A-Level Preparation Courses
From Strathallan Worldwide, Strathallan School, Scotland

1

Introduction
Our promise: to know your child as an individual
Building on the outstanding success of our Strathallan based A-Level preparation programme
– the International Studies Programme or ‘ISP’, now in its third year providing in-school A-Level
preparation courses, we are excited to announce a part-time online version for students based
overseas: Strathallan Worldwide A-Level Preparation Courses or ‘APCs’.
Strathallan School averages 80% A*-B at A-Level and is the winner of the 2020 Independent
School of the Year award for International Experience - an award based on knowing our students
as individuals. During lockdown in 2020 we delivered over 7000 live lessons online to our
students at home and abroad. Our special care of our international students, combined with
considerable success through the challenging lockdown period, has led us to the conclusion that
we can offer a top-rate UK independent school experience to students who are planning to come
to the UK to study key A-Levels in the Sixth Form.

Virtual APCs
Strathallan Worldwide A-Level Preparation Courses (APCs) enable students to prepare for
studying A-Levels in the UK whilst continuing with face-to-face lessons in their schools at home.
Students taking APCs will receive live teaching during the evenings in their chosen A-Level subjects
along with additional English language support lessons and the help and advice of a personal
tutor.

Advantages of an APC
The number one reason why international students fail to get good grades at A Level is that they
have poor English skills - Strathallan Worldwide APCs will directly address this issue.
Good A-Level grades achieved in a UK setting are the passport to an international future and
many of the world’s leading universities. It can be challenging to start A-Levels with no experience
of the UK system or the everyday English skills that new students will experience in the classroom.
We promise to take the time and care to get to know each pupil individually, their weaknesses as
well as their strengths; we will challenge and we will support. We also undertake to focus on the
language skills necessary to get good grades at A-Level.

Strathallan Worldwide APCs will give students:
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•

Much-improved English skills

•

Experience in A-Level learning UK style, which will lead to a smooth transition
when students start their A-Level courses in a UK school

•

Experience of a leading UK independent school: the daily routine, joining in with
clubs and societies, interaction with current full-time students at the school

•

Membership of Leburn House – Strathallan Worldwide’s dedicated house for
online students

•

The opportunity to come to Strathallan at preferential rates for Spring and 		
Summer residential courses.

•

A big advantage over international students arriving for the first time to study
A-Levels at the start of the Sixth Form (Year 12)

Subjects Available
We are launching APCs in the following subjects for 2020/2021:
Economics			

Mathematics			

Business

Chemistry

Biology

Physics
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Recognition
At the end of the course students will have the opportunity to graduate from Strathallan School
with a Strathallan Worldwide APC certificate:

Level 1 Certificate

(A-Level Potential)

Level 2 Certificate

(A/B A-Level Potential)

Level 3 Certificate

(A*/A A-Level Potential)

The APC certificate will certify that the student has been a member of a leading UK independent
school and that he or she has been prepared to start A-Levels in a UK school.
Each student will be guaranteed a personal reference from the Strathallan Worldwide
Headmaster in support of an application to any UK independent school or school in a different
country.
Students who have reached the required standard to study A-Levels at Strathallan School will be
offered a full-time place with a discount of 10% off the full boarding fee for the full two years of
the A-Level course.
Where appropriate, Strathallan Worldwide students may be entered for relevant IGCSEs internationally recognised qualifications at the level below A-Levels.
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Involvement
Strathallan Worldwide APCs are designed to fit around a student’s academic learning at school in
their home country. Each evening between 7.00pm and 9.00pm during weekdays and between 4.30
and 6.30pm on Saturdays, students will be timetabled for live input. Depending on the individual
student’s subject choices this may mean that on some weekdays they will only be timetabled for one
hour. This will give students a little flexibility for the things they would be doing during the evenings
in normal school weeks.

Live lessons and meetings will include:
•

Two live lessons per subject per week

•

English as an Additional Language (EAL) lessons as required

•

Weekly one-to-one tutor meetings

•

Weekly assemblies with the Strathallan Worldwide Headmaster

Term dates follow the UK independent school model of three terms of study per year and the
experience will be very similar to the learning experience of current Strathallan students.

Required systems
Strathallan has been using Microsoft Teams during the 2020 lockdown period in the UK and we
have decided to continue with this highly efficient, well-supported platform in the main school
and for Strathallan Worldwide. We have invested heavily in the necessary equipment and the best
possible Internet connection in school. Our teachers are familiar with delivering engaging and
effective lessons online. Work completed by APC students will be submitted and marked online using
Microsoft OneNote. Parents will be kept up to date with progress and assignments and will be
able to check in on the work being completed and when assignments are due. Students will need a
laptop or a desktop computer and effective internet connectivity.
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Staff & Teachers
All teachers delivering APCs are all highly experienced
A-Level teachers at Strathallan School with many years’
experience in UK Independent schools.

Teacher of Biology - Mrs Rebekah Hodson, Head of Biology, Strathallan
School (Oxford University. UK Independent School experience: 10+ years)

Teacher of Physics - Dr Ian Mitchell, Head of Physics, Strathallan School
(Imperial College UK Independent School experience: 20+ years)
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Teacher of Chemistry - Mr David Yeaman, Head of Chemistry, Strathallan
School (University of Edinburgh. UK Independent School experience: 10+
years)

Teacher of Economics - Mr Matt Bergin, Head of Economics, Strathallan
School (University of Sheffield, University of Bristol, UK Independent
School experience: 20 years)

Teacher of Business - Mr Iain McGowan, Head of Business Studies,
Strathallan School (University of Canterbury, UK Independent School
experience: 20+ years)
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Teacher of Business - Mr Yamika Banda, Head of Business Studies,
Strathallan School (University of Ulster, UK Independent School
experience: 7+ years)

Teacher of English as an Additional Language (EAL) – Mrs Kenna Troup,
Head of EAL, Strathallan School (University of Wyoming, Brigham Young
University, University of Strathclyde. UK Independent School experience:
5+ years)

Chinese Counsellor – Dr Tau Zhou (University of Science & Technology,
Beijing, University of Dundee. UK independent school experience: 15+
years)
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Housemaster of Leburn House (StrathWorldwide’s house for online pupils)
and teacher of Mathematics - Mr David Giles (Warwick University, UK
Independent School experience: 20+ years)

Headmaster StrathWorldwide - Mr Sean Hamill, Deputy Head Academic,
Strathallan School (The Open University, UK Independent School
experience: 20+ years)
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Progression
Each student will undergo an assessment test at the start of the course to establish a baseline.
Progress against this baseline will be measured with regular assessments. Reporting to students
and parents will include a progress update from teachers every three weeks and a written report
at the end of each term. In addition, each student will also have a personal tutor who will check
on progress and alert parents to any issues.

Support we offer
•

The Strathallan Worldwide Promise: ‘To know each student as an individual’

•

Live contact with teachers during lessons

•

English as an Additional Language (EAL) lessons including IELTS preparation 		
where required

•

Membership of Leburn House – Strathallan School’s house for online students

•

Weekly one-to-one tutorials with a personal tutor to check on progress

•

Weekly assemblies led by the Strathallan Worldwide Headmaster

•

The option to message teachers and tutors at any time

Enrolment
Contact the Strathallan Worldwide admissions team to register interest in joining the course.
Acceptance onto the course will be subject to an online interview with the Headmaster of 		
Strathallan Worldwide and payment of the registration fee.
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Further Guidance
Each student can join for one or two terms, this is because each term will operate as a discrete unit
of work. However, it is recommended that students sign participate fully in the programme over the
year to gain the maximum benefit from the course.
This course is not to be used as a tutorial for students currently studying A-Levels. Strathallan
Worldwide APCs are designed for pupils working towards A-Level study, they are not a substitute
for direct A-Level teaching.
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Fees
Registration: £100
Term 1		

£2,000

Term 2		

£4,000

Term 3		

£4,000

Term dates
Term 1		

9 Nov-11 Dec – 5 weeks

Term 2		

6 Jan-19 Mar (Half term holiday 8-12 Feb) – 10 weeks

Term 3		

14 Apr-25 Jun (Half term holiday 24-28 May) – 10 weeks

Find
Website			www.strathallan.co.uk/worldwide
Direct Contact
Mr Sean Hamill 		
				Strathallan Worldwide Headmaster
				dha@strathallan.co.uk
				Mrs Suzie Mackenzie		
				Strathallan Worldwide international admissions
				s.mackenzie@strathallan.co.uk
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Strathallan School
Forgandenny
Perth PH2 9EG
Scotland UK
+44 (0)1738 812546
info@strathallan.co.uk
www.strathallan.co.uk
StrathallanSch
strathallanschool
@StrathallanSchoolOfficial
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Registered in Scotland as a charity (SC008903)

