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2 1 CAPTAINS

CAPTAINS OF SCHOOL

Iremember Mr. Barnes telling all the prefects at the
beginning of September 2003 just how quickly our final year
at Strathallan would pass. And the year certainly has flown
by. Having been so busy with sport, music, drama and all
the other activities which the school offers, on top of

Imost importantly of course! the huge workload which
accompanied us throughout the year, it really has been

a memorable finalyear for me. I'm sure | also speak for

the majority of the Upper Sixth leavers. To have been

in my position during this year has been a challenging and
thoroughly rewarding experience, and it has been a privilege
to do this in such a dynamic environment as Strath.

To everyone that has left with me, thank you for everything
and good luck in the future. To everyone that is still at
Strath, take all opportunities you get - do not let yourself
pass through the school without making the most of it.

It is a cliche to say that the more you put into something
the more you get out of it, but this really is the case at
Strathallan.

Thanks to everyone.

Tom Hine

My final year at Strath left
no day unfilled and when |
look back through my
seven years it was this
last one that | definitely
got the most out of. On
recalling when Mr
Thompson first invited me
to take on the position as
Head Girl was only able
to stare back at him
blankly saying "...You want
me?" I certainly hope that, over the year, | developed and
grew into the job, facing a diverse range of situations with a
new-found confidence. | have to admit | failed my very first
task; to keep my appointment a secret, as once Tracey had
heard the news it was common knowledge in seconds.

Being able to see how the school ran both from a staff and
a pupil perspective was an invaluable experience and made
me realise how fortunate everyone at Strath is. The weekly
meetings Tom and | had with Mr Barnes usually opened
with "So, folks. What's the word on the street?” but the fact
that he already knew everything we told him proves the
genuine concern staff have for pupils.

I could not imagine being happier at any other school over
the seven years, but being Head Girt during your final year
is no easy role. You have to face A levels, university
applications and all the related decisions that come with the
position. My advice to A-L and Malcolm is remember to be

yourself, help each other out and as long as you have the
support of your friends they'll help when things are manic.

Throughout the year one thing | realised was that when
pupils didn't enjoy Strath as much as most it was often
because they didn't get involved with the many things that
this unique school offers. So, to all the new pupils in Riley
and Senior school Iwould say - just get stuck in and you'll
find it impossible not to have some of the funnest years.

Having had the summer of my life in Australia with Strath
hockey and having been at Uni now for a month | realise
how much of a great start | had going to Strath. I'll never
forget all my amazing experiences; from travelling to
Venice to being able to gossip with pupils from all years,
using the excuse "I'm finding the word on the street", | also
realise that the friends I made I'll never lose touch with

Iso guys don't be too upset at Valedictory).

I cannot end without giving special thanks to Mr Thompson,
Mr Barnes and Mr and Mrs Fleming who gave me so much
kind advice when lwas faced with complicated decisions.
Mr. Keir, Mr. Ross and Tommo also helped me and looked
out for me all the way through school. But mostly | thank
my friends in my year. | had many a laugh with the prefects
who were always so willing to read in chapel (well done,
Cookiel and | especially thank Anna, Tracey, Helen, Emma,
Jo, Gayle, Lauren, Katie, Sarah and Rachel as I don't think |
could have had nearly such a great time without their /
constant support and days filled with laughter.

Becky Johnstone
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STAFF NOTES

THE DEATH OF TREVOR STEVENS CAST A SHADOW OVER
ALL STAFF ISSUES DURING THE COURSE OF THE
ACADEMIC YEAR 2003/2004.

An appreciation of Trevor's contribution appears elsewhere
in the Strathallian and it is clear that he has been and will
be greatly missed. On a positive note, we congratulate lain
Kilpatrick on his appointment as Headmaster of
Beaconhurst School, lain has spent ten years teaching

at Strathallan during which he has made a significant
contribution to the English Department, and has for four
years been Housemaster of Simpson where the boys have
greatly benefited from his interest and commitment. In
addition in his role as Expressive Arts Coordinator he has
been central to the continued development of theatre at
Strathallan and the recent series of Musicals, particularly
Les Miserables, is clear testament to the major influence
he has had in this area. Generations of Strathallians have
benefited from Ken Dutton's wisdom, patience and
understanding in the Chemistry Department. With his
retirement he relinquishes the distinguished position of
longest serving member of staff and his contribution has
been much appreciated by pupils and staff. Mike Wilson
has also been with us for some time and the support he
has provided in the Design & Technology Department and
in a more obvious way his outstanding contributions to the
theatre and also to the Navy Section of the CCF have been
much appreciated. The final member of a long serving
triumvirate is Roy Sneddon who has made a major
contribution to the Mathematics Department and latterly
has put a huge amount of time and effort into planning and
preparation of the Duke of Edinburgh Award in his role as
Award Officer. George Elliott, a Scot from New Zealand,
taught in the Mathematics Department for two terms, also
tutoring in Freeland and helping with outdoor pursuits.

Keith Legge's experience in the myriad demands of the
Bursar's role at Strathallan should equip him well for his
new role as Chief Executive of the Scottish Youth Hostels
Association. The Bursar's role is one of the hardest to
describe but any appreciation of Keith [and one appears

elsewhere in these pages] must acknowledge that his
contribution went far beyond even the wide ranging remit
which is normally seen in the role. He has been an
outstanding supporter of all aspects of the school.

Major Anthony Glasgow joined us at the beginning of August
as Bursar fresh from the Royal Engineers. Anthony
attended Dollar Academy and Heriot Watt University before
joining the Army. He is a qualified Civil Engineer. He was

a Scottish Schools, Universities and Students International
Rugby player who regularly represented the Army and the
Combined Services as well as playing senior District rugby.
Roger Quick who is a qualified teacher and has been a
professional musician joins us from the parish of St Paul's,
Ireland Wood as Chaplain. Roger has a degree in Music and
a degree in Theology from the University of Leeds. We look
forward to his contribution not only in Chapel but also to
the Music Department. Richard Parker who has been Head
of Design & Technology and boarding Housemaster at the
Royal Russell School, Croydon has joined the Design &
Technology Department and will take over Simpson House
at Christmas on the departure of lain Kilpatrick. Richard
was educated at Exeter University, has a particular interest
in outdoor activities and is looking forward to a wider range
of opportunities in this area than was provided by Croydon.
Fiona MacBain also comes from teaching experience in
London via Glasgow to join the Chemistry Department. She
took a degree in Bio-Chemistry from the University of
Oxford and in addition to her teaching has recently run her
own business. She will also be taking over the Navy
Section. The Mathematics Department has two new
members, Miriam Hanks and Elizabeth Duncan. Miriam has
been teaching at Ratcliffe College and has a particular
interest in outdoor activities. Elizabeth has just completed
her first year of teaching at Boroughmuir High School and
was previously a residential tutor at St Leonard's. She will
also be helping with the swim team. Catherine Howett has
moved from the world of Marketing and took a degree at
Stirling University having decided to become an English
teacher. She joins us to cover Abi Tod's teaching for the
course of this year. Our annual teaching assistant from
Eastern Europe this year is lon Politu who is a teacher

of English and lItalian in his native Moldova where he has
been teaching for three years after taking a degree at
Moldova State University. He will be helping with EAL and
will be resident tutor in Simpson House. We also welcome
Marie-Noelle Coates to the French Department where she
will cover for Marie-Laure Crane during her maternity
leave. On lain Kilpatrick's departure at Christmas Mary
Robertson-Burnett will take over his English timetable

and also his role as Director of the Expressive Arts. Mary
has a degree in English Literature from Oxford University
and considerable experience in Drama and Music.

BKT
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VALETE

- A.L.K. DUTTON

K.G. LEGGE

A.L.K. DUTTON

KEN DUTTON CAME TO

STRATHALLAN IN 1970

AND THE MATHEMATICIANS

AMONGST US WILL BY NOW

HAVE WORKED OUT THAT

HE HAS BEEN AT THE
SCHOOL FOR AN AMAZING 34 YEARS, WHICH MUST MAKE
HIM ONE OF THE LONGEST SERVING MEMBERS OF STAFF,
IF NOT THE LONGEST SERVING MEMBER OF STAFF,
CERTAINLY OF RECENT YEARS.

He came to teach chemistry and junior science. His lessons
have always been extremely well prepared, with painstaking
effort given to the fine details of chemical processes, and a
wealth of background knowledge built up over the years.
Ken was the first member of the science staff to make use
of computer technology in the classroom and his overhead
projector slides have been an inspiration to many pupils
over the years. However all those who were fortunate
enough to have been taught by him will remember the
amount of fun that he incorporated into his time in the
chemistry department. IHow many remember uncle
bumping granules and constipated acid?)

Ken has contributed to the life of Strathallan in many other
ways. He was a senior Tutor in Riley, working with Philip
Hewson for many years. He has also tutored in Nicol and
been attached to Simpson house.

He introduced electronics to the school and used his skill
and knowledge to run a highly popular activity. As an
extension to his flair in this area, he designed the lighting
in the old lecture theatre.

There is no doubt that one of Ken's great interests was the
Corps. He was in charge of the army section, before running
the R.A.F. section with P. Barker. He regularly attended
summer camps with the corps, which were enjoyed and
fondly remembered by all those who attended them.

On the sporting field he was a rugby coach for twenty-five
years and was considered an expert at "place kicking”.

He coached cricket for all of the thirty-four years he spent
at school, concentrating on third form cricket for the last

twenty years. How many first eleven cricket captains were
given their love of the game by the expert instruction and

guidance given to them in their early years by A.L.K.D.?

lam sure that all at Strathallan and generations who have
left will join me in thanking Ken for all his hard work over
the years. He has been a loyal and supportive colleague and
will be missed, not only by the chemistry department but
also by all his many friends on the staff. We wish both him
and Christine a very long, happy and healthy retirement.

EWH

MAJOR K.G. LEGGE
BURSAR 1995 - 2004

IF YOU WERE TO READ THE

"JOB DESCRIPTION" WHICH

WAS CIRCULATED FOR THE

BURSAR'S REPLACEMENT

YOU MIGHT BE FORGIVEN
FOR THINKING IT WOULD ALL BE TOO MUCH FOR ONE
MAN, AND SO IT MIGHT BE FOR A PERSON WITH LESS
ENERGY, SENSE OF COMMITMENT AND CAPACITY FOR
HARD WORK THAN MAJOR LEGGE.

In nine years at the School there has been a cultural
change in the way in which Bursars have to work,
resulting in large part from government legislation and
the expectations of parents and staff. One day the Bursar
may be negotiating a building contract, and the very next
day putting a case to a union representative; meanwhile
the Health and Safety officer has unexpectedly arrived, his
secretary put her head round the door to say that Mrs.
Noodle has rung up yet again to complain that the knob on
her front door has still not been fixed and to complete the
day the janitor reports that the main boiler is about to run
out of oil. All such happenings Keith seemed to take in his
stride and deal with them cheerfully, efficiently and,
where he thought appropriate, toughly.

The Bursar, whilst ultimately responsible to the Governors
is, on a daily basis, accountable to the Headmaster. It is
never easy to sustain the trust of both parties, but Keith
has managed to do so and moreover has willingly stepped
into any gap that he felt needed filling, particularly
recognising the importance of the social aspects of living in
such a community. Doubtless his wide experience in the
Army and the ever willing and loyal support of his wife
Felicity, made such undertakings second nature.

It is the oldest joke on the circuit, that of the teaching staff
returning from their long summer holiday, looking bronzed
and fit, (welt, some of them anywayl and muttering about
the Bursar for not having cut the grass in the back
paddock. The Bursar has, of course, been trying to
complete an impossible maintenance programme and at
the same time fulfil the governors' policy of making
maximum use of the capital plant by generating income
from letting the premises for as many weeks as possible.
Again Keith has done all this very successfully.

I have no doubt that Keith will be just as committed to his
new position as Chief Executive to the Scottish Youth
Hostels' Association and for which he leaves with our very
best wishes. l also have no doubt that as a near neighbour
to the School and with his wife continuing to work as
Admissions' secretary in the School he will keep in touch.
It takes a long time to find one's way around a Victorian
estate and | bet it will not be long before the new Bursar
is asking for Keith's help. I know it will be gladly given,
for such is the nature of the man.

C.D.P.
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WILSON

ROY SNEDDON

"THE CAPTAIN”

Mike and Eva Wilson arrived at Strathallan after Mike had
retired as an engineer in the Royal Navy to take up a
position as technician in the D.T. department. He had joined
H.M.S. Ganges at 15 and some 25 years later it was our
luck that he came ashore at Strathallan. He carried in his
kit bag an enviable and impressively varied experience
together with a whole range of talents and a personality
which had been honed by naval discipline and tradition and
which had been enriched by many a 'run on shore'.

It was not long before he was utilising his instructor's ticket by
doing some teaching in the department and by assisting in the
Naval section of the C.C.F. After the arrival of M.V, Strathallan,
Mike was to be found, at all hours, stripping the engine,
painting the bilges and whatever else a retired engineer from
the Royal Navy does to a Captain's launch to get her purring
up and down the Firth of Forth. Many pupils enjoyed their day
out on board and many sailors and divers are indebted to

Mike for the time the craft spent as their 'safety boat'.

During the past 10 years, Mike developed nothing short

of a missionary zeal to get pupils to prepare the sets for

the school plays. His stealthy way of persuading pupils who
were, by and large, 'excess to requirement' on the games
field to wish to learn how to build a set and then to take a
fierce pride in what they had achieved was quite a trick to
watch. Not only did many audiences enjoy these sets but
also many stage hands experienced a sense of responsibility
and satisfaction greater than they had found anywhere else.

Mike and Eva are athoroughly decent and generous couple.
Generations of Riley pupils will have enjoyed Eva's birthday
cakes without ever knowing that they were of her making
and many will remember Mike's patience and enthusiasm
and have reason to be grateful. Whether climbing Munros,
setting off on foot to follow the coastline of Scotland,
sharing his D.LY. skills or having a couple in the bar, life for
Mike has always been a series of opportunities. His
retirement from Strath is just another one of these.

"Slip and proceed!"

AT

ROY SNEDDON

Roy joined the Maths department at Strathallan in 1987
from a remand home for young offenders at Lendrick Muir
near Muckhart. (How long was his sentence? Ed] From the
sublime to the ridiculous! Or should that be the other way
round? He played a full part in school life here not least as
a tutor in Riley. "Cool Roy" lhe wore black shades in the
summer] policed corridors of Riley for 10 years before
hanging up his guns, and during that time he beat all that
Riley had to offer on the chess board and most of the main
school as well, largely due to the computer he used to
practise against into the "wee sma' hours" at home. He was
really quite a whizz at chess and passed on his enthusiasm
to all who would take him on. He took over the running of
the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme in 2001, a huge
undertaking, and latterly ran it virtually unaided. Camping
out in the wilds of Scotland seems a young man's game to
me but | suppose in beautiful weather - it has been known
up here - there is a certain attraction. Roy was happy to be
there come rain or shine, even at the tender age of 60. He
has also been running the badminton with me for the past
seven years. In the Autumn term when Iwould be on the
rugby field he organised the boys' badminton and did a
great job of teaching them how to short serve and "threaten
the net". We also did school duty together on a Wednesday
night and lalways looked forward to meeting up after prep
and doing awander around the grounds looking for
wildebeest in the dark. Why wildebeast | hear you ask?
Well, we could only get so close and then they would turn
and run in the direction of the school pond. I got to know
Roy quite well as a result of those Wednesday nights. He
lived a very interesting life and without giving away any
confidences, it is sufficient to say | was fascinated by his
accounts of days gone by told with much humour and self-
effacement. We still have the odd game of snooker where |
duly get thrashed and he has recently bought a Taylor
acoustic guitar - you need to remortgage to buy one of
those - so I dare say he'll be an expert guitarist before
long. He is also an avid reader of books, so there will be
plenty to keep him occupied as the winter draws in.

We wish him a long and happy retirement.

GCK

it He played a full part
in school life here
not least as a tutor
in Riley.55
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IAIN KILPATRICK

RICHARD CAVES

IAIN KILPATRICK

1995 Earthquake hits Kobe, Japan.

Jacques Chirac elected President of France,
lain and Katrina arrive at Strathallan and listen to the
sound of squirrels gambolling playfully behind the skirting
boards in the Tutors' flat in Riley.

1996 Discovery of a new planet, the fourth closest star
to earth. Clinton re-elected as US president.
Cocker Spaniel, Zak joins Kilpatrick household.

1997 Scottish researcher creates clone, Dolly the
sheep. Labour Party under Tony Blair comes
to power in UK.

IWK successfully completes teaching probation and

starts M.Ed.

1998 Pope Visits Cuba.

US president Clinton impeached.
IWK directs and produces Joseph and his Amazing
Technicolour Dreamcoat in Riley.

1999  First around the world balloon flight.
Yeltsin resigns as Russian president - succeeded
by Vladimir Putin.
IWK directs and produces his first senior school musical,
Jesus Christ Superstar.

2000 DNA sequencing of human genome completed.
Bush barely wins US election by a few hundred
votes.

IWK takes over as Housemaster of Simpson - directs and

produces Little Shop of Horrors; completes M.Ed.

2001 Space probe lands on asteroid, Eros.

Mad Cow disease spreads in Britain.
Emma Hermione Kilpatrick born - IWK directs and
produces Godspell.

2002 Euro becomes legal tender in Europe.

UN Security Council approves resolution

to send weapons inspectors to Iraq.
IWK directs and produces Return to the Forbidden Planet
and co-produces Bugsy Malone.

2003 North Korea abandons nuclear non-proliferation
treaty. SARS epidemic spreads from Asia to
America and Europe.

Miles Alexander Kilpatrick born - IWK produces and

directs Cabaret.

2004 European Union expands to 25 nations.
Terrorists kill 190 people in Madrid
train bombings.
IWK directs and produces Scottish Independent Schools'
premiere of Les Miserables; appointed Headmaster of
Beaconhurst School, Bridge of Allan.

RCC

Richard Caves joined Strathallan in 1994, after a number
of years at Rydal School. Initially part of the growing
Computing Department, he later moved to devote most

of his time to the often difficult task of managing the
school network at atime of rapid expansion. Ruthven Tutor,
mountaineer, leader of the Royal Navy Section and captain
of the Strathallan Motor Launch, he gave a great deal

of his time to passing on his enthusiasm for the sea

and for climbing to many Strathallians. We wish him

and Eirian all the best.
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REVD TREVOR STEVENS

(1965-2006)

REVD TREVOR STEVENS (1965-2004)

THE UNEXPECTED DEATH OF TREVOR AT THE BEGINNING
OF THE SUMMER TERM CAME AS A DEEP SHOCK TO ALL
OF US. TREVOR HAD BEEN WITH US FOR ONLY ONE TERM,
BUT IN THAT TIME HAD TOUCHED THE LIVES OF THE
ENTIRE COMMUNITY HERE AT STRATHALLAN. HE WAS

A DEEPLY COMMITTED SCHOOLMASTER IN THE WIDEST
SENSE OF THE WORD WHO HAD MUCH EXPERIENCE

TO OFFER BOTH IN THE CLASSROOM AND IN THE
PASTORAL LIFE OF THE SCHOOL.

As a historian he had read for his degree at Grey College,
Durham and gained his PGCE there before taking up his first
teaching post at Batley Grammar School. He had been a Lay
Clerk at Newcastle Cathedral and organist of St John's
Church whilst at university and, during his time at Batley
managed to find an outlet for his prodigious musical talents
as Organist and Choirmaster at Batley Parish Church -

a combination of responsibilities he was to take to Rannoch
School when he became Head of History and Chapel Organist
there in 1989. His teaching style at Rannoch was legendary.
Many of his pupils, inspired by 'Trev', went on to read History
at university, and particularly pleasing for him were the many
who read for the degree in Medieval History (his own
preferred period] at St Andrews. As a Housemaster of
Potteries House, Trevor moulded many young souls with his
'firm but fair' style and enjoyed something close to a cult
status. He was of that generation of Housemasters who were
to be found at the Rugby pitch, in the debating hall, at the
school concert; in fact, there was no area of school life in
which Trevor was not to be found - even, in one memorable
expedition, stuck in the snow on Ben Nevis.

The call of the church had always been a part of Trevor’s life
and, eventually, proved too strong to resist. He left Rannoch to
train for the priesthood at The College of The Resurrection in
Mirfield, where he also found time to complete an MA
researching the lives of the early English bishops. From there
he returned to his Northumbrian roots to serve his diaconate
as Curate of Alnwick Parish Church. After his priesting, he
was appointed Vicar or St Salvador's, Dundee, serving his
congregation there until Christmas Day last year. He took up
his post of Chaplain at Strathallan at the beginning of Spring
term this year and immediately made an impression with his
friendly, jovial and approachable style.

Trevor possessed many gifts which he bestowed liberally
and selflessly on all those who had any dealings with him.
For many, a lasting memory will be that cheeky grin and
glint in his eye. This is the spirit in which he left us. On the
evening of his death, as he sat in the staff Common Room
enjoying a pint before joining the girls in Thornbank for a
game of bingo, | asked him if he was enjoying his time at
Strathallan. 'You know', he said, 'l think I've come home!
Strathallan had worked its magic on him by allowing us to
see the very best of him; combining his teaching, spiritual
and musical gifts in a very special way. He is sadly missed.

NRM
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SPEECH DAY

THERE ARE SOME THINGS INHERENT TO ALL SET-PIECE
SCHOOL OCCASIONS SUCH AS SPEECH DAY: THE
DESERVED CELEBRATION OF THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF
STAFF AND PUPILS ALIKE; A CONGREGATION OF THEIR
PROUD RELATIVES; THE OPPORTUNITY FOR VISITORS
TO VIEW THE SCHOOL AT ITS IMPECCABLE BEST,;

MRS. MCFARLANE'S CAMERA.

There are also things which make each one individually
different, which will cause them to stand out in memory for
years to come; on this occasion, it was Kriss Akabusi. For
how many guest speakers warn the front-row audience of a
tendency towards spitting out of excitement when speaking
in public? Or leap across the stage in the manner of a
gazelle to illustrate their point? Or choose to celebrate the
achievements of the prize-winners by inviting them to stand
on their (somewhat rickety] chairs for fifteen seconds of
cheering, arm-waving, standing applause? Or end their
speech with an invitation from the chairman of Governors to
stand on the trophy table for a similar form of recognition?
The answer can surely only be 'not many'. Kriss Akabusi
acquitted himself with style, offering an irresistible display
of showmanship which detracted in no way from the
inspirational nature of his speech; few will forget his
emphatically urging his audience to 'step into the arena’
and Make a Difference, a motto which he claimed has
sustained him both in his glittering career as an
international athlete and in his worthy work for his African
charity REACH. The overall impression is certainly not one
which will be forgotten quickly.

Similarly enjoyable discourses were given by Heads of
School Tom Hine and Rebecca Johnstone, who echoed the
sentiments of most of the audience with their appreciation
for the opportunities and memories Strathallan had given
them, notjust academically but socially and culturally as
well. The Chairman of Governors David Pighills ably
presided over the proceedings, ensuring that all ran
smoothly and providing the audience with an entertaining
speech himself. The Headmaster gave a thorough
explanation of the advancements and improvements that
the school, its staff and its pupils have made in all fields,
and urged the pupils to aim as high in the coming years as
those previously had done.

With the official ceremony over the entertainment could
begin. Spectators satisfied by a selection of delicious nibbles
and wine from the Sodexho catering team watched the
renowned Strathallan Pipe Band put on an excellent display,
the skill of which was in no way detracted from by the
ubiquitous Scottish rain, and the Art and D.T departments
both had exhibitions of the highly accomplished work of their
pupils. An example of the high quality of music at Strathallan
was also displayed through a chapel concert which boasted
superb performances from both the choir and instrumental
and vocal solos. All in all, every display showed an example
of the exceptional standards that have come to be expected
of Strathallan.

A most enjoyable day finally drew to a close, having
accomplished its aim of displaying the merits of the school
and those in it to parents, pupils and visitors alike.

Thanks go to Kriss Akabusi, for a most exceptional and
enjoyable performance.

Harriet Page, Upper Sixth Thornbank
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RILEY HOUSE

AT THE BEGINNING OF THE AUTUMN TERM WE WELCOMED
33 NEW PUPILS INTO RILEY WHO JOINED US 17 'OLD
HANDS' FROM LAST YEAR. THE 'NEW' WITH THE HELP OF
THE 'OLD' SOON SETTLED INTO THE RILEY ROUTINE AND
SURROUNDINGS AND PROMISED TO BE A GOOD BUNCH.

A SATURDAY OUT AT THE LEUCHARS AIR SHOW PROVED
MOST POPULAR AGAIN, MORE FOR THE SIDE SHOWS THAN
THE PLANES! WHO CAN FORGET KIDNAPPED AT THE PERTH
THEATRE? - WE ALL RATHER WOULD AND MR BUSH'S
PHONE RINGING DURING THE PERFORMANCE AFTER HE
HAD TOLD US TO SWITCH OURS OFF.

Halloween night - ghost stories, scary walks in the
graveyard with the U6 prefects, lots of food, ducking for
apples, making Dunstan and Henry Lee into mummies!

Pantomime, Mother Goose at the Perth Theatre was a great
start to our Christmas Party followed by supper back at Riley
and a disco in the Common Room. How we alt danced
including the Tutors but why do they only want to do the Twist?

Next day at 12 noon it was our Carol Service followed by
mince pies and mulled wine in Riley and End of Term.

Spring Term started very early - 5th January - long cold
dark days but with not much snow and no chance again to
go skiing at Glenshee but we had a few good snowball
fights on the Paddock. It was great that very few games
days and matches were cancelled and we had a super time
hosting Malsis School before the 6-a-side hockey
tournament and the Cowichan girls' hockey side from
Canada. As spring arrived and the days got longer interest
was renewed down in the valley as groups planned their
summer dens and Rachel decided which tree she would
build her nestin. Even some of the older ones thought that
it was all right to be having fun in the valley.

So to the Summer Term, cricket, tennis, golf and rounders
and a chance to stay outside until bed time on the Paddock
or up Scouts' Hill. An outing to Edinburgh Zoo on the
Saturday morning before the Verse Speaking Festival at the
Edinburgh Academy in the afternoon. Helping with the
Activity Weekend for pupils at primary school, camping in
Mr. and Mrs. Bush's garden, the Aberlour Junior Highland
Games, athletics matches and our own Sports' Day and
swimming gala. Practising for our end of year concert - the
Exposition of the Arts which was held on the final Friday of
the term before our Prize Giving. But the night before we
had a great barbecue, tug of war and final play on the
Paddock until late into the night. PK said it was one of the
best and us leavers said it was a great way to finish the
year and our time in Riley.

During the year we did work hard in the classroom and
progressed well on the games' field. We were always polite,
helpful and courteous and were a pleasure in and around
School. Well that's what we say.

Henry, Joe, William, Chessca, Kirsty, and Robynne.

P. S. Most of this report is accurate but incomplete and it
would be true to say that 2003 - 2004 has been a very happy
and rewarding year in Ril