  
to  ch e e r. B u t it  w a s n 't  as bad as th e  n e x t m o rn in g . I 
had  h u g e  b lis te rs  a n d  m y  m u s c le s  w e re  a c h in g  so 
m u c h  I had  to  r o l l  o u t o f m y  bed and  c r a w l to  th e  
b a th ro o m ."

N e x t t im e , E d ito r , g ive  m e  an  in te rv ie w  th a t  d o e s n 't 
re q u ire  a g o v e rn m e n t h e a lth  w a rn in g .

A nd  so to  m on e y . W as h e r s p o n s o rs h ip  a im  
s u c c e s s fu l?  S u c c e s s fu l to  th e  tu n e  o f £ 500  to  be 
s p e n t as h e r  te a m m a te s  d e s ire d . B e fo re  w e  e n d e d  I 
jo k e d  w ith  h e r,

IM cF  "A nd  so  do you  in te n d  to  have  a n y  m o re  s im ila r  
e x p e r ie n c e s  in th e  fu tu re ? "  a s s u m in g  sh e  w o u ld  
n o w  re s t easy , h a v in g  p a ssed  th is  te s t o f e n d u ra n c e  
w ith  f ly in g  c o lo u rs . A n n e 's  re p ly  is  fo u r  w o rd s  th a t 
sh o w  m e  th a t  h e r  m a d n e s s  ru n s  d e e p e r th a n  I 
th o u g h t.

A K  "T h e  N e w  Y ork  M a ra th o n " .

Is h b e l M c F a r la n e



CROSS C O U N T R Y  
A N D  A T H L E T I C S  2 0 0 4

S T R AT H A L LI  A N 2003-04 I
TH E CROSS CO UNTRY SEASON WAS NOT OUR STRONGEST; 
A LAC K  OF C O N S ISTE N T A N D  SPEC IF IC  T R A IN IN G  M EA N T 
TH AT, DESPITE  SOME GOOD IN D IV ID U A L  PER FO R M ANC ES, 
W E STRUG GLED TO C OM PETE. UN FO R TU N ATELY, 
A LTHO UGH TH E OTHER SPORTS W IL L  PROVIDE F ITN ESS 
TO A LLO W  GOOD "M ID D L E  O R D E R " RESULTS, TO W IN  THE 
M ATCHES W E NEED R U N N E R S  AT TH E FRONT OF TH E 
RACE. AS EVER, WE W IL L  BE LOO KING TO OUR JU N IO R  
COM PETITO RS TO SHOW  TH E P ER SISTEN CE TO BECOME 
TH E MATCH W IN N E R S  OF TH E FU TU R E.

A t S c o ttis h  S ch o o ls  w e  w e re  re a so n a b ly  good a t a l l  leve ls , 
w ith  A ils a  T u rn b u ll 3 7 th  in  th e  U n d e r 15 g ir ls ,  and K atie  
S cob ie  33 rd , and  th e  U n d e r 15 g ir ls  and U n d e r 17 boys ta k in g  
8 th  te a m  p lace . In e ith e r  c o m p e tit io n  a to p  te n  f in is h  cou ld  
p ro p e l us in to  th e  m e d a ls : tw o  to p  te n  f in is h e s  w o u ld  w in  it.

f  f  To win the m atches  we need runn ers  
at the front of the race

T he  jo y  o f th e  A th le t ic s  se a son  is  th a t it is  a lw a ys  
im p o s s ib le  to  k n o w  w h e re  o u r  s tre n g th  w i l l  be, and  w h o  w i l l  
d is c o v e r a n e w  and  u n fo re s e e n  ta le n t.  A t o u r  s tro n g e s t,  w e  
w e re  a d if f ic u lt  te a m  to  b e a t, a n d  th e  g ir ls  p re s e rv e d  th e ir  
u n b e a te n  re c o rd . K no w n  a th le te s  lik e  E w en W a rd m a n  and 
G re g o r D u n ca n  (s p r in ts  and  lo n g  ju m p ), S tu a r t  M a c d o n a ld  
(400m  and lo n g  ju m p ],  K irs ty  H ay and  A n n a  M a c d o n a ld  
(s p r in ts ] ,  a n d  M e l K o ts e ro g lo u  (th ro w s ) fo rm e d  th e  co re  o f 
o u r  te a m s , and  ra re ly  lo s t.

O th e r p e rfo rm a n c e s  w e re  e q u a lly  im p re ss ive . We f in a lly  
p e rsu a d e d  A da m  S te p h e n s  to  ru n  800m , and w o n d e re d  w h y 
w e  h a d n 't done  it a long  t im e  ago. M ic h a e l W oodrow  
s u c c e s s fu lly  f i l le d  as m an y gaps  on th e  te a m  lis t  as he w a s 
a llo w e d , d is co ve r in g  on th e  w a y th a t, to g e th e r  w ith  Robin 
Snape g e n e ro u s ly  on loan  fro m  th e  c r ic k e t te a m , he w a s  a 
4 0m +  ja v e lin  th ro w e r. Sadly, th is  re a lis a tio n  ca m e  too  la te  fo r  
o u r  S co ttis h  sc h o o ls  e n try . M a rk  R ich a rd s  ra n  ca p a b ly  over 
th e  m id d le  d is ta n ce , R o ry P h ilip  and K e ith  B ro w n  th re w  th e  
sh o t an im p re ss iv e  d is ta n ce , as d id  G ael W e ls te a d . L a u re n  
G iles ra n  s tro n g ly  o ve r 30 0 m , A ils a  T u rn b u ll and Gayle 
A lla rd y c e  sh o w e d  p ro m is e  a t 800m , Tom  F le m in g  im p ro ve d  in 
th e  1500m , and Jayne  C a rm ic h a e l w a s  d is tu rb in g ly  q u ic k  o ve r 
th e  100 and 200. W ith  m a n y  o f th e se  s t i l l  young , w e  can on ly  
lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  even b e tte r  re s u lts  in  th e  fu tu re .

R obin  S nape w o n  a ja v e lin  g o ld  m e d a l a t th e  S co ttis h  S ch o o ls  
C h a m p io n s h ip s . G re g o r D uncan  w a s  second  in th e  long  ju m p . 
S arah  F le m in g  a ls o  w o n  a s ilv e r  in  th e  p o le  va u lt. B ronze  
m e d a ls  w e re  w o n  by S tu a rt M acd o na ld  in  th e  400m  h u rd le s , 
M e l K o ts e ro g lo u  in th e  ja v e lin  and M e l Forde in th e  h igh  ju m p .

A th le t ic s  c o lo u rs  w e re  a w a rd e d  to  G re g o r D u n ca n , A nna  
M a c d o n a ld  and  M ic h a e l W o o d ro w ; h a lf  c o lo u rs  to  M e le n ik  
F o rd e , S a rah  F le m in g , K irs ty  Hay, M e la n ie  K o ts e ro g lo u , 
S tu a r t  M a c d o n a ld , R o b in  S na p e  and  E w en W a rd m a n .

TH E HOUSE S TAN D ARD S CUP W AS WON BY R U TH VEN ; 
S IM P SO N  W O N SPORTS DAY, A FTER  A T H R IL L IN G  SEN IO R  
RELAY.

D M H

mmmmm

VICTORES AND VICTRICES LUDORUM:

6 0  I C R O S S  C O U N T R Y  A N D  A T H L E T I C S
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BOYS'  HOCKEY

1ST XI HOCKEY 2 0 0 3 /4

W ith  an e x p e r ie n c e d  1st XI sq u a d  th e re  w e re  a lw a ys  g o in g  
to  be h ig h  e x p e c ta tio n s  to r  th e  se a s o n . It b e g an  w ith  s o lid  
w in s  in d o o rs  a g a in s t G le n a lm o n d  fo llo w e d  by 7-1 and  7 -0  
v ic to r ie s  a g a in s t L o re tto  a n d  th e  E d in b u rg h  A ca d e m y.

A fte r  a d is a p p o in tin g  m a tc h  a g a in s t F e tte s  C o lle ge  th e  te a m  
bounced  b a ck  to  d e fe a t G le n a lm o n d  away. T h is  w a s  a fin e  
te a m  p e rfo rm a n c e  and p a r t ic u la r  m e n tio n  m u s t be m ade  of 
th e  f in e  d is p la y  g iven  by o u r  ow n  in te rn a t io n a l g o a l ke e p e r, 
J a m ie  C ach ia . T h is  w a s fo llo w e d  by a m u c h  c lo s e r v ic to ry  
a g a in s t a m u ch  im p ro ve d  L o re tto  s id e  in w h ic h  w e  ca m e  fro m  
2 n il b e h in d  to  w in  4 -3 . The  h ig h lig h t o f th e  season  fo llo w e d  
w ith  a f in e  p e rfo rm a n c e  a g a in s t G o rd o n s to u n  re s u lt in g  in  an 
8 -0  v ic to ry  a t h o m e . The  le ve l o f p la y  in  th e  re m a in in g  3 
f ix tu re s  n e ve r q u ite  m a tch e d  th e  G o rd o n s to u n  g a m e  b u t then  
te a m  re m a in e d  u n b ea te n  w ith  d ra w s  a g a in s t G eorge W atson 's , 
th e  S tra th a llia n s  and  a to u r in g  te a m  fro m  S ou th  A fr ic a .

T h e  te a m  can  be v e ry  p le a se d  w ith  th e  a c h ie v e m e n ts  
th ro u g h o u t  th e  s e a s o n  b u t p a r t ic u la r  m e n tio n  m u s t be 
m a d e  o f th e  f in e  c a p ta in c y  a n d  p la y  o f D a n n y  H o ffm a n n  a b ly  
s u p p o rte d  by D avid  C o a to n  w h o  b e tw e e n  th e m  had 8 y e a rs  
se rv ic e  to  th e  te a m . T h e re  is  m u c h  to  lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  in  th e  
yo u n g  sq u a d  fo r  th e  fo r th c o m in g  y e a r u n d e r  th e  ca p ta in c y  
o f th e  e x p e r ie n c e d  M a lc o lm  J a c k .

A W  a n d  DRG

2ND XI HOCKEY

The  s e a s o n  w a s  p u n c tu a te d  by s o m e  g re a t in d iv id u a l 
p e r fo rm a n c e s  a n d  a c o u p le  o f h o w le rs . W e se e m e d  
to  m a k e  l i fe  d i f f ic u l t  fo r  o u rs e lv e s , a t t im e s ,  a n d  a la c k  
o f c o n c e n tra t io n  a llo w e d  th e  o p p o s it io n  to  c a p ita l is e  
a t c r u c ia l p o in ts .  O li P e r re t t  c a p ta in e d  w e l l  a f te r  a q u ie t 
s ta r t  a n d  h e lp e d  m o u ld  th e  s q u a d  in to  an e ffe c t iv e  te a m . 
W e w e re  p le a s e d  to  m a k e  use  o f J a m ie  C a ch ia , w h o  lo s t 
h is  p ro te c t iv e  k i t  a n d  p la y e d  o u t f ie ld  fo r  u s  on s e v e ra l 
o c c a s io n s . E uan  D avey m a tu re d  in to  a s o lid  f u l l  b a ck  
a n d  Tom  R e id  w o rk e d  c o n s is te n t ly  h a rd  o v e r  th e  w h o le  
se a s o n  to  s u p p ly  o u r  f r o n t  m e n  w ith  q u a li ty  b a ll.  Jo n o  
B e c k s  f in is h e d  th e  s e a s o n  w ith  h is  h a t t r ic k  a g a in s t 
F e tte s  s u p p ly in g  th e  c o u p  de g ra c e  a g a in s t a s id e  
w h o  had  o u tp la y e d  u s  e a r l ie r  in  th e  s e a s o n . S tu a r t  
M c D o n a ld , D u n ca n  B ro w n  a n d  Tom  S p ro a t e n h a n c e d  
th e ir  c h a n c e s  o f p ro m o t io n  to  th e  1st XI by o u t-p a c in g  
th e ir  m a rk e rs ,  re a c h in g  th e  b a c k  l in e  a n d  e ith e r  s c o r in g  
r e g u la r ly  th e m s e lv e s  o r  s e t t in g  up  t h e ir  c o m p a d re s .
H ia n  S ta r k  a lo n g  w ith  C a m e ro n  T e r re l l  w e re  th e  
fo u n d a t io n s  o f o u r  c e n t ra l d e fe n c e  a n d  D ic k  “ th e  c a t"  
H a r tg e r in k  c o n t in u e d  to  p la y  s o l id ly  in  g o a l. N o t a bad 
s e a s o n  o v e ra l l,  b u t to o  m a n y  d ra w s  m e a n t th a t  o u r  
o v e ra l l ta l ly  w a s  le s s  g o o d  th a n  i t  s h o u ld  have  b e e n .

P M V
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T h is  y e a r th e  s ta n d a rd  o f g ir ls ' h o ck e y  ha s  re m a in e d  
e x tre m e ly  h ig h  th ro u g h o u t  a l l  age  g ro u p s , a lth o u g h  one  
su g g e s tio n  fo r  n e x t y e a r 's  tra in in g  p ro g ra m  is  a b it m o re  
p ra c t ic e  a t th o s e  c ru c ia l p e n a lty  f lic k s .

R e tu rn in g  to  S c h o o l is  n e v e r a n yo n e 's  fa v o u r ite  th in g  a f te r  
h a v in g  had tw o  m o n th s  d e vo id  o f an y  e x tre m e  e x e rc is e . So 
c o m in g  b a ck  fo u r  days b e fo re  th e  s ta r t  o f te rm  fo r  a 
m ix tu re  o f e a r ly  m o rn in g  ru n s , f itn e s s  te s t in g , a n d  p itc h  
s e s s io n s  re m in d e d  us a l l  th a t it w a s  o n ce  a g a in  th e  
b e g in n in g  o f th e  tw o - te rm - lo n g  h o ck e y  se a son .

T he  1st XI had  a b u sy  b u t s u c c e s s fu l f i r s t  h a lf  to  th e  se a son  
w ith  w in s  a g a in s t s c h o o ls  su ch  as M a ry  E rs k in e , 
G le n a lm o n d , F e tte s  a n d  G o rd o u n s to n  a n d  w e re  th e  f ir s t  
s c h o o l in  th e  M id la n d s  to u rn a m e n t and  g a in e d  a p la c e  in 
th e  S c o tt is h  S c h o o ls  F in a ls  a t P e f fe rm il l ,  E d in b u rg h  in 
M a rch . A s S c o tt is h  S c h o o ls  C h a m p io n s  in  2003 w e  had  to  
h o s t and  o rg a n is e  th is  to u rn a m e n t a n d  th e  p re s s u re  w a s  on 
to  re ta in  o u r  t i t le .  W e q u a lif ie d  f i r s t  in  o u r  s e c t io n  a n d  w o n  
th e  se m i f in a l m a tc h  a g a in s t S t C o lu m b a 's  on p e n a lty  f l ic k s ,  
b u t u n fo r tu n a te ly  had to  s e tt le  fo r  ru n n e rs  up . It w a s  a 
h ig h ly  c o m p e tit iv e  f in a l w h ic h  a g a in  w e n t to  p e n a lty  s tro k e s  
b u t in  th e  end  G la sg o w  A ca d e m y  ca m e  o u t on to p . P la y e r o f 
th e  to u rn a m e n t,  vo te d  by a l l  th e  co a c h e s , w a s  a w a rd e d  to  
o u r  v ice  c a p ta in  A n n -L o u is e  B re a d e n .

O u r in d o o r  se a s o n  w a s  a ls o  h ig h ly  s u c c e s s fu l, a n d  w e  
q u a lif ie d  a s  f i r s t  s c h o o l in  th e  M id la n d s  In d o o r  T o u rn a m e n t 
w h ic h  a llo w e d  us to  q u a lify  fo r  th e  S c o tt is h  In d o o r 
C h a m p io n s h ip s  in c lu d in g  b o th  c lu b  and  S c h o o l te a m s . We 
re a ch e d  th e  s e m i- f in a ls  a n d  a lth o u g h  w e  w e re  b e a te n  by a 
s tro n g  D u n de e  W a n d e re rs  s id e  w e  w e re  th e  o n ly  S ch o o l 
te a m  to  g e t th a t  far.

T h e  fu tu re  o f s e n io r  h o ck e y  lo o k s  h ig h ly  p ro m is in g  w ith  th e  
ta le n t and  p o te n t ia l th a t  th e  ju n io r  g ir ls  have  sh o w n . The  
te a m s  m a d e  up o f III a n d  IV F o rm e rs  b ro u g h t b a ck  tro p h ie s  
fo r  th e  M id la n d s  in d o o r  a n d  o u td o o r  to u rn a m e n ts  a f te r  
h ig h ly  c o m m e n d a b le  p e r fo rm a n c e s  on b o th  o cc a s io n s .

A m o n g s t a l l  th is  th e  n u m b e r  o f g ir ls  p la y in g  d is t r ic t  h o ck e y  
w a s  th e  h ig h e s t ye t. L iz i B ush , J a n e  C a rg il l and  K a r in a  
M c le a n  p la ye d  a t U16 M id la n d s  le v e l a n d  th e re  w e re  s ix  
re p re s e n ta t iv e s  (o ve r h a lf  a te a m 's  w o r th !)  a t U 18 le v e l;
M e l K o ts e ro g lo u , C la ire  M c A rth u r ,  K irs ty  Hay, A n n -L o u is e  
B re a d e n , G ay le  A tla rd y c e  and  A nn a  M a c D o n a ld .

T h e  in te r - d is t r ic t  to u rn a m e n t is  w h e n  th e  ta le n t  s p o tt in g  
o c c u rs  and  M e l K o ts e ro g lo u  (G Kl and  A n n -L o u is e  B re a d e n  
(m id f ie ld l o b ta in e d  U18 t r ia ls  fo r  th e  S c o tla n d  t ra in in g  
sq u a d  a n d  have  b een  a tte n d in g  t ra in in g  s e s s io n s  m o n th ly  
s in ce  F e b ru a ry . B e in g  s e le c te d  in  y o u r  f i r s t  o f tw o  y e a rs  in 
th e  U 18 age g ro u p  is  a m a jo r  a c h ie v e m e n t, c o n g ra tu la t io n s  
and  b e s t o f lu c k  w ith  th e  f in a l s e le c tio n .

The  M id la n d s  U15 squad  has ju s t  been se le c te d  and  ag a in  w e 
have good re p re s e n ta tio n  th e re . Je ss ica  S te w a rt, C a trio n a  
K elly , F ra n k ie  G rieve, E m ily  F ra se r, L a u re n  G iles and H e len  
S u m m e rs g ill have a ll been  se le c te d  and  I a m  su re  th e y  w il l  
go on to  p la y  w e ll a t th e  In te r  D is tr ic t  T o u rn a m e n t.

R ile y  g ir ls  have had m ix e d  re s u lts  b u t th e y  have  w o rk e d  
h a rd  th ro u g h o u t th e  se a son  a n d  i t  is  g ood  to  see  h o w  
e n th u s ia s tic  th e y  a re  a b o u t th e ir  hockey.

T he  end  o f th e  h o ck e y  s e a s o n  w a s  m a rk e d  w ith  a s e le c tio n  
o f S evens to u rn a m e n ts .  W e w e re  s e m i- f in a lis ts  in  th e  H igh  
S c h o o l o f G la sg o w  S evens and  f in a l is ts  in  th e  H u tc h ie  
S evens, lo s in g  o n ly  on p e n a lty  s tro k e s . C u r re n t ly  w e  a re  
t ra in in g  o n ce  a w e e k  fo r  o u r  to u r  o f A u s tra la s ia  th a t  w i l l  
ta ke  p la c e  d u r in g  th e  s u m m e r  h o lid a y s . O u r 1st a n d  2nd  X ls 
w i l l  be v is i t in g  S in g a p o re  a n d  A u s tra lia  (B r is b a n e , C a irn s  
a n d  S ydney) fo r  th re e  w e e k s . A la rg e  a m o u n t and  w id e  
ra n g e  o f fu n d ra is in g  ha s  b een  c a r r ie d  o u t in c lu d in g  c a r 
w a s h e s , h o m e  b a ke  s a le s  and  a L o n d o n  m a ra th o n  ru n  by 
A n n e  K e lly . On b e h a lf  o f a l l  th e  g ir ls  I w o u ld  lik e  to  th a n k  
M iss  S im e  a n d  a l l  th e  h o ck e y  s ta f f  w h o  have  c o n tr ib u te d  to  
s u c h  a g re a t se a s o n  a n d  to  th e  o rg a n is a t io n  o f th is  to u r. We 
a l l  c a n n o t w a it  u n t i l  S u m m e r a n d  h ope  w e  w i l l  be ju s t  as 
s u c c e s s fu l d o w n  u n d e r  as w e  have  b een  a t h o m e  th is  year.

A n n a  M a c D o n a ld  
1 s t XI C a p ta in  2 0 0 4
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SINGAPORE AND AUSTRALIA

A FTER  A LONG JO U R N E Y  FROM  E D IN B U R G H  A IR P O R T 
W ITH  NOT A  LOT OF S LE E P , W E AR R IV ED  IN S IN G APO R E. 
TH E H IG H LIG H T  OF TH E  JO U R N E Y  W AS M EE TIN G  A  STAR 
FROM  N EIG H BO U R S  AT S IN G AP O R E  A IRPO RT. BECKY 
SPOTTED H IM  A N D  BEFO RE HE K N E W  IT TW E N TY  FIVE 
G IR LS H AD  S U R R O U N D E D  H IM  A N D  W ERE TA KIN G  
PHOTOS A N D  A S K IN G  FOR HIS AU TO G R A PH . TH E  S TAFF, 
OF COURSE, HAD W A LK E D  R IG H T PAST H IM .

T h e  h o te l w a s  lo v e ly  and  th e  g ir ls  ( 'th o u g h  n o t a l l  o f th e m !] 
w e re  up in  th e  f itn e s s  ro o m  a t 7 .30 on th e  f i r s t  m o rn in g . 
S h o p p in g  to o k  on a w h o le  n e w  m e a n in g  in S in g a p o re  and 
th e  g ir ls  se e m e d  to  be e n jo y in g  s p e n d in g  a l l  th e ir  m o n e y

We w e re  up a t 5.30 as th e  2nd XI p la yed  a t 7a m  and  th e  
h e a t w a s  u n b e lie v a b le  -  E m m a  w a s  h e a rd  to  say  a t h a lf  
t im e  "I have  n e ve r b een  so h o t in  a l l  m y  l i f e !1'. S tr a th a lla n  
w e n t d o w n  1 -  0 b u t p la ye d  ve ry  w e l l  a n d  w e re  re a lly  
u n lu c k y  n o t to  sc o re  as th e y  c re a te d  q u ite  a fe w  ch a n ce s . 
The  1st XI p la yed  a t 8 a m  and w o n  4 -  0. It w a s  a good s ta r t  
to  th e  to u r  and  a l l  th e  g ir ls  re a lly  e n jo ye d  th e  m a tc h . 
A fte rw a rd s  a p la te fu l o f g a r l ic  n o o d le s  w a s  se rv e d  fo r  p o s t 
m a tc h  te a s .T h e  g ir ls  w e re  so h u n g ry  th e y  a te  it  a l l  up.

We a rr iv e d  in B r is b a n e  v e ry  e a r ly  in  th e  m o rn in g  a f te r  a 
n ig h t f l ig h t .  I d o n 't  th in k  an y  o f th e  g ir ls  s le p t on th e  f l ig h t  
so th e y  v e ry  t ire d  in d e e d . We w e re  n o t e xp e c te d  a t o u r  f i r s t  
W a v e ll H e ig h ts  S c h o o l u n t i l  3 p m  so w e n t up M o u n t C o o t- 
th a n  to  g e t a p a n o ra m ic  v ie w  o f B r is b a n e  - w e  a ls o  g o t h o t 
c h o c o la te  and  ch o c o la te  ca ke  up a t th e  ca fe  - m o re  
im p o r ta n t  fo r  th e  g ir ls  th a n  th e  v iew .

N e x t w e  h e a de d  to  th e  K oa la  P a rk  to  c u d d le  th e  ko a la s . 
W e ll,  H e le n  w a s  o ve rc o m e  w ith  e m o tio n  and  sh e  cu d d le d  
e ve ry  ko a la  th a t  sh e  p o s s ib ly  co u ld  and  c r ie d  a t th e  sa m e  
t im e  as sh e  w a s  so happy. It w a s  a g re a t fe w  h o u rs  w h e re  
w e  fed  th e  K a n g a ro o s  by h a n d  in b e tw e e n  c u d d lin g  th e  
ko a la s . We th e n  a r r iv e d  a t W a v e ll H e ig h ts  a n d  th e  g ir ls  
d e p a r te d  w ith  th e ir  b il le ts .  A n e rv o u s  fe w  m in u te s  w h ile  
th e y  h e a de d  o ff  b u t m o s t o f th e m  w e re  so t ire d  th a t  th e y  
p ro b a b ly  s le p t m o s t o f th e  n ig h t.

W e a l l  m e t up  in th e  m o rn in g  w ith  e x c it in g  n e w  s to r ie s  to  
t e l l  each  o th e r  b e fo re  w e  w e n t to  th e  G old  C o a st to  body 
s u r f  in  th e  w a ve s . W e p la ye d  o u r  m a tc h e s  in  th e  a fte rn o o n  
and  w e  k n e w  w e  w e re  in fo r  a to u g h  m a tc h  as W a v e ll 
H e ig h ts  w e re  th e  s ta te  c h a m p io n s . The  2nd XI p la yed  
e x tre m e ly  w e l l  and  th e y  w o n  3 -  1. It w a s  a g re a t g a m e  and 
th e  g o a ls  w e re  v e ry  w e ll w o rk e d  g o a ls . T he  1st XI g ir ls  w e re  
d ra w in g  th e  m a tc h

3 - 3  w ith  30 se c o n d s  le f t  on th e  c lo c k . S e tt le  fo r  a d ra w  - 
no th e  g ir ls  sc o re d  to  m a k e  it  4 - 3 w ith  5 se c o n d s  le f t .  We 
w e re  a l l  d e lig h te d . We th e n  w e n t on to  p la y  a t th e  
Q u e e n s la n d  S ta te  H o ckey  S ta d iu m  in B r is b a n e  w h ic h  w a s  
m o s t im p re s s iv e . T h e  1st XI p la yed  M o re to n  B ay C o lle g e  
a n d  i t  w a s  a v e ry  c lo s e  g a m e  1 - 1 a t h a lf  t im e  b u t 2nd  h a lf 
w e  to o k  o u r  ch a n c e s  a n d  w e n t on to  w in  5 - 1 .

T he  2nd  XI p la ye d  O rm is to n  C o lle g e  1st te a m  and  th a t a ls o  
w a s  1 -  1 a t h a lf  t im e . T hey to s t a la te  g o a l and  w e n t d ow n
2 -  1 b u t a n o th e r  good p e r fo rm a n c e  fro m  e ve ryo ne .

We sp e n t a day a t D re a m w o rld  and th e  s ta ff v e n tu re d  o n to  th e  
s te a m  tra in  and  th e  log f lu m e s  w h ils t  th e  g ir ls  w e re  on th e  
ro l le r  co a s te r, w ip e o u t' and  m a n y  o f th e  o th e r e xc itin g  rid e s .

We th e n  w e n t to  S u r fe rs  P a ra d is e  fo r  tw o  d a ys  -  th e  g ir ls  
g e tt in g  s o m e  'r  &  r '  a t th e  bea ch  and  s p e n d in g  m o re  m o n e y  
in  th e  d e s ig n e r  s h o p s  - 'ro x y ' se e m e d  to  be th e  in  gear.

On A -L 's  b ir th d a y  th e  e a r ly  m o rn in g  ru n  w o rk e d  w e ll  as a 
se t up  to  g e t e ve ry o n e  to g e th e r  fo r  th e  b ir th d a y  g ir l .  A -L  
tu rn e d  up in h e r  ru n n in g  g e a r - I th in k  fe e lin g  a b it u p se t 
th a t sh e  had to  ru n  on h e r  b ir th d a y  b u t as sh e  ca m e  d ow n  
to  re c e p tio n  a c h o ru s  o f "h a p p y  b ir th d a y "  g re e te d  h e r -  and  
n o t a n o th e r  b it o f ru n n in g  g e a r  in  s ig h t.

We f le w  to  C a irn s  and  had a lo v e ly  m e a l a l l  to g e th e r  to  
c e le b ra te . We w e re  up a t 6 a m  th e  se co nd  day in  C a irn s  
to  head o u t to  th e  G rea t B a r r ie r  R eef fo r  th e  day. W h a t 
a fa b u lo u s  day w e  had . G o rg e o u s  w e a th e r  and  s n o rk e ll in g  
o u t a t th e  R eef w a s  ju s t  u n b e lie v a b le . The  g ir ls  had an 
a b s o lu te ly  fa n ta s t ic  da y  - s w im m in g  w ith  th e  f is h  and  
th e  tu r t le s .  It re a lly  w a s  a m a z in g .
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O u r m a tc h  in  C a irn s  w a s  a g a in s t a d is t r ic t  s id e  and  it  w a s  
a ls o  e x tre m e ly  h o t to  p la y  in . T he  1 s t te a m  p la ye d  a n d  w e 
w e n t 1 -  0 up  m u c h  to  th e  s u rp r is e  o f th e  o p p o s it io n . We 
e v e n tu a lly  lo s t th e  g a m e  5 - 1 b u t it  w a s  a re s p e c ta b le  sco re  
a n d  a good  g a m e  o f h o ck e y  w h e re  w e  a ls o  c re a te d  a lo t  o f 
c h a n ce s . The  2nd  te a m  lo s t 2 - 0  a n d  d e fe n d e d  p a r t ic u la r ly  
w e l l  w ith  b o th  J e s s  and  M a ry  p la y in g  re a lly  w e ll.

A rr iv e d  in S ydney w ith  g re a t e x c ite m e n t - w e n t to  O pera 
H ouse , H a rb o u r B rid g e , sh o p s, m o re  sh o p s , m a rk e ts  and  w e  
o rg a n is e d  a s u rp r is e  to u r  o f Sydney H a rb o u r on a c h a rte re d  
boa t fo r  o u r  la s t n ig h t a l l  to g e th e r. It w a s  a lo ve ly  e ve n in g  and 
I a m  su re  th e  m e m o ry  o f K irs ty  p ip in g  us u n d e r th e  H a rb o u r 
B rid g e , w i l l  s ta y  w ith  th e  g ir ls  fo r  a v e ry  lo n g  t im e .

W e a ls o  m a n a g e d  to  f i t  in  a t r ip  to  th e  O lym p ic  S ta d iu m , 
M a n ly  a n d  B o n d i B ea ch . O u r m a tc h e s  v P y m b le  L a d ie s  
C o lle g e  w e re  good  -  th e  1st XI w o n  5 - 2  (th e  f i r s t  t im e  
P ym b le  had  b een  b e a te n  th is  se a s o n ) a n d  th e  2nd  XI d re w  
0 - 0 .  One o f th e  b i l le t  fa m il ie s  p u t on a BBQ  in  th e  e ve n in g  
fo r  a l l  S tr a th a l la n  and  P y m b le  p la y e rs  a n d  s ta ff .  It w a s  a 
lo v e ly  e n d  to  a g re a t day.

O u r f in a l m a tc h e s  w e re  a g a in s t M o n te  S a in t A n g e lo  a n d  it  
w a s  a b it  o f a s h o c k  fo r  th e  g ir ls  as th e y  had to  p la y  on 
g ra s s . T he  2nd  XI d re w  2 - 2  w h ile  th e  1st XI had a 3 -  0 
v ic to ry . O v e ra ll on th e  to u r  b o th  te a m s  p la ye d  so m e  
e x c e lle n t h o ck e y  and  p ro d u c e d  v e ry  g ood  re s u lts .

I ca n  o n ly  th in k  o f o n e  w o rd  to  d e s c r ib e  th e  w h o le  t r ip  
a n d  as M e l w o u ld  sa y  w e  had a ''FA N TA S T IC " t im e .

A S



S W I M  T E A M
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STRATHALLAN SW IM  TEAM

TH E  SCHO OL C O N TIN U E D  TH E IR  C O M M IT M E N T  TO 
S TR E N G TH E N IN G  TH E  S W IM M IN G  D EV E LO PM EN T 
PRO G R AM M E TH IS  YEAR W ITH  TH E A P P O IN T M E N T  OF 
E LA IN E  JO H N S TO N  AS S W IM M IN G  D EV E LO P M E N T COACH. 
E LA IN E  W AS A D O U BLE C O M M O N W E ALTH  GAM ES 
F IN A L IS T  IN  1986 A N D  A SSISTED  W ITH  P ER FO R M ANC E 
M O N ITO R IN G  W ITH  TH E  B R IT IS H  OLYM PIC S W IM M IN G  
TE AM  TH E R E A FTER .

T he  s w im m in g  d e v e lo p m e n t p ro g ra m m e  ha s b e co m e  
m o re  s t r u c tu re d  and  it  w a s  easy to  see  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t 
and  c h a n g e  in a t t itu d e  o f th o s e  a tte n d in g  tra in in g  on a 
re g u la r  b a s is . T h is  has b een  c o m p le m e n te d  by th e  S ch o o l's  
p u rc h a s e  o f n e w  a n t i- tu rb u le n c e  la n e  ro p e s  w h ic h  m ad e  
a h u g e  d if fe re n c e  to  th e  s w im m in g  t ra in in g .

FIXTURES

T h e  S w im  Team  re g u la r ly  has f ix tu re s  a g a in s t o th e r  s c h o o ls  
m o s t o f w h ic h  w e re  v e ry  c lo s e ly  fo u g h t c o n te s ts . T he  f ir s t  
f ix tu re  w a s  a g a in s t D o lla r  w h e re  w e  w e re  b e a te n  238 p o in ts  
to  206. T h in g s  d id  p ro g re s s  h o w e v e r a n d  a t th e  n e x t g a la  
S tra th a l la n  b e a t M o r r is o n 's  c o n v in c in g ly  210 p o in ts  to  138. 
E a r ly  in  2004 w e  m e t w ith  F e tte s  C o lle g e  and  a g a in  w ith  
tra in in g  p a y in g  o ff  w e  w o n  165 to  125. T h e  f in a l f ix tu re  w a s  
a boys o n ly  c o m p e tit io n  a g a in s t M e rc h is to n  w h ic h  ca m e  
d o w n  to  th e  f in a l e ve n t a n d  w e  w e re  n a r ro w ly  b e a te n  by 91 
p o in ts  to  82.

TAYSIDE SCHOOLS/SCOTTISH SCHOOLS

L a s t y e a r a ls o  s a w  a la rg e  n u m b e r  o f e n tr ie s  g o in g  to  th e  
M id la n d s  and  T ays ide  s c h o o ls  c o m p e tit io n s  fro m  
S tra th a l la n .  T he  te a m  fin is h e d  w ith  a n u m b e r  o f m e d a ls .

1 7 -1 9  YRS BOYS RELAY BRO NZE

1 5 /1 6  YRS G IR LS RELAY BR O N ZE

1 3 /1 4  YRS G IR LS 100 BR
AILIE MACGEOCH BRO N ZE

1 5 /1 6  YRS G IR LS 100 BR
KATHRYN SUTHERLAND BR O N ZE

F o llo w in g  th e  T ays ide  S c h o o ls  C h a m p io n s h ip s  each  
s w im m e r  is  p u t fo rw a rd  fo r  c o n s id e ra t io n  fo r  th e  S c o tt is h  
S c h o o ls  F in a ls , th e  fa s te s t 16 t im e s  b e in g  s e le c te d  to  s w im  
in G la sg o w  in  F e b ru a ry . R o ry  D e w a r q u a lif ie d  to  s w im  in  th e  
17 -19  B oys 100 f re e s ty le  a n d  a c q u it te d  h im s e lf  v e ry  w e ll 
f in is h in g  in  8 th  p la c e  o v e ra ll.

SPONSORSHIP

A s a re s u lt  o f th e  S w im  T e a m 's  im p ro v e m e n t a n d  c o n tin u e d  
su c ce ss , lo c a l b u s in e s s m a n  F ra n k  E w en o f C a m p u s  S p o rts  
s p o n s o re d  te a m  T -s h ir ts  fo r  th e  f ir s t  t im e .  Team  s w im s u its ,  
t ru n k s  a n d  ca p s  w e re  a ls o  o rd e re d  th u s  e n s u r in g  th a t it 
w a s  an e x tre m e ly  p ro fe s s io n a l lo o k in g  te a m  th a t 
re p re s e n te d  th e  s c h o o l a t a l l  s w im  m e e ts .

IN TE R -H O U S E  CO MPETITIO NS

A s w e l l  as c o m p e t it io n s  o u tw ith  th e  s c h o o l th e re  a re  a ls o  
tw o  in te r -H o u s e  s w im m in g  e ve n ts . T he  H o u se  S ta n d a rd s  
e ve n t to o k  p la c e  in  J a n u a ry . Each H o u se  e n te rs  th re e  
s w im m e rs  in  each  e ve n t a n d  p o in ts  a re  a w a rd e d  on a 
s l id in g  s c a le  fo r  fa s te s t t im e s  re c o rd e d . R u th ve n  w e re  th e  
w in n e rs  a t th is  eve n t.

W ith  a s l ig h t ly  c h a n g e d  p ro g ra m m e  th e  In te r -H o u s e  g a la  
to o k  p la c e  in  M ay th is  year. M any o f th e  ra c e s  w e re  
e x tre m e ly  c lo s e  a n d  it  le d  to  a v e ry  e x c it in g  e ve n t w ith  m a n y  
o f th e  t im e s  re c o rd e d  b e in g  s ig n if ic a n t ly  fa s te r  th a n  
p re v io u s  ye a rs . N ic o l H o u se  w e re  v ic to r io u s  a t th e  G ala  w ith  
R u th ve n  a v e ry  c lo s e  se co nd .

T he  S w im  Team  C a p ta in s  fo r  2 0 0 3 -2 0 0 4  w e re  R o ry  
C a rm ic h a e l a n d  E m m a  F a ir lie  and  th e y  b o th  d id  an e x c e lle n t 
jo b  a n d  p ro v id e d  m o tiv a t io n  and  te a m  s p ir it  a t a l l  t im e s .

AS
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BADM INTON

B A D M IN T O N  R E M A IN E D  AS PO PU LAR  AS EVER TH IS  YEAR. 
A PA R T FROM  TH E TH R EE  GAM ES A FTER N O O N S  IN TH E 
A U T U M N  A N D  W IN T E R  TE R M S , A C T IV IT IE S  N IG H TS  FOR 
BOTH M ID D L E  SCHO OL A N D  S IXTH  FORM W ERE HECTIC.

W e e n te re d  a m ix e d  te a m  in  th e  P e r th s h ire  L e a g u e  and 
c o m p e te d  e x tre m e ly  w e l l  a g a in s t m o re  e x p e r ie n c e d  a d u lt  
o p p o s it io n . F in d in g  o th e r  s c h o o ls  to  p la y  h a s  p roved  
d if f ic u lt  b u t th e  g ir ls  d id  w in  tw ic e  a g a in s t S t G e orges, 
E d in b u rg h  a n d  th e  boys w o n  c o n v in c in g ly  in  t h e ir  o n ly  g a m e  
a g a in s t E d in b u rg h  A cadem y.

In th e  h o u se  c h a m p io n s h ip s  N ic o l ra n  a w a y  w ith  th e  boys ' 
tro p h y , b o th  p a irs  w in n in g  a l l  th e ir  m a tc h e s  la  f i r s t  in  17 
y e a rs  if  m y  m e m o ry  se rv e s  m e  c o r re c t ly ]  a n d  T h o rn b a n k  
w o n  th e  g ir ts  tro p h y  fro m  W o o d la n d s  on c o u n tb a c k  a f te r  
g a m e s  w e re  t ie d .

O u r th a n k s  a n d  b e s t w is h e s  go to  B u fa n  a n d  B e n s o n  fo r  
th e ir  c o n tr ib u t io n s  to  S tra th a l la n  b a d m in to n  o v e r th e  la s t  3 
y e a rs . T he  C h in e se  in f lu e n c e  c o n t in u e s  to  be s tro n g  w ith  
so m e  e x c it in g  n e w  a d d it io n s . N ic k  Lau  and  S ha w n  Ng a re  
a lre a d y  im p re s s in g  a n d  s h o u ld  do w e ll .  We w i l l  be e n te r in g  
a te a m  in th e  lo c a l le a g u e  fo r  th e  2 0 0 4 -2 0 0 5  se a son  and  
hope  to  in c re a s e  th e  n u m b e r  o f in te r - s c h o o l m a tc h e s .

F in a lly , th a n k s  a g a in  go to  M r S ne d d o n , M rs  D u n ca n  and 
M m e  C ra n e  fo r  t h e ir  c o m m itm e n t to  th e  ca u se  and  w e  a ll 
w is h  M r S n e d d o n  a v e ry  h a p p y  re t ir e m e n t a f te r  h is  lo n g  
se rv ic e  to  th e  s c h o o l a nd , m o re  e s p e c ia lly , to  th e  
b a d m in to n .

GCK

SAILING

We s ta rte d  th e  ye a r w ith  th e  S co tla n d  and  N o r th e rn  Ire la n d  
CCF S a ilin g  R egatta  a t P o rt E dg a r: in  th e  P ico c la ss , Ja n - 
C h r is t ia n  H ashagen  and R a ch e l E nn is  ca m e  th ird  and  se ve n th  
re sp e c tive ly , w h ils t  in  th e  B osun  c la ss , S tra th a lla n 's  B te a m  
(Jake  S tre a tfe ild -J a m e s  and  S eb a s tia n  S ch u lz ] w e re  th ird .
O u r A  te a m  (C h ris  W a tson  and R ich a rd  Q u ib e ll! w o n  a l l  th e ir  
ra ce s  and th e re fo re  w o n  th e  B osun  c la ss  s h ie ld  fo r  the  
second  ye a r in  su cce ss io n . C h ris  and R ich a rd  w e n t on to  ga in  
seven th  p lace  in th e  B osun  c la ss  o f th e  N a tio n a l CCF S a ilin g  
R egatta  in  P o r ts m o u th , o u t o f a f ie ld  o f 35. The  ra c in g  w a s  
v e ry  c lo se  and th is  w a s  o u r  b e s t re s u lt  e ve r a g a in s t so m e  of 
th e  c o u n try 's  to p  s a ilo rs  in  th is  age g ro u p . F in la y  W a lla ce  
ca m e  f if th  o u t o f 15 in  th e  Q p o o l o f th e  P ico c la ss ; a n o th e r 
good e ffo r t  a g a in s t so m e  e x c e p tio n a l sa ilo rs .

T he  s u m m e r  se a son  a t P o r t E d g a r a t t ra c te d  a fu l l  
c o m p le m e n t o f 16 s a ilo rs ,  once  a g a in  in c lu d in g  a n u m b e r  o f 
yo u n g  la d ie s  as w e ll  as v a r io u s  m e m b e rs  o f W o o d la n d s . On 
th e  s e r io u s  d a ys  -  T u e sd a y  and  T h u rs d a y s  - w e  used  
s e n s ib le  b o a ts  a n d  th e  th re e  g ro u p s  s tu d ie d  n a u tic a l s k i l ls  
a p p ro p r ia te  to  th e ir  le v e l: th e  b e g in n e rs  w o rk e d  to w a rd s  
th e  b a s ic  q u a li f ic a t io n  (RYA L e v e l 2), th e  in te rm e d ia te  
g ro u p , th e  S e a m a n s h ip  c e r t i f ic a te  a n d  th e  a d va n ce d  g ro u p , 
th e  P e r fo rm a n c e  S a ilin g  c o u rs e .

A lm o s t e ve ry o n e  p a sse d , th o u g h  S a ra h  s t i l l  ha s  o n e  p a r t  o f 
th e  L e ve l 2 c e r t i f ic a te  to  f in is h  and  w i l l  th e re fo re  s ta r t  h e r  
th ird  y e a r  as o u r  m o s t e x p e r ie n c e d  b e g in n e r. On th e  le s s  
s e r io u s  d a ys  -  S a tu rd a y s  -  w e  had  to  b a t t le  o u r  w a y 
th ro u g h  th e  ta ilb a c k s  on th e  F o rth  Road B r id g e  to  g e t any 
s a ilin g  a t a ll .  H o w e v e r, th e re  w a s  m o re  v a r ie ty  in  th e  typ e  o f 
b o a t on  o ffe r :  JC a n d  S e b a s tia n  d e ve lo p e d  a te u to n ic a l ly  
re g u la te d  p a ss io n  fo r  th e  T o p p e r B uzz, m o s t o th e rs  w e re  
h a p p ie s t on th e  c a ta m a ra n s  a n d  L a s e r  2000s, a lm o s t 
e ve ry o n e  g o t w e t a n d  a l l  e n jo ye d  th e m s e lv e s .

M any th a n k s  a re  d u e  to  a l l  th e  p a r t ic ip a n ts , e s p e c ia lly  to  JC 
H a sh a g e n  fo r  h is  s e n s e  o f h u m o u r  a n d  to  P a u l B ro w n  fo r  
d o n a tin g  h is  p a ck e d  lu n c h  to  th e  re s t o f u s  on a la rg e  
n u m b e r  o f o cc a s io n s . I hope  th a t  th e re  w i l l  be p le n ty  o f n e w  
fa ce s  n e x t y e a r: th e re  w i l l  be g a p s  to  f i l l ,  a s  w e  say  g o o db ye  
th is  y e a r to : C h r is  "D in g h y  In s t r u c to r "  W a tso n , R ic h a rd  " It ’s 
n o t p ro n o u n c e d  Q u ib b le "' Q u ib e ll" ,  J a k e  ''J a v e rt '' S tr e a t fe i ld -  
J a m e s  and  S e b a s tia n  "A re  w e  g o in g  to  M a c D o n a ld 's "
S ch u lz . T h a n k s  a ls o  to  th e  in s t ru c to rs  a t th e  P o r t E d g a r 
S a ilin g  S c h o o l fo r  p u tt in g  up  w ith  us fo r  a n o th e r  year.

A S-J



GOLF R E P O R T  2 0 0 4

D ESPITE  A R R A N G IN G  A VERY F U L L  PRO G R AM M E 
TH E  SEASO N PETERED OUT INTO SO M ETH IN G  OF 
A N  A N T I-C L IM A X  FOR A VARIETY OF REASONS.

We began on a h ig h  n o te  w ith  v ic e -c a p ta in  C a m e ro n  Ja ck  
w in n in g  th e  best in d iv id u a l p rize  a t th e  A ly th  J u n io rs  
In v ita tio n  Day a lth o u g h  th e  te a m  fin is h e d  d ow n  th e  
f ie ld .U n fo r tu n a te ly  fo r  C a m e ro n , he c o u ld n 't  m a in ta in  th is  
fo rm  in th e  de fen ce  o f th e  S t.C o lu m b a ' s T rophy a t 
A u c h te ra rd e r  as C h ris  D ickson  sh o w e d  th a t h is  g a m e  had 
im p ro ve d  o ve r th e  s u m m e r  w ith  tw o  s te a d y  ro u n d s  o f 78 and 
75 to  w in  th e  c o m p e tit io n  by th re e  s tro k e s  fro m  C a m e ro n .

C a p ta in  o f g o lf, D anny H o ffm a n n  s tru g g le d  to  reach  h is  best 
fo rm , a lth o u g h  he a lw a ys  tr ie d  h is  bes t and w a s  a c o n s ta n t 
so u rce  o f e n c o u ra g e m e n t to  th e  yo u n g e r g o lfe rs .T h e  In te r -  
H ouse  c o m p e tit io n  w a s  re ta in e d  by R u thven  w ith  C a m e ro n  
sh o w in g  a re tu rn  to  fo rm  w ith  th e  best in d iv id u a l sco re  o f the  
day l72 |.W e p layed  a new  even t th is  y e a r-T h e  P it lo c h ry  Cup 
w h ic h  w a s w on  by L ia m  C a rra g h e r.T h is  even t is to  p layed 
a n n u a lly  and is  a s ta b le fo rd  c o m p e tit io n  based on ha n d ica p .

T h e re  w a s  a n e w  fo rm a t fo r  th e  P e r th  and  K in ro s s  S ch o o ls  
c o m p e tit io n  th is  y e a r - a  k n o c k o u t cu p  in s te a d  o f a le a g u e  
base d  eve n t.W e  m an a g e d  to  d ra w  th e  h o ld e rs  and  s tro n g e s t 
te a m  in th e  c o m p e tito n , M o r r is o n ’ s A ca d e m y , in  th e  f ir s t  
ro u n d  a n d  as a re s u lt  o u r  in te re s t  in  th e  c o m p e tit io n  w a s  
so o n  over. U s u a lly  w e  p la y  4 o r  5 m a tc h e s  a g a in s t lo c a l 
s c h o o ls  b u t o u r  e a r ly  e x it m e a n t th a t th is  w a s  s e v e re ly  
c u r ta i le d  th is  year. W e w e re  a ls o  u n fo r tu n a te  th a t tw o  o f 
o u r  In d e p e n d e n t S c h o o l r iv a ls  a ls o  had to  p u ll o u t o f th e ir  
f ix tu re s  a g a in s t us on th e  day o f th e  m a tc h , le a v in g  us w ith  
a m u c h  d e p le te d  f ix tu re  lis t .  We d id  m a n a g e  tw o  t r ip s  to  
E d in b u rg h  w h e re  w e  lo s t h e a v ily  to  th e  v e ry  s tro n g  te a m  
o f L o re tto  a t C ra ig ie la w  b u t m a n a g e d  to  b e a t M e rc h is to n  
a t M o r to n h a ll.  S om e  g ood  g o lf  w a s  p la yed  by a n u m b e r  o f 
p la y e rs  b u t L ia m  C a rra g h e r  a n d  A la s d a ir  C a m e ro n  lo o k  
to  be th e  b e s t p ro s p e c ts  fo r  th e  fu tu re  o f S tr a th a l la n  g o lf.
A  f i f th  p la c e  f in is h  in  th e  S c o tt is h  In d e p e n d e n t S c h o o ls  G o lf 
C o m p e tit io n  a b o u t s u m m e d  up th e  te a m 's  se a s o n  w h e re a s  
in  th e  la s t tw o  y e a rs  w e  have  f in is h e d  3 rd  a n d  2nd.

k i  Lia m C a r ra g h e r
and A lasda ir  C am eron  
look to be the best 
prospects for the fu ture  
of S tra th a l la n  golf 5 J

I t is  re a lly  p le a s in g  to  see  th e  w a y  th a t  th e  s c h o o l g o lf  
c o u rs e  has c o n tin u e d  to  im p ro v e  th is  se a so n . C re d it goes 
to  o u r  g ro u n d s m a n , J o h n  N e w a ll and  h is  te a m . They have 
m a d e  a h u g e  d if fe re n c e  to  o u r  fa c i l i t ie s  in  th e  p a s t fe w  
y e a rs  a n d  th e  s ta f f  and  p u p ils  a re  v e ry  a p p re c ia tiv e  o f th e  
w o rk  d o n e . T he  g o lf in g  s c h e d u le  g ro w s  e v e r lo n g e r  and 
w ith o u t  th e  h e lp  and  s u p p o r t  o f G eo rg e  K its o n  and  A n g u s  
W e ir  w e  w o u ld  c e r ta in ly  n o t be a b le  to  o f fe r  as m u c h  to  
o u r  g ro w in g  b and  o f g o lfe rs .  M y th a n k s  to  th e m  fo r  th e ir  
re s p e c tiv e  e f fo r t  to  S tra th a l la n  Golf.

NS

C re d it g o e s  to  o u r  g ro u n d s m a n , J o h n  N e w a ll and  h is  te a m
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F I T B A ’

The fo o tb a ll season  is  one  w h ic h  as I 'm  su re  a l l  th e  o th e r 
fo o tb a lle rs  do, I lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  e ve ry year. H ow ever, w h e n  
ce le b ra tin g  N e w  Year, kn o w in g  I o n ly  had a fe w  days u n t i l  it 
a l l  k ic k e d  o ff, I m an a g e d  to  in ju re  m y s e lf th ro u g h  so m e  o ve r- 
in d u lg e n c e  in to w n -c e n tre  typ e  ce le b ra tio n s . T h is  has a lw a ys  
been a c ru c ia l p a rt o f th e  life  o f a p ro fe s s io n a l fo o tb a lle r , 
so m aybe I s t i l l  have so m e  hope o f p la y in g  on th e  w o r ld  s tage  
(and th a t w a s n 't  a s ly  d ig  a t B la ir 's  re p o rt la s t year).

M e l F o rd e  and  I w e re  b o th  p u t fo rw a rd  to  t r y  o u t fo r  th e  
d is t r ic t  te a m , b u t w e  n e ve r a c tu a lly  m ad e  it  to  th e  t ry -o u ts .  
W h e th e r  it  w a s  due  to  th e  w e a th e r ,  th e  t im e  o f th e  t r y ­
o u ts , o r  ju s t  d o w n  to  M r B o lto n 's ,  good  o ld  o rg a n is a t io n ,
I 'm  n o t s u re . So a f te r  I w a s  to ld  I'd  m is s  up to  a m o n th  o f 
fo o tb a l l,  I th o u g h t th a t,  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  f ix tu re  lis t ,  I w o u ld  
m is s  a t le a s t 4  m a tc h e s , n e a r ly  h a lf  o f th e  a lre a d y  s h o r t  
fo o tb a l l se a so n . H o w e ve r, in  a c tu a l fa c t, th ro u g h  a 
c o m b in a t io n  o f g a m e s  b e in g  s n o w e d  o ff, o th e r  te a m s  
c a n c e llin g  m a tc h e s  (p ro b a b ly  b e ca u se  th e y  h e a rd  w e  w e re  
u n d e fe a te d ), and  f in a l ly  b e ca u se  w e  w e re  u n a b le  to  p u t o u t 
a te a m  d u e  to  c la s h e s  w ith  e xa m s, I d id n 't  even  m is s  th e  
f ir s t  g a m e  o f th e  se a son .

11  .. . the te am  showed th e ir  
strength by im m ed ia te ly  
bouncing back to beat  
St. Leonards and end  
the season on a high.

A fte r  n e a r ly  h a lf  a te rm  o f fo o tb a l l/v o l le y b a l l,  in d o o r 
fo o tb a ll,  f itn e s s , and  so m e  o f th e  te a m  s t i l l  w o n d e r in g  
if  w e  w e re  re a lly  g o in g  to  p la y  on B ig  A c re , w e  f in a l ly  had 
a m a tc h , and  a 2-1 w in  a g a in s t F e tte s . D e sp ite  th e  p o s itiv e  
s ta r t  to  th e  se a so n , in c lu d in g  S te vo 's  le g -b re a k in g  ta c k le s  
in  tra in in g ,  a n d  th e  te a m 's  s k il ls ,  (Yeah, g e t on w ith  it, 
P in k ie . Ed) s p ir its  w e re  so o n  d a m p e n e d  a f te r  2 lo s s e s  w e re  
re c o rd e d  to  b o th  G le n a lm o n d  and  D u n de e  H ig h , a lth o u g h  
s o m e  p ro m is in g  d is p la y s  w e re  s h o w n  th ro u g h o u t  th e  te a m . 
We th e n  had a s e r ie s  o f h o m e  and  a w a y m a tc h e s  lin e d  up 
fo r  th e  fo llo w in g  T u e sd a y, T h u rs d a y  and  S a tu rd a y , so w e re  
p re p a r in g  o u rs e lv e s  fo r  a t ir in g  w e e k . N o t s u rp r is in g ly ,  
s o m e  o f th e  m a tc h e s  g o t c a n c e lle d , a n d  w e  lo s t th e  o th e rs , 
'th o u g h  one  o f th e m  w a s  to  D o lla r ,  th e  s tro n g e s t te a m  in 
th e  c irc u it ,a n d  th e  o th e r  to  S te w -M e l.  N o n e th e le s s , th e  
te a m  s h o w e d  th e ir  s tre n g th  by im m e d ia te ly  b o u n c in g  b a ck  
to  b e a t S t. L e o n a rd s  and  end  th e  se a s o n  on a h ig h .

A t th e  end  o f th e  se a s o n  I th in k  w e  p la ye d  one  m a tc h  o u t o f
12 on th e  s c h e d u le d  d a te . H o w e v e r m o s t m a tc h e s  w e re  
p la yed  e v e n tu a lly , in c lu d in g  g a m e s  a g a in s t th e  s ta f f  te a m , 
and  th e  o ld  boys . B o th  o f th e s e  m a tc h e s  a re  a lw a y s  a good 
la u g h , w h ic h  is  h e lp e d  by th e  s u p p o r te rs .  T he  o ld  boys a re

o fte n  a to u g h  s id e , so  a f te r  d ra w in g  w ith  th e  s ta ff ,  w e  
th o u g h t w e 'd  t r y  f in is h in g  th e  o ld  boys g a m e  o ff,  as w e  
h a d n 't  d o n e  fo r  m o s t o f th e  se a s o n . A f te r  an e a r ly  le a d  and 
w h e n  th e  sc o re s  w e re  le v e l a t h a lf  t im e , th in g s  w e re  lo o k in g  
g o o d , b u t o u r  s e a s o n  w a s  s u m m e d  up w h e n  w e  fe l l  a s le e p  
in  th e  s e c o n d  h a lf  a n d  lo s t a co u p le  o f g o a ls  a n d  th e  g a m e  
a t th e  f in a l w h is t le .  So, th o u g h  w e  m a y  n e v e r k n o w  w h y  
a fo o tb a l l p itc h  w a s  m a rk e d  o u t on B ig  A c re , w e  w o u ld  lik e  
to  th a n k  th e  g ro u n d s m e n  fo r  g iv in g  us th e  b e s t p itc h  w e  
p la ye d  on ; Mr. B o lto n , Mr. B a tte rh a m , Mr. W e ir, Mr. S m ith , 
Mr. G o d d a rd  fo r  th e ir  t im e  a n d  c o m m itm e n t,  
and  m o s t im p o r ta n t ly ,  th e  te a m  th e m s e lv e s .

R ic h a rd  M c L a re n .  UVI N ic o l

OK so the only way  
I was going to make  
it onto the football 
pages this year was  
by wearing a kilt 
and smiling, pp
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TH IS  YEAR A G A IN , OUR S KIE R S  HAVE R EPR ES E N TED  
S T R A T H A LLA N  W ITH  D IG N ITY  A N D  STYLE AT N U M ER O U S 
EVENTS.

B a ck  in S e p te m b e r, th e  S co ttis h  S ch o o ts  D ry  S lopes S ki 
C h a m p io n s h ip s  to o k  p lace  a t th e  M id lo th ia n  S k i C en tre , 
H ille n d . O u r boys' te a m  (R ich ie  D uncan , H a rry  W o rk m a n ,
P ie rs  R a n g e r and J a c k  W o rk m a n ) fin is h e d  in 8 th  p o s it io n  and 
w e re  th u s  se le c te d  fo r  th e  B r it is h  C h a m p io n s h ip s . The  g ir ls  
w e re  le ss  fo r tu n a te . W ith  M e lis sa  P ip e r u n a b le  to  f in is h , th e  
te a m , (V icky D ru m m o n d -H a y , J e n n ife r  W h ite la w  and  S oph ie  
W o rk m a n ) w a s  p laced  10th o v e ra ll.  T h a n k  you, M r and M rs  
W o rk m a n , fo r  p ro d u c in g  th re e  su ch  u s e fu l o ffs p r in g .

H a v ing  sa id  la s t  y e a r  th a t w in te rs  in  S c o tla n d  c o u ld  o n ly  g e t 
b e t te r  s n o w -w is e , th e  s k i se a son  w e  have  ju s t  e x p e rie n c e d  
ha s  v i r tu a lly  b een  fre e  o f a n y  sn o w , and  m a n y  re g io n a l 
ra ce s  w e re  c a n c e lle d . S t i l l ,  th e  S c o tt is h  S c h o o ls  S ki 
A s s o c ia tio n  k e p t a w e a th e r  eye on th e  fo re c a s t and , ra th e r  
th a n  c a n c e llin g  a l l  e ve n ts , a f te r  m a n y  a t te m p ts  it  f in a l ly  
gave  us tw o  d e c e n t ra ce s  on TH E w h ite  p a tch  a t th e  L e ch t. 
T h e  S c o tt is h  M in o rs  Race sa w  o u r  g ir ls  IS o p h ie  W o rk m a n , 
P ho e b e  S h a w -S te w a r t,  R o bynne  S m ith  and  H a n na h  
C o c k b u rn ) f in is h  in  12 th  p o s it io n . The  S tra th a l la n  boys' 
te a m  (D u n ca n  O 'R e illy , J o n a th a n  D ic k s o n , J o s e p h  C o rb e tt 
and  Tom  C a rg il l)  w e re  p la c e d  19th.

T he  S c o tt is h  S c h o o l S k i C h a m p io n s h ip s  to o k  p la c e  on even 
th in n e r  sn o w . T he  g ir ls  (L u cy  D ru m m o n d -H a y , V icky  
D ru m m o n d -H a y , J e n n ife r  W h ite la w  and  K a tie  L yb u rn ) w e re  
9 th  o v e ra ll and  o u r  boys (R ich ie  D u n ca n , H a rry  W o rk m a n , 
F ra s e r R a w lin s o n  and  J a c k  W o rk m a n ) f in is h e d  4 th  o u t o f 
e ig h te e n  te a m s .

The B r it is h  S c h o o ls  C h a m p io n s h ip s  w e re , th is  y e a r a g a in , 
a c a s u a lty  o f th e  p o o r se a s o n : th is  e ve n t w a s  c a n c e lle d .

T he  h ig h l ig h t  fo r  th e  s c h o o l w a s  p ro b a b ly  o u r  g ir ls ' re s u lts  
a t th e  B r it is h  S c h o o lg ir ls ' R aces in  F la in e , F ra n ce . O ver tw o  
d a ys  o f in te n s e  ra c in g  (and n o n -s to p  fa l l  o f g ia n t 
s n o w fla k e s ), M e lis s a  P ip e r, V icky  D ru m m o n d -H a y  and 
J e n n ife r  W h ite la w  d e fe n d e d  th e ir  te a m  up to  th e  q u a r te r  
f in a l in  th e  D u a l S la lo m  and  w e re  a w a rd e d  B ro n z e  m e d a ls  
fo r  t h e ir  th ird  p la c e  in  th e  B r it is h  S c h o o ls  C o m b in e d  eve n t.
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BEYOND TH E  S C H O O LS' C IR C U IT , TH E  FO LLO W IN G  
RESULTS DESERVE A M E N TIO N :

M e lis s a  P ip e r  w o n  a b ro n z e  m e d a l in  G ia n t S la lo m  in  th e  
A u s tr ia n  N a t io n a l C h a m p io n s h ip s . S he  h a s  s p e n t m u c h  
o f th e  s e a s o n  t r a v e l l in g  f ro m  th e  B r it is h  O ly m p ic  b a se  in 
L o fe r ,  A u s tr ia ,  to  in te rn a t io n a l ra c e s  e ls e w h e re  in  A u s tr ia ,  
F ra n c e  a n d  S lo v e n ia . S he  c o m p e te d  a t th e  S e n io r  B r it is h  
L a n d  C h a m p io n s h ip s  in  M e r ib e l,  F ra n c e , w in n in g  th e  
L a d ie s ' C h a lle n g e  C u p s in  S la lo m  a n d  G ia n t S la lo m  fo r  
th e  1st n o n -B r i t is h  te a m  m e m b e r. S he  a ls o  ca m e  1 s t in  
h e r  a g e  c a te g o ry  a n d  3 rd  o v e ra l l in  th e  S c o tt is h  
C h a m p io n s h ip s  in  M e r ib e l.  M e lis s a  is  a m e m b e r  o f th e  
S c o tt is h  f u l l - t im e  T eam  a n d  th e  B r it is h  Team  D e v e lo p m e n t 
sq u a d . S he is  an  e li te  a th le te  w ith  th e  H ig h la n d  In s t i tu te  
o f S p o r t  a n d  w a s  n o m in a te d  as H ig h la n d  S p r in g  Young 
S p o r ts  P e rs o n  o f th e  Year.

V ick y  D ru m m o n d -H a y  had a v e ry  good  se a s o n  in s p ite  o f a 
n ig g lin g  kn e e . She c o m p e te d  in Ita ly  and  A u s tr ia  a g a in s t 
e x p e rie n c e d  a th le te s . S he  w o n  a B ro n z e  m e d a l a t th e  
B .A .R .S .C . s la lo m  ra ce s  fo r  b e in g  3 rd  B r it is h  g ir l  in  th e  
J u n io r  II ca te g o ry .

R ich ie  D u n ca n  had a ra th e r  s p le n d id  se a so n , to o . He w o n  
th e  M e r ib e l S la lo m  C up. He w a s  G old  m e d a ll is t  tw ic e  in  th e  
N o r th  o f S c o tla n d  S k i Road S k i Race a t A v ie m o re  a n d  w a s  
a w a rd e d  th e  C a irn g o rm  C up fo r  b e in g  b e s t s k ie r  o v e ra ll.  A t 
th e  B r it is h  C h a m p io n s h ip s  in  M e r ib e l he g ra b b e d  th e  G old  
m e d a l in  S la lo m  a n d  S ilv e r in  G ia n t S la lo m  in th e  J u n io r  1 
C a teg o ry . He w a s  B ro n z e  m e d a llis t  in  th e  G ia n t S la lo m  of 
th e  B r it is h  S e n io rs ' R ace. R ich ie  h a s  b een  t ra in in g  and  
ra c in g  w ith  th e  S c o tt is h  A lp in e  Team , c o m p e tin g  in  F ra n ce , 
Ita ly , A u s tr ia ,  N o rw a y  and  C anada .

C o n s id e r in g  th e  q u a li ty  o f o u r  a th le te s , c o m p e t it io n s  on th e  
S c o tt is h  sce n e  and  a b ro a d  co u ld  be v e ry  e x c it in g  in d e e d  
o v e r th e  c o m in g  w in te r  m o n th s . R a c ing  on S c o tt is h  m ud  
d o e s g u a ra n te e  th a t one  re tu rn s  fo rm  th e  L e c h t w ith  
e x c e p tio n a l m e m o r ie s  b u t w e  ke e p  o u r  f in g e rs  c ro s se d  fo r  
a g e n e ro u s  fa l l  o f th e  c le a n e r , w h ite r  s tu f f  n e x t w in te r .

F a b ie n n e  T h o m p s o n
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GIRLS' TE N N IS  REPORT 2004

G ir ls ' te n n is  a t S tra th a l la n  ha s  a lw a y s  b een  a p o p u la r  
g a m e s  c h o ice  and  w e  b e lie v e  th is  is  d u e  to  th e  g re a t 
c a m a ra d e r ie  o f th e  te a m s  and  th e  s e r io u s  and  c o m p e tit iv e  
n a tu re  in  w h ic h  th e  s p o r t  is  a p p ro a c h e d  (a lth o u g h  I've  
h e a rd  th a t  th e  a lte rn a t iv e  o p tio n  , ru n n in g  a ro u n d  a t ra c k  
seven  t im e s  in  an a fte rn o o n  t ry in g  to  keep  up w ith  M r 
H ig g in b o tto m , m ig h t have  s o m e th in g  to  do w ith  it).

A s so m a n y  g ir ls  p la ye d  te n n is  th is  se a s o n  th e  te a m s  fro m  
a l l  a g e  g ro u p s  have  b een  o f a h ig h  s ta n d a rd . W in s  fo r  th e  
f i r s t  s ix  w e re  a ch ie ve d  a g a in s t F e tte s , S t G e o rg e 's , 
K ilg ra s to n  and  L o re tto .  T o m m y  O g ilv ie  w h o  co a c h e s  th e  
g ir ls  tw ic e  a w e e k  w o u ld  lik e  to  c la im  th is  w a s  d o w n  to  h is  
e x p e r t is e , b u t w h e n  you  have  s ix  b u d d in g  S h a ra p o va s , 
su c ce ss  is  to  be e xp e c te d .

The  R iley  g ir ls  have  a ls o  p e r fo rm e d  w e ll  th is  y e a r and  it  w a s 
good  to  se e  A il ie  M cG eogh and  S a ra  C h a lm e rs  g e tt in g  to  th e  
s e m i f in a l o f th e  N e w  P a rk  T o u rn a m e n t. A il ie  M cG eogh a ls o  
w e n t on to  w in  th e  R ile y  s in g le s  c h a m p io n s h ip s  th a t w a s  ru n  
a t th e  S ch o o l fo r  th e  f ir s t  t im e  th is  year.

T h e  K ilg ra s to n  T o u rn a m e n t ta k e s  p la c e  a t th e  e n d  o f th e  
se a s o n  and  th is  y e a r  o u r  ju n io r  te a m  w a s  e x tre m e ly  
s u c c e s s fu l. F ra n k ie  G rie ve  and  K irs ty  M cG eogh  re a ch e d  th e  
s e m i f in a l in  th e  U 16 age  g ro u p  e v e n tu a lly  lo s in g  o u t in  th e  
t ie  b re a k . R a ch e l M cL e a n  and  A il ie  M cG eoch  w o n  th e  U U  
s e c t io n  by b e a tin g  S t C a th e r in e 's , B e lfa s t in  a fa n ta s t ic  
f in a l.  The  s e n io r  te a m  s a w  Ju d i C a rg il l  and  Tasha S m ith  
re a c h in g  th e  q u a r te r - f in a ls  a n d  C la ire  L e s lie  a n d  A nna  
M a c D o n a ld  re a ch e d  th e  s e m is .

It w a s  a th o ro u g h ly  e n jo ya b le  s e a s o n  a n d  th a n k s  m u s t be 
g ive n  to  T o m m y fo r  a lt  h is  h e lp  a n d  e x p e r t is e  a n d  to  M iss  
S im e  and  M rs  D o rw a rd  fo r  o rg a n is in g  a l l  o u r  m a tc h e s  and  
g a m e s  s e s s io n s  a n d  fo r  p u tt in g  up w ith  us. N e x t y e a rs  te a m  
h a s  a lo t  to  live  up  to  and  m ig h t  be q u ite  d e p le te d  w ith  th e  
d e p a r tu re  o f m a n y  m e m b e rs  o f th e  U p p e r S ix th . I a m  su re  
T ra c e y 's  g ra c e fu l p la y , M ic h e lle 's  e a g e rn e s s  on c o u r t  and  
K a tie 's  c a tc h p h ra s e  'I  th in k  I b ro ke  m y  n a il ' w i l l  be g re a t ly  
m is s e d  by a ll .

A n n a  M a c D o n a ld , C a p ta in  G ir ls ' T e n n is

i i  W hen you have six budding Sharapovas, success  
is to be expected. 55

CYCLING

W e ll, h e re  w e  go r id in g  b ik e s  a g a in . T he  ch a in  g ang  th is  ye a r 
w e re  a s p le n d id ly  d e te rm in e d  b u n ch  and  P am e la  (G a rra tt l,  
M a r t in  (Jones) and  A n g u s  (S te ph e n so n ) w e re  up fo r  ju s t  
a b o u t any d a y - tr ip  p a r t ic u la r ly  if  it in vo lved  a v is it  to  a ca s tle  
o r, in  P a m e la 's  case, a n yw h e re  th a t had a s n if f  o f h o rs e fle s h . 
OK so w e  d id n 't  m a k e  it  to  P e rth  R aces b u t w e  d id  ca tch  a 
g lim p s e  o f P e r th s h ire 's  (and m aybe  S co tla n d 's ) o n ly  w h ite  
te le p h o n e  box and , in  s ta rk  c o n tra s t, th e  in s id e  o f so m e  
ra ilw a y  tu n n e ls  so d a rk  and  d r ip p in g  th a t th e y  even 
fr ig h te n e d  th e  M a r in e s . D isu se d  tu n n e ls . R ig h t?  D isu se d .
A ll r ig h t,  so I ' l l  f i l l  in  a r is k  a ss e s s m e n t nex t t im e .

I en joyed  m y s e lf, a nyw ay, and th e  gang w e re  e x c e p tio n a lly  
good  va lu e . E n joy th e  s in g le tra c k  and  th e  ta rm a c . Keep 
th e  w h e e ls  tu rn in g .

EGK
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W ITH  AN  U N B E A T E N  2003  SEASO N, 2 004  W AS ALW AYS 
GOING TO BE A  TOUGH ONE, B U T TH E  TE A M  DID W E L L  
IN  TH E IR  SCHO OL M ATCHES.

T he  se a son  s ta r te d  w ith  a h a rd - fo u g h t  cu p  m a tc h  a g a in s t 
M e rc h is to n  C a s tle  S ch o o l. H a v ing  n e v e r p la ye d  in d o o rs  
b e fo re , w e  t ra v e lle d  to  th e  D avid  L lo yd  C e n tre  in  E d in b u rg h  
to  e x p e r ie n c e  th e  in d o o r  c o u r ts  fo r  th e  f ir s t  t im e .  A f te r  th e  
ro u n d  o f s in g le s  it  w a s  2 -2  a n d  so  it  w a s  to  be th e  d o u b le s  
th a t w o u ld  d e c id e  th e  o u tc o m e . O u r tw o  c o u p le s  k n e w  w h a t 
w a s  re q u ire d  o f th e m  and  w e  e n d e d  up 4 -2  v ic to rs  o v e r an 
e x p e r ie n c e d  te a m . The  co re  o f o u r  te a m  fo r  th e  se a s o n  w a s  
to  be m a d e  up  o f 6 th  F o rm  p u p ils ,  n a m e ly  C a p ta in s  D avid 
C o a to n  and  R o ry  C a rm ic h a e l,  a lo n g  w ith  A la s ta ir  M a th e r  
a nd  A n d re a s  C o rb e tt. T he  se c o n d  ro u n d  o f th e  c o m p e tit io n  
w a s  to  p ro ve  a l i t t le  m o re  d if f ic u lt  a n d  w e  d e p a r te d  h a v ing  
lo s t to  G le n a lm o n d  C o lle g e .

O u r se a son  a g a in s t s c h o o l o p p o s it io n  p ro ve d  to  be m o s t 
s u c c e s s fu l w ith  2 v e ry  c o n v in c in g  9 -0  v ic to r ie s  a g a in s t 
M o r r is o n 's  A ca d e m y  a n d  E d in b u rg h  A ca d e m y.

In th e  a n n u a l M ixed  D o u b le s  T o u rn a m e n t o u r  th re e  c o u p le s  
a lt  w o n  m e d a ls  and  tro p h ie s , w ith  R o ry  and  A nn a  ru n n e rs  
u p  in  S e c tio n  1 and  S tra th a l la n  ru n n e rs  up o v e ra ll.  As 
a lw a y s , it  w a s  a g ood  d a y 's  te n n is  w ith  B oys and  G ir ls  
s u p p o r t in g  e a ch  o th e r  v e ry  w e ll.

T he  se a son  e n d e d  w ith  th e  a n n u a l " B a t t le  o f th e  T ita n s "  -  
SM C R  v e rs u s  p u p ils  m a tc h . It is  n o w  b e c o m in g  t ra d it io n  fo r  
g ir ls  to  jo in  th e  boys in w h a t w a s  o r ig in a lly  a boys ' m a tc h  
a g a in s t th e  SM CR. The  s ta ff ,  in  th e ir  u s u a l m a n n e r, 
p lo u g h e d  th ro u g h  th e  o p p o s it io n  to  e m e rg e  6 -3  v ic to rs .

O nce a g a in  w e  have  been fo r tu n a te  to  have  th e  s e rv ic e s  o f 
P e te r D a rb y s h ire  a n d  T o m m y O g ilv ie . P e te r does 
o u ts ta n d in g  w o rk  p r im a r i ly  w ith  R ile y  p u p ils  and  T o m m y 
w a s  in tw ic e  a w e e k  th is  y e a r w o rk in g  w ith  th e  B oys ' and 
G ir ls ' te a m s . T o m m y c o n t in u e s  to  p la y  a m a jo r  p a r t  in  th e  
im p ro v e m e n t o f o u r  te a m  p la y e rs  a nd , I b e lie ve , has 
c o n tr ib u te d  g re a t ly  to  o u r  s u c ce ss  o v e r th e  p a s t tw o  ye a rs .

T h is  y e a r w e  say  g o odbye  to  th re e  U p p e r S ix th  p la y e rs , tw o  
o f w h o m  have  p la yed  1st B oys ' T e n n is  s in c e  4 th  F o rm . D avid 
and  R o ry  have p la yed  a v i ta l p a r t  in  o u r  re c e n t su c ce ss e s  
and  th e y  w i l l  be  d if f ic u lt  to  re p la c e  in  th e  y e a rs  a h e a d . T h is  
n e x t y e a r w i l l  a g a in  be a b u ild in g  y e a r b u t w i l l ,  I hope, 
in c lu d e  so m e  su c ce ss e s  as w e ll .  We do have  so m e  
p ro m is in g  yo u n g  p la y e rs  and  w e  a l l  lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  th e ir  
fu tu re  c o n tr ib u t io n s .

F u ll C o lo u rs  w e re  re -a w a rd e d  to  D avid  C oa to n  and  R ory 
C a rm ic h a e l w ith  h a lf  C o lo u rs  a w a rd e d  to  A la s ta ir  M a th e r.

R e g u la r  te a m  m e m b e rs  w e re :

DAVID COATON A LA S TA IR  M ATHER

RORY C A R M IC H A E L A N D R E A S  CORBETT

A LA S D A IR  C AM ERO N  JA M IE  M ORRISO N

In te r -H o u s e  T e n n is  w a s  w o n , ye t a g a in , by R u thve n , 
b e a tin g  N ic o l in to  2nd  p la ce .

R e s u lts  w e re  as fo llo w s :

G LA N V ILL  CUP MATCH VS M ERCHISTON W ON 4 -2

FETTES COLLEG E W O N 7 -2

G LE N A LM O N D  C O LLEG E ISN R S ) LOST 2 -7

M O R R ISO N 'S  ACAD EM Y W ON 9 -0

ST L E O N A R D 'S  SCHOOL W O N  6 -3

M ER C H ISTO N  C AS TLE  SCHO OL W O N 5 -4

GO RDONSTOUN LOST 7 -2

E D IN B U R G H  ACAD EM Y W O N 9 -0

S TE W A R T 'S  M E LV ILLE  COLLEG E LOST 4 -5

SMCR S TAFF 6 -3



A H A W K  IN W I N T E R

THE BIRD

A fte r  a s h o r t  t im e  as a m e m b e r o f th is  sc h o o l it  w a s  soon 
c le a r  th a t I w a n te d  to  do so m e th in g  th a t n obody had eve r 
done  be fo re , I w a n te d  to  keep  a b ird  o f p rey in  th e  s c h o o l and 
tra in  it  fo r  fa lc o n ry , one o f th e  o ld e s t w a ys  to  h u n t p rey in  its  
n a tu ra l s ta te  and h a b ita t. I w a n te d  to  use  fo r  th is  p u rp o se  a 
H a rr is  H aw k, an A m e ric a n  ra p to r  fro m  Texas and  A rizo n a .

I ju s t  n e eded  to  g e t p e rm is s io n . So w h o  co u ld  h e lp  m e  w ith  
th a t?  I a ske d  th e  te a c h e r  w h o  h a s  th e  m o s t to  do w ith  th a t 
s u b je c t, M r C o u rt. On one  o f o u r  W e d n e sd a y  c la y  p ig e o n  
s h o o tin g  s e s s io n s  I to ld  h im  w h a t I w a n te d  to  do. 
S u rp r is in g ly ,  he to ld  m e  th a t i t  w a s  p o s s ib le , I w o u ld  ju s t  
have  to  a s k  an a w fu l lo t  o f p e o p le  fo r  p e rm is s io n  and  h e lp , 
s ta r t in g  w ith  m y  H o u s e m a s te r , M r S h e p h e rd , th e  B u rs a r,
M r L e g ge  a n d  th e  H e a d m a s te r, M r T h o m p s o n . M r C o u rt 
o ffe re d  to  ta lk  to  th e m  a n d  a s k  th e m  a l l  d u r in g  th e  n e x t fe w  
w e e k s . T h e y  a l l  gave  th e ir  p e rm is s io n .

T h e  n e x t ta s k  w a s  to  f in d  th e  r ig h t  p la c e  to  ke e p  th e  b ird . It 
w a s  m o re  d if f ic u lt  th a n  I'd  th o u g h t.  N o p la c e  se e m e d  to  be 
s e c u re  e n o u g h  fo r  th e  a n im a l.  So M r S h e p h e rd  o ffe re d  to  
ta lk  a s e c o n d  t im e  to  M r T h o m p s o n  to  a s k  h im  if  he had  any 
id e a s  w h e re  th e  b ird  c o u ld  be ke p t. A nd  M r T h o m p s o n  ca m e  
th ro u g h  m a k in g  a s u g g e s tio n  th a t  w o u ld  have  n e ve r 
o c c u rre d  to  m e . He o ffe re d  h is  g a rd e n  a n d  h is  g a ra g e  a n d  a 
s m a ll sh e d  in h is  b a ck  ya rd .

P re p a ra t io n s  w e re  n o w  c o m p le te . B u t yo u  m a y  w o n d e r  
w h e re  do you  bu y  s u c h  an a n im a l?  D e f in ite ly  n o t in  a pe t 
sh o p . W h e n  I a r r iv e d  in S c o tla n d , a w e e k  b e fo re  th e  
b e g in n in g  o f th e  s c h o o l y e a r 2 0 0 3 /2 0 0 4  I v is ite d  so m e  
F a lc o n ry  and  R a p to r c e n tre s  a ro u n d  P e r th . T h e  f i r s t  one 
w a s  a c e n tre  in  C o m r ie  c a lle d  H ig h la n d  F a lco n ry . T h e  H ead 
F a lc o n e r th e re , C ra ig  S te w a rt, is  v e ry  e x p e r ie n c e d  and 
b re e d s  s o m e  re a lly  g ood  H a r r is  H a w ks . W h e n  I w a s  lo o k in g  
to  b u y  a H a w k I d e c id e d  to  g e t th e  yo u n g  o f one  o f h is  
b re e d in g  p a irs .

B e fo re  I c o u ld  b r in g  th e  b ird  b a ck  I had to  f in d  a p la c e  
w h e re  I c o u ld  s to re  its  fo o d . H a w ks  o n ly  e a t fre s h  u n co o ke d  
m e a t, w h a t m e a n s  th a t  a lo t  sp a ce  in  a fre e z e r  is  re q u ire d . 
I 'm  g ra te fu l to  M r V a llo t fo r  g iv in g  m e  a sp a ce  in  h is  fre e ze r. 
M rs  V a llo t w a s  p a r t ic u la r ly  e n th ra lle d  a t th e  a r r iv a l o f a p ile  
o f b lo o d -s o a k e d  f le s h  in  th e  h o u s e h o ld .

E v e ry th in g  w a s  re a d y  fo r  th e  b ird 's  a r r iv a l.  I 'd  to ld  a co u p le  
o f p e o p le  th a t I w a s  g o in g  to  b r in g  a b ird  o f p re y  to  s ta y  a t 
S tra th a l la n ,  b u t I d o n 't  th in k  th e y  b e lie v e d  m e . T h e re  w a s  a 
d is t in c t  lo o k  o f s u rp r is e  on th e ir  fa ce s  w h e n  I to o k  C h ica  
o u t o f h e r  box. S he  w a s  a t th is  p o in t fu l ly  g ro w n  and  
b e ca u se  o f h e r  n a tu ra l fe a r  o f h u m a n s  sh e  s p re a d  o u t h e r  
w in g s  a n d  w e n t in to  a d e fe n s iv e  p o s it io n . Q u ite  im p re s s iv e .

H e r t ra in in g  s ta r te d  s t ra ig h t  aw ay. I f ir s t ,  th o u g h , had to  w in  
h e r t ru s t .  So I had  to  sp e n d  a t le a s t tw o  h o u rs  w ith  h e r  
e ve ry  day. T he  f ir s t  s te p  w a s  to  g e t h e r fe e d in g  on th e  f is t .  
F o r th a t I had  to  o f fe r  h e r  food  as sh e  s to o d  on th e  fa lc o n ry  
g love  e a ch  day. It s o u n d s  s im p le  b u t it  is  one  o f th e  m o s t 
im p o r ta n t  p a r ts  o f t ra in in g .  In th e  f ir s t  th re e  d a ys  sh e  d id n 't  
feed  on th e  f is t  a n d  so q u ite  s im p ly  co u ld  n o t be fed . On th e  
fo u r th  day h u n g e r  w o n  o u t o ve r fe a r  a n d  sh e  s ta r te d  e a tin g . 
T h is  is  d if f ic u lt  fo r  th e  b ird , b e ca u se  sh e  had to  lo w e r  h e r 
head  a n d  ta ke  h e r  eyes o ff m e . F ro m  th e n  on I le t h e r  ju m p  
fo r  food  fro m  a p e rch  to  m y f is t .  A l l  th e  t im e  sh e  w a s 
te th e re d  w ith  le a th e r  a n k le ts  a n d  le a th e r  s t r ip s  ca lle d  
je s s e s  and  a lo n g  n y lo n  le a s h . E ve ry  day I in c re a s e d  th e  
le n g th  o f th e  le a sh  u n t i l  w e  g o t to  a 15 m e tre  n y lo n  lin e  
c a lle d  a c re a n c e . F ro m  th e n  on e ve ry  th in g  w e n t q u ite  fa s t 
u n t i l  I co u ld  le t h e r  f ly  fre e . I d id  n o t have  to  te a ch  h e r  h o w  
to  h u n t ra b b its  a n d  o th e r  a n im a ls ;  h a w k s  a re  n a tu ra l k i l le rs .

I w o u ld  lik e  to  th a n k  a l l  th e  te a c h e rs , s ta f f  a n d  p u p ils  th a t 
h e lp e d  m e  w ith  m y  w o rk .  E s p e c ia lly  th e  T h o m p s o n  fa m ily ,  
M r V a llo t  a n d  h is  w ife , M r S h e p h e rd , M r  C o u rt, J a m ie  
M o r r is o n  a n d  p a r t ic u la r ly  M r P ro c to r  w h o  h e lp e d  m e  a lo t 
by d r iv in g  m e  a ro u n d  a n d  g iv in g  up h is  t im e .

M o r itz  D a p p r ic h

U  I ’d told a couple of people that  I w as  going to bring  
a bird of prey to stay at S tra th a l lan ,  but I do n ’t th ink  
they believed me. 5 J
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T h is  y e a r  S tra th a lta n  ha s  s o m e  e x c it in g  e q u e s tr ia n  re s u lts ,  
in c lu d in g  n e w s  o f th re e  r id e rs  w h o  have  q u a lif ie d  fo r  
n a t io n a l f in a ls  h e ld  in  E n g la n d . Th e y have a ls o  c o m p e te d  
fo r  t h e ir  P ony C lu b s  a t ' ' In te rb ra n c h '' th is  y e a r w h ic h  is  a 
g re a t a c h ie v e m e n t s in c e  it  is  o n e  o f th e  P ony C lu b 's  
p re m ie r  e ve n ts .

S HO W JUM PING

H e le n  and  S te p h a n ie  have c o m p le te d  a s u c c e s s fu l ye a r 
s h o w ju m p in g . Th e y have  b o th  c le a re d  so m e  v e ry  b ig  fe n ce s
-  S te p h a n ie  w o n  a t G le n e a g le s  by c le a r in g  3 ’ 8 " in  a "C ha se  
m e  C h a r lie "  c o m p e tit io n , a n d  H e le n  ca m e  2nd  a t D abbs 
E q u e s tr ia n  C e n tre  by c le a r in g  th e  P u iss a n c e  w a ll  a t A ' 8 ". 
H e le n  ha s  c o m p le te d  h e r  f i r s t  y e a r in  th e  B .S .J .A . and  has 
p ro g re s s e d  th ro u g h  fiv e  ro u n d s  in o rd e r  to  q u a lify  fo r  th e  
N a t io n a l f in a ls  o f th e  B r it is h  N o v ice  3 ' 3 '  '( 1 m ]  c o m p e tit io n . 
S he  w o n  one  o f th e  q u a lify in g  ro u n d s , and  sh e  has 
c o m p e te d  re g u la r ly  fo r  F ife  H u n t P ony C lu b  S e n io r  O pen 
s h o w ju m p in g  te a m  w h ic h  has w o n  2 c o m p e tit io n s  th is  ye a r, 
in c lu d in g  E lm w o o d  C o lle g e 's  "K in g d o m  C u p ” . She ha s  a ls o  
been a m e m b e r  o f th e  F ife  H u n t O pen In te rb ra n c h  
s h o w ju m p in g  te a m . S te p h a n ie  w o n  th e  G le n e a g le s  N u rs e ry  
N o v ice  w in te r  s h o w ju m p in g  le a g u e  and  ca m e  4 th  in  th e  
N o v ice  le a g u e . She ha s  co m p e te d  re g u la r ly  fo r  S tra th e a rn  
P ony C lu b  s h o w ju m p in g  a n d  te t ra th lo n  te a m s , and 
re p re s e n te d  h e r  p o n y c lu b  in  th e ir  In te rm e d ia te  In te rb ra n c h  
E vent Team  th is  year.

KILGRASTON SCOTTISH SCHOOLS  
EQUESTRIAN CHAM PIO NSHIPS

M an y c o n g ra tu la t io n s  go to  A lic e  P age w h o  has been 
s e le c te d  to  r id e  fo r  th e  U21 S c o tt is h  D re ss a g e  T eam . She 
ca m e  2nd  a t th e  N .E .o f S c o tla n d  d re s s a g e  fe s t iv a l a t N ovice  
le v e l and  3 rd  a t P re lim  le v e l, and  sh e  ha s  q u a lif ie d  fo r  th e  
S c o tt is h  C h a m p io n s h ip s . She ha s  a ls o  q u a lif ie d  fo r  th e  
"B e s t o f S c o tla n d  D re ssa g e  F e s tiva l'', a n d  sh e  is  r id in g  in 
th e  S c o tt is h  in te rn a t io n a l in d iv id u a l d re s s a g e  e ve n t. In 
a d d it io n , sh e  w a s  p la c e d  a t th e  t r a ilb la z e r s  n a t io n a l 
d re s s a g e  c h a m p io n s h ip s  a t S to n e le ig h  P a rk .

S he re p re s e n te d  S tra th e a rn  P ony C lu b  in th e ir  S e n io r  
In te rb ra n c h  D re ssa g e  te a m , and  ca m e  2nd  in h e r  a re n a  
w h ic h  w o n  h e r  th e  "B e s t J u n io r "  a w a rd .

CROSS-COUNTRY /  JUMPCROSS

H e le n  S u m m e rs g i l l  w o n  th e  3 ft  " H u n te r  T r ia ls "  a t B a c h ilto n  
ru n  by S tra th e a rn  E ve n tin g , and  S te p h a n ie  Lyon w o n  th e  3 ft 
J u m p c ro s s  tw ic e  a t th e  sa m e  ve n u e . C o n g ra tu la tio n s  go to  
S te p h a n ie  w h o  h a s  a ls o  q u a lif ie d  fo r  th e  B .H .S . c ro s s ­
c o u n try  c h a m p io n s h ip s  in  B e d fo rd .

S tra th a l la n  S c h o o l e n te re d  2 te a m s  in  th is  h ig h ly  
c o m p e tit iv e  e ve n t th is  year.

T he  s e n io r  te a m  r id e r s  w e re  H a r r ie t  P age, H e le n  
S u m m e rs g i ll ,  P a m e la  G a rra tt  a n d  C ara  D u n ca n . Th e y a l l  
p u t in  a g re a t e f fo r t  on th e  day, and  a lth o u g h  th e y  w e re n - 1 
p la c e d , c o n g ra tu la t io n s  go to  H a r r ie t  Page fo r  p e r fo rm in g  
v e ry  w e ll in  th e  d re s s a g e , and  to  H e le n  S u m m e rs g i l l  fo r  
g e tt in g  th e  b e s t re s u lt  fo r  th e  te a m  in  th e  s h o w ju m p in g .

T he  in te rm e d ia te  te a m  r id e r s  w e re  A lic e  Page, O liv ia  
S tre a t fe ild -J a m e s ,  R a c h e l L e s lie  a n d  S te p h a n ie  Lyon. Good 
p e r fo rm a n c e s  in  th e  d re s s a g e  w e re  a ch ie v e d  by A lic e  and  
O liv ia , a n d  O liv ia  a ls o  g a in e d  th e  b e s t re s u lts  in  th e  
s h o w ju m p in g .

T he  c o m p e tit io n  w a s  in te n s e  w ith  o v e r 190 c o m p e tito rs ,  and 
a l l  o u r  te a m  m e m b e rs  d e s e rv e  p ra is e  fo r  th e ir  
p e rs e v e ra n c e  and  d e te rm in a tio n  th ro u g h o u t th e  e ve n t. My 
th a n k s  go to  a l l  th e  r id e rs ,  and  a h u g e  " th a n k y o u "  m u s t 
a ls o  go to  th e ir  p a re n ts  and  h e lp e rs .

J .A .S .

7 4  | E Q U E S T R I A N I S M



O xfo rd  la n d  th e  C LA  G a m e fa ir  a t B le n h e im  P a la ce ] is  a lo n g  
w a y fro m  ru r a l P e r th s h ire  a n d  S tra th a l la n  S c h o o l. The 
S co ts  have, even b e fo re  th e  C le a ra n c e s , b een  a w e ll -  
t ra v e lle d  and  a d v e n tu ro u s  p e o p le  and  w e  w e re  h a p p y  to  
p a ck  o u r  g u n s  and  k i l t s  a n d  a l i t t le  o f th e  m o n e y  th a t 
p ro u d ly  c a r r ie s  p ic tu re s  o f th e  lik e s  o f R a b b ie  B u rn s  in  o u r  
s p o rra n s . We n o tic e d , w h ils t  in  E n g la n d , th e  lo n g  and 
a d m ir in g  s c ru t in y  th e s e  b a n k n o te s  w e re  s u b je c t to  and  th e  
e x tra o rd in a ry  c o u r te s y  w ith  w h ic h  th e y  w e re  re tu rn e d .

P ra c tis e d  t ra v e l le rs  a lw a y s  go w e ll-p ro v is io n e d  a n d  sh o d , 
and  V ic to r  C h a n d le r  gave  us so m e  g e n e ro u s  s p o n s o rs h ip  
th a t c a r r ie d  p ic tu re s  o f th e  F o rth  R oad B r id g e . V irg in  T ra in s  
o ffe re d  us fre e  t ic k e ts  and  th u s  seven  in n o c e n t S co ts  
la d d ie s  and  th e ir  w e ll- s c ru b b e d  g h il l ie s  m a rc h e d  s o u th  on 
J u ly  22. A r r iv in g  a t O x fo rd  w e  fo u n d  o u r  w a y  to  a 
s le e p in g /e a t in g /s h o p p in g  c o m p le x  th a t w o u ld  have  e n t ire ly  
b lo tte d  o u t F o rg a n d en n y .

On F rid a y  m o rn in g , a t e ig h t o 'c lo c k  w e  w e re  on th e  ro a d  to  
th e  C LA  G a m e fa ir. It w a s  a b o u t s ix  m ile s  d o o r - to -d o o r ,  
a b o u t an h o u r  and  a h a lf  in  b o o ts  and  c a rry in g  a 
th u m b s t ic k .  T h re e  h o u rs  la te r  o u r  h ire d  m in ib u s  had 
q u e u e d  its  w a y  th e re , a c c o m p a n ie d  by a h u g e  f lo c k  o f fo u r -  
w h e e l d r iv e  s h o p p in g  t ro lle y s  a n d  so m e  in v e c tiv e  th a t w o u ld  
have  m a d e  a fe n ce  p o s t b lu s h .

The  boys s h o t a 50 b ird  s p o r t in g  la y o u t by w a y  o f a p ra c tic e  
fo r  th e  n e x t day. Had th e y  b een  re a l p ig e o n s  th e  fa rm e r  
w o u ld  have b een  lo o k in g  fo r  o th e r  w a ys  to  p ro te c t h is  c ro p . 
We had  f in is h e d  fo u r th  in  th e  B r it is h  s c h o o ls  in  M ay and  
w e re  w o n d e r in g  h o w  on e a r th  w e  w e re  g o in g  to  c o m p e te  
w ith  s u c h  te a m s  as R u g by o r  M il l f ie d  o r  K im b o lto n .
S a tu rd a y  w o u ld  g ive  us o u r  a n sw e r.

A lm o s t  b e fo re  th e  m e lo d ic  p u t te r in g  o f th e  f ir s t  c h ro m e -  
p la te d  e x h a u s t p ip e s  co u ld  be h e a rd  w e  w e re  on th e  ro a d . 
D e te rm in e d  n o t to  be c a u g h t in  th e  t r a f f ic  a g a in , w e  a rr iv e d

e a rly . In  th e  q u ie t o f m o rn in g  th e  s h e e r  s ize  a n d  sco p e  o f 
th e  g a m e fa ir  w a s  a b it  d a u n t in g . W o u ld  m a n y  be w a tc h in g  
th e  s c h o o ls ' "C h a m p io n  o f C h a m p io n s ''s h o o t?

We m a d e  o u r  w a y  to  a p a y -a s -y o u -g o  c o m p a c t s ta n d  and  
s h o t m u c h  b e tte r . O u r re s e rv e , A la n  G a rra tt ,  s h o t b e s t o f 
th e  lo t  b u t o u r  s e le c t io n  p ro c e d u re  had  b een  s u c h  th a t  he 
w a s  n o t to  c o u n t as p a r t  o f th e  te a m  u n le s s  th e re  w e re  an 
in ju ry  -  o r  p e rc h a n c e , a c a s u a lty . I th o u g h t c a re fu lly ;  
co n s id e re d  b u y in g  th e  boys a ro u n d  o f s o ft  d r in k s ;  re a lis e d  
I'd  n o t p a ck e d  th e  s y ru p  o f f ig s  in  th e  m e d ic a l k i t  a n d  th e n  
re tu rn e d  th e  c a re fu l ly - fo ld e d  n o te  to  m y  s p o rra n .

O nce a t th e  c o m p e tit io n  la y o u t w e  le a rn e d  th a t s o m e  o f th e  
R u g by s h o ts  had  n o t m a d e  i t  and  th a t  i t  w a s  to  be a th re e -  
c o rn e re d  a f fa ir  b e tw e e n  K im b o lto n . M il l f ie ld  and  u s . A f te r  a 
c lo s e ly - fo u g h t  e lim in a to r  w e  fo u n d  o u rs e lv e s  in  th e  f in a l 
a g a in s t M il l f ie ld .  Th e y b e a t u s  by a tw o -c la y  m a rg in . We 
co u ld  n o w  t ra v e l h o m e  h o n o u ra b ly  a n d  w e  d u ly  o ffe re d  o u r  
c o n g ra tu la t io n s  to  th e  w in n e rs  w h ils t  p lo t t in g  th e ir  d e m ise . 
It 's  an  o ld  S c o tt is h  c u s to m  a n d  o n e  o f o u r  m o re  q u a in t 
c h a ra c te r is t ic s .

O u r c h a n ce  c a m e  in  th e  S c o tt is h  S c h o o ls  C h a m p io n s h ip  in  
S e p te m b e r. It w a s  a g a in  a v e ry  c lo s e  th in g  b e tw e e n  
S tra th a l la n  and  M il l f ie ld .  The  a tm o s p h e re  w a s  te n s e  and 
th e  one  c la y  th a t s e p a ra te d  th e  tw o  te a m s  - a n d  th a t sa w  
S tra th a l la n  w in  - had  p ro b a b ly  c ra c k e d  up  in  f r ig h t .

T he  S tra th a l la n  te a m  -  B e n n o  R a w lin s o n , K e ith  B ro w n , 
M a tth e w  S m ith , A la n  G a rra tt ,  S tru a n  G o rd o n , R o ry  G ibson  
a n d  F ra s e r  R a w lin s o n  -  have  m a n y  th a n k s  to  m a k e ; to  C LA, 
V ic to r  C h a n d le r , V irg in  T ra in s  a n d  C lu n y  C la ys , la in  
M a c G re g o r and  D o u g la s  B a r r  had o ffe re d  u s  s o m e  g re a t 
c o a c h in g . B e s t th a n k s , th o u g h , go to  M il l f ie ld  fo r  b e in g  so 
s p o r t in g  as to  m a k e  th e  jo u rn e y  n o r th  fo r  th e  c o m p e tit io n  
th is  s id e  o f th e  b o rd e r.

C N C
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YET A N O TH ER  N EW  F IR ST, A N O TH ER  N EW  B E G IN N IN G ...

D iv in g  b e c o m e s  in c re a s in g ly  d if f ic u lt  to  m a n a g e  a t a 
S ch o o l, b u t lu c k i ly  th e  c lu b  is  v e ry  w e l l  re so u rc e d  a n d  th e  
p u p ils  w h o  o p t to  ta k e  it  a re  r e s i l ie n t  and  d e p e n d a b le  (th is  
is  E n g lis h  fo r  ru f ty - tu f t y l .  A  ca se  in  p o in t a re  th e  fo u r  p u p ils  
w h o  w e re  in vo lve d  in  th e  d iv in g  e x p e d it io n  to  th e  Red Sea 
ju s t  la s t  O c to be r. A s w e ll  as h a v in g  lo ts  o f fu n  (as yo u  s h a ll 
re a d  in  a m o m e n t)  it  s h o u ld  be n o te d  h o w  h a rd  th e y  w o rk e d  
and  h o w  w e ll  th e y  lo o k e d  o u t fo r  e a ch  o th e r  in  w h a t can 
s o m e tim e s  be a f ic k le  &  d a n g e ro u s  e n v iro n m e n t (and  th a t 's  
ju s t  th e  s w im m in g  p o o l). R o b e rt, F e rg ie , S am  and Tasha 
m a d e  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  fu n  fo r  th e m s e lv e s  a n d  fo r  o th e rs  
a ro u n d  th e m  and even m a n a g e d  to  su rv iv e  b e in g  h a ra n g u e d  
by th e  lo c a l H u rg h a d a  m e rc h a n ts . T h e  E d in b u rg h  A ca d e m y  
boys w h o  w e  te a m e d  up w ith  w e re  e q u a lly  im p re s s iv e  and  I 
w o u ld  lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  a n o th e r  jo in t  t r ip  w e re  w e  to  s h a re  
th e  sa m e  h a lf  te rm  h o lid a y s  a g a in .

T h e re  w a s n 't  as m u c h  p o o l a c t iv ity  as in  p a s t ye a rs , 
h o w e v e r th e re  a re  a la rg e  n u m b e r  o f th e  III F o rm  w h o  a re  
in te re s te d  in  d is c o v e r in g  th e  w o n d e rs  o f th e  u n d e rw a te r  
w o r ld  n e x t se s s io n  and  it  lo o k s  lik e  it  w i l l  be a b u sy  y e a r  fo r  
th e  s e c tio n . A s a lw a y s  in  a S c h o o l c lu b  w e  m u s t say  so m e  
fa re w e lls :  so , g o o db ye  to  'C a p ta in ' M ike  W ils o n  w h o  re t ire s  
th is  year. I k n o w  he w i l l  be sa d ly  m is s e d  by c o lle a g u e s  and  
p u p ils  a lik e . O u r d iv in g  e x p e r ie n c e s  o v e r th e  p a s t 5 y e a rs  
w o u ld  have s u ffe re d  w ith o u t  h im .

One la s t w o rd  b e fo re  you  e n jo y  T a sh a 's  u n iq u e  a c c o u n t of 
o u r  Red Sea e x p e rie n c e . A  w a rn in g :  STAY AWAY fro m  
B la c k  H e n na  -  i t  le a ve s  a n a s ty  ra sh .

EGYPT 2003

A FTER  T R A IN IN G  US UP TO BE "R U F TY  TU FTY '' DIVERS 
IN TH E  ICY D EPTH S OF O B A N , MR M CC AN N  DEC ID ED  IT 
W AS T IM E  TO TAKE A N E W  P LU N G E  -  AW AY FROM M URKY, 
S E A W E E D -IN F E S T E D  W ATERS -  A N D  TAKE US ON 
A D IV IN G  T R IP  TO TH E  RED SEA OVER TH E  OCTOBER 
H A L F -T E R M  2003.

The t r ip  re a lly  s ta r te d  th e  n ig h t b e fo re  w e  le f t ,  w h e n  w e 
w e n t to  see  F in d in g  N e m o  a t th e  c in e m a , and  as d iv e rs  fe lt  
a b it g u il ty  w h e n  he w a s  k id n a p p e d  (N e m o , th a t is . N o t Mr. 
M cC a n n !) W e le f t  fo r  th e  a ir p o r t  fa r  to o  e a r ly , and  m e t up 
w ith  th e  re s t o f o u r  g ro u p  th e re . T h e re  w e re  13 o f us 
a lto g e th e r  -  S am , R o b e r t, A le x  a n d  I, p lu s  seven  g u ys  fro m  
E d in b u rg h  A ca d e m y , M r M cC a n n  and  D r C arr.

We a rr iv e d  in  H u rg h a d a  on a h o t A ra b ia n  n ig h t, a n d  th e  n e x t 
day w e  w e re  g la d  to  be on th e  b o a t by 8 a m  a f te r  a la v is h  
b re a k fa s t, a fe a tu re  w h ic h  c o n tin u e d  th ro u g h o u t  th e  w e e k . 
T h e  b o a t to o k  us to  m a n y  a m a z in g  o f f -s h o re  s ite s  w h e re  w e  
e x p e r ie n c e d  tw o  scu b a  d ive s  a day, lo ts  o f s n o rk e ll in g ,  and 
a fa n ta s t ic  lu n c h  w ith  a s  m u c h  w a te r  and  f iz z y -p o p  as you 
co u ld  d r in k .  T he  h e a t w a s  in te n s e  and  th e  d iv e s  w e re  re a lly  
s p e c ta c u la r . The  Red Sea h a s  a lo t  to  o f fe r  and  w e  had 
so m e  c lo s e  e n c o u n te rs  w ith  e v il c lo w n  f is h , ra ys , e e ls  and  
tu r t le s .  On th is  o cc a s io n  w e  o n ly  e n c o u n te re d  th e  d o lp h in s  
w h o  s u r fe d  on o u r  b o w  w a ve s.

A f te r  s o a k in g  up th e  E g y p tia n  su n  o r  s n o rk e ll in g  on th e  
m a n y  s h a llo w  b u t s tu n n in g  re e fs , w e  w o u ld  a r r iv e  b a ck  a t 
th e  re a r  o f th e  H o te l w h e re  w e  co u ld  w a s h  o ff th e  s a lt  and  
g e t re a d y  fo r  an in te re s t in g  n ig h t o u t in  th e  l i t t le  to w n  of 
H u rg h a d a . T he  re s ta u ra n ts  w e re  v a r ie d  a n d  th e  fo o d  ta s ty  
b u t b e s t o f a l l  w e re  th e  a r ra y  o f b r ig h t ly  l i t  s h o p s  w h e re  you 
co u ld  bu y  ju s t  a b o u t a n y th in g  fo r  a w e lt -c o n te s te d  p r ic e  o r, 
if  re a lly  d e s p e ra te , a k is s  on th e  ch e e k !
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On o u r  la s t day w e  w e re  jo in e d  on th e  b o a t by an 
u n d e rw a te r  c a m e ra m a n  w h o  c a p tu re d  a d a y 's  d iv in g  
e x p e r ie n c e : f ro m  k it t in g  up, s p e c ia l b o a t se rv ic e  p re c is io n  
p e n g u in  f lo p s  o f f  th e  b a ck  o f th e  b o a t in to  th e  g re e n y -b lu e  
w a te r  Ion  one  o cc a s io n  fa n c y  d re s s  s ty le ), u n u s u a l "Z o lta n "  
h a n d  s ig n a ls  a n d  o th e r  u n d e rw a te r  a n t ic s , lu n c h t im e  
la z in e s s , and  lo ts  o f p e o p le  ju s t  h a v in g  fu n  (n o t le a s t Mr. 
M cC a n n  w h o  w a s  to ld  o ff fo r  c l im b in g  o n to  th e  to p  d e ck  
a w n in g  a n d  th ro w in g  h im s e lf  o u t in to  th e  a ir  to  be q u ic k ly  
s w a llo w e d  up by th e  sea , s e e m in g ly  n e ve r to  re -a p p e a r  
a g a in  -  y e t a g a in  o u r  h o p e s  w e re  d a sh e d  a t th e  la s t) . The 
re tu rn  jo u rn e y  b a ck  to  te r ra  f ir m a  w a s  a lw a ys  a q u ie t t im e  
as p e o p le  re f le c te d  on th e  d a y 's  e x p e r ie n c e s  -  w r i t in g  up 
th e ir  lo g  b o o ks  a n d  ta k in g  in  th e  b re a th ta k in g  s u n s e ts  
w h ic h  l i t  th e  sk y  up e v e r so  b r ie f ly  w ith  v iv id  re d s , b lu e s  and  
y e llo w s  b e fo re  s u r re n d e r in g  to  th e  t ig h t  g re y  o f e ve n in g .

S in ce  w e  w e re n 't  a llo w e d  to  d ive  on th e  la s t  f u l l  day o f th e  
h o lid a y  to  a llo w  u s  to  d e -g a s  b e fo re  g e tt in g  a irb o rn e ,  and  
n o t s a t is f ie d  w ith  a m e re  s ix  d a ys ' w o r th  o f u n d e rw a te r  
a d v e n tu re  w e  ra ce d  o ff  in to  th e  d e s e r t  (s tra n g e  fo r  a b u n ch  
o f w a te r  b a b ie s  I kn o w ) on q u a d  b ik e s  fo r  h a lf  a day. 
D e f in ite ly  a n o th e r  h ig h l ig h t  o f th e  t r ip  d e s p ite  th e  sand  
b la s ts , n e a r  c o l l is io n s  ( ju s t th e  s ta f f  a g a in ) and  s w e lte r in g  
h e a t. W e a rr iv e d  a t a 'd ry ' o a s is  w e l l  in to  th e  d e s e r t  and 
w e re  m e t by a lo c a l s o m e  20 m in u te s  la te r  w ith  th re e  o r  
fo u r  s m a ll b o t t le s  o f co k e . T h is  d id  co m e  as a b it  o f a 
s u rp r is e  b u t w e  m a n a g e d  to  g e t b a ck  to  c iv i l is a t io n  and  
l i t r e s  and  l i t r e s  o f c o o l w a te r  -  in d e s c r ib a b le  p le a s u re !

F ro m  m e tre -w id e  p iz z a -e a tin g  c o m p e t it io n s  to  b a n an a  
b o a tin g  w ith  c u n n in g  d r iv e rs , th e  w h o le  t r ip  w a s  a h uge  
s u c ce ss  th o ro u g h ly  e n jo ye d  by e ve ry o n e . We m a d e  lo ts  o f 
n e w  fr ie n d s  a n d  it  w a s  an e x p e r ie n c e  I 'm  s u re  n o n e  o f us 
w i l l  e v e r fo rg e t. E s p e c ia lly  s in c e  w e  a l l  have  DVDs o f o u r  
la s t  d a y 's  d iv in g . A t S tra th  w e  a re  n o w  h e lp in g  Mr. M cC ann  
to  t ra in  up th e  e a g e r n e w  4 th  fo rm  re c r u its  in  th e  p o o l and  
th e re  a re  a lre a d y  ru m o u rs  o f a re tu rn  t r ip  to  E gyp t in  
O c to b e r 2005. I h o p e  you  g u ys  have  as m u c h  fu n  as w e  d id .

T a sh a  S m ith  
W o o d la n d s  U p p e r  S ix th
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A PERSONAL ACCOUNT OF THE FOUNDING  
OF THE OLD STRATHALLIAN CLUB

H a rry  R ile y  w e lc o m e d  re a d e rs  to  th e  f i r s t  S tra th a l lia n  
M a g a z in e  w ith  th e  fo llo w in g  a d d re s s :

MY FRIENDS

To many of you it w ill come as a great surprise to learn that 
this is not the firs t School magazine which has been issued 
from Strathallan.

Sometime during the season 1916-17, several of the 
younger boys ran an edition which was entirety written by 
hand and which contained many really creditable 
compositions. It was obviously fo r private circulation among 
a lim ited number, fo r many of the older boys came in for 
rather humourous criticism, and the Staff, myself included, 
were by no means let off lightly.

The next attempt w a s  more ambitious: the Magazine had 
one issue and was p rin te d , the whole being carried  
through by two or three jun io r boys in the School, and there 
is no doubt that it was a most creditable production; and it 
is a great pity that it  w a s allowed to lapse.

Now, with this issue I think that we have placed the 
Magazine on a proper basis, thanks to the energies of the 
English Department; but it  must always be borne in mind 
that the boys themselves, not excluding Old Boys, w ill be 
expected to take over to an ever increasing extent the 
editing management of the "Strathallian".

May it ever flourish!

Yours sincerely,

H. R IL E Y

The e d ito rs  added  -  To those Former Pupils to whom this 
venture may come as a surprise, we send out an invitation 
for their co-operation by literary contributions, and by items 
of interest about themselves, and their activities, social 
or business, in the form of F. P. Notes, so that through this 
organ old School friends my keep in touch with one another. 
G eorge B a k e r, w h o  s u c c e s s fu lly  sa t an e n tra n ce  exa m  fo r  
B ra se n o se  C o lle g e , O xfo rd , w a s  th e  f ir s t  su ch  c o n tr ib u to r ,  
and  he and  T o m m y H a rt, a q u ite  h u m o u ro u s  w r ite r ,  becam e 
th e  f ir s t  p u p il e d ito rs  o f th e  M ag a z in e  re le a se d  in th e  S p rin g  
T e rm  1827. The  f ir s t  re fe re n ce  to  an O ld S tra th a llia n  w a s  th a t 
to  S am  D ow  w h o  had le f t  th e  p re v io u s  ye a r and had w o n  th e  
V in tn e r S c h o la rs h ip  fro m  L o n do n  U n iv e rs ity , w h ic h  invo lved 
a s tu d y  to u r  o f m a n y  E urop e a n  c itie s . R ugby m a tc h e s  had 
been p layed  a t th e  end  o f S e p te m b e r a g a in s t F o rm e r P u p ils  
and  th e  E d in b u rg h  'V a rs ity  U n ion , w o n  and lo s t re sp e c tive ly , 
as p a rt o f th e  s o c ia l c a le n d a r a g a in s t th e  S ch o o l XV ca p ta in e d  
by T o m m y H a r t.  S om e m e n tio n  w a s  m ad e  o f th e  lik e lih o o d  o f 
a s im ila r  c o m p e tit io n  fo r  th e  S ch o o l C ric k e t XI, a ls o  to  be 
ca p ta in e d  by H a rt.

The  M a g a z in e  w a s  to  have b een  re le a s e d  a t th e  end  o f th e  
w in te r  te rm  a s  th e  f ir s t  o f th re e  te rm ly  p ro d u c t io n s , b u t 
p ro b le m s  w ith  th e  f in a l e d it in g  and  p r in t in g  d e la ye d  re le a s e  
u n t i l  th e  s p r in g ,  by w h ic h  t im e  w a s  a d d e d  th e  c o n te n t o f th e  
p la n n e d  s e c o n d  M a g a z in e . So th e  a c tu a l se co nd  M ag a z in e  
w a s  p ro d u c e d  a t th e  e n d  o f th e  s u m m e r  te rm  and  
s u c c e s s fu lly  each  te rm  fro m  th e n  on to  th e  end  o f 1830; 
a to ta l o f tw e lv e  M a g a z in e s  th a t m a d e  V o lu m e  One. It w a s  
o v e r th is  p e r io d  th a t th e  O ld S tra th a l lia n  C lu b  w a s  
co n c e ive d  a n d  e s ta b lis h e d .

S tra th a lta n  S c h o o l w a s  a p r iv a te  e s ta b lis h m e n t w h ic h  
la c k e d  th e  B o a rd  o f G o v e rn o rs  th a t n e c e s s a r ily  g ra c e d  th e  
b e t te r  k n o w n  P u b lic  S c h o o ls . N o t b e in g  a P u b lic  S ch o o l, 
S tra th a l la n  w a s  u n a b le  to  co m p e te  on th e  s p o r ts  f ie ld  
a g a in s t th e  e s ta b lis h e d  e d u c a t io n a l n a m e s  in  S c o tla n d , b u t 
s t i l l  m a n a g e d  w h a t m a n y  c o n s id e re d  to  be a m o re  
c o m p e tit iv e  f ix tu re  l is t  a g a in s t o th e r  s c h o o ls  and  c lu b s . 
H a rry  R ile y  k n e w  th a t th is  s i tu a tio n  w o u ld  c h a n g e  as th e  
s c h o o l b e c a m e  m o re  s u c c e s s fu l. H is  p la n  w a s  th a t th e  
s c h o o l w o u ld  be le f t  to  th e  ca re  o f fo rm e r  p u p ils  th o u g h  
th e re  w a s  n o  o f f ic ia l g ro u p in g  o f th e  m a n y  fo rm e r  p u p ils  
w h o m  he m e t  in fo rm a lly  each  ye a r, so m e  o f w h o m  a lre a d y  
w o re  a s p e c ia l b la z e r  c re a te d  by R o w an s ; R oya l B lu e  w ith  
a t in s e l b a d g e  and  co a t o f a rm s  b u tto n s .
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E ach s u m m e r  te rm  w a s  m a rk e d  by a S p o rts ' Day, w h ic h  
had b e co m e  o n e  o f th e  a cc e p te d  t im e s  th a t m a n y  fo rm e r  
p u p ils  re tu rn e d  to  th e  sc h o o l, so  th e  o n e  h e ld  on 7 th  Ju n e  
1927 w a s  m o re  u n u s u a l fo r  tw o  re a so n s . F irs t ly ,  th e  ra in  
c o n s p ire d  to  f a l l  h e a v ily  th ro u g h o u t th e  day fo r  th e  f ir s t  
t im e  in  te n  y e a rs , c o n s id e ra b ly  d a m p e n in g  th e  s p ir its  o f 
c o m p e t ito rs  and  s p e c ta to rs  a lik e . S e co n d ly , H a rry  R ile y  m e t 
a l l  th o s e  fo rm e r  p u p ils  in  a tte n d a n c e  a t a lu n c h  w h e n  th e y  
w itn e s s e d  th e  in a u g u ra t io n  o f th e  O ld B oys ' C lu b  fo r  w h ic h  
H a rry  R ile y  a g re e d  to  a c t as te m p o ra ry  s e c re ta ry  and 
tre a s u re r .  A lla n  R o b e r ts o n , f ro m  th e  B r id g e  o f A lla n  days, 
w a s  th e  f ir s t  e ve r e n ro lle d  m e m b e r  o f th e  C lu b . R ile y  w a s  
so o n  to  be s u p p o rte d  by A. W. Ja m e s , a c lo s e  f r ie n d , w h o  
to o k  th e  ro le  o f G e n e ra l S e c re ta ry , and  J. B. M o r r is o n  w h o  
b e ca m e  T re a su re r. J a m e s  a lw a ys  a c c o m p a n ie d  H a rry  R ile y  
to  th e  v a r io u s  m e e tin g s  and  d in n e rs , a n d  w a s  e v e r re a d y  to  
g ive  an a c c o u n t o f th e  fo rm a t io n  and  d e v e lo p m e n t o f th e  
C lu b . He a lw a ys  in s is te d  th a t h is  p o s it io n  w a s  a te m p o ra ry  
a p p o in tm e n t,  even  a t th e  end  o f 1932 w h e n  he re s ig n e d  to  
a llo w  an O ld S tra th a l l ia n  to  ta k e  up  th e  p o s t.

The S tra th a llia n  M agaz ine  o f S u m m e r 1927 th a t s u m m e r 
c o n ta in e d  a m e m b e rs h ip  fo rm  to  be re tu rn e d  as q u ic k ly  
as p o ss ib le  as 'in v ita t io n s  to  th e  A n n u a l D in n e r a t 'X m as 
w i l l  be issu e d  to  m e m b e rs  only. I e xp e c t a good tu rn o u t  and 
in te n d  to  use  th e  even t to  c re a te  o ffic e  b e a re rs . I a ls o  in te n d  
to  m a ke  th e  C lub  a re a l live  one w h ic h  w il l  n o t o n ly  fa c ilita te  
p e rfo rm a n c e  o f s o c ia l fu n c tio n s , bu t one  w h ic h  w i l l  be a ve ry  
re a l h e lp  to  "O .S .'s " in  b u s in e s s  and  life  as a w h o le '.  H a rry  
R iley a ls o  in te n d e d  th e  M ag a z in e  to  a c t in  th e  in te re s ts  o f 
C lu b  w h e n  he added th a t he w il l  be p leased  to  rece ive  fro m  
''O .S .'s '' ite m s  o f p e rs o n a l in te re s t w ith  a v ie w  to  p u b lic a tio n . 
He p ro d u ce d  tw e lve  ite m s  on Old Boys h im s e lf  fo r  the  
m ag a z in e , a fe a tu re  o f th e  M agaz ine  fo r  m a n y  ye a rs , as w e ll 
as h ig h lig h t in g  Sam  D ow 's E urop e a n  p ro g re s s  as th e  V in tn e r 
S c h o la r, a su cce ss  o f w h ic h  H a rry  R iley w a s  ve ry  p roud .

It is  w ith  g re a t p le a s u re  th a t w e  w a tc h  th e  F o rm e r  P u p ils  
ra lly in g  ro u n d  th e ir  o ld  s c h o o l by jo in in g  th e  n e w ly  fo rm e d  
O ld  B oys ' C lu b , w h ic h  p ro m is e s  to  be a re a lly  liv in g  b o n d  o f 
u n io n . We u n d e rs ta n d  th a t up  to  th e  t im e  o f g o in g  to  p re ss  
106 have e n ro lle d , w h ic h , th o u g h  an  e x c e lle n t b e g in n in g , is 
a c o m p a ra t iv e ly  s m a ll p ro p o r t io n  o f e lig ib le  m e m b e rs . We 
hope  th a t m a n y  w i l l  m a k e  th e ir  N e w  Y ea r's  re s o lu t io n s , and 
w i l l  see  th a t it  is  n o t b ro k e n . T h u s, H a rry  R ile y  be g an  th e  
th ird  S tra th a l lia n  M a g a z in e , w ith  th e  a s s is ta n c e  o f th e  n e w  
e d ito rs ;  A. M. M o o d ie  and  E. W. H a rt. T h is  t im e  th e  
M a g a z in e  in c lu d e d  th e  f ir s t  a c c o u n t o f th e  a n n u a l t r ip  
a ro u n d  E u rop e  th a t H a rry  R ile y  m ad e  w ith  h is  s e n io r  
p re fe c ts ;  and  an a r t ic le  on li fe  in  B u rm a  w r i t te n  by Tom  
F e rg u so n , a fo rm e r  p u p il fro m  th e  B r id g e  o f A lla n  days .
The  la t te r  w a s  th e  f ir s t  o f m a n y  a c c o u n ts  on b u s in e s s e s  
a ro u n d  th e  w o r ld  ru n  by O ld S tra th a l lia n s ,  w h ic h  w e re  
to  e n c o m p a s s  e ve ry  c o n t in e n t.  H a rry  R ile y  p ro v id e d  an 
e xp a n d e d  "O.S." N o te s , as p a r t  o f h is  p la n  to  re c o rd  and  
a d v e rt is e  th e  s u c ce ss  o f fo rm e r  p u p ils  in  b u s in e s s , 
a c a d e m ic  a n d  s p o r t in g  li fe .  He w a s  e s p e c ia lly  p ro u d  o f 
Dan S m ith  a n d  W. S. S co tt w h o  w e re  p a r t  o f a 
re p re s e n ta t iv e  S c o tla n d  XV in  In d ia .

T he  e d ito rs  w e re  b e g in n in g  to  re c o g n is e  th e  e n o rm o u s  p a r t  
th a t th e  fo rm e r  p u p il c o n tr ib u t io n s  p la ye d  in  th e  m a g a z in e , 
and  th e  su c ce ss  th a t  th is  im p a r te d , b u t w e re  e q u a lly  a w a re  
th a t e x is t in g  s c h o o l m e m b e rs  w e re  n o t as in vo lved  as th e y  
w o u ld  have  lik e d . ''T h e  S tra th a l l ia n '' is  th e  o f f ic ia l o rg a n  o f 
th e  S c h o o l: and  th e  w h o le  S c h o o l re a d s  it  and  e n jo ys  it ;  and  
as it  re p re s e n ts  e a ch  m e m b e r  o f th e  c o m m u n ity ,  each  
m e m b e r  s h o u ld  fe e l it  h is  d u ty  a c tiv e ly  to  s u p p o r t  it  and 
have a f in g e r  in  its  p ro d u c t io n . T h o se  boys w h o  w e re  
re s p o n s ib le  fo r  th e  f ir s t  n u m b e r  re a lis e  th a t th e y  began  
s o m e th in g  o f w h ic h  th e y  m ay be p ro u d , and  a re  s t i l l  
c o n tr ib u to rs .  Is th e  S c h o o l to  s ta n d  by a n d  le t th e  n u m b e r  
o f F. P. c o n tr ib u to rs  s u rp a s s  th a t o f th e  p re s e n t p u p ils ?
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Of c o u rs e , as 1927 d re w  to  a c lo se , th e  c ro w n in g  e ve n t fo r  
H a rry  R itey w a s  th e  O ld B oys ' D in n e r. T h is  w a s  h e ld  by 
a b o u t f i f t y  fo rm e r  p u p ils  a t th e  C e n tra l S ta tio n  H o te l, 
G la sg o w , on th e  16 th  D e c e m b e r fo llo w in g  an  in fo rm a l 
m e e tin g  o f th e  C lu b  w h e n  th e  p ro p o se d  ru le s  fo r  th e  C lub  
w e re  c o n f irm e d  and  p la n s  w e re  la id  fo r  a fu tu re  m e e tin g  to  
be h e ld  a t F o rg a n d e n n y  on 19 th  F e b ru a ry ; th e  d a te  a g re e d  
fo r  th e  o f f ic ia l o p e n in g  o f th e  n e w  S im p s o n  H ouse . The  
d in n e r  w a s  h ig h lig h te d  by th e  e xch a n g e  b e tw e e n  Tom  
F e rg u so n , w h o  re m in d e d  th e  a s s e m b le d  c o m p a n y  o f th e  
s p ir it  e n c o u ra g e d  a t B r id g e  o f A lla n  by J im m y  G ow ans, 
D avid  N ic o l, A lla n  H a r le y  and  G eorge  M o llis o n . H a rry  R iley 
o b se rv e d  th a t Tom  had r ig h t ly  d iv in e d  th e  tru e  so u rc e  o f 
S tra th a l la n 's  s u c ce ss  and  th a t th e  v a r io u s  g e n e ra t io n s  o f 
S tra th a l l ia n s  had b ro a d e n e d  and  s tre n g th e n e d  th e se  
fo u n d a t io n s  u n t i l  n o w  it  co u ld  be se e n  th e  v i ta l p a r t  o f th e  
s c h o o l w a s  n e ith e r  b r ic k s  n o r  m o r ta r ,  n e ith e r  f le s h  n o r 
b lo o d  b u t s p ir it .  F u r th e r  e xc h a n g e s  b e tw e e n  G avin  M o r to n , 
re c o g n is e d  as th e  fo u n d e r  o f th e  s c h o o l ru g g e r  c lu b , and  
T o m m y H a rt, th e  la s t y e a r 's  g a m e s  c a p ta in , n e a tly  p o in te d  
o u t th a t th e re  e x is te d  in  th e  s c h o o l te a m s  a s p le n d id  e s p r i t  
de c o rp s  w h ic h  w a s  re a lly  th e  f ir s t  e s s e n t ia l o f a s u c c e s s fu l 
te a m . U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  a b u lle t in  o f th e  e ve n in g  w ith  a 
p h o to g ra p h  o f th e  a s s e m b ly , w h ic h  w e  k n o w  w a s  c irc u la te d  
d u e  to  a le t te r  re ce ive d  fro m  H a m is h  M c P h e rs o n  in  A lb e r ta , 
h a s  n o t s u rv iv e d .

H a rry  R ile y  m u s t have  b een  d e lig h te d  a t th e  s u c c e s s  o f h is  
m ove  to w a rd s  th e  fo rm a t io n  o f a s e c u re  l in k  b e tw e e n  th e  
S c h o o l and  th e  fo rm e r  p u p ils .  The  p ra c t ic a l m e c h a n is m s  
fo r  th e  im p le m e n ta t io n  o f th e  s c h e m e  w e re  w e ll 
c o n s tru c te d  and  had w ith s to o d  th e  te s ts . It is  no 
co in c id e n c e  th a t a l l  th is  o c c u rre d  a t a t im e  w h e n  th e  s c h o o l 
r o l l  b ro ke  200 fo r  th e  f ir s t  t im e , a S c h o o l so n g  had  been 
w r it te n ,  a n d  a c o n s id e ra b le  in v e s tm e n t had b een  m a d e  in 
n e w  b u ild in g s  and  s u b s ta n t ia l n e w  la w n s  fo r  c r ic k e t .  The  
th re e  H o u se s ; N ic o l, F re e la n d  and  R u th ve n , w e re  to  be 
c o m p le m e n te d  by a fo u r th  to  be n a m e d  S im p s o n  - H a rry  
R ile y 's  m o th e r 's  m a id e n  n a m e . L ik e  th e  p u b lic a t io n  o f th e  
f ir s t  m a g a z in e , th e  o p e n in g  o f th e  b u ild in g  w a s  d e la ye d  fo r  
a w h ile .  D u r in g  th is  la s t  s u m m e r , w e  have  had  a re co rd
n u m b e r  o f O ld  B oys v is i t in g  th e  s c h o o l...... th is  is  m o s t
g ra t ify in g ,  as it s h o w s  n o t o n ly  an in c re a s in g  bond  o f 
fe llo w s h ip  c o m in g  in to  b e in g , b u t th e  g ro w in g  in te re s t  o f 
S tra th a l lia n s ,  g e n e ra lly ,  in  th e  d o in g s  o f th e  S ch o o l.

S a m  D o w , t h i r d  p re s id e n t  e le c te d  in  1 9 3 4 .
H e a t te n d e d  th e  S c h o o l f r o m  1 9 2 1 -2 7  M e m b e r  
o f  th e  f i r s t  XV a n d  XI f o r  s e v e ra l y e a rs

G e o rg e  B . S m ith ,  f o u r th  p re s id e n t  e le c te d  in  1 9 3 5 . 
H e a t te n d e d  th e  S c h o o l f r o m  1 9 2 0 -2 6  M e m b e r  o f 
th e  1 s t XV a n d  XI 1 9 2 5 -2 6 ; C a p ta in  o f S c h o o l 1 9 2 5 -6 .
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H a rry  R ile y  to o k  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  save  h is  b e lo ve d  A lv is  
fro m  th e  e x ig e n c ie s  o f th e  a n n u a l E u ro p e a n  T o u r w ith  a 
c ru is e  in s te a d  a ro u n d  th e  N o rw e g ia n  F jo rd s . It is  c le a r  th a t 
th e  p re s e n c e  o f th e  S ch o o l C a p ta in  H a m is h  Kay and  th e  
M a g a z in e  e d ito rs  M oo d ie  a n d  H a rt on th e  c ru is e  w o u ld  have 
m e a n t th a t m a g a z in e  n u m b e r  th re e  w a s  d is c u s s e d  in  so m e  
c o m fo r t .  T he  fo u r th  e d it io n , e d ite d  by M r. M. N o rto n  o f th e  
E n g lis h  D e p a r tm e n t w ith  th e  a s s is ta n c e  o f W il l ie  T h o m s o n  
a n d  L e o n a rd  G a llo w a y , w a s  a m u c h  m o re  b a la n ce d  
p u b lic a t io n  w h ic h  in te l l ig e n t ly  co v e re d  S p o rts , S c o u tin g  and 
D ra m a  a t h o m e  a lo n g  w ith  to p ic s  lik e  d a iry  fa rm in g  in  N e w  
Z e a la n d , and  in c lu d e d  s e v e ra l h u m o u ro u s  a r t ic le s .  It w a s  
n o te d  th a t T o m m y H a rt, W. J. W a lk e r  and  W. H. R e id  w h o  a l l  
p la ye d  f ir s t - c la s s  S c o tt is h  c r ic k e t  o v e r th e  s u m m e r  se a son  
w e re  w o r th ily  u p h o ld in g  th e  t ra d it io n  o f S tra th a l la n  as a 
c r ic k e t in g  s c h o o l. A t th e  sa m e  t im e , G u th r ie  R e id , w h o m  
so m e  o f th e  b e s t J u d g e s  o f R u g by F o o tb a ll h a d  o p e n ly  
p re d ic te d  to  re ce ive  In te rn a t io n a l h o n o u rs  in  th e  S c o tt is h  
s id e  a t M u r ra y f ie ld ,  w a s  c o m p e lle d  by d o c to rs  to  g ive  up th e  
g a m e ; he c o n tin u e d  to  g ive  to  th e  s p o r t  as th e  o rg a n is e r  o f 
th e  O ld B oys ' m a tc h e s .

D u r in g  th e  C h r is tm a s  b re a k  a fro z e n  p ip e  had ca u sed  
d a m a g e  to  th e  c e ilin g s  o f th e  n e w  b u ild in g  and  th e  
p ro p o se d  F e b ru a ry  m e e tin g  a t F o rg a n d e n n y  o f th e  O ld 
S tra th a l l ia n  C lu b  w a s  p o s tp o n e d  a n d  h e ld  in s te a d  on 11th  
M a rc h  1828. H a rry  R ile y  w a s  a b le  to  m o u n t a t o u r  o f so m e  
o f th e  n e w  b o a rd in g  ro o m s , n o t a l l  o c c u p ie d  u n t i l  
S e p te m b e r , and  th e  n e w  d in in g  ro o m s . T h e re  w e re  s e v e ra l 
p ro p o s a ls  m a d e  a t th is ,  th e  f i r s t  fo rm a l m e e tin g  o f th e  O ld 
B oy 's  C lu b . T he  b la z e r  ca m e  in  fo r  so m e  d is c u s s io n  and 
v e ry  c o lo u r fu l s u g g e s tio n s , a lth o u g h  use  o f th e  e x is t in g  
v e rs io n  p ro d u ce d  by R o w a n s  w a s  to  c o n tin u e  fo r  th e  
p re s e n t. In v ita t io n s  w e re  to  be s e n t fo r  an  O ld  B oys ' 
C o m m e m o ra t io n  D ay on th e  la s t S a tu rd a y  in  J u n e , a n d  th e  
n e x t A n n u a l D in n e r  w o u ld  be in  G la sg o w  on 2 1 s t D e c e m b e r 
a t a co s t o f a b o u t f if te e n  s h i l l in g s  a m e m b e r.

F o u rte e n  fo rm e r  p u p ils  m e t H a rry  R ile y  a t an in fo rm a l 
d in n e r  in  L o n d o n  in  A p r i l  w ith  a v ie w  to  fo rm in g  a L o n d o n  
B ra n c h  o f th e  C lu b , a n d  G la sg o w  fo rm e r  p u p ils  a rra n g e d  a 
s p e c ia l g a m e  fo r  th e  S c h o o l on th e  la s t da y  o f A p r i l  a g a in s t 
a G la sg o w  U n iv e rs ity  XV th a t b o a s te d  fo u r  O ld  B oys  and 
a g u e s t O ld B oy f ro m  O x fo rd , a n d  w a s  lo s t o n ly  by th re e  
p o in ts  to  n in e te e n . T he  L o n d o n  re p re s e n ta t iv e s  in v ite d  
H a rry  R ile y  to  re fe re e  a g a m e  o f ru g b y  b e tw e e n  th e  f ir m s  
o f S te e l B ro th e rs  a n d  B a lfo u r  W ill ia m s o n , w h ic h  te a m s  
in vo lve d  te n  O ld  S tra th a l l ia n s .  T he  e x p e r t is e  o f th e  L o n d o n  
“ S tra th "  C lu b  ca m e  to  th e  a t te n t io n  o f L o n d o n  S c o tt is h , 
ha v in g  a v a ila b le  s o m e  o f th e  b e s t o f th e  S ch o o l f if te e n s  
a b o u t fo u r  o r  five  y e a rs  a go . A la n  P o r te r  w h o  w o rk e d  fo r  
S te e l B ro s  w a s  p la y in g  fo r  S c o tt is h  a t th e  t im e .

M an y w e re  p re s e n t, as u s u a l, a t th e  A n n u a l S p o rts  Day on 
J u n e  15th  1928. H a r ry  R ile y  had in v ite d  L a d y  G ra n t o f 
M o n y m u s k , a fo rm e r  o c c u p a n t o f F re e la n d  and  one  o f th e  
d a u g h te rs  o f th e  p re v io u s  o w n e r , C o llin g w o o d  L in d sa y  W ood, 
to  p re s e n t th e  p r iz e s . One o f th e  n e w  p r iz e s  w a s  a s i lv e r  cup  
g ive n  by M r and  M rs  D ow  fo r  th e  c h a m p io n  H o u se  a t ru g b y ; 
f i r s t  w in n e r  w a s  F re e la n d . A  se co nd  cu p  g iven  by th e  D ow s 
fo r  C r ic k e t w e n t to  N ic o l, p re s e n te d  a t th e  end  o f th e  se a son  
by H a rry  R ile y  on J u ly  10 th . O th e r d a te s  w e re  e s ta b lis h e d  on 
th e  ca le n d a r. In te re s t w a s  k in d le d  in  a g ra n d  te n n is  
to u rn a m e n t w h ic h  c u lm in a te d  in  s e m i- f in a ls  a n d  f in a ls  on 
J u ly  th e  5 th  and  6 th , and  a s w im m in g  c h a m p io n s h ip  w a s  
h e ld  on M on d a y  J u ly  9 th  in  th e  s w im m in g  p o o l o n ly  m ad e  
a v a ila b le  s o m e  fo u r  days e a r l ie r :  l i t t le  re g re t w a s  e xp re s se d  
th a t th e  a n n u a l d ip  in  th e  R iv e r E a rn  w a s  a th in g  o f th e  p a s t. 
H a rry  R ile y  o f f ic ia l ly  o p e ne d  th e  p o o l on th e  e ve n in g  o f 
F r id a y  2 6 th  O ctobe r. T h is  m e a n t th a t on th e  o cc a s io n  o f th e  
O ld  B oy 's  A n n u a l R u g by m a tc h  h e ld  on 1st D e c e m b e r th e re  
w a s  a ls o  a s w im m in g  re la y  c o m p e tit io n  b e tw e e n  th e  S ch o o l 
and  fo rm e r  p u p ils ;  v ic to ry  to  th e  la t te r  th ro u g h  th e  
fo rm id a b le  e f fo r ts  o f G e orge  S m ith , A. M oo d ie , a n d  A la n  
L a m b ie , h o t f ro m  th e  R u g by f ie ld .

THE BOSS HAD ACHIEVED HIS GOAL: 
THE ESTAB LISH M EN T OF THE PAST 
WAS COMPLETE.
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The se co nd  A n n u a l D in n e r w a s  h e ld  on F rid a y  21st 
D e c e m b e r 1828 in  G la sg o w . T he  m a jo r i ty  o f m e m b e rs  w e re  
s t i l l  in  fa v o u r  o f th e  ve n u e  b u t th e  s e le c t io n  o f a fu tu re  
ve n u e  w a s  th e  s u b je c t o f d iv e rs e  o p in io n s , so m u c h  so th a t 
a D in n e r  C o m m itte e  w a s  e s ta b lis h e d  w ith  S am  D ow  and 
G u th r ie  R eid  to  lo o k  a t th e  s itu a tio n  s e r io u s ly ,  w h ile  T o m m y 
H a rt a n d  J. B. M o r r is o n  w e re  a p p o in te d  to  a c t w ith  H a rry  
R ile y  in  d ra w in g  up ru le s  a n d  re g u la t io n s  re g a rd in g  th e  
fo rm a t io n  o f B ra n c h  C lu b s  a t h o m e  and  a b ro a d . The  
m e m b e rs h ip  had in c re a s e d  fro m  o n e  h u n d re d  and  fiv e  to  
one  h u n d re d  a n d  fo r ty  fo u r  o v e r th e  ye a r, a n d  th e re  w e re  
fo u r te e n  li fe  m e m b e rs  on th e  ro l l.  T he  C o m m itte e  
a n n o u n c e d  th a t th e y  w o u ld  lik e  v e ry  m u c h  to  have a t le a s t 
f i f t y  L ife  M e m b e rs  by th e  end  o f th is  ye a r, and  th e  p a re n ts  
o f boys w h o  a re  a b o u t to  leave  have  been  a p p ro a c h e d  w ith  a 
v ie w  to  th e ir  m a k in g  th e ir  so n s  a p re s e n t o f life  
m e m b e rs h ip . H a rry  R ile y  fe lt  th a t e x p e r ie n c e  s h o w s  th a t 
w h e re  jo in in g  th e  C lu b  is  le f t  to  th e  boy h im s e lf  he o fte n  
d e la y s  so lo n g  th a t he lo s e s  to u c h  w ith  h is  o ld  s c h o o l and 
s c h o o l f r ie n d s .

E ig h te e n  L o n d o n  S tra th a l l ia n s  led  by J a m e s  M o tio n  h e ld  
th e ir  f i r s t  a n n u a l d in n e r  a t th e  K e n ilw o r th  H o te l, 
B lo o m s b u ry , w ith  H a rry  R ile y  as th e ir  c h a irm a n . R ile y  gave 
th e  m e m b e rs  a d e ta ile d  a c c o u n t o f th e  p ro g re s s  m a d e  by 
th e  C lu b  s in ce  its  in c e p tio n , a d d in g  th a t he re g re tte d  th a t 
th e re  had  been  so m e  d if f ic u lty  in  t ra c in g  so m e  o f th e  
m e m b e rs  w h o  a re  k n o w n  to  be re s id e n t in  L o n d o n . He k n e w  
a t th is  t im e  th a t  th e re  w e re  p la n s  fo r  B ra n c h  C lu b s  a t 
D u n de e  a n d  E d in b u rg h  th ro u g h  G eorge  S m ith  a n d  J a rd in e  
S tu a r t  re s p e c tiv e ly . R ile y  had in te n d e d  to  ke e p  th e  C lu b  
to g e th e r  as o n e  b o d y b u t n o w  fo u n d  a s e r io u s  d iv e rg e n c e  
d u e  to  lo c a tio n , w h ic h  he w a s  t ry in g  to  n e g o tia te  in  th e  bes t 
w ay. In th e  end  he gave h is  a p p ro v a l to  m e m b e rs  to  lin k  
th e m s e lv e s  up w ith  th e  p a re n t body th ro u g h  th e ir  L o c a l 
B ra n c h e s . One o f th e  f ir s t  'c o l le c t iv e ' is s u e s  o f th e  n e w  
b ra n c h e s  w a s  to  d e c id e  on th e  f in a l fo rm  o f th e  Old 
S tra th a l lia n  B la z e r  -  p la in  o r  s tr ip e d ?  The  la t te r  w a s  
s e le c te d  by a m a jo r i ty  o f o n ly  th re e  vo te s , a n d  G u th r ie  R eid  
led  a 'b la z e r  c o m m it te e ' to  d e c id e  on th e  f in a l c o lo u rs

On 3 rd  F e b ru a ry  1929, th e  D in n e r C o m m itte e  m e t a t 
F o rg a n d en n y . The  s u n d ry  e xp e n se s  o f th e  D in n e r had a lw a ys  
been  m e t by H a rry  R iley, b u t th e  c o m m itte e  w a n te d  a m o re  
fo rm a l a r ra n g e m e n t a n d  w e re  a w a re  o f th e  c o s ts  to  
m e m b e rs . Th e y  d e c id e d  to  h o ld  th e  D in n e r on S a tu rd a y  1st 
D e c e m b e r w ith  th e  in te re s ts  o f O ld S tra th a l lia n s  liv in g  a t a 
d is ta n c e  fro m  G la sg o w  a t h e a rt. D. O liv e r M e lro se , 
S tra th a l la n 's  m o s t s u c c e s s fu l g o a l k ic k e r  eve r, p e rs o n a lly  
o ffe re d  s u c h  m e m b e rs  to  a r ra n g e  to  s ta y  w ith  o ld  
S tra th a l lia n s  in  G la sg o w  fo r  th e  n ig h t o f th e  D in n e r. A 
se co nd  in n o v a tio n  w a s  th e  in te n t io n  to  in v ite  a g u e s t o f 
h o n o u r  to  be p re s e n t a t th e  D in n e r and  b e a r in g  in  m in d  th a t 
he is  s u re  to  t e l l  us a good d e a l a b o u t o u rs e lv e s , w e  t ru s t  
w e  s h a ll be p ro u d  o f se e in g  o u rs e lv e s  as o th e rs  see  us.
N e w s w a s  re ce ive d  o f an im p e n d in g  d in n e r  to  be h e ld  in 
R angoon  fro m  A la n  P o r te r  w h o  s ta te d  th a t th e re  a re  m an y 
S tra th a lt ia n s  in  th is  d is t r ic t  now , and  w e  s u g g e s t th a t th e y  
s h o u ld  g e t to g e th e r  and  have a S tra th . D in n e r and  se n d  an 
a c c o u n t o f it  fo r  th e  M ag a z in e . T h e re  w a s  a ls o  a 'S tra th ' 
C o lo n y  s e t t l in g  d o w n  u n d e r  th e  w in g  o f C ly d e s d a le  C r ic k e t 
C lu b  w ith  five  O ld S tra th a l lia n s  in  re g u la r  a tte n d a n c e , one  o f 
w h o m , T o m m y H a rt, had a lre a d y  a rra n g e d  a S ch o o l ve rs u s  
G la sg o w  'V a rs ity  XV m a tc h  a t th e  end  o f th e  1928 season .

The D u n de e  S tra th a l lia n s ' D in n e r  h e ld  a t K id d 's  R e s ta u ra n t 
in  e a r ly  F e b ru a ry  w a s  a p ro ve n  su c ce ss  w ith  a g ood  tu rn o u t  
th ro u g h  th e  w o rk  o f G e orge  S m ith , th e  D u n de e  L o ca l 
S e c re ta ry . T h is  w a s  d e s p ite  th e  s e r io u s  In f lu e n z a  o u tb re a k  
th a t w re c k e d  s im ila r  p la n s  by th e  E d in b u rg h  S tra th a l lia n s :  
t h e ir  f i r s t  d in n e r  w a s  n o t to  be u n t i l  S a tu rd a y  7 th  D e c e m b e r 
a t th e  N o r th  B r it is h  H o te l. H a rry  R ile y  a tte n d e d  in D u ndee  
y e t a g a in  as th e  h o n o u re d  c h a irm a n  a n d  w a s  a cc o m p a n ie d  
by Mr. M. N o rto n , th e  e d ito r  o f th e  S tra th a l lia n .  T h e re  w e re  
a ls o  a la rg e  n u m b e r  o f u n o ff ic ia l d in n e rs  d u e  to  th e  'c o m in g  
o f a g e ' o f s e v e ra l C lu b  m e m b e rs  th ro u g h o u t th e  ye a r, th e  
la rg e s t g a th e r in g  o f w h ic h  w a s  fo r  S am  D ow  a n d  re q u ire d  a 
s u b s ta n t ia l G la sg o w  b a llro o m .

8 2  | S T R A T H A L L I A N S



S T R A T H A L L I A N  2 0 0 3 - 0 4

T he  f ir s t  C o m m e m o ra t io n  Day fe lt  on S a tu rd a y  2 9 th  J u n e  
1929 as p la n n e d  b u t th e  d a te  o f S p o rts ' Day w a s  c h a n g e d  to  
b e co m e  th e  day b e fo re . T h is  ye a r, no in v ita t io n s  w e re  s e n t 
as th e y  k n o w  th a t th e y  w i l l  be h e a r t ily  w e lc o m e d  and  th e  
m o re  o f th e m  th e re  a re  p re s e n t on th e s e  o c c a s io n s  th e  
m o re  p le a se d  w e  s h a l l be. A s  m ig h t have b een  e xp e c te d , 
fe w e r  fo rm e r  p u p ils  th a n  u s u a l a tte n d e d  S p o rts ' Day fo r  
w h ic h  th e  p r iz e  g iv e r  w a s  M rs  M u r ra y  o f T a ym o u n t, th e  
s is te r  o f th e  p re v io u s  y e a r 's  g u e s t. C o m m e m o ra t io n  Day 
be g an  w ith  a c h a p e l s e rv ic e  a t th re e  o 'c lo c k  in  th e  a fte rn o o n  
fo r  a b o u t th ir t y  m e m b e rs  a n d  th e  S e n io r  S c h o o l; a n o th e r  
tw e n ty  fo rm e r  p u p ils  a rr iv e d  la te r. H a rry  R ile y  s p e c if ic a lly  
s e le c te d  th e  h y m n s  "F ig h t th e  Good F ig h t" ,  and  "W e Love 
th e  P la ce "  and  gave one  o f h is  e xp e c te d  a d d re sse s , 
e m p h a s is in g  th e  id e a ls  o f th e  s c h o o l a n d  th e  g re a tn e s s  o f 
its  s p ir it .  On su ch  a day w ith  p re s e n t u p h o ld e rs  o f th a t s p ir it  
m in g lin g  w ith  th o s e  o f th e  p a s t, a l l  m ig h t b e n e fit ;  
p a r t ic u la r ly  th o s e  w h o  had le ft,  a n d  in  th e  w h ir l  o f b u s in e s s  
lo s t so m e  o f th a t  id e a lis m , a re  a ffo rd e d  an o p p o r tu n ity  o f 
re c a p tu r in g  th e ir  s c h o o lb o y  fe rv o u r  a n d  p u b lic  s p ir ite d n e s s  
and  can  go b a ck  to  th e ir  w o rk  w ith  a n e w  fa ith  and  a 
re n e w e d  s tre n g th . The  se rv ic e  w a s  fo llo w e d  by th e  a n n u a l 
tw e lv e -a -s id e  c r ic k e t  m a tc h  b e tw e e n  th e  S ch o o l and  th e  O ld 
B oys ; th e  la t te r  f ie ld in g  n in e  f ir s t  te a m  b la z e rs . T h is  
s tre n g th  p ro ve d  n o t to  be e n o u g h  w h e n  th e  S ch o o l, p ro b a b ly  
in v ig o ra te d  by th e  c lo s e  c o n te s t w ith  H. B. R o w a n 's  XI o n ly  
th e  p re v io u s  W e d n e sd a y, ca m e  o u t v ic to rs  as th e y  passed  
th e  O ld B oys to ta l w ith  131 fo r  e ig h t w ic k e ts .  In  th e  e ve n in g  
w a s  h e ld  th e  se co nd  e v e r S w im m in g  R e la y  Race.

The m a g a z in e  w a s  to  lo s e  T h o m s o n  and  G a llo w a y  a f te r  tw o  
y e a rs  s e rv ic e  as e d ito rs ;  b o th  h e a d in g  fo r  S c o tt is h  
U n iv e rs it ie s  lik e  m a n y  o f th e ir  fe llo w s . Th e y w e re  re p la c e d  
by D. W a lk e r  a n d  J. T. J o h n s to n , a t r ic k y  s c ru m -h a l f  and 
good  o p e n in g  b a t. T he  u n d o u b te d  s u c ce ss  o f S tra th a t l ia n s  
a t m a n y  U n iv e rs it ie s  m a d e  th e  a n n u a l re u n io n s  d o u b ly  
im p o r ta n t .  O ld  S tra th a l l ia n  D in n e rs  w e re  to  be h e ld  n o w  in 
G la sg o w , D u n de e , E d in b u rg h  and  L o n d o n ; th is  la s t to  
c o in c id e  w ith  th e  E n g la n d  -  S c o tla n d  In te rn a t io n a l a t 
T w ic k e n h a m  and e x p e c tin g  a la rg e  S tra th a l lia n  a tte n d a n c e . 
F o re m o s t a m o n g s t th e  re p re s e n ta t iv e  h o n o u rs  w a s  T o m m y 
H a r t w h o  s e c u re d  S tra th a l la n 's  f i r s t  In te rn a t io n a l cap  a t 
M u r ra y f ie ld ,  w ith  th e  s u p p o r t  o f th e  1st, 2nd  and  3 rd  S ch o o l 
XVs a n d  a v e ry  la rg e  c o n t in g e n t o f O ld  B oys. Dan S m ith  had 
b een  s e le c te d  so m e  th re e  y e a rs  e a r l ie r  b u t had  been 
u n a b le  to  ta k e  h is  p a r t ,  a n d  th e  n e x t w o u ld  be Tubby 
R itc h ie , on th e  b e n ch  fo r  th e  F re n ch  g a m e  in  1830 b u t 
p la ye d  a g a in s t E n g la n d  th e  fo llo w in g  se a s o n ; and  R onn ie  
D u n n , a t r ia l is t  in  1931. S uch  w a s  th e  w e a lth  o f e x p e r t is e  
a m o n g s t th e  O ld  B oys  th a t G u th r ie  R eid  b e ca m e  c o n v e n o r 
o f a n e w  c o m m itte e  w ith  R o b e rt B a r r  fo rm e d  to  ta k e  c h a rg e  
o f fu tu re  O ld  B oys m a tc h e s  a g a in s t th e  S c h o o l.

The  th ird  A n n u a l D in n e r  w a s  h e ld  as p la n n e d  on 21st 
D e c e m b e r 1929 a t th e  G ro s ve n o r R e s ta u ra n t a n d  a la rg e  
g a th e r in g  fro m  th e  n o w  179 m e m b e rs , in c lu d in g  
re p re s e n ta t iv e s  fro m  e a ch  L o c a l B ra n c h , w a s  p re s e n t to  
h e a r an a d d re s s  f ro m  th e  g u e s t L ie u te n a n t C o lo n e l A. D. 
M a c ln n e s  S ha w , D. S. 0 . If y o u r  s c h o o l can  c o m b in e  
e d u c a tio n , and  f i r s t  c la s s  c o m m e rc ia l e d u c a tio n  a t th a t,  
w ith  th e  e s p r i t  de c o rp s  I see  to n ig h t,  y o u r  s c h o o l is  se co nd  
to  n o n e . B u t th e re  is  even  m o re  th a n  th a t;  one  m a k e s  a t 
s c h o o l f r ie n d s ,  and  th e s e  f r ie n d s h ip s  a re  g re a te r  th a n  any 
o th e r  f r ie n d s h ip  th a t w e  can  fo rm  th ro u g h o u t  li fe .  H a rry  
R ile y  c o u ld  n o t have w is h e d  fo r  a m o re  c o m p lim e n ta ry  
e n d o rs e m e n t o f th e  c o u rs e  o f a c tio n  th a t he had  s ta r te d  
ju s t  tw o  y e a rs  p re v io u s ly  th ro u g h  th e  M a g a z in e . F u r th e r  
sp e e c h e s  th a t  n ig h t s h o w e d  th e  a ffe c t io n  fe lt  fo r  h im  by th e  
O ld  B oys. J a m e s  D ow  e m p h a s is e d  w ith  m o re  th a n  a l i t t le  
s e lf -d e p re c a t io n  th e  s c h e m e s  a n d  e n o rm o u s  e x p e n d itu re  
on th e  S c h o o l w h ic h  w o u ld  n o t, I a m  s u re , have  been 
a u th o r is e d  by an y  B o a rd  o f G o v e rn o rs . O ne s to ry  to ld  o f 
H a rry  R ile y  w a s  o f th e  t im e  he m e t a U. S. S e n a to r  a n d  h is  
w ife  on a t ra in  jo u rn e y  on th e  R iv ie ra . T he  A m e ric a n , a 
g re a t t ra v e l le r ,  sp o k e  o f p la c e s  a l l  o v e r th e  w o r ld ,  to  w h ic h  
R ile y  re p lie d  a lm o s t  e ve ry  t im e :  "O h , yes , o n e  o f m y  boys is  
th e re ! "  T h e  A m e r ic a n 's  w ife  tu rn e d  e v e n tu a lly  to  R ile y  and  
sa id  in  a m y s t if ie d  vo ice , "S a y ! Y ou 've  g o t a boy in  S h a n g h a i, 
a n o th e r  in  C h ile , s e v e ra l in  A m e ric a  a n d  m a n y  in  L o n d o n . 
Gee! You m u s t have  an e n o rm o u s  fa m ily ."  H a rry  R ile y 's  
p ro te s ta t io n s  th a t  he w a s  b u t a b a c h e lo r  o n ly  se rv e d  to  
c o m p lic a te  m a t te rs  fu r th e r .

THE BOSS HAD ACHIEVED HIS GOAL: 
THE BRIDGE BETW EEN PAST AND  
P RESENT WAS COMPLETE.

He co n fid e d  to  th e  a s s e m b le d  c o m p a n y  ju s t  h o w  m u c h  w o rk  
he had d o n e  u n n o t ic e d  on th e ir  b e h a lf. We a re  n o w  in  c lo se  
to u c h  w ith  b u s in e s s  c o n c e rn s  a l l  o v e r B r ita in  w h o  a re  ve ry  
a n x io u s  to  ta ke  o u r  boys w h o  e a rn  th e  sc h o o l's  
re c o m m e n d a tio n  a n d  t ra in  th e m  e v e n tu a lly  fo r  e xe c u tive  
p o s ts . N o w  th is  p a r t  o f s c h o o l li fe  ta k e s  up  a lo t  o f m y  t im e , 
s in c e  I v is it  n o t o n ly  th e  boys in  th e s e  f ir m s ,  b u t a ls o  th e ir  
d ir e c to rs  w h o  ke e p  m e  p o s te d  n o t o n ly  w ith  th e  p ro g re s s  
th a t th e  boys a re  m a k in g , b u t w ith  th e ir  o w n  e xa c t 
re q u ire m e n ts .  T h e re  is  a t re m e n d o u s  a d va n ta g e  in  th is  to  
th e  boys , to  th e  S c h o o l, to  b u s in e s s  a n d  th e  c o u n try . He 
ad d ed  s ig n if ic a n t ly ,  in  e x p la n a tio n  o f th e  b o n d  he c o n tin u e d  
to  fo rm  w ith  h is  s e n io r  boys , I have  d ra w n  m y  p re fe c ts  
m u c h  c lo s e r  to  m e  th a n  e v e r th e y  w e re  in  th e  h is to ry  o f th e  
s c h o o l -  a n d  I have  d o n e  th is  on th e  a d v ice  o f s o m e  o f you 
h e re  to n ig h t.  W e had  th e  f ir s t  o f a s e r ie s  o f p re fe c ts ' 
d in n e rs  th is  la s t  te rm , w h e re  a f te r  th e  u s u a l fo rm a l to a s ts , 
w e  had  q u ite  a u s e fu l e xc h a n g e  o f v ie w s , a n d  I w a s  
d e lig h te d  to  f in d  th a t th e y  w e re  a b le  n o t o n ly  to  m a k e  u s e fu l 
an d  c o n s tru c t iv e  s u g g e s tio n s , b u t th e y  s h o w e d  an  in c re a s e d  
k e e n n e s s  to  do a n y th in g  in  t h e ir  p o w e r to  fu r th e r  th e  
in te re s ts  o f th e  S ch o o l.
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J o h n  B M a it la n d  C o w a n , f i r s t  p e rm a n e n t  S e c re ta ry  a n d  T r e a s u r e r  o f th e  O ld  S t r a th a l l ia n  
C lu b , e le c te d  in  D e c e m b e r  1 9 3 3 . H e a t te n d e d  th e  S c h o o l f r o m  1 9 2 2 -2 5 ; o n e  o f th e  f i r s t  
f o r m e r  p u p i ls  to  a t te n d  G la s g o w  U n iv e r s i ty  a n d  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t  s u c c e s s fu l la w y e r s  e v e r  
f r o m  th e  s c h o o l.  H a r r y  R ile y  c a m e  to  re ly  on  h is  f r ie n d s h ip  a n d  a d v ic e , a n d  h e  c o n t in u e d  
to  s e rv e  th e  s c h o o l f o r  m a n y  y e a rs  fo l lo w in g  H .R . 's  d e a th .

T he  c o n ta c ts  th a t H a rry  R ile y  had m ad e  o v e r th e  y e a rs , and 
th e  n u m b e rs  o f fo rm e r  p u p ils  in  s u c c e s s fu l b u s in e s s e s  as a 
re s u lt ,  n o w  led  to  an e x tra o rd in a ry  ru g b y  g a m e  h e ld  a t 
F o rg a n d e n n y  on M a rch  12 th  1930. The  p re v io u s  D e ce m b e r, 
th e  O ld  B oys R ugby XV had m an a g e d  th e ir  f i r s t  v ic to ry  
a g a in s t th e  s c h o o l fo r  so m e  y e a rs , due  to  th e  p re p a ra t io n  o f 
G u th r ie  R eid  a n d  R o b e r t B a rr. N o w , n in e  S tra th a l lia n s ,  o f 
w h o m  a l l  w o rk e d  fo r  th e  In d ia  Tyre  and  R u b b e r C o m p a n y  o f 
In c h in n a n , b ro u g h t s e v e ra l o f t h e ir  c o lle a g u e s  fo r  a ru g b y  
g a m e  a g a in s t th e  S ch o o l. T he  S ch o o l, h o w e v e r, re v e r te d  to  
typ e  as on m a n y  o f th e s e  o cc a s io n s , an d , c a p ta in e d  by 
T. F. F. D o c h e rty , m a d e  up  fo r  th e  e a r l ie r  la p s e  by s o u n d ly  
b e a tin g  th e ir  c h a lle n g e rs  In d ia  o f In c h in n a n . R evenge w a s  
a ch ie ve d  by th e  la t te r  a ye a r la te r  a g a in s t an u n b e a te n  
S ch o o l XV c a p ta in e d  by G eorge  M o n c u r, sa id  to  be th e  m o s t 
e lu s iv e  a tta c k in g  c e n tre  a n d  d e fe n s iv e  ta c k ie r  ever.

A. M. M e lv ille , th e  P re s id e n t o f th e  In d ia  Tyre  a n d  R u b b e r 
C o m p a n y  w a s , h o w e v e r, m o re  p a r t ia l to  c r ic k e t ,  and  w a s  
p re s e n t w h e n  an In d ia  o f In c h in n a n  XI p la ye d  th e  S c h o o l XI 
on 2 4 th  May. In d ia  lo s t fo r  th e  re m o v a l o f o n ly  th re e  
S tra th a l la n  w ic k e ts  and  th e  d e m a n d s  on th e  S ch o o l o f 
so m e  fo u r te e n  ru n s  in  th e  la s t o v e r to  w in . H o w e v e r he w a s  
a ls o  th e  g u e s t o f h o n o u r  a t S p o rts  Day on M ay 2 8 th  w h e n  
he o f f ic ia l ly  o p e ne d  th e  n e w  C r ic k e t P a v ilio n . In f ro n t  o f a 
la rg e  co m p a n y  o f O ld S tra th a l l ia n s  and  p a re n ts , he pa id  
t r ib u te  to  Mr. R ile y 's  w o rk  and  to  th e  typ e  o f boy th e  S c h o o l 
w a s  s e n d in g  o u t in to  th e  w o r ld .  He a ls o  m a d e  a p e rs o n a l 
p re s e n ta t io n  o f th e  M e lv ille  C up to  be a w a rd e d  each  y e a r  to  
th e  w in n in g  h o u se  a t C r ic k e t;  th e  f i r s t  b e in g  F re e la n d  in 
1930. T h is  w a s  th e  la s t y e a r w h e n  O ld B oys v e rs u s  S ch o o l 
e ve n ts  w o u ld  be h e ld  on S p o rts ' Day. H e n c e fo rth , th e y  - 
ru n n in g  a n d  tu g -o f -w a r  -w o u ld  be h e ld  on C o m m e m o ra t io n  
D ay w ith  th e  c r ic k e t ,  s w im m in g  re la y s  and  w a te r  p o lo . A 
te n n is  m a tc h  w a s  in tro d u c e d  th e  fo llo w in g  ye a r, and  g o lf  on 
th e  G le n fa rg  c o u rs e  a y e a r la te r.

P ro fe s s o r J. S te g g a ll o f S t. A n d re w s  p re s e n te d  th e  S p o rts ' 
Day P riz e s . P ro fe s s o r S te g g a ll w a s  an o ld  fr ie n d  o f H a rry  
R iley, a n d  a re p re s e n ta t iv e  o f th e  a c a d e m ic  c o n ta c ts  th a t 
H a rry  R ile y  had m a d e  and  m a in ta in e d  o v e r th e  ye a rs .
The  tw o  m e n  had f ir s t  m e t w h e n  P ro fe s s o r S te g g a ll 
a d m in is te re d  th e  f ir s t  e x a m in a t io n s  a t B r id g e  o f A lla n . He 
had p e r fo rm e d  th is  fu n c t io n  fo r  H a rry  R ile y  e v e r s in ce , and 
had o ve rs e e n  th e  g ro w in g  n u m b e r  o f U n iv e rs ity  s c h o la rs h ip  
e x a m in a tio n s . H a rry  R ile y  w a s  n e v e r to  fo rg e t th e  
c o n tr ib u t io n s  a n d  s u p p o r t  m a d e  in  th is  a re a  an d , a lth o u g h  
f i r m ly  d e p e n d e n t on h is  O ld S tra th a l lia n s ,  la te r  in s is te d  on 
a w id e  a c a d e m ic  re p re s e n ta t io n  in  any fu tu re  B o a rd  o f 
G o v e rn o rs . P ro fe s s o r S te g g a ll w a s  a ls o  th e  g u e s t o f h o n o u r  
a t th e  D u n d e e  L o c a l B ra n c h  D in n e r  h e ld  on 6 th  D e ce m be r. 
In p ro p o s in g  th e  to a s t o f 'T h e  S ch o o l', th e  p ro fe s s o r  a g re e d  
to  w h a t e x te n t th e  S c h o o l o c c u p ie d  a w a rm  c o rn e r  o f h is  
h e a rt, a n d  e m p h a s is e d  h o w  m u c h  th e  S c h o o l o w ed  its  
p o s it io n  a n d  su c ce ss  to  th e  d r iv in g  fo rc e  o f Mr. R iley , w h o se  
n a m e  he co u p le d  w ith  th e  Toast as b e in g  in s e p a ra b le . R ile y  
re p lie d  th a t w ith o u t  th e  s p ir i t  s h o w n  by th e  O ld B oys d u r in g  
th e ir  sc h o o ld a y s , I w o u ld  n e v e r have  d a re d  to  p u t in to  
p ra c t ic e  th e  a s p ira t io n s  w h ic h  a re  m y  sh a re  in th e  S ch o o l's  
g ro w th .

H a rry  R iley  w a s  v e ry  h a p p y  w ith  th e  h u g e  tu rn o u t  on 
S a tu rd a y  2 8 th  Ju n e  fo r  th e  se c o n d  C o m m e m o ra t io n  Day, 
w ith  a t le a s t d o u b le d  n u m b e rs  o f C lu b  M e m b e rs  in 
a tte n d a n c e , a lth o u g h  he d id  w o n d e r  w h e re  th e  n e x t se rv ic e  
w o u ld  be h e ld  if  n u m b e rs  c o n tin u e d  to  in c re a s e  a t th e  
p re s e n t ra te . He th e n  s u m m a r is e d  h is  p o s it io n  fo r  th e  Old 
S tra th a l l ia n  C lu b  a t th e  A n n u a l D in n e r on th e  e ve n in g  o f 
S a tu rd a y  2 0 th  D e c e m b e r 1830, e x a c tly  fo u r  y e a rs  a f te r  he 
had p u b lis h e d  th a t f i r s t  a d d re s s  in  th e  S tra th a l lia n  
M ag a z in e .

W hen  I s p e a k  o f th e  S ch o o l I m e a n  th e  w h o le  c o rp o ra te  
body, n o t o n ly  a t F o rg a n d e n n y , b u t in  a la rg e r  and  g re a te r
d e g re e  in th e  o u te r  w o r ld .............A t S ch o o l, th o s e  o f you w h o
have pa id  us a v is it  w ith in  th e  la s t th re e  m o n th s  ca n n o t b u t 
re a lis e  th e  ve ry  g re a t im p ro v e m e n ts  th a t have been m ade 
s in ce  w e  la s t m e t h e re .

N . G u th r ie  R e id , s e c o n d  p r e s id e n t  e le c te d  in  D e c e m b e r  193 3  H e a t te n d e d  th e  s c h o o l f r o m  
1 9 2 3 -2 6 ; m e m b e r  o f 1 s t XV 1 9 2 4 -2 6  a n d  w a s  C a p ta in  1 s t XI 1926  th a t  d e fe a te d  th e  fa m o u s  
H. B . R o w a n s  X I. H e  w a s  a d v is e d  to  g iv e  u p  R u g b y  w h ile  f u l l - b a c k  a t G la s g o w  A c a d e m ic a ls  
a n d  h is  u n d e r s tu d y  w a s  s e le c te d  to  p la y  fo r  S c o t la n d
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In s p o r t ,  th e  S tra th a lt ia n  re c o rd s  s p e a k  fo r  th e m s e lv e s , and  
th e y  have  s p o k e n  so lo u d ly  th a t  th e y  have  a w a ke n e d  th a t 
s o m n o le n t body, th e  E xe cu tive  o f th e  S c o tt is h  R ugby U n io n , 
to  a re a lis a t io n  th a t w e  a re  to  g e t o u r  f u l l  q u o ta  o f 
in te rn a t io n a l t ic k e ts  a year.

A t th e  U n iv e rs it ie s , w e  a re  g a in in g  h o n o u rs  d e g re e s . T h e re  
a re  so m e  p re s e n t h e re  to n ig h t  w h o  have b een  g u il ty  o f th e  
o ld  S c o tt is h  o ffe n c e  o f ra id in g  a c ro s s  th e  b o rd e r, a n d  th e  
't r a d it io n a l e n e m y ' is  b e in g  re lie v e d  o f s e v e ra l h u n d re d  
p o u n d s  p e r a n n u m , w o n  in th e  fa ce  o f th e  k e e n e s t 
c o m p e tit io n  in  th e  w o r ld .

In b u s in e s s  li fe ,  g re a t in te rn a t io n a l c o m p a n ie s , s u c h  as 
S h e ll O il, R and M in e s , H u d so n  Bay, have  S tra th a l l ia n s  on 
th e ir  s ta f f  a n d  th e y  in v ite  in v ita t io n s  fro m  o th e rs .

In  th e  C iv il S e rv ice , th e  S e c re ta ry  o f S ta te  fo r  th e  C o lo n ie s  
ha s  n o w  in c lu d e d  u s  in  th e  l is t  o f p u b lic  s c h o o ls  to  be 
s o lic ite d  fro m  e n tra n ts  to  th e  h ig h e r  b ra n c h e s , and  I m a y  
say th a t w e  have  a t le a s t te n  o r  tw e lv e  boys w h o  a re  s e rv in g  
in  re s p o n s ib le  p o s it io n s  in  o u r  C ro w n  C o lo n ie s . I t e l l  you  it  
is  a v e ry  s ig n if ic a n t  s ig n  o f th e  t im e s  th a t  O ld B oys' 
o rg a n is a t io n s  o f S c o tt is h  p u b lic  s c h o o ls  have  q u ite  re c e n tly  
in v ite d  u s  to  c o -o p e ra te  w ith  th e m  in  th e  fo rm a t io n  o f a 
J o in t C lu b  in  th o s e  p a r ts  o f th e  w o r ld  w h e re  in d iv id u a l 
c lu b s  a re  im p ra c t ic a b le .

T h u s , G e n tle m e n , a t la s t w e  a re  g a in in g  th a t re c o g n it io n  fo r  
w h ic h  w e  have lo n g  s tr iv e n , a n d  I b e lie ve  th e  fu tu re  h o ld s  in 
s to re  fo r  us even g re a te r  th in g s  a n d  I a p p e a l to  you  to  s ta n d  
'fo u r  s q u a re ' by y o u r  fe llo w s  so th a t w e  m ig h t  s h o w  a 
u n ite d  f ro n t,  and  to  f ig h t y o u r  o w n  b a tt le  in  li fe  in  th e  w a y  in 
w h ic h  I have se e n  you  f ig h t  on th e  p la y in g  f ie ld s  a t 
S tra th a lta n .

THE BOSS HAD ACHIEVED HIS GOAL: 
THE PAST AND PRESENT W ERE LINKED  
IRREVOCABLY W IT H  THE FUTURE.

G R M R

D. O liv e r  M e lro s e ,  f i r s t  p re s id e n t  e le c te d  in  
D e c e m b e r  1 9 3 2  in  p la c e  o f H a r r y  R ile y . H e 
a t te n d e d  th e  s c h o o l f r o m  1 9 2 0 -2 4 , a n d  w a s  a 
m e m b e r  o f th e  R u g b y  1 s t VX 1 9 2 2 -2 4 ; C r ic k e t  1 s t 
XI 1924 , a n d  C a p ta in  o f  N ic o l H o u s e  1924. H a r r y  
R ile y 's  c lo s e  f r ie n d  A . W . J a m e s  re s ig n e d  a ls o  in  
1 9 3 2  a f t e r  f iv e  y e a rs  a s  G e n e ra l S e c re ta r y  to  be 
re p la c e d  b y  S te p h e n  B ra n d

C r ic k e t  1 s t XV 1930
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T h is  h a s  b een  a b u sy  and  s u c c e s s fu l y e a r  fo r  th e  RM and  
A rm y  s id e  o f th e  CCF w ith  a n u m b e r  o f h ig h l ig h ts  as w e ll as 
s o m e  n e w  d e v e lo p m e n ts  w h ic h  a re  l ik e ly  to  have  an im p a c t 
on th e  fu tu re  o f th e  o rg a n is a t io n  h e re  a t S tra th a lla n .

B u ild in g  on th e  su cce ss  o f th e  R e c ru its ' S ec tio n  la s t ye a r, w e 
ex te n d e d  th e  p ro g ra m m e  so th a t a l l  27 4 th  F o rm e rs  have 
sp e n t th e  e n tire  ye a r in  th e  S ec tio n  ra th e r  th a n  sp e c ia lis in g  
e a r ly  -  th is  has a llo w e d  us to  ge t th ro u g h  th e  b a s ic  tra in in g  
w ith o u t th e  d is tra c t io n  o f w o n d e r in g  w h o  w a n te d  to  jo in  th e  
RM Troop . A s th in g s  have panned  o u t, n u m b e rs  a re  a lm o s t 
e xa c tly  even b e tw e e n  th e  ta k e -u p  fo r  th e  A rm y  and  RM at 
p re se n t. The R e c ru its  have been an e x c e lle n t and re lia b le  
g ro u p  on th e  w h o le , and 'th o u g h  so m e  have s tru g g le d  to  cope  
w ith  th e  d e m a n d s  o f re m e m b e rin g  th e ir  u n ifo rm  o r  le a rn in g  
D r ill ,  m o s t have o ve rco m e  th e se  h u rd le s  and  a l l  sh o u ld  be 
a b le  to  c o n firm  th a t th e  m o re  e ffo r t  you p u t in , th e  m o re  
e n jo y m e n t you d e rive .

O ut in  th e  f ie ld  w e  have ru n  th e  u s u a l t ra in in g  d a ys  -  
O c to b e r F ie ld  Day w a s  a t B a r ry  B ud d o n  and  c o n s is te d  o f a 
In e w ) ta c t ic a l e x e rc is e , E x e rc ise  M a g n u m  (i say "n e w "  in  
case  a n yo n e  th in k s  th a t  th e  sa m e  s c e n a r io s  a re  tro t te d  o u t 
y e a r a f te r  y e a r -  fo r  s h a m e !) . T he  R e c ru its  a ls o  had  th e ir  
o w n  e x e rc is e  in M ay ra th e r  th a n  M a rch , d u e  to  
c o m m itm e n ts  to  re h e a rs a ls  fo r  "L e s  M is e ra b le s ''.  T he  o n ly  
p ro b le m  w ith  n ig h t e xe rc is e s  in M ay, is  th a t th e re  is  
p re c io u s  l i t t le  d a rk n e s s  -  F irs t  L ig h t w a s  o f f ic ia l ly  a t 7a m , 
b u t m o s t o f th e  ca d e ts  w e re  up and  a b o u t ra th e r  e a r lie r . 
R u m o u r h a s  it  th a t  th e  T h o rn b a n k  g ir ts  d id  m a n a g e  to  a p p ly  
t h e ir  m a k e u p  a f te r  a n ig h t in  th e  f ie ld .

W e d n e sd a y  a fte rn o o n s  have  b een  a ta d  d if f ic u lt  to  s ta ff,  
w ith  th e  5 th  F o rm  p ro g ra m m e  lo s in g  o u t on o c c a s io n s  to  
a llo w  re s o u rc e s  to  be c h a n n e lle d  to w a rd s  th e  R e c ru its .  I 
h ope  th a t  f ro m  n e x t S e p te m b e r  th e  c o u rs e  (APC A dva n ce d ) 
w h ic h  fo rm s  th e  b a c k b o n e  o f th is  se co nd  c o m p u ls o ry  ye a r 
o f CCF s e rv ic e , w i l l  be m o re  in te re s t in g  and  b e t te r  
c o o rd in a te d  -  p la n s  a re  a fo o t to  m a k e  it  so . An 
a c c o m m o d a tin g  lo t, th e  5 th  F o rm  have w o rk e d  h a rd  and  
c le a r ly  ta k e  a p r id e  in  w h a t th e y  a re  d o in g . They s h o u ld  be 
a b le  to  p u t to g e th e r  a v e ry  re a s o n a b le  te a m  fo r  n e x t te rm 's  
HCTC, a n d  have  im p re s s e d  th e  T ra in in g  Team .

The  y e a r  h a s  had  so m e  in d is p u ta b le  h ig h l ig h ts :  T he  R oya l 
M a r in e s  V is ib il ity  Team  v is ite d  us in  F e b ru a ry  to  te a ch  
c a m o u fla g e  and  c o n c e a lm e n t and  e n jo ye d  th e m s e lv e s  so 
m u c h  th a t th e y  a ske d  if  th e y  co u ld  re tu rn  th e  fo llo w in g  
w e e k . On th e  5 th  M ay w e  w e re  v is ite d  by C apt. P ic k e r in g  o f 
th e  A rm y  A ir  C o rp s , w h o  gave tw e n ty - fo u r  ca d e ts  a f l ig h t  in  
h is  h e lic o p te r  - g ood  p u b lic ity  fo r  th e  CCF - a n d  a lm o s t  le f t  
p a r t  o f th e  a ir c ra f t  w ith  us as a so u v e n ir. He d id  say he w i l l  
be b a ck  b e fo re  th e  end  o f th e  year.

The  s e n io r  p a r t  o f th e  A rm y  S ec tio n , in  th e  fo rm  o f RSM C h ris  
W atson  and  CSM Ja ke  S tre a tfe ild -J a m e s , has p rov ided  th e  
le a d e rs h ip  fo r  th e  C o n tin g e n t, a ro le  m o re  o fte n  fa ll in g  to  th e  
RM Troop . W h a t has been p a r t ic u la r ly  p le a s in g , is  th e  w a y  in 
w h ic h  th e  5 th  F o rm  and  L o w e r 6 th  ca d e ts  have co m b in e d  
th e ir  ow n  tra in in g  (m a p  re a d in g , f ie ld c ra ft ,  p re p a ra tio n  fo r  
ne x t te rm 's  HCTC) w ith  pass ing  on th e ir  s k il ls  and  kn o w le d g e  
to  th e  R e c ru its : Ja m e s  La w so n , R ebecca E ll io t t  and A lex 
S m ith  a l l  s u c c e s s fu lly  fo llo w e d  th e  M e th o d s  o f In s tru c tio n  
co u rs e  w h ic h  q u a lif ie s  th e m  fo r  fu r th e r  p ro m o tio n . A  new  
in it ia t iv e  th is  ye a r w a s  th e  BTEC F irs t D ip lo m a  in P u b lic  
S e rv ice s : th is  co u rs e  a llo w s  a l l  ca d e ts  w ith  2 y e a r 's  se rv ice  to  
ga in  o f f ic ia l re c o g n itio n  fo r  th e  s k il ls  th e y  have a cq u ire d  in 
th e  CCF. F ro m  a b o u t ten  s ta r te rs ,  th o se  w h o  have co m p le te d  
th e  v a r io u s  ta s k s  as I w r i te  a re  Ja m e s  L a w so n  and  David 
B u rg e s s  (David w i l l  be th e  f ir s t  f ro m  S tra th a lla n  to  re ce ive  a 
c e rt if ic a te ) ; n e a r ly  th e re  a re  D igby Legge  and  C h r is  W atson . 
M y e x p e rie n c e  o f a d m in is te r in g  th e  a w a rd  and h e lp in g  ca d e ts  
w ith  th e  p a p e rw o rk , is  th a t th e  a m o u n t o f e x tra  w o rk  needed 
to  g a in  c e r t if ic a t io n  is  n o t to o  c h a lle n g in g .
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A d v e n tu ro u s  T ra in in g  is  an  im p o r ta n t  p a r t  o f th e  CCF 
e x p e rie n c e , a n d  a g a in  I a m  in d e b te d  to  Mr. H ig g in b o tto m  fo r  
th e  t im e  a n d  e n th u s ia s m  he ha s  b ro u g h t to  h is  ro le  as o u r  
AT e x p e rt. T h a n k s  to  h im , th e  s e n io r  A rm y  C a d e ts  w e re  a b le  
to  go o u t to  do so m e  live  n a v ig a tio n . T he  R e c ru its  re ce ive d  
F irs t  A id  t ra in in g  as w e ll  as p ro p e r  M ap and  C o m p a ss  
in s tru c t io n ,  and  w e re  a b le  to  go o r ie n te e r in g ,  c l im b in g  
and  a b s e il in g  in  Ju n e . We have a ls o  m a d e  a s ta r t  on th e  
in te g ra t io n  o f th e  D u ke  o f E d in b u rg h 's  A w a rd  S ch e m e  in to  
th e  CCF, w ith  w e l l  o v e r h a lf  o f th e  C o n tin g e n t o p tin g  in .

T he  la s t e ve n t in  th e  y e a r  is  a lw a ys  C e n tra l C a m p  -  fo r  a 
c h a n g e  th is  ye a r, w e  w e n t to  C u lty b ra g g a n . To th o s e  in  th e  
k n o w , o f c o u rs e , th is  is  a jo k e  -  w e  a lw a y s  go to  
C u lty b ra g g a n . A p p a re n t ly  n o t in  fu tu re , th o u g h : th e  MOD is 
s e r io u s ly  c o n s id e r in g  c lo s in g  th e  ca m p . A nyw a y, w e  to o k  
th ir t y - th re e  ca d e ts  to  C u lty b ra g g a n  th is  ye a r, a re co rd  
n u m b e r  in  th is  da y  and  age , and  had  a th o ro u g h ly  good 
w e e k  in w h ic h  w e  w e re  a b le  to  ka ya k , b u ild  ra f ts ,  a b s e il and 
w a lk  a M u n ro  as w e ll  as a w h o le  d a y  on th e  ra n g e s  and  a 
day o f s u rv iv a l and  m il i ta r y  t ra in in g .  F r id a y  w a s  C o m p e tit io n  
Day, a n d  in k e e p in g  w ith  te a m  s p ir i t  e ve ry  S tra th a l la n  ca d e t 
to o k  p a r t  in  a t le a s t one  c o m p e tit io n . W e had  a fo rm id a b le  
Tug o f W a r te a m , and  u n d e r  th e  e x p e rt co a c h in g  o f Mr. 
L in d s a y  th e y  w e re  a b le  to  c l in c h  se c o n d  p la c e  o v e ra ll,  
d e fe a tin g  a m a s s ive  te a m  fro m  F e ls te d  on th e  w ay. In th e  
M a rch  and  S h o o t w e  a ch ie v e d  th e  fa s te s t t im e  fo r  th e  ru n  
Iro u g h ly  9 m in u te s  45 se c o n d s  as o p p ose d  to  th e  w in n in g  
t im e  o f o v e r 12 m in u te s  s e t in  th e  p re v io u s  w e e k ] and  
e n d e d  up w ith  3 rd  p la c e  w h e n  th e  s h o o tin g  w a s  fa c to re d  in .

L o o k in g  fo rw a rd  to  S e p te m b e r , w e  have  a lm o s t  40 n e w  
re c r u its  jo in in g  u s  a n d  s h o u ld  n u m b e r  o v e r 80 ca d e ts  
b e tw e e n  th e  A rm y  and  RM . T he  n e w  S e rv ic e  (P u b lic  S e rv ice  
o r  M il i ta ry  S e rv ice ] e le m e n t fo r  a l l  4 th  a n d  5 th  F o rm e rs  
s h o u ld  be w e ll  e s ta b lis h e d , T e n ie n te  de C e lis  L u ca s  s h o u ld  
re a lly  be a T e n ie n te  a n d  (above a l l  h o p e s !) th e re  s h o u ld  be 
s o m e o n e  to  ru n  th e  A rm y  S e c tio n  w h o  w e a rs  th e  sa m e  cap 
ba d ge  as th e y  do.

T he  CCF d e p e n d s  on th e  in p u t o f m a n y  p e o p le , b o th  a d u lts  
and  p u p ils .  T h is  y e a r I w o u ld  lik e  to  re g is te r  m y  th a n k s  to  
Mr. W a tm s le y , S e n o r ita  T e n ie n te  de C e lis  L u ca s , Mr.
L in d sa y , C a p ta in  W a lk e r, Mr. H ig g in b o tto m , M rs . Le g ge , 
C a p ta in  Ian W a d d e ll R .M .R , S g t. T e m p le to n  a n d  21 C adet 
T ra in in g  T eam , a ls o  to  th e  R oya l M a r in e s  V is ib il i t y  Team  and 
n o t le a s t to  C a p ta in  P ic k e r in g  o f th e  A rm y  A ir  C o rp s . P u p il 
s u p p o r t  ha s  b een  o f th e  h ig h e s t c a lib re ; s p e c ia l th a n k s  go 
to  C h r is  and  J a k e  fo r  t h e ir  le a d in g  ro le  in  th e  C o n tin g e n t as 
w e l l  as in  th e  A rm y  S e c tio n , b u t m e n tio n e d  in d is p a tc h e s  
s h o u ld  a ls o  be : J a m e s  L a w so n , w h o  ha s  n o t o n ly  w o rk e d  
h a rd e r  th is  y e a r  th a n  a lm o s t  a n y  o th e r  ca d e t b u t ha s  a ls o  
by n o w  been to  th e  C a d e t L e a d e rs h ip  C o u rse  a t F r im le y  
P a rk , th e  H e a d q u a r te rs  o f th e  CCF; P a m e la  G a rra tt  fo r  h e r 
e n th u s ia s m  o v e r th e  y e a r a n d  h e r h e lp  w ith  th e  R e c ru its ; 
la s t ly  to  th e  A rm y  S e c tio n  s e n io rs  as a w h o le  fo r  th e  
c o n tin u e d  re v iv a l o f t h e ir  e s p r i t  de c o rp s . K eep a t it.
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TH E  E UR O PEAN  YOUTH P A R L IA M E N T  M EETS 3 T IM E S  A  YEAR 
A N D  IS AN  O P PO R TU N ITY  FOR 1 6 -2 2  YEAR OLDS TH R O U G H O UT 
EUROPE TO D ISCUSS IM P O R TA N T TO P IC A L EVENTS C O N C ER N IN G  
EURO PE A N D  TH E REST OF TH E  W O R LD .

S T R A T H A L L I A N  2 0 0 3 - 0 4

EUROPEAN YOUTH PARLIAM ENT  
-  TABOR 2004

P e rh a p s  th e  m o s t m e m o ra b le  th in g  a b o u t o u r  t r ip  w a s  h o w  
in c re d ib ly  t ire d  w e  a l l  w e re  by th e  end  o f o u r  te n  d a ys  in th e  
C zech R e p u b lic . I th in k  Tom , D a n ny  and  I m a n a g e d  to  ta ke  
n o t e a tin g  a n d  s te e p in g  to  an e x tre m e , a v e ra g in g  a b o u t 2 -3  
h o u rs  o f s le e p  a n ig h t ( if  w e  w e re  lu c k y ] and  a b o u t one 
m e a l a da y  (due  in  la rg e  p a r t  to  th e  h o r r ib le  fo o d  th e y  t r ie d  
to  feed  us, so  m u c h  w o rs e  th a n  m e a ls  a t S tra th !) .  T h e re  is  
no d o u b t th a t  w e  w e re  lo o k in g  fo rw a rd  to  g o in g  h o m e , to  
o u r  b e d s and  to  p ro p e r  S c o tt is h  fo o d . H o w e v e r, th is  is n 't  to  
say th a t w e  d id n 't  have  a good t im e  a t th e  E u ro p e a n  Youth  
P a r lia m e n t,  ju s t  th a t  it  w a s  a b s o lu te ly  e x h a u s tin g  and 
p ro b a b ly  a good  re h e a rs a l fo r  u n iv e rs ity

f  f  The most enjoyable part  of our  
tr ip was going out at nights with  
the o th er  de legates ,  this included  
sam pling  the excel lent  and very  
cheap Czech beer. 55

T h e  E u ro p e a n  Youth  P a r lia m e n t m e e ts  th re e  t im e s  a ye a r 
and  is  an o p p o r tu n ity  fo r  1 6 -22  y e a r  o ld s  th ro u g h o u t  E u rop e  
to  d is c u s s  im p o r ta n t  to p ic a l e ve n ts  c o n c e rn in g  E u ro p e  and  
th e  re s t o f th e  w o r ld .  Th e y g e t a c h a n ce  to  re p re s e n t th e  
y o u th  o f E u ro p e  a n d  one  o f th e  b e n e f its  o f th is  is  sh o w in g  
th e  E u ro p e a n  P a r lia m e n t w h a t th e  y o u th  o f to d a y  and  th e  
fu tu re  o f to m o r ro w  w a n t to  h a p p e n . It is , h o w e v e r, a v e ry  
in c lu s iv e  e ve n t and  t r ie s  to  p ro m o te  re la t io n s  w ith in  a l l  
E u ro p e a n  c o u n tr ie s ,  n o t ju s t  th o s e  w ith in  th e  EU, a fa c t 
c le a r ly  in d ic a te d  by th e  p re s e n c e  o f d e le g a te s  fro m  
c o u n tr ie s  su c h  as R u ss ia  and  Tu rkey .

On a r r iv a l a t o u r  h o s te l D anny, Tom  and  I a l l  fe lt  a b it 
d a u n te d  by o u r  c o m p le te  ig n o ra n ce  o f a n y th in g  to  do w ith  
EYP. E ve rybody e ls e  se e m e d  to  kn o w  e ve ryone  e ls e  and 
e xa c tly  w h a t w a s h a p p e n in g  and w e  re a lise d  la te r  th a t th is  
w a s  b e ca u se  a l l  th e  o th e r  d e le g a te s  had a l l  been  to  re g io n a l 
and n a tio n a l s e le c tio n s  fo llo w e d  by a w in te r  EYP se ss ion . N ot 
o n ly  d id  w e  m an a g e  to  s k ip  th e  s e le c tio n  p ro ce ss  b ecause  
th e  o rg a n is e rs  w e re  so e a g e r to  have S c o ttis h  d e le g a te s , 
w e  a ls o  g o t to  s k ip  th e  w in te r  se ss io n , w h ic h  a p p a re n tly  
is  a lo t  m o re  s e r io u s  and  c o n ta in s  m u c h  m o re  w o rk .

A fte r  b e in g  s p l it  up in to  o u r  c o m m itte e s  on S un d a y  m o rn in g  
w e  s p e n t a day te a m -b u i ld in g ,  w h ic h  w a s  in te re s t in g  to  say 
th e  le a s t. F ro m  M on d a y  to  T h u rs d a y  w e  w o rk e d  w ith  o u r  
c o m m itte e s  on o u r  re s o lu t io n s . On F rid a y  and  S a tu rd a y  w e 
had a G e n e ra l A s s e m b ly , a t w h ic h  each  c o m m itte e  
p re s e n te d  th e ir  re s o lu t io n  and  th e  re s t o f th e  p a r lia m e n t  
vo te d  on it .  D a n ny w a s  on th e  In d u s try  c o m m itte e , Tom  on 
E c o n o m ic  A ffa irs  II a n d  I w a s  on th e  In te rn a t io n a l T ra d e  
c o m m itte e  in w h ic h  I had  to  d is c u s s  fre e  tra d e  and 
a g r ic u ltu ra l s u b s id ie s . F o rtu n a te ly , w e  a l l  had o u r  
re s o lu t io n s  p a ssed  w ith o u t  to o  m u c h  d e b a te  o r  co n tro v e rs y . 
T h o se  on th e  c o m m itte e s  d is c u s s in g  th e  p ro p o se d  in c lu s io n  
o f T u rk e y  in th e  EU and  h o m o s e x u a l r ig h ts  had a s l ig h t ly  
h a rd e r  t im e ; m a n y  p e o p le  m a d e  a tta c k  sp e e c h e s  to  t r y  to  
p e rs u a d e  o th e rs  to  vo te  a g a in s t th e  p ro p o s a ls . In th e  end , 
h o w e v e r, a n d  a f te r  e x te n s ive  d is c u s s io n  b o th  p assed .

The  m o s t e n jo ya b le  p a r t  o f o u t t r ip  w a s  g o in g  o u t a t n ig h ts  
w ith  th e  o th e r  d e le g a te s , w h ic h  in c lu d e d  s a m p lin g  th e  
e x c e lle n t a n d  v e ry  ch e a p  C zech  beer. We had  p a r t ic u la r  fu n  
w ith  th e  I r is h  d e le g a tio n , a l l  o f w h o m  w e  g o t on w ith  ve ry  
w e ll ,  and  t r ip s  to  B e lfa s t a n d  D u b lin  a re  d e f in ite ly  in  th e  
p ip e lin e . It w a s  th e  n ig h ts , o f c o u rs e  (e xce ss ive  d a n c in g  and 
even  a h in t  o f d r in k in g ) ,  th a t c a u s e d  us to  be so t ir e d  by th e  
e nd , b u t if  w e  w e re  to  do th is  a g a in  I d o n 't  th in k  w e  w o u ld  
m is s  o u t on th e m . It w a s  a g ood  e x p e r ie n c e , a t i r in g  one , 
b u t a w o r th w h ile  one  n e v e rth e le s s .

L o u is e  W a lla c e
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GEOGRAPHY TALKS

DR D O W N H IL L  ONCE A G AIN  D IPP ED  INTO HIS 
L IT T L E  RED BOOK A N D  C AM E UP W ITH  A BRACE 
OF V IS IT IN G  LEC TU R ER S.

D r F ion a  S m y th  fro m  th e  S c h o o l o f G e o g ra p h y , U n iv e rs ity  
o f M a n c h e s te r, ca m e  to  ta lk  to  m e m b e rs  o f th e  S tra th a lla n  
S ix th  F o rm . A f te r  h a v in g  a p p a re n t ly  e n jo ye d  an in te re s t in g  
d is c u s s io n  o v e r d in n e r  D r S m y th  sp o ke  on th e  to p ic  o f 
"e x p re s s io n s  o f id e n t ity  in  t im e s  o f c h a lle n g e  a n d  c r is is "  
in  o rd e r  to  b ro a d e n  o u r  g e o g ra p h ic a l u n d e rs ta n d in g  in  th is  
s u b je c t. S he  c le a r ly  i l lu s t ra te d  th ro u g h  a v a r ie ty  o f m e d ia  
h e r  th o u g h ts  a b o u t th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f m ig ra n ts  a n d  th e  
w a ys  in  w h ic h  th e y  a re  s te re o ty p e d  in  so c ie ty . D r S m y th  
a n a ly s e d  and  h ig h lig h te d  in  d e p th  th e  re p re s e n ta t io n s  o f 
im m ig ra n ts ,  d ra w in g  c lo s e ly  on e x a m p le s  fro m  th e  US a n d  
p a y ing  p a r t ic u la r  a t te n t io n  to  a s y lu m  s e e k e rs  in  th e  UK. 
T h is  ta lk  w a s  p a r t ic u la r ly  in fo rm a t iv e  and  th o u g h t-  
p ro v o k in g  in  te rm s  o f lo o k in g  a t b o th  o u r  o w n  id e n t ity  and 
th a t  o f th e  p e o p le  a ro u n d  us.

D r P h il P o r te r  o f th e  G e o graphy and E n v iro n m e n ta l S c iences 
d e p a r tm e n t o f th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f H e rtfo rd s h ire  k in d ly  ca m e  and 
sp o ke  to  th e  S tra th a lla n  g e o g ra p h e rs  on th e  su b je c t o f h is  
f ie ld  e x p lo ra tio n  in  th e  H im a la ya n  &  A rc tic  e n v iro n m e n ts .

He be g an  by h ig h l ig h t in g  th e  re s e a rc h  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t 
h is  te a m  c a rr ie d  o u t on g la c ie r  m o tio n  in th e  A rc t ic  
e n v iro n m e n t.  T h is  in vo lve d  u t i l is in g  in n o v a tiv e  m e a s u r in g  
d e v ice s  to  a n a lys e  th e  g la c ie r  m o v e m e n t p a tte rn s . Key 
f in d in g s  fro m  th is  in v e s t ig a t io n  w e re  th a t  s e d im e n t 
a c c o u n ts  fo r  o v e r 60%  o f fo rw a rd  m o tio n .

F o llo w in g  h is  s u c ce ss  in  th e  A rc t ic ,  D r P h il P o r te r 's  
p a ss io n  fo r  g e o g ra p h ic a l p ro g re s s  le d  h im  to  th e  h e ig h ts  
o f th e  H im a la y a s . P re d ic t in g  th e  a v a i la b il ity  o f g la c ia l 
w a te r  re s o u rc e s  w a s  th e  to p ic  a re a  he c o n c e n tra te d  on 
and  i l lu s t ra te d  to  us th ro u g h  a v a r ie ty  o f v is u a l im a g e s . 
A f te r  m a n y  m o n th s  o f in te n s e ly  e x a m in in g  g la c ia l 
p ro c e s s e s  he c o n c lu d e d  th a t th e  re la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  
a ir  te m p e ra tu re  and  a lt i tu d e  is  n o t s im p le  and  th a t 
s p a t ia l and  te m p o ra l v a r ia b il i ty  a re  v i ta l,  a lth o u g h  fu r th e r  
c a l ib ra t io n  is  re q u ire d  b e fo re  a p p lic a t io n  to  o th e r  g la c ie rs  
a n d  b a s in s  can  be m a d e .

D r P o r te r  p ro v id e d  u s  a l l  w ith  a k n o w le d g e a b le  in s ig h t 
in to  h is  a re a s  o f re s e a rc h  a n d  f in d in g s , a n d  w e  a l l  th o u g h t 
i t  w a s  a jo l ly  g ood  show .

A n n -L o u is e  B re a d e n  a n d  A n n a b e lle  G o rd o n
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"I BEND OVER FORGOTTEN CORNERS,

PRAGUE, WOVEN BY YOUR GLOOMY SPLENDOURS

SMOKE OF INNS IN WHICH THE CHIRPING OF BIRDS IS LOST

EVENING LIKE A HARMONICA PLAYER MAKES THE WEEPING DOORS CREAK

LONG FAT KEYS LOCK UP INDECIPHERABLE THINGS 

AND FOOTSTEPS SCATTER LIKE A BROKEN ROSARY." V it_ zs la v  N ezva l

DURING THE LAST WEEK OF THE EASTER BREAK A PARTY OF STRATHALLIAN ARTISTS, DESIGNERS AND HISTORIANS 

WITH A SMALL GROUP OF WATSONIAN ARTISTS SPENT SIX ENERGETIC DAYS IN AND AROUND PRAGUE, THE 'CITY OF A 

HUNDRED SPIRES' AND LITTLE MOTHER' TO ALL CZECHS. WE PREPARED FOR THE TRIP THROUGH THE EASTER TERM 

WITH SLIDES AND LECTURES ON CZECH ART AND HISTORY BUT THE REAL EXPERIENCE WAS TO BE THERE.

GOTHIC ART

W a lk in g  th ro u g h  th e  a n c ie n t c ity  s u r ro u n d e d  by a va s t 
d iv e rs ity  o f s ty le s , e v id e n c e  o f a u n iq u e , r ic h  h e r ita g e , th e re  
w a s  one  s ty le  th a t t r u ly  c a u g h t and  h e ld  m y  eye. G o th ic  a r t  
and  a rc h ite c tu re  a p p e a re d  in  B o h e m ia  a ro u n d  1230AD  and 
re m a in e d  d o m in a n t fo r  m a n y  y e a rs  u n t i l  a ro u n d  th e  m id  
1 6 th  c e n tu ry  w h e n  R e n a iss a n c e  id e a ls  a p p e a re d .

B ased  on r ib b e d  v a u lt in g  w h ic h  a llo w e d  m a s o n -a rc h ite c ts  
l ik e  P e te r P a r le r  to  ra is e  and  p o in t th e  a rc h  and  c re a te  one 
o f G o th ic  a r t 's  m o s t re c o g n is a b le  fe a tu re s , th e  la te  G o th ic  
s ty le  o f B o h e m ia  w a s  k n o w n  as 'S o n d e rg o t ik '.  T h is  w e  sa w  
a nd  a d m ire d  in  P ra g u e  a t S t. V itu s  and  m o s t d ra m a t ic a l ly  a t 
S t. B a rb a ra 's  a t K u tn a  H o ra . T h e se  a c h ie v e m e n ts  ow ed 
m u c h  to  th e  P a r le r  fa m ily  w h o  e xc e lle d  in th e  c re a t io n  o f 
f i l ig re e  p in n a c le s  and  a s e n s e  o f g re a t lo f t in e s s  and  h ig h  
te n s io n  in  a l l  th e ir  a rc h ite c tu re .

T he  s tre n g th  and  d e p th  o f G o th ic  a r t  is  e v e ry w h e re  e v id e n t 
in  P ra g u e , th e  s ty le  s e e m s  to  h a u n t th e  O ld  Tow n fro m  th e  
h u m b le  co n v e n t o f S t. A g n e s  to  th e  d ra m a t ic  c a th e d ra l o f 
S t. V itu s  w h ic h  d o m in a te s  P ra g u e 's  s k y lin e  -  you  c a n 't  h e lp  
b u t a p p re c ia te  th e  im p a c t o f th is  in  th e  w o rd s  o f A b b o t 
S u g a r ... " u rg in g  us o n w a rd  fro m  th e  m a te r ia l to  th e  
im m a te r ia l. "

Sarah McCusker

A LATE BAROQUE SHOCK, 
A VISIT  TO ST. MARY’S KUTNA HORA:-

ln  P ra g u e  w e  e x p e r ie n c e d  s id e  by s id e  a w id e  and 
e x tra o rd in a ry  v a r ia t io n  o f m o v e m e n ts  and  s ty le s  b u t th e  
s ig h t w h ic h  s t i l l  s ta n d s  o u t m o s t v iv id ly  fo r  m e , s o le ly  
b e ca u se  I have  n e ve r seen  a n y th in g  lik e  it  b e fo re  as 
S c o tla n d  had  no c o u n te r  -  re fo rm a tio n ,  w a s  th e  o s s u a ry  a t 
th e  m o n a s te ry  c h a p e l o f S t M a ry 's .

I fo u n d  it in i t ia l ly  re v o lt in g  -  b e ca u se  it  w a s  a 12 th  c e n tu ry  
ch a p e l I d id n 't  e xp e c t a n y th in g  p a r t ic u la r ly  re v o lu tio n a ry , 
b u t so m e  18 th  c e n tu ry  re a d ju s tm e n t had m a d e  a m o s t 
a s to n is h in g  in te r io r  t ra n s fo rm a t io n  -  I w a lk e d  in and  w a lk e d  
s t r a ig h t  b a ck  o u t, as if  I had b een  h it  b e tw e e n  th e  eyes 
b e fo re  re tu rn in g  to  o b se rv e  m o re  c lo s e ly  w ith  S co ts ' h o rro r.

The  c h a p e l w a s  a b o u t 400  m e tre s  n o r th  o f th e  c h u rc h  and 
had been co n v e r te d  in to  th e  o s s u a ry  a f te r  o n e  o f th e  g re a t 
p la g u e s  w h ic h  re c u r re d  fro m  1318 o n w a rd s . In th e  lo w e r  
c ry p t o f th e  tw o -s to re y  c h a p e l a l l  th e  fu rn is h in g s ,  a lta r ,  
c a n d e la b ru m , c o a ts  o f a rm s  e tc . w e re  m a d e  o f b o n es . I 
la te r  fo u n d  o u t th a t  o n e  w a ll c o n s is te d  o f 10,000 b o d ie s  and  
w a s  re fe r re d  to  a ffe c t io n a te ly  as 'th e  p ile '.

I fo u n d  it v u lg a r  ye t b re a th ta k in g , im p re s s iv e , a lie n , and  
a lm o s t  s u r r e a l is t ic a lly  p o w e r fu l.

Danni Menzies

M O DERNIST PRAGUE
"Cubism is the celebration of 

everyday life" and in essence 

involves what Juan Gris called "a 

new way of representing the world". 

Cubism was the most extremely 

inspirational and influential aspect 

of Prague for me. We made a special 

tour of 'cubismus' with a dear friend 

of Mr McMorrine's, Dr Jan Krekule, 

who guided us through the bustling 

streets and on and off numerous 

trams - an experience for all - and

took us to look at the architectural 

cubism of Josef Chochol; Prague 

being the only city in Europe to 

attempt a Cubist architecture.

With Chochol's use of sharp lines to 

create a very obvious division 

between light and dark he was 

incorporating the theories of famous 

artists such as Braque and Picasso. 

Initially I wasn't too sure what I 

thought of the buildings but after 

studying cubism more closely I now 

appreciate the art of these buildings

and their unique style. It was also of 

great interest to see Frank Gehry's 

contemporary cubist interpretation, 

the newly constructed 'Dancing 

Building' which Jan considers to be 

the only recent building to reach the 

'International' architectural 

standards of the best of Prague's 

rich tapestry. My sketchbook designs 

owe them all a great debt, as 

Picasso said 'If something needs to 

be stolen, I steal it.'

O liv ia  G e r r ie

9 0  I P R A G U E
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PRAGUE OLD AND NEW

A m e m o ry  o f P ra g u e  th a t  s ta n d s  o u t is  th e  a s tro n o m ic a l 
c lo c k  in  th e  O ld  Tow n S q u a re . M ade in 1410 w ith  la te r  
R e n a iss a n c e  a n d  m o d e rn  re n o v a tio n s  a n d  c h a n g e s , its  face  
h a s  th e  e a r th  in  th e  c e n tre  a n d  th e  p la n e ts  c irc lin g  a ro u n d  
it .  W h e n  th e  h o u r  is  re a ch e d  th is ,  a lre a d y  in t r ig u in g ,  p iece  
c o m e s  to  li fe .  In th e  m e c h a n ic a l p ro c e s s io n , f i r s t  C h r is t  and 
th e  A p o s t le s  e m e rg e  one  by one , th e n  w h e n  th e y  have 
d is a p p e a re d , th e  s k e le to n  o f d e a th  e m e rg e s . F in a lly  th e  
co ck  f la p s  h is  w in g s  and  c ro w s , th e  va in  m a n  g a ze s  in to  h is  
m ir r o r  and  th e  h o u r  is  s t r u c k .  A  C zech  'v a n ita s '.

"D EA TH  P U LLE D  TH E CHORD A N D  R AN  BY N O D D IN G  
ITS H EA D , OTHER S M A L L  STATUES S TIR R E D  W H ILE  
TH E  COCK FLA P P E D  HIS W IN G S  A N D  TH E TW ELVE 
A PO S TLE S  G LA N C E D  IM PASSIVELY DOW N AT TH E 
STR EET THROUGH OPEN W IN D O W S .”

G u illa u m e  A p p o ll in a i r e  c .1 9 1 3

A lth o u g h  w e  s p e n t e ve ry  day ta k in g  in th e  va s t a r ra y  
o f a r c h ite c tu ra l s ty le s  w e  s t i l l  had t im e  a w a y fro m  th e  
s k e tc h b o o k  to  e x p lo re  P ra g u e  fo r  o u rs e lv e s . In th e  e ve n in g  
w e  h e a de d  in to  th e  c ity  to  s a m p le  c u l tu r a l b e ve ra g e s  
(h e rb a l o f co u rs e ) a n d  th e  lo c a l c u is in e  (s a d ly  m o re  o fte n  
th a n  n o t M a c D o n a ld s ). A  s ta g g e r in g  v a r ie ty  o f w e s te rn  
tra d e rs  w e re  a v a ila b le  w ith  S ub w a y, P izza  H u t and  sh o p s  
s u c h  as M an g o  and  Z a ra  p lu s  an in c re d ib le  a r ra y  o f Ir is h  
P ub s in  th is  g re a te s t o f b re w in g  c it ie s . P a r t o f w h a t Jan  
in  re s ig n e d  fa s h io n  c a lle d  'G lo b a liz a t io n '.

K a t ie  G ib s o n

IN CONCLUSION

W a n d e rin g  a ro u n d  th e  s tre e ts  w ith  Jan  and  G a b r ie lla  
c o n s ta n tly  a n d  c o n c e rn e d ly  w a rn in g  us o f th e  p ic k p o c k e ts  
I m an a g e d  to  pass th e  w e e k  b u y in g  and  e n jo y in g  re a lly  good 
food  w ith o u t  m y  m o n e y  c o m in g  in to  c o n ta c t w ith  a n y  th ie v e s .

W e w e re  lu c k y  to  se e  m a n y  fa m o u s  s ig h ts  b u t w e  a ls o  
m a n a g e d  to  c a p tu re  m a n y  h id d e n  b e a u tie s  d u e  to  Jan  
s h o w in g  us a ro u n d , n o t le a s t th e  W a lle n s te in  g a rd e n , o n ly  
o pen  o n ce  a y e a r a n d  s u c h  g e m s  as th e  R o m a n e sq u e  
p a la ce  o f th e  L o rd s  o f K u n ta t and  P o d e b ra d . T h is  
e n c o u ra g e d  o u r  o w n  e x p lo r in g  o f th e  c ity  b u t o fte n  w e  
w o u ld  s im p ly  s tu m b le  a c ro s s  a n o th e r  in c re d ib le  p iece  o f 
a rc h ite c tu re  w ith o u t  n e e d in g  to  s e a rc h  fo r  it. P ra g u e  had 
su ch  a v a r ie ty  o f c u ltu re ,  e n te r ta in m e n t and  a r t  th a t I fe e l 
th a t  o n e  w e e k  w a s  d e f in ite ly  n o t lo n g  e n o u g h  to  e x p e r ie n c e  
a l l  th a t is  c o n ta in e d  in  o n e  c ity . I k n o w  th a t I and  p ro b a b ly  
m a n y  o th e rs  fro m  th e  t r ip  w i l l  re tu rn  to  P ra g u e , th is  m o s t 
in t r ig u in g  a n d  a m a z in g  c ity .

A n n a  R a w lin s o n

"C ITIES EXERT A  STRONG, STR AN G E FASC IN ATIO N  
A N D  N O N E  IS STRONGER TH A N  TH E P U L L  OF 
PRAGUE UPO N TH E  H EA R T OF TH E  H O M ES IC K  
T R A V E LLE R  -  S IC K  TH AT IS FOR TH E CITY ON THE 
VLTAVA THAT HE HAS LE F T  B E H IN D . R ETU R N IN G  
TH E R E , HE FE ELS  HE HAS NEVER BEEN  AWAY A N D  
YET HE FE ELS  GUILTY, TOO, OF FO R G ETFU LN E SS . 
N EG LEC T, IN F ID E L IT Y ."

a s  s a id  by th e  w r i t e r  J o h n  B a n v il le

G re a t th a n k s  a re  d u e  fro m  us a l l  to  Ja n  K re k u le , G a b r ie lla  
K a lin o v a  a n d  to  Z u zka  P o d m e lo v a , s u rv iv o r  o f th e  T e re z in  
c a m p  a n d  o u r  m o s t va lu e d  g u id e  to  J e w is h  P ra g u e : a l l  gave 
so m u c h  t im e  a n d  f r ie n d s h ip  to  u s  a n d  w e  w e re  so  lu c ky . A s 
th e  Ja n  H u ss  m e m o r ia l says  P ra vd a  V lt_ z i -  t r u th  p re v a ils '

A E C M
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AS PART OF OUR FR ENC H  COURSE W E GOT TH E CH AN C E 
TO JE T  OFF TO FR A N C E  W ITH  M M E . D U N C A N , FRAU 
YOUNG A N D  MR K ITSO N . W ITH  TH E  ID E A  OF AN  EARLY 
S U M M ER  H O LID AY AN  EXCITED GROUP OF III A N D  IV 
FORM ERS W ITH  PACKED SUITC ASES LE F T  SCHO OL 
AT TH R EE  IN TH E M O R N IN G  A N D  AR R IV ED  TIR ED  A N D  
B A K IN G  IN TH E EARLY S U M M E R  HEAT OF M O N T P E LL IE R .

A m a ze d  a t th e  fa c t th a t a lt  th e  f l ig h ts  had g one  s m o o th ly , 
M m e  D u n ca n  so o n  b e ca m e  s tre s s e d  (a g a in ] as w e  w a lk e d  
th ro u g h  th e  a r r iv a l g a te  e x p e c tin g  to  f in d  a la rg e  g ro u p  of 
F re n ch  fa m ilie s  -  b u t a l l  e ve ry o n e  co u ld  see  w a s  an e m p ty  
a r r iv a l g a te . T h is  w a s  d u e  to  a m is u n d e rs ta n d in g  in a r r iv a l 
t im e  re s u lt in g  in  a lo n g  and  s t ic k y  2 h o u r  w a it  in 
M o n tp e ll ie r  a ir p o r t .  T h is  w a s  n o t th e  b e s t s ta r t  to  a h o lid a y  
w e  had  a l l  b een  lo o k in g  fo rw a rd  to . S o m e th in g  e ls e  w a s  
b o u n d  to  go w ro n g .

E v e n tu a lly  F re n ch  fa m ilie s  b e g an  to  a r r iv e . We a l l  sa t 
c u r io u s  to  see  w h ic h  fa m ily  w a s  o u rs  and  w h a t w e  had le t 
o u rs e lv e s  in for.

On M on d a y  m o rn in g  one  by one  o u r  F re n ch  fa m ilie s  
d ro p p e d  u s  o ff  a t a lo c a l s c h o o l w h e re  w e  had  3 h o u rs  o f 
tu it io n .  E ve ryo n e  lo o k e d  e x h a u s te d  as w e  s a t o u ts id e  and 
w a ite d  fo r  o u r  te a c h e rs  to  a r r iv e  o n ly  to  f in d  th a t K irs ty  and 
I had  had th e  p ic k  o f th e  fa m ilie s .  We d is co ve re d  w e  had 
e n d ed  up  in  a lu x u r io u s  h o u se  w ith  a s w im m in g  p o o l nex t 
to  g o rg e o u s  v in e ya rd s .

T h a t a fte rn o o n , w e  t ra v e lle d  to  th e  re m o te  a n d  b e a u t ifu l 
v i l la  o f C le rm o n t -  L 'H e ra u lt,  w h e re  w e  had  th e  c h a n ce  to  
re la x  a f te r  o u r  f i r s t  da y  o f le s s o n s . W e w e re  lu c k y  to  have 
th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  see  w o n d e r fu l s ig h ts  o f a ty p ic a l F re n ch  
v illa g e  as w e  w a n d e re d  up and  d o w n  b a ck  a lle y s  lo o k in g

fo r  th e  n e a re s t w a te r  fo u n ta in s  and  g a s p in g  fo r  a d r in k  in  
th e  s c o rc h in g  h e a t. We th e n  re tu rn e d  to  o u r  fa m il ie s  e xc ite d  
a b o u t te l l in g  th e m  a b o u t o u r  day, o r  a t le a s t a t te m p t in g  to .

On T u e sd a y  w e  a g a in  had tu it io n  in  th e  m o rn in g  w h ic h  
se e m e d  to  go on lo n g e r  th a n  th e  day b e fo re  due  to  th e  h ea t. 
In th e  a fte rn o o n  w e  v is ite d  th e  fa m o u s  to w n  o f A v ig n o n  and  
w e  w e n t to  th e  C h a te a u  de s  P apes. The  c a s tle  d is p la ye d  
m a n y  a r te fa c ts  fro m  e rm ... s o m e  c e n tu ry  o r  o th e r ,  and  it 
w a s  in te re s t in g  to  see  h o w  F re n ch  p e o p le  had live d  in th e  
p a s t. T h a t e ve n in g  J and  I w e n t fo r  a w e ll-d e s e rv e d  s w im  in 
o u r  fa m ily 's  p o o l and  a tte m p te d  a n o th e r  b o n d in g  s e s s io n  
w ith  o u r  h o s ts  a ro u n d  th e  d in n e r  ta b le .

T he  n e x t day w a s  o u r  f in a l m o rn in g  o f tu to r in g .  E ve ryb o d y  
w a s  p re tty  k n a c k e re d  d u e  to  th e  in te n s e  h e a t and  h u m id ity  
o f th e  F re n ch  su m m e r.

T he  IV F o rm  p u p ils  w e re  g iv e n  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  jo in  a 
c la s s ro o m  o f F re n c h  s tu d e n ts  ( a l l m a le ! ! ]  w h o  s tu d ie d  a t 
th e  c o lle g e . We w e re  in tro d u c e d  to  th e m  a ll ,  th e n  s p l i t  in to  
g ro u p s  o f tw o  o r  th re e  to  in d u lg e  in  fa s t, f lo w in g  F re n ch  
c o n v e rs a t io n . We s a w  th is  as a v e ry  re w a rd in g  e x p e r ie n c e  
as w e  w e re  a b le  to  se e  h o w  y o u n g  p e o p le  in  M o n tp e ll ie r  
liv e d . T h a t a f te rn o o n ,  w e  w e n t  on an e x c u rs io n  to  th e  
C a m a rg u e . T h e re  w a s  a b e a u t i fu l b r id g e  th a t  to w e re d  o v e r 
th e  m a n y  to u r is ts  v is i t in g  th is  a m a z in g  s ig h t.

On o u r  f in a l day, w e  w e re  g ive n  a g u id e d  to u r  o f 
M o n tp e ll ie r .  We w e re  sh o w n  a ro u n d  th e  c ity  c e n tre  and  to ld  
a b o u t its  in te re s t in g  p a s t.

A fte r  th e  to u r  m a n y  p e o p le  w e n t s h o p p in g  w h ile  o th e rs  to o k  
th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  c o o l o f f  in  th e  O lym p ic  p o o l.

W e a l l  re tu rn e d  to  o u r  fa m il ie s  w e ig h e d  d o w n  w ith  
h u n d re d s  o f p re s e n ts  (e s p e c ia lly  M m e . D w h o  had  a t le a s t
3 e x tra  b a g s o f lu g g a g e  on th e  w a y h o m e ] fo r  o u r  f in a l 
e ve n in g  in  F ra n ce , w h e n  K irs ty  and  I had o u r  f in a l sw im  
in  o u r  p o o l a n d  o u r  la s t c h a t w ith  o u r  fa m il ie s  b e fo re  
re tu rn in g  h o m e  e x tre m e ly  e a r ly  th e  fo llo w in g  m o rn in g .

The  t r ip  w a s  e x c e lle n t and  w e  a l l  g o t th e  c h a n ce  to  se e  h o w  
th e  re a l F re n ch  live  (so m e  m o re  th a n  o th e rs ].  W ith o u t g re a t 
o rg a n is a t io n  fro m  M m e  C ra n e  w h o  a rra n g e d  th e  t r ip  it 
w o u ld  n o t have been p o s s ib le . A lth o u g h  M m e  C ra n e  w a s 
u n a b le  to  jo in  us on  o u r  jo u rn e y  w e  w o u ld  lik e  to  th a n k  h e r, 
M m e  D u n ca n , F ra u  Young and  M o n s ie u r  Le B a ro n  K its o n  
fo r  m a k in g  th is  e x p e r ie n c e  p o s s ib le . T h a n k s !!
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S T R A T H A L L I A N  DAY

COMEDY NIGHT

W ith  y o u r b e e r in  one  hand and  y o u r copy o f L ivy in  th e  o th e r 
you co u ld  n o t be a n yw h e re  e ls e  b u t th e  S ix th  F o rm  C o m m o n  
R oom ; th e  p a r t ic u la r  even ing  be ing  one o f th e  n e w  C om edy 
N ig h ts  co n ju re d  up by th e  fe r t ile  im a g in a tio n  o f M r V a llo t IOk, 
so he n icke d  th e  idea fro m  s o m e w h e re ]. T h is  ye a r w e  w e re  
fo r tu n a te  e n o ug h  to  have no t ju s t  one  b u t a b ra ce  o f v is it in g  
co m e d ia n s , B a rry  H a ll and W a rre n  H il l.  B o th  had tra v e lle d  
f ro m  E ng la nd  to  a m u s e  and  a buse  us fo r  th e  n ig h t.

B a r ry  H a ll w a s  in  fa c t p e r fo rm in g  h is  n e w  a c t fo r  th e  f ir s t  
t im e  and  I th in k  w e ' l l  a l l  a g re e  th a t h is  n e w  jo k e s  w e re  
v e ry  s u c c e s s fu l.

A  h ila r io u s  e ve n in g  fo r  a n yo n e  w h o  w a s n 't  A n d re a s  o r  
D ig b y  b u t, hey, th e y 're  b o th  b ig  la d s  and  th e y  can  h a n d le  it. 
W e w e re  a l l  s a d d e n e d  w h e n  th e  n ig h t ca m e  to  an end  and 
R u th ve n  to o k  th e ir  tu rn  to  h o o ve r th e  C o m m o n  R o o m . We 
a l l  lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  th e  n e x t e ve n in g  to  se e  w h a t h ila r io u s  
a d v e n tu re s  th e  n e x t c o m e d ia n s  w i l l  ta k e  us on . C h e e rs ,
M r V a llo t. Good sh o u t.

J J  C h a lm e rs

STRATHALLIAN DAY

S T R A T H A L L IA N  DAY HAS BECOM E ONE OF TH E 
H IG H LIG H TS  OF TH E  S U M M E R  TE R M , A N D  PROVIDES TH E 
PER FEC T O P PO R TU N ITY  FOR FORM ER P U P ILS  A N D  TH E IR  
F A M IL IE S  A N D  FR IE N D S  TO V IS IT  TH E  SCHOOL.

T he  e ve n t n o w  ha s a re g u la r  p o s it io n  in  th e  c a le n d a r, 
th e  f i r s t  S un d a y  in  Ju n e , and  once  a g a in  th is  y e a r w e  
w e re  b le s se d  w ith  g ood  w e a th e r. W ith  a p ro g ra m m e  th a t 
in c lu d e d  c r ic k e t ,  fo o tb a l l,  g o lf,  te n n is  and  n e tb a ll,  th e  f in e  
w e a th e r  w a s  c e r ta in ly  a b o n u s  a n d  e n h a n c e d  th e  re la x e d  
a tm o s p h e re  o f th e  day. S tra th a l l ia n s  w e re  a ls o  a b le  to  e n jo y  
a c o n c e r t  in  th e  C h a p e l, and  v ie w  A r t  a n d  D e s ign  
T e ch n o lo g y  d is p la y s  d e m o n s tra t in g  so m e  o f th e  m o s t 
c re a tiv e  w o rk  o f o u r  c u r r e n t  p u p ils .

A s w e ll  as w e lc o m in g  b a ck  so  m a n y  fo rm e r  p u p ils , i t  w a s  
g ood  to  see  s u c h  a ra n g e  in  a g e s, w ith  re c e n t le a v e rs  
m ix in g  w ith  S tra th a l l ia n s  w h o  le f t  as lo n g  ago  as 1936. 
W h ile  m u c h  re m a in s  fa m i l ia r ,  even  to  th o s e  in  th e  o ld e r  
age  g ro u p s , th e re  a re  ch a n g e s  and  im p ro v e m e n ts  m ad e  
to  th e  S c h o o l e ve ry  y e a r, and  th o s e  w h o  le f t  m o s t re c e n tly  
w e re  in te re s te d  to  see  h o w  th in g s  had  d e ve lo p e d  in  th e  
s h o r t  t im e  s in c e  th e y  le f t  S tra th a lla n .

T he  n e x t S tra th a l l ia n  Day w i l l  be h e ld  on S u n d a y  5 Ju n e  
2005, w h e n  w e  lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  w e lc o m in g  m a n y  fo rm e r  
p u p ils  b a ck  to  th e  S ch o o l.

M y th a n k s  to  th e  S tra th a llia n  C lub  as I re t ire  as C lub  
S ecre ta ry . It has been b o th  a p le a su re  and  a p riv ile g e  to  
o ccu py th e  p ost. B est w is h e s  to  th e  C lub  and to  m y  successor.

D a v id  W i l l ia m s

LAUNCH OF NEW  W EBSITE

S T R A T H A L LIA N S  W IL L  NOW  HAVE TH E O P PO R TU N ITY  TO 
F IN D  A N D  KEE P  IN TOUCH W ITH  OLD SCHO OL FR IE N D S  
TH R O U G H  TH E  N E W  S T R A T H A L LA N  W E B S ITE .

A n  im p o r ta n t  p a r t  o f th e  s ite , la u n c h e d  a t th e  e n d  o f 2004, 
is  th e  S tra th a l lia n  O n lin e  C o m m u n ity  s e c tio n . T h is  in c lu d e s  
a D ire c to ry  w h e re  fo rm e r  p u p ils  can  e n te r  t h e ir  ow n  d e ta ils ,  
ch o o s in g  to  sh o w  o r  h id e  v a r io u s  p a r ts  o f th e ir  e n try , and 
lo o k  up o th e rs . T he  d a ta b a s e  can  be s e a rc h e d  by h o m e  
lo c a t io n  o r  fo rm e r  b o a rd in g  h o u se , o r  by a te x t se a rc h  
w h ic h  e n a b le s  th e  u s e r  to  se a rc h  by n a m e , d a te  o f le a v in g , 
in te re s ts ,  o c c u p a tio n  and  a n u m b e r  o f o th e r  f ie ld s .

So n o t o n ly  can  you  f in d  fo rm e r  fr ie n d s  a n d  a c q u a in ta n c e s  
fro m  y o u r  s c h o o ld a y s , b u t you  can  a ls o  f in d  o u t w h o  is  in  
th e  a re a  fo r  a g a m e  o f s q u a sh  o r  a ro u n d  o f g o lf.

O b v io u s ly  th e  u s e fu ln e s s  o f th e  D ire c to ry  w i l l  d e p e n d  on th e  
n u m b e r  o f p e o p le  u s in g  it, so  S tra th a l l ia n s  a re  e n c o u ra g e d  
to  have  a lo o k  a t th e  w e b s ite , e n te r  y o u r  o w n  d e ta ils  in  th e  
D ire c to ry ,  and  see  w h o  e ls e  is  a lre a d y  th e re .
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The S ix th  F o rm  CR began th e  ye a r w ith  its  n o w  tra d it io n a l 
w e lc o m e  b a ck  B -B -Q . The  m u s ic  w a s  loud , b u t in o ffe n s ive  
to  a l l  as th e  s ta ff had co m e  a lo n g  to  s u p p o rt and Mr. K itso n  
w a s  happy to  d is p la y  h is  d a n c in g  s k il ls .  The f i lm  n ig h ts  
p roved  p o p u la r  w ith  a h a rd  co re  o f b o a rd e rs , b u t it w a s  the  
th e m e  n ig h ts  th a t ca u g h t th e  im a g in a tio n  o f th e  m a jo rity . The 
e ffo r t  th a t w e n t in to  th e  c o s tu m e s  w a s  o b v iou s  to  a ll.  The 
g a m e s  n ig h t, a ch a n ce  fo r  a l l  o f th e  S ix th  F o rm  to  be k id s  
aga in , w a s as s u c c e s s fu l as in  p re v io u s  ye a rs , a lth o u g h  Jo e l 
M o ll w a s n e a rly  s tru n g  up fo r  f r ig h te n in g  th o se  w h o  w e re  in 
th e  za p -zo ne  w h e n  he e n te re d  w ith  h is  "s c re a m "  o u tf it .  
T h a n ks  ag a in  to  D ona ld  and h is  te a m  fo r  a ll th e ir  ha rd  w o rk .

The  C h r is tm a s  p a r ty  w a s  a b ig  su cce ss , w ith  th e  m a n y  
o u t f its  on d is p la y  c a p tu r in g  th e  th e m e  o f th e  n ig h t.  We had 
C h r is tm a s  tre e s , g if ts ,  d w a rv e s  a n d  fa ir ie s  to  n a m e  b u t 
a few . A s u s u a l th e  g ir ls ' H o u se s  m a d e  th e  m o s t e f fo r t  
en m a s se , b u t th e  p r iz e  fo r  c o n s is te n c y  o f e f fo r t  m u s t 
go to  N ic o l, w h o  se e m e d  a lw a ys  to  d re s s  up a n d  lo o k  good. 
T h a n k s , D anny, H ian  e t a l.

T he  E a s te r te rm  sa w  us in  lim b o  fo r  a w h ile  d u e  to  t r ia l  
e xa m s, b u t th e  tro o p s  a l l  s to re d  up th e ir  e n e rg y  fo r  th e  
S ix th  F o rm  B a ll and  th e  th e m e s  a f te r  h a lf  te rm . The  
C o m e d y  n ig h t w ith  th e  n o w  re g u la r  M r B a r ry  H a ll w a s  a g a in  
a su c ce ss , a lth o u g h  s e v e ra l o f th e  UVI sa id  th e y  n e ve r g o t 
th e  jo k e s  la s t t im e . To s h o w  th e  q u a lity  o f a c t th a t w e  
p ro v id e  in th e  C o m m o n  R oom , one  o f la s t y e a rs  a c ts , S a rah  
K e n d a l, w a s  th e  f ir s t  w o m a n  s h o r t  lis te d  fo r  th e  p re s t ig io u s  
" P e r r ie r  A w a rd "  a t th is  y e a r 's  E d in b u rg h  F e s tiv a l. You sa w  
h e r h e re  f i r s t !  J .J . C h a lm e rs  w a s  so in to  th e  m o o d  th a t he 
v o lu n te e re d  to  do a s e t n e x t ye a r, so w a tc h  th is  sp a ce .

The  s u m m e r  s ta r te d  w ith  o u r  "S ta ff  In v ita t io n "  ro a s t p ig 
B -B -Q , w h ic h  w a s  a g a in  a su cce ss , a lth o u g h  th e re  w e re n 't  
as m a n y  s ta f f  th is  year. The  s u m m e r  is  a lw a ys  a s l ig h t ly  
lo w e r  key te rm  w ith  e xa m s  p u n c tu a t in g  th e  c a le n d a r  and  on 
th e  w h o le  th e  S ix th  F o rm  se e m e d  to  be fo c u s s e d  on 
w o rk in g  h a rd ; a lth o u g h  th e y  s t i l l  m a n a g e d  to  f in d  t im e  to  
p lay . T he  c o m m itte e  d e c id e d  to  in v e s t in  a d ig ita l c a m e ra , 
h e n ce  th e  g re a t p ic s !!

My th a n k s  a g a in  to  th e  c o m m itte e , e s p e c ia lly  M a rk  C ro a t 
w h o  c o -o rd in a te d  m o s t o f th e  e ve n ts  and  th e  f in d in g  o f DJs. 
Dr. D o w n h ill a n d  "S a n d y " s u rp r is e d  th e  S ix th  F o rm  as 
"g u e s t D Js" d u r in g  th e  E a s te r te rm  and  m a d e  a w e lc o m e  
re tu rn  d u r in g  th e  s u m m e r. M y th a n k s  to  th e m  fo r  a l l  th e ir  
e f fo r ts .  M o s t o f a l l  I w o u ld  lik e  to  th a n k  M rs .H u n te r  and  Mr. 
P ro c to r  fo r  th e ir  c o n tin u e d  c o n s is te n t s u p p o r t  in  ru n n in g  
th e  CR and  a l l  th e  s ta f f  (D JB , EGK, GRM R and o th e rs )  
w h o  tu rn e d  o u t to  h e lp  a t v a r io u s  t im e s .

PM V
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Omigod. I can't belieeeeve I've made  
it onto the committee! Coooeeee,
Mr Vallot. T h an k s ! ! ! . .
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THE 2004  CHARITY TRIATHLON

S T R A T H A L LA N 'S  F IR ST EVER TR IATH LO N  W AS H ELD  
ON TH E  9TH  OF MAY. M ISS  S IM E 'S  IN IT IA T IV E  PROVED 
A  HUGE SUCCESS.

A ro u n d  100 p u p ils ,  s ta f f  a n d  p a re n ts  to o k  p a r t  in  th e  
c h a lle n g e  in o rd e r  to  ra is e  m o n e y  fo r  R .E .A .C .H . E ve ry 
a th le te  ca m e  to  ro w , s w im  and  ru n  fo r  a te a m  o r  as an 
in d iv id u a l.  F ro m  th e  y o u n g e s t age  g ro u p  in R ile y  to  th e  
m o s t s e n io r  p u p ils  o f th e  sc h o o l, th e re  w a s  a c h a lle n g e  to  
be face d , w ith  d is ta n c e s  v a ry in g  a c c o rd in g  to  ca te g o ry . We 
w e re  lu c k y  to  be b le s se d  w ith  a c le a r  sk y  b u t no e x tre m e  
h e a t, a n d  w e re  th e re fo re  a b le  to  d is p la y  th e  ro w in g  
m a c h in e s  on th e  p a tio  o f th e  S ix th  F o rm  C e n tre  w h e re  
s p e c ta to rs  c h e e re d  a n d  w a te re d  th e  to u g h  c o m p e tito rs .

IV AND V FORM REELS

B e fo re  I s ta r te d  w r it in g  th is  p iece , I lo o k e d  up th e  m e a n in g  
o f 're e ls ' in  th e  d ic t io n a ry . It s a id : "A liv e ly  fo lk  o r  S c o tt is h  
d a n c e ” ; th e  IV and  V F o rm  re e ls  n ig h t d e f in ite ly  live d  up to  
th is  d e f in it io n . T he  w h o le  n ig h t w a s  a w h ir l  o f m u s ic , 
d a n c in g  a n d  g e n e ra l fu n . T he  m in u te  e ve ry o n e  a rr iv e d , 
m o s t o f th e  g ir ls  had a lre a d y  re m o ve d  th e ir  s h o e s  to  save 
th e ir  fe e t f ro m  th e  m o rn in g  a f te r  b lis te rs .

The  b r i l l ia n t  b and  k e p t th e  m u s ic  f lo w in g  a l l  n ig h t, p la y in g  
t r a d it io n a l m e lo d ie s  th ro u g h o u t  to  ke e p  e ve ry o n e  d a n c in g .

It w a s  good to  se e  a lm o s t  e ve ry o n e  on th e  f lo o r  fo r  each  
d a n ce , a n d  it  w a s  o b v io u s  th a t e ve ry o n e  w a s  h a v in g  a g re a t 
t im e , a lth o u g h  th e re  w e re  m a n y  b le a ry  eyed, s o re - fo o te d  
m e m b e rs  o f th e  IV and  V F o rm  w a n d e r in g  a ro u n d  s c h o o l 
th e  n e x t day.

We a l l  had a w o n d e r fu l n ig h t, and  th a n k s  once  a g a in  m u s t 
be g iven  to  th e  S c o ttis h  band fo r  th e  e x c e lle n t m u s ic , b u t 
e s p e c ia lly  M rs . H a m ilto n  and  th e  o th e r  m e m b e rs  o f s ta f f  w h o  
gave up th e ir  e ven ing  to  e n su re  th a t re e ls  w a s a su cce ss . I 
am  su re  th a t a l l  th e  m e m b e rs  o f IV and V fo rm  w o u ld  a g ree  
w ith  m e  in sa y in g  th a t th e  re e ls  n ig h t w a s  lo ts  o f fu n  and  an 
o cca s io n  th a t w e  w i l l  c e r ta in ly  n o t fo rg e t in  a h u rry .

P a m e la  G a r r a t t

A h u g e  a m o u n t o f p h y s ic a l e f fo r t  and  s w e a t w a s  g e n e ra te d  
th ro u g h o u t  th e  day. T he  F irs t  o v e ra ll boy w a s  G eorge  
M c W ill ia m s  w h ils t  V ick y  D ru m m o n d -H a y  w o n  th e  G ir ls ' 
p r iz e . T he  3 rd  a n d  4 th  F o rm  p r iz e s  w e re  w o n  by Tom  
F le m in g  and  C h a r lo t te  G arven . J a m e s  M a ir  f in is h e d  f ir s t  
R ile y  boy and  R o bynne  S m ith  f i r s t  R ile y  g ir l .  T he  s p le n d id  
b a rb e c u e  lu n c h , c a re fu lly  p re p a re d  a n d  g ra c e fu lly  se rv e d  by 
o u r  C a te r in g  Team , w a s  e n jo ye d  by e ve ry o n e . The  se co nd  
e d it io n  o f th e  K id d ie s ' Race w a s  a su c ce ss , w ith  20 fu tu re  
S tra th a l lia n s ,  aged  2 y e a rs  _  to  10 ye a rs , ta k in g  p a r t .  Ryan 
J o h n s to n  w o n  th e  boys ' p r iz e  a n d  M a ry th  H u n te r  w a s  f ir s t  
g i r l  o v e ra ll.  The  u n d e r -e ig h t 's  p r iz e s  w e n t to  A u re lie  
T h o m p s o n  and  F in la y  S te w a r t  and  th e  u n d e r - f iv e s s  to  S eren  
G o rdon  and  J a k e  O 'M a ra . T he  5 m ile  R oad Race, w h ic h  to o k  
p la c e  th e  n ig h t b e fo re , a t t ra c te d  34 lo c a l a th le te s  and  
p ro v id e d  so m e  e x c it in g  e n te r ta in m e n t on th e  c a m p u s . J o h n  
H a rg re a ve s  and  T ra cey  S ta m p , b o th  fro m  E n e rg y  Z one 
C a rn e g ie  H a r r ie rs ,  w e re  th e  re s p e c tiv e  M a le  and  F e m a le  
w in n e rs . We a re  g ra te fu l to  a l l  th e  a th le te s  fo r  th e ir  
g e n e ro u s  d o n a tio n s .

A ro u n d  £3 ,00 0  w a s  ra is e d  by th e  t r ia th lo n  a lo n e  w h ils t  th e  
e v e r p o p u la r  ra f f le  g e n e ra te d  a b o u t £400. M any th a n k s  to  
th o s e  w h o  d o n a te d  p r iz e s  o r  ca sh  a n d  to  p a re n ts , re la t iv e s  
and  f r ie n d s  w h o  s p o n s o re d  th e  a th le te s .

F a b ie n n e  T h o m p s o n

9 6  I T R I A T H L O N



W O O D F A I R

T h is  y e a r  a t th e  S c o tt is h  W o o d fa ir  w e  e x p e r ie n c e d  a ra n g e  
o f n e w  and  e x c it in g  p ro d u c ts  m a n u fa c tu re d  by m a n y  
d if fe re n t  p ro fe s s io n a l c ra f ts m e n . T he  p ro d u c ts  e x h ib ite d  
ra n g e d  fro m  ta b le s , c h a irs  and  to ys  a n d  even  in c lu d e d  
N im b u s  2000 b ro o m  s t ic k s !  E ve ry p ro fe s s io n a l 
d e s ig n e r /m a n u fa c tu re r  th e re  w a s  v e ry  p a s s io n a te  a b o u t 
th e ir  w o rk  a n d  w e re  h a p p y  to  a n s w e r  a n y  q u e s t io n s  a b o u t 
th e  p ro fe s s io n  th a t w e  had.

T h is  is  th e  se co nd  y e a r th a t  th e  S ch o o l ha s  been  in v ite d  
to  s u b m it  w o rk s  fo r  e x h ib it io n  and  o n ce  a g a in  w e  d is p la y e d  
a n u m b e r  o f h ig h  q u a li ty  p ro d u c ts  fro m  th e  GCSE, H ig h e r 
and  A  le v e l c o u rs e w o rk . We w e re  th e  o n ly  s c h o o l in v ite d  
to  d is p la y  o u r  w o rk ,  w e re  g ive n  a p r im e  s ta n d  n e x t to  th e  

A SH S  g ro u p  a n d  w e re  in vo lved  in a s p e c if ic  p re ss  re le a s e  
w ith  ASH S a n d  th e  G reen  M SP fo r  P e r th  and  K in ro s s ,
Mr. M a rk  R u s k e ll.  A SH S  (A s s o c ia tio n  o f S c o tt is h  H a rd w o o d  
S a w m il le rs l is  a fo u n d a t io n  w h ic h  s u p p o r ts  S c o tt is h  w ood  
re ta ile rs  a n d  c ra f ts m e n  w h o  m a n u fa c tu re  a r te fa c ts  fro m  
S c o tt is h  t im b e r .  The  re a so n  w e  w e re  a ske d  to  be in vo lved  
w ith  th e m  th is  y e a r is  as a d ire c t  re s u lt  o f S tra th a l la n 's

co n n e c tio n  to  th e  W o o d s c h o o l in  th e  B o rd e rs , w h o  a re  
m e m b e rs  o f th e  ASH S g ro u p .

T he  h ig h  q u a li ty  o f th e  p ro d u c ts  th e  S c h o o l had  on d is p la y  
s u rp r is e d  m a n y  m e m b e rs  o f th e  p u b lic  and  p ro fe s s io n a l 
c ra f ts m e n  in  th e  e x h ib it io n . W h e n  th e  P ro vo s t o f P e r th , 
M r.B o b  S co tt v is ite d  o u r  s ta n d  w e  had th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  
d is c u s s  o u r  w o rk  w ith  b o th  h im  a n d  M r R u s k e ll.  They w e re  
b o th  v e ry  im p re s s e d  a n d  in te re s te d  a n d  th e y  m a d e  u s  fe e l 
p ro u d  o f w h a t w e  had a ch ie v e d . O v e ra ll w e  w e re  g iven  m u c h  
e n c o u ra g e m e n t and  s u p p o r t  to  m a in ta in  th e  s ta n d a rd  o f 
h ig h  q u a li ty  p ro d u c ts  w h ic h  have  b een  d is p la y e d  on th e  tw o  
o c c a s io n s  th a t th e  S c h o o l ha s  a tte n d e d . S o m e  o f o u r  p ie c e s  
w e re  a ls o  p h o to g ra p h e d  a n d  m a y  a p p e a r  in  n e x t y e a r 's  
p ro m o t io n a l li te ra tu re .

A tte n d in g  th e  W o o d fa ir  and  d is p la y in g  o u r  w o rk  a lo n g s id e  
p ro fe s s io n a ls  gave  u s  a l l  a lo t  o f e n th u s ia s m  and 
e n c o u ra g e m e n t to w a rd s  D e s ig n  a n d  T e ch n o lo g y  a n d  w e  
v e ry  m u c h  lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  a tte n d in g  a g a in  n e x t year.

M atthew  B rebner and Digby Legge
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It 's  a m a z in g  w h a t a d if fe re n c e  a y e a r m a k e s . L a s t y e a r m y 
p e e rs  w e re  c o n s ta n t ly  s t r u g g l in g  to  s u p p re s s  a g ig g le  o f 
e x c ite m e n t w h e n  it  w a s , a t la s t, th e ir  tu rn  to  go to  th e  b a ll 
la n d  by ’c o n s ta n t ly ' I m e a n  in th e  tw e lv e  m o n th s  p re ce d in g  
it) . By c o n tra s t,  as U p p e r S ix th , w e  sa g e ly  c o m m e n te d  on 
th e  in n o c e n t p le a s u re  th a t th e  yo u n g  w h ip p e rs n a p p e rs  o f 
L o w e r  S ix th  w e re  ta k in g  in th e  ru n  up to  th e  s o c ia l eve n t.

S ad ly , o u r  o ld e r ,  w is e r  and  m o re  s a n g u in e  d e m e a n o u rs  
w e re  n o t s o lid  e n o u g h  to  la s t t i l  th e  f in a l w e e k s  o r  to  s to p  
us g a th e r in g  in e a g e r h u d d le s  to  v ie w  th e  d re s s e s  and  
m a k e -u p  th a t e ve ry o n e  in te n d e d  to  w e a r. A nd  th a t w a s 
ju s t  th e  boys. B o o m  b o o m .

W ith  th e  h ig h  s ta n d a rd s  s e t la s t ye a r, o u r  h u g e  e n jo y m e n t 
in  th e  e ve n in g  w a s  p ro o f th a t M r W a lm s le y  and  h is  te a m  
re a lly  e x c e lle d  th e m s e lv e s . M uch  o f th e  d if fe re n c e  re s u lte d  
fro m  s m a ll b u t d iv in e ly - in s p ire d  ch a n g e s , s u c h  as d r in k s  
in  th e  m u s ic  ro o m  a n d  a b e a u t i fu lly  l i t  p a th w a y  to  th e  
c h a m b e r  o f d e lic a c ie s  Iw h ic h  liv e s  a d o u b le  li fe  as th e  
d in in g  h a ll fo r  364 days o f th e  ye a r) . A s is  t ra d it io n a l,  s ta f f  
and  p u p ils  had a d is g u s t in g  a m o u n t o f fu n  f lin g in g  a b o u t 
to  b o th  "T h e  D a sh in g  W h ite  S e rg e a n t"  and  Van M o r r is o n .

B u t th e  o rg a n is e rs  o u ts tr ip p e d  e x p e c ta tio n s  in th e  
p ic tu re s q u e  fa l l  o f p u re  w h ite  s n o w  th a t s to p p e d  ju s t  b e fo re  
w e  a l l  d e p a r te d . T h u s  no lu d ic ro u s ly  e xp e n s ive  d re ss e s  
w e re  s a c r if ic e d  in  th e  n a m e  o f tu rn in g  th e  F e b ru a ry -g re y  
S tra th a l la n  in to  a w in te r -w o n d e r la n d .  If o n ly  w e  U p p e r 
S ix th  co u ld  f in d  a u n iv e rs ity  w h ic h  p a id  th a t m u c h  a tte n t io n  
to  d e ta il.

Is h b e l M c F a r la n e

i i  staff  and pupils had a disgusting  
am ount  of fun fl inging about  
to both “The Dashing W hite  S e rg e a n t” 
and Van M orr ison  55
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The sch o o l's  ro ck  fe s tiv a l " S tra th s to c k ” m ad e  its  lo n g -a w a ite d  
re tu rn  th is  y e a r a t th e  end  o f th e  s u m m e r  te rm . A lo t o f 
c a re fu l o rg a n is a t io n  and  p la n n in g  w a s  p u t in to  th e  eve n t. 
The  b a n d s  w e re  f in a l ly  g iven  a n e w  p la c e  to  p ra c t is e  in  th e  
m a in  b u ild in g  (m u c h  to  th e  d is m a y  o f th e  p e o p le  th a t lived  
th e re , s o r r y  a b o u t th a t) .  A le x  S m ith  w a s  g ive n  th e  p o s it io n  
o f head  fu n d ra is e r  and  p ro m is e d  n o t to  le t us d o w n . In th e  
sp a ce  o f ju s t  u n d e r  a y e a r he m a n a g e d  to  ra is e  €84 .00  
(w ith  a b it  o f h e lp  fro m  C h r is  M a g u ire  and  B ru c e  L e rm a n , 
m ig h t I add ). B ru c e  w a s  ve ry  keen  to  h e lp  w h e re v e r  he 
c o u ld  and  even to o k  th e  l ib e r ty  o f o rd e r in g  a 2 m e tre  h ig h  
s ta g e  fo r  th a t  a u th e n t ic  s ta d iu m  fe e l. U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  due  
to  s t r ic t  ru le s  on s a fe ty  it  had to  be re tu rn e d  and  w e  w e re  
fo rc e d  to  re s o r t  to  th e  n o rm a l one . D e sp ite  th is  c o lo s s a l 
d is a p p o in tm e n t th e  e ve n t s t i l l  tu rn e d  o u t to  be a 
h u g e  su cce ss .

O ver tw o  h u n d re d  t ic k e ts  w e re  so ld  and  as an in c re a s in g  
n u m b e r  o f p e o p le  p o u re d  in to  th e  th e a tre  th e re  w a s  a 
s tro n g  fe e lin g  o f a p p re h e n s io n  b a c k s ta g e . Tony P e llic c i and 
h is  b and  P o te n t ia l w e re  g iven  th e  d u ty  o f w a rm in g  up th e  
a u d ie n c e  as th e  o p e n in g  a c t. T h is  w a s  n e v e r g o in g  to  be an 
ea sy  ta s k  b u t th e y  tu rn e d  o u t to  be a h u g e  c ro w d -p le a s e r  
w ith  v a r io u s  co v e rs  ra n g in g  fro m  T ra v is  to  E n r iq u e  
Ig le s ia s .T h e y  c e r ta in ly  c a u g h t th e  h e a r ts  o f a fe w  you n g  
g ir ls  in  th e  c ro w d  th a t n ig h t. B ru c e  a n d  C h r is  to o k  th e  
s p o t l ig h t  b e tw e e n  each  se t as D Js, ke e p in g  th e  s p ir i t  a live .

T he  s ta g e  w a s  th e n  ta k e n  by S tra th s to c k  le g e n d s  F e ca l 
M a tte r  I o r  th e  a r t is ts  fo rm e r ly  k n o w n  as T he  M id g e ts  in 
B ik in is ) .  T h e ir  n e w  g u ita r is t  S te v e -0  k n e w  th a t he w o u ld  
have  to  sh in e  to  be a cc e p te d  by F e ca l M a tte r 's  d e d ic a te d  fan 
base , b u t he p ro ve d  h im s e lf  a b and  m e m b e r  to  be p ro u d  of. 
Th e y p e r fo rm e d  a w id e  v a r ie ty  o f p u n k  s o n g s  w h ic h  
re s u lte d  in  a b a tt le  b e tw e e n  s e c u r ity  and  a fre n z y  o f 
m o s h e rs  in th e  c ro w d . The  s e c u r ity  e v e n tu a lly  gave  up and 
jo in e d  in , o n ly  in c re a s in g  th e  m a y h e m .

F e ca l M a tte r  s u rp r is e d  th e  a u d ie n c e  h a lf  w a y  th ro u g h  th e ir  
se t by in v it in g  d e a th  m e ta l ro c k e rs  H e ll L ive  on s ta g e  to  
p e r fo rm  tw o  so n g s . Th e y f i r s t  p e r fo rm e d  one  o f th e ir  ow n  
b a lla d s  "S a u s a g e s "  th a t  had o n ly  b een  w r i t te n  one  w e e k  
p r io r  to  th e  e ve n t. T he  a u d ie n c e  g re a t ly  a p p re c ia te d  th is  
o n e  as it  w a s  a so n g  th a t th e y  co u ld  a l l  p a s s io n a te ly  re la te  
to . It w a s  a ls o  in s p ir in g  to  M r B a rn e s ' k id s  w h o  le f t  th e  
e ve n t w ith  a s k ip  in  th e ir  s te p .
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I
A le x  S m ith  sa n g  h is  h e a r t  o u t and  th e y  to ta lly  ro ck e d , a p a r t  
fro m  a s l ig h t  h ic cu p  in th e  axe  s o lo  d e p a r tm e n t.  T hey th e n  
d id  a D a rk n e s s  co v e r and , n e e d le s s  to  say, s e n t an a lre a d y  
w ild  c ro w d  in to  o rb it .

Euan and  th e  la d s  th e n  re - to o k  th e  s ta g e  to  f in is h  o ff th e ir  
se t. H ig h lig h ts  o f th is  in c lu d e d  th e ir  p ro te s t a g a in s t 
a u th o r ity  w ith  Rage A g a in s t th e  M a c h in e 's  " K i l l in g  In The  
N a m e  O f". T he  a tm o s p h e re  in  th e  c ro w d  had w ith o u t  d o u b t 
re a ch e d  a h ig h .

The  L ic k s  w e re  n e x t on th e  p ro g ra m m e . T h is  w a s  to  be 
th e ir  o n ly  g ig  a t S tra th  as th e y  w o u ld  a l l  be le a v in g  a t th e  
end  o f th e  year. T a k a n o r i s e t th e m  o ff  to  an in c re d ib le  s ta r t  
w ith  a p e r fo rm a n c e  o f Van H a le n 's  g u ita r  so lo  E ru p t io n . N o t 
o n ly  d id  th e y  have th e  c ro w d  ju m p in g ,  b u t th e y  a ls o  
m a n a g e d  to  g e t a fe w  o f th e  te a c h e rs  d a n c in g  w ith  a co u p le  
o f R o ll in g  S to n e s  co v e rs  (no n a m e s  w i l l  be m e n tio n e d ).
A lo n g  w ith  th e s e  ro c k  c la s s ic s  th e y  a ls o  tre a te d  th e  
a u d ie n c e  to  so m e  m o d e rn  n u m b e rs  in c lu d in g  By T he  W ay 
by The  Red H o t C h il l i P e p p e rs . M a jo r  re s p e c t ha s  to  be 
g iven  to  M a rk  M cC u tch e o n  w h o  had  p la ye d  w ith  e ve ry  band 
so fa r  a n d  w a s  s t i l l  ro c k in g  h a rd  on th e  d ru m s  r ig h t  to  th e  
end  o f th e  se t.

F o u r b a n d s  had  ju s t  g ive n  s to rm in g  p e r fo rm a n c e s  a n d  th e  
h e a d lin e rs  had no ch o ice  b u t to  g ive  it  e v e ry th in g  th e y  had.
A s if  th a t w a s n 't  e n o u g h , J a m e s  B o n h a m  had  ju s t  ta k e n  th e  
s ta g e  to  p u ll o ff so m e  re m a rk a b le  d a n ce  m o ve s  to  th e  
th e m e  o f In d ia n a  Jo n e s . H is  e x p lo s iv e  a c t o f s ty le  and 
c h a r is m a  le f t  th e  c ro w d  in  a s tu n n e d  s ile n c e .

P aradox n o w  to o k  th e  s ta g e . The  heavy g ru n g e  vo c a ls  o f 
R obbie  G irvan , th e  m e lo d ic  g u ita r  p la y in g  o f M ax S te w a rt, 
a lo n g  w ith  th e  o u ts ta n d in g  bass p la y in g  o f L in d sa y  W h ite la w  
and th e  m in d  b lo w in g  d ru m m in g  o f Ewan A lla rd y c e  w a s 
u n q u e s tio n a b ly  a c o m b in a tio n  th a t w a s su re  to  p ro d u ce  an 
a m a z in g  show . A nd so th e y  d id  r ig h t th ro u g h  to  th e  end . They 
began  th e ir  ro c k -o u t w ith  S u r f G a lo re , one  o f th e ir  ow n  head 
ba n g in g  b a lla d s . T h is  w a s w e ll rece ived  by th e  crow d , a fa c t 
m ade  a p p a re n t by h o w  c ra zy  th e  m o sh  p it w as. They fo llo w e d  
th is  w ith  a ra n g e  o f ro c k /m e ta l cove rs, a m o n g s t th e m  B la ck  
S ab b a th 's  P a ran o id  and  J im  H e n d r ix 's  P u rp le  haze. D u rin g  
th e ir  se t K a tie  G ibson to o k  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  c row d  su rf. N o t 
s u rp r is in g ly  th e re  w e re  q u ite  a fe w  w ilt in g  h e lp e rs  in  the  
c ro w d . The  re s t o f P a rad o x 's  se t co n s is te d  o f a l l  th e ir  ow n 
songs, p o p u la r  ones be ing  The M ach in e s  A re  C o m in g  to  
D e stro y  You and V a n illa  Sky. The band ended th e  sh o w  w ith  
th e  a u d ie n ce  s c re a m in g  fo r  m o re  and  th e n  p ro v id e d  an 
e nco re . By th e  t im e  th e y  w e re  on th e  la s t ve rse  th e  s ta g e  had 
been invaded  by h a lf th e  c ro w d  as s e c u r ity  lo o ked  on in 
a m u s e m e n t, (g re a t jo b , guys.)

One th in g  th a t w e  have  a l l  le a rn t  f ro m  th is  e ve n t is  th a t 
even  w ith o u t  th e  u se  o f d ru g s  o r  a lc o h o l a t a ro c k  fe s t, you 
can  s t i l l  have  o n e  h e ll o f a t im e .

L ive  li fe  lo u d , vo te  G reen  P a r ty  and  save th e  p e n g u in s .

la in  G re ig
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STRATHALLAN UPPER SIXTH ART SHOW

IT IS NOT OFTEN TH AT B U D D IN G  YOUNG A R T IS TS  HAVE 
TH E  P R IV ILEG E  OR LU C K  TO G AR N ER  ADVIC E A N D  
E N C O U R A G E M E N T FROM TH E M OST EXP ER IE N C E D  A N D  
A C C LA IM E D  A R T IS TS  OF TH E IR  T IM E , B U T  TH IS  WAS 
EXACTLY TH E O P PO R TU N ITY  A FFO R D ED  TH E  S TU D E N TS  
OF TH E  ART D E P A R T M E N T AT S T R A T H A LLA N  SCHOOL, 
W H E N  U P -A N D -C O M IN G  YOUNG P AIN TE R , PAU L R EID , OF 
SCO NE, A N D  W E L L  E S TA B LIS H E D  S CU LPTO R , A LE X A N D E R  
STO D D AR T, W ER E P R E S EN T AT TH E  S HO W IN G  OF TH E 
W O R K OF TH E  SCHOOL'S A  LE V E L P U P ILS .

T he  e x h ib it io n  w a s  o p e ne d  by M r S to d d a rt w h o  gave  a 
s p e e ch  c o n c e rn in g  th e  p h ilo s o p h y  and  e th ic s  o f a r t is t ic  
e n d e a v o u r to  th e  a u d ie n c e  o f p u p ils ,  p a re n ts  and  s ta f f  o f 
th e  sc h o o l. In it, he e xp re s se d  h is  v ie w s  th a t  th e  d e lib e ra te  
s h o c k -m o n g e r in g  ta c t ic s  o f m a n y  m o d e rn  a r t is ts  w e re  a 
c o r ru p t io n  o f th e  tru e  p u rp o s e  o f a r t .

Q u o tin g  P ica sso , w h o  sa id , "I s p e n t m y  e a r ly  y e a rs  t ry in g  to  
d ra w  lik e  an a d u lt ,  and  a l l  m y  li fe  s in c e  th e n  t ry in g  to  d ra w  
lik e  a c h i ld ” , he re a so n e d  th a t c o n te m p o ra ry  p a in te rs  w h o  
m a y  fo llo w  th is  p re m is e  “ fa i l  in  th e  a im  th e y  p u rp o r t  to  
fo l lo w ” as d ra w in g  lik e  a c h ild  n e c e s s a r ily  m e a n s  
a tte m p t in g  to  d ra w  lik e  “ an  a d u lt " .

He w e n t on to  ta lk  o f th e  w o rk s  th a t he had  se e n , in c lu d in g  
n o t o n ly  th o s e  by th e  U p p e r S ix th  p u p ils  b u t a ls o  by yo u n g e r 
c o lle a g u e s  s it t in g  A S ' le v e l a n d  GCSEs, and  re m a rk e d  th a t 
th e y  s h o w e d  an " a d m ira b le  and  m o v in g  a tte m p t to  th ro w  o ff 
c h i ld is h  w a y s "  w h ic h  led  h im  to  e x p re s s  th e  h ope  th a t th e ir  
c re a to rs  w o u ld  go on to  c o n tin u e  th e ir  o b je c tiv e  s e a rc h  fo r  
p e r fe c t io n  th ro u g h  a r t .

A le x a n d e r S to d d a rt is  a b o u t to  c o m m e n c e  a c o m m is s io n e d  
s c u lp tu re  o f e c o n o m is t, A d a m  S m ith , to  s ta n d  o p p o s ite  th e  
C ity  C h a m b e rs  in  E d in b u rg h 's  R oya l M ile . P a u l R e id , w h o  
w a s  th e  s u b je c t o f an A le v e l p ro je c t by p u p il Is h b e l 
M c F a rla n e , is  c u r r e n t ly  e x h ib it in g  n e w  w o rk  a t E d in b u rg h 's  
S c o tt is h  G a lle ry , D u n d a s  S tre e t.

P ic tu re d  a re  A le x a n d e r  S to d d a rt ,  P a u l R e id  a n d  Is h b e l 
M c F a rla n e  b e s id e  Is h b e l's  A -L e v e l c o u rs e w o rk  w o o d c u t 
o f th e  v ie w  o f E d in b u rg h  fro m  C a lto n  H il l.

Is h b e l M c F a r la n e

FASHION SHOW EXTRAVAGANZA

On W e d n e sd a y , F e b ru a ry  13, 2004, S tra th a l la n  p u p ils  
d e liv e re d  fu n , f la s h  fa s h io n s  d u r in g  th e  V a le n tin e s  F a sh io n  
S ho w  E x tra va g a n za  a t S tr a th a l la n  S ch o o l. T he  n ig h t w a s  
f u l l  o f g la m o u r  and  e x c ite m e n t p ro fe s s io n a lly  p ro d u ce d  and  
o rg a n is e d  by th e  in c re d ib ly  ta le n te d  M iss  L a u rie .

P u p ils  o f a l l  a g e s  b e ca m e  m o d e ls  fo r  th e  n ig h t s t r u t t in g  
d o w n  th e  c a tw a lk  w e a r in g  fa s h io n s  w h ic h  in c lu d e d  
e v e ry th in g  fro m  c a s u a l to  fo rm a l,  a lo n g  w ith  so m e  
in c re d ib le  B a l l g o w n s  and  so m e  m is m a tc h e d  c lo th e s  
th ro w n  in  fo r  fu n .

F a sh io n s  a n d  a c c e s s o r ie s  w e re  p ro v id e d  fro m  a n u m b e r  o f 
lo c a l c lo th in g  s to re s . T he  p a r t ic ip a t in g  s to re s  w e re : 
M cE w e n 's  o f P e r th , B u r to n s , D o ro th y  P e rk in s , N e w  L o o k 
and  B ay T ra d in g . T he  g ir ls  o f W o o d la n d s  a n d  T h o rn b a n k  
a ls o  c re a te d  so m e  d a z z lin g  o u t f its  fo r  th e  n ig h t a lo n g  w ith  
k n it t in g  s c a rv e s  a l l  o f w h ic h  s o ld  o u t.

To add  m o re  e x c ite m e n t to  th e  “ V a le n t in e "  F a sh io n  S ho w  
E x tra va g a n za , im m e d ia te ly  fo llo w in g  th e  b re a k  th e re  w a s  a 
c h a n ce  to  p u rc h a s e  ra f f le  t ic k e ts  w ith  p r iz e s  b e in g  d o n a te d  
by a n u m b e r  o f s o u rc e s . A lt  m o n e y  ra is e d  fro m  th e  e ve n in g  
w a s  g ive n  to  R a ch e l H o u se , a c h a r ity  th a t S tra th a l la n  h o ld s  
c lo s e  to  its  h e a rt.

C L
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B U R N S ’ S U P P E R

B U R N S ’ SUPPER

W ith  o n ly  2 h o u rs  n o tic e  D r S a lis b u ry  s te p p e d  in to  th e  
vo id  le f t  by M r K ilp a t r ic k  w h o  had been c a lle d  away.
D r S a lis b u ry 's  h ila r io u s ,  o f f - th e - c u f f  jo k e s  w e re  w e ll 
re ce ive d  by a ll ,  a n d  r iv a lle d  even K ilp ie 's  th e a t r ic a l ta le n ts .

M r Du B o u la y  a s to u n d e d  us, y e t a g a in , w ith  h is  h ila r io u s  
jo k e s  a n d  even  m a n a g e d  to  s l ip  in  a re fe re n c e  to  E lv is  
P re s le y  and  J im i H e n d r ix  d u r in g  h is  im m o r ta l M e m o ry  o f 
R o b e r t B u rn s . T h a n k  g o o d n e s s  it  w a s n 't  an im m o ra l 
m e m o ry . A s M r Du B o u la y  u n ra v e lle d  B u rn s ' w o m a n is in g  
w a ys  a n d  c o m p le x  in te llig e n c e  one  c o u ld n 't  h e lp  b u t d ra w  
p a ra lle ls  w ith  th e  fa m o u s  S co t a n d  th e  s p e a k e r  h im s e lf .

D u n ca n  L a w so n  gave  a p o lis h e d  p e r fo rm a n c e  as he p iped  
th e  h a g g is  in  and  G re g o r D u n ca n  p ro d u ce d  a f in e  A d d re s s  
to  th e  H a g g is .

J a k e 's  e v id e n t e x p e r ie n c e  o f th e  fe m a le  ra c e  s h o n e  as 
he to a s te d  th e  L a ss ie s . He im p a r te d  h is  w o rd s  o f w is d o m  
to  us fe m a le s , w h o , a n g e re d  by a n y  c r it ic is m ,  g re a tly  
a p p re c ia te d  L o u is e 's  w it ty  re p ly . L o u is e  lis te d  m a n y  ru le s  
o f th e  fe m a le , a lo n g  th e  l in e s  o f "w h e n  a w o m a n  says  no 
th a n k  you  sh e  re a lly  m e a n s  yes  p le a s e " . She le f t  a l l  th e  
g ir ls  in  th e  ro o m  in s t itc h e s  as sh e  f in a l ly  p u t L a ch ie  
S te w a r t in  h is  p la c e , and  le f t  th e  o th e r  g e n tle m e n  in th e  
ro o m  m o re  th a n  s l ig h t ly  b e m u s e d .

C a tr io n a  M a r tin , M rs  M c F a rta n e  and  Jo sh  W r ig h t 's  s tu n n in g  
v o ice s  gave  o u r  s id e s  a re s t as g o o s e b u m p s  to o k  th e  p la ce  
o f la u g h te r.

Tom  H ine  m a d e  a p e rs o n a l to a s t to  S tra th a l la n  g iv in g  us 
an in s ig h t to  so m e  o f F re e la n d 's  m o re  u n u s u a l c h a ra c te rs  
(c h ie fly  M cG ru ff] and  a llo w e d  us so m e  t im e  to  re f le c t  on 
h o w  lu c k y  w e  a re  to  be a p a r t  o f su ch  a liv e ly  c o m m u n ity .

T h e n  th e re  w a s  M r B a r n e s .........M r B a rn e s  a s to u n d e d  us
w ith  so m e  u n u s u a l g o ss ip  a b o u t Tom  and a c e r ta in  k itc h e n  
w o rk e r  (w h ic h  tu rn e d  o u t to  be an a m u s in g  h o a x] and 
c o n tin u e d  th e  tre n d  o f a m u s in g  s p e e ch e s . H is , h o w e v e r, 
had an u n d e r ly in g  m e s sa g e  th a t  w e  s h o u ld  a l l  e m b ra c e  o u r  
c o m m itm e n ts .

G e orge  M c W ill ia m s , Tasha S m ith , M e l Fo rde  and  M ic h a e l 
S egaud  p la ye d  a m u s ic a l re n d it io n  o f a S co ts  so n g  on th e ir  
f id d le s  a c c o m p a n ie d  by th e  m u s ic a lly  ta le n te d  L isa  B u ll,  
and  Is h b e l M c F a r la n e  ro u n d e d  o ff  a p e r fe c t e ve n in g  w ith  
a f la w le s s , e n te r ta in in g  re c ita l o f Tam  O 'S h a n te r.

B e c k y  J o h n s to n e

STRATHMORE CHALLENGE 2004

A s u s u a l, th e  e ve n t w a s  w e ll  a tte n d e d  by a b o u t a dozen  
te a m s  fro m  s c h o o ls  in  th e  T ays ide , A n g u s  and  F ife  
re g io n s . T h is  ye a r, th e  c h a lle n g e  had  a sp a ce  th e m e  and 
te a m s  had to  b u ild  "s p a c e  ro v e rs ” . T h e se  ro b o ts  th e n  
had  to  be p ro g ra m m e d  to  b re a k  o u t o f a la n d in g  
p la t fo rm  and  n a v ig a te  an o b s ta c le -s tre w n  te r ra in  
to w a rd s  a l ig h t  s o u rc e  u s in g  o n ly  s e n s o rs  to  g u id e  th e m .

S tra th a l la n  e n te re d  th re e  te a m s  th is  ye a r, Team  A 
c o n s is te d  o f A s h le y  P a le d i, R ud i M cK ay, Tom  M y le s  and 
O liv e r S te v e n s o n . Team  B c o m p r is e d  M a rk  B re b n e r,
A ils a  T u rn b u ll,  P ho e b e  S h a w -S te w a r t and  L u cy  
D ru m m o n d -H a y . Team  C 's m e m b e rs  w e re  S te fa n  P re tty , 
R ebecca  D a lg e tty , G e m m a  C hance  and  N ic k  M illa r .

It w a s  an e x c it in g  day in  w h ic h  M a rk  B re b n e r  c a lm ly  led 
h is  te a m  to  th e  p o s it io n  o f R u n n e rs -U p . Team  A a ls o  
a ch ie ve d  a s p e c ia l m e n tio n  by th e  ju d g e s  fo r  th e ir  
e x c e lle n t fo c u s  and  te a m w o rk .

H ere  a re  th e  ru n n e rs  u p :-

A ils a  T u rn b u ll,  L u cy  D ru m m o n d -H a y , M a rk  B re b n e r  and  
P ho e b e  S h a w  S te w a rt
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FORENSIC SCIENCE TASTER DAY: 
THE STAG NIGHT MURDER

F in g e rp r in ts ,  h a ir  s a m p le s , c e m e n t d u s t a n d  s u s p ic io u s  
c h e m ic a ls  in  th e  w in e . T h e se  a re  so m e  o f th e  c lu e s  th a t 
e le ve n  p u p ils  had to  e x a m in e  d u r in g  an a fte rn o o n  a t 
A b e rta y  U n iv e rs ity  in  D u n de e , g e tt in g  a ta s te  o f w h a t 
fo re n s ic  s c ie n c e  is  a l l  a b o u t.

The  m o c k  m u rd e r  w a s  s ta g e d  d u r in g  a s ta g  n ig h t p a r ty  and 
red  h e r r in g s  a lo n g  th e  w a y  in c lu d e d  so m e o n e  e ls e 's  sa liv a  
tra c e s  on th e  lip s  o f th e  v ic t im ,  a w in e  a lle rg y  and  a 
c o m p le x  s e t o f re la t io n s h ip s  a n d  m o tiv e s . D e sp ite  a l l  th is , 
th e  p u p ils  d id  a g re a t jo b  in  b re a k in g  d o w n  th e  e v id e n c e  and 
ca m e  up w ith  so m e  in te re s t in g  a n s w e rs  to  th e  p ro b le m s  
pose d  by th e  case .

JG

LOWER SIXTH FORM BIOLOGY FIELD TR IP  
TO THE ISLE OF CUMBRAE

T he  h u sh e d  e x c ite m e n t d u r in g  th e  2 h o u r  jo u rn e y  to  
M il lp o r t  on th e  Is le  o f C u m b ra e  w a s  n o t e n t ire ly  d u e  to  th e  
a n t ic ip a t io n  o f c o u n tin g  p e r iw in k le s ,  n o r  th e  n ig h t ly  d o se s  
o f s ta t is t ic s .  The  l i te r a r y  e ve n t o f th e  y e a r had  o c c u rre d  
o v e rn ig h t;  th e  re le a s e  o f th e  n e x t H a rry  P o tte r  b o o k.

S oon e n o u g h , h o w e v e r, w e  w e re  o u t on th e  s h o re . J u re 's  
p a ss io n  fo r  a l l  th in g s  s l im y  fo rc e d  J o e l o u t o f h is  d o rm  fo r  
th e  e n t ire ty  o f th e  w e e k e n d . T h is  d id n 't  a p p ly  to  e ve ry o n e , 
th o u g h ; J a m e s  m a n a g e d  to  lo c k  h im s e lf  in to  h is  ro o m  fo r  
p a r t  o f o n e  e x p e r im e n t.  O llie , h is  ro o m  m a te , in s is te d  he 
had n o th in g  to  do w ith  it.

E a r ly  s ta r ts  w e re  n o t e a g e r ly  a n t ic ip a te d  by e ve ry o n e , PM V 
in c lu d e d . B u t on S un d a y, fo llo w in g  in v e s t ig a t io n s  on 
s h e lte re d  a n d  e xp o se d  s h o re s , th e  t r a d it io n a l c y c le  to u r  o f 
th e  is la n d  c o m m e n c e d . S om e  o f th e  m o re  a d v e n te ro u s  
p u p ils  m a d e  th e  t r ip  by ta n d e m . Even M r  a n d  M rs  G o d d a rd  
to o k  th is  ro m a n tic  o p tio n  fo r  p a r t  o f th e  way.

The  la s t day sa w  u s  b o a rd  a re s e a rc h  b oa t to  t r a w l th e  
b o tto m  o f th e  sea  fo r  a l l  th in g s  liv in g . A l l  o f us poke d  
a ro u n d  in  th e  s p ra w lin g  m a s s  o f f is h , sea  u rc h in s , s ta r f is h  
a n d  c ra b s . One f is h  even  a s s a u lte d  O llie  as i t  w a s  g iv e n  its  
f re e d o m  by H e le n .

T e n n is  fro m  W im b le d o n  on th e  ra d io  a cc o m p a n ie d  u s  on th e  
re tu rn  jo u rn e y  b a ck  to  S tra th  b e fo re  w e  f in a l ly  c o lla s p s e d , 
lo o k in g  a n d  s m e ll in g  w o rs e  th a n  th e  G o ld  D o f E t re k k e rs .

6 th  F o rm  B io lo g y  P u p is
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ALLAN AN D R E W  A R NE IL

A L L A N  A R N E IL , AN HONORARY GOVERNOR OF THE 
SCHOOL, DIED OF A  BR A IN  TUM OUR IN JU N E  TH IS  YEAR.

He ca m e  to  S tra th a l la n  in  1948, h a v in g  c o m p le te d  h is  
p r im a ry  e d u c a tio n  in E gyp t w h e re  h is  fa th e r 's  w o rk  had 
ta k e n  th e  fa m ily  in  th e  p o s t w a r  ye a rs .

A t F o rg a n d e n n y  he w a s  a b le  to  in d u lg e  to  th e  f u l l  h is  
love  o f s p o r t  and  he re p re s e n te d  th e  s c h o o l a t e ve ry  
s p o r t  e xce p t s w im m in g . He w a s  H o u se  c a p ta in  o f 
F re e la n d , v ic e -c a p ta in  o f R u g by and  c a p ta in  o f h o ckey  
a n d  te n n is .  C le a r ly  th is  d o e s  n o t leave  to o  m u c h  t im e  
fo r  a c a d e m ic  a f fa ir s  a nd , w ith  an im p is h  g r in ,  he w o u ld  
a d m it  th a t  he g e n e ra lly  s c ra p e d  th ro u g h  w ith  51% . 
S u ff ic e  to  say  he w a s  a w a rd e d  th e  H o u s to n  M e d a l fo r  
a l l  ro u n d  a c h ie v e m e n t.

B ase d  in  E d in b u rg h , A la n  q u a lif ie d  as a C h a rte re d  
Q u a n tity  S u rve yo r. A fte r  g a in in g  e x p e r ie n c e  e ls e w h e re  he 
jo in e d  th e  w e l l  k n o w n  b u ild in g  c o n tra c to rs ,  P e te r  W a lk e r  
G rou p , w ith  w h o m  he w a s  to  sp e n d  th e  re m a in d e r  o f h is  
c a re e r, re t ir in g  as m a n a g in g  d ir e c to r  o f P e te r  W a lk e r 
C o n s tru c t io n  L td . D u r in g  th is  t im e  he w e n t th ro u g h  
th e  c h a ir  o f th e  E d in b u rg h  D is t r ic t  M a s te r  B u ild e rs  
A s s o c ia tio n  a n d  se rve d  on th e  b o a rd  o f T e lfo rd  C o lle g e  
fo r  n e a r ly  tw e n ty  ye a rs .

He re ta in e d  h is  in te re s t  in  ru g b y  th ro u g h o u t h is  life , 
p la y in g  fo r  m a n y  y e a rs  as a m e m b e r  o f a s tro n g  
E d in b u rg h  W a n d e re rs  XV in  th e  la te  1950 's  a n d  60 's . So 
c o m p re h e n s iv e  w e re  h is  s k i l ls  he w a s  se le c te d  in e ve ry 
p o s it io n  in  th e  b a ck s  a t so m e  s ta g e !

H is  p la y in g  days ove r, he, ty p ic a lly , se rve d  on c o m m itte e , 
c u lm in a t in g  w ith  th re e  y e a rs  as P re s id e n t o f th e  c lu b .
He g o lfe d  ke e n ly  a t B ru n ts f ie ld  a n d  a t E lie , a to w n  fo r  
w h ic h  he and  h is  fa m ily  had a p a r t ic u la r  a f fe c tio n .

A lla n  w a s  a p p o in te d  to  th e  B o a rd  o f G o v e rn o rs  o f 
S tr a th a l la n  in 1984 and  b e ca m e  C o n v e n o r o f th e  H o u se  
and  G ro u n d s  c o m m itte e  su b s e q u e n tly . The  b e n e f it  o f h is  
p ro fe s s io n a l s k i l ls  and  c o m m e rc ia l e xp e r ie n c e  w a s  
f re e ly  g iven  a n d  o f in o rd in a te  v a lu e  to  th e  s c h o o l d u r in g  
w h a t w a s  a p a r t ic u la r ly  a c tiv e  p h a se  in  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t 
and  u p g ra d in g  o f th e  b u il t  e s ta te . He w a s  d e lig h te d  to  be 
a p p o in te d  an H o n o ra ry  G o v e rn o r on h is  re t ir e m e n t fro m  
th e  b o a rd  in 2002.

A lla n  w a s  b le s se d  w ith  a v e ry  s tro n g  C h r is t ia n  fa ith  and 
w a s  m u c h  in vo lve d  in h is  lo c a l c h u rc h  in  C o rs to rp h in e  
w h e re  he w a s  an e ld e r  fo r  t h i r t y  ye a rs .

In s u c h  an e x tra o rd in a r i ly  f u l l  and  b u sy  li fe ,  o n e  co u ld  
have  e x p e c te d  A lla n  to  be c o n s ta n t ly  ru s h in g  o r  have 
d if f ic u lty  in  f i t t in g  a l l  h is  c o m m itm e n ts  in to  p la c e  and 
to  g ive  e a ch  o f th e m  th e  a t te n t io n  th e y  re q u ire d . The  
o p p o s ite  w a s  tru e .
He w a s  a lw a ys  p ro m p t;  he w a s  c o u rte o u s , c h e e r fu l,  
re l ia b le  -  and  g re a t fu n . T h e re  w e re n 't  m a n y  d u ll 
m o m e n ts  w h e n  he w a s  a ro u n d ! W ith  A lla n 's  p a ss in g  w e  
have  lo s t a g e n tle m a n  in  e ve ry  se n s e  o f th e  w o rd  and  a 
g ood  f r ie n d .

He is  s u rv iv e d  by K a th e r in e , h is  w ife  o f fo r ty  ye a rs , 
a n d  by a so n  and  a d a u g h te r.

J W  D in s m o re

ROBERT CHISHOLM STARK.

B ob S ta rk  d ie d  o f c a n c e r , a ged  49, in  J u ly  2004. He le ft 
S tr a th a l la n  in 1972, h a v in g  b een  h o u se  C a p ta in  o f N ic o l, 
S c h o o l C a p ta in  a n d  D ux. He w e n t to  P e m b ro k e  C o lle g e , 
C a m b rid g e , w h e re  he re a d  H is to ry  and  th e n  A rc h a e o lo g y  
and  A n th ro p o lo g y . A f te r  C a m b rid g e , he w e n t to  S a n d h u rs t 
w h e re  he w a s  a w a rd e d  th e  C o m m a n d a n t's  M e d a l. He to o k  a 
S h o r t  S e rv ice  c o m m is s io n  w ith  th e  D u ke  o f W e llin g to n 's  
re g im e n t,  s e rv in g  in  N o r th e rn  Ire la n d . G e rm a n y  and 
C anada . He th e n  tra in e d  as a la w y e r  in  C h e s te r C o lle g e  o f 
L a w  and  in 1986 jo in e d  a f i r m  o f s o l ic ito rs  in  B u ry  St 
E d m u n d s . He le a v e s  b e h in d  h is  w ife  Jo  a n d  h is  c h ild re n  
A n n a b e ll 16) and  H e n ry t 13). B o th  h is  fa th e r  J o h n  and  h is  
b ro th e r  Ian a re  S tra th a l lia n s .

TCGF.

SRP LYLE.

SRP Lyle , k n o w n  as Syd o r  P at, d ie d  th is  year. He w a s  one  o f 
th e  k in d e s t o f m e n ; o n e  o f th re e  b ro th e rs , a l l  S tra th a l l ia n s  
a nd , a t o n e  s ta g e , a l l  a t S tr a th a lla n  a t th e  sa m e  tim e .

On le a v in g  s c h o o l in  1942, he b e ca m e  a N a va l o f f ic e r ,  
s e rv in g  in d e s tro y e rs , m a in ly  in  th e  A d r ia t ic .  A fte rw a rd s  
he q u a lif ie d  as a CA., b u t p re fe r re d  to  w o rk  in  c o m m e rc e .

He b e ca m e  an e n th u s ia s tic  s k ie r  a n d  is  m u c h  m is se d  
by h is  f r ie n d s .

I.F.
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COLONEL 
TOM DODD

Tom  w a s  b o rn  in 
G a lveston , Texas in 
1923 and  b ro u g h t up in 
A la b a m a . W hen  h is 
fa th e r  w a s  pos ted  to  
L lo yd 's  o f L o ndon  Tom  
a cco m p a n ie d  h is 
p a re n ts  and  w a s  se n t 
to  S tra th a lla n  in 1936, 

re m a in in g  th e re  u n t i l  th e y  w e re  e vacua ted  on th e  o u tb re a k  
o f w ar. He d e s c rib e d  h is  t im e  in F o rg a n d e n n y  as am o n g  
th e  h a p p ie s t y e a rs  o f h is  life .

On re tu rn in g  to  th e  s ta te s , he e n ro lle d  a t S ew anee M il ita ry  
A ca d e m y in T ennessee  and  w a s c o m m is s io n e d  in 1941.

H is  f i r s t  ta s te  o f a c tio n  w a s  to  be la n d e d  on O m aha 
b each  on D -D a y  +11. A t th e  age o f 19, he to o k  c o m m a n d  
o f h is  C o m p a n y  and  w a s  p ro m o te d  to  C a p ta in . D u r in g  th e  
G e rm a n  re tre a t to  th e  M o s e lle  he w a s  w o u n d e d  by 
s h ra p n e l.  On h is  re tu rn  to  th e  f ro n t  he w a s  re c o n n o itr in g  
th e  a re a  in  f ro n t  o f h is  c o m p a n y 's  p o s it io n  to  e s ta b lis h  a 
w e ll c o n c e a le d  ro u te  fo r  th e  m o rn in g 's  a t ta c k  and ,

s p o tte d  by a G e rm a n  p a tro l,  he d is lo c a te d  h is  s h o u ld e r  
ju m p in g  fro m  a b a lc o n y  to  a vo id  c a p tu re . He m a d e  good 
h is  e sca pe , is su e d  h is  p la n  o f a t ta c k  and  e xe c u te d  it 
e ffe c tiv e ly  b e fo re  b e in g  e va c u a te d  to  th e  Rear. He 
re m a in e d  in c o m m a n d  o f th e  co m p a n y  u n t i l  th e  end  o f 
th e  w a r. A t th e  age  o f 21, n o t o n ly  w a s  he a C a p ta in , b u t 
had been  a w a rd e d  tw o  P u rp le  H e a rts .

A f te r  6 m o n th s  co n v a le s c e n c e  in  E l P aso, he re tu rn e d  to  
S e rv ice . In th e  e a r ly  1950s he w a s  a p p o in te d  to  M il i ta ry  
In te ll ig e n c e  D u tie s  in  Ja p a n , w h e re  he and  h is  w ife  o f 52 
y e a rs , K a th ry n  G race , w e re  m a r r ie d .  A  v a r ie ty  o f 
In te ll ig e n c e  jo b s  fo llo w e d . A fte r  S ta ff C o lle g e  he had  tw o  
to u rs  o f d u ty  in  V ie tn a m , c o m m a n d in g  th e  L a m  Son 
N a tio n a l T ra in in g  C e n tre , n o w  w ith  th e  ra n k  o f C o lo n e l. 
He re t ire d  a f te r  28 y e a rs  o f se rv ic e  in  th e  US A rm y .

H e th e n  to o k  a d e g re e  a t S o u th  W e s t Texas S ta te  
U n iv e rs ity . He g ra d u a te d  in 1976 and  to o k  a te a c h in g  
p o s t a t M a d iso n  H ig h  S c h o o l in  San A n to n io , Texas.
T h e re  he b e ca m e  an e n th u s ia s tic  s u p p o r te r  o f th e  
"L a d y  M a u s " an a l l  g i r l  s o c c e r  te a m , u n t i l  h is  re t ir e m e n t 
in  1990.

Tom  le a ve s  h is  w ife , th re e  so n s , tw o  d a u g h te rs  and  
fo u r  g ra n d c h ild re n .

■ ■■ ■■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

JAMES A. 
MCINTYRE

Ja m e s  M c In ty re  d ied  in 
A u g u s t 2004 aged 77. He 
w a s  b o rn  in to  a fa rm in g  
fa m ily  n e a r S tra n ra e r  and 
a tte n d e d  S tra th a lla n  fro m  
1 9 39-1944 , w h e re  he 
d is t in g u is h e d  h im s e lf  by 
p la y in g  fo r  th e  1st XV fo r  
tw o  y e a rs  and  b e co m in g  
A th le t ic s  C h a m p io n  in 

1944. He w a s  se le c te d  to  do a s h o rt U n iv e rs ity  C o u rse  fo r  
p o te n t ia l o f f ic e rs  a n d  a tte n d e d  Q ueen 's  C o lle g e , O xfo rd . 
C o m m is s io n e d  in to  th e  12 th  Royal L a n c e rs  in  1946, he sa w  
s e rv ic e  in P a le s tin e . The  o ffe r  by L o rd  S ta ir  o f th e  pos t o f 
F a rm s  M a n a g e r a t B a lk e r  proved ir re s is t ib le  and  he 
re tu rn e d  to  W ig to w n s h ire  on d e m o b ilis a tio n  in 1948. 
S u b s e q u e n tly  he a cce p te d  th e  te n a n cy  o f B a rb e th  F a rm , 
w h ic h  he la te r  b o u g h t in  1956. A h e rd  o f 120 m ilk in g  cow s 
e lim in a te d  th e  p o s s ib il ity  o f a T ie - in '.

N e v e r o n e  to  s h ir k  a c h a lle n g e , he s e rv e d  on th e  N a t io n a l 
F a rm e rs  U n io n  fo r  S c o tla n d  fro m  1 9 6 2-19 7 3 , s e rv in g  as 
P re s id e n t in  1969/70 . D u r in g  th is  t im e  he a d v ise d

G o v e rn m e n t M in is te rs  on th e  e ffe c ts  on  a g r ic u ltu re  o f 
jo in in g  th e  EEC and w a s  h e a v ily  in vo lve d  in  th e  c a m p a ig n  to  
e ra d ic a te  B ov in e  B ru c e llo s is .  He w a s  a d ir e c to r  o f th e  NFU 
M u tu a l In s u ra n c e  s o c ie ty  and  a key  f ig u re  in  th e  S c o tt is h  
M ilk  M a rk e t in g  B o a rd . H is  m a n a g e r ia l s k i l ls  w e re  u t il is e d  
by th e  D u m fr ie s  a n d  G a llo w a y  H e a lth  B o a rd  o f w h ic h  he 
b e ca m e  c h a irm a n ; s im ila r ly  he w a s  a key  f ig u re  in  th e  
E n te rp r is e  N e tw o rk .

F o r h is  m a n y  c o n tr ib u t io n s  to  s o c ie ty , he w a s  c re a te d  a 
K n ig h t o f S t Jo h n .

He w a s  a li fe lo n g  a rd e n t c u r le r ,  h a v in g  a ls o  c a p ta in e d  
W ig to w n s h ire  RFC fo r  tw o  y e a rs  p r io r  to  m a r ry in g  H ilm a  
in  1953, w h o  s u rv iv e s  h im  as do th e ir  th re e  c h i ld re n ,  H e le n , 
K a re n  and  Ian , th is  la s t an  o u ts ta n d in g  m e m b e r  o f th e  
e x c e lle n t S tra th a l la n  XV o f 1975, a n d  seven  g ra n d c h ild re n . 
M c In ty re  w a s  an a c c o m p lis h e d  a n d  w it ty  a f te r  d in n e r  
s p e a k e r, a ta le n t  w h ic h  he u se d  to  g ood  e ffe c t w h e n  he 
w a s  P re s id e n t o f th e  S tra th a l l ia n  C lu b  in  1977/8 .

L a t te r ly  he w a s  in v o lv e d  w ith  th e  O rd e r o f S t Jo h n , ra is in g  
fu n d s  fo r  th e  P a llia t iv e  C a re  U n it in  S tra n ra e r . H is  w id e ly  
a tte n d e d  fu n e ra l w a s  h e ld  a t K irk c o lm  P a r is h  c h u rc h , 
w h e re  he had  been  an e ld e r  fo r  45 y e a rs  a n d  had  se rv e d  as 
a se s s io n  c le rk .
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DR LYNDSAY JAN MACLENNAN  
(NEE GRANT) MBCHB MRCGP DRCOG DFFP

{T H O R N B A N K  '9 2 ), D IED TR A G IC ALLY  A N D  UN EXPEC TEDLY 
ON TH E  U T H  JU LY 2 004  D U R IN G  HER F IR ST PREGNANCY.

F ro m  a S e rv ice s  b a c k g ro u n d , L yn d sa y  a r r iv e d  a t R ile y  in 
1985 a sh y  and  re s e rv e d  yo u n g  g ir l  w h o  w o u ld  la te r  leave  
T h o rn b a n k  in 1992 h a v in g  m a d e  th e  t ra n s it io n  to  s u c c e s s fu l 
H ead o f H o u se  a n d  h a v in g  g a in e d  3 A s in  h e r  A  le v e ls . A t 
th a t t im e  sh e  had h e a de d  a te a m  w h o  w e re  d e s c r ib e d  by 
Lyn S m ith  in  h e r  H o u se  re p o r t  o f th a t y e a r as "a n  e x c e lle n t 
g ro u p  th ro u g h o u t  th e ir  t im e  a t S tra th a l la n ,  and  as th e  
w o m e n  o f th e  fu tu re  w ith  th e ir  fo r th r ig h tn e s s ,  in te llig e n c e  
a n d  p e rs o n a lit ie s , th e y  w i l l  be a fo rc e  to  be re c k o n e d  w ith " .  
T h e re a fte r ,  L yn d sa y w a s  a lw a y s  to  a c k n o w le d g e  th a t she  
had th o ro u g h ly  e n jo ye d  h e r  t im e  a t th e  S ch o o l an d , d e s p ite  
h e r  s e lf-c o n fe s s e d  d re a d  o f an y  fo rm  o f o u td o o r  s p o r t in g  
a c t iv ity  on a co ld  P e r th s h ire  day, n e v e rth e le s s , she  had 
p a r t ic ip a te d  fu lly  in  a w id e  s p e c tru m  o f o th e r  a c t iv it ie s  and 
had even g a in e d  m e m b e rs h ip  o f th e  3 rd  XI h o ck e y  te a m ! 
S tra th a l la n  had  d one  h e r  p ro u d  and sh e  had d o n e  lik e w is e  
fo r  S tra th a lla n .

T h e re  fo llo w e d  5 y e a rs  a t m e d ic a l s c h o o l in  G la sg o w  fro m  
w h e re  sh e  g ra d u a te d  in 1997. D u r in g  th o s e  s tu d e n t y e a rs  
sh e  u n d e r to o k  2 e le c tiv e  p e r io d s  in  m is s io n  h o s p ita ls  in 
Saba (M a la ys ia ] and  D u rb a n , e x p e r ie n c e s  w h ic h  
s u b s e q u e n t ly  k in d le d  a love  fo r  w o r ld w id e  t ra v e l and 
a d v e n tu re . F o llo w in g  g ra d u a tio n , L yn d sa y c o m p le te d  h e r 
p o s tg ra d u a te  t ra in in g  in and  a ro u n d  S t ir l in g  b e fo re  e n te r in g  
GP p a r tn e rs h ip  in  B a th g a te  in 2001 w h e re  she  w a s  to  
in s p ire  th e  re s p e c t and  d eep  a ffe c t io n  o f h e r  p a t ie n ts  and 
co lle a g u e s . She w o rk e d  d o g g e d ly  to  im p ro v e  s ta n d a rd s  o f 
t ra in in g  in th e  P ra c tic e  as w e ll  as a s s is t in g  to  p u sh  to w a rd s  
th e  q u a lif ic a t io n  o f a Q u a lity  P ra c tic e  A w a rd .

Of even  g re a te r  im p o r ta n c e  d u r in g  th o s e  p o s t-s c h o o l y e a rs  
Lyn d sa y had m e t up a g a in  w ith  G ra h a m  M a c L e n n a n  (H ead 
o f R u thve n  19921. T h e ir  re la t io n s h ip  b lo s s o m e d  in to  love 
and  w a s  f in a l ly  ce m e n te d  by th e ir  m a r r ia g e  in  2002.

T h o se , th e n , a re  th e  fa c ts  b u t th e y  do l i t t le  to  d e s c r ib e  
Lyn d sa y as an in d iv id u a l,  fo r  it  w a s  h e r  p e rs o n a lity  and 
p e rs o n a l a t t r ib u te s  w h ic h  m a d e  h e r  s ta n d  o u t f ro m  th e  
c ro w d , a s ta r  b u t w ith o u t  th e  g lit te r .  She re m a in e d  
th ro u g h o u t h e r  li fe  u n a s s u m in g , q u ie t and  m o d e s t b u t she  
a ls o  p o ss e s se d  a c a lm  d e te rm in a tio n  to  see  th in g s  th ro u g h  
to  th e ir  a p p ro p r ia te  c o n c lu s io n . M o re o v e r, h e r  p e rp e tu a l 
s m ile ,  d ig n ity , c la r ity  o f th o u g h t and  p ro fo u n d  co m m o n  
se n se  e n c o u ra g e d  o p t im is m  and c o n fid e n c e  in  th o se  
a ro u n d  her. L yn d sa y 's  a t t i tu d e  and  d e m e a n o u r  to u c h e d  
e ve ry o n e  sh e  e n c o u n te re d  and  w e  a re  a l l  c h a n g e d  fo r  th e  
b e t te r  by th e  e xp e r ie n c e  o f k n o w in g  her. The  e x tra o rd in a ry  
n u m b e r  and  q u a lity  o f e n tr ie s  in  h e r  b o o k  o f c o n d o le n c e s  a t 
h e r  P ra c tic e  b e a r te s t im o n y  to  th e  love  sh e  e n g e n d e re d  in 
h e r  s h o r t  t im e  in B a th g a te .

As a lo v in g  w ife , d e vo te d  d a u g h te r  a n d  s is te r  (E uan -  
R u thve n  88, A ils a  -  T h o rn b a n k  98] and  e x te n d e d  fa m ily  
m e m b e r, L yn d sa y w a s  ju s t  th a t  w e e  b it sp e c ia l. H e r se n se  
o f h u m o u r ,  c a r in g  n a tu re  and  th o u g h t fu ln e s s  sh o n e  th ro u g h  
in e v e ry th in g  sh e  d id  and  sh e  w a s  th e  m o s t lo y a l and 
t r u s tw o r th y  o f f r ie n d s  a n d  c o lle a g u e s . Q u ite  s im p ly ,  she  
w a s  a lo v e ly  la d y  in e ve ry  se n se  o f th e  w o rd  a n d  w e  w e re  
p r iv ile g e d  to  s h a re  h e r li fe .  In h e r  m a r r ia g e  to  G ra h a m  and 
w ith in  h e r fa m ily  sh e  fo u n d  h e r  o w n  b le s s in g s  o f t ru e  love 
and  d e vo tio n  and  fo r  th a t w e  g ive  th a n k s . L yn d sa y w i l l  be 
t r u ly  m is s e d  and  w i l l  a lw a y s  be re m e m b e re d  w ith  love and 
a ffe c t io n  by a l l  th o s e  w h o  k n e w  her.

E u a n  J G ra n t  (R u th v e n  88)

M a r r ie d  to  A is l in g  and  w ith  tw in  2 y e a r o ld  boys, Euan 
w a s  a p p o in te d  H ead G re e n k e e p e r o f th e  O ld C o u rse  a t 
S t A n d re w s  on 1 A p r i l  2004.
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GAVIN VERNON AND THE STONE 
OF DESTINY.

TH E DEATH OF GAVIN VER N O N , AGED 77, IN  M ARCH 2004  
B R IN G S  INTO FOCUS ONE OF TH E MORE IN TE R E S T IN G  
ESCAPADES OF TH E  20TH  CENTURY.

In 1296 E d w a rd  L o n g s h a n k s  re m o ve d  th e  S to n e  o f D e s tiny , 
u pon  w h ic h  th e  H igh  K in g s  o f S c o tla n d  had been c ro w n e d  
a nd  had  it  ta k e n  to  L o n d o n . R e co ve rin g  th e  S to n e  w a s  
re g a rd e d  as a m a t te r  o f n a t io n a l p r id e .

In 1950, fo u r  yo u n g  S co ts  d e c id e d  to  ta k e  m a tte rs  in to  th e ir  
o w n  h a n d s . T h re e  o f th e m  w e re  G la sg o w  U n iv e rs ity  
s tu d e n ts . Ian H a m ilto n , la te r  to  be an e m in e n t QC, in v ite d  
G avin  V e rn o n  to  jo in  h im , w h o  in tu rn  in v ite d  a fe llo w  
S tra th a l l ia n  A la n  S tu a r t .  T he  fo u r th  m e m b e r  w a s  Kay 
M a th e s o n , a d o m e s tic  s c ie n c e  te a c h e r, w h o  la te r  c o n fe ss e d  
a d eep  a d m ira t io n  fo r  H a m ilto n . V e rn o n  w a s  a c h a ra c te r  
to  w h o m  a c h a lle n g e  w a s  ir re s is t ib le .  A t sc h o o l, he had 
b u il t  ra d io s , w h ic h  w e re  s t r ic t ly  fo rb id d e n , fo r  use  in  h is  
d o rm ito ry ,  as w e l l  as e q u ip m e n t to  p re -e m p t d e te c t io n  by 
a p p ro a c h in g  a u th o r ity .  He w e n t on to  re a d  E le c tr ic a l 
E n g in e e r in g , h a v in g  d o n e  h is  N a t io n a l S e rv ice .

A lth o u g h  a l l  fo u r  b e lo n g e d  to  'T h e  C o ve n a n t', a H o m e  R u le  
S o c ie ty , n o n e  o f th e m  b e ca m e  in vo lve d  in  th e  S c o tt is h  
N a t io n a lis t  P a rty , even  th o u g h  th e ir  a c tio n  w a s  to  be a 
s y m b o l o f it. Th e y fe lt  th a t s o m e th in g  had to  be d o n e  and  
th e y  e n jo ye d  th e  t h r i l l  o f s u c h  an a f f ro n t  to  th e  E n g lis h  
E s ta b lis h m e n t.

H a v ing  b een  fu n d e d  by a G la sg o w  b u s in e s s m a n  
s y m p a th is e r ,  th e y  s e t o f f  fo r  L o n d o n  in tw o  c a rs . Th e y 
v is ite d  W e s tm in s te r  A bb e y  and  in s p e c te d  th e  C o ro n a tio n  
C h a ir, w h ic h  h o u se d  th e  S to n e  o f D e s tin y , a f te r  w h ic h  th e y  
a d jo u rn e d  fo r  a c o u n c il o f W a r in  Lyo n 's  C o rn e r  H ouse .
A l l  a g re e d  w ith  V e rn o n  th a t  th e y  s h o u ld  have  a b a sh '.

In th e  la te  a f te rn o o n , V e rn o n  a n d  H a m ilto n  re tu rn e d  to  th e  
A bb e y  and  h id  u n t i l  it  c lo se d  a t 6 .15. H a m ilto n  w a s 
d is co ve re d  by th e  n ig h t  w a tc h m a n  b u t m a n a g e d  to  ta lk  h is  
w a y  o u t. T he  n e x t m o rn in g , C h r is tm a s  Eve, V e rn o n  and  
S tu a r t  re tu rn e d  a n d  g o t in to  c o n v e rs a tio n  w ith  th e  
A rc h d e a c o n  d u r in g  w h ic h  th e y  fo r tu ito u s ly  g le a n e d  
in fo rm a t io n  a b o u t th e  n ig h t w a tc h m e n 's  s h if ts .

E a r ly  on C h r is tm a s  M o rn in g , th e  th re e  m e n  e n te re d  th e  
A bb e y  v ia  a b u ild e r 's  ya rd  a n d  used  a je m m y  to  e n te r  P o e t's  
C o rn e r. H a v ing  re a ch e d  th e ir  t a r g e t , w ith  c o n s id e ra b le  
d if f ic u lty ,  th e y  e x tra c te d  th e  4001b s to n e  fro m  th e  
C o ro n a tio n  C h a ir  b u t in  th e  p ro c e s s  d ro p p e d  it, b re a k in g  it 
in to  tw o  p ie ce s . H a m ilto n  c a r r ie d  th e  s m a lle r  p iece  to  th e  
c a r  in  w h ic h  K ay M a th e s o n  w a s  w a it in g , w h i ls t  th e  tw o  
S tra th a l l ia n s  d ra g g e d  o u t th e  la rg e r  p iece  on H a m ilto n 's  
co a t. The  s m a lle r  p ie ce  w a s  p la n te d  in  th e  b o o t. M e a n w h ile  
M a th e s o n  had se e n  th e  g lin t  o f a p o lic e m a n 's  h e lm e t u n d e r 
a g a s lig h t,  so  to  d iv e r t  a t te n t io n  sh e  e n g a g e d  H a m ilto n  in  a 
lo v e rs ' c l in c h . T he  k in d  h e a rte d  p o lic e m a n  ca m e  ove r, 
e n g a g e d  th e  'lo v e rs ' in  c o n v e rs a tio n  and  o ffe re d  th e m  a 
c ig a re tte .  N o is e s  in  th e  a b b ey  d iv e rte d  th e  a t te n t io n  o f th e  
la w , b u t he a cc e p te d  th a t  n o th in g  w a s  a m is s . The  c a r  th e n  
d ro ve  o ff. H a m ilto n  g o t o u t in  V ic to r ia  a n d  le f t  M a th e s o n  in 
th e  f i r s t  c a r  w h i ls t  he w a lk e d  b a ck  to  th e  A bbey. H aving  
re -e s ta b lis h e d  c o n ta c t w ith  th e  S tra th a l lia n  d uo , b e tw e e n  
th e m  th e y  heaved  th e  la rg e r  p a r t  o f th e  s to n e  in to  th e  
s e c o n d  c a r  w h ic h  sa g g e d  a la rm in g ly .

Tw o m a n y  c lu e s  had been le f t  fo r  c o m fo r t  so V e rn o n  h e aded  
fo r  R ugby; H a m ilto n  and  S tu a r t  d e p o s ite d  th e  la rg e r  s to n e  
in  K e n t, w h i ls t  M a th e s o n  d e p o s ite d  th e  s m a lle r  w ith  a 
fr ie n d  in  th e  M id la n d s .

F o r th e  f ir s t  t im e  fo r  400  y e a rs  th e  S c o tt is h  b o rd e r  w a s  
c lo s e d ; G e o rg e V lth  re p r im a n d e d  th e  D ean fo r  s u c h  an 
o u tra g e  a n d  c o n s id e ra b le  p o li t ic a l p re s s u re  w a s  p u t on th e  
P o lic e  In s p e c to r  re s p o n s ib le  fo r  th e  ca se  to  f in d  th e  fe lo n s . 
U lt im a te ly  no c h a rg e s  w e re  p re ss e d  fo r  fe a r  o f c re a tin g  
p o li t ic a l m a r ty rs .  M e a n w h ile , it  w o u ld  a p p e a r  th a t  H a m ilto n  
re tr ie v e d  th e  tw o  p a r ts  o f th e  S to n e , had it  re p a ire d  and 
re tu rn e d  it  in  s e c re t to  th e  H igh  A lta r  in  th e  ru in s  o f 
A rb ro a th , sce n e  o f th e  D e c la ra tio n  o f A rb ro a th .

T he  s e a rc h  fo r  b o th  th e  c u lp r i t s  a n d  th e  S to n e  w e n t on fo r  
se v e ra l m o n th s . T he  c u n n in g  H ig h la n d e r  Kay M a th e s o n , 
w h e n  b e in g  q u e s tio n e d  by th e  p o lic e  a t h e r  h o m e  in W e s te r 
R oss, w a s  a ske d  w h e re  th e  s to n e  w a s  h id d e n . S he re p lie d  
th a t  it  w a s  in  th e  P ea t B og  . T he  p o lic e  fa ile d  to  f in d  th e  
S to n e  b u t th e  M a th e s o n s  d id  n o t have  to  c u t a n y  p e a t th a t 
year. R a th e r m o re  g ra c io u s ly , G avin  V e rn o n  re tu rn e d  to  
W e s tm in s te r  A bb e y  on C h r is tm a s  Eve 2000; th e  A bbey 
w a s  o p e n e d  s p e c ia lly  a n d  he w a s  g re e te d  w ith  th e  w o rd s  
W e lco m e  b a ck  M r V e rn o n !'



V A L E T E  04

S T R A T H A L L I A N  2 0 0 3 - 0 4

FIR S T N AM E S U R N A M E YEAR HOUSE A D M  DATE

A m a n d a  A B ro w S4 W o o d la n d s 0 3 /0 7 /0 4
L isa B u ll S6 W o o d la n d s 0 3 /0 7 /0 4
R a c h e lM D avies S6 W o o d la n d s 0 3 /0 7 /0 4
L a u re n D e m p s te r S6 W o o d la n d s 0 3 /0 7 /0 4
Lana  K G a rr io c k S6 W o o d la n d s 0 3 /0 7 /0 4
X iao Hu S6 W o o d la n d s 0 3 /0 7 /0 4
C hen J in S6 W o o d la n d s 0 3 /0 7 /0 4
A nn e K e lly S6 W o o d la n d s 0 3 /0 7 /0 4
J e n n ife r  H e le n L a m o n t S6 W o o d la n d s 0 3 /0 7 /0 4
M ic h e lle  B L e s lie S6 W o o d la n d s 0 3 /0 7 /0 4
K a tie  B L yb u rn S6 W o o d la n d s 0 3 /0 7 /0 4
Is h b e l M M c F a rla n e S6 W o o d la n d s 0 3 /0 7 /0 4
L a u ra  L  G M a c k ie S6 W o o d la n d s 0 3 /0 7 /0 4
Tanya L R eid S6 W o o d la n d s 0 3 /0 7 /0 4
E m m a  C R hodes S6 W o o d la n d s 0 3 /0 7 /0 4
H e le n  G S co tt S3 W o o d la n d s 2 0 /0 1 /0 4
R o s e m a ry  E S ta n fo rd S4 W o o d la n d s 0 3 /0 7 /0 4
R h ia n n a  F A T e r re l l S6 W o o d la n d s 0 3 /0 7 /0 4
E k a te r in a  A U s tin o va S2 W o o d la n d s 0 3 /0 7 /0 4
L o u is e  P W a lla ce S6 W o o d la n d s 0 3 /0 7 /0 4
L ina W eng S6 W o o d la n d s 0 3 /0 7 /0 4



Business is all about relationships
Start building a business relationship today

In business, dealing with the right people is essential. 
People who are willing and able to develop a real 
understanding of your needs. People whose expertise 
represents a real asset for you.

People like our business managers.
We have an experienced business banking team in 
Perth. You'll find we're committed to supporting

industry across the region through the development of 
strong, long-term real relationships.

So take the first step and get in touch with a 
Clydesdale Bank business manager today. Contact 
Peter Carpenter or any of his team at Clydesdale Bank, 
Business Banking Centre, 23 South Methven Street, 
Perth or telephone 01738 624085.

w w w .C B o n lin e .c o .u k
Clydesdale Bank is part of the National A ustra lia  Bank Group, 
one o f the la rgest financia l services groups in the w orld . 
Clydesdale Bank PLC. Registered in Scotland (No. SC001111). 
Registered Office: 30 St V incent Place, Glasgow, G1 2HL. 
EC923b

Clydesdale Bank
Tailored Financial Solutions

make your
schoo1smiie

By offering a range of services from catering and 

housekeeping to  grounds maintenance, Sodexho 

is improving the daily quality o f life in schools 

This can cut staff turnover, enhance academic 

performance and enhance your school’s reputation

- which means not only more contented staff and 

pupils but a happier, healthier look to your finances.

Call 0141 779 8200
*  *  *

Sodexho
-----SCOTLAND----

Catering and Support Services

http://www.CBonline.co.uk


HARLEY 
HADDOW

C o n s u l t i n g  E n g i n e e r s
Farm F a r m h o u s e  

b e d  A N D  

B r e a k f a s t

We are proud of our long 

association with Strathallan School 

as Consulting Structural Engineers 

for many of their building projects.

M o d e r n  g r o u n d -f l o o r  b u n g a l o w ,

A L L  R O O M S  T W I N  E N -S U IT E .

L o u n g e  /  D i n i n g  R o o m  f o r  g u e s t s ’ u s e  o n l y . 

6  M ILES  S O U T H  O F  P E R T H ,

S I T U A T E D  O N  T H E  B 9 3 5 ,

HALF A MILE FROM STRATHALLAN.

8 Coates Crescent, 
Edinburgh EH3 7BY 
Tel: 0131 226 3331 
Fax: 0131 226 2563

e-mail: edin@harleyhaddow.com 
Website: www.harleyhaddow.com

Also at Glasgow and Surrey

Man Fothcringliam

Craighall Farm 
Forgaridennv 

Perth 
PH2 9DK

Tel: 01738812415

Chesters 
of) St Andrews

J^eliverinc) the S/)iff/)crc//ce

C h e s te rs  o f S t A n d re w s  a re  P u rv e y o rs  o f Q u a lity  
Fine Foods. L u x u ry  H a m p e rs , E xc lu s ive  W in e s , th e  
F in es t H o m e -G ro w n  P roduce an d  H a n d m a d e  G ift  
C o n fe c tio n e ry  w h ich  In c lu d es  B iscu its , C h o c o la te s , 
F ru itc a k e s , P res e rv e s , C h u tn e y s , M u s ta rd s , H and  
C o o ked  P o ta to  C risps, O ils , C h e e s e s , S m o k e d  
S a lm o n  and lo ts  m o re . S tra ig h t  fro m  th e  fa rm  to  
y o u r d o o r, d e liv e rin g  th e  b es t q u a lity  p ro d u c ts  and  
s e rv ic e  re fle c tin g  all th a t  is good in th e  Food  
In d u s try . W e  a lso  o ffe r  o w n  p e rs o n a lis a tio n  fo r  th a t  
e x tra  spec ia l u n iq u e  lab e l.

F o r  d e ta ils  o f  o u r  fu ll r a n g e  p le a s e  c o n ta c t :

S tu a rt and  Jacqueline Raeside
C h e s te rs  o f S t A n d re w s
C h e s te rs  F a rm , S t A n d re w s  K Y 16  8L Z  S C O TL A N D  
T -  0 1 3 3 4  4 7 6 1 2 1  F- 0 1 3 3 4  4 7 7 3 3 0  
s a le s @ c h e s te rs o fs ta n d re w s .c o .u k  
w  w w . c h e s te rs o fs ta  nd re w s .c o . u k 
R ef: S S . l l

U.K. St C ontinental Travel

Greenbank Road, Glenfarg, PERTH, PH2 9NW 

Tel: 01577 830360 Rix: 01577 830599

E mail: earnside@aol.com

trXVfUll

mailto:edin@harleyhaddow.com
http://www.harleyhaddow.com
mailto:sales@chestersofstandrews.co.uk
mailto:earnside@aol.com


fOU BECOME 
OFFICER IS 

V O P T O Y O O

For more ioformotion coll

08456001485
or visit www.scottishsoldier.co.uk

You have several routes:
4 ' ARMY SIXTH-FORM SCHOLARSHIP 

WELBECK DEFENCE SIXTH FORM COLLEGE 
♦  GAP YEAR COMMISSION  
4* ARMY UNDERGRADUATE BURSARY 
4> UNIVERSITY OFFICERS' TRAINING CORPS 
4> REGULAR ARMY DIRECT ENTRY 
•S' TERRITORIAL ARMY OFFICERS' COURSE 
Your choice!

BE THE BEST BE THE BEST

http://www.scottishsoldier.co.uk


S tra th a lla n  School 
Forgandenny, Perth  PH 2 9EG  
w w w .s tra th a llan .co .u k

http://www.strathallan.co.uk

